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npHEDuke  de  laRocHEFoucAULx  Liancourt,  a  man, 
•  who,  at  all  times,  has  been  diftiiiguifhed  as  one 
of  the  moft  amiable,  the  mod  virtuous,  and  the  beft  in- 
formed of  the  French  nobility,  has  made  a  journey  for 
philofophical  and  commercial  obfervation  throughout  a 
great  part  of  North  America,  and  has  communicated  the 
fubftance  of  his  obfervations  to  the  World,  in  the  valuable 
Narrative  which  is  here  prefentcd  to  the  Britifh  Pul^lic.  . 
Although  no  longer  a  dependency  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
the  thirteen  Provinces  of  the  American  Commonwealth  are 
not  regarded  by  Britons  as  a  land  of  firangers.  The  mu- 
tual animoiities  of  the  war  of  the  American  revolution  are 
already  extinguiflied.  Eritons  and  Americans  now  think  of 
each  other  only  as  brethren;  a  kindred  defcent,  a  com- 
mon language,  congenial  character,  a  ftrong  alliance  of  in- 
ftitutions,  arts,  and  manners,  render  them  to  one  another 
reciprocally  interefting,  perhaps  much  more  than,  in  flmilar 
circumftances,  any  third  nation  would  be  to  either.  As  the 
hiftory  of  the  Spaniards,  who  iirfi:  entered  South  America, 
engages  our  curiofity  more  than  that  of  tlie  horfes,  the  dogs. 
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or  the  fugar  canes,  which  they  carried  with  them ;  as  the 
hiftory  of  the  nations  of  polilhed  Europe  is  more  interefting 
than  that  of  the  Tartars  and  Tongufi ;  as  accounts  of  the 
fortunes  of  a  fon,  a  father,  a  brother,  a  lover,  in  a  diflant 
land,  are  more  anxioufly  expected,  and  more  eagerly  heard, 
than  if  it  were  but  a  cafual  acquaintance  to  whom  they  re- 
lated :  fo,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame  reafons, 
every  new  communication  refpeding  North  America,  and  its 
inhabitants  of  Britifh  defc^nt,  is  naturally,-  in  an  extraor- 
dinary degree,  attra<$live  to  the  curiofity  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  M.  de  la  Rochcfoucault's  details  concerning  co- 
lonial life  and  manners  are,  hence,  adapted  to  imprefs  a 
Britifli  imagination,  as  agreeably  as  if  their  fubjecSl  were  the 
rural  oeconomy  of  Wales,  of  Yorkfhire,  or  of  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  and  that,  till  now,  though  fo  nearly  in- 
terefting,  yet  utterly  unknown. 

Befides  fuch  motives  of  afFedlion  and  curiofity,  there  are 
ireafons  of  a  lefs  refined  nature,  which  engage  the  commer- 
cial people  of  England,  to  liflen  eagerly  to  all  authentic 
accounts  refpedling  America.  A  great  and  increafing  inter- 
courfe  of  trade  and  emigration  is  carried  on  between  thefe 
two  countries.  The  lands  and  national  debts  of  the  Ame- 
rican Republic  are  familiarly  bought  and  fold  in  London. 
The  produce  of  American  plantations,  the  planks  from 
American  faw-mills,  the  fhips  built  in  American  dock-yards, 
are,  in  a  large  proportion,  deflined  for  the  ufe  of  Britain.  A 
very  numerous  emigration  of  induftrious,  reftlefs,  or  entci> 
'  pnlmg 
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prifing  pcrfons,  is  conftantly  paHing  from  Uritaiii  to  Ame- 
rica. The  transfer  of  property  between  the  two  countries 
is  great  and  inceiTant.     It  would  be  impoflible  to  manage 

the  commercial  buAnefs  which  thus  arifes  between  the  two 
countries  with  any  adequate  mercantile  intelligence,  if  con- 
tinual enquiries  were  not  diligently  made  into  all  circum- 
fianccSi  that  can  influence  produce,  iiianufli^lure,  and  de- 
mand in  the  market,  efpecially  in  America,  where  all 
things  are  yet  much  more  uncertain,  and  more  inip  rfedlly 
known  than  in  Britain.  The  political  relations  and  corr^'f- 
pondence  between  Britain  and  America  confpire  to  the 
fame  efFedl ;  for  there  are  many  occafions,  upon  which  a 
Britifh  politician,  inattentive  to  the  progrefs  of  things  in 
America,  would  be  entirely  incapable  of  providing  for  the 
true  political  intercfts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

It  is,  however,  to  the  philofophical  enquirer,  of  what- 
ever nation,  that  fuch  details  as  the  following  volume  con- 
tains, concerning  the  ftate  of  life  and  manners  in  America, 
are  likely  to  be  the  mod  acceptable  and  inftrudlive.  The 
progrefs  of  colonization ;  the  firft  difFufion  of  new  inhabi- 
tants through  unappropriated  waftes;  the  fluggifh  aukward- 
nefs  of  infant  hufbandry;  the  relapfe  into  barbarifm  of  thole 
outcafls  from  polifhed  fociety,  whom  their  fortune  conduces 
into  regions,  where  they  can  converfe  only  with  the  wild- 
nefs  of  rude  nature,  and  where  they  are  deflitute  of  all  the 
accommodations  of  the  arts  ;  the  iimplicity  of  government 
and  of  life  and  manners,  that  is  natural  in  countries  where 
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population  is  fcanty,  and  in  which  the  fubdivifions  of 
labour,  and  all  the  complex  accommodj^tions  of  fociety,  are 
unknc'vn ;  the  curious  contrail  between  colonial  and  favage 
manners,  and  the  efFe6ls  of  the  collifion  between  barbar- 
ifm  and  civility;  topics  interefling  to  philofophy,  above  al- 
moft  all  others  in  the  hiftory  of  human  nature,  and,  of  all, 
the  moft  imperfe6tly  known  ;  are  to. be  now,  for  the  firft 
time,  fully  elucidated,  by  a  vigilant  and  unremitting  obfer- 
vation  of  the  phafes  of  focial  life  in  America.  For  the  pur- 
pofes  of  afcertaining  and  illuftrating  the  moft  important 
principles  of  general  polity  and  jurifprudence,  how  often 
have  philofophers  in  vain  attempted  to  explore  the  forgot- 
ten and  unrecorded  beginnings  of  civil  life  1  How  often 
lamented,  that  the  moft  interefling  period  in  the  progrefs  of 
fociety,  fhould  thus  be  prior  to  the  age  of  enlightened  ob- 
fervation  1  How  often  and  how  ridiculoufly  laboured  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  records,  by  that  fort  of  theory  which 
has  been  pompoufly  chriftened  Conje(5lural  Hiftory  I  The 
account  of  the  firft  population,  mcafurement,  and  tillage  of 
the  plains  of  Egypt,  Aflyria,  Hindollan,  or  China,  is  no 
longer  to  be  recovered  from  oblivion :  even  the  cxadl  cir- 
cumllances  of  the  fettlemcnt  of  the  firft  Egyptian  colonies 
in  Greece  ;  of  the  firft  Lydian,  Greek,  and  Phrygian  colo- 
nies in  Italy ;  of  our  Teutonic  anceftors  in  Germany  and 
Britain  mult  remain  unknown.  But  a  keen  attention  to^ 
what  is  now  palling  in  the  back  fcttlemcnts  of  North  Ame- 
rica, and  to  that  inceflant  emigration  from  Europe,  and 
— ./  -  from 
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from  the  more  populous  American  provinces,  by  which  thofe 
back  fettlements  are  filled,  will,  at  laft,  amply  llipply  to  phi- 
lofophical  enquiry,  what  had  feemed  to  be  irrecoverably 
loft,  and  will  enable  us  to  fill  up  an  important  cliafm  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  the  vegetable  unfolding 
itfelf  from  the  feed ;  it  is  the  opening  mind,  in  the  firft 
months  of  infancy ;  it  is  the  form  of  confummatc  ftrength 
or  beauty,  rifing  under  the  artift's  hand,  from  the  fliapelcfs 
block  of  marble;  rather  than  the  full-grown  plant,  the 
mature  man,  or  the  finifhed  ftatue ;  that  the  moft  delight- 
fully interefts  the  philofopher  of  refined  penetration,  and 
the  man  of  tafte,  who  to  foundnefs  of  reafon  unites  a  vivid 
delicacy  of  fentiment,  and  of  imagination.  Of  all  the  pages 
of  philofophical  hiftory,  none  cart  deferve  to  be  read  with 
fuch  earneft  curiofity,  as  thofe  which  difplay  the  nafcent 
energies  of  fecial  life. 

Of  fuch  inducements  to  attend  to  any  information  con* 
cerning  the  progrefs  of  induflry,  wealth,  and  civil  policy  in 
North  America,  it  is  impoftHble  for  any  one  to  be  infenftble 
in  reading  the  following  journal.  M.  de  la  Rociiefoucault 
LiANcouRT  is  a  traveller  of  no  ordinary  difcernment  and 
diligence  in  enquiry.  As  the  friend,  and,  in  Ibme  fort,  the 
agricultural  pupil  of  that  intelligent  philofopher,  Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  he  travelled  with  views  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  by 
which  Mr.  Young  was  guided  in  fo  many  tours  and  pere- 
grinations, and  in  the  compofition  of  fo  many  journals  of 
hufbandry.  The  quality  of  the  foil,  the  advantages  for  cul- 
tivation, 
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tivation,  the  numbers,  the  induftry,  the  intelligence  of  the 
hufbandmen;  the  advances  which  they  have  made  in  trans- 
forming the  vaft  forefts  and  favannahs  of  interior  America 
into  cornfields  and  meadows ;  their  modes  of  clearing  and! 
culture;  the  quantity  of  produce  which  they  obtain;  their 
mills,  and  other  means  of  manufa6hire  for  the  market;  the 
opportunities  of  profitable  fale,  have  been  marked  and  re- 
corded by  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt,i  n   all  thofe 
American  provinces  through  which  he  travelled,  with  an 
accuracy  and  fuUnefs  of  information,  which  feem  to  rival 
Mr.  Young's  tour  through  France  and  Italy,-  or  even  Sir 
John  Sinclair's  more  elaborate  ftatiflicaL  coUedlions  concern- 
ing Scotland.     Commerce  Ihares  his  attention  with  rural 
ceconomy ;  he  vifited  the  lakes,  the  bays,  the  creeks,  the 
points  of  the  influx,  of  the  navigable  rivers  into  the  fca,  and 
thofe  beyond  which  navigation  cannot  afcend  toward  their 
fprings  ;  he  furveyed  the  flore-houfes ;  he  marked  the  arti- 
fices of  the  traders ;  he  entered  the  dwellings  of  the  inha- 
l)itants  of  every  different  rank,  partook  of  their  fare,  and 
llcpt  or  watched  in  their  places  for  refl: ;  he  travelled  without 
any  thing  of  that  encumbering  apparatus  of  wealth  or  gran- 
•deur,  which  hides  the  realities  of  life  from  thofe  it  environs, 
even  at  thofe  times  when  their  refearches  are  the  mofl  dili- 
gent, and,  as  they  think,  the  moil  fuccefsful.     He  liflened, 
and  enquired,  and  looked  around  him,  even  with  all  the 
bufy  afliduity  of  Sterne's  Inquiiitive  Traveller.     He  was  not 
one  of  thofe  who  are  willing  to  content  themfelves  with 
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giiefles  and  with  general  language  ;  but  was,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  careful  to  obtain,  if  poflible,  ftatemcnts  admitting 
of  the  ftriifteft  accuracy  of  number  and  calculation.  If 
unable  to  look  around  on  thofe  fceiics  of  wild  and  majef- 
tic  nature,  with  the  fublime  and  picSlurefque  imagination  of 
a  poet ;  if  unendowed  with  the  fkill  of  a  fcientific  naturalift  ; 
M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt  cannot,  however,  fail  to 
appear  to  every  reader,  to  have  been  eminently  qualified  to 
make  fuch  obfervations  as  are  befl  adapted  for  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  the  colonial  emigrant,  or  the 
political  oeconomift  :  And  it  was  precifely  a  traveller  of  this 
chara($ler  who  was  wanted  to  give  us  the  moil  defirable  new 
information  concerning  the  progreflive  fettlement  of  America. 
With  the  account  of  trade  and  induftry,  he  unavoidably 
combines  (ketches,  details,  and  flight  cafual  touches,  re- 
fpe6ling  the  familiar  life  of  the  Americans,  which  every 
reader  will  find  highly  amufing  and  inftrudlive.  He  exhi- 
bits pi6tures  of  Indian  manners,  which,  though  mournful, 
and  difgufting  to  tafte,  are,  yet,  interefting  to  philofophy,  in 
conjundliqn  with  his  accounts  of  the  fettlers  before  whom 
the  Indian  tribes  are  gradually  vanifliing  from  the  earth. 
With  his  ftatements  refpe6ling  the  provinces  of  the  Ameri- 
can Republic,  he  prefents  alfo  a  multiplicity  of  impbrtant 
details  concerning  the  Britifh  colonial  poiTeflions  of  Canada. 
He  tells  all  that  he  could  learn,  without  being  retrained, 
even  by  confiderations  of  perfonal  delicacy,  or  the  fecrecy 
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of  honour,  from  making  public  feveral  things,  which,  thougla 
acceptable  to  us,  were  certainly  not  intended  to  be  thus 
proclaimed  to  aU  Europe,  by  thofe  who  communicated  them 
to  him.  Concerning  the  intercourfe,  the  emulation,  the 
mutual  jealoufies,  the  dark  projects  reciprocally  meditated, 
between  the  Americans  and  the  Britifh  colonifts  and  foldiery 
of  Upper  Canada,  he  gives  a  variety  of  information,  which 
Ave  fliould,  otherwife,   never  have  obtained.  . 

The  character  and  predominant  opinions  of  M.  de  Roche- 
foucault  Liancourt  himfelf,  are,  in  this  volume,  very  frankly 
and  amply  difplayed.  In  his  charadler,  great  native  recti- 
tude and  benignity  of  difpofition  appear  to  be  aflbeiated  with 
fome  of  the  philofophical  affectations  of  the  new  fchool,  and 
with  fomewhat  of  that  never-failing  gallantry  and  polite- 
nefs,  which  ufed  to  mark  the  manners  of  the  old  French 
nobility.  ^  f-  .^.:»  r  ^  ,:j.v^  ,i. 

Although  a  vitSlim  to  the  Revolution,  he  fiill  approves 
thofe  principles  of  political  reform,  upon  which  the  firft 
movements  toward  it  were  made  :  Though  an  outcaft  from 
France,  he  flill  takes  a  warm  patriotic  intereft  in  the  glory 
of  the  French  nation.  Hence,  he  inclines,  at  times,  to  en- 
courage the  milder  clafs  of  thofe  political  fentiments,  which 
the  fagacity  of  Government  finds  it  prudent  to  difcourage 
in  Britain,  as  little  adapted  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 
And  whenever  the  views,  the  interefls,  and  the  public  fer- 
•■■•^'^\J---   ,  :_'     .^  ;;_;„.,.,  . .... ^^,._  .,      vaats, 
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vants  of  the  Britifh  Government  come  to  be  mentioned,  lie 
'  ufually  fpeaks  the  language  of  a  foreigner  and  a  foe.*  » 
r4»i  Tliroughout  the  whole  of  his  American  journics,  there  ap- 
pears to  have  reigned  in  the  mind  of  this  illuftrious  exile 
a  melancholy  caft  of  imagination,  with  a  peeviih  irritabi- 
lity of  feeling,  fuch  as  it  was  very  natural  for  misfortunes 
like  his,  to  produce.  Every  fcene  of  beneficent  conduct 
from  great  landholders  toward  their  dependents,  brings 
to  his  remembrance  his  own  endeavours  to  enlighten  and 
blefs  the  peafantry  upon  thofe  eftates  in  France,  which  onc^ 
were  his  own.  He  fhrinks  in  agony  from  the  exultations 
with  which  Britifh  officers  tell  him  of  the  ruin  of  the  naval 
force  of  republican  France.  He  complains  of  a  dirty 
room,  a  hard  bed,  or  a  fcanty  meal,  as  if  it  were  a  grievous 
misfortune.  He  has  a  peculiar  quicknefs  of  eye  at  difcover- 
ing  floth,  knavery,  and  mifchief,  wherever  he  travels.  The 
wounds  which  his  fpirit  had  fufFered  were  ftill  frefh  or  fef- 
tering ;  and  were,  therefore,  liable  to  be  grievoufly  inflamed 
and  irritated  by  the  flighteft  degree  of  new  laceration.  He, 
not  unfrequently,  jreaks  forth  into  expreffions  of  keen 
anguifh,  or  more  fubdued  and  penfive  forrow,  which,  being 

*  In  a  very  few  places  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  ijnfcrt  iiiitials  for  proper 
names,  and  to  fubftitute  aileriiks  for  fentiments.  In  one  r^  two  inftanccs  whore 
obvious  fuppreflion  would  have  insinuated  more  than  the  original  p:u-iigraph, 
the  original  has  been  retained.  The  motives  of  the  writer,  in  thcfc  places, 
are  fo  obvious,  and  his  conclufions  fo  palpably  unjuft,  that  to  have  foftcnc(|  or 
ftipprefled  would  have  been  a  bad  compliment  to  the  underftanding  of  the 
Britifh  reader. 
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the  voice  of  nature  and  of  truth,  mud  prove  to  every  reader 
inexprcffibly  intereiling. 

It  is,  ainidft  all  this,  impollible  not  to  admire  this  ami- 
able nobleman,  for  labouring  to  divert  the  taedium  of  his 
exile,  by  enquiries  of  a  tendency  fo  beneficial,  and  for  ac- 
commodating his  mind,  in  fo  confiderable  a  degree,  to  the 
hardfhips  of  his  condition.  Perhaps  he  could  not  have  been 
more  ufefuUy  employed,  in  any  conceiveable  profperity  of 
his  fortunes.  He  appears  to  have  been  content  to  ride  on 
horfcback,  without  a  fer\'ant,  and  to  travel  about  without 
aught  of  the  pomp  of  greatnefs,  or  the  luxury  of  opulence, 
jufl  as  if  he  had  never  been  more  than  a  plain  farmer  or 
manufaiSlurer  in    France. 

^,ff  The  flyle  is  naturally  iimple,  and  devoid  of  all  aflfe^a- 
tion.  The  Tranflator  has  not,  in  his  verdon,  made  any 
attempt  to  clothe  the  work  in  laboured  elegances  or  orna- 
ments^ which  it  did  not  originally  wear.  Faithfulnefs,  fim- 
|)licity,  and  corredlnefs  of  Englifh  phrafeology,  are  the  chief 
qualities,  by  which  he  has  afpired  to  diftinguifh  his  work. 
He  leaves  it  to  the  reader,  to  judge,  how  far  he  may  have 
been  fuccefsfid  or  otherwife.  *  > 

The  Englifh  Edition  has    been   illuilrated  by  a  Map, 

drawn  on  purpofe,  from  the  information  contained  in  the 

work  itfelf,  and  a  clofe  infpe6lion  will  fhew,  that  this  Map 

not  only  corredls  former  Maps  of  America  in  many  points^ 

but  exhibits  in  their  proper  places,  for  the  firfl  time,  fe- 

veral  new  Towns   and  Settlement?. 
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,The  Index,  formed  by  the  Tranflator,  will  render  it  eafy 
to  refer  to  this  volume,  even  for  any  fingle  particular  of  the 
information  which  it  contains. 

It  cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  doubted,  but  the  book  of  fo 
illuftrious  a  traveller — free  as  it  is  from  all  blemifhes  of 
afFecftation  or  negligence, — filled  with  information  the  mofl 
recent  and  important, — concerning  a  country  than  which 
there  is  no  one  elfe  more  an  obje6l  of  Britifh  curiofity, — 
communicating  nothing  but  what  is  plainly  of  the  highefl 
authenticity, — dwelling  chiefly  on  thofe  topics  of  enquiry 
and  information,  which  are  the  moll  fafliionable,  and  the 
mod  attractive,  to  policy,  trade,  and  induflry, — and  inter- 
mingling fuch  allurements  of  pathetic  fentiment,  and  of 
perfonal  anecdote,  as  never  fail  to  pleafe, — will,  from  all 
thefe  recommendations,  be  very  favourably  received  by  the 
Britifh  Public. 
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TTirrHEN  I  began  to  write  a  journal  of  my  Travels,    rt 
-  was  my  intention  to   confine    it   folely  within  the 

circle  of  my  friends  :  but  fome  of  them  being  of  opinion 
that  the  publication  of  it  would  be  of  general  advantage, 
I  fubmitted  to  their  advice,  and  refolved  to  publifh  it  on 
my  arrival  in  Europe.  In  chufing  a  patronefs  for  my  book, 
it  was  natural  for  me  to  Me6t  that  perfon  who  claimed  the 
largefl  fhare  of  my  efteem  and  gratitude; — who  has  been 
endeared  to  me  flill  more  by  her  unparalleled  misfortunes. 
There  could  be  no  occafion  for  calling  to  remembrance, 
the  atrocious  murder  of  a  coufin :  as  it  is  too  well  known, 
and  held  in  juft  abhorrence.  But  perhaps  it  is  neceflary- 
to  remark,  that  his  virtue  was  fo  exalted  as  to  render  him 
unfulpicious  of  fo  nefarious' a  crime,  and  that  his  internal 
confcioufnefs  induced  him  to  flight  the  advice  which  his 
friends  gave  both  to  him  and  me,  at  the  time  when  an 
order  was  iflued  for  arrefting  us;  and  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility. 
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bility,  was  not  the  only  mandate  concerning  us  from  the 
lame  quarter.  He  would  not  quit  France,  but  I,  who 
was  lefs  confident  and  lefs  virtuous,  fled  from  the  poignard, 
while  he  fell  by  its  ftroke  I 

On  my  arrival  in  Europe,  and  while  I  \vas  employed 
in  preparing  this  work  for  the  public,  I  received  an  account 
of  my  aunt's  d(  ath,  which  cut  off  all  the  fond  hopes  I  had 
entertained  of  once  more  beholding  her,  even  on  her 
death-bed.  It  will  readily  be  fuppofed,  that  the  idea  of 
withdrawing  from  her  the  dedication  of  my  book,  could 
not  enter  my  afflicted  mind  I  have  fiill  preferved  it  for 
her  with  a  fympathetic  regard.  Although  efiabliflied 
ufage  may  hereby  be  violated,  yet  he  who  is  fenfible 
that  neither  friendlhip  nor  gratitude  ends  with  death, 
will  eafily  conceive  the  pleafure,  melancholy  as  it  may  be, 
which  I  receive  from  the  performance  of  this  kft  facred 
duty  to  a  departed  friend,  who  had  fo  many  claims  upon 
my  warmefl  afFe(Stions. ,,    ,.. ,       . ,.  :,    . .  ,.  ^ 
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•*  My  dear  and  unfortunate  Aunt^ 
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"  /^  IVE  me  leave  refpe<ftfully  to  prefent  you  with  na 
^^  account  of  my  Travels  through  the  United  States 
of  America.  It  is  an  offering  of  fincere  attachment  and 
gratitude ;  and  I  am  confident  you  will  receive  it  kindly. 
How  often  have  I,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  lamented 
with  painful  anxiety,  that  I  was  not  near  you ;  that  I  was 
prevented,  by  dreadful  circumflances,  from  taking  a  fhare 
with  your  amiable  and  lovely  daughter,  in  affording  you 
that  attention  and  comfort  of  which  your  feeling  and  af- 
flifted  heart  flood  fo  much  in  need  I  Undoubtedly  my 
fervices  could  never  have  been  equal  to  his,  whofe  fate 
we  deplore :  but  I  am  bold  to  think,  that  in  the  tender- 
nefs  of  my  feelings,  and  in  your  own  heart,  you  would  in 
me  have  recognifed  a  fon.  I  have  fometimes  thought, 
tbat  you  miffed  me;  that  after  recoUciSling  every  thing 
which  makes  me  indebted  to  your  goodnefs,  your  advice, 
and  example,  you  have  not  entirely  removed  me  from  your 
thoughts.     You  will  eafily   believe,  that  this  was  one  of 
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the  rclicclions  which  has  given  mc  the  grentcft  (jegrcc  of 
plcal'ure.  The  certainty  of  holding  unaltcraljly  a  j)laco 
in  the  affection  of  ar  rftcemrd  fthjcc^,  in  Ipitc  of  misfor- 
tune and  feparation,  has  a  pccuUar  effecl:  in  animating  the 
heart  of  that  man  who  is  free  from  felf  reproach. 

**  The  obfervations  you  will  find  in  this  work  itfelf  are 
not  fo  perfect  as  they  miglit  have  b^en ;  blit  you  know 
what  difficulties  a  trav^ellcr,  who  wifhes  to  convey  informa- 
tion, has  to  combat.  He  is  always  obliged  to  be  fctistied 
with  the  anfwers  given  to  his  queftions:  he  does  not  ofteit 
find  a  man  at  leifure  or  difpofed  to  give  the  infprmation 
that  is  required:  the  perfbn  who  is  qqeftioned  about  the 
objedls  of  his  own  bufinefs,  frequently  knows  no  more  thare 
IS  necefTary  to  carry  it  on,  and  is  incapable  ^of,  conveying, 
his  ideas  to  another  even  on  the  fubiedl  of- his  own  occupa- 
tion.  And  it  happens  flill  more  frequently  that  party-fpirit, 
felf-intereft,  or  prejudice,  deprive  thofe  anfwers  of  all  man- 
^ner  of  truth  and  candour.  The  traveller  himfelf  is  often 
deficient  in  making  the  proper  enquiries;  he  often  view* 
tilings  with  a  prejudice,  imbibed  from  a  certain^  fyilem, 
and  according  to  which  he  regulates  all  his  queflions,  and 
all  the  anfwers  he  receives.  To  -,  thefe  real  difficulties  are 
^^  frequently  added  thofe  which  arife  out  of  the  perfonal 
*' fituation  of  the  traveller,  from  the  circumflances  of  the 
moment,  or  from  fome  opinioris  which  he  nlay  have  already 
formed,  before  he  makes  his  inquiries.    It  is  eaiy  therefore 
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to  conceive  h6^y  cliilkiilt  it  is  for  a  perfon  who  travels  to 
acquire  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  every  thing. 

♦♦  I  do  not  fay,  that  in  this  tour  I  have  had  the  good 
fi>rtune  to  keep  clear  of  the  rocks  againft  which  fo  nuiny 
travellers  have  ilruck.  But  I  may  fay  that  I  have  done 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  infert  nothing  but  what 
IS  authentic.  As  far  as  I  poflibly  could,  I  have  made 
inquiries  concerning  the  fame  thing  of  feveral  men,  of 
different  interefls  and  opinions.  I  have  done  my  utmoll 
endc.ivour  to  get  rid  of  every  partial  opinion,  I  might  have 
previoufly  formed ;  in  ftiort,  1  have  fought  after  truth  by 
every  means  in  my  power.  The  idea  of  writing  only  for 
you,  for  my  friends,  and  for  myfelf,  has  made  me  ftill  more 
ilri^  and  attentive  witli  regard  to  the  materials  which  I 
colle<fted,  ^nd  the  Recounts  I  afterwards  made  from  them. 
I  have  likewife  liated  almoft  on  every  occafion,  the  fources 
from  whence  I  drew  them ;  in  order  to  engage  your  aj)prp- 
bation,  or  fliew  where  doubts  ought  to  be  entertained* 
I  have  not,  knowingly,  ftated  any  thing  that  was  erroneous; 
but  ftill  I  am  far  from  fuppqfmg  that  1  have  efcaped  every 
*kind  of  error.  I  have  frequently  in  one  place  been  unable 
to  obtain  an  account  of  certain  circumftances,  concern- 
ing which  I  had  in  anotlier  place  acquired  very  full  in- 
formation. Although  fome  books  of  travels  in  America 
may  contain  fewer  fa6ls  tlian  I  have  colledled ;  ycjt  1  do 
not  the  lef^,  on  this  account,  perceive  the  dcfc6ls  of  my 
*    ■  •  c  a  ^  tour, 
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tour,  which  I  might  with  more   cunning,  but   with  lefs 
fairnefs,  have  concealed  from  my  friends.  ^  i  m    »>♦ 

"  The  territory  of  the  United  States  is  perhaps  the 
only  country  in  the  world  which  it  is  moft  difficult  to  be 
made  acquainted  with,  unlefs  you  have  traverfed  it  your- 
felf.  It  is  a  country  altogether  in  a  ftate  of  progreffive 
advancement.  What  is  to-day  a  fa6l  with  regard  to 
its  population,  its  management,  its  value,  and  trade, 
will  no  longer  be  fo  in  fix  months  to  come ;  and  ftill  lefs  in 
fix  months  more.  It  is  like  a  youth,  who  from  the  ftate  of 
a  boy  is  growing  into  manhood,  and  whofe  features,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  year,  no  longer  refemble  the  original 
pi6bire  that  had  been  drawn  of  him.  The  accounts  given 
by  travellers  at  prefent,  and  perhaps  for  many  years  to  come, 
can  only  ferve  as  the  means  of  enabling  diftant  pofterity  to 
form  a  comparifon  between  the  ftate  which  the  country 
fliall  then  be  in,  and  what  it  formerly  was.  In  this  point  of 
view  it  appears  to  me,  that  fuch  accounts  are  far  from 
being  ufeleis.      '-  ■  ^         .^^  h  r 

,  **  Every  xlay  I  travelled,  I  wrote  down  the  accounts,  juft 
as  I  received  them.  Whenever  I  remained  for  fome  time  in 
the  fame  place,  I  put  together  what  information  I  had  col- 
le<fted,  and  arranged  it  in  a  better  order.  I  have  been  in 
many  places  oftener  than  once ;  confequently  the  obferva- 
tions  made  concerning  them  have  been  written  at  the  dif- 
ferent times  I  happened  to  be  there.     It  would  have  been 
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eafy  enough  to  have  put  them  together  into  one  article : 
but  in  that  cafe  I  ihould  not  have  written  merely  a  Journal 
of  my  travels,  which  was  what  I  had  wiflied  to  do ;  that 
being  perhaps  the  only  kind  of  work  which  does  not  require 
greater  talents  than  mine,  and  where  truth  can  be  the  prin^ 
cipal  merit.  -        ,       . 

**  I  have  fometimes  made  remarks  which  had  properly 
no  connec^tion  with  my  tour  :  it  is  a  great  fatisfadlion  to 
him  who  writes  for  his  friends,  that  he  is  fure  of  their 
fympathifing  affection,  though  he  fhould  give  himfelf  up  to 
the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the  moment. 

"  No  doubt  I  ftand  in  need  of  forgivenefs  for  having 
occafionally  yielded  to  an  imperious  neceflity,  and  for  hav- 
ing been  carried  away  by  the  force  of  impreflions  which 
were  only  of  a  perfonal  nature.  My  friends  will  view  thefe 
deviations  with  indulgence;  and  perhaps  they  will  even  ex- 
perience favour  with  thofe  readers  to  whom  my  prefent 
fituation  may  be  known.  m>    '    /-.         j;  j.  tit^  •  )i;  ?*  t^ 

**  With  regard  to  the  ilyle  of  this  work;  probably  my 
endeavours  to  make  it  as  perfpicuous  as  poflible,  which  has 
been  my  chief  objeA,  has  been  produ6live,  in  fome  places, 
of  tedious  prolixity,  and  frequent  tautology.  To  write  with 
as  much  purity  and  corredlnefs  as  we  are  capable  of,  we 
want  more  leifure  than  he  can  fpare,  who  binds  himfelf  to 
commit  to  paper  every  day  the  obfervations  he  has  made, 
whatever  may  be  his  fituation.  _ 
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"  I  have  fometlmcs  made  ufeof  Englilh  terms,  and  fomc- 
times  turned  them  into  Frencli;  always  taking  pains,  how- 
ever, to  tranflate  them  as  corredlly  as  poflible  ;  this  I  have 
done  whenever  I  found  it  praxSlicable,  and  never  loft  fight 
of  the  true  meaning.     Still  tliere  are  fome  words,  which, 
when  tranflated,  do  not  perfedlly  convey  the  fignification 
that  attached  to  them  in  Engliih :  for  example— the  word 
cleared  iignifies  a  piece  of  land  where  fome  great  trees  have 
l)een  felled,  and  others  have  had  an  inciiloncut  round  them  in 
the  bark,  and  the  branches  lopt  off  and  burnt ;  in  order  that 
corn  may  be  fowo,     Tliis  is  not  perfe(9:ly  cxjidained  by  the 
woixl  eclair cl,w\iic\\  only  means  that  fome  branches  have  been 
cut  off ;  either  for  the  purpofe  ©f  foi^warding  tiie  growth  of 
thofe  that  remain,  or  of  adding  to  a  pleafant  profpedl.    The 
term  defriche  always  iignifies  otfltivat-ed  ground  from  which 
the  roots  have  been  taken  away  i    but  that   land  which  in 
America  is  called  cleared^  is  frequently  7iot  cultivated.    The 
French  tranflation  of  the  term  jlor-e  is  magazin  :  but  it  is 
frequently  expreffed  by  the  word  boutique :  and  yet  neither 
of  thefe  words  conveys  its  meaning  completely,  according 
to  the  particular  character,  object  and  ufe  of  ftore  in  Ame- 
jrica  ;  and  efpecially  in  places  thinly  inhabited.     The  words 
magamn  and  boutique  may  be  met  with  repeatedly  in  books 
of  travels,  but  the  reader  will  never  be  able  from  them  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  meaning   which  belongs  to  the  word 
Jlore  in  America.     A  ftore  is  a  Ihop  or  place  where    all 
•'•»''  kinds 
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i'nds  of  commodities  intended  for  confumption  arc  to  be 
found,  and  fold  by  retail ;  nothing  is  excluded  from  it  : 
liere  are  candles  and  matches,  as  well  as  fluff  and  tape. 
The  word  fettlcr  has  never  the  fame  meaning  with  habitant, 
the  fettlcr,  in  general,  is  a  man  who  repairs  to  a  particular 
place,  with  an  intention  of  fettling  in  it ;  but  he  is  not 
always  the  inhabitant  of  it.  A  tra6t  of  land  is  faid  to  be 
fettled,  when  a  fufficient  number  of  inhabitants  have  fixed 
themfelves  in  it :  but  the  meaning  of  this  kind  of  fettle- 
men  t-c^atiftfeter  be'exprelTed  by  the  words  t^j*^/V/,  peupUy 
or  etaUi.  Jln^opder  to  exprefs  certain  oircuinftanc^s  and 
fituations  in  a  new  ttate,  it  is  no  extraordinary  thiijg  to  be 
obliged*  to  aJdopt  itew  terms.  Therefore,  inj  dear  'friend , 
you  ■will,  Avitboiit 'doubt,  fotgive  me  for  bavieg- attempted 
to  introduce  new  words  intb  our  language. 

**  In  a  word,  dear  Aunt,  whatever  imperfedlions  this 
work  may  pofTefs,  I  offer  it  to  you  with  confidence  j 
although  to  others  it  may  be  indifferent,  I  am  certain,  that 
to  you  it  will  be  abundantly  interefting."  ^^ 
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Page  12.  for  Medot  read  Medco. 

1 6.  for  s^  the  read  ^. 

1 7 .  for  /Af  frovijSm  ,is  read  /iJ*  provifitns,  ore. 
35.  for //&<!»  read  ^«/. 

35,  36, 37.  for  Drntkers  read  Tuniers, 
95.  for  cotiquently  read  nn/equetttly, 

1 00.  for  prtftrttd  read  pie/erred  tnt. 

15  j.  for  cultivation  read  circulation. 

272.  for  0W  read  «Mr. 

236.  for  M  f»  cev«r  read  «;  («tvrt 


Page  38  ; .  for  greemuttd  read  Uafvoood. 
417.  ioT  faltjlockfijh  xt»A  fnlt  fijh. 
434.  for  w  compat  .itivtlyxtzfi  are  comparatively. 
444.  iov/upp  er  xtsAfuppwt. 
441.  for  inhabited  read  uninhabited. 
450.  for  tvauU-tnilis  rezd/itlling-mills, 
476.  for  fieer/mate  read  0f0/«. 
600.  for  rattk-fnake  read  wa/CT-  rattle-fnake, 
6a6»  for  ^^vV/^  Carolina  read  ^»/^  Carolina,  j 
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A  RESIDENCE  of  five  months  in  Philadelphia  has  afforded  me  it 
degree  of  previous  information  relative  to  the  United  States, 
from  -which  1  cannot  fail  to  derive  dSential  iervic^  in  the  couric  of  my 
intended  journey.  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  witli  an  agrec'< 
able  young  EngUlhman,  who  is  -wdl  informed^  is  a  plca&nt  companion^ 
and  is  uncommonly  fond  of. ti'avelling.  His  liame  is  Guillemard, 
and  he  is  defcended  from  dee  of  thofe  French  familieis,  w^ith  -which  our 
unhappy  diiFcrenccs  in  religious  matters  enriched  England.  He  has  been 
induced  to  vifit  this  part  of  the  world,  folcly  by  a  wifli  to  obtun  accurate 
information  relative  to  America,  without  any  view  what?ver  of  pecu* 
niary  advantage  from  his  expedition :  a  rare  inilance  of  liberality^of  mind. 
With  a  fortune  handfome,  though  not  large,  he  deems  himfelf  iuificiently 
opulent;  and  the  inquiiltivc  turn  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  his  djfmterefted 
temper,  dlfqualiiics  him  fot  thoiepuriuits,  hy  which  many  perfoas  in  this 
country  rapidly  enlarge  their  fortune.  I  am  perfuaded  he  is  the  beft  tra*- 
Telling  companion  I  could  have  found,  and  1  fliall  endeavour  to  imprefs 
^im  with  a  -Similar  opinion  of  me  <befb]K;'the  cloie  of  the  fununcr. 


-frVmiVZi-    ^ff^of  May,  17QS, 


H  JOV  A 


Wc  intended  to  have  fct  out  <it  an  early  ^our  yefterday  momii^,  kmt 
o\3t  departure  was  delayed  till  this  day  at  noon;  a  trying  delay,  how- 
c^cr,  confidering  the  length  of  the  journey.,  on  which  wc  enter.    We 
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■2  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

have  Icl't  Philadelphia.  Our  party  confifts  of  Gulllcinard,  myfclf, 
his  Englifli  fervant,  our  three  horfes,  a  fourth  to  carry  our  higgage,  and 
my  faithful  dog  Cartouche,  who  has  been  my  conftant  corhpanion  thefc 
fix  years.  I  left  PhiFadclphia  with  plcafurc ;  but  I  bear  with  me  a 
ftrong  feeling  of  gratitude  towards  a  great  number  of  Us  inhabitants, 
who  have  treated  me  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs.  I  am  particularly  im- 
prefled  with,  fcnthncnts  of  affe<ftion  for  the  members  of  the  refpedable 
family  of  Cwero,  who  received  me  as  one  of  their  friends,  and  who 
muft  appear  highly  amiable  even  to  tfiofb,  who  have  not  fo  many  rcafons- 
to  praife  them,  as  I  have.  They  an.  good,  eftimable,  and  agreeable,  in  every, 
point  of  view:  my  warmeft  thanks,  my  beft  wilhes  remain  with  them. 

Notwithftandingthe  kind  reception,  which  I  met  with  in  Philadelphia, 
I  am  glad  I  have  left  it.  A  poor  foreigner,  conftantly  overwhelmed  witb 
civilities,  whichheis  unable  to  return,  muft  even  at  beft  lead;  an  unplca- 
fant  life.  He- endures  a  ftate  of  conftant  dependence,  fraught  with  me- 
lancholy refledions,  which  the  apprehenfton  of  being  burthenfome  gene- 
rally infpires.  He  imagines  himfelf  indebted  to  pity  for  the  kindnefs  he 
experiences^  which,  did"  it  a^hially  Spring  from  that  fonrce,  would  bo 
cruelty.  Often  does  he  indulge  luch  reflexions  with  injuftice,  miftruft 
being  the  infeparable  companion  of  the  deftitute,  on  whom  what  is  called 
philofophy- has  but  little  influence.  ::   • 

Hitherto  we  have  travelled  in  the  fame  road;  tHrougK  which  wb  palfcd 
about  a  fortnight  ago.  In  this  place  I  ftiall  infert  the  journal  of  that 
little  tour,  which,  although  it  bears  no  proportion  in  length -to  the  ac-* 
count  that  I  propofe  to  write  of  the  remainder  of  my  travels,  will  notj; 
\  truft,  prove  wholly  imintercftihg. . 


•.*'.i'|H#ti'*5^l'j-? 


:io...rr 


Inm  "rii 


"     "f1!(l 


A  TOUR  TO  AND  FROM  NORRIS  TOWN. 

ON  the  twentieth  of  April  Mr.  Gruillemard,  Caleb  Lowstes, 
and '  rrty felf,  fet  Out  on'  horfeback  from  Philadelphia,  through  Ridge 
Road,  on  our  wdy  to  Norris  Town.   This  road,  like  all  the  public  roads 
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in  Penniylvania,  is  very  bad,  for  provision  is  brought  to  that  city  from 
all  parts  in  )argc  and  heavy  laden  waggons.  The  conftaiit  paflage  of 
thcfe  waggons  deftroys  the  roads,  clpccially  near  the  town,  where  fe- 
deral of  them  meet.  Kidgc  Road  is  almoft  impaflable.  'jI;-  '/  ;!.U./  ,vnt 
ii  The  diftrid  of  the  city  extends  abo\it  four  or  five  miles  north  and 
ibuth,  and  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Schuylkill.  This  extent  was 
originally  afligned  to  it  by  William  Pen'n,  when  he  formed  the  plan 
of  the  city.  He  promifcd  to  every  fettlcr,  who  fliould  ;^urchafe  five 
thoufand  acres  of  land  in  the  country,  one  hundred  acres  within  thccity- 
diilrid,  and  two  town-lhares ;  a.  promife  which  was  faithfully  fulfilled 
by  him  and  by  his  fucccifors,  As  long  as  any  tovvn-fliarcs  and  acres  of 
land  within  the  diftridt  remained  for  diftribution.  William  Penn 
kept  only  five  or  fix  thoiifand  acres  for  himfelf.  This  land  is  in  its  foil  of 
a  very  indifferent  quality,  but  its  vicinity  to  the  town  occafions  it  to  be 
bought  with  great  cagerncfs.  It  is  covered  with  country-houfcs,  which, 
in  point  of  architeAurc,  are  very  fimple;  from  their  great  number  they 
•however  enliven  and  ;pmbellifh  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Very  few  of 
them  arc  without  a  fmall  garden;  but  it  is  rare  to  obfcrve  one,  that  ha*? 
a  grove  adjoining,  or  that  is  furrounded  with  trees;  it  is  the  cuflom  of 
the  country  to  have  no  wood  near  the  houfes.  Cuftoms  are  fomctimes 
founded  in  reafon,  but  it  is  difficult  to  conjediure  the  defign  of  this  prac- 
tice in  a  country,  where  the  heat  in  fummcr  is  altogether  intolerable,  and 
where  the  flru dure  of  the  houfes  is  defignedly  adapted  to  exclude  that 
cxceffive  heat.*  cj^i^j^.  .^jjj**  y4i.,4ii  *,  ,*i»v4t»y:  r^w**.' •  {  Evj.>«t<:  ii.  ,»>:; 
**  Land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  worth  about  eighty  dollars  an  acre ; 
three  years  ago  it  was  worth  only  forty-two.  Two  miles  from  the  city 
Hidge  Road  inteneds  the  entrenchments,  which  the  Englifh  conftrudled 
•during  the  lafl  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  Philadelphia,  after  they 
had  penetrated  into  Pennfylvania  through   the   Chefapeak.     The  re- 


*  The  reafon  Is,  becaufe  the  countiy  was  unlv-cvfally  wooded,  when  the  building  of 
Ihefc  houfes  was  firft  begun  ;  and  in  a  country  thus  wooded,  to  clear  t^ic  (pace  rouiidtbe 
<]vvening-houfe  wasjuftas  natural,  as  to  piant  round  the  houfe  in  a  cdiintry  bthcrwife 
bare  of  wood.— 7Vc«y7fl/o>*.       *.    i».-i^i  .  ■-    <jj.    w^.i-^mw   -tw    ulir  H  ^    A*  "■   . 
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tmuins  of  thcfe  woirks  ar6  fiill  viijble.  But  thf  prcfcncc  of  the  Eaglifh 
is  more  ibrongly  tciliiicd  by  the  juins  of  many  holfibiirat  and  haU'  demo^ 
liihed  hoiifes'*  fo  many  exprefiivc  moniunents  of  'that  inv^ctcrate  animo* 
fity,  with  which  the  war  was  carried  on>  and  which  was  highly  difgraccful 
to  th6  generous  fentimcnts  of  a  people,  who  well  know,  that  every  evil 
inflided  on  an  enemy,  even  in  time  of  war,  without  the  pilea  6f  necciTity 
or  advstntage,.  is  a  crime.  Alas !  the  evils  o{  &ich  »  Aate,  howcves  allje<* 
viatcd,  will  flill  be  far  too  numerous.  .'•  »'r^  .vf'*>  --vt  ?io 

'  A&  the  country  on  this  fide  of  Philadelphia  pofTcfies  more  variety  than 
on  any  other,  it  is  here  we  difcover  the  mofli  agreeable  pro^^dla,  fome  oi 
which  are  truly  charming ;  and  more  fi>,  the  nearer  iKreJaf^roaoh  the 
Schuylkill.  The. contrail  hetwjeen  the  rocks,  which  form  tht  banks,  of 
this  river,  and  the  munerous  meadows  and  adjacent  com  fields,  givcfr 
this  profpe^  a  mixture  of  romantk  wiklnefs^  and  cultivated  beauty,  which 
is  really  deligbtfuh  y  i  diU'ji  im^iudi 

.The  road  we  have  entered  dpattiot  join  the  Schuylkill^  except  neat 
the  falls.  Thb  ndme  has  been  iveiy  improper^  given  to  a^iflight  inet> 
quality  in  the  level  of  the  ilream,  produced  by  pieces  of  sock  of  un^ 
equal  fize  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  which,  as  they  accelerate  the  motion^ 
of  the  water  with  a  certam  noife,  iobArod,  no  doubt,,  the  navigation; 
yet  fo  far  are  they  froi;i  forming  any  coniideraihle  water-fall,  that  they- 
are  entirely  covered  at  high  water ;  and  at  thait  time  ^fldl  veiTeh,  which, 
ply  along  the  right  bank,  pafs  thefe^i^,  although  not  without  dan^^ 
ger.  A  fmall  rivulet,  which,  a  Ihort  diflance  above  fi^ie  falls,  run» 
into  the  Schuylkill,  turns  feveral  tobacco,  muflard,  chocolate,  paper^and 
othermills;;  none  of  whi(;h  <ire  confiderahle  buiUixigs^  but  their. great 
variety  enlivens  and  bemitiftes  the  landfcapet.  Above  the  falls,  a  Mr.  Ni- 
cholson pofleiGTes  large  iron-works,  a  button  manufadory,  and  a  glafs- 
hqufe.  But  none  of  thefe  works  are  yet  completed.  The  buildings^ 
however,  which  appear  to  be  well  conitruded,  are  nearly  all  finiflied. 
A  particular  building  is  affigned  to  every  different  branch  of  labour ;  and 
the  largeil^is^  .deigned  for  the  habitation  of  the  workmen,  of  whom  Mr. 
Nichoifon  will  be  obliged  to  keep  at  leaft  a  hundred.  Thefe  build- 
i,i.^':M..i    -■"  ■       '     •'.:  ii  1-1        -    _  •   .      ings 
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ings  are  on  the  right  bank,  and  the  warehoufc,  which  is  to  receive  the 
manufa^res,  is  qd  the  oppofite  fide.  The  pieces  of  rock,  which  occa«- 
iion  the  falls,  form  an  eafy  communication  acrofs  the  river,  and  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  conilruAion  of  a  bridge,  were  fuch  a  projedl  to  be 
carried  into  execution.  :^ry  trr.  i^  't||  .-^• 

.w  The  fituation  of  this  fettlement  is  extremely  well  chofen ;  for,  on  the 
■very  <jx>t  where  the  navigation  of  the  river  is  intercepted,  all  the  mate- 
rials necefiary  can  be  procured  from  both  fides  of  the  water.  The  fand 
required  for  the  glais-houie  is  brought  from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware ; 
the  cail-iron  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  pit- 
coal  (which  is  fold  in  Philadelphia  at  two  fhillings,  or  four  fifteenths  of 
a  dollar  per  boAiel)  from  Virginia.  The  complp^ion  of  the  canal,  which 
is  to  uiute  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
iale  of  the  manufa<fhires>  The  want  of  thefe  commodities,  which  have 
hitherto  been  drawn  chiefly  from  Europe,  enfiires  thenv  a  certain,  mar*- 
ket ;  in  Ihort,  every  thing  promifes  iuccefs  to  this  undertaking.  All 
theft  natural  advantages  however  muft  vanifh,  if  ever  there  fhould  arife 
a  want  of  money,  large  and  prompt  fiipplies  of  which  are  requifitc  t^ 
^ve  a<ftivity  to  the  whole ;  as  well  as  judgment,  induftry  and  economy. 

There  is  in  America  a  fcarcity  of  perfons  capable  of  conducing  a  bu-^ 
finefs  of  this  kind.  There  are  alio  but  few  good  workmen,  who  ar6 
with  difficulty  obtained,  and  whofc  wages  are  exorbitant.  The  conduc- 
tors of  Mr.  Nicholfbn's  manufaiflories  are  faid  to  be  very  able  mem 
But  then  a  whole  year  may  elaple,  before  the  workmen  fall  into  »  proper 
train  of  bufinef^,  fo  that  Mr.  Nicholibn  s  fituation  does  not  afford  the 
moft  fiatteiing  profpeAs  of  fuccefs,  if  his  returns  be  not  rapid,  as  weH- 
as  large. 

The  conductors  of  the  manufa^ories  being  abient.  We  were  not  able 
to  obtain  more  ample  in^rmation  coi^cerning  this  eflabliihment,  and  for 
the  fame  reafbn  we  ccMildrjlot  karn,  whether  it  be  intended"  to  make  ufe 
of  the  fame  machines,  whidh  are  ufcd  in  the  great  iron- works  in  Europe. 
The  whole  road  frqmPhiiaifelphia  to  Roxborough.  is  fiill  of  granite,  and 
covered  with  a  fdrt  of  mica,  which  is  reducible  to  the  fineft  dufl. 

About 
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.  About  half  a  mile  from  Mr.  Nicliplfon's  buildings,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Schuylkill,  is  the  houlc  of  one  Robertson,  where  we  intended  firil 
to  Hop. 

Robcrtfon,  i  quaker,  and  brother  of  Caleb  Lownes's  wife,  is  a  mil- 
ler jind  farmer  on  his  own  account.  He  poflefles  an  cilate  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  of  which  thirty  only  arc  covered  with  wood. 
The  land  is,  on  the  whole,  of  very  inferior  quality  in  this  <iiftri<ft. 
T'hcre  is  but  little  wheat  cultivated  here,  the  common  grain  being  maize, 
.chilled  in  America  Indian  corn,  rye,  and  fome  oats.  An  acre  generally 
yields. from  tw.ciity-five  to  thirty  bulhcls  of  maize,  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  bufhels  of  rye,  and  about  ten  bulhels  of  wheat.  Mr.  Robert-- 
ion  manures  his  land ;  but  it  is  a  furpriilng  fad,  that  he  fetches  his  dung 
from  Philadelphia  at  the  high  price  of  three  dollars  a  load,  containing 
about  five  cubic  feet,  when  he  might  .cafily  prxacure  it  an  abundance  on 
his  own  farm.  Seven  fuch  loads  are  allowed  to  every  acre,  and  his  land  is 
manured  every  three  or  four  years.  His  jtneadows  jare  Superior  to  the  fcfl 
of  his  groi^nds.;  in  common  with  all  other  American  iarmcrs>  he  mixts 
|>la{ler  of  Paris  with  his  feed^  Four  oxen  and  two  horfes  are  fuificient  to 
do  the  work  of  this  farrn,  a  part  of  which  js  fo  fteep,  as  to  be  incapable 
©f  cultivation.  Day-labourers  are  procured  here  without  much  diffi- 
culty ;  they  rccciYe  four  ibillings  a  day  witli  board,  oi*  five  fhillings  and 
nine  pence  without  it.  The  price  of  Indian  corn  is  five  fhillings  a 
bufhcljof  wh<iatirom  nine  to  .twelve,  and  of  barley  fix.     Hay  is  gene- 

;  -rally  fold  at  fixtecn  or  eighteen  doUars  a  tun,  but  at  this  time  it  is  thirty- 
three.  Common  meadows  yield  about  three  tuns,  but  thofe  in  a  good 
fitua^ion^  which  .are  properly  cultivated,  and  fown  with  clover  or  other 
grafs,   at   times  produce  eight  tuns.     Mr.  Robcrtfon  buys  lean  cattle, 

"  irom  the  ^tteiiing  of  which  he  derives  a  profit  of  fixteen,  twenty, 
•pr  twenty-five  dollars  a  head.  Robcrtfon  however  aflcrts,  that  hay  ifi 
the  moil  lucrative  produce  ^rifing  from  the  meadows ;  at  leafl  it  is  that 
which,  with  equal  profit,  recjuires  the  leafl  toil.  I  am  afionillicd  at  the 
fallow  arguments  the  farmers  of  this  country  offer,  to  juflify  this  fa- 
vourite fyflcm,  of  avoiding  whatever  requires  labour.  On  this  principle 
fV'^jE  .    Mr. 
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Mr.  Robertfon  will  not  keep  a  dairy,  or  make  cither  butter  or  checfe, 
though,  were  he  to  try  the  cxpci  iment,  he  would  loon  experience  its  ad- 
vantages. It  appears,  that  thia  cuftom  partly  armies  from  tl»c  I'caicity  and 
great  cxpaicc  ot'  labourers,  but  Hill  more  from  the  prevailing  indilicr- 
encc  and  indolence  of  the  farmers,  who  prefer  the  indulgence  of  thi» 
difpolitioii  to  a  fmall  advantage.  It  is  alfo,  in  fome  mcafure,  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  national  charac^ler,  in  which  indolence  is  a  very  ftriking 
feature.  In  point  of  agricultiual  knowledge,  llobcrtlbn  is  but  little  fu- 
perior  to  the  lervant,  who  conducits  his  bufmcis;  he  is  filled  with  preju- 
dices, and  is  even  ignorant  of  many-  things,  which  in  Europp  arc  confir 
dercd  as  the  a  b  eof  hufbandry^* 

il'lHc  appears,  however,  to  be  far  more  fkilful,  as  a  miller.  His  mill, 
which  is  faid'to  be  the  firil  tliat  was  built  in  America^  is  worked  by  a 
rtv)!ilet,^  called  Wiffahiccon,  w-hicli  turns  twenty-five  other  mills,  before 
it  reabhes  Robertfon's.  It  ha»  three  water-courfes,  and  three  fep'arate 
nulls,  two  of  which  work  for  the  manufactory,-  as  they  call  it,  and  one 
for  thepubUo.  The  latter  grinds  all  the  corn  which  is  brought  hither, 
without  the  leaft  alteration  of  the  mill-flones,  in  its  paffing  from  the 
grain  to  the  flour ;  which  naturally  renders  the  meal  very  indiftercnt  t 
the  miller's  due  is  one  tenth,  according  to  the  law  of  the  land.  Ro- 
bertson docs  not  grind  any  Indian  corn  on  his  ow'n  account,  nor  has  he 
any  kiln  to  dry  it.  Meal  from  this  corn  is  not  bad,  if  fpecdily  ufed ;  but 
it  h  not  fit  fop  being  long  kept,  and  yields  but  little.- 
.  ,The  com  is  brought .  hither  in  waggons,  and  the  cranes,  inftcad  of 
turning  it  out  of  the  veffel^  lift  it  up  from  the  \vaggons  into  the  granary, 
which  is  very  fmall ;  and  the  com  lies  in  heaps,  the  feveral  floors  being 
low,  dark  and  dirty. 
„     Robertibn   grinds  yearly  from   forty-five  to   about  fifty    thoufand 


*  Tkis  indifference  to  improvement,  of  whicli  the  Duke  complains,  Is  alwayt  to  be 

■  obferved  while  agriculture  is  in  its  infancy  in  a  country,  and  while  there  is  enough  of 

land,  but  little  accumulated  ftock.     It  is  the  charaAeriftic  of  a  particular  ftate  of  fo- 

ciety  {  and  does  notoriginate  from  the  accidental  and  peculiar  caufes,  to  which  he  afcribes 

it. — Tranjlam. 
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bufhels  of  com,  which  he  procures  from  Virginia  and  New-York ;  and 
ibmc  is  even  brought  from  the  upper  parts  of  Pcnniylvania.  There  are, 
however,  fo  many  mills  along  the  Schuylkill, that  he  receives  but  little  from 
that  part  of  the  country.  The  grain  pvocurcd  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
bay  comes  by  Philadelphia,  from  whiqh  it  is  brought  to  the  mill,  which  is 
large  enough  to  contain  about  ten  thoufand  bulhels.  Six  horfes  arc  con- 
llantly  employed  in  carrying  the  meal  to  Philadelphia,  and  bringing  back 
corn  in  return.  This  journey  is  often  performed  twice  a  day.  The 
water  of  the  Wiflahiccon  is  never  frozen,  nor  does  the  mill  ever  ceafc 
working,  except  in  a  cafe  of  the  utmoft  neceflity.  Mr*  Robertfon 
employs  about  his  mill  five  men,  three  of  whom  he  pays ;  he  gives  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  a  year  to  the  firil,  and  eighty  to  «ach  of  the 
other  two.  The  rcil  arc  apprentices,  who  receive  nothing  but  vidualS) 
clothes,  &c.  A  barrel  of  fiour  is  at  this  time  *  worth  ten  dollars.  Ro« 
bcrtibn  complains  of  the  quality  of  the  grain  of  laft  year,  which,  he 
lays,  is  not  heavy,  but  in  general  hollow.  I  have,  however,  feen  fbme 
very  good  grain  o(  lad  year.  I  beard  him  f«^  that  grain,  attacked  by  the 
Heflian  fly,  notwithAanding  it  becomes  bad  and  hollow,  yields  flour, 
which,  though  fomewhat  indigeftible,  is  not  quite  unwholeibme.  The 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill  were  vifited  lafl  year  by  great  munbers  of  thcle 
flics. 

J  The  county-rates  are  the  iame  at  Roxborpugh  as  in  the  whoie  diilrid 
of  Hiiladclphia,  of  which  this  place  forms  a  part,  namely,  from  fiv^  to 
fix  fhillings  per  cent,  upon  all  property.  The  other  taxes  have  of 
late  heen  reduced  to  little  or  nothing,  A  perfbn  in  aiiucnt  circum* 
iftances  pays  but  one  or  two  fhillings  towards  the  repair  of  the  high* 
roads.  Poor-rates  are  quite  unknown,  as  there  are&ldom  any  poor  iii 
the  country.;  and  «  imall  fum  has  been  kid  up  in  the* bank  fcMT  the  fup- 
port  of  the  poor,--4f  there  fhould  be  any ;  which  ifiibck  yields  annually 
about  forty  or  forty-two  dollars,  and  thefe  arc  added  to  the  capital.  There 
is  alfo  a  moderate  ta^c  of  fix  or  leven  ihillii^  on  every  hundred  pounds  a 
man  is  MorCh,  which  ixc  pays,  as  on  oflcring  towards  the  public  ibrvipe  of 
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the  (late,  that  he  may  remain  undidurbed  in  Ihe  enjoyment  ot*  his  pro- 
perty. And  this  is  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia — furcly  this  muft  be  a 
happy  country.*  '  m  • 

The  Wiflahiccon  flows  between  hills,  which  arc  high  and  covered 
with  wood.  A  fine  water-fall  of  about  fcvcn  or  eight  feet,  and  as  broad 
as  the  bed  of  the  rivulet,  fupplies  Robcrtfon  with  more  water  than 
would  be  required  for  turning  many  more  mills.  The  banks  of  the  rivu- 
let bear  a  wild  and  romantic  appearance,  and  the  brook,  winding  in  the 
moft  beautiful  meanders  through  the  woods  and  rocks,  forms  a  grand, 
yet  gloomy,  profpe<5l,  which  catches  and  detains  the  eye,  and  difpofcs 
the  mind  to  penfivc  refledlion.  The  varioxis  fituations  of  this  fublunary 
life  prefcnt  to  us  the  Himc  objedis  in  very  different  points  of  view.  How 
different  arc  the  imprcffions  I  now  feel,  from  the  plcafing  fcnfations  with 
which  memory  and  hope  once  enlivened  my  fancy— but  1  will  depart, 
and  be  happy,  that  I  may  not  enhance  my  misfortunes  by  painful  rc- 
flciftions.  •  -  •  ^  '  .  •    ^  '*       ■ 

From  Roxborough  we  proceeded  on  to  Springmill.  After  haA'ing  left 
the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  we  travelled  through  a  tra<ft  of  country  in- 
terfered by  a  regularly  alternate  fucceflion  of  hills  and  vallies.  Wc 
found  here  feveral  badly  watered  meadows,  which  arc  capable  of  great 
improvements.  The  farms  here  are  very  clofe  to  one  another ;  all  the 
land  is  cultivated  ;  very  little  wood  is  to  be  feen,  at  leaft,  without  going 
to  a  diflancc  from  the  highway.  As  we  proceed,  the  country  becomes 
extremely  beautiful.  The  corn-fields  arc  now  green,  the  leaves  begin  to 
fprout  forth,  and  the  fruit-trees  arc  covered  with  bloffoms ;  all  nature  re- 
vives, her  face  glows  with  life  and  beauty  ;  and  my  temper  has  not  yet 
attained  fo  great  a  degree  of  apathy,  as  to  render  me  infenfible  to  the 
charms  of  this  fcafon,  which  always  captivated  me  with  irrcfiftible  power. 


•  It  i«  the  proportion  between,  «« the  one  Aand,  what  may  be  gained  in  every  (ituation, 
Awith  tAe  d'lvtrjity  of  fuch  filuations — and,  on  the  other  hand,  what  is  to  be  paid  Jor  public 
proteftion,  with  the  degree  of  /ccurity  and  comfort  fuch  prote£tion  may  give ; — which  is 
the  fole  and  precife  point  upon  which  an  eftimation  like  that  which  the  Duke  here 

*-<•:-;../•  '    ""^^  .    '    V  'Yet 
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Yet  the  uninterrupted  an3  high  fences  of  dry  wood  greatly  disfigure  the 
landicape,  and  produce  a  tedious  fainenefs.  Thefe  might  be  cafily  re- 
placed by  trees  which  endure  the  froft,  as  thorns  are  fiippofed  here  (I 
think  without  any  juft  ground)  to  be  unfuitable  to  the  climate.  Some 
of  the  fields  along  the  road  are  bordered  with  thaga  or  cedar,  but  thcle 
experiments  are  rare ;  and,  in  general,  the  land  is  inclofed  with  double 
•fences  of  wood.  The  country  is  covered  with  neat  houfes,  furrounded 
Vith  painted  railings ;  which  indicate  profperity,  without  reminding  us 
of  thofe  European  eftates,  which  arc  either  enriched  by.  a  refined  agri- 
culture, or  ornamented  with  cofldy  and  elegant  country-feats. 

Near  Springmill  we  again  faw  the  Schuylkill.  Springmill  confills  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  habitations,  which  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  knd  are 
moftly  either  farrAs  or  mills ;  it  is  fituated  in  a  valley,  far  more  extenfive 
and  fpacious  than  any  we  have  hitherto  pafled  ;  and  the  foil  is  alfo  fu- 
•perlor.  The  greateft  partis  grafs  land,  extending  as  far  as  the  river;, 
while  the  oppofite  bank,  fteep,  woody,  and  even  fbmewhat  rocky,  forms 
a  beautiful  contraft  with  the  charming  plains  of  Springmill.  The  prof- 
peft  up  and  down  the  river  is  extenfive,  and  ftrikingly  variegated  by 
'green  meadows  and  dark  mountains. 

Springmill  is  the  place,  where  is  fituated  the  farm,  mentioned  by  Bris- 
^OT  in  his  travels,  as  being  cultivated  by  a  Frenchman,  whofe  flcill  and 
•philofophy  he  highly  praifes.  This  Frenchman,  of  whofe  name  Briffot 
^ives  only  the  initial,  is  Mr.  Legaux.  His  farm  has  been  fold  on  account 
'of  his  inability  to  pay  the  fccond  inftallment  of  the  purchafe-money^ 
-He  now  aftually  rents  fifteen  acres,  which  he  has  converted  into  a  vinc~ 
yard.  But  the  prefent  moment  is  by  no  means  the  time,  in  which  vine- 
yards appear  to  the  greatefl  advantage ;  the  vine  fcarcely  begins  to  b\id,. 
and  is  almofl  without  life.  The  foil  is  very  good,  and,  as  far  as  we  were 
able  to  judge,  well  chofen,  both  on  account  of  its  fimny  fituation  and 
interior  quality ;  and  the  clcanlinefs,  as  well  as  fkill,  with  which  the 
ground  is  managed,  is  very  remarkable.  No  kitchen-garden  can  be  in 
better  order ;  the  vine-props  are  already  fixed  in  the  ground.  The  fifteen 
acres  give  employment  to  fix  labourers,  whom  Mr.  Legaux  procures 

without 
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without  much  trouble  ;  he  pays  them  three  Ihillings  and  nine  pence,  and 
provides  them  viduals.  His  dwelling  is  a  'mall  ftone  cottage,  one  ftory 
high,  about  twenty  feet  in  breadth  and  ten  feet  deep  ;  a  very  indifferent, 
dirty  kitchen,  fcparated  by  a  wainfcpt  partition  from  a  real  alcove,  which 
contains  a  miferable  bed,  conftitutes  all  .the  apartments  of  this  cottage. 
In  the  fmall  room  were  jumbled  together  in  one  confufed  heap,  books, 
furniture,  papers,  glafles,  bottles,  and  philofophical  inftruments.  The 
fight  of  a  man  of  liberal  education  reduced  to  fuch  penury,  excites  a 
painful  fenfation.  '     i  • 

Mr.  Legaux  was  not  at  home  on  our  arrival ;  we  were  informed  that 
he  was  in  Philadelphia,  as,  no  doubt,  we  were  fufpedlcd  as  unwelcome 
vifitors.  He  was,  however,  at  a  neighbour's ;  and  we  had  no  fooner  left 
his  houfe  to  remount  our  horfes,  than  we  were  called  back,  and  he  haf- 
tcned  up  to  us.  To  an  unfortunate  man,  reduced  to  fuch  a  (late  of  re- 
tirement, the  vifit  of  three  ftrangers  is  an  occurrence  not  to  be  flight- 
ed. He  knew  that  one  of  the  three  ftrangers  was  a  Frenchman,  for  I 
had  left  my  card.  The  view  of  a  countryman  at  lb  great  a  diftance 
from  our  native  land,  is  far  more  pleafmg  than  that  of  any  other  perfbn. 
It  is  fo  at  leaft  to  me,  though  the  pleafmg  fenfation  I  feel  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  is  frequently  embittered  by  the  thought,  that  at  this  unfortunate 
period  of  the  revolution  a  Frenchman  is  fometimes  the  \-cry  worft  com- 
pany which  a  Frenchr\.an  can  meet.  •?*•,*.  .    i 

Mr.  Legaux  accofted  us  with  a  countenance  whicK  apparently  bc- 
fpokc  content.  His  drefs  perfe<ftly  correfponded  with  the  reft  of  his 
«ftablifliment.  A  long  coarfe  flannel  waiftcoat,  black  breeches,  and 
ftockings  full  of  holes,  and  a  dirty  night-cap,  formed  his  whole  attire. 
He  is  a  man  of  about  fifty  or  fifty-five  years  of  age ;  his  eyes  are  very 
lively,  and  his  whole  phyfiognomy  indicates  cunning  rather  than  goodneis 
of  heart.  In  the  courfe  of  the  lliort  converfation  we  had  with  him,  he 
told  us,  that  the  cruel  and  rigorous  conduA  of  the  pcrfon  of  whom  he 
had  bought  the  eftate,  which  he  polTefled  at  the  time  of  poor  Briflbt's 
vifit  (this  was  his  exprcflion),  had  compelled  him  to  fell  it  again,  and  to 
rent  the  fmall  vineyard  which  he  was  now  cultivating.  He  confiders  the 
.  >.,4  -  C  2  fucccl^ 
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/trcccfs  of  this  cnterptize .  as  certain,  and  thinks  that  it  will  prove  very 
lucrative  to  him.     He  aflurcd  us  that  his  wines  arc  already  very  good,i 
though  the  oldcft  of  them  had  not  yet  been  in  the  cellar  more  than  two 
years.     They  are  Medot  vines ;  and  one  vine  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
for  which  he  paid  forty  guineas,-  has  already  produced  nearly  two  hun- 
dred layers.    He  faid  that  his  wine  is  of  a  peculiar  flavour,  yet  more  like 
the  "  vin  de  Grave^  than  any  other  wine.     He  pays  a  rent  of  lixty-two- 
dollars  for  his  fifteen  acres.     This  is,  in  few  words,  the  fubftance  of  all 
we  could  learn  concerning  his  plantation.     On  Q.ur  afking  him  why  he 
fettled  in  America  nine  years  fmce  ?  he  acquainted  us  that  he  was  an- 
advocate  in  the  parliament  of  Mctz,  but  left  his  fituation  and  his  coun- 
try to  affift  his  friend,  Mr.  Foulquier,  in  his  fundions,  as  intcndant  of 
Guadaloupe,  and  that  this  intendant  having  been  ftrongly  fufpedled  of 
mal-adminiftration  in  the  colonies,  had  exculpated  himfelf  by  throwing 
all  the  blame  on  him,  Legaux,  whofe  purity  of  fentiments  had  ever  been 
equal  to  his  zeal  for  his  ungrateful  friend.     None  of  his  cxpreffions  be- 
ipoke  that  tranquillity  and  peace  of  mind,  which  a  man  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  enjoy  who  thus  withdraws  from  the  world  to  lead  a  fequeftered 
life,  and  cultivate  the  ground.     He  even  appeared  diflatisfied  with  every 
one,  efpecially  with  the  Americans,  of  whom  he  repeated  twenty  times 
that  we  could  never  entertain  too  much  fufpicion.-    Although  this  man 
received  us  kindly,  and  fpoke  many  handfome  things  of  my  family  as  well 
as  of  myfelf,  alTuring  me  that  he  bad  heard  a  great  deal  about  me  pre  - 
vioufly  to  my  leaving  France,  yet  I  was  difpleafcd  with  hvm,  and  he  ex- 
cited in  mc  rather  difapprobation  of  what  he  termed  hi-s  m-isfortunes, 
than  compaifion  for  his  prefent  fituation,  though  my  frame  of  mind  was 
much  in  favour  of  the  latter.     What  I  heard  concerning  him,  on  my 
return  to  Philadelphia,  has  confirmed  me  in  my  opinion.     He  is  a  worth- 
lefs,  litigious  man,  who,  during  the  nine  years  he  has  refided  in  America-^ 
has  been  engaged  in  upwards  of  two  hundred  law-fuits,  not  one  of  which 
he  has  gained.   However  flrong  may  be  our  prepoflefHon  againfl  America 
it  is  highly  improbable  that  juflice  fhould  fo  obflinately  be  denied  to  a  fo- 
reigner.    On  the  contrary,  it  is  much  more  likely  that  a  man  who  has  en- 
tered 
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tered  or  defended  two  hundred  a<flions,  muft  have  been  a<5luated  folcly  by 
a  litigious,  difpofition,  and  that  none  of  his  claims  were  well  grounded ; 
cfpecially  if  he  himfelf  condu<fted  the  fuit,  which  is  extremely  probable,  as 
he  was  formerly  a  lawyer.  Mr.  Legaux's  reputation  at  Philadelphia  is  not 
of  the  beft  complexion,  and  I  verily  believe  that  if  an  enquiry  were  made 
into  the  affairs  of  Gruadaloupe,  the  refult  would  not  prove  favourable  to 
this  fage,  this  philanthropift,  this  philofopher,  (on  whom  poor  BriiTot  pafles 
fo  high  an  eulogium,)  who  cannot  live  in  peace  with  his  neighbours,  but 
quarrels  with  every  oac  about  him» 

We  left  the  Schuylkill  by  Springmill,  to  ftrike  to  the  fliorteft  road  to 
Norris  Town :  the  land  is  of  the  fame  defcription  with  that  which  we 
hadjuft  pafled.  On  the  road  from  Roxborough  to  Norris  Town  we  had 
noTv  and  then  a  view  of  the  river,  and  at  times  alfo  of  a  more  diflant  range 
of  fmall  hills^  rifmj^  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre  ;  this  is  a  branch  of 
the  VaIIey->^hi/Is, -which  form  a  p^xtof  the  Bliie  Mbuuiains,. 

Norris  Town  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  about 
fcven  miles  from  Philadelphia.  This  chief  /own  of  the  county,  confills  of 
ten  buildings,  in  one  of  which  the  feffions  are  held ;.  in  another  the  judges 
rcfide  when  they  come  to  hold  the  aflizes ;  a  third  is  the  county  j Jul ;  three 
others  are  inns  ;  the  reft  are  farm  houfes,  fhops,,  or  habitations  of  labour- 
ers. All  the  houfcs  are  ftrongly  built  of  ftonc.  Norris  Town,  fituated 
on  an  eminence,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Schuylkill,  en- 
Joys  a  grand  and  very  extenfivc  pcofpc«5l ;  and  forms  itlclf,  even  viewed 
at  a  dlftance,  a  very  ftriking  and  confpicuous  objcd.  The  quartcr- 
Icffions  are  held  here  regularly,  but  the  circuit-  courts  only  once  a  year, 
and  at  times  only  every  two  or  tliree  years,  when  there  are  no  caufcs. 
The  jail  was  built  about  two  or  three  years  ago,  after  that  of  Phila- 
delphia. But,  thanks  to  the  penal  code  of  Pennfylvania,  it  is  fcldom 
inhabited  by  any  other  perlbn  than  the  keeper.  When  we  vifited  It,  a 
Frcnchmran  was  confined  there  on  ftrong  fufpicion  of  having  forged  a 
bank  note  :  he  is  to  remain  in  this  prifon  until  the  next  queu-ter-feflions, 
when  he  will  be  either  acquitted  or  removed  to  Philadelphia,  unlefs  the 
circuit  (hould  happen  to  be  held  in  that  town.     The  prifon-gate  was 

,  open, 
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Open,  and  the  prifoner  might  have  efFeftcd  his  cfcape  without  any  diffi- 
culty, had  he  been  the  icall  inclined  to  do  fo.  But  he  did  not  efcapc, 
either  from  a  reliance  on  his  innocence,  which  I  wifli  may  be  the  cafe, 
or  from  the  rifk  of  being  taken  again.  It  is  no  cafy  matter  to  difcovef 
the  neceflfity,  nay,  the  utility  of  fiich  confidence  as  this,  which  is  more 
nearly  allied  to  indolence  than  humanity.  It  is  juft  as  difficult  to  affign 
a  reafon  why  a*  Frenchman,  who  is  a  villain,  or  at  leaft  a  man  of  fo  bad 
a  charaftcr  as  this  prifoner,  who  in  France  would  have  attempted  twenty 
times  to  cfcape  from  prifon,  yet  remains  quietly  ii>  Norris  Town,  where 
the  doors  ftand  open  to  him.  Pretenders  to  philofophy,  and  Briflbt  for 
one,  will  fay,  that  the  certitude  of  impartial  juftice  being  adminiftered 
to  him,  retains  the  prifoner  more  efFeftuaily  in  his  prifon  than  fetters ; 
that  in  a  republic  every  one  confiders  himfelf  as  the  guardian  of  the  law, 
even  againft  himfelf,  &c.  All  this  may  fatisfy  thofe  who  are  contented 
with  words,  but  is  not  fufficient  to  explain  this  extraordinary  faft  to  him 
who  prefers  found  argument  to  unphilofophical  jargon.  It  may  perhaps 
bcft  be  accounted  for  from  the  circumftance  that  this  man  would  find  it 
impoffible  to  fubfift  any  where  elfe  but  in  prifon. 

The  foil  about  NoiTis  Town  is  very  good,  which  is  here  fomewhat  more 
the  obje<^  of  culture  than  near  Roxborough,  yet  is  not  even  produced  here 
in  great  quantity.  The  fyflem  of  agriculture  is  much  the  fame,  and  the 
average  produce  nearly  the  fame,  perhaps  fomewhat  greater.  The  beft  land 
is  worth  from  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  dollars ;  the  inferior  fort  from 
twenty-fix  to  thirty.  Labour  is  cheaper  here  than  at  Roxborough  and 
Springmill.  The  price  of  provifions  is  lower  than  in  Philadelphia, 
though  not  much ;  there  being  no  nearer  market  than  that  town,  all 
the  produce  of  this  country  is  carried  thither.  Beef  is  fold  at,  from  fix 
to  fcvcn  pence  a  pound,  bacon  at  one  fliilling  a  pound,  and  flour  five 
one-half  dollars  the  hundred  weight. 

The  county-rates  of  Montgomery  amount  to  no  more  than  about 
three  (hillings  for  every  hundred  pounds,  and  one  ihllling  towards  the  re- 
pair? of  the  roads  ;  thus  a  percentage  of  four  fhillin^^son  all  taxable  pro- 
perty is  the  total  amount  of  the  public  taxes.     Poor-rates  arc  feldom  ne- 
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cciTary,  though  this  place  b  not  poffefled  of  the  fame  rcfource  of  a  fund, 
eftabliflied  for  that  purpofc,  as  lloxborough.  There  arc  at  prefent  no 
paupers  here ;  and  when  there  are,  a  rate  of  one  fliilUng  is  fully  fufficient 
for  their  maintenance.  Each  pauper  is  boarded  in  fome  family  or  other, 
and  his  board  and  lodging  are  paid  for  by  the  parifh.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  ovcrfecrs  to  take  care  that  the  pauper  be  -well  treated,  and  that  the 
parifli  be  not  inipofed  upon  by  improper  charges.  All  the  poor  confift  of 
perfons  afflidcd  by  ficknefs,  or  rendered  incapable  of  labour  by  old  age. 

The  canal,  intended  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  begins 
at  Norris  Town,  and  half  a  mile  of  it  on  this  fide  is  completely  finiflied. 
Its  bed,  which  was  parallel  to  the  river,  is  about  eighteen  or  twenty  feet 
in  breadth,  and  three  feet  deep.     The  canal  is  opened  about  three  miles 
farther.     Here  marble  rocks  are  to  be  cut  through,  w  hich  Hope  down  to 
the  river.     This  is  a  laborious,  as  well  as  very  expenfive,  undertaking ; 
as  every  cubic  toife  of  rough  ftone  cofts  nine  fliillings,  and  fifty  work- 
men only  are  employed  in  this  work.     The  canal,  when  finiflied,  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  Philadelphia  ;  but  when  will  it  be  finiflied  !    It 
is  begun  near  tlie  town  on  a  very  bad  plan ;  in  fome  places  it  is  filled  up 
with  fund  that  has  been  waflied  together  to  the  height  of  ten  feet,  which 
can  never  keep  water.     It  is  reported,  that  Mr.  Watson,  an  Englifli  en- 
gineer, who  fuperintcnds  the  conftrudlion  of  this  canal,  very  particularly 
recommended  that  it  might  be  dug  on  the  oppofitc  bank  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, as  it  would  be  much  more  folid  there ;  but  as  it  was  much  to  the 
intcreft  of  the  dircdlors  of  the  company,  that  the  canal  fliould  pafs 
through  their  ellatcs,  they  were  deaf  to  every  other  propofal,   and  the 
canal  is  now  executed  on  the  moft  difficult  and  moll  circuitous  plan, 
with  little  profpedt  of  fucccfs.     The  money  for  conftruding  the  canal, 
began  already  to  fall  fliort  of  »the  fiim  required,  and  Ibveral  fubfcribers 
kept  back  their  fubfcriptions  beyond  the  limited  time  of  payment,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  the  fum  already  paid,  as  well  as  all  claims  to 
the  advantages  refulting  from  the  completion  of  the  canal,  rather  than 
they  would  incur  the  rifle  of  finking  a  further  fum,  when  thelegiflative 
power,  apprifed  of  the  obflacles  which  obflrudcd  the  completion  of  the 
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work,  granted  a  lottery  to  raife  a  fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  dollar?, 
intended  for  the  execution  of  all  prafticable  plans  of  inland  navigation* 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  completion  of  the  Schuylkill  canal.  If  the  meafure  of  i 
ilate  lottery  can  ever  bejullified  by  the  vaft  utility  of  the  obje<fV  to  which 
the  money  it  produces  is  applied,  it  certainly  is  fo  in  the  prefent  inftancc. 
But  among  a  corrupt  people,  crimes  and  vices  are  generally  encrcafed  by 
the  inftitution  of  a  lottery ;  and  can  the  Icgiflature  of  Pcnnfylvania  flatter 
itfclf,  that  it  will  not  confidcrably  add  to  the  corruption  and  immorality 
of  the  inhabitants  by  an  eftabliflimcnt  fo  extremely  dangerous,  and  of 
"which  a  very  immoderate  ule  has  already  been  made  in  America  ? 

After  having  viewed  the  canal,  as  far  as  it  is  at  prefent  liniflied,  wc 
%'ifited  the  quarries  which  yield  the  marble,  of  which  nearly  all  the 
chimney-pieces  in  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  ornaments  of  many  ilrect- 
doors,  fteps  before  the  houfes,  and  windows  are  formed.  This  marble  is 
black  and  white,  and  very  hard.  It  is  found  in  great  abundance  in  the 
quarries,  which  have  hitherto  only  been  opened  in  thefe  places,  and  not 
to  any  great  extent.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  wc  faw  the  principal  quarry 
only,  and  that  many  others  have  been  opened  in  the  neighbourhood. 
We  were  even  told  of  a  quarry  where  the  marble  is  all  -white,  but  it  was 
at  too  great  a  diflance  to  be  vifitcd  by  us.  That  which  we  faw  is  in  the 
diilridl  of  Plymouth,  where  there  is  alfo  a  mill  with  two  faws  for  cutting 
marble,  which  lies  on  the  rivulet  Plymouth.  The  mill  contains  nothing 
worthy  of  notice,  but  its  fituation  is  extremely  pidurefquc  and  pleafant. 

The  whole  traft  of  country  from  Norris  Town  to  within  one  or  two 
miles  from  Roxborough,  is  covered  with  limc-ftone,  more  or  lefs  perfect. 
The  ftrata  are  moftly  inclined,  forming  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees, 
and  in  fome  places  interfperfcd  with  hard  quarry-ftone,  and  even  with 
flints.  We  fbund  in  the  road  a  great  quantity  of  hard  ftonc  ;  a  quarry, 
or  variety  of  the  granite- ftoiies,  which  contain  about  three  or  four 
cubic  feet,  feem  to  be  wafhed  up  by  the  water.  Between  Roxborough 
and  Philadelphia  granite  is  again  found,  and  the  earth  is  covered  witli 
micjL 
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Wc  arc  again  in  the  fame  inn,  at  which  wc  put  up  before.  The  land- 
lord is  making  a  well,  and  the  ground,  where  they  are  digging  it,  being 
very  looie,  he  lines  it  with  a  large  wooden  cylinder,  five  feet  in  diameter^ 
and  within  the  cylinder  conftrudb  a  wall  eighteen  inches  thick.  '  ' 
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May  t fie  6th f   1705. 

From  Norris  Town  to  Trap  the  country  is  much  varied,  yery  hilly, 
highly  cultivated,  with  little  wood-land,  many  orchards  and  meadows, 
watei*  in  abundance,  brooks,  f{i  rings,  and  creeks  of  every  iize ;  two  of 
the  latter,  which  arc  by  no  mea.is  ihaall,  we  forded,  namely,  the  Shipack, 
eleven  miles  f^om  Norris  Town,  and  the  Pachiomming,  two  miles  fiur- 
ther  on ;  they  were  both- fome  what  deep.  The  roads  are  very  bad,  and  no 
attempts  are  made  to  repair  them ;  we  cannrtt,  therefore,  be  furprized  at 
hearing,  that  fo  many  (lage-coaches  are  overturned.    o«J»^iit:.w^**siff<«j||>^: 

Trap  is  a  village  in  the  diftri^  of  Providence,  which  is  the  largeft  and 
mod  affluent  in  the  whole  county.  The  foil,  which  is  very  good,  is 
cultivated  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  other  places ;  more  land  lies  in  grais 
here,  than  wc  have  icen  any  where  flnce  we  left  Philadelphia.  There 
Are  four  difierent  churches  in  this  diibrid,  where,  as  in  all  the  other  ilates, 
the  minifter  is  paid  by  thofe  only  who  belong  to  his  ie<fl.  The  fpeakers 
among  the  people  called  Quakers  are  the  only  ones  who  preach  gratis. 
The  manner  of  paying  for  divine  fervice  is  the  fame  as  in  Philadelphia ; 
people  pay  for  their  feats  in  the  church.  4:fuiiiMV.H»^**^''*'''^*4^'**'^»''*>''*^** 

The  provifion  produced  in  the  diflriA  of  Providence  is  Ibid  in  the 
market  of  Philadelphia.  The  taxes  in  this  diilrid,  as  well  as  in  the 
county,  amount  to  about  eighteen  pence  for  every  hundred  pounds  of 
taxable  property,  with  the  exception  of  the  poor-rates.  The  poor  are 
rather  numerous  in  this  dt{bri<%,  and  fix  hundred  and  forty  dollars  are 
laiied  yearly  for  their  iupport.  The  common  price  of  labour  is  three 
ihillings  and  fix-pence  a  day,  with  board ;  and  the  price  of  land  flu6hiates 
between  thirty-two  and  forty-feven  dollars  per  acre,  in  proportion  to  the 
ilatc  of  its  inclofures,  cultivation,  and  buildings.    Bread  made  of  rye  or 
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Indian  com  is  the  common  food  of  the  labourer,  who,  in  addition  to 
this,  has;  nsicat  three  time$  a  <iay. 

..We  arrived  at  Trtp^  find  intended  to  dine  at  Pottfgrove;  but  wc  were 
under  the  neceility  of  retuxning  by  the  fame  road  we  had  come.  The 
fervant,  who  fhould  have  joined  us  an  hour  before,  did  not  arrive ;  and  as 
we  knew  this  delay  muft  have  been  occaAoned  by  fome  accident,  wc 
were  detetmm^d  to  learn  what  it  was.  We  met  him  about  a  mile  from 
Trap,  leading:  both  his  horfea  by  the  bridle,  but  without  the  baggage, 
which  had  fallen  off  four  miles  farther  back,  and  our  poor  Jofeph  being 
unable  to  procure  any  ailiilance,  and  iuppofmg  that  wc  ihould  be  uneaiy 
on  his  account,  had  left  it  in  the  care  of  a  won^n,  and  had  proceeded 
tbuf.far  to  inform  u$  of  bis  misfortune.  We /therefore  returned  the  other 
fouc  mUes,  and  placed  the  baggage  again  on  the  horfe,  but  in  fo  indiffe- 
rent a  manner,  that  after  we  had  travelled  two  miles,  it  was  again  likely 
tp  ^U  off.  Mr.  Guillem.ard,  taking  every  thing  into  confideration,  con- 
vinced us,  tl^at  the  horfe  was  too  heavily,  as  weU  as  unfkilfully  laden> 
and  we  ther^fpre  .;|^^vQd  to'presure  ai  waggon,  to  convey  ouit  baggage 
totheinn.'  .•?■'-.'■"'  ^  !  ■,./  ^w  •> '-T^r'..-  f:,  n-v^i -."■;'  -j.-t  r.i-i.i  .  y\ 
During  our  ftay  at  the  inn,  to  whitH  we  returned,  we  learned,  in  the 
courie  of  converfation  with  a  furgeon*  that  the  number  of  gentlemen  of 
his  profeilion  is  pretty  confiderable  in  this  di{lri<ft ;  that  one  is.  to  be  met 
with  every-fix  or  fcven  miles ;  that  their  fee  fox  a  vifit  at  the  diflance  of 
two  miles,  is  one  Hiilling,  and  every  additional  mile  add&  one  ihilUng  more, 
befides  the  charge  for  medicines;  that  inoiquktion  of  children  for  the  fmall- 
pox  is  very  common  ;  that  the  fee  for  this  operation  apiounts  to  two  dol- 
lars ;  that  the  moil  a  phyiician  of  known  abilities  can  make,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  is  (Hie  thoufand  thrie  hundred  dollars  a  year,  but  that 
\ery  few  make  io  much,  in  confc<|uence  of  which,  all  medical  men,  with 
few  exceptions,  follow  fome  other  employment  befides  their  profcf- 
fion,  and  become  eithei;  io^mcrs  or  Ihop^kcepcrs,,  to  increase  their  in* 
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.,,  ^Uthough  the  ijKU^  at  w:luch  wc  put  up,  was  not  that  which  had  been 
fjilfr-*;  G  pointed 
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pointed  out  to  us,  and  was,  in  fad,  no  better  than  a  fmall,  mlferable  ale- 
houfe  lately  opened ;  yet  we  met  with  very  good  accommodation.  We 
had  tea  and  coffee  for  breakfall ;  bacon,  tongue,  and  eggs  for  dinner,  and 
every  thing  tolerably  clean.  Whilft  we  were  contriving  the  means  of 
fending  our  baggage  to  Reading,  the  ilage-coach  happened  to  pafs,  and 
took  charge  of  it :  we  then  continued  our  Journey  to  Pottfgrove.  *  ** 
'  The  road  thither  is  exadly  of  the  fame  dcfcription  with  that  between 
Norris  Town  and  Trap.  The  ground  where  it  confifts  of  fand,  is  good, 
but  extremely  bad  where  the  foil  is  rich^  having  been  entirely  foaked 
through  by  the  rain,  which  fell  the  day  before  yefterday ;  the  foil  con- 
fifts, in  general,  of  a  ferruginous  earth,  particularly  near  Pottlgrovc. 
The  landfcape  is  beautiful  along  this  road,  abounding  with  a  great  variety 
of  fine  views,  wonderfully  enlivened  by  the  verdure  of  the  corn-fields 
and  meadows.  We  paiTed  through  fomc  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
grafs  was  fine,  ftrong,  and  thick,  in  fhort,  as  good  as  it  could  poflibly  be. 
If  agriculture  were  better  underftood  in  thefe  parts ;  if  the  fields  were 
well  mowed  and  well  fenced ;  and  if  fome  trees  had  been  left  {landing  in 
the  middle  or  on  the  borders  of  the  meadows,  the  moft  beautiful  parts 
of  Europe  could  not  be  more  pleafing.  But  thefe  eternal  fences  of 
dead  wood,  thefe  dry  maize-ftubbles  of  laft  year,  thefe  decayed  trees, 
which  are  left  flanding  until  they  are  rotten,  and  the  abfolute  want  of 
verdant  trees  in  the  corn-fields  and  meadows,  greatly  impair  the  beauty 
of  the  landfcape,  but  without  being  able  entirely  to  deftroy  its  variety 
and  charms.  .>h\tt^^mr:rmrr-smn'S't''Bri»^'*''='^^^*  ^w.--^r  Ti^if.trfU 

■  The  country  about  Pottfgrove  is  flill  more  pleafant ;  the  plain,  in 
which  this  fmall  market-town  is  fituate,  is  more  extenfive  than  any  we 
have  hitherto  feen,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  of  cul- 
tivation. The  foreft-nioun fains,  which  are  in  fight  on  the  left  and  in 
the  front,  form  beautiful  borders  to  this  landfcape.*:  'i-*^«i»  2^m  UiXsLvt 
*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Pottfgrove  we  again  dafcorered  the  Schuyl- 
kill, which  we  had  left  near  Nwris  Town.  Along  its  Whole  courft;  its 
banks  are  dclightfu),  and  all  the  land,  thrang;h  wliich  it  pafies,  is  good.   I 
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do  not  know  a  finer  river  in  point  of  water  and  views.  If  European  taile 
and  magnificence  adorned  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  with  country- 
feats,  it  would  not  be  excelled  either  by  the  Seine  or  the  Thames. 

Pottfgrove  is  a  market  town,  and  originally  laid  out  by  a  quaker-fa» 
mily,  of  the  name  of  Pott.  About  forty  years  ago  they  purchafed  land 
of  the  ftate  at  a  very  low  price,  and  fold  it  afterwards  at  a  confiderable 
profit,  according  as  it  was  more  or  lefs  fought  after.  It  is  now  worth 
thirty  dollars  in  the  town,  and  from  thirty  to  thirty-fcven  in  the  adja- 
cent country.  The  family  of  Pott  have  eftablifhed  confiderable  iroiv 
forges,  and  by  means  of  thefe  much  increafed  the  fortune,  which  they 
acquired  by  the  falc  of  the  lands.  They  are  generally  fuppoicd  to  be 
very  rich.  Pottfgrove  confiils  at  prefent  of  about  thirty  well  built 
houfcs,  and  belongs  to  the  diflridl  oi  Douglas,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery.  The  poor-rates  are  very  inconfiderablc,  and  all 
necefTaries  of  life  are  cheaper  here  by  nearly  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

As  I  alighted  from  my  horfe,  I  difcovered  a  Frenchman,  among  the 
fcveral  peribns  who  were  ilanding  at  the  door  of  the  inn,  by  a  certain 
charaderiflic  deportment,  which  is  eafily  difcernible  in  individuals  of  all 
nations,  but  more  particularly  fo  in  a  Frenchman.  An  involuntary  move- 
ment, ibme  natural  feeling,  drew  me  towards  him.  His  name  is  Ger- 
BiER  ;  he  is  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  advocate  of  Paris,  by  whom  he 
was  brought  up,  and  the  fon  of  a  famous  advocate  at  Rennes,  of  whomr 
he  has  received  no  intelligence  during  theie  lail  ten  months.  In  St. 
Domingo,  where  he  reiided  formerly  as  a  merchant,  he  married  a  Creole, 
a  friend  and  ichool  companion  of  Madame  de  Montule,  with  whom 
he  lives  in  one  of  the  houfes  of  this  borough. 

It  is  impofCble  to  meet  with  a  Frenchman  in  thefe  times,  without  being 
called  upon  to  liften  to  the  hiflory  of  his  loffes,  his  misfortunes,  and  to  his 
reientments  naturally  reiUting  from  them.  Mr.  Gerbier's  account  of  his 
misfortunes,  however,  was  very  fhort,  though  they  appear  to  me  very 
great.  As  to  his  reientment,  he  expreffed  himfelf  on  this  point  as  a 
man  of  fenfc,  who  wiihes  not  to  entertain  any.    He  feemcd  melan- 
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choly  and  dcje^cd,  yet  poflcffingiiTtflS^g.ifSfmid.  Misfortunes,  borne  with 
patience  and  rcfignation,  arc  ever  fure  to  excite  companion :  I  heartily 
iympathife  in  thofe,  which  have  fallen  to  his  lot.  He  poflclTcs  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  land  in  Af^lum,  whither  he  intends  to  remove,  as  foon  as  his  wife 
has  recovered  from  her  lying-in.  He  fpoke  with  much  praifc  of  M.  de  Bla- 
C0N8,  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Keating,  of  M.  Djj  Montul^,  and  of  Du 
Petit  Thouars.  He  appeared  to  me  a  mild  and  worthy  man,  but  rather 
too  much  deprelTed  by  misfortune  ;  for,  at  his  age,  and  with  his  abilities, 
he  might  find  numerous  rcfourccs  in  this  country.  After  he  had  left  me, 
he  received  a  letter  from  his  mother,  a  lady  turned  of  fevcnty.  She  in- 
formed him,  that  ihe  and  his  father  were  both  well ;  that  they  had  fortu- 
nately efcapcd  the  dreadful  guillotine,  the  drownings  and  ihootings, 
which  would  ever  difgracc  the  Freioch  revolution  ;  that  they  could  not 
fend  him  any  money  at  that  time,  but  that  they  would  pay  any  fum,  for 
which  he  chofe  to  draw  on  them.  This  wife  and  fcnfible  letter  was 
written,  however,  in  the  language  of  liberty.  The  poor  young  man  was 
happy  to  perceive,  that  I  participated  in  his  joy  ;  and  yet  this  glimpfe  of 
fun-ihine  was  not  able  to  difperfe  the  profound  melancholy  which  cloud- 
ed his  mind.  I  muil  obfcrve,  that  Mr.  Gerbier's  mother,  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  which  fhe  gave  of  the  iituation  of  France,  fpoke  of  great  diilrcfs, 
and  cfpecially  of  the  depreciation  of  alTignats,  which  was  fo  great, 
that  a  fowl  coft  two  hundred  livres  in  paper  money,  and  three  livres  in 
ipecie.  <s     '    M   .  »  ^   >. 

The  inn  at  Pottfgrove  is  very  good  ;  it  is  kept  by  a  German.  The  ia- 
habitants  of  this  borough  are  moftly  Germans.  Here  we  found  the  ftagc- 
coach,  by  which  we  had  fent  our  luggage ;  but  the  letter-cafe,  which 
contained  Mr.  Guillcmard's  money,  had  been  left  behind  in  Trap.  En- 
deavouring to  think  of  every  thing,  my  travelling  companion  thinks, 
in  fad;,  of  nothing.  Thus  we  are  obliged  to  lend  back  lo  Trap,  to  fetch 
the  letter-cafe,  even  if  it  be  not  flolen,  a  point  which  we  ihall  learn  to- 
morrow at  Reading.  ,  '.  .; 
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Wc  (lopped  at  the  ^Vhitc  Horfc,  four  miles  from  Pottfgrovc.  This 
inn  is  kept  by  a  Frenchman,  a  native  of  Lorrain,  ^vho  has  married  an 
American  woman,  the  daughter  of  a  native  of  Avignon,  by  a  woman 
from  Franclic-Comte.  The  whole  family  fpeak  bad  Englilh  and  bad 
French,  but  probably  good  German.  They  pay  a  rent  of  eighty-fix  dol- 
lars for  fiftv  acres  of  land  and  the  houfe  :  their  owner  lives  verv  near, 
and  keeps  a  (hop.  The  houfe  and  the  land,  which  is  of  very  good  qua- 
lity, would  have  been  worth  fixty  dollars  more,  had  it  been  let  to  a  pri- 
vate family.  But  the  Ihopkceper  had  very  juftly  calculated,  that  a  good 
tavern  fo  near  his  houfe  was  of  more  value  to  him  than  fixty  dollars,  and 
that  a  well  frequented  inn  could  not  but  procure  cuflomers  to  his  Ihop, 
from  whom  he  would  be  likely  to  derive  advantages  far  exceeding  the 
llim  which  he  thus  facrificed. 

The  good  people  of  the  inn  enquired  with  much  eagernefs  for  news 
from  France.  My  friend  told  them,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to  fuftain 
another  and  more  dreadful  campaign.  "  How  !  a  ftill  more  dreadful  one 
than  the  preceding  campaign,"  they  exclaimed,  '*  notwithftanding  the 
Englilh  were  beaten  laft  year  ?"  '*  There  arc  many  other  enemies,"  re- 
plied my  friend,  **  RufTians,  Auftrians."  "  Aye,  aye,"  faid  the  good 
people,  **  all  thofe  who  do  not  like  liberty ;  but  the  French  will  ncvcr- 

thclcfs  triumph,  if  it  pleafc  God,  over  all  the  f ."     Thefe  are  the 

fentiments,  and  fuch  is  the  language  of  moft  Americans ;  and  indeed 
this  muft  be  the  opinion  of  all,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  crimes 
attending  our  revolution ;  and  even  they  who  are  fo,  vcr}'  juftly  im- 
pute them  to  the  various  fadions,  and  carefully  diftinguifli  and  fepa- 
rate  them  from  the  cuiifc  of  liberty.  The  principles  and  condudl  of  the 
coalcfccd  powers  are  treated  with  the  fame  degree  of  indignation  as  thof" 
of  the  tcrrorifts.  The  lefs  informed  clafs  of  men  confider  the  matter  in 
this  liglit,  and,  in  fad:,  in  this  light  it  Ihould  be  confidercd  by  all,  who  are 
able  to  lay  afide  for  a  moment  their  grief  and  their  misfortunes,  and  to 
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contemplate  the  true  nature  of  the  cafe  with  a  culm,  uiiblaiTccl  mind. 
J^ilxTty  is  now  llruggling  with  dc(j>otifm.  If  the  caufc  of  liberty  prove 
triumphant,  it  will  be  able  to  organize  itfclf,  and  to  accjuirc  regularity  and 
order ;  it  will  ceafe  to  be  anarchy,  and  become  true  national  freedom. 
If  dcfpotifm  triumph,  it  will  organize  itfclf  for  no  other  purpole,  but  to 
enflavc  the  world.  ♦  •    ** 

The  fituation  of  this  borough,  and  likcwife  of  all  other  places  on  the 
road  from  Pottfgrovc  to  Reading,  is  delightful.  Indeed  the  country  ap- 
pears to  become  more  lively  and  populous,  the  nearer  we  approach  the 
latter  town.  Corn  and  faw  mills  are  numerous  here;  and  there  arc 
many  creeks  with  (Irong  currents,  which  turn  the  wheels  of  fome  iron- 
forges.  The  mountains,  which  rife  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
fcparate  Reading  from  the  other  part  of  the  county,  begin  to  form  a 
ridge,  which  at  firll  ftretches  along  under  the  name  of  Oley  Hills,  and 
afterwards  takes  that  of  Lehi-hill.  Thofe  marks  of  the  incrcafmg  im* 
provement  of  the  country,  which  are  obfervablc  as  far  as  Bethlcm  and 
the  Delaware,  arc  alfo  perceivable  here.  Log-houfcs,  conltrucfbed  of 
trunks  of  trees,  laid  one  upon  another,  the  interfticcs  of  which  are  filled 
up  with  clay,  are  feen  no  longer,  having  been  replaced  by  framed  ho  .ifes, 
coniilling  however  of  balks,  properly  hewn  and  fliapcd,  and  cover*' J  with 
boards  ;  and  even  buildings  of  a  dill  better  conftrut'lion  are  already  to  be 
feen  in  fome  parts.  They  now  build  only  with  Hone  and  brick,  and  no 
woodland  remains  to  be  converted  into  arable  ground.  The  wood  that 
is  (landing  is  left  for  confumption.  Oak  fells  at  three  dollars  and  half, 
and  hickory  at  four  dollars  and  half  a  fathom.  A  few  miles  from 
Reading  the  price  of  land  is  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars,  if  covered 
with  wood ;  and  from  one  hundred  and  ten  io  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  if  grafs-land.  Day  labourers  receive  three  fliillings,  carpenters  and 
mafoQS  four  fliillings  a  day. 

We  overtook  the  ftage-coach  again  at  the  White  Horfe,  where  the 
paiTengers  breakfafted.  It  appears  Ibmcwhat  ftrange  to  Europeans,  to  fee 
the  coachman  eat  at  the  fame  table  with  the  palienfrcrs  ;  but  it  would 
feem  equally  ftrange  to  Americans,  to  fee  the  coachman  eating  by  himfelf. 

It 
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It  is  futile  to  argue  againft  the  cuftoms  of  a  country  ;  we  muft:  fubin't. 
Equality,  pretended  equality,  which  widely  differs  from  true  frccdoi-n, 
is  the  foundation  of  this  cullonn,  which,  in  fadt,  injures  nobody  ;  it  ii 
for  the  fame  rcafon,  that  the  fer\'ants,  who  wait  at  dinner  or  breakfaft, 
are  feated,  except  while  they  arc  ferving  you,  and  that  the  landlord  at- 
tends you  with  his  hat  on  his  head.  A  man  may  be  allowed  to  diflike  this 
cuftom,  without  poffefling  any  extravagant  (hare  of  weak  pride.  An 
inn-keeper,  a  fhoe-makcr,  a  taylor,  are  naturally  at  liberty  to  wait  on 
people,  or  to  let  it  alone ;  but  if  they  choofe  to  wait  on  others,  they 
fliould  keep  at  a  proper  diilance,  and  obferve  the  refpetfl,  which  becomes 
their  iituation.  It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  many  an  inn-keeper 
in  America  is  a  captain  or  a  major ;  nay,  1  have  feen  drivers  of  ilage- 
coaches,  who  were  colonels  :  iucii  things  arc  very  common  in  America. 
There  is  much  greater  propriety  in  the  cuftom  that  prevails  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  tradefman  is  treated  with  politene^  and  reipe<^  by  his 
employers,  whilfl  he,  in  return,  obfcrvcs  the  due  decorum  of  his  iitu- 
ation, without  meanly  facrificiag  that  noble  principle  of  liberty,  which 
every  Englifhman  cheriihes  with  confcious  pride :  it  will  foon  be  the 
fame  in  France.  ^     .  ,j 

Reading*  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Berks,  which  contains 
about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  is  iituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  building  of  the  Hrft  lioufcs  commenced  in  1752.  The  fa- 
mily of  Penn  rcpurchafcd  the  land,  which  they  had  originally  difpofed 
of,  for  the  purpofc  of  building  on  this  fpot  the  chief  town  of  the 
county.  It  confifls  at  prefent  of  about  five  hundred  houlcs;  a  few 
of  thofe  which  were  fird  built  arc  dill  (landing ;  they  are  log- 
houfcs,  and  the  intcrilices  between  the  trunks  of  the  trees  are  filled  up 
with  ilonc  or  plafter.  In  confequcnce  of  the  flight  manner  in  which 
they  were  finlftied,  fcveral  of  them  have  tumbled  down ;  vanity  has 
pulled  down  others ;  but  all  thofe  built  within  thefe  few  lafl  years  arc 
of  ftone  or  brick,  and  have  a  neat  appearance.  The  town  is  improving 
in  point  of  buildings ;  the  flrcets  are  broad  and  flraight,  and  the  foot- 
paths are  Ihadcd  by  trees,  planted  in  front  of  the  houfcs. 

Little 
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■'  This  town  has  little  or  no  trade,  and  fcarccly  any  manufactures.  There 
is  one,  at  which  a  ccnfiderable  number  of  coarfe  hats  are  fabricated  of 
wool,  procured  from  Philadelphia,  to  which  place  the  hats  are  feiit  for 
fale ;  with  a  few  tan-yards,  which  prepare  leather  for  the  confumption  of 
the  town  and  neighbouring  country.  The  population  of  Reading  is  cf- 
timated  at  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  fouls,  confifting  chiefly  of 
lawyers  and  inn-keepers.  Some  new  houfes  were  built  in  the  courfe  of 
laft  year  ;  but  no  increafe  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  been  obfervei 
for  fevcral  years.  They  are  all  either  Germans,  or  of  German  defcent; 
great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbouring  coun- 
try do  not  underftand  a  word  of  English,  and  yet  all  the  public  adls, 
and  all  the  judicial  proceedings  are  drawn  up  and  conducted  in  the  Eng- 
lish language.  Hence  it  often  happens,  in  the  courfe  of  law-fuits,  that 
the  judges  underftand  no  German,  and  the  parties,  witnefles^  and 
jurymen,  no  Englifh,  which  renders  the  conftant  attendance  of  in- 
terpreters neceflary,  to  repeat  to  the  judges  the  depofition  of  the  wit- 
neffes,  and  to  the  jurymen  the  fumming-up  of  the  judges.  The  ad- 
miniflration  of  juftice  is  therefore  extremely  imperfedl.  Many  law- 
fuits,  however,  having  no  other  object  than  to  fatisfy  the  hatred  and 
paffion  of  the  moment,  by  dragging  an  adverfary  before  the  judge, 
both  parties  are  frequently  fatisfied  with  the  fentence,  of  whatever 
complexion  it  may  be.  How  many  differences  might  be  fettled  oti 
amicable  terms,  but  for  this  revengeful  difpofition  to  proceed  to  extre* 
mities,  which  prevails  in  all  countries,  and  enfures  to  lawyers  a  certaiti 
fubfiftence;  or  rather  how  many  law>fuits  might  be  accommodated, 
but  for  the  great  number  of  lawyers  and  courts  of  juftice  !  Law-fuits 
are  very  frequent  in  Reading,  and  originate  chiefly  in  debts,  quarrels, 
and  aflaults.  '  «  '  '    ; »   '      > 

There  is  a  printer  in  Reading,  who  publifties  a  German  gazette 
weekly ;  the  price  is  a  dollar  a  year.  The  fale  extends  as  far  as  Pittf- 
burg,  and  does  not  exceed  one  thoufand  one  hundred  copies.  Every 
one  here,  ts  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  America,  takes  an  intereft  ia 
ftate  affairs,  is  extremely  eager  to  learn  the  news  of  the  day,  and  dif- 
cufles  politics  as  well  as  he  is  able.  ..    -  •  :f 

'  E  There 

m 


»■ 


TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA,  frp 


.i  . 


■    , 


(,(,., 


There  arc  three  churches  in  Reading ;  one  for  the  people  called 
Shakers ^  another  for  Roman  Catholics^  and  the  third  for  Lutherans, 
The  two  laft  are  much  frequented  by  Germans,  in  whofe  native  lan- 
guage the   fermons  are  delivered.     Every  one  pays   for  the  fupport 
of  that  form  of  worfhip,    which  he  has  chofen  for  himfelf,    fre- 
quently without  attending  it,  which   is  to   his  tafte,  to   which  he   is 
acCudomed,  or  which  fome  whim   or  other   moves   him  to   prefer. 
Generally    fpcaking,    few    men   go  to   church,    at   leaft  few  of  the 
firft   clafs.      Religious  worfhip  is  left  chiefly  to  the   women,    who, 
forming  the  lead  buiy  clafs  of  mankind,  are  the  mod  afliduous  fre- 
quenters of  the  theatres  and  the  churches.     The  Lutheran  church 
is  much  reforted  to  in   the  morning,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  fer- 
vice  in  the  evening.     The  minifters,  who  are  paid  by  fubfcription, 
receive  about  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum.     Being  without  political 
importance,  and  confined  to  their  ecclefladical  functions,  they  are  reli- 
gious, humane,  and  tolerant.     If  their  condu(fl:  were  otherwife,   their 
fiarilhioners  would  change  them  jud  as  readily  as  withdraw  their  em- 
ployment from  a  (hoe-maker,  who  (hould  make  bad  ihoes.    They  live 
in  perfbf):  harmony  with  one  another.     The  fermons  delivered  in  the 
different  churches  are  chiefly  of  a  moral  cad.     Lutherans,  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, and  Quakers  intermarry  with  each  otjljier.     Mr.  Read,  the 
gentleman  tc  whom  we  had  a  letter  of  introduction,  has  ten  children, 
two  of  whom  only  have  been  baptized ;  the  red  j^re  left  to  choofe 
their  religion  for  themfelves,  if  they  think  proper,  vyhen  they  arrive 
at  years  of  difcretion.  '•  * 

The  fortunes  of  thofe,  who  are  accounted  people  of  property  in 
Reading,  are  in  general  moderate.  An  income  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thoufand  dollars  a  year  is  deemed  large ;  and  at  lead  a 
part  of  fuch  incomes  is  always  earned  by  fome  ufcful  employment. 
Here  are  indeed  fome  gentlemen  ppireffed  of  large  property,  but  then 
this  has  been  generally  obtained  by  commerce,  or  elfe  accumulated  in 
the  town  itfelf  by  difhonourable  means,  namely,  by  buying  up,  at  a 
low  price,  demands  againd  poor  fmall  proprietors,  and  driving  them 
from  their  pofleffions  by  judicial  proc'»e4ipgs, ,.  Tixe  number  of  people, 
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who  have!  made  fortunes  in  this  manner,  is  not  great ;  yet  there  cer- 
tainly are  about  three  of  them  in  the  tov<rn,  who  poHefs  capitals  amount- 
ing to  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  the  neighbourmg 
country  are  very  good,  and  breathe  a  warm  attachment  to  the  fedcfai 
government.  There  is  no  democratic  fbciety,  Reading  fent  about 
eighty  volunteers  on  the  expedition  agaiud  Pittfturg,  forty  of  whom 
were  equipped  to  fcrve  as  cavalry.  They  all  b'"longed  to  rich  families, 
and  were  engaged  in  bufinefs  ;  but  either  their  own  zeal,  or  the  influ- 
ence of  their  relations,  impelled  them  to  devote  themfetves  to  the  pub- 
lic good.  In  confequence  of  this  public  fpirit,  a  fociety  has  been 
formed  at  Reading,  called  the  Fire  Society,*  the  members  of  which 
enter  into  an  obligation  to  keep  at  their  common  expence  two  Hre  en- 
gines, and  each  t  his  own  expence  two  buckets,  a  balket,  and  a  fack, 
and  to  attend  at  .he  firfl  alarm  of  fire.  This  fociety,  which  refembles 
that  of  Philadelphia,  and  many  others  of  the  fame  defcription,  which 
are  very  common  all  over  America,  fpares  g"ivernment  an  expence, 
which  otherwife  it  would  be  obliged  to  incur,  and  enfures  a  more  fpeedy 
afliflance  to  fuflerers,  than  any  public  inflitution  could  pofTibly  aflbrd. 
It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  this  fociety  originated  from  the  perfonal 
intereft  of  every  individual  mcmbe:  or  fubfcriber :  be  it  fo ;  for  what 
elfe  is  public  fpirit,  but  private  interefl  properly  underilood  ? 

Some  public  buildings,  fucb  as  a  large  houfe  for  the  different  officers 
of  the  county,  and  the  archives,  ;*  prifon,  and  a  feflions  houfe,  have  been 
very  lately  built  at  the  expence  of  the  county.  The  taxes  are  very 
fmall.  Of  three  lawyers,  with  whom  we  paflcd  the  greateft  part  of 
cur  time  at  Reading,  not  one  could  inform  me  of  the  •~ya£i:  total  amount 
of  the  taxes,  but  they  all  agreed,  that  they  are  very  inconfidernble,  or 
next  to  nothing.  The  county-taxes  and  poor-rates,  taken  all  together, 
may  perhaps  amount  to  about  fixpence  in  the  pound,  or  a  fortieth  part 
of  the  yearly  income.     On  particular  occafions,  or  when  public  build- 

*  The  efUblifliinent  of  a  company  for  infurance  from  lofs  by  fire,  may  be  expc£led 
to  follow  next,  in  the  progrefs  of  improvements  at  Rc^ding.-^Tranfiattr. 
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ings  are  to  be  ereded,  they  are  doubtlefs  higher,  but  never  To  high  as 
to  take  from  a  rich  man  more  than  twelve  dollars  a  year.  , 

There  are  weekly  two  market  days  in  Reading,  and  the  market  is 
well  fupplied  with  provifion.  In  fuch  diflrifts  as  lie  near  the  mailcet, 
the  price  of  building-ground,  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  is  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  foot ;  in  lefs  populous  parts  of  the  town  only  ten  dol- 
lars. The  rent  for  large  convenient  houfes^  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
town,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  price  of  land  is 
about  twenty-two  dollars  an  acre,  and  near  the  town  from  thirty- two 
to  thirty-dx  dollars.  Meadows  near  the  town  cofl  one  hundred  and 
iifty  dollars.  A  great  number  of  them  belong  to  the  family  of  Penn 
in  right  of  purchafe ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  all  lands  and  tene- 
ments, which  this  family  held  in  fee,  were  redeemed  by  the  ftate,  on 
.granting  indemnification  more  or  lefs  adequate  to  their  value. 

The  Schuylkill  does  not  flow  through  the  town,  but*  at  a  diAance  of 
about  five  thoufand  paces.  A  proje£);  is  formed  for  extending  the  towik 
to  the  bank  o£  the  river,  and  it  will  certainly  be  carried  into  e^e^,  as 
ibon  as  the  canal,  which  is  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Sufquehain- 
aah,  (hall  be  finiihed,  a  part  of  which  is  already  completed.  Reading 
will  then  become  a  confiderable  ilaple  for  inland  traffic.  A  tolerably  ex- 
tend ve  corn- trade  is  already  carried  on  here.  In  winter,  when  the  na- 
vigation is  obilruded  by  ice,  the  neighbouring  farmers,  who  happen  to 
be  in  want  of  mon^,  bring  their  corn  to  town.  The  wealthy  inu-^bi- 
tants  buy  it  at  a  low  price,  lay  it  up  in  grandries,  and  fend  it  to  Phila- 
delphia as  foon  as  the  river  is  navigable,  as  it  is,  in  general,  for  vef- 
iels  of  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  except  when  it  is 
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The  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  are  exquifitely  beautiful  near  Reading* 
indeecl  more  fo  than  in  any  other  part  of  its  courfe.  On  the  fide  oppofite 
to  the  town  arrfes  a  range  of  richly  cultivated  hills,  covered  with  as 
many  houfes  as  can  be  expelled  in  this  country.  Beyond  thefe  heights 
are  mountains  of  more  confiderable  elevation :  and  beyond  thefe  are 
feen  the  lofty  fummits  of  the  Blue  Mountains.    The  whole  form  a 

profpeft 


^^^^ 


BY  THE  DUKB.PS  tA  KOCHSrOCCAULT  LIANCOURT. 


«P 


profpe£t  at  once  pleafiiig  and  fublimc.  ■  A  great  number  of  brooks  run 
into  the  Schuylkill,  and  turn  many  paper,  favv,  plafler,  and  oil-mills  in 
the  vicinity  of  Reading.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  temperate, 
induftrious  and  prudent  people.  A  tradefman  clears  as  much  money 
in  a  few  years,  as  enables  him  to  buy  a  plantation  in  the  back  coun- 
try, where  he  either  fettles  himfelf,  or  fends  one  of  his  children.  Per*- 
fons  who  quit  Reading  and  its  vicinity  generally  retire  to  the  country 
around  Sunbury  and  Northumberland.  Some  poor  Germans  from  time 
to  time  arrive  here  from  Europe,  get  rich,  purchafe  a  plantation,  and 
retire. 

They  marry  here  very  young.  Few  women  remain  unmarried  be- 
yond the  age  of  twenty  years  :  and  marriages  are  ^very  fruitful.  The 
mortality  among  children  is,  upon  an  average,  much  lefs  here  than 
in  Philadelphia.  The  country  is  healthful.  Perfons  grey  with  age  are 
numerous,  and  epidemical  difeafes  rarely  break  out.  Living  is  cheaper 
here,  by  one  half,  than  in  Philadelphia. 

We  had  letters  to  MeOrs.  Read  and  Bridle,  and  cannot  fpeak  with 
fuifficient  praiie  of  the  handfome  reception  we  experienced  from  thefe 
gentlemen.  They  anfwered  all  our  queftions  with  a  degree  of  patience 
as  obliging  on  their  part,  as  it  was  advantageous  to  us.  The  day  we 
flopped  at  Reading  was  fpent  at  Mr,  Bridle*s,  where  we  found  Mr. 
Read,  Judge  Rush,  brother  to  Do6kor  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  Pre- 
fident  of  the  diftridt,  General  Rover,  who,  during  the  laft  war,  ferved 
conftantly  under  La  Fayette,  and  holds  now  the  place  of  Regiftrar, 
Mr.  EcKARD,  an  afluary,  and  Mr.  Evans,  who  is  a  lawyer  as  well  as 
Meffrs.  Read  and  Bridle.  The  converfation  was  plcafant  enough.  It 
conftantly  turned  upon  the  political  Situation  of  Europe,  of  which  every 
one  will  talk,  and  which  is  rightly  underftood  by  none.  But  it  is  the 
topic  of  the  day,  to  the  difcuflion  of  which  we  muft  fubmit.  Excel- 
lent principles  of  government,  a  warm  attachment  to  France,  abhor- 
rence of  the  crimes  which  have  been  committed,  and  fervent  wi(hes 
for  her  welfare,  formed  the  prominent  features  of  the  converfation. 
Several  very  acute  and  judicious  pbfervations  on  the  fubjedl  of  England 
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were  made,  which  did  not  befpeak  great  partiality  for  that  country. 
The  gentlemen  fpoke  with  eiithuftafm  of  Washington,  with  gratitude 
and  efleem  of  La  Fayette,  and,  in  (hort,  difplayed  the  moft  laudable 
feelings.  During  a  walk,  we  met  fome  ladies,  who,  to  judge  from  the 
manner  in  which  their  attendants  conduced  themfelves,  muA  be  of 
very  little  importance  in  fociety.  Mr.  Bridle,  who,  without  faying 
a  word,  gave  us  tea  in  the  evening,  feemed  fcarcely  to  have  eaten  his 
dinner.      ♦     ^■'^•r-     r     ^    - :    '     /  ; 

The  civility  of  our  friends  in  Reading  was  not  confined  to  a  kind  re- 
ception ;  they  alfo  offered  us  letters  to  gentlemen  at  Lancader,  and  in 
other  places  on  our  road,  which,  though  we  were  already  provided  with 
a  tolerable  number,  we  accepted  with  the  fame  fatisfa^ion  as  they  were 
offered.  nw   »:ju/  ;s*.   *      «.  -«   ,-.  5»ay  i 

r  One  of  tbefe  letters  procured  me  an  introdudion  into  the  farm  of 
Angelico.  I  was  defirous  of  being  more  accurately  acquainted  with 
the  flate  of  agriculture  and  hufbandry  aibout  Reading,  which,  in  Phila- 
delphia, had  been  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  moA  perfcd  ia  all  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  I  therefore  wiihed  to  converfe  with  one  of  the  beft  informed 
farmers ;  Mr.  Evans  had  been  named  to  me  as  fuch.  He  fuperintends 
and  manages  the  farm  of  Angelico  for  Mr.  Nicholson  in  Philadelphia, 
who  bought  it  three  years  ago  of  Governor  Mifflin.  This  farm, 
which  lies  three  miles  from  Reading  on  the  way  to  Lancafler,  con- 
iifts  of  nine  hundred  acres,  four  hundred  only  of  which  have  hither- 
to been  cultivated,  and  fifty  of  thefe  lie  in  pafture.  From  fixty  to 
fev^ity  acres  confifl  of  the  fineft  meadows,  fome  of  which  are  fown 
with  clover.  They  are  watered  at  pleafure,  partly  by  the  Angelico,  a 
fmall  brook  from  which  the  place  takes  its  name,  and  partly  by  a  very 
copious  fpring,  which  waters  fuch  parts  as  are  not  within  reach  of  the 
Angelico.  The  grafs  is  fine,  (Irong,  and  bufhy,  and  the  only  care  taken  of 
it  confifts  in  a  flight  irrigation.  The  reft  of  the  land  is  under  the  plough, 
and  produces  wheat,  rye,  buck-wheat,  oats,  and  Indian  corn,  but  with- 
out any  fixed  rotation  of  crops.  The  land  is  of  the  beft  quality,  being 
at  rich  clay,  from  twenty-four  ^o  twenty-eight  inches  deep.  Some  places 
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a'r  flony.  More  or  lefs  manure  is  laitl  upon  the  Toil  every  three 
ysars.  From  four  to  five  {cart-loads  of  dung,  about  fifteen  hundred 
weight  each,  arc  generally  allotted  to  an  acre;  but  the  dung  is  far 
fron^  being  in  a  ftate  to  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe.  The  produce 
of  tl)vi  firft  year,  after  the  ground  has  been  cleared,  is  tvveuty-five 
bumels  of  wheat,  forty  bulhels  of  rye,  forty  bufhels  of  barley,  eighty 
buihels  of  oats,  twenty-five  bu(hels  of  Indian  corn,  per  acre,  it  would 
produce  confiderably  more,  if  the  wood  were  felled  in  a  more  careful 
manner,  and  the  ground  fomewhat  deeper  tilled.  It  is  the  cudom,  and 
confequently  the  general  opinion,  that  the  ground  muH;  not  be  ploughed 
deeper  than  four  or  five  inches.  I  have  converfed  with  Mr.  Evans  on. 
this  fubjefl:,  who  could  not  help  allowing,  that  the  above  opinion  is 
erroneous.  He  was  entirely  of  my  way  of  thinking ;  but  it  is  the 
cuftom,  and  that  has  more  weight  than  the  cleared  reafoning.  Newly 
cleared  land  fometimes  produces  better  crops  after  the  fecond  and  the 
third  year's  tillage,  than  at  the  firft ;  and  this  generally  happens  when, 
the  ground  has  not  been  cleared  with  fufficient  care.  The  ufual  pro- 
duce of  this  land  is  ten  bufhels  of  wheat,  twenty  of  rye,  twenty  of 
barley,  forty  of  oats,  and  eighty  of  Indian  corn.  This  dlftrid  has  not 
fuffered  from  certain  infefts,  called  lice,  which  occafion  fometimes  con- 
fidcrable  mifchief  to  the  crops  ;  nor  had  the  Heflian  fly  much  damaged 
the  corn  here.  The  plough- Ihare  is  of  iron  ;  it  has  but  one  broad  fide 
bent  towards  the  right.  It  is  ill  contrived,  and  turns  up  the  ground  very 
imperfedly.  Two  horfes  are  able  to  draw  the  plough  in  a  pretty  ftrong 
foil.  The  work  of  the  farm  is  performed  by  five  men,  fix  horfes,  and 
twelve  oxen.  Mr.  Evans's  wife  and  children  manage  the  hufinefs  of  the 
houfe,  of  a  pretty  confiderable  dairy,  and  of  the  poultry-yard,  which  is 
much  better  ftocked  with  fowls  than  American  farms  ufually  are.  The 
butter  which  is  not  confumed  in  the  houfe,  is  fent  in  winter  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  but  in  fummer  they  make  good  cheefe,  which  is  fold  for  ten- 
pence  a  pound.  The  corn  is  either  fold  in  Philadelphia  or  Reading. 
Mr.  Evans  fattens  fome  oxen,  but  their  number  does  not  exceed  eigh- 
teen, though  be  pofieiTes  feventy  acres  of  meadow  land ;  thefe  oxen, 
•  1  together 
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together  with  his  twelve  cows  and  fix  horfes,  confume  aimed  all  his 
hay,  for  he  fells  very  little.  He  keeps  it  in  barns,  and  fomctimcs  in 
ftacks  made  after  the  Englifli  manner,  but  fo  very  badly,  that  they  ge- 
nerally tumble  down.  Every  acre  of  meadow,  if  mowed  twice  a  year, 
yields  from  three  to  four  tuns  of  hay,  and  the  price  of  this  article  Was 
lad  year  fourteen  dollars  a  tun. 

Mr.  Evans  keeps  no  more  than  forty  or  fifty  (heep.  This  fmall  num- 
ber affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  prejudices,  which  prevail  in  this 
country  ;  "  to  keep  many  of  them,*'  Mr.  Evans  obferved,  **  would  be 
the  certain  means  of  lofing  them  all.**  On  my  mentioning  to  him  the 
example  of  England,  he  faid,  *•  1  know  all  this,  but  it  is  the  cuftom 
here,  and  a  wife  cuftom  it  is ;  for  our  neighbour,  Mr.  Morgan,  who 
would  keep  more,  and  had  a  good  (hepherd  from  Europe,  loft  them  all. 
We  do  not  wifh  for  more  than  are  neceflary  to  fupply  us  with  wool  for 
our  own  cloathing,  and  that  of  our  people,  and  on  that  account  keep  no 
more.** 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  is  here  exa£Hy  the  fame  as  in  the  remoteft 
provinces  of  France.  Prejudices,  maxtms  handed  down  from  father  to 
fon,  ufages,  ignorance,  and  confequently  obftinacy,  govern  every  thing. 
The  fhecp  are  tolerably  good,  and  yield  excellent  wool.  Before  I  faw 
them,  1  aiked  the  (hepherd,  whether  the  wool  was  fliort  or  long  ?  he 
anfwered,  "  that  it  grew  longer  towards  the  time  of  (hearing  it."  I 
explained  to  him  the  meaning  of  the  terms,  long  and  (hort  wool,  the 
difference  between  the  (heep  which  produce  it,  the  different  purpo(es 
they  are  fit  for  in  the  manufa£):ories,  and,  confequently,  the  reafons 
why,  in  different  parts  of  England,  one  fort  of  (heep  is  kept  in  pre- 
ference to  ahother.  He  liftened  to  me,  and  replied,  "  of  all  this  we 
know  nothing  here.**  It  is  the  cuftom  not  to  keep  a  ram  upon  the 
farm  ;  they  enquire  where  a  good  one  may  be  found,  and  cither  hire 
him  or  fend  the  ewes  to  him.  Mr.  Evans  fattens  his  oxen  with  hay, 
and  flour  of  Indian  corn,  of  which  he  allots  to  each,  twice  a  day,  fix 
quarts,  or  fix-fixteenths  of  a  bu(hel :  his  oxen  are  tolerably  good,  but 
fiot  remarkably  fo.     In  my  prefence  he  fold  feventeeo,  which  were  all 

he 
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he  had  at  that  time,  and  amoug  which  was  an  old  bull  and  a  Hue  cow. 
For  thefe  he  received  nine  hundred  and  fix  dollars  ;  the  cow  alone  cod 
forty-two  ;  (he  was  three  years  old,  large  fized,  of  a  good  fort,  and  was 
bought  for  breeding  in  another  part  of  the  country. 

Turnips  for  feeding  cattle  arc  cultivated  only  in  gardens  like  pot- 
herbs, to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  or  half  an  acre.  The  cultivation 
of  cabbages  and  turnips  in  the  fields  is  unknown.  Potatoes  are 
planted  in  gr>^at  abundance.  The  art  of  getting  good  dung  is  as  little 
known  here  as  all  other  branches  of  agriculture,  which  require  the  Icafl: 
judgment.  There  is  no  hole  in  the  farm-yard  tocoUedl  the  dung;  no- 
thing is  done  to  improve  it  by  the  urine  from  the  different  ftables,  or 
to  prevent  the  rain  from  waihing  away  its  ftrength  ;  it  lies  in  the  farm- 
yard in  large  heaps,  does  not  rot,  but  is  entirely  dried  up. 

In  other  refpe<fls  this  is  one  of  the  fincfl  eOates  that  can  be  defired. 
7'he  foil,  the  fituation,  and  every  thing  confidered,  leave  nothing  to 
wifh  for  but  a  more  ikilful  cultivation,  of  which  it  is  as  capable  as  any 
other  fpot  in  the  world.  In  point  of  profped  and  pidturefque  effect,  its 
iituation  is  charming,  being  in  a  large,  delightful  valley,  which  is  well 
watered,  and  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  the  mofl  pleafant  hills, 
partly  cultivated,  and  partly  covered  with  wood. 

A  faw-mill  forms  a  part  of  this  eftate ;  it  is  conftantly  employed 
cither  for  the  ufe  of  the  eftate,  for  the  poffeflbr,  or  the  public.  The 
price  of  labour  is  three  (hillings  for  one  hundred  feet  of  plank.  The 
mill  has  but  one  faw,  though  there  is  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  at  lead  three.  This  water,  which  can  be  difpofed  of  at  pleafure, 
might  very  conveniently  turn  feveral  other  mills,  and  thus  encreafe  both 
the  value  of  the  eftate,  and  the  induftry  of  the  country ;  as  the  pro- 
duce is  fure  to  meet  with  a  ready  fale  either  in  Philadelphia  or  Reading. 
The  fences  and  farm-buildings,  which  Governor  Mifflin  left  in  very  bad 
condition,  are  now  repairing,  and  will  for        '  in  very  good  order. 

Mr.  Nicholfon  pays  Mr.  Evans,  who  acv.junts  to  him  for  the  cut- 
goings  and  expenditure,  but  who  has  not  yet  remitted  him  any  money. 
He  intends,  undoubtedly,  by  this  management,  to  put  the  eftate  into  a 
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gAod  conJit'uMi,  niul  to  raifc  its  value  l>cyond  that  which  landed  property 
has  iiitherto  ac(]uircd  in  America,  At  this  time  a  budiel  of  wheat  felU 
for  fifteen  lliilliiigs,  Indian  corn  for  three  (hillings,  and  oats  for  five  fliil- 
lings.  Labourers  arc  eafiiy  procured  here  in  fufficient  number  for  all 
the  purpolcs  of  agriculture.  From  the  account  I  have  given  of  this 
tAate,  it  is  evident,  that  its  value  would  be  very  confiderable,  if  it  were 
better  mannged. 

Tlie  five  hundred  acres,  which  lie  uncultivated,  fupply  the  necelTary 
timber  for  repairing  the  houfe  and  out-buildings,  and  alfo  wood  for 
fuel ;  which,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  fold  at  Reading  from 
three  and  a  half,  to  four  and  a  half  dollars  per  cord,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  wood.  The  cxpence  for  felling,  cutting  it,  and  car- 
rying it  to  Rt^-ding,  amounts  to  one  dollar  two- thirds.  Mr.  Evans 
is  of  opinion,  that  this  tra«5l  of  land  (hould  neither  be  cultivated,  nor 
the  wood  fold  for  fuel,  becaufe  the  trees,  if  fufFered  to  grow,  cncreafc 
the  value  of  the  land  far  beyond  what  it  can  be  worth,  if  applied  to 
any  other  ufe.  I  know  not  how  far  he  may  be  right.  To  form  a  cor- 
rc<5l  opinion  on  this  fubje£l,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  traverfe  the  wood, 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  cultoms  of  the  country  ;  and  be- 
fidcs,  it  is  well  known,  that  in  France,  where  the  management  of  woods 
is  fingularly  well  underftood,  the  rearing  of  trees  is  deemed  one  of  the 
moft  difficult  arts. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  is  more  fond  of  his  bed,  and  Icfs 
partial  to  farms,  than  I  am,  lutFered  me  to  leave  Reading  fome  hours 
before  him  ;  he  overtook  me  at  Angelico,  and  thence  wc  entered 
upon  our  journey  to  Lancafter.  There  is  no  public  conveyance  yet 
cliabliflied  by  the  ftate  between  Lancafter  and  Reading,  though  thcfe 
are  both  confiderable  towns.  The  ftage-coach  goes  from  Reading  to 
Harrilhurg,  fituate  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  on  the  road  to  Pittiburg. 
Another  (lage-coach  goes  from  Harrilburg  to  Lancafter,  which  forms 
a  circuit  of  eighty  miles  ;  though,  by  the  diredt  road,  the  diftance  is 
only  thirty-one  miles.  There  is,  indeed,  a  poft,  which  goes  twice  a 
week  from  Bethlem  to  Lancafter,  and  paffes  through  Reading,  but  is 
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of  no  life  to  travellers.  This  pod,  which  makes  a  journey  of  eighty 
miles,  frequently  arrives  witiiout  bringii.goiie  Tingle  letter;  every  thin:-; 
evinces,  that  the  country  is  yet  in  an  infant  ftatc,  hut  ihews,  at  the  l"am« 
time,  that  it  is  proceeding,  by  large  and  rapid  itrides,  to  a  llatc  of  eou- 
lidcrable  ftrength. 

The  country  between  Readins:  and  Lancalter  abounds  with  moun- 
tains  and  vallics.  The  former  arc  not  high,  but  run  in  ranges.  I'hc 
vallies  are  chcarful,  well  watered,  abound  with  line  meadows,  and  arc 
tolerably  well  inhabited.  Almolt  all  the  inhabitants  are  CJermans,  or, 
at  leaft,  of  German  defcent.  The  grcatcd  part  fpcalc  no  other  language 
than  German.  The  houfcs  are  fmall,  and  kept  in  very  bad  order  ;  the 
barns  are  large,  and  in  very  good  repair.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country,  which  is  very  rich  and  pleafant,  rei'cmbles  that  near  the 
Voghcfian  Mountains,  except  that  here  the  mountains  are  not  fo  high. 
We  continually  meet  with  brooks  or  creeks,  with  numerous  mills 
and  a  luxuriant  verdure.  The  road  is  tolerable,  except  in  fome  places, 
where  it  is  miry,  or  rough  with  (tones.  Four  miles  ff^om  Lancafter  the 
hills  decreafe  in  height,  and  two  miles  from  the  town  they  terminate 
in  a  plain.  • 

On  our  way  we  flopped  at  Ephrata,  where  we  vifited  the  Dunkers, 
a  fort  of  monks  well  known  in  America  by  the  folitary  life  they  lead, 
though  their  number  is  but  fmall.  Wchad  a  letter  to  Father  Millkr, 
the  Dean  of  the  focicty.  The  houfc,  which  is  built  of  a  very  indiffer- 
ent fort  of  ftone,  and  badly  roofed  with  laths,  is  tlic  refidencc  of  feveral 
hermits,  the  remains  of  fixty,  who  formed  the  focicty  about  forty 
years  ago.  A  few  yards  from  this  houfc  ftands  the  nunnery  of  the 
order,  which  contains  ten  or  twelve  nuns,  fuhjed  to  the  lame  rules. 

The  venerable  Father  Miller  is  an  old  man,  not  fir  from  eightv  vears 
of  age.  His  eyes  ftill  fparkle  with  a  degree  of  fire,  and  }>is  imagina- 
tion is  ftill  lively.  Our  curiofity  led  us  to  enquire  after  the  inrtitutioii 
of  the  houfe,  and  the  dodlrincs  of  the  order.  Father  Miller  fati-licd 
this  curiofity  in  a  manner  the  moft  tedioufly  diffufe,  by  giving  us  a  mi- 
nute account  of  every  point,  however  trifling,  of  the  dodrinc  and  hif- 
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tory  of  the  Dufihrs.  This  hiftory  is  a  tifTuc  of  abfiirditics,  like  th.it 
of  all  monks.  A  ridiculous  compound  of  ambition,  ;ind  of  the  dcfne 
of  inlulatiiig  themfclvcs  apart  from  the  flate,  is  common  to  them  all. 
The  Dunkcra  were  inrtitutcd  in  the  fame  place  where  they  at  prcfcnt  re- 
fule,  by  one  Conrad  PiiVSKi.,  aCicrman,  who,  however,  Ibon  perceived, 
as  welJ  as  themfcves,  that  the  life  of  an  anchorite  is  neither  the  mofk  pica- 
font,  nur  the  moft  ufcful  in  the  woild.  He  collc«llcd  them  into  a  focicty, 
and  conduced  them  to  Pittfbiirg,  which,  at  that  time,  was  a  wild,  unin- 
habited place.  The  prior,  who  lucccedcd  Feyfel,  intended,  according  to 
Ibrne,  to  fubjc^l  his  monks  to  a  rtridcr  difcipline  ;  but,  by  the  account 
of  others,  he  propofed  to  accuftom  them  to  a  wandering  life  ;  difTcn- 
fions  arofc  among  them,  and  they  paflTed  Tome  years  in  a  (late  of  con- 
tinual difagrcement  ;  they  then  difperfed,  and  afterwards  united  again 
in  the  fame  place  where  they  were  firft  eftabli(hed.  The  old  monk 
told  us,  that  they  obferve  a  (ir'iO:  rule,  and  live  with  the  utmoft  fruga- 
lity ;  and  that  a  communion  of  property  is  obferved  among  themwith- 
OMt  the  leaft  fupremacy,  or  any  other  diftindion  whatever ;  he  told  U8» 
that  he  goes  himfelf  to  church  regularly  at  midnight.  They  have 
made  the  vow  of  poverty  and  chaftity ;  there  are,  however,  fome,  who 
marry,  in  which  cafe  they  quit  the  houfe,  and  live  with  their  wives 
elfewherc  in  the  country.  Others  leave  the  houfc  without  marrying  ; 
but  thefe,  Father  Miller  obferved,  violate,  by  fo  doing,  the  oath  they, 
have  taken  ;  yet  they  cannot  be  profecuted  for  want  of  a  law  to  that 
effedl.  They  wear  a  long  gown  made  of  grey  cloth  for  the  winter,  and 
of  while  linen  for  the  fummer,  tied  round  the  waift  with  a  ftrnp  of  lea- 
ther. They  let  the  beard  grow,  and  fleep  on  a  bench,  *'  until,"  laid 
Father  Miller,  "  they  deep  in  the  grave."  This  was  his  cxpreffion^ 
The  fpirii  of  the  prefent  age,  and  the  country  they  inhabit,  being  equally 
avcrfe  to  a  monartic  life,  Father  Miller  perceives,  with  as  much  certainty, 
as  concern,  the  impending  diflblution  of  his  order,  which  has  fome  other: 
ertablifhments  in  one  or  two  counties  of  Pennfylvania.  As  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  orderj  they  are  a  medley  of  the  mofl  abfurd  tenets  of  tho 
Anabaptiils,  Uiiiverfalifls,  Calvinins,  Lutherans,  Jews,  Methodifls,  and 
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Roman  Catholics.  They  lament  the  fall  of  our  firft  parent,  who 
would  rather  h:ive  for  his  wife  a  carnal  being.  Eve,  than  let  the  ccltftial- 
Sophia,  a  being  thoroughly  divine,  bear  a  child.  She  would  have  conra- 
municatcd  only  with  the  fpiritual  nature  of  Adam  ;  and  thus  a  race 
would  have  been  engendered  all  pure,  and  without  the  leaft  corporeal 
ingredient.  They  lament  the  indulgence,  which  God  (hewed  in  regard 
to  this  defirc  of  Adam,  who  a«fted  on  this  occafion  as  brutes  might  do. 
However,  God,  according  to  their  dodrine,  has  merely  deferred  the  pe- 
riod of  this  flatc  of  pcrfcdion  ;  it  is  certainly  to  arrive,  and  the  Dunkcrs 
forcfec  the  time,  when,  after  the  general  rcfurrctflion,  the  divine  Sophia 
will  defccnd  into  every  one  of  us.  All  thla  is  to  their  fancy  as  evident 
and  clear  as  the  Song  of  Solomon.  We  waflcd  nearly  two  hours  iiv 
liflening  to  the  idle  prate  of  the  old  monk,  who  was  happy  to  enter- 
tain us  on  this  iubje(5l,  and  particularly  enraptured  at  the  idea,  that  th^ 
Sophia  would  defcend  into  him. 

Another  monk  of  the  fame  order,  whom  wc  met  with,  fcrmcd  to  be 
Icfs  imprefTed  with  this  hope.  He  was  a  printer,  a  man  of  tliiity  years 
of  age,  who  had  lived  thirteen  years  in  this  Iioul'c.  lie  told  us,  that 
the  difcipline  of  the  order  is  by  no  means  io  ftiidl,  ns  the  old  monk  pre- 
tended ;  that  they  divide  their  earnings  only  if  they  choofe  ;  tliat  tlicy 
live  juft  as  they  plcafe,  and  drink  coffee  and  tea.  He  d.d  not  ap;ear  fa 
enthufiaftic  a  friend  to  the  vow  of  chalVity  as  Father  Miller ;  and  to  our 
fjueftions,  whether  many  brothers  married,  and  wheti^cr  they  vvcic  fup- 
pofed  to  oflcnd  by  fo  doing,  .nnfwered,  "  that  many  did,  and  that,  in 
his  opinion,  they  aded  rightly ;  *'  for,"  faid  he,  **  are  not  women  rruly 
charming  ?"  Before  we  left  Father  Miller,  v/hofc  accounts  tlie  infor- 
mation of  the  young  monk  already  (hewed  to  have  greatly  cxaj^gcrated 
every  thing,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  convincing  ourlelvcs,  that  he 
had  misftatcd  even  the  particulars  of  their  way  of  living;  lor  we  found 
in  a  room,  contiguous  to  his,  a  nice  feather-bed,  in  which,  he  could 
not  help  confelfing,  he  llept  fometimes,  and  in  which,  by  the  aiXer- 
tion  of  the  young;  Duiikcr,  he  fleeps   cwcry  night.    In  the  churcl* 
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we  found  a  p!.\cc  as  much  dillinguilhcd  from  the  red,  as  that  of  any 
prior  of  ;i  convent  of  bcncditfline  monk:;  can  be.  Monks  arc  every 
where  the  fame  men,  and  live  by  deceiving  others ;  they  arc  every 
where  impoftors  :  in  Europe,  and  in  America,  men  arc  the  fame,  when 
placed  in  tlie  fame  fituation.  In  point  of  furniture  and  outward  appear- 
ance the  houfe  hears  a  near  refemblance  to  a  capuciiin  convent,  dif- 
playing  every  where  an  oftentatious  poverty  by  half-hidden  beds  of 
down.  We  did  not  vilk  the  nunnery,  as  we  (hould  have  met  there 
only  the  fame  follies,  and  the  fame  naufcous  filth  ;  befides,  the  nuns, 
being  old,  could  not  in  the  ieafl  intereft  our  curiolity,  and  wc  knew 
already  enough  of  thefe  Dunkers.  They  are  a  good-natured  fort  of  peo- 
ple, they  live  upon  the  produce  of  an  eftate  of  three  hundred  acres,  in- 
jure nobody,  are  laughed  at  in  the  country,  and  yet  tolerably  well  be- 
loved. 

The  foil  between  Reading  and  Lancafter  is  full  of  fmall  limc-ftones, 
and  dates,  which  are  frequently  found  of  a  very  large  fize.  Near 
Lancafter  the  quantity  of  lime-ftone  encrcafes  :  the  whole  country 
abounds  with  iron-mines;  and  the  iron-works,  which  are  very  nume- 
rous between  Bethlem  and  Reading,  become  more  ftrikingly  fo  between 
Reading  and  Lancafler,  though  many  of  them  do  not  ftand  near  the 
road.  We  intended  to  viiit  the  iron-work  of  Mr.  Colman,  one  of 
the  mod  confiderable  in  the  whole  diftrift ;  but  finding  that  it  was  too 
much  out  of  our  road,  we  relinquiflied  the  defign.  All  wc  could  Icara 
was,  that  the  workmen  receive  fromeight  to  ten  dollars  a  montii,  befides 
board  and  lodging.  The  founder  has  five  (hillings  per  tun.  The  price 
of  cafh-iron  is  thirty  (hillings,  and  of  iron  in  bars  forty  (hillings  a  tun. 
The  high  price  of  grain  in  this  place  is  faid  to  have  much  Icflcned  the 
profits  arifuig  from  founderies. 

We  had  left  the  fcrvant,  with  the  baggage  horfe,  at  Reading,  on  ac- 
count of  his  back  being  fore.  My  friend  Guillemard  intended  at  firrt:  to 
make  the  tour  from  Lancafter  to  Harrilburg  without  the  fcrvant,  and 
to  lend  him  by  the  rtraight  road  to  Northumberland,  but  Jofeph  wiihcd 
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to  fcC  Lancaftcr.  Mr.  CTiiillcmnnrs  kliuliielti  couKI  not  refufe  him  this 
fmall  favour  ;  he  accordingly  Tot  out  for  I.niicaftcr  fonic  hours  nfter  us, 
and  brought  the  horfc  tiiithcr ;  wc  hail  IcfToncil  his  burthen,  at  Icafl  by 
eighty  pounds,  and  had  icnt  fex cr;il  of  Mr.  (luilleniard's  effcifls  to  Phi- 
ladcljjhia.  'J'hc  pack-fiukllc  had  been  mcnJfd,  and  yet  the  poor  horfb'j 
back  w  as  vvorfe  than  before.  This  is  an  accident  truly  difa^rccablc, 
cuid  by  no  means  unimportant ;  for  the  difpofition  of  my  fellow  travel- 
ler does  not  allow  us  to  hope  afpcedy  end  to  our  futicrings.  We  mufl 
have  patience,  a  virtue  of  material  ufe  in  all  fituations,  while  on  the 
contrary  impatience  never  fcrvcs  any  good  purpolc. 

Lancajicr,  the  III h  cf  Mny. 

Wc  reached  Lancafter  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  ufual  funper- 
time.  The  groom  arrived  the  next  morning  with  the  dilablcd  horlb.  A 
delay  in  Lancaftcr,  while  the  cure  of  the  horfe  was  cfft^fted,  proved  the 
more  unpleafant,  as  out  of  the  t  vclve  gentlemen,  to  whom  we  had 
letters  of  introduction,  three  only  v  v*re  in  town.  General  Hand,  who 
lives  a  mile  from  Lancafter,  happei-ed  to  be  there.  We  accordingly 
paid  him  a  vifit,  and  faw  him,  as  well  as  his  lady  and  children.  But, 
by  not  returning  our  vifit,  he  gave  us  a  pretty  clear  proof,  that  he  was 
not  very  dcfirousof  our  repeating  it.  Mr.  Bridle,  though  in  town,  was 
indifpofcd  ;  and  Mr.  Montcjomkry,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bridle,  of  Reading,  was  not  at  home,  when  we  called  at  his  houfc. 
This  concurrence  of  unpleafant  circumftances  led  us  to  the  firm  deter- 
mination of  removing  at  once  the  oblUclcs,  which,  fince  our  dvparturc 
from  Philadelphia,  had  obftruclcd  the  execution  of  our  plan.  In  oc- 
currences of  a  more  ferious  complexion  than  this  incident,  cNpcricnce 
has  convinced  me,  that  the  i'uccours  of  the  momtnf,  with  w  hich  irrc- 
folute  and  indolent  people  arc  lb  well  plcafcd,  far  from  a£tu.dly  clear- 
ing the  way  of  difficulties,  merely  places  them  at  a  greater  diftancc, 
but,  in  fadl,  cncreales  them.  I  was  allb  fenlible,  that  it  is  by  far  the 
heft  and  cafiefl:  way,  in  all  fimilar  fituations,  to  do  without  every  thing, 
which  may  prove  troublclomc.     My  friend  Guillemard  is  determined, 
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to  a£l  upon  tlic  fame  prifjciple;  and  we  have  refolved  to  redace  our 
baggage  to  what  our  three  horfcs  can  conveniently  carry,  and  to  fend 
the  reft  back  to  Philadelphia.  Thus  relieved  from  all  uncafmefs,  our 
minds  will  be  more  capable  of  receiving  the  new  knowledge,  which  vvc 
Ihall  ufc  every  oppoitunity  to  colle(^.  Here  we  gathered  our  informa- 
tion from  the  landlord's  family  at  the  inn,  where  we  had  put  up. 

This  inn,  the  Swan,  has  been  kept  by  Mr.  Slow  thcfe  thirty  years. 
He  wab  a  man  of  very  confiderable  property,  but,  fome  time  back,  was 
much  reduced  by  misfortunes;  having  engaged  in  iron-works,  and  other 
bufincfs,  he  was  defrauded,  and  nearly  ruined,  and  found  himfclf  under 
the  neceHity  of  iclling  all  the  property  he  had  acquired.  Grief  under- 
mined his  conftitution  ;  but  his  wife,  pofleffed  of  more  fortitude,  (as 
women  generally  are")  roufed  his  dejeded  fpirits.  His  honefty  had  never 
been  impeached,  and  his  fituation  in  life,  as  innkeeper  and  member  of 
the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  had  made  him  known,  and  had  obtained 
him  friends,  who  afUfted  him  with  money,  and  procured  him  credit. 
One  of  them  purchafei  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  ho  pof- 
felfcd  near  Wiiklbarre,  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and,  when  the  bargain 
was  ftruck,  told  him,  that  he  Ihould  only  confider  himfclf  as  his 
truftee,  and  return  the  land  for  the  fame  money.  His  circumflanccs 
improved  ;  he  has  not  only  repaid  the  money  for  t'^e  lands  near  Wilkf- 
barre,  which  are  again  in  his  pofTcfrion,  but  has  alio  purchafed  others 
liear  Northumberland,  ^married  one  of  his  daughters,  obtained  commif- 
fions  in  the  army  for  two  of  his  fons,  und  thus  recovered  his  former 
prolpcrity.  We  had  letters  to  him  :  he  happened  to  be  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  but  Ilia  wife  and  two  of  his  fons  were  at  home,  who  furnifhed 
lis  with,  perhaps,  as  much  information,  as  we  mii^ht  have  been  able  to 
procure,  had  we  met  with  all  the  other  pcrfons  to  whom  we  had  let- 
ters of  rtcommciiil.ition. 

J.aiicaller  is  the  largefl  inland  town  on  the  continent  of  America. 
Jt  ftanda  twenty  miles  from  the  Sufquehannah,  and  half  a  mile  from 
the  Conawango,    a  large  ftream,  (locked  w  itli  filh,  but  not  navigable. 
This  diAricl  was  prelcntcd  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Willjam  Hamil- 
ton 


Wi 


BY  THE  UUKfe  DE  LA  ROCHfePOUCAULT  LIANCOURT. 


41 


TON,  by  the  Penns,  their  relations.  The  town  begAn  to  be  built  in 
1731,  with  a  view  of  its  being  the  chief  of  the  county.  The  land  is 
not  fold  by  the  Hamiltons,  but  leafed  out  for  a  ground- rent,  which 
they  have  raifcd  in  proportion  to  the  encreafed  demands,  and  the  fi- 
fing price  of  land  in  every  place.  As  W.  Hamilton  has  ftill  a  great 
quantity  of  land  left  about  the  town,  he  difpofcs  of  it  in  the  fame 
manner ;  and  his  yearly  income,  compofed  of  unredeemable  rents, 
amounts  at  prefent  to  four  thoufand  dollars.  Daring  the  war  the 
payment  of  thefe  rents  was  collc(5led  with  difficulty  ;  Mr.  Hamilton, 
as  well  as  the  family  of  Penn,  belonging  to  the  Tory  party. 

The  population  of  Lancafter  confifts  of  about  fix  or  (even  thoufand 
fouls.  Inftead  of  increafing,  it  rather  decreafes  at  prefent,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  the  continual  emigration  of  fuch  inhabitants,  as  by  their  in- 
duftry  have  acquired  a  fufficient  fortune,  to  purchafe  lands  in  the  lefs  in- 
habited diftridls  of  Pennfylvania,  or  in  the  mod  diftant  part  of  Mary- 
land, and  whom  the  high  price  of  land,  in  the  county  of  Lancailer, 
prevents  from  fettling  here. 

Near  the  town,  and  even  at  fome  diftance  from  It,  the  price  of  land 
is  at  prefent  from  fifty  to  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  Within  thefe  laft 
three  years,  it  has  been  more  than  doubled.  Crencral  Hand  bought, 
five  years  ago,  the  eftate  on  which  he  refides,  two  miles  from  the  town, 
for  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  and  has  lately  refufed  one  hundred, 
which  were  oflFered  him.  Mr.  Scott,  fon-in-law  of  Mr.  Slow,  bought 
lately  an  eftate,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  The 
price  of  land  has  rifen  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion  throughout  Ame- 
rica, at  lead  in  all  its  cultivated  parts.  Mr.  Slow,  about  five  years 
ago,  purchafed  an  eOate  near  Northumberland  for  forty  fliilliiigs  per 
acre,  and  laft  year  fold  it  again  for  fifty-four  (hillings.  With  the  pro- 
fits he  purchafed  a  pretty  little  cftate,  fituate  half  a  mile  from  Lan- 
cafter,  between  the  road  and  the  creek. 

This  eftate,  which  contains  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  is  now  ia 
a  fine  ftate  of  cultivation.  About  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  lie  in  grafs, 
and  form  the  moll:  beautiful  meadows  ;  twenty-five  arc  covered  with 
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wood,  and  the  reft  are  under  the  plough.  He  lays  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
tuns  of  dung  on  each  acre  :  no  land  lies  fallow  ;  but  he  entertains  the 
fame  prejudices  as  the  reft  of  the  farmers  in  favour  of  flat  ridges,  and 
againft  (heep.  His  fon,  in  whofe  company  I  furveyed  the  eftate,  con- 
fcfled,  that  the  theory  and  praftice  which  prevail  in  Europe  do  not  agree 
with  the  hufbandry  of  the  Americans,  but  he  is  ncvcrthelefs  zealoufly 
wedded  to  their  prejudices,  and  caufes  them  to  be  clofely  followed,  not 
only  on  his  father's  eftate,  of  which  he  has  the  management,  but  alfo 
on  his  own  neat  Northumberland. 

The  land,  in  the  environs  of  Lancafter,  exceeds  in  fertility  that  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Reading.  An  acre  yields,  upon  an  average,  fif- 
teen buftiels  of  wheat,  and  other  grain  in  proportion.  ■' 

Every  thing  is  much  dearer  in  Lancafter  than  in  Reading.  Day  labour- 
ers are  paid  four  ftiillings  per  day,  and  are  eafily  procured.  The  inhabitants 
arc  the  fame  good  natured  kind  of  people  as  at  Reading,  and  equally  la- 
borious. In  the  town,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  country,  are  a  great 
number  of  tan-yards,  and  many  mills,  from  which  the  Hour  is  fent 
to  Philadelphia  in  waggons.  Returning,  thefe  waggons  commonly 
bring  merchandize,  which  is  expedited  from  this  place  to  every  part  of 
the  back  country.  The  road  has  hitherto  been  very  bad  ;  a  turnpike- 
road,  which  is  about  to  be  made,  and  which  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted this  autumn,  will  doubtlefs  much  fiicilitate  and  promote  the 
communication.  The  mealmcn  feem  already  to  familiarize  themfclves 
with  the  idea  of  paying  an  additional  toll  of  two  or  three  dollars,  and 
of  providing  larger  wheels  for  their  waggons.  If  the  Sufquchannah 
Ihall  be  made  navigable  as  far  as  Wright,  an  event  tliat  cannot  be  far 
Jlftant  ;  the  meal-trade  will  grow  ftill  more  confidcrable  in  thisdiftricl, 
at  leaft  until  the  proje«5led  plan  of  rendering  the  Suatara  and  the  Dela- 
ware navigable,  by  means  of  the  Schuylkill,  (hall  Ix;  carried  into  eftccl. 

In  a  recently  fettled  and  free  country,  it  is  fcldom  poflible  to  come 
at  any  certain  refults  of  calculations,  relative  to  trade  and  commerce. 
Thus  the  number  of  waggons,  which  are  fent  <^rom  Philadelphia  to 
Lancafitr  and  the  neighbouring  country,  with  flour  and  other  j-wovi- 
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fioii,  is  not  cxa«aiy  known  ;  yet  it  is  certain,  tht\t  frequently  from  fe- 
venty  to  eighty  waggons  pafs  through  Lancafter  in  a  day,  and  it  is  gc« 
nerally  believed,  that  Mr.  Withins,  who  fonic  years  back,  at  his  own 
expence,  built  a  bridge  on  the  road  to  Philadelphia,  a  mile  from  Lan- 
cafter, on  condition  of  his  being  entitled  to  take  a  toll  or  pontage, 
clears  that  way  every  year  one  thou  land  fix  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  fum  he  laid  out  in  conftruding  the  bridge.  A 
per  foil  on  horfeback  pays  him  two  pence,  and  a  waggon  eleven  pence, 
though  he  has  a  right  to  take  eighteen  pence  for  the  latter.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  have  contraded  for  the  conftruftion  of  the  turnpike-road, 
are  authorized  by  government  to  redeem  the  above  toll  or  pontage,  as 
foon  as  the  road  Ihall  be  completed. 

Though  the  number  of  houfcft  does  not  encreafe  at  Lancafter,  yet 
the  towu  gains  much  in  outward  appearance.  The  houfes  in  general  arc 
larger  than  in  Reading,  and  conftru£lcd  either  of  brick  or  ftone.  Rent 
is  much  the  fame  as  at  Reading.  There  are  numerous  quarries  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  which  yield  a  quartzofe  Jchijl^  that  is  very  hard, 
yet  eafily  cut,  but  cannot  be  obtained  in  pieces  of  any  large  fize.  This 
ftone  is  fold  by  the  rod,  containing  fixteen  feet  in  length,  eighteen  inches 
high,  and  eighteen  wide  ;  the  price  is  one  dollar,  delivered  in  town, 
free  from  expence,  and  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  to  take  it  out  of  the 
quarry.     The  turnpike-road  has  confiderably  encreafed  its  fiile. 

The  difpofiiion  of  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  I^ancafter  is 
of  the  fame  good  caft  as  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading.  There 
cxifts  here,  however,  a  democratic  fociety,  but  it  confifts  only  of  twelve 
members,  not  five  of  whom  ever  attend  the  meetings.  The  entcrprife 
againft  Pittfl)urg,  which  no  American  mentions  without  confcious 
pride,  efpccially  in  tliefe  parts,  where  the  militia  bore  a  fhare  in  it, 
has  ruined  the  Jacobin  clubs  and  focicties.  The  difapprobation  of  the 
Senate,  the  enquiry  fet  on  foot  by  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people, 
(notwithftanding  the  propofhl  of  the  committee,  that  they  be  repri- 
manded, was  not  carried)  and  efpecially  the  circumftance,  that  the 
Prefident,  who  is  generally  efteemcd  and  rcfpedled,  nay,  revered  to  a 
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degree  of  enthufiafm  in  America,  perfonally  reprobated  them,  have  com- 
pleted their  deft  ruction.      -•  .  «•  -I      .'•  »   I.-  . 
The  city  of  Lincafter  is  furroundcd  with  meadows,  which  arc  well 
watered.     It  gave  mc  much   latisfacliori  to  fee  a  wheel,  purpofely  de- 
figned  to  raife  the  water  ncceirary  for  that  purpofc.     The  town  itfelf  is 
rather  dull.     It  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  city  than   Reading  ;  the 
houfes  fland  nearer  each  other,  and  arc  more  numerous;  broad  (lone 
pavements,  run  in  front  of  the  houfes,  and  the  ilreets  that  are  not 
paved,  arc  at   lead  covered  with   gravel,   and  kept  clean.     The  fei- 
lions>houic  is  a  good  building,  neat  and  elegant.     There  are  two  or 
three  well  built  churches  in  the  town.     The  number  of  places  of  wor- 
ship amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  fevcn.     The  Swan  inn  is  undoubtedly 
better  than  any  nin  in  Philadelphia  ;  lefs  magnificent  than  the  excellent 
Englifli  inns,  yet  of  very  fimilar  delign  ;  none,  at  leaft,  can  be  more 
cleanly.     A  great  number  of  fervants  are  kept,  and  the   family  of  the 
landlord,  whofe  manners  befpeak  a  liberal  education,  are  generally  rc- 
I'peded,  and  enjoy  that  conlideration,  which  in  all  countries  fhould  be 
bcftowed  on  honed  men,  whatever  their  occupations,  if  not  contrary  to 
morality.    Innkeepers  are  here  men  of  the  fird  rank*  How  many  Euro- 
peans would  (hake  their  heads,  were  it  To  in  their  own  countries  !  It  is  a 
general  cuflcm  in  America,  to  dine  with  the  innkeeper  and  his  family, 
and  to  conform  to  the  dinner  hour  which    he  fixes.     This  cudom, 
which,  at  times,  proves  extremely  difagreeable,  is,  on  the  contrary,  very 
pleafant  in  this  houie,  for  it  is  impolhble  to  meet  with  a  family  in  all 
America  of  fuperior  breeding,  or   which  forms  a  more  agreeable  fo- 
ciety,  than  that  of  Mr.  Slow.     ,,.  >            ,   ...-a      .i«..:j  u    m  >mu  a^. 
One  of  the  two  Tons,  who  holds  a  commlflion  in  the  army,  was  at 
home.     He  ferves  in  one  of  the  regiments,  which,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wayne,  a«5l  againft  the  Indians,  and  was  wounded  in  an  en- 
gagement laft  autumn,  in  which  thole   people  were  repulfed  by  the 
Americans.     The  particulars  of  this  war  are  by  no  means  interefting. 
The  Americans  Ipeak  of  the  ignorance  of  the  Indian?,  in  point  of 
tallies,  with  the  iam&  contempt  that  the  English  exprefs  for  Ame- 
rican 
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rican  ta<S\ic3,    and  the  Pruflians,  Auftrians,  and  French  for  the  tac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  Englifli.     All  that   1  have  been  able  to  learn 
of   thefe  Indians  interefts  mc   in   their  fiivour.     The  Americans  are 
waging:  war  a2[ain(l:  them,  in  order  to  drive  them  out  of  a  countrv, 
which  belongs  to  them  ;  and  the  Americans,  who  inhabit  the  frontiers, 
are  greater  robbers,  and  more  cruel  than  the  Indians,  againft  whom  it 
is  alleged  as  a  crime,    that  they  exercife  the  right  of  retaliation.     They 
are,  moreover,  incited  by  the  Englifh  .againft  the  Americans,   and  be- 
come thus,  in  tlieir  untutored  ftate,  vi£lims  of  the  ambition  and  dif- 
cordofthcfc  two  cii'ilized  nations.     Captain   Slow  aflured  me,  that, 
among  the  Indians  (lain  on  the  field  of  battle,  many  white  people  have 
been  found,  who  were  Englilhmen  ;  that  many  aftive  officers  on  horfe- 
back  have  been  feen  at  the  head  of  the  Indians,  who  were  alfo  Englilh- 
mcn,  and  that  the  Indian  army  is  fupported  by  the  Englifli  garrifons. 
Thefe  aflertions,  however,  tend  merely  to  prove  the  fupinenefs  of  the 
Americans,  both  in  regard  to  the  Englifli  and  Indians.     Captain  Slow 
aflured   mc,    that  even   in  Kentucky,   he  never  met  with  any  land,, 
which,  in  point  of  richnefs,  can  be  compared  with  the   foil  of  thofe 
parts,  efpecially  in  the  country,  on  the  river  Miami ;  that  the  flratum 
of  vegetative  earth  is  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  thick  ;  and  that 
the  fields,  in  which  the  Indians  have  fown  maize  and  beans,    befpeak 
a  very  careful   cultivation,   and   promife  the   richefl  crops,    that  ever 
came  within  his  obfervation. 

Before  I  conclude  the  article  of  Lancafler,  I  muft  not  omit  to  men- 
tion two  Frenchmen,  who  have  ^ettled  here  from  th'*  Frercii  colonies 
in  the  Weil  Indies.  The  one  is  a  miniature  pai'»tt.'-,  who  lells  his  c  '.'.rfe 
piduies  for  three  guineas  each,  and  contrives  vo  voti-.l  many  ;  the  r.her 
is  a  very  indifferent  mufician,  who  charges  three  r,aineas  a  month  for 
his  leflons,  and  has  Ibveral  pupils.  At  every  ilep  we  take  in  America, 
either  in  towns  or  in  the  country,  it  becomes  more  and  more  evident, 
that  any  one  may  make  his  fortune,  who  will  take  the  pains  ;  and  no- 
thing can  afford  a  flronger  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  than  a 
perfonal  acquaintance  with  the  crowd  of  foreigners,  who  enjoy  the  re- 
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putation  of  being  exceedingly  clever,  and  who  arc  amaffing  fortunes 
under  the  aufpiccs  of  this  frequently  ufurped  tirle. 
♦. .  In  the  inn,  at  Lancarter,  I  met  with  Mr.  Brown,  member  of  the 
congrefs  for  Kentucky ;  he  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
congrcfs  meets  next  month.  1  fifted  him  a  little  refpeding  the  prcfcnt 
ftate  of  Kentucky.  Tlic  refult  of  the  information  I  obtained  is,  that 
the  foil  is  every  where  excellent,  and  frequently  yields,  for  the  firft  har- 
veft,  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten  bufliels  of  Indian  corn, 
and  from  fitty  to  fifty-five  bufhels  of  wheat  an  acre  ;  that  the  price  of 
land  is  fix  dollars  per  acre,  of  flour  eleven  dollars  per  barrel,  and  of  In- 
dian corn,  onclixth  of  a  dollar  per  bufliel ;  that  the  population,  which, 
in  170O,  confiflcil  f.f  ninety  thoufand  fouls,  amounts  at  prefent  to  owe. 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  ;  that,  in  the  courfe  of  lafl:  year,  twenty- 
five  thoufand  perfons  fettled  there  ;  that  the  Indians  attempt  no  longer 
any  inroads  in  that  part  of  the  United  States,  which,  though  occupied 
the  laft  of  all,  advances  more  rapidly  towards  a  ftate  of  profperity  than 
any  other  difiri*5l  in  America.  •    •  ^# 

From  Lancafter  we  proceeded  to  May  Town.  The  road  from  Lan- 
cafter  to  this  place  lies  chiefly  through  a  woody  traA  of  country,  which 
aflumes  a  wilder  appearance  than  we  have  hitherto  feen.  Cultivated 
land  appears  more  rarely  as  we  proceed,  except  a  few  vallies,  which  ftill 
lie  in  grafs,  or  are  fown  v/ith  Indian  corn.  In  proportion  as  the  diflance 
from  Lancafter  encreafes,  houfes  of  brick  or  ftone  are  lefs  frequently 
feen.  We  met  with  fcarccly  any  but  log -houfes;  every  where  we 
obferve  German  farms,  fmall  houfes,  and  large  barns.  Cows  and  oxen, 
which  feemed  tolerably  good,  we  found  grazing  in  the  woods  and  near 
the  road ;  and  alfo  faw,  at  times,  flieep,  but  never  more  than  eight  or  ten 
of  them  together.  From  their  thicknefs,  you  would  fuppofe  the  woods 
to  be  no  more  than  thirty  years  old  :  and  yet  it  is  highly  improbable, 
that  new  plantations  fliould  have  been  made  at  a  time  when  wood-lands 
were  every  where  converted  into  tillage-ground.  Thefc  woods,  as 
well  as  thofe  which  feem  older,  confift  of  oak,  hickory,  black  afli, 
acacia,  chcfnut,  cherry  and  apple-trees,  a  few  fpin die- trees,  fome  ce- 
dars, 
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dars,  ai»d  Weymouth- pines.  Were  it  not  for  the  known  partiality  of 
man  for  whatever  it  is  difficult  to  procure,  it  would  be  impofliblc  to  ac- 
count for  the  introdu»Slion  of  the  Itahan  poplar  irjto  America,  which 
abounds  in  fo  great  a  variety  of  beautiful  trees,  as  may  well  excite  the 
envy  of  Europe.  Great  numbers  of  thefe  poplars,  which  fcrvc  for  not 
one  ufeful  purpofe,  have  been  planted  in  America.  They  border  all 
the  ftreets  in  Philadelphia,  and  all  the  roads  about  the  town. 

All  the  cultivated  land  between  J^incafter  and  May  Town  is  inclofed 
with  fences  of  dry  wood,  which  fpoil  the  landfcape,  and  confume  vaft 
quantities  of  timber,  though  it  already  begins  to  grow  dear.  Sooner  or 
later  this  ufelefs  warte  will  certainly  be  regretted. 

May  Town  is  a  fmall  village,  fixteen  miles  from  Lancafter,  built 
on  a  fpot  entirely  without  water,  where  either  chance,  or  the  intereft 
of  a  few  individuals,  threw  together  a  dozen  houfts,  the  number  of 
wliich  has  not  been  encrcaled  iincc  the  origin  of  the  eftablifhment, 
and,  to  all  appearance,  never  will  \k\  This  little  village  is  inhabit- 
ed entirely  by  Germans,  who  have  llill  remained  fuch.  Land  in  this 
neighbourhood  cofts  twelve  or  thiitccn  dollars  an  acre,  and  is  in  a  to- 
lerable rtatcof  cultivation. 

The  road  from  May  Town  to  Middle  Town  becomes  more  dreary 
and  unplcafant  as  we  proceed  ;  lix  miles  from  the  former  place  wc 
fell  in  with  the  fuperb  river  Sulliuehannaii,  on  a  fpot  where  the  ra- 
pids proceeding  from  the  Conawnngo  render  it  unnavigablc,  or,  at  Icaft, 
the  navigation  lb  extremely  dangerous,  that  it  is  attempted  but  by  very 
few  vcflcls.  In  order  to  free  this  navigation  from  all  danger,  which  is 
of  the  utmoll:  importance  both  to  the  prefent  and  the  future  wealth 
and  profperlty  of  the  country,  a  canal  has  been  begun,  which  \\  ill  run 
half  a  mile  Lbove  and  below  thele  rapids,  and  thus  keeps  the  navigation 
open  at  all  times  for  vc-flels  to  work  up  or  drop  down  the  river. 
This  canal,  the  undertaking  of  a  private  gentleman,  to  whom  the  ftatc 
of  Penniylvania  has  advanced  thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars,  and  alio  granted  leave  to  eftablifli  a  toll,  is  nearly- 
completed.  Nothing  remains  to  be  conllruded  but  the  locks,  yet  a  dif- 
ference 
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fercncc  of  cpiMiou  exifls  as  to  the  time  of  its  completion.  W'c  intended 
to  view  the  canal  ;  but  my  fellow-traveller  being  a  little  indifpofeJ,  we 
were  the  more  ready  to  give  up  this  projcd,  as  from  a  view  of  the  canal 
we  could  not  have  derived  any  additional,  or  more  cxa&.  infurmution, 
than  we  had  already  obtained. 

The  road  from  this  place  to  Middle  Town  aflumes  a  wilder  and  more 
romantic  appearance  at  every  Hep  we  advance.  The  forefts  and  rocks 
reach  dow  n  to  the  Sufquchannah.  A  great  number  of  trees,  wafhcd 
loofe  by  the  water  a  long  time  ago,  lie,  half  rotten,  along  the  banks 
of  the  river ;  others  lie  rooted  up,  broken,  or  felled  in  the  midrt  of  the 
wood,  without  its  having  occurred  to  any  one,  to  ule  them  for  any  be- 
neficial purpofe  ;  and  they  have  been  fullered  to  lie  here,  to  be  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  by  the  fir  ft  comer.  The  oppofitc  bank  is  like  wife  covered 
with  wood,  and  bounded  by  mountains  of  no  confiderablc  height.  From 
time  to  time  we  faw,  through  viftas  naturally  opening  among  them,  the 
Blue  Mountains.  The  river  is,  in  general,  from  two  to  three  thoufand 
fathoms  broad,  full  of  confidcrable  iflets,  which  are  of  an  irregular  level 
at  the  furface,  and  cncreafe  the  width  of  its  bed.  It  is  full  three  miles 
broad,  cxclufivc  of  an  iflet  in  it,  at  the  fpot  where  the  Suatara  falls  into  it. 

Middle  Town  is  feated  on  the  latter,  about  half  a  mile  diftant  from 
its  confluence  with  the  Sufquchannah.  From  the  above-mentioned 
rapids  of  the  Conawango  ufually  interrupting  the  navigation  on  this 
large  river.  Middle  Town  becomes  the  ftorehoufe  of  all  thci  grain,  which 
is  produced  in  the  country  fituate  along  !••?  upper  courfe,  i  nd  not  con- 
fumed  there.  From  one  hundred  and  fixty  to  one  hundret'  and  eighty 
thoufand  bulhels  of  wheat  are  yearly  bought  :ip  by  the  corn-dealers, 
on  the  fpot  where  it  grows,  conveyed  to  Middle  I'ow,,  and  dcpo- 
fited  in  granaries  there.  The  millers  of  the  lurrounding  country 
ufually  buy  it  here,  grind  it  into  flour,  and  fend  it  to  Philadelphia. 
The  grand  projeft  of  inland  navigation,  for  the  execution  of  which  the 
government  of  Pennfylvania  has  granted  a  lottery,  is  defigncd  to  join 
the  Suatara  with  the  Schuylkill,  by  means  of  a  canal  of  about  fixty  miles 
m  length,  a  third  of  which  is  already  completed.     In  regard  to  that 
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part,  indeed,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  common  welfare  has  been 
chiefly  attended  to  by  thole,  who  were  entruftcd  with  the  management 
of  this  important  concern.  When  this  canal  fhall  be  finifhcd,  the  flour, 
which  is  now  carried  to  Philadelphia  by  land-conveyance,  will  be 
tranfported  thither  by  water,  with  much  Icfs  trouble  and  cxpence.  The 
carriage  amounts,  at  prefent,  from  fourteen  and  a  half  to  lii'tecn  HiiU 
lings  per  barrel. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  is  much  wiftied  for  at  Middle  Town, 
as  the  inhabitants  hope  to  derive  from  it  advantages,  which  mud  en- 
creafc  in  proportion  as  the  diilricHis,  that  fend  their  grain  thither, 
(hall  become  more  populous,  and  confequently  attain  a  higher  date  ut 
cultivation.  The  banks  of  the  Suatara,  as  far  as  we  have  feen  them, 
arc  truly  delightful.  This  river,  though  called  here  but  a  creek,  is  as 
broad  as  the  Seine  near  Rouen.  On  the  northern  bank,  from  its  mouth 
up  to  Middle  Town,  f^and  fome  alehoufes  and  warehoufes  to  receive  the 
grain,  as  it  arrives.  A  little  farther  up  ibnds  the  mill  of  Mr.  Frey, 
a  German,  advanced  in  years,  who  fettled  here  as  a  miller,  about  ten 
years  ago.  This  mill,  which  has  four  courfes,  is  of  a  happy  and  fim- 
ple  conAru£lion  ;  all  the  operations  upon  the  corn,  as  well  as  the  meal, 
are  efTcdlcd  by  machines,  with  the  fole  exception  of  the  bolting,  which 
is  done  nearly  as  in  London,  and  at  the  Perriers',  in  Paris.  The  ma- 
nagement of  this  operation  is  confided  to  a  lad,  who  receives  the  meal 
craned  up  in  tubs,  fprends  it  out  on  the  loft,  and  di(lributes  it  among 
the  difl^erent  meal  bags.  *'  Mr.  Frey,"  he  faid,  **  is  no  friend  of 
Evans's  machine;  he  docs  not  like  the  conftrudion."  This  was  the 
only  motive  1  could  learn.  The  mill  grinds  for  Mr.  Frey  himfcif 
about  thirty  thouland  bufhels  of  wheat  a  year;  he  fends  the  flour  as 
far  as  Newport.  Four  journeymen  and  one  apprentice  do  the  bufmefs 
about  the  mill;  they  are  all  Germans  ;  their  wages  are  from  fevcn  to 
ten  dollars  per  month  ;  they  feem  fcnlible  and  adlive  people.  Mr.  Frey 
keeps,  independent  of  the  mill,  which  alfo  grinds  corn  for  the  public, 
«  (hop  iu  the  city,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a   mile  diftant.     His 
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lioufe  is  the  only  ftone  building  in  the  town,  which  contains  about 
thirty  houfcs  built  with  wood,  ju, 

From  its  lltuation  and  trade.  Middle  Town  (hould  be  the  chief  town 
of  the  county;  but,  in  this  cafe,  Mr.  Frey  would  have  been  obliged  to 
lacrifice  about  three  or  four  ground  ftiares  for  the  eredion  of  public 
buildings,  which  he  did  not  choofe  to  do,  though  he  pofleffes  a  great 
many  fhares.  Harrilburg  is  therefore  become  the  chief  town  of  the 
county.  The  inhabitants  of  Middle  Town  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, we  may  eafily  conceive,  are  highly  difpleafed  with  old  Mr.  Frey, 
for  having  thus  neglected  the  interefts  of  the  town  ;  but  he  laughs  at 
them,  becaufe  he  is  rich,  and  grows  daily  richer,  by  felling  them  his 
decayed  ftores. 

The  price  of  land  is  here  from  t^eiity-feven  to  thirty  dollars.  A 
day  labourer  gets  three  (hillings  and  nine  pence  per  day,  and  beef  fells 
at  five  pence  per  pound.  The  inn,  where  we  took  up  our  quarters,  is 
good  ;  but  on  our  going  to  reft,  a  ftranger  entered  our  bed-room,  ac- 
cording to  American  cuftom,  to  go  to  bed,  and  we  were  told,  that  we 
might  think  ourfelves  extremely  fortunate,  that  we  were  not  obliged 
to  ftiare  one  of  our  beds  with  him. 

Middle  Town  is  diftant  tv/enty-feven  miles  from  Lancafter.  Three 
Frenchmen  have  fettled  in  this  fmall  place.  One  is  a  goldfmith  and  watch- 
maker, and  is  faid  to  have  much  bufinefs;  another  is  a  phyfician,  and 
earns  like  wife  his  fubfiftence;  the  calling  of  the  third  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  ;  he  probably  aflifts  the  other  two  in  confuming  their  earn- 
ings. We  have  experienced  here  a  fcorching  heat,  and  frequently  two 
thunder-ftorms  in  one  day;  the  falling  of  rain  always  encreafes  the 
keat. 

Wednefday^thelZihofMay. 

Mr,  Harris,  lord  of  the  manor  on  which  Harrifburg  ftands,  availed 
tlimfelf  of  Mr.  Frey*s  error,  to  procure  his  town  the  advantages,  that 
the  former  neglefted.  No  fooner  was  it  in  contemplation,  to  form 
the  tiad  of  country,  feparated  from  JLaucafter,  into  a  diftin(St  county, 
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than  he  offered  to  the  government  of  Pennfylvania,  to  facrifice  not  only 
a  toll  on  the  Sufquehannah,  of  which  he  was  poffefled,  and  the  profits 
of  which  he  lawfully  enjoyed,  but  alfo  feveral  thoufand  acres  of  land, 
in  and  about  the  town,  referving  to  himfelf  only  twenty  ground  fliares. 
This  offer  induced  the  government  of  Pennfylvania,  to  make  this  the 
chief  town  of  the  county,  though  it  has  neither  an  anchoring  place  for 
the  (hips,  that  fail  up  and  down  the  river,  nor  can  afford  them  the 
fmalleft  (helter.  The  new  county  obtained  the  name  of  Dauphin. 
The  firft  houfes  were  built  here  in  1785  ;  and  their  number  at  prefent 
amounts  to  three  hundred.  The  formation  of  this  town  being  of  a 
more  recent  date  than  that  of  any  other,  the  buildings  were,  from  the 
very  firft,  of  a  better  conftrudtion  than  any  where  elfe ;  and  fuch  as 
were  not  originally  good  houfeSi^ave  fince  been  rebuilt.  Very  few 
log-houfes  are,  therefore,  to  be  round  in  Harrifburg :  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, many  fubftantial  and  handfome  edifices  ;  and  though  this  town 
is  fmaller,  and  of  later  eftablifhment  than  Reading  and  many  other 
places,  yet  it  is  more  compad,  and  has  a  much  better  appearance.  A 
malignant  epidemic  fever*has  made  the  fame  havoc  in  Harrilburg,  as  the 
yellow  fever  did  in  Philadelphia*  and  for  a  whole  twelvemonth  checked 
the  progrefs  of  building.  As  the  fever  did  not  return  laftyear,  however, 
building  is  again  going  on  ;  but  the  prejudice  of  the  town  being  infalu- 
brious  llill  remains,  whether  it  be  really  fo,  or,  as  the  inhabitants  affirm, 
merely  a  fcandalous  report,  propagated  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  neigh- 
bouring towns.  The  unhealthinefs  of  the  place  being  imputed  to  the 
flagnation  of  fome  water,  which  was  made  to  turn  a  mill,  it  was  propofed 
to  the  miller,  to  throw  down  the  dam,  and  an  indemnification  was  offer- 
ed him.  He  demanded,  lafl  year,  four  thoufand  dollars;  but  this  fum 
not  having  been  raifed  foon  enough,  in  his  opinion,  he  this  year  raifed 
his  demand  in  proportion  to  the  encreafed  defire  of  deflroying  his  <lam, 
and  infill:ed  on  the  payment  of  eleven  thoufand  dollars.  The  inhabi- 
tants, enraged  at  this  exorbitant  demand,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ear- 
nef^ly  wifhing  for  the  demolition  of  the  dam,  uuanimoufly  refolved  to 
deflroy  it,  and  appointed  a  commiflion,  to  award  a  jufl  indemaificatioii 
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to  the  miller,  which  has  been  determhied  at  the  fum  he  Hrft  demanded. 
All  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have  concurred  in  this  proceeding,  which, 
though  not  to  be  applauded,  is  lefs  cenfurable,  on  account  of  the  mil- 
ler's enormous  rap.icity.  The  unanimity,  with  which  this  tranfaclion 
was  accomplifhed,  eiilures  its  impunity ;  and  the  miller  will  be  cautious 
of  entering  upon  a  profecution,  as  the  grand  jury  would  certainly  throw 
out  his  bill.  He  has  no  one  to  blame  but  himfelf  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
his  dam  ;  and  the  public  opinion,  which,  by  a  more  prudent  condudl:,  he 
might  laft  year  have  engaged  in  his  favour,  is  now  decidedly  againft  him. 
Yet  with  many  of  the  demolifliers  themfelves  it  remains  a  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  the  demolition  of  the  dam  have  any  way  increafed  the 
falubrity  of  the  place. 

A  prifon  and  a  feillons-houfe  have^een  built  at  Harriiburg,  and  a 
plan  is  in  agitation  to  form  an  anchorage  for  (hips.  The  inhabitants 
exert  their  utmofl;  efforts,  to  procure  to  this  place  all  the  advantages  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible,  and  even  indulge  a  hope,  that  the  feat  of  the 
government  of  the  ftate  will  be  removed  to  their  town.  They  form  a 
central  point,  at  leaft  for  the  population  of  F^nnfylvania  ;  and  are  lefs 
diftant  from  the  remote  weftern  parts  ^han  any  other  county  on  thia^ 
tide  the  Sufquehannah,  and  on  thefe  local  advantages  they  ground  their 
hopes.  It  is,  however,  to  be  wifhed,  that  their  notion,  of  determin<- 
jng  the  feat  of  the  legiflature  by  a  pair  of  compafles,  may  be  confined  to; 
men  who  cannot  influence  the  decifion  ;  and  that  it  may  be  rightly  un- 
derftood,  how  much  better  it  is  for  the  deputies  to  travel  one  hundred' 
miles  further,  than  to  remove  the  feat  of  government  from  Philadel- 
phia, which  is  the  moft  populous  city,  and  the  only  trading  town 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  which  confequently  forms  that  point,  where  the 
beft  information  is  in  unifon  with  the  moft  important  interefts. 

The  public  expenditure,  necefl&ry  in  this  newly  formed  county, 
iraufes  the  taxes  to  be  foraewhat  higher  than  in  the  counties  of  Lan- 
cafter  and  Berks  ;  the  difference  may  be  a  (hilling  in  the  pound.  Un- 
Icl's  you  cliance  to  meet  with  a  commiffioner  of  taxes,  the  exadt  pro- 
portion is  not  to  be  afcertained,  as  a  general  ignorance  on  the  fubjedt 
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every  where  prevails.  The  faxes,  however,  are  generally  deemed  very 
light,  even  by  thofe  who  pay  them,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  ftrongeft 
proof  that  they  arc  Co,  ...,>.-.-         •  > 

The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harrifburg  conlifts  of  Germans 
and  Irilhmen,  firmly  attached  to  government,  fenfible,  and  induftri- 
ous.  The  number  of  inns  in  America  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  that 
in  Europe.  This  place  contains  no  lefs  than  thirty-eight.  It  has 
twenfv-five  or  thirty  (hops,  where  may  be  found  all  forts  of  merchant- 
dize,  procured  from  Philadelphia  on  twelve  or  eighteen  months  credit, 
and  of  which  the  (hop-keepers  rapidly  difpofe  at  double  or  treble  their 
prime  coft.  '    •   • 

The  price  of  ground-(hares  in  the  town  of  Harri(burg  is  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred^pllars.  The  land  in  the  furround- 
ing  country  is  good  ;  its  price  is  rrem  thirty-two  to  forty-eight  dollars 
an  acre ;  day-labourers  are  paid  here  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence  a  day 
with  their  board,  or  five  fljillings  withjjut  Ifer  r      -h^ 

The  Sufquehannah  near  Harrifbufg  is  about  thr^pjuartcrs  of  a  mile 
in  breadth  :  in  lummer  it^s  frequently  fordable.  The  navigation  is 
extremely  dangerous  for  feveral  mduths,.  in  confequeiiHe  of  fome  rapid 
currents,  and  never  fafe  except  in  (pring  ifilid  autumn,  when  the  water 
is  fufficiently  high  to  cover  the  rockS)^^t:yi^  become  more  numerous 
at  the  point  where  the  Juniata  falls  into  JHf^Sufquehannah,  nine  miles 
above  Harrilburg,  and  greatly  encreafe  the  dangers  of  the  navigation. 
The  government  of  Pennfylvania  has  offered  eight  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  for  clearing  the  river  of  thele  rocks  from  the  above  point  down 
to  Middle  Town  ;  but  hitherto  no  one  has  ventured  upon  this  enter- 
prize.  I  entertain  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  this  vaft  undertaking 
will  (hortly  be  accompli(hed,  though  the  fum  hitherto  offered  may  not 
be  fufficient,  but  muft  probably  be  increafed.  The  induftry  and  pro- 
fperity  of  Pennfylvania  will,  in  time,  overcome  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  difadvantages,  which  have  heretofore  been  deemed  inluperable.  A 
Frenchman  refides  at  prefent  at  Harrilburg,  who  was  born  in  France, 
but  came  hither  from  Martinico.     He  is  a  Phyfician,  and  though  he 
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rpeaks  but  little  Euglifh,  and  has  refiJcd  here  only  a  few  months,  en- 
joys already  confiderable  pradlice.      T i  -  -■  '   ■-'      '     • 

We  had  a  letter  to  General  Hannah  ;  and  as  we  intended  to  ftop 
here  but  a  few  hours,  we  delivered  it  as  foon  as  we  alighted  from  our 
horfes.  General  Hannah  is  a  man  of  about  thirty-fix  or  thirty-eight 
years  of  age,  and  Brigadier  General  of  the  Militia.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Senate  for  Pennfylvania.  but  went  out  by  rotation  laft  autumn. 
Before  he  was  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  he  was  a  lawyer ; 
but  he  has  fince  relinquifhed  that  profeflion,  and  has  commenced  far- 
mer. He  has  married  a  daughter  of  oM  Mr.  Harris,  the  founder  of 
the  town,  and  appears  to  be  an  upright,  worthy  charadler.  Not  being 
prepared  to  give  us  a  dinner,  as  we  came  unexpectedly,  he  offered  to 
attend  us  to  our  evening  quarters,  ^en  miles  from  this  town,  as  fome 
token  of  refpeCl  for  the  letter  of  introdudlion  which  we  brought  him. 
As  our  horfes  wanted  flioeing,  we  were  obliged  to  make  him  wait  fome 
time,  which  we  pafled  in  the  true  American  ftyle,  quaffing  a  bottle  of 
Madeira  and  fmolking  fegars.  The  general  is  not  fond  of  them, 
but  prefers  chewing  tobacco ;  yet,  from  motives  of  politenefs,  he 
fmoaked  with  us.  Being  at  our  lodgings  we  propofcd  as  a  toaft, 
*'  the  President,"  upon  which  he  immediately  gave,  "  L.a  Fayette." 
I  notice  this  trifling  circunftftance,  to  introduce  once  more  the  remark, 
that  La  Fayette  is  conftantfy  toafled  next  to  the  Prefident,  which,  in 
my  judgment,  reflcds  honour  on  America. 

We  took  up  oar  quarters  at  Mac  Alister's.  General  Hannah  is 
acquainted  with  him,  and  being  informed  of  my  wi(h  to  collect  authentic 
agricultural  information,  he  was  defirous  of  introducing  me  to  one  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  who  are  moft  able  to  impart  it.  Mac  Alifter  is  a  farmer, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  proprietor  of  a  corn-mill,  a  faw-mill,a  diftillery, 
and  an  inn.  He  is  the  fame  on  whom  Cooper,  in  his  **  Account  of 
America,"  beflowsfo  much  praife.  Mac  Alifter  is  an  active,  enterpriz- 
ing,  indnftrious,  and  intelligent  man.  About  eleven  years  ago  he  bought 
the  ground,  on  v/liich  he  has  formed  the  feveral  different  eftablifhments 
iif  his  indullry.  Tliefe  are  all  in  a  thriving  way.  His  eftate  confifts 
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of  about  three  hundred  acres,  which  are  partly  hemmed  in  between' 
the  blue  and  fecond  mountains;  but,  for  the  raoft  part,  are  fituate  on 
the  blue  mountains.  The  cultivpted  ground  amounts  in  the  whole  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  fifty  of  which  are  hud  out  in  artificial 
meadows,  and  thirty-fix  in  orchards  for  apple  and  peach-trees.  Th<2 
meadjows  are  beautiful,  and  the  fields  in  good  order.  He  extols  them 
far  above  all  other  fields  in  America,  but  we  have  met  with  feme,  even 
in  the  vicinity  of  Reading,  and  in  the  county  of  Lancaller,  which  are 
beyond  comparifon  better  than  his.  He  affured  us,  that  he  never  lays 
dung  on  any  part  of  his  land  but  meadows,  which  he  alfo  waters  ;  and. 
that  his  only  manure  for  land,  which  hefows  with  corn  or  clover,  eon*- 
fifts  in  fowingit  with  clover  three  years  fucceflively,  and  plowing  down 
the  clover  whilft  it  is  in  bloffom.  By  his  affertion  his  land  yields  ge- 
nerally lixty  bufhels  an  acre  of  maize,  or  thirty  bufliels  of  wheat,  but 
it  has  not  the  appearance  of  producing  fuch  confiderable  crops.  He 
fows  a  larger  proportion  of  grain  than  is  ufual  in  this  country  ;  but  this 
is  not  always  a  certain  method  of  obtaining  a  rich  har-veft.  His  orchards 
are  uncommonly  fine ;  he  makes  as  good  cyder  as  I  have  ever  tafted  in 
America.  He  finds  labourers  in  abundance,  and  pays  them  at  prefent 
three  (hilHngs  a  day  ;  becaufe,  from  the.  prefent  high  value  of  corn,  the 
price  of  day-labour  has  rifen  one  (hilling-  .  j  .  .',=  /    /.i>  .  .•  i  ;.  r 

;•  The  price  of  the  neighbouring  lands  is  eight  dollars  an  acre  if  co- 
vered with  wood,  and  fifty  dollars  if  they  be  cleared,  and  in  any  de- 
gree cultivated.  He  keeps  no  (heep,  at  leaft  not  above  twenty  ;  be- 
caufe, as  he  told  us,  they  do  not  yield  him  fo  much  profit  as  his  mea- 
dows, which  produce  two  tuns  and  half  of  hay  per  acre,  worth  twenty- 
five  dollars.  For  the  fame  reafon  he  fattens  no  cattle.  His  ridges  are 
as  flat  as  thofe  of  other  farmers,  and  his  dung  is  badly  managed,  though 
he  ufes  a  great  deal  on  the  land;,  he  lays  fometimes  twenty  loads  or 
thirty  tuns  of  dung  on  an  acre.  His  mill  is  a  very,  indifferent  one  in? 
deed ;  but  he  affures  me,  that  he  means  foon  to  build  a  new  one,  which 
will  greatly  excel  that  of  Mr.  Frey,  in  Middle  Town.  The  prefent 
Biill  has  two  courfea,  which  generally  grind  corn  of  his  own,  but.  are 
nt  .      an 
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at  times  employed  for  the  public,  and  arc  frequently  fct  to  pulverize 
plalier  of  Paris,  which  he  mixes  with  his  feed.  He  informed  us,  that 
he  grinds  fifteen  thoufand  bu(hels  of  wheat  a  year  on  his  own  ac- 
count ;  but,  on  comparing  his  mill  with  that  of  Frey,  which  grinds  no 
more  in  proportion  without  ever  flopping,  I  feel  inclined  to  doubt  the  ve- 
racity of  his  aiTertion.  He  fends  his  meal  in  waggons  to  Philadelphia,  the 
carriage  of  which  amounts,  at  times,  to  feventeen  Hiillings  per  barrel. 
His  faw-mill  is  almoft  conftantly  going.  The  logs  are  floated  down 
the  river  from  the  upper  country  when  the  water  is  high  ;  and  he  cuts 
them  into  planks,  which  he  fells  on  the  fpot ;  deals  at  fix  (hillings  per 
hundred,  and  other  planks  at  eight  (hillings.  Thefe  prices  are  the 
fame  as  at  Harriiburg.  His  whllky  alfo  is  fold  on  the  fpot ;  and  the 
grain  for  the  diftillery  he  receives  likcwile  from  the  upper  country.  A 
bufhelof  rye  yields  about  three  gallons  of  whiiky  ;  and  he  diflils  yearly 
four  thoufand  gallons.  He  makes  fpirit  from  his  cyder  too  ;  but, 
fuch  is  the  power  of  habit,  that  cyder  whilky,  which,  in  Jerfey,  fells 
at  five  {hillings  per  gallon,  while  corn- whilky  is  worth  only  four  and 
fixpence,  cods,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  only  three  (hillings  and 
iixpence,  and  corn-whi(ky  five  (hillings. 

This  important  fettlement  (lands  on  a  wild,  romantic  fpot,  at  the  en- 
trance of  a  narrow  vale,  covered  with  wood,  and  fituate  on  a  rapid 
creek,  that  da(hes  along  over  rocks,  where  decayed  trees,  either  felled 
by  the  hand  of  man,  or  rooted  up  by  the  wind,  are  fcattered  in  every 
diredtion.  The  various  buildings,  of  which  the  fettlement  confifts,  arc 
of  wood ;  they  are  all,  with  the  fingle  exception  of  the  inn,  log- 
houfes,  more  or  lefs  rudely  formed.  The  houfes  of  the  labourers  (land 
on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in  the  precin£ls  of  Fort  Hunter,  which 
was  ereded  a  long  time  ago  by  the  £ngli(h  for  defence  againft  the  in- 
roads of  the  Indians.  Mac  Alider  intends  greatly  to  embelli(h  his  build- 
ings, and  confiderably  to  improve  his  edate,  particularly  by  the  culture 
of  the  vine.  From  what  he  has  already  done,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 
that  he  will  alfo  fucceed  in  his  future  undertakings.  He  is  a  man^of 
an  acute,  well-informed  mind,  fuch  as  w^  (houid  hardly  expe£l;  to  find 


in 


BT  TlIK  DL'KE  DB  LA  ROCHEPOfCAULT  MANCOURT, 


sy 


m  an  American  farmer,  fhut  up  in  mountainous  wilds.  Yet  his  fclf-love 
♦md  vanity  keep  pace  with  liis  merits,  and  frequently  detract  from  the 
latter,  by  exaggerating  them.  For  the  flime  reafon  his  affertions  are  not 
to  be  received  as  abfolutely  certain,  nor  are  we  to  wonder  at  being  oo 
cafionall}  deceived  by  a  man,  who  is  conftantly  deceiving  himfelf, 

,^-«..     ;«...!.  Thurfihiy,  the  \Ath  of  May. 

-  Five  or  fix  ranges  of  heights  run  in  parallel  dircAions,  more  or  lefs 
diftant,  from  Harrifburg  to  Sunbury ;  round  feveral  of  thefe  the  road 
winds,  particularly  the  Blue  Mountains  and  Second  Mountains,  making 
«ui  undulation  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  while  it  rifcs  over  others. 
Thefe  Blue  Mountains,  which  catch  the  eye,  on  opening  any  defcrip- 
tion  whatever  of  America,  are  like  all  the  others,  with  which  they 
are  connedled,  a  mere  ridge  of  high  hills,  through  which  the  Sufque- 
Iwinnah  lecms  to  have  worked  out  his  bed.  Their  fummits  have  not 
that  rife  and  fall,  which  is  common  to  the  generality  of  chains  of  moun- 
tains, but  form  one  uninterrupted  line,  without  the  leaft  variety,  in 
point  of  elevation.  The  trees,  with  which  they  arc  all  uniformly  co- 
vered, may  probably  contribute,  in  Ibme  meafurc,  to  give  them  this 
monotonous  appearance.  The  Blue  Mountains  are  not  the  higheft, 
over  which  the  road  leads ;  the  Peter's  and  Mahangoning  Mountains  far 
exceed  them  in  height,  though  they  are  much  lower  than  the  Voghefiaa 
Mountains.  You  pafs  them  by  a  road,  which,  though  very  ftony,  is  yet 
tolerably  good ;  its  dc^'vity,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  places,  is  not 
very  "fteep.  Thefe  i»-  ;  latains  are  covered  with  wood ;  where  this  has 
been  cut  down,  a  view  of  the  Sufqueharuiah  opens  at  times,  or  the 
eye  repoiies  on  fome  cultivated  fpots.  The  whole  road  lies  through 
one  uninterrupted  forcft.  Another  road,  which  docs  not  lead  over  the 
mountains,  runs  parallel  to  the  courfe  of  the  river;  and  though  the 
latter  road  be  more  plealant,  affording  a  profpc<5l  of  the  confluence  of 
the  Juniata  and  Sufquehannah,  yet  we  preferred  the  former,  from  the 
more  frequent  opportunities  which  it  affords  of  obtaining  a  knowledge 

of  the  countiy.    |r»^»0  5#»«  s<J^:M^•^f^^;fr°  '  f  '  f.    '^  ^'^^^  ^  '    '       ' 
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At  no  great  diftancc  from  Mac  Aliftcr's  habitation,  pines  Jtre  the  pre- 
vailing trees  ;  and  a  great  many  flowers  and  herbs  grow  in  this  foreft, 
which  are  unknown  in  Europe. 

Honeyfucklcs  are  found  in  almofl:  every  wood.  The  bloflbms  are  longer 
than  in  our  gardens,  but  they  have  the  fame  fliape,  and  nearly  the  fame 
fragrance.  The  Ihrubs,  on  which  they  grow,  are  much  lower  than 
thofe  reared  by  art ;  they  have  longer  indented  leaves  than  the  latter ; 
and  though  I  have  frequently  found  them  near  large  trees,  yet  I  never 
few  the  plants  leaning  for  fupport  towards  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  Trees, 
rooted  up  by  the  wind,  which  in  their  fall  have  often  brought  others 
to  the  ground,  continue  on  the  fame  fpot  until  they  are  rotten :  they 
frequently  obftrudt  the  paiTage,  but  the  traveller  makes  a  new  path,, 
by  going  round  them,  and  this  becomes  the  common  road. 

In  the  progrels  of  this  long  journey  through  forefts,  we  faw  the  coun- 
try in  its  firft  ftage  of  cultivation.  Wc  found  a  few  ilraggling  houfes, 
one  or  two  miles  diflant  from  each  other ;  the  greateil  number  are  yet 
tfnfiniflied.  They  are  log-houfes,  with  the  interftices  between  the 
trunks  filled  up  with  earth.  Some  have  been  (landing  there  feveral 
years,  and  are  rather  more  covered.  Maize  is  the  general  produce.  The 
habitations  ftand  chiefly  in  vallies,  on  a  brook  or  creek.  The  new  fet- 
tlers  begin  their  operations  by  building  a  houfe,  by  felling  trees,  or  paring 
off  the  bark  all  around  the  tree,  about  five  or  fix  inches  in  breadth,  by 
breaking  up  the  ground,  on  which  they  ftand,  to  fovv  a  little  corn,  and 
by  fencing  the  ground,  thus  cleared,  with  a  part  of  the  felled  trees. 
The  land  firft  cleared  is  generally  laid  out  as  an  orchard,  one  being 
annexed  to  every  habitation.  Moft  of  the  houfes  have  a  mean  ap- 
pearance ;  the  inhabitants  are  badly  clothed,  but  every  thing  around 
them  is  their  own  property.  Land,  recently  cleared,  is  every  where 
good;  and  the  two  or  three  acres,  which  have  been  firft  broken  up, 
afford  crops  fufficiently  rich  to  fiipply  tlie  inhabitants  till  further  cultiva- 
tion takes  place.  This  confideration  fomewhat  relieves  the  mind,  de- 
preiTed  by  the  view  of  thefe  melancholy  manfions.  The  roads  are,  in 
general,  better  than  might  be  cxpeAed  ;  here  and  there  ftony,  and  rather 
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deep,  but  by  no  means  dangerous.  In  this  moxmtainous  country  ^c  have 
even  met  with  good  roads  fevcnil  miles  in  lengtli,  formed  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  and  which  remain  undamaged  by  the  tracks  of  large  waggoni. 
There  are  places  where  the  road  appears  to  encroach  upon  the  Sufquc- 
hannah  itfclf ;  being  formed  of  trees  thrown  down  with  their  branche* 
on,  and  the  intcrftices  filled  up  with  fragments  of  flone  from  the  rocks, 
againft  which  the  road  is  made.  The  views  here  arc  far  lei's  pid\irefque, 
and  all  the  roads  much  lefs  bold,  and  Icfs  pleafingly  awful,  than  thofc 
which  we  find  in  fomc  parts  of  Switzerland,  the  fublime  grandeur  of 
which  if.  above  all  comparifon. 

Inns  arc  by  no  means  numerous  on  the  road  we  have  lately  trave41cd. 
Formerly  there  were  inns  at  this  place  ;  but  as  a  certain  fum  is  annually 
paid  to  the  (late  for  a  licence,  and  as  the  profits  are  not  equal  to  their 
expence,  few  perfons  undertake  Co  unprofitable  an  employment.  Wc 
paflcd  one  about  twelve  miles  from  Mac  Alifter's  habitation,  which  is  the 
only  one  on  this  road,  in  a  traA  of  country  twenty-two  miles  in  extent. 
All  the  intermediate  inns  have  been  Ihut  up  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  an  old  German's,  who,  after  having  ferved  in 
Canada  in  the  war  of  1758,  as  a  private  foldier,  in  an  Englilli  regi- 
ment, fettled,  at  the  conclufion  of  peace,  on  the  fpot  where  he  flill  re- 
ildes ;  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  having  granted  him  the  land, 
which  forms  his  eftate.  Here  he  lived  unmolefted  until  the  beginning 
of  the  war  of  the  revolution  ;  when  the  Indians,  at  that  time  ftimulated 
and  paid  by  England,  drove  him  from  his  plantation.  When  peace  was 
cftabliflied,  he  returned  hither,  and  now  enjoys  the  produce  of  fifty  acres 
of  cultivated  land,  forty  of  which  are  his  own  property.  Land  in  thefe 
parts  is  very  good ;  its  price  is  feven  or  eight  dollars  per  acre  uncleared, 
and  the  value  of  fuch  as  is  partly  cleared,  is  proportionate  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  land,  and  the  quantity  of  wood  remaining.  The  higheft 
price  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  Good  flabling  and 
^ood  oats  wejre  fufficient  to  reconcile  us  to  the  dirty  hole,  into  which  we 
were  oib^jied,  a^4  "whcjre  wciat  down  to  a  very  bad  dinn^^r.  jFour  or  five 
1'  l2  girK 
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girls,  wlio  arc  cither  fiiiup liters  or  fcT\ants  of  the  old  foldier,  perform 
the  burmefs  of  the  inn,  which  confills  of  one  room,  where  thole  pcopk 
flcep  altoti;ether.  The  untleanlinefs,  liupidity,  and  rudenefs  of  the  whole 
family,  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The  old  fotdicr,  in  common  with  tlur 
generality  of  old  warriors,  difptays  in  his  behaviour  u  franknefs  and  good 
nature,  uhich  arc  ever  fare  to  pleafe.  The  poor  fellow  can  neither 
-write  nor  read  ;  he  prefents  to  every  traveller  a  Hate  and  pencil  to  write 
down  his  bills,  as  he  di»flutc3  to  them  ;  for  there  is  not  a  fmglc  pcrfon  in 
the  houfe  able  to  diftingxiilh  one  letter  from  another.  He  complained 
of  being  frequently  cheated  by  travellers,  in  their  fumming  up  the  art> 
clcs,  for  which  they  were  to  pay.    •  '     -  ;.  ^i '  i 

Wc  met  two  travellers  at  this  inn,  who,  as  well  as  ourfclvcs,  intended 
to  go  to  Sunbury,  but  they  wllhed  to  proceed  on  the  journey  that  very 
evening.  One  was  a  hatter,  whom  we  had  feen  the  night  before  at  Mac 
Alifter's;  and  the  other  an  elderly  man,  whom  the  landlord  ftyled  Colo^ 
NEL,  and  who  arrived,  and  left  the  inn,  leading  a  mare,  followed  by  a  foaK 
The  convcrfation,  during  our  ftay  at  the  inn,  turned  on  the  political  ftatc 
of  Europe.  The  prevailing  fentiment  was  hatred  againft  England,  and 
fervent  wilhes  for  the  welfare  of  France  :  even  the  old  foldier,  who  novr 
and  then  put  in  an.  obfervation,  cxprcflcd  the  fame  feelings.  "  This 
campaign  wiH  fliow,"  faid  the  hatter,  '•  what  the  French  arc  able  to 
do."  •'  I  am  perfuaded,"  obferved  the  cobnel,  "  that  if  the  French  arc 
in  arms,  they  will  prove  vi<5torious,  and  conquer  the  whole  globe  ;  and 
it  has  been  foretold  long  ago,  that  this  conqueft  mufl  precede  the  arrival 
of  Antichrift,  and  announce  the  end  of  the  world."  **  The  end  of  the 
world  ?  Is  it  then  lb  near  at  hand,  pray  ?"  afked  the  old  foldier. 
**  Moft  aflurcdly ;  before  fifteen  years  are  elapfed."  "That's  my  opi?- 
nion  too,"  rejoined  the  hatter.  Having  drunk  their  gill  of  whiikcy,  thcfe 
politicians  feparated.  i.    - — j     •  .v-^.-   «. 

From  Deblerff's,  which  is  the  name  of  the  old'fbldi'er,  we  proceeded 
twelve  miles  farther  to  White's,  where  we  intended  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  road  leads  over  woody  mountains,  but  is,  all  the  way,  better  than 
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wc  cxpc's5lcd  to  fuid  it,  tVom  the  dcfcilptlon  t!uit  \vas  ji'ivcn  us.  Tliis 
road  runs  for  a  conridcrahlc  extent,  in  u  j)anillel  diredion  with  tlie  Snfiiue- 
hnnuid),  which  is  here  omfincd  betsNten  two  ranges  of  mountains,  rarely 
interrupted  by  vallics,  and  by  none  of  a,"y  conliderable  extent.  This 
fule  of  the  county  of  Nortliumberhmd  (for  we  left  the  county  of  Dau- 
phin fifteen  miles  from  Mac  Alirter's  habitation)  difplays  rather  more 
cultivation  than  the  adjacent  fide  of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
^vhcre  only  once  in  every  four  or  five  miles  a  fmall  dwelling  is  iien, 
iurrounded  with  narrow  trads  of  cultivated  land.  The  river  forms  a 
great  number  of  iflcs,  which,  according  to  law,  belong  to  that  county, 
irom  which  they  arc  Separated  by  the  narroweft  arm  of  the  ft  ream.  Thcfc 
iflands  have,  in  general,  a  good  >  foil,  for  which  rcafon,  the  progrcfs  of 
cultivation  is  more  rapid  on  .them  than  any  where  elfe. 

White  is  a  farmer,  who  came  hither  from  Ireland  about  thirty  years 
ago,  and  poflelles  at  this  time  an  cftatc  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  acres, 
only  one  hundred  and  ten  of  which  have  hitherto  been  cleared.    He  has 
refidcd  here,  about  feventecn.ycars,  and  has  found  means  to  raife  money 
enough  to  purchafc  an^ifle,  at  twenty-fix  dollars  per  acre,  fituate  ojjpo- 
iite  to  his  houle,  which  ftands  between  the  mountains  and  the  river. 
This  fituation  affords  a  wild  profpec^,  but  without  one  pleafing  feature. 
White  annually  clears  feveral  acres,  the  expence  of  which,  fencing  in- 
cluded, amounts  to  eight  dollars  per  acre.     The  price  of  land,  in  its  na- 
tural ftate,  is,  in  this  neighbourhood,  fix  dollars  per  acre  ;   but  in  fuch 
traces,  as  are  cleared  of  wood,  particularly  in  the  iflets,  it  is  frequently 
fold  at  forty  dollars  per  acre.     This  plantation  of  White's  has  no  com- 
munication .with  any  market  town.     The  river  is  the  only  channel  by 
■which  he  can  receive  goods,  or  forward  his  commodities,  and  this  is  a. 
very  uncertain  channel  of  conveyance,  at  Icaft:  fome  part  of  the  year,  on 
account  of  its  dangerous  navigation.     Mr.  White  would  calily  procure 
labourers,  as  all  his  neighbours  are  poor  Irillimen,  did  not  the  conflruc-r 
tion  of  the  canal,  and  the  opening  of  the  road  near  Lancaftcr,  afford 
tJUcm  Jfo  nw^di  .cmploynaent,  and  at  prefcnt  render  them  fcarcc.     Mr. 
-  :i*  ,      '.  ,  White. 
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White  has  already  been  twice  a  member  of  the  legillature  of  the  llatc 
of  Pennfylvania.  He  feems  a  worthy,  fcnfible  man,  and  a  friend  of 
order ;  but  at  the  flimc  time  very  open  to  the  arts  of  dcfigning  men. 
He  continues  his  inn,  as  he  fay.,  **  to  oblige  travellers,"  yet  his  bills 
Ihew,  that  he  ferves  them  for  money,  and  that  too  at  a  higher  rate  than 
is  ufual ;  and  as  he  has  put  up  no  iign,  the  reception  of  travellers  af- 
fumes  the  garb  of  hofpitality,  which  naturally  precludes  all  enquiry  into 
the  unreafonablenefs  of  his  charges. 

We  did  not  fup  with  his  family ;  for  what  reafon,  1  know  not.  His 
daughter  brought  us  our  coffee  as  ufual.  This  is  always  taken  at  fup- 
per,  which  confifts  of  fmoked  beef,  falt-meat,  or  fifli.  At  thefe  inns 
you  feldom  meet  with  any  thing  but  meat,  falt-filh,  eggs,  and  but- 
ter ;  and  this  fare  is  certainly  fufiioient  to  fatisfy  a  hungry  ftomach. 
We  were  alkcd  every  where,  whether  we  travelled  with  a  view  to  buy 
lands.  There  is  hardly  a  perfon  in  America,  who  has  the  leaft  idea  of 
gentlemen  travelling  with  any  other  defign ;  and  when  we  tofd  them, 
that  we  travelled  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  gratify  our  curiofity,  they 
thought  we  were  fools,  or,  at  belt,  liar"  All,  even  our  Dunkers  in 
Ephrata,  put  that  queftion ;  and,  notwitb  landing  their  own  fan<ftity, 
thefe  holy  folks  would  hardly  believe  us,  wl   n  we  informed  them  of  the 

Objedl  of  our  tour.  :/:    'i    v;    at       .       i  «^  t  :  i       s\Ay    ^l',-  ■;i:,:„,   filW   ',' 

'"^  r       :■     r  Friday,  the  15th  of  M  y.  i.v'n', 

The  road  from  White's  to  Sunbury  cor  naes  much  the  fame,  as 
from  Mac  Aliller's  to  White's.  We  mc  however,  at  times,  with 
more  cultivated  vallies,  efpeclally  along  the  c  ek  Tulpehocken,  and  with 
houfes  better  conftrufted  and  flanding  on  pid':urefque  fituations,  which, 
with  the  appearance  of  fome  retired .  rocks,  form  landfcapes  not  un- 
worthy of  comparifbn  with  Switzerland.  Several  other  tra<^s  are  now 
cleared  of  wood ;  but  from  the  want  of  labourers,  and  undoubtedly  of 
money  alfo,  the  trees  arc  more  frequently  barked  and  burnt  than  felled, 
which  renders  the  profpedl  dull  and  gloomy.  The  mountains,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  arc  high  and  rocky,  yet  bear  no  comparifon  with 
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the  Alps  or  Pyrenees.     Impudent  and  artful  men  are  certain  in  Ame- 
rica, as  indeed  they  are  in  all  other  parts  of  the  globe,  to  live  upon 
the  ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  others.     Of  this  we  found  a  remarkable 
inftance  in  the  hiftory  of  a  German,  who  arrived  from  Franckfort,  three 
years  ago,  without  a  ihilling  in  his  pocket,  and  who  llnce  that  time  has 
travelled  the  country  between  Lancafter,  Reading,  and  Northumber- 
land, particularly  the  leaft  inhabited  parts  of  thefe  counties,  with  a  col- 
Icdion  of  fmall ;  phials,  deceiving  the  people  into  a  belief,  that  he  is  a 
phyflcian;    he  vends   medicines,   bleeds,  draws  teeth,  or  fells  ballads 
to  fuch  as  do  not  choofe  to  buy  his  drugs.     The  profits  of  this  artful 
trade  have  already  Enabled  him  to  purchafe  a  horfe,  which  carries  him, 
his  commodities^  and  his  dog ;  he  flays  with  the  farmers  as  long  as  they 
are  willing  td  keep  him;  and  ieveral  of  them  are  glad  to  entertain  him, 
on  account  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities^     He  makes  himfelf  happy 
every  where,  is  merry,  finga  a  good  fong,  and  appears,  upon  the  whole, 
to  be  a  fly,  criafty  fellow,  who  began  his  career  as  a  player.    I  am  aware, 
that  the  various  anecdotes,  with  which  I  prefent  my  readers,  are  not  all 
etjually  intereftingi  yet  they  arc  all  requifite  to  give  a  juft  notion  of 
my  tour,  and  to  complete  the  delineation  of  the  cuiloms  and  manners 
of  the  country.;:-  ;n'^  aUitcn  !>r<.-*!  ■.•   l>:ii.  ^v-;'.:!;    ;.fi.    .-^is  ■  ;\    in  'V 
.-•The  mountains^  t»i3r  which  the  road  from  Harrilburg  to  Sunbury 
leads,  are  all  of  granite,  rtioire  or  lefs  perfeA,  which  in  fome  places  is 
yery  fine  and  beautiful. '  All  ithe  fpecics  of  maple,  comel-trce,  called  here 
dog-tree,  fumach,  Weymouth  pine,  feveral  fpecics  of  afh,  and  num- 
berlefe  pfeudo*acacias',  grow  in  the  furrounding  woods,  and  are  here  of 
remarkable  fize  and  beauty,    t.  oi  ««  tic  r  •■•.    j;  :;  ••;  .;  i     .:>■,.  ,"■'.'. 
|:  At  fome  diflance  from  White's  habitation  we  miflook  our  way,  and 
flruck  into  the  old  road,  inflead  of  keeping  the  new  one,  which  is 
ihorter  by  feven  miles,  and  lies  along  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah. 
In  CQufequence  we  crofTed  the  mountain  Mahonoy,  to  reach  the  plain, 
in  which   Sunbury  (lands.     This  towri,  which  is  not  fo  large  as  Har- 
rifburg,  and  in  its  buildings  Icfs  elegant  and  compad,  is  fcated  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Sufquehannah,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  fpot,  where 
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its  two  aims  oin.  The  profpcd  of  the  town,  on  derccnding  tfar 
mountain,  is  neither  grand  nor  pleafmg ;  in  point  o£"  fizc  the  houfcs, 
viewed  from  the  heights,  refemble  a  camp,  rather  than  a  town.;  The 
i'mall  furrounding  plain  is  but  indifterently  cultivated,  and  without 
trees.  The  oppofite  bank  of  the  river  is  bounded  by  high  mountains, 
the  profpedl  of  which  is  darkened  by  numerous  pines,  growing  on  the 
rocks,  and  confequently  not  likely  to  be  cut  down,<  to'  make  way  (ot 
cultivation.  The  river  Sufquchannah  i  is  beautiful  in  every  point  of 
view,  broad,  with  lofty  majeftic  mountains,  riiing  in  gradual  elevation 
from  its  banks ;  yet  it  is  here  lels  plieaiing^  except  where  the  great  va- 
riety of  ifles,  which  it  forms,  and  which  are  planted  with  trees,  foften 
and  enliven  the  prevailing  gloom  by  theihght  that  glcaqns  through  their 
branches.  The  Sufquchannah,  near  Sunbury>  is  more  than  a  mile  in 
breadth.  \_;.. .ia  u:.i     ,        j   ;it;jwu:;j    : 

By  the  mofl  correifl  information,  ivhich  we  were  able  to  obtain,  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  counties,  we  have  hitherto  traverfed,  are  honeft, 
induftrious  people,  attached  to  the  federal  government,  and  to  the  laws 
of  the  ftate.  Criminal  offences  are  rare,  fome.  thefts  excepted,  which 
are  generally  committed  by  people,  lately  aitfived  from  Europe,  brought 
up  in  ignorance  and  penury,  and  whofe  morals  generalhy  improve  as 
they  acquire  a  fmall  property  of  their  own;  The  different  counS'es, 
through  wiiich  we  have  pailcd,  have  for  thefe  many  years  formed  inte- 
gral parts  of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania.  The  linirits  of  the  lands  $r€i 
therefore,  more  exa<ftly  afcertained  here,  than  in  other  counties ;  and 
coniequcntly  law-fuits,  arifing  from  the  confuflon  of  land-marks,  arc 
lefs  frequent.  Thefe  give  occafion  to  about  a  twelfth  part  of  the  caufes 
which  are  tried  here:  outftanding  debts  are  the  chief  fubjedls  of  legal 
profecutions.  The  manners  of  the  people  difplay  great  fimplicity,  fre- 
quently bordering  on  rudencfs.  I  have  heard  it  afferted,  that  this  appa- 
rent fimplicity  is  merely  a  cloak  for  deceit  and  artifice,  but  I  have  made 
no  difcoverics  of  that  kind  by  my  own  experience.  Among  the  Ame- 
ricans of  every  rank  and  defcription,  there  prevails  lefs  of  apparent  ci- 
vility and  politencfs  than  in  France,  or  even  in  England,  where  I  have 
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found  both,  though  in  a  difFereilt  guife  :  yet  wc  have  experienced  much 
good-natured,  free,  and  engaging  kindnefs,  even  from  perfons  to  whom 
we  had  no  letters  of  int'^odndion,  and  an  univerfal  readincfs  to  rcfolve 
our  queftions,  whenever  they,  to  whom  they  were  addrcflcd,  were  able. 
to  gratify  our  requeft.  Ignorance,  and  confequently  prejudices,  are  frc- 
qucntlj'-  met  with,  even  among  the  higher  orders  of  fociety :  there  arc 
indeed  fome  exceptions,  but  thele  arc  few.  Opinions  on  things  and  pet- 
ions  are  delivered  in  a  manner  pofitive  rather  than  argumentative,  and 
CCMifequently  all  means  of  free  difcuffion  arc  generally  excluded^  .Political 
opinions  tend  in  general  towards  liberty,  and  are  commonly  offered  with 
a  frankncfs,  a  boldnefs,  and  independence,  w  hich  arc  truly  .  pleafmg.. 
The  general  bent  of  the  public  opinion  is  in  favour  of  France,  and 
againft  her  prefent  enemies.  It  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  thing,  to- 
hcar  farmers,  unconne<Sled  with  the  higher  circles,  call  Robefpierrc, 
and  all  thofe  who  fliared  with  him  the  fupreme  power,  the  ban- 
ditti of  France.  The  exafpcration  againft  England  is  great,  fpread* 
through  all  ranks  of  fociety,  and  has  been  much  increafed  by  the  unjuib 
proceedings  againil  America,  with  which  Ihe  was  charged  laft  year. 
In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Jay's  negociation  will  hardly  be  able  to  fmother  the 
glowing  fpark.  The  public  opinion  is  chiefly  guided  by  the  univerfal 
defire  of  amaffing  property,  which,  if  merely  difplayed  in  induftrious  pur- 
fuits,  and  exertions  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  land,  deferves  much  praife. 
In  towns,  indeed,  it  is  lefs  nice,  both  in  the  manner  in  which  it  fliews 
itfelf,  and  the  means  it  employs  to  attain  its  end.  Many  of  my  Euro- 
pean countrymen  are  apt  to  cenfure  this  national  bent,  which  precludes 
all  the  finer  and  nobler  emotions  of  the  foul.  To  this  cenfure  I  cannot 
give  my  unqualified  afTent ;  and  though  I  readily  allow,  that  an  immo- 
derate love  of  money  hardens  the  heart,  and  renders  it  callous  to  huma- 
nity, to  civility,  nay  to  juftice  itfelf,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  it  Ihould 
be  utterly  incapable  of  a  good  and  noble  adion.  We  have  inflanccs  of 
this  in  Europe,  where  love  of  money  is  as  univerfally  prevalent  as  in  this 
country,  though  it  conceals  itfelf  more  than  here  ;  cither  becaufc  it  id 
more  criminally  refined,  of  meets  with  Icfs  convenient  opportunities  of 
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being  praftifcd.  Similar  inftanccs  occur  in  America.  Again,  if  we  con- 
lider  this  propenfity  in  a  political  point  of  view,  wc  fliall  find,  that  it  h 
the  natural  refult  of  its  prcfent  infant  ftate  ;  of  the  variegated  conipofi- 
tion  of  its  inhabitants,  -who  are  emigrants  from  every  corner  of  the 
globe,  full  of  the  prejudices  and  partialities  of  the  country  whence 
they  came  ;  of  the  immenfc  variety  of  eafy  fpcculations,  which  croud 
around  the  monied  men ;  and  laftly,  of  the  diftindion  enjoyed  here  by- 
wealth,  which  exceeds  that  derived  from  it  in  other  countries  :  for,  a 
few  eminent  ftations  excepted,  which  are  occupied  but  a  (hort  time, 
and  meritorious  fervices  rendered,  which  are  foon  forgotten  by  the  peo- 
ple, thcr<;  exifts  in  this  country  no  pcrfonal  diftinftion.  In  fine,  this  way 
of  thinking  in  private  individuals  is  the  moft  certain  means  of  rendering 
the  country  itfelf  more  profperous  and  important.  And  is  not  this  the 
higheft  advantage  derived  from  the  univerfal  intereft,  which  unites  and 
fupports  fociety,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cafes,  no  member 
can  enrich  himfclf,  without  promoting  at  the  fame  time  the  profperity 
of  others  ?  Though  this  obfervation  more  generally  applies  to  agriculture, 
yet  there  exifts  hardly  one  defcription  of  profperity,  nay  of  individual 
luxury,  where  it  does  not  hold  good.  The  people  of  America  live  well ; 
the  foil  produces  all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  even  in  a  very  fuperficial 
ftate  of  cultivation  :  there  are  few  perfons,  who  do  not  poflefs  more 
than  they  need  for  their  own  maintenance.  Hence  arifes  the  in- 
dolence of  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  having  by  four 
day*  labour  earned  a  whole  week's  fubfiftence,  idle  away  the  remaining 
three  days ;  hence  their  lazinefs,  relative  to  agricultural  improvements, 
which  would  require  iums  of  money,  and  other  facrifices,  of  the  neceflity 
of  which  they  are  not  convinced,  being  infenfible  of  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  them.  Improvements,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  have  al- 
ready been  made  in  regard  to  the  political  organization  of  fociety,  to 
commercial  relations,  navigation,  and  roads,  will  certainly  be  efFedcd  in 
agriculture  in  the  procefs  of  time.  But,  before  they  can  take  place,  the 
land-owners  muft  be  more  forcibly  impreffcd  with  the  neceflity  of  rouf- 
ing  from  their  indolence,  and  abandoning  their  prejudices;  and  the  po- 
pulation 
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pulation  mull  be  incrcafed  beyond  its  prcfcnt  amount ;  which  will  cer- 
tainly be  done.  Though  all  this  muft  happen  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  na- 
ture, yet  men  of  abilities,  and  learned  focieties,  Ihould  endeavour  to  dif- 
fufe  ufcful  lights  by  good  books,  by  collc<ftions  of  inftrudive  extrads 
from  European  works  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  by  all  other  means 
of  inftrudion.  For,  undoubtedly,  they  may  thus  accelerate  the  period, 
Avhen  the  neceflity  of  the  above  improvements  will  be  more  fenfibly  felt. 
In  a  country  like  this,  literary  focieties  may  prove  eminently  ufcful,  if 
they  do  not  afTumc  too  learned  an  appearance,  but  are  animated  and 
guided  by  the  true  public  fpirit,  which  Ipcaks  a  fimple  and  perfpicuous 
language,  and  readily  repeats  its  inftruftions,  untindurcd  with  the  vain 
fclfiflinefs,  which  generally  dilates  the  profeflions  of  private  individuals. 

The  increafe  of  the  price  of  land  is  uncommonly  great,  it  having  been 
more  than  doubled  within  the  lafl  three  or  four  years.  Though  the 
price  of  labour,  from  the  high  value  of  ground,  which,  within  thefe 
lall  twelve  months,  has  experienced  an  extraordinary  rife,  is  higher  than 
ufual ;  yet  it  feems  ftill  the  moft  profitable  fpeculation  for  monied  men 
in  this  country,  to  lay  out  their  money  in  land,  which  they  may  have 
cleared  and  cultivated  under  their  own  eyes.  Notwithilanding  this  un- 
common rife  ^f  the  price  of  land,  inftances  of  its  being  difpofcd  of  at  the 
fame  price,  which  prevailed  fome  years  fince,  are  not  unfrequent.  The 
circumftanccs,  under  which  this  happens,  are,  it  is  true,  rather  of  a  pe- 
culiar complexion,  yet  pretty  common.  If,  for  inftance,  a  perfon,  four 
years  ago,  bought  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  bound  himfelf  to 
pay  a  fourth  of  the  purchafe-money  at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  but 
was  cither  too  indolent  to  raife  within  the  time  a  handfome  fortune  by 
his  labours,  or  fpent  the  proceeds  of  his  eftate,  which  he  fliould  have 
laid  by  to  pay  his  debt ;  he  muft  raife  money  as  well  as  he  can,  and 
muft  fell  his  land  at  any  price,  without  being  able  to  infift  on  that  which 
the  adjacent  lands  fetch  at  this  time. 

The  numerous  banks,  which  have  lately  been  cftabliflied,  fcem  to 
have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  uncommon  rife  of  the  price  of  land; 
ii)[  in  proportion  ai>  they  increafe  the  (jiiantity  of  money^  they  alfo  mul- 
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tiply  and  facilitate  the  means  of  fubiiftcnce.  It  is  by  quickening  the 
;i(5tivity  of  internal  commerce,  and  incrcafmg  the  means  of  converting 
property  into  money,  that  bn?iJ:s  raife  the  value  of  lands  in  fale. 

A  relaxation  is  obfervablc  among  all  orders  of  fociety.  Dninkennefs 
is  the  prevailing  vice,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  the  fource  of  all  other 
evils.  A  fpirit,  or  rather  habit  of  equality,  is  diffuf:d  among  this  peo- 
ple, as  far  as  it  poffibly  can  go.  In  fevcral  inns,  efpecially  iiich  as  arc 
fituate  on  kfs  frequented  roads,  the  circumftancc  of  our  fervant  not  din- 
ing with  us  at  the  fame  table  excited  general  aftonilhmcnt,  without  its 
befpeaking  any  bad  intention  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  manifclled  it. 
The  inhabitants  exhibit  to  ftrangers  ftriking  inllances  both  of  the  ut- 
moft  cleanlinefs  and  exceffive  naftinels.  They  arc  much  ftirpriled  at  a 
refiifal,  to  llcep  with  one  or  two  other  men  in  the  fame  bed,  or  between 
dirty  fhects,  or  to  drink  after  ten  other  perfons  out  of  the  fame  dirty 
glafs  ;  and  they  wonder  no  lefs,  when  they  fee  ftrangers  neglcdl  to  walh 
their  hands  and  face  every  morning.  Whifky  mixed  with  water  is  the 
common  drink  in  the  country.  There  is  no  fettler,  however  poor, 
whofe  family  do  not  drink  coffee  and  chocolate,  and  eat  fait  meat  at 
brcakfaft.  At  dinner  comes  fait  meat  again,  or  fait  fifh  and  eggs ;  and 
«t  fupper,  once  more  fait  meat  and  coffee.  This  is  alfo  the  general  rule 
ift  inns.  An  American  fits  down  at  the  tabic  of  his  landlord,  and  lies 
down  in  the  bed,  which  he  finds  empty,  or  occupied  but  by  one  perfbn, 
without  in  the  leaft  enquiring,  in  the  latter  of  thefe  cafes,  who  that  perfon 
may  be.  Wc  have  hitherto  fortunately  efcaped  a  pcrfbnal  trial  of  this 
laft  American  cuftom^ ,  but  were  very  near  experiencing  it  at  White's. 

The  roads  are  good,  where  the  foil  is  fo,  the  road  by  Lancafter  ex- 
cepted ;  art  has  hitherto  but  little  meddled  with  the  roads  in  Pennfyl- 
vania.  Such  fpots,  as  are  bad  and  muddy,  are  filled  up  with  trees, 
placed  near  each  other ;  when  thefe  fink  into  the  ground,  others  are  laid 
upon  them.  Over  fmall  brooks,  bridges  are  thrown,  which  confift  of 
boards,  placed  on  two  beams,  laid  along  the  banks  of  the  brook.  Thefe 
boards  frequently  rot,  and  remain  in  this  condition  for  months  together, 
VV'ithout  its  entering  into  any  one's  head,  to  replace  them  with  others.  We 

V  have 
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Havre  paflcd  fevcral  fuch  bridges,  with  great  danger  to  our  horfes,  from 
the  bad  condition  of  the  boards.  All  this  will  be  better  in  time  ;  yet  I 
mean  to  defcribe  things  juft  as  they  are  now.  Creeks  are  generally 
forded.  Acrofs  fome,  which  are  very  deep,  wooden  bridges  are  thrown ; 
which,  however,  are  not  fuch  as  they  fliould  be :  the  boards,  or  fmall 
trees,  with  which  they  are  covered,  arc  neither  fo  good,  nor  fo  clofc 
to  each  other,  as  might  be  wiflied.  xr.i 

This  is  a  brief  fketch  of  the  phyfical  and  moral  ftate  of  the  country, 
which  we  have  hitherto  traverfcd,  drawn  after  thofe  obfervations,  which 
the  Ihortneff  of  the  time  allowed  us  to  make.  I  Ihall  occafionally  cor- 
red,  what  on  more  cxaft  information  I  find  to  be  erroneous,  and  fupply 
what  may  be  deficient.     <.-  &:  /        .         i       ^  . 


(,,     iU' 


...I.! 


Sunday,  the  17  th  of  May. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  a  mile  above  Sunbury,  at  the  ex- 
treme point  of  the  Ifthmus,  formed  by  the  two  arms  of  the  Sufquc- 
hanna,  ftands  Northumberland.  Sunbury  is  the  chief  town  of  the 
county.  But  the  fmall  number  of  public  buildings,  which  are  necef- 
fary  for  the  adminiilration  of  juftice,  conftitute  its  only  advantages  over 
Northumberland  j  that,  on  the  other  hand,  enjoys  all  the  benefits  of  a 
fine  fituation,  which,  in  fa<ft,  is  as  delightful  as  may  be  conceived.  The 
two  arms  of  the  river  forming  a  right  angle  at  the  point  of  their  con- 
fluence ;  the  country  expands  behind  it  in  a  femi-circular  form,  rifing 
in  gentle  fwells  of  a  fruitful  foil,  and  conne<fled  with  vallies  and  opening 
plains  of  ftill  richer  ground.  The  banks  of  both  arms  of  the  river  are 
fufceptible  of  cultivation  to  a  wide  extent,  on  the  fide  where  Northum- 
berland ftands.  Both  arms  are  navigable,  without  interruption,  to  a 
diflance  of  three  hundred  miles,  and  water  a  foil,  which  courts  cultiva- 
tion. The  number  of  houfes  is  at  this  time,  perhaps,  a  fixth  greater 
at  Sunbury  than  at  Northumberland,  where  it  amounts  to  about  one 
hundred.  The  firft  houfes  were  built  in  1775  ;  yet  the  inhabitants 
were  driven  from  them  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  their  habita- 
tions deftroyed.  The  town  was  not  rebuilt  till  the  year  1785.  It  is 
,  ,  >•  undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly  the  word  built  town  we  have  hitherto  feen.  All  the  houfcs 
are  of  wood,  chiefly  log-houies ;  two  only  arc  built  with  flone.  There 
is  no  market-place  here ;  the  town  contains  no  inns,  but  three  or  four 
whiiky-houfes.  We  put  up  in  that  which  is  the  beft  of  them ;  and 
yet  it  rains  on  our  beds,  as  well  as  on  our  horfes  in  the  ilable.  Me- 
thinks  there  is  hardly  any  place  iituate  more  favourably  for  its  bc- 
cpming  a  large  city,  than  Northumberland.  The  flow  progrefs,  hitherto 
made  by  the  town,  I  have  heard  imputed  to  the  untoward  chara(^tcr  and 
little  fenfe  of  the  gentleman,  who  poflcflcd  three-fourths  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  town  {lands.  He  is  lately  dead  ;  but  had  he  lived  longer, 
his  exiftence  would  have  proved  no  impediment,  that  might  not  cafUy 
have  been  removed  by  the  concurrence  of  favourable  circumllances.  y 
The  price  of  land  about  Northumberland  is,  at  prefent,  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  dollars  per  acre,  near  the  river;  that  fituate  on  the 
northern  arm  is  ilill  dearer,  on  account  of  the  better  quality  of  the  foil, 
and  becaufe  a  greater  part  of  the  ground  is  already  cleared  there,  than 
on  the  eaftern  arm.  Farther  up  the  river,  land  is  fold  from  fouj:  to 
fix  dollars  an  acre.  The  quality  of  the  foil,  the  vicinity  of  a  creek,  and 
longer  or  ihortcr  inftalments,  produce  here  the  fame  variety  in  the 
price  of  land  as  in  other  parts.  The  value,  which  I  point  out,  is  the  me- 
dium price.  Ground-lharcs  in  the  town  are,  at  this  time,  fold  at  forty- 
eight  or  fifty  dollars.  '  >  ,/j 
l^  The  inhabit£^nts  of  Northumberland,  as  well  as  of  the  county  at  large, 
confift,  for  the  moft  part,  of  Dutchmen.  There  are  Ibme  Germans, 
and  a  few  natives ;  but  moft  of  the  inhabitants  arc  foreigners.  The 
Irifti  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  worft  of  them  all.  >Being  leis  in- 
duftrious  than  the  reft,  they  are  confequently  poorer ;  and  the  property 
of  an  Irifliman  is  conftantly  at  the  fervice  of  fuch  as  wifli  to  have  it. 
The  Germans  arc  more  tenacious  of  theirs ;  and,  for  this  rca'fon*  in 
Sunbury,  and  the  adjacent  country,  where  they  refide  in  confiderable 
numbers,  eftates  are  dearer  than  in  Northumberland,  though  the  foil  i$ 
of  an  inferior  quality.                                     ';   ( 

.  i  The  ftate  of  agriculture  in  Northumberland,  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
YJiy^yiJi^roany  ^"  ■■  .:■   r.:        ■'"■^.:-.  try. 


BY  THE  DUKB  BE  LA  ROCHEPOUCAULT  LIANTCOITIT. 


M 


ity,  iff  much  the  fume  as  in  all  other  parts  of  America;  but  the  pro- 
portion of  cleared  land  is  frhaller  than  in  other  counties  we  have  tra- 
'vcrfed.  Labourers  are  eafily  found;  they  arc  paid  fix  fhillings  a  day 
without  viduals,  or  three  Ihillings  and  nine-pence  with  their  entertain- 
ment. In  the  country,  where  they  hire  themfclvcs  by  the  month,  they 
have  eight  dollars,  for  which  they  arc  obliged  to  work  twenty-fix  days. 
Bricklayers'  and  carpenters'  Wages  arc,  in  town,  one  dollar  per  day.  The 
price  of  tiles  is  four  dollars  per  thoufand;  and  very  good  bricks  coft,  in 
Northumberland,  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  delivered  free  of  expence. 

The  price  of  lime  is  from  nine  to  ten- pence  per  bufhel,  of  deal-boards 
five  (hillings  per  hundred  feet,  and  of  other  boards  fix  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence.  1  I  ■  ■       ..iff  .,;  ^,.vtv  Jf  .^! .; 
i'    As  there  is  no  market,  cither  in  Northumberland  or  Sunburj-,  the 
'inhabitants  live,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  upon  falted  meat,  un- 
lefs  they  keep  fowls.     The  farmers. kill,  at  times,  a  cow;  but  fince  an 
epidemic  di(eafe  has  carried  off  almoft  all  the  horfes,  they  have  beeti 
obliged  to  replace  thefe  by  oxdn  for  the  putpofcs  of  agriculture,  and 
confequently  ufe  le(s  beef  than  before.     Cow-beef  is  at  this  time  fold 
from  five-pence  to  five- pence  halfpenny  per  pound.   The  higheft  hou(e- 
rent  in  Northumberland  is  eighty  dollars ;  and  there  is  but  one  houfe 
in  the  whole  town  (or  which  fo  (nucb  is  paid.     It  is  of  brick,  large 
and  convenient, .  and  was  but  lately  (old  for  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
dollars.    Every  thing  is  fomewhat  dearer  at  Sunbury,  but  the  difference 
is  not  a  full  fixth.  _  ,lt.» ',^"5"      " 
.    The  land  about  Northumberland  yields  generally  fifteen  bu(hels  of 
wheat  per  acre,  when  it  has  attained  what  the  farmers  call  a  full  ftate 
of  cultivation.     Thd  proportion  of  othW;  crops  >s  the  (ame  as  in  other 
places.     Indian  corn  is  produced  in  large  quantities,  which  (hews  the 
ignorance  and  indolence  of  the  farmers,  for  it  exhaufts  the  foil ;  and 

'though  it  fupplics  all  the  houfehold  wants  of  a  family,  yet  not  a  bufhel  is 
cvei*  exported  from  the.  place  whcte  it  grows.  A  great  advantage^,  which 

^  might. be  derived  fcom  it,  by  mixing  itsftalks  with  the  dung,  is  entirely 
negleded'by  thb  farmers.  The  flicep  are  rather  long-legged  and  meagre ; 

:i)-  -  yet 
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yet  the  wool  is  good,  and  is  fold  for  two  ihilUngs  and  fix-pence  per  pound. 
But  vcfy  little  is  (old  ;  for  in  this  vale  of  Pennsylvania,  as  every  where 
dfc,  the  farmers  would  be  very  forry  indeed,  if  they  were  obliged  to 
keep  many  fliecp. 

I  obferved  before,  that  the  clearing  of  lands  in  certain  well-chofcu 
diflrids  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  moil  profitable  fpcculation  monied 
men  can  enter  upon  in  this  country.  The  information  I  coUefted  in 
Northumberland  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark. 
The  cxpcnce  for  clearing  and  fencing  an  acre,  amounts,  upon  an  average, 
to  thirteen  dollars ;  and  this  is  pretty  high.  The  firft  crops  yield  gene- 
rally twenty  bulhels  of  wheat,  if  the  ground  be  well  cleared,  the  trees, 
which  flood  in  the  middle,  cut  down,  and  the  largefl  well  barked.  Wheat 
is  fold  at  this  time  for  ten  fhillings  per  bufhcl.  The  agreement  entered 
upon  with  a  farmer,  relative  to  a  piece  of  ground  which  has  been  cleared- 
of  wood,  generally  purports,  that  he  is  to  have  half  the  produce,  but 
iTiufI  alfo  find  the  feed.  The  land-owner  nets  therefore  the  firfl  harveil 
five  pounds,  the  value  often  bufhels  of  wheat  at  ten  fhillings,  aftd  con- 
fequently  more  than  the  expence  for  clearing  and  fencing.  If  we  fup- 
pofc  the  medium  price  of  wheat  to  be  only  five  fhillings  and  nine-pence 
per  bufhcl,  the  land-owner  obtains,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  firfl  year, 
twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  capital  laid  out ;  and  yet  there  are  many 
cafes  where  the  former  eflimate  fells  fhort  of  the  real  proceeds,  as  theri; 
are  others  where  the  latter  is  beyond  them.  • 

The  prices  rife  as  fafl  In  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland,  as  in  other 
parts  ;  but  this  country,  which  is  uncommonly  cxtcnfive,  is  but  thinly 
inhabited,  even  in  fuch  diflridls  as  are  fituate  nearcfl  to  Philadelphia ; 
the  preient  number  of  inhabitants  does  not  exceed  feventeen  thoufand. 
Tlie  population  encreafes,  however,  yearly,  through  emigration  from 
the  Jerfeys,  from  New -England,  and  a  part  of  Pennfylvania.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  families,  emigrants  from  the  Jerfeys,  have  very 
lately  fettled  on  the  branches  of  the  Sufquchannah.  But  thci  land- 
marks of  the  purchafed  ground  are  not  always  fufficiently  knowii,  nor- 
the  right  of  the  fellers  perfe<^ly  clear ;  for  which  reafon  aiflions,  con- 
*   «  cerning 
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ccrning  difputcd  limits,  conftltutc  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  caufcs, 
which  aie  tried  in  the  courts  of  law  at  Sunbury. 

The  political  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland  are 
Icfa  virtuous  and  fteady,  than  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Icfs  remote  coun- 
t,ics.  Several  of  them  took,  laft  year,  an  adivc  part  in  the  revolt  at  Pittf- 
burg,  and  ftill  remain  in  confinement,  on  account  of  that  affair.  A  de- 
finitive judgment  b'lng  now  daily  cxpe<^ed  in  this  bufinefs,  every  tra- 
veller, cfpecially  if  he  be  fupjwfcd  to  come  from  Philadelphia,  is  aiked 
by  the  interefted  inhabitants,  as  foon  as  he  arrives,  whether  he  brings 
any  news  refpeding  that  judgment,  Wc  were  afked,  like  all  other  tra- 
vellers ;  and  the  queftions,  put  to  us  on  this  fubjeft,  were  conceived  in 
terms,  which  by  no  means  bcipoke  good  and  loyal  fentiments. 

Near  to  Northumberland,  on  the  northerii  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah, 
and  clofe  to  the  point  of  conflnence  of  the  two  arms  of  that  river,  lies 
an  ifle,  which  contains  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  richeil 
foil,  from  fifty  of  which  the  lajgeft  trees  have  been  cut  down.  The 
land  is  fit  for  all  the  purpofes  of  agriculture ;  and  might  be  cultiNaied 
•with  equal  profit  and  fatisfadlion  by  an  induftrious  owner.  It  is  the 
moft  picafant  little  eftate,  which  can  poflibly  be  bought  by  any  perlbn 
defurous  of  fettling  in  Northumberland.  At  prefent  it  is  the  property  of 
a  man,  much  advanced  in  years,  who  lives  on  it,  in  a  fmall  log-houfc. 
He  bought  it  about  feven  years  ago  for  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars, 
and  very  lately  refufed  three  thoufand  three  hundred,  which  were  otFcred 
for  this  ifland.  ^    -^i  l'--'  •  ■,.'...*..      •■:,."  r :  > 

Northumberland  is  the  refidcnce  of  Dr.  Priestley.  They,  who 
know  with  what  relcntlefs  fury  the  **********  exerted  all  its 
influence  to  procure  him  to  be  hatraifed  by  the  mob,  his  houfe  in  Bir- 
mingham to  be  bumt  down  to  the  ground,  and  himfelf  to  be  infulted 
and  made  uneafy  wherever  he  went,  will,  undoubtedly,  feel  for  the  fate 
of  this  gentleman,  who  has  defervedly  obtained  fo  much  fame  in  the 
literary  world,  and  whofe  perfecution,  were  he  even  guilty  of  the  groffeft 
political  mifcondudt,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  cannot  but  deeply 
intercil  in  his  favour  every  feeling  mind.    This  unwarrantable  extenfioa 
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of  influence  mud.  excite  univcrful  indignation,  and  it  needs  no  gift  of  di- 
vination to  forcfcc,  that  the  Englilh  mob,  thus  fct  upon  their  fuppofcd 
enemies  by  the  *****♦♦•♦,  may  poflibly  turn,  fooner  or  later, 
againlt  the  inftigators.  However  this  may  be,  the  pcrfecution  experienced 
by  Dr.  Prieftlcy  would  hardly  have  driven  him  i'o  foon  to  quit  England^ 
had  he  not  expedcd  to  enjoy  in  America  that  high  celebrity  and  diftinc-. 
tion,  which  were  promilcd  him  by  fome  flattering  friends.  His  cele- 
brity was,  however,  of  no  long  duration ;  the  Americans  are  too  little 
icnllblc  of  the  value  of  that  knowledge,  by  which  he  has  acquired  fo  dif- 
tinguifiied  a  rank  among  the  literati  of  the  age.  They  concern  them- 
felves  but  very  little  about  dogmatical  difcuflions  of  the  Bible,  and  the 
tenets  of  the  Unitarians ;  and  would  readily  give  up  all  the  experiments 
on  air  for  one  good  and  profitable  fpcculation  !  The  pcrfecuted  from  va- 
rious countries  have,  in  thefe  late  years,  fought  an  afylum  among  the 
Americans;  fuch  arrivals  arc,  therefore,  no  uncommon  fight  to  this 
people ;  and  they  have  not  much  time  to  lofe  in  vain  civilities.  Under 
the'  ^  circumftanccs,  the  rcfpedl  Ihewn  to  Dr.  Prieftlcy,  who  is  a  pro- 
found pliilofopher,  an  admired  writer,  a  celebrated  chcmift,  and  a  vic- 
tim of  the  Englifli  minillry,  did  not  laft  long.  A  few  dinners,  given  to 
him  at  New  York,  where  he  landed,  and  at  Philadelphia,  to  which  place- 
he  afterwards  proceeded,  formed  the  whole  traiti  of  honours  which  graced 
his  reception.  His  fon,  who  arrived  in  America  fome  time  before  him, 
had  bought  lands,  where  all  the  Unitarians,  and  all  the  perfccuted  of 
Old  England,  were  to  join  and  rally  under  the  Dodor's  banner.  This 
fcttlement  was  to  enjoy  a  diftinguifhed  protedlion  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government ;  and  to  fecure  to  the  Do6lor  a  name,  as  chief 
ef  the  fed,  and  founder  of  the  colony.  But  thefe  hopes  have  already 
vanifhed.  No  Englifhmen  have  arrived  to  purchafe  his  lands ;  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  eVen  that  of  Pcnnfylvania,  did  not 
confider  the  projed  of  the  Dodor's  fettlement  as  more  important  than 
that  of  any  other  individual.  The  condant  praife  of  his  uncommon 
inerits  as  a  natural  philofopher  induced  his  friends  at  Philadelphia,  to 
iyicit  for  him  the  profclTorlhip  of  chenijflry  in  the  college,  which  they 
"-»  \  vi  obtained; 
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obtained  ;  but  this  place  was  tar  beneath  the  cxpcdation  ot*  the  Dot^ltir, 
as  well  as  of  his  family  ;  and  it  became  ncceiVary,  even  for  the  prcferwi- 
tion  of  his  celebrity  in  Europe,  to  withdraw  from  a  Icene,  where  his  at- 
tempt of  attrading  univcrfal  attention  had  completely  failed.  ' 

He  therefore  removed  to  Northumberland.  The  lands,  purchafcd  by 
his  Uni,  were  fituate  in  that  county,  though  he  had  adually  refolvcd  t<» 
relincjuifh  the  idea  of  founding  a  colony,  which  would  have  had  no  co- 
lonifts  but  his  own  family ;  yet  his  removal  to  Northu.nbcrland,  at  leart 
had  not  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to  abandon,  in  fo  abrupt  a  man- 
ner, a  projeA  which  had  already  been  announced  to  the  world. 

As  Mr.  Guillemard  was  (lightly  acquainted  with  Young  Pin»  /rt  p,t, 
and  more  particularly  with  Mr.  Coopkr,  who  has  alfo  fettled  in  North- 
umberland, we  were  induced  to  prefer  halting  at  that  town,  rather 
than  at  Sunbury,  though  both  lay  on  our  road  ;  that  I  might  gratify 
the  wifh,  which  I  entertained,  to  be  introduced  to  a  man  fo  juftly  cele- 
brated. The  proje  A  of  forming  the  intended  fettlcmeht  in  the  country 
is  entirely  relinquifhed ;  Mr.  Morris  has  gencroufly  rakcn  back  the 
greater  part  of  the  lands,  which  young  Prieftley  bought  of  him  lart 
year,  with  all  the  formalities  prefcribcd  by  law.  He  has  alfo  found 
means  to  difpofc  of  the  reft,  and  has  bought  fbme  land  near  the  town, 
■which  he  is  now  clearing  and  preparing  for  cultivation.  The  Dodop 
has  built  a  houfc,  to  which  he  intends  removing  about  the  end  of  the 
fummer.  His  modes  of  life  and  drefs  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  Eng- 
land, the  wig  excepted,  which  he  has  laid  afide.  He  frequently  laughs 
at  the  world,  but  in  a  manner  which  clearly  appears  not  to  be  from  hii» 
heart.  He  fpoke  with  great  moderation  of  the  political  affairs  of  Europe, 
and  in  very  mild  exprefllons  of  England.  He  is  now  bufied  in  the  infti- 
tutioQ  of  a  college,  for  which  fix  thoufand  dollars  have  already  been  fub- 
iciibed,  and  Icvcn  thoufand  acres  have  been  ailigned  him,  as  a  free  gift. 
In  this  eftablifbment,  of  which  he  has  drawn  up  a  profpc<fhis,  there  is  a 
prefident's  place,  doubtlcfs  intended  for  himfelf.  Joseph  Priestlet, 
die  eldcft  fon,  feems  at  prcfcnt  to  be  more  engaged  in  induftrious  pur- 
fiiits,  than  in  political  difcuffions.     He  has  married  a  young  Englifh 
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lady,  apparently  of  a  mild  and  amiable  difpofition,  but  who  fpeaks  very 
little  in  company.  She,  as  well  as  her  mother-in-law,  fccm  Icfs  to  ac- 
commodate themfclves  to  American  manners  than  their  hufbands.  Mr. 
Cooper  has  purchafed  fomc  hundred  acres  of  land,  w^hich  he  is  at  prcfent 
clearing  of  wood,  and  preparing  for  cultivation.  He  is  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  parts,  of  a  reftlefs  mind,  ill  adapted  to  find  happincfs  in  a  retired 
rural  life.  In  the  account  he  wrote  of  America,  it  was  certainly  his  dcfign, 
to  pcrfuade  colonifts  to  join  Dr.  Pricftley.  In  his  manners,  he  afFe<5ls  at 
prefent  a  ftrong  predile<5lion  for  American  cuftoms  ;  and  fays,  that  he 
prefers  his  prefent  mode  of  living  to  any  other.  He  is  fufpe<fted  here  of 
aiming  at  a  feat  in  Congrefs.  In  point  of  abilities  at  lead,  he  would 
hold  no  mean  rank  among  its  members.  Some  Englifhmen,  who  lately 
arrived  in  America,  intended  to  fettle  in  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland. 
It  appears,  however,  that  they  have  abandoned  that  intention,  difgufted 
with  the  fort  of  precedence  claimed  by  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  family,  and 
with  the  aufterity  of  their  manners  ;  though  unqueftionably  the  Doc- 
tor's acquaintance  and  library  would  prove  a  very  great  accommodation 
to  new  fettlers ;  and  his  misfortunes  and  perfccutions  cannot  fail  to.  in- 
tereft  every  one  in  his  favour,  ^  As  a  companion  of  Mr.  Guillemard  I 
was  received  by  thefe  families,  with  as  much  politenefs  as  their  cold 
and  gloomy  tempers  ever  difplay.. 

In  one  of  our  water  excurfions  with  young  Prieftley,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Northumberland,  we  landed  near  a  wooden  houfe,  built  againft  the 
fide  of  a  high  mountain,  which  is  covered  with  wood  and  fragments  o£ 
rocks,  and  feparated  from  the  river  by  a  traft  of  land-,  about  four  and 
twenty  yards  wide.  An  Englifti  lady  inhabits  this  fmall  houfe,  which, 
would  prove  a  highly  interefting  fpot,  if  Ihe  w^ere  young  and  handfome,. 
an-*,  awake  to  the  pleafurcs  or  the  forrows  of  love.  But,  alas  !  fuch  ihe 
is  not.  She  has  three  daughters,  the  youngeft  of  whom,  tha  only  oiic 
that  rcfides  with  her,  is  twenty  years  old.  This  lady  left  England  in. 
Gonfcqucnce  of  her  hufband's  becoming  a  bankrupt ;  to  iavoid  the  difgracc,. 
attending  an  event  of  that  nature,  which,  however  innocent  the: 
bankrupt  may  be,  muft  woxmd  hi?  pw  j,i  feelings,  as  well  as  thofc  of  his. 
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family  ;  and  to  prepare  an  afjlum  for  her  ^hufband,  after  he  (hall  ha\'c 
fettled  his  accounts  with  his  creditors.  Her  name  is  Dash  :  her  hulband 
■was  a  banker  of  Bath,  Colonel  of  the  militia  of  his  county,  and  en- 
joys the  reputation  of  an  honeft  man.  It  is  abfolutely  impoffiblc,  to  dif- 
play  more  fpirit  and  pcrfeverance,  than  this  lady  has  done,  ever  fincc  Ihc 
fettled  on  this  eftate,  not  an  inch  of  which  was  cultivated  at  the  time 
flie  purchafed  it.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  acres ;  on  which,  fix 
months  ago,  not  a  hut  was  to  be  fecn,  and  where  not  a  tree  was  felled. 
All  thefe  obftacles  (he  has  furmounted.  She  is  now  building  a  ftonc 
houfe,  and  will,  therefore,  be  able,  within  a  twelvemonth,  to  receive 
her  hufband  in  a  retired  and  humble,  yet  decent  habitation.  The  fitua- 
tion  and  misfortunes  of  this  poor  lady  have  in  fome  degree  injured  her 
brain.  But,  this  circumftance,  while  it  increafes  her  loquacity,  does 
not  prevent  her  from  purfuing  that  dired:  line  of  conduft,  which  fhe  has 
marked  out  for  herfelf.  Two  of  her  daughters  have  been  well  married, 
fince  their  arrival  in  America.  With  a  fort  of  entlmfiafm,  I  liftened  to 
the  other,  who  is  at  home,  whilft  ihe  played  on  the  pianoforte.  She  per- 
forms very  well,  is  young,  pretty,  unfortunate,  modeft,  poifefles  no  pro- 
perty on  earth,  and,  in  a  wooden  hut,  plays  upon  one  of  the  fineft  inftru- 
ments,  that  ever  came  from  Longman's  fliop.  The  ftrangc  contrail  of 
all  theie  circumftances  might  eafily  obtain  a  young  lover  for  Mifs  Sarah 
Dafh ;  and  this  I  moft  fmcerely  wifhed  her,  at  my  departure  ;  but, 
young  lovers  are  not  fo  eafily  to  be  won,  in  this  country.  j  .-''»•.  :* 

I  had  here  another  proof  how  profitable  a  fpeculation  it  is  in  this  coun- 
try to  purchafe  wood-land,  clear  the  ground,  and  render  it  fit  for  culti- 
vation. Mrs.  Dafh  bought  one  hundred  acres  for  two  hundred  and  fixty- 
fivc  dollars,  twenty  of  which  llie  has  cleared,  and  fown  with  wheat  ;• 
mclu(£ng  the  fpot  on  which  her  houfe  flrands,  and  a  fmall  garden.  The 
expence  for  clearing  the  land,  and  building  her  wooden  houfe  and  a 
ftable,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  one  thoufand  and  fixty-five  dollars.  Her 
twenty  acres  yielded  each  twenty  buflicls  of  wheat,  the  price  of  \>  hlch, 
this  year,  is  ten  (hillings  per  bulhel.  She  employs  no  farmer,  bccaiifc 
ihe  is  herfelf  on  the  Ipot ;  and  confcquently  the  produce  of  the  fir  it 
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year's  harvcft  from  twenty  acres  amount  to  two  hundred  pounds,  or 
live  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  the  moiety  of  the  amount  total  of 
her  expence,  the  purchafe  money  excluded.* 

We  paficd  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Northumberland,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  Monday  to  Wilkibarrc. 

'  Monday,  the  1 8th  of  May. 

The  road  from  Northumberland  to  Berwick,  which  wc  had  been  told 
was  dreadful,  we  found  in  a  much  better  condition,  than  any  we  have 
hitherto  paffed.  The  road  is  dreary,  without  the  leaft  variety  of  prof- 
pe(ft,  runs  conftantly,  or  at  leaft  generally,  through  woods,  though  it 
lies  parallel  to  the  river,  upon  which,  however,  a  view  only  opens  now 
and  then,  and  the  bed  of  which,  to  the  fouthward,  is  coatinually  hedged 
in  between  mountains  covered  with  fir.f 

Wc  halted  at  Mr.  Montgomery's,  twelve  miles  from  Northumber- 
land. The  creek,  on  which  his  faw-mill  is  fituate,  is  the  only  one  wc 
have  hitherto  feen.  The  land,  which  moftly  Hopes  towards  the  river, 
feems  good.  Few  or  no  rocks  are  to  be  feeu.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  fur- 
veyor ;  be  does  not  keep  an  inn,  but  fupplies  both  men  and  horfes  with 
food  and  provender  for  money.  From  him  we  learned,  that  the  price  of 
the  beft  land  in  his  neighbourhood,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  is  from 
twenty-three  to  twenty-eight  dollars  an  acre;  but  tliat  when  whole 
eftatcs,  for  inftancc,  four  hundred  acres  of  good  foil,  arc  fold,  the  tenth 
part  of  which  is  cleared,  the  price  of  land  amounts  to  eight  dollars  per 
acre ;  that  land,  which  lies  yet  in  wood,  fetches  from  two  to  five  dol- 
lars per  acre  ;  that  the  price  of  labour  is  three  Ihillings  per  day ;  that 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  procure  labourers,  becaufe  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  neighbourhood  is  inconfiderable ;  that  the  colonifts  confift 
chiefly  of  Dutchmen,  or  their  children  i  and,  lafljy,  that  this  diftrid  has 
fuffercd  much  from  an  epidemical  difeale,  which,  two  years  ago,  dc- 

.  .  i  I      .-■»'.      1   »        ■ 

*  The  original  fays,  the  purchafe-money  included,  but  this  is  either  an  error  of  the 
prefs,  or  an  overfight  of  the  author. — Tran/iator. 
t  AVith  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  bafins,  formed  by  the  river. 
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ftroyed  nearly  all  the  horfes.  To  judge  from  the  fymptoms,  pointed  out 
by  Mr.  Montgomery,  I  never  heard  of  any  fimilar  diftemper  in  France. 
By  his  defcription,  it  is  a  weaknefs,  which  deftroys  a  horfc  in  the  courfc 
of  two  months.  The  liver  is  blown  up  by  a  fwelling,  which  extends 
into  the  legs,  and  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  is  entirely  difcoloured.  This 
diilemper  is  called  here  the  yellow  water* 

The  road  to  Berwick  leads,  for  its  whole  length,  conftantly  through 
woods,  and  confequently  affords  no  profped.  There  are  few  habitations 
here,  and  thefe  have  a  mean  appearance.  At  fome  diftancc  from  the 
houfes,  we  faw  a  few  draggling  cows  and  iheep. 

We  halted  in  the  diftrift  of  Fifliing  Creek,  at  one  Abraham  Mil- 
ler's, who  is  a  farmer,  and  keeps  an  inn  and  a  ihop.     His  cftate  con- 
fiils  of  three  hundred  acres,  fevcnty  of  which  are  cleared.     He  clears 
annually  about  twelve  or  fifteen  acres  more,  but  not  without  confider- 
able  trouble,  as  labourers  are  very  fcarcc  in  this  diftri<El ;  they  are  paid 
three  fhillings  and  fixpcnce  per  day,  and  have  befides  their  board,  which 
is  eftimated  at  about  one  fliilling  and  fix  pence.     Here,  as  well  as  in  all 
the  other  places  through  which  wc  have  hitherto  paflcd,  three  dollars 
j^er  acre  are  generally  paid  for  hoeing  up  the  roots  of  bulhes,  on  fuch 
ground  as  is  deilined  for  cultivation  ;  or  if  day-labourers  be  employed 
in  this  work,  they  are  paid  five  fhillings  a  day,  befides  their  viduals. 
This  was  the  firft  place,  where  we  ufed  maple  fugar,  which  we  found 
excellent.     Abraham  Miller  fells  yearly  about  five  or  fix  barrels  of  this 
Cigar.     He  buys  it  at  thirteen  pence  per  pound,  and  fells  it  at  fifteen  ; 
the  brown  ttwift  fugar  of  the  colonies  he  fells  at  fourteen  pence.     He 
procures  all  the  goods,  fold  in  his  Ihop,  from   Philadelphia ;  they  arc 
brought  in  waggons  as  far  as  Catawefly,  where  they  are  fliipped  on  the 
Sufquehannah,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Fifliing  Creek.     The  Aggregate 
amount  of  freight  and  carriage  was,  formerly,  one  dollar  per  tun,  but 
fince  laft  fpring  it  has  rifen  to  one  dollar  and  a  half. 

The  price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from  eight  to  ten  dollars 
per  acre,  if  in  any  degree  cleared  of  wood,  and  from  tw  o  to  three  dol- 
lars, if  Hill  covered  with  trees.     Habitations  are  fcarcc  and  ftraggling, 
Jl  '  but 
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but  Incrcale  in  number  nearer  to  Berwick.  This  is  the  chief  town  of  the 
diflridt :  it  (lands  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  fituation  is  iufficiently 
agreeable,  and  more  open  than  that  of  other  places,  through  which  we 
have  lately  pafled.  This  fmall  village  confifts  of  twenty  miferablc 
houfes,  in  which  we  could  not  find  an  egg  for  our  fupper,  but  we  pro- 
cured fome  milk.  The  beds  were  clean,  the  ftabling  good,  oats  and 
hay  excellent ;  and  travellers  on  horfeback  are  ufually  contented  them- 
felvcs  with  fcanty  fare,  if  their  horfes  be  well  provided  for.  The  inn- 
keeper and  his  wife  are  a  young  couple,  who  have  but  very  lately  fettled 
here.  Their  houfe  is  of  wood,  and  only  half  finilhed ;  they  poflefs,  at 
prefcnt,  eighty  acres,  ten  of  which  are  cleared  and  cultivated.  The 
price  of  land  at  Berwick  is  twelve  dollars,  if  the  ground  be  already 
fomewhat  cleared,  and  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  two,  if  the  wood 
be  not  yet  cut  down. 

The  inhabitants  of  Berwick,  as  well  as  of  the  huts,  we  faw  on  this 
day's  journey,  are  a  medley  of  Englifhmen,  Frenchmen,  Grermans,  Fle- 
mings, and  Scots.  Moft  of  the  colonifts,  who  have  lately  arrived,  come 
from  the  Jerfeys.  They  feem  all  poor,  and  are  badly  cloathed,  yet  their 
ftrong  and  healthy  appearance  Ihews,  that  they  are  well  fed,  and  foothes 
the  mind,  which  Sympathizes  in  their  poverty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren is,  in  proportion  to  the  habitations,  very  great  indeed.  Near  Ovens 
we  faw  a  fchool  for  young  girls,  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  hut, 
and  the  number  of  children  who  ran  out  to  fee  us  pafs,  had  the  appear- 
ance of  an  ant-hill.  Two  miles  below  Berwick  are  thofe  rapid  cur- 
rents, known  by  th"  name  of  Nefcopeck,  which  greatly  impede  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  efpecially  at  low  water.  { 
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Tuefday,  the  \Qth  of  May. 

Thb  day  proved  rather  unfortunate  to  us.  We  left  Berwick  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  were  unfortunately  addreifed  to  one  'Squire 
Beach,  who  lives  fcven  miles  from  it,  and  who  was  to  point  out 
to  us  the  the  bed  road  to  Wilkfbarre.  Our  ill-luck  would  have  it, 
that  this  'Squire  Beach  is  »  maker  of  roads,  and  had  but  very  lately  con- 
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ftrudcd  a  new  one,  which  is  fome  miles  fliorter  than  the  old  road. 
He  advifed  us  to  take  the  former,  which  he  aiTurcd  us  was  the  beft.  Re- 
lying on  his  aiTurance,  we  followed  his  advice,  but  were  on  the  very 
outfet  at  confiderable  pains,  to  find  the  place  where  v,  c  were  to  be  fer- 
ried acrofs  the  river,  to  reach  the  new  road.     The  ferry-boat,  which 
was  rowed  by  a  man  turned  of  fevcnty,  \Nas  too  fmall  to  contain  our 
four  horfes ;  we  therefore  caufcd  our  baggage  to  be  carried  over  firft ; 
and  this  arrived  faie  on  the  oppoiitc  bank.     The  fcivant  was  ordered 
not  to  wait  for  us,  but  to  proceed.     On  the   return  of  the  ferry-boat, 
Mr.  Guillemard  and  I  embarked.      His  mare,  who  is  always  very  fpirit- 
ed,  and  whofe  mettle  was  perhaps  heightened  by  the  fight  of  the  other 
horfes  on  Ihore,  began  to  flir  in  the  imall  boat,  which  was  rather  low 
at  the  fides ;  and  in  the  midft  of  our  paffage  put  one  of  her  hind-legs 
into  the  water,  which  brought  her  whole  hinder  part  down.     The  boat 
heeled  to  that  fide,  was  filled  with  water,  and  wo  ild  have  been  in- 
ftantly  overfet,  but  for  Mr.  Guillemard's  prefence  of  mind.     He  pulhed 
the  horfe  into  the  river,  and  thus  faved  us  in  the  moft  imminent  danger 
of  being  drowned ;   a  danger  to  which  travellers  muft  be  frequently 
cxpofed  in  this  country,  from  the  bad  conftrudlion  of  the  ferry-boats,  as 
well  as  from  the  imprudence  and  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  ferry-men.    The 
mare,  Mr.  Guillemard  holding  her  faft  by  the  bridle,  fafely  reached 
the  fliore ;  and  thus  far  every  thing  was  well.     But  this  incident  was 
the  harbinger  of  accidents  ftill  n   )re  unpleafant.     We  could  not  difco- 
ver  any  road ;  fome  trees,  whici    aad  been  felled,  fhewed  an  intention,  it 
is  true,  to  make  one  ;  but  we  faw  even  few  of  thefe.  No  beaten  road  was 
to  be  found ;  ten  times  already  we  had  miffed  our  way.     We  had  to 
travel  eighteen  miles  over  felled  trees,  deep  moraffes,  rocks,  and  loofe 
ftones.     The  girth  of  the  baggage-horfe  broke  two  or  three  times  ;  Mr. 
Guillemard's  mare,  who  was  badly  faddled,  twice  loft  her  faddle  on  a 
fteep  road,  and  threw  her  rider.     She  ran  away  and  fcattered  part  of 
her  load ;  a  brace  of  pillols  was  loft ;  our  horfes  were  cxhaufted  with 
fatigue ;  we  were  tired,  faint  with  hunger,  and  unable  to  difcover  any 
human  habitation  on  the  road.    A  few  houfcs  ftanding  at  fome  diftancc 
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from  it,  which  we  vifited,  could  not  fupply  our  wants ;  and,  to  enr- 
creafe  our  misfortunes,  it  rained  all  day  long.  At  length  we  found 
fome  oats  at  an  honeft  German's,  whofe  wife  procured  us  alfo  milk 
and  eggs.  Thus  refrefhed,  we  purfued  our  journey,  not  without  feve- 
ral  new  accidents  befalling  our  baggage  ;  and  at  laft  reached  Wilkfbarre. 
My  friend*s  horfe  was  lame,  the  faddle  was  broken  to  pieces  by  the  ac- 
cident in  the  ferry-boat,  and  our  cloaths  were  torn  ;  but  at  Dr.  Cowell's 
we  found  a  good  fire,  a  good  ftable,  good  eggs,  fait  meat  (frefh  meat 
is  entirely  out  of  the  queftion)  and  thus,  as  we  fmoaked  our  fegars, 
indulged  the  pleafant  thought  of  having  efcaped  all  thefe  misfortunes. 

Wilkfbarre  ftands  on  a  wide  and  fertile  plain.  The  profpeft,  on 
defcending  the  mountains  by  the  creek  of  Nantlkoke,  is  one  of  the 
richeft,  moft  extenfive,  and  moft  delightful,  we  have  yet  feen.  The 
land  is  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation.  We  were  not  able  to  obtain  any 
new  information,  that  deferves  to  be  mentioned. 

Wilkfbarre  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Luzerne.  It  is  a  fmall 
place,  containing  about  a  hundred  wooden  houfes,  of  a  much  better 
appearance  than  thofe  in  Northumberland.  The  town  is  feated  on  the 
Sufquehaunah,  and  mud  in  time  become  confiderablc,  if  the  country, 
which  lies  higher  up,  fhall  be  more  generally  cultivated.  It  is  even 
now  of  fome  importance,  and  has  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabi- 
tants. The  population  of  the  whole  county  is  eflimated  at  five  thoa- 
fand  fouls. 
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"  Wedm/day,  the  20th  of  May. 

***^  Mr.  Guillemard*s  mare  being  lamed  by  our  misfortunes  of  yeflerday, 
he  refolved  to  leave  her  at  Wilkfbarre,  under  the  care  of  his  fervant. 
We  accordingly  fet  out  by  ourfelves.  A  new  road  was  propofed  to  us, 
which  fhortens  the  journey  twenty  miles,  but  is  untrodden.  However, 
having  yeflerday  had  enough  of  new  roads,  we  preferred  the  old,  though 
it  was  bad,  and  twenty  miles  longer.  At  the  end  of  our  firfl  day's 
journey,  we  reached  Huntsferry.  The  ro'*ci  v.  dS  bad,  and  we  were  fe- 
veral  times  obliged  to  travel  in  foot-paths,  which  were  hardly  paff- 
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able.     We  frequently  met  with  quarries  of  mill-ilone,  and  with  fpots, 
where  a  path,  only  eighteen  inches  in  breadth,  was  cut  through  the 
rock,  or  where  the  road  was  fupported  by  trunks  of  trees,  narrowed 
by  falls  of  earth,  obftrudled  by  fallen  trees,  and  led  along  the  edges  of 
•  a  precipice.     We  often    paffed  over  declivities,   rendered  more  danger- 
ous by  the  ground   being  ftrewed  with  loofe  ftones,  or  fragments  of 
rock.     Fortunately  it  fo  happened,  that  we  never  got  more  than  a  few 
yards  out  of  our  road ;  but   we  were  obliged  to  enquire  the  way  of 
every  one  we  met,  to  avoid  more  confiderable  deviation.   The  dwelling- 
houfes  in  this  diftridl  are  moft  of  them  fo  new,  that  the  inhabitants  arc 
often  ignorant  of  the  names  of  places,  which  are  fcarce  two  miles  dif- 
tant ;  nor  are  they  able  to  point  out  the  dire<ftion  and  diftance,  fo  that 
their  information  beyond  the  next  farm-houfe  is  not  to  be  depended 
upon.     There  is  not  one  inn  on  the  whole  road,  but  fome  private  indi- 
viduals are  in  the  habit  of  felling  oats  to  travellers.     They  live  at  cer- 
tain diftances,  and,  being  known,  travellers  conflantly  put  up  at  their 
houfes.     The  firft  day  we  halted  at  the  houfe  of  one  Harris,  twelve 
miles  from  Wilklbarre,  and  afterwards  at  Harding*s,  fifteen  miles  far- 
ther on.  -  Both  are  farmers  ;  the  former,  a  captain  of  the  militia,  is 
richer,  and  has  been  eftabliflied  much  longer  than  the  latter.   They  are 
both  very  bad  huibandmen  ;  they  cultivate  nothing  but  Indian  corn  and 
potatoes,  in  a  foil,  which  is,  for  the  moft  part,  poor,  and,  with  few  excep- 
tions, produces  nothing  but  fpruce  fir  and  the  common  birch.     All  the 
cultivated  fields  are  inclofed  with  fences,  which  confift  of  poles  of  wood, 
once  fplit,  and  and  laid  zig-zag  upon  one  another  without  any  ftakes ; 
■a  manner  of  fencing,  general  in  all  parts  of  America,  at  the  firft  clear- 
ing of  the  ground.     The  expence  of  clearing  ground  amounts,  in  this 
diftrid,  to  feven  or  eight  dollars  an  acre,  ui  h,.  ,  o;,vv  ,,■.,;.  ^;:^ji 

Five  miles  beyond  Harding's  habitation,  we  crofted  the  river  iii  a  very 
bad  ferry-boat,  and  arrived  at  Hunt*s,  an  Iriftiman,  who  fettled  here 
ten  years  ago.  We  found  in  his  houfe  Indian  corn  for  our  horfes,  but 
neither  oats  nor  hay,  and  no  milk  for  ourfelves,  nor  even  an  egg.  The 
houfe  confifts  of  one  room  on  the  ground-floor,  and  of  a  corn-loft  over 
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it.  Beds  were  not  to  be  had.  Hunt  took  an  old  pailbne  from  hi» 
own  bed,  and  lent  it  me  for  the  night;  and  on  this,  with  my  faddle- 
cloth,  I  reded  comfortably.  By  Hunt's  account,  the  fpot,  which  he 
inhabits,  is  very  unwholefome  ;  and  (b,  he  fays,  are  the  banks  of  the 
river  in  general  for  fome  way,  higher  up,  or  lower  down.  His  young 
and  handfome  wife  has  laboured  under  a  hedic  fever,  for  thefe  eight 
months. 
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Thurfday,  the  2\Ji  of  May, 

In  the  morning  we  halted  at  one  Mr.  Gaylor*s,  eleven  miles  from 
our  laft  night's  quarters.  All  the  dwelling-houfes  are  of  the  fame  fort.. 
We  purfued  our  journey  to  Afylum  by  Wyalufing.  The  latter  is  a 
condderable  village,  feated  on  a  creek,  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 
The  road  is  the  fame  as  yefterday,  at  times  even  and  good,  often  re- 
cently cut  through  the  wood,  or  interrupted  by  new  fcttlements,  the 
fences  of  which  occafion  a  circuit  of  near  a  furlong,  at  the  end  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  road  again. 

-  Nearly  all  the  plantations,  which  we  have  hitherto  traverfed  in  this 
diftridb,  have  been  more  or  lefs  recently  formed  by  families,  who  de- 
rive their  titles  from  Connedlicut.  The  right  of  property  claimed  by 
that  ftate,  in  regard  to  thefe  lands,  has  been  declared  to  be  unfounded,, 
firft  by  arbitrators  in  Trenton,  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  fmce  that 
by  the  judges  of  affize,  who  hold  their  fittings  in  Philadelphia,  The  laft 
Sentence  has  excited  general  difcontent  in  thefe  parts  ;  and,  in  truth, 
ihould  it  be  confirmed  by  the  fupreme  court  of  juftice,  the  natural 
confequence  muft  be  a  general  difpoffeding  of  all  the  cultivators,  who 
have  fettled  here  by  right  of  purchafe,  or  gift  from  the  ftate  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  who  have  fpent  feveral  years  labour  on  a  foil,  on  which  they 
eftablilhed  tbemfelves  in  the  moft  legal  form.  Several  of  thefe  fettlei  s 
were,  during  the  laft  war,  driven  from  their  poffeffions  by  the  Indians, 
who  deftroyed  all  the  buildings,  and  burnt  the  woods,  as  far  as  they 
were  able,  on  their  retreat.  Thefe  are  indeed  fufficient  reafons  for  dif- 
content ;  and  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  fatisHed  with  being  reinftated 
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in  its  right  to  thcfe  lands,  will  undoubtedly  leave  them  in  the  pofleflioii 
of  thofe  families,  who,  bonu^JCf  obtained  them  either  for  money,  or 
by  their  labour.     If  Pcnnfylvania  had  fold  the  fame  lands,  the   fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature  would  doubtlefs  award  an  indemnification  in 
money.     But  in  the  United  States,  whofe  conflitution  is,  and  muft  be 
founded  on  the  rights  of  man,  and  modelled  by  juftice,  peaceful  and  iu- 
duftrious  inhabitants  will  never  be  driven  from  their  pofleflions,  or 
expelled  from  their  homes.     The  foldiers,  ordered  to  carry  luch  a  fen- 
tence  into  execution,  would  be  too  deeply  afFedcd  ;  their  own  feelings 
would  contradi6t  the  oath  of  allegiance  they  have  taken,  and  humanity 
would  forbid  them,  to  co>operate  in  the  execution  of  the  law.     The 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  is  too  wife,  and  too  juft,  not  to  embrace,  in  thefe 
circumftaiices,  a  rcfolution,  which  is  dilated  by  the  very  principles  it 
profeflcs. 

The  inhabitants,  who  derive  their  titles  from  Connecticut,  form, 
we  were  told^  two  diftind  clafles,  whofe  rights  are  of  a  widely  differ- 
ent complexion.     One  clafs  fettled  here  long  before  any  public  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  claims  of  the  two  ilates  took  place  ;  and  moH;  of  thefe  had 
to  rebuild  their  houfes,  which,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  were 
deftroyed  during  the  war.     The  other  clafs  formed  their  fettlements 
after  the  above  award,  folicited  by  both  flates,  had  been  iiTued,  and 
therefore  were  not,  or,  at  leaft,  ihould  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
hazard,  to  which  they  expofed  themfelves.    Several  perfons  in  Connec- 
ticut have  |>FOceeded  in  this  bufinefs  in  a  manner  extremely  blameable, 
efpecially  one  Colonel  Franklin,  who,  two  years  ago,  decoyed  fe- 
veral  families  into  this  country,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the 
flate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  order,  who  dilcouraged 
thefe  unfair  proceedings,  and  foretold  to  the  new  fettlers,  that  they 
would  foon  be  difpofleflcd  of  their  eftates.     Moft  of  the  families  lately 
arrived  here  are  poor.     They  obtained  the  land  gratis^  and  are  the  lefs 
difturbed  in  their  prefent  momentary  enjoyments,  by  apprehenfions  of 
fome  future  difpofleffion,  as  the  charader  of  many  among  them  is  not 
of  the  faireft  complexion.     The  colonel  aded  on  the  principle,  that  an 
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increafe  of  the  number  of  colouifts  would  incrcafe  the  force  of  refin- 
ance againft  the  fentcnce  of  a  judicial  difpofleffion,  in  which,  being 
himfelf  a  proprietor,  he  is  perfonally  concerned.     This  difference,  in 
point  of  the  period  of  poiTeffion,  and  of  the  fpecics  of  property,  ren- 
ders it  far  more  eafy  to  accommodate  matters,  than  it  might  otherwil'e 
have  proved  ;  Unce  the  difference  being  fettled  with  the  landholders  of 
the  former  clafs,  the  execution  of  any  vigorous  meafure,  which  it  may 
be  necefTary  to  adopt  againft  thofe  of  the  latter,  will  be  greatly  facili- 
tated. ^^•,;    :'■.;■"''''--:  V '.:,'-■"     ^-        '  h''  --,-^     '  vv-'..^K- «>  »'*)i''-" --Ji 
Afylum  frauds  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Sufquehannah,  which  mufl 
be  crofTed,  in  order  to  reach  this  fcttiement.     It  has  been  only  fifteen 
years  eftabliihed.    MciTrs.  Talon  and  De  Noailles,  who  arrived  here 
from  England,  richer  in  hopes  than  in  cafh,  fancied  they  fhould  be  able 
to  purchal'e,  cultivate,  and  people  two  hundred  ihoufand  acres  of  land. 
They  interefled  in  their  project  fome  planters  or  St.  Domingo,  who  efcap- 
ed  from  the  ruins  of  that  colony,  and  who  bad  prudence  enough  care- 
fully to  preferve  the  remains  of  their  fortune.     Meffrs.  Morris  and  Ni- 
cholfon,  who  poffefs  immenfe  tracks  of  land  in  the  United  States,  were 
willing  and  ready  to  meet  their  views.     Lands  were  chofen  on  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  the  price  and  infTfilments  were 
regulated,  and  the  firfl  trees  fellec  "*  on  the  fpot,  which  was  felefled  for 
the  town.     Mr.  de  Noailles  took  upon  himfelf  the  management  of  the 
concerns  of  the  company  in  Philadelphia.     Mr.  Talon  caufed  the  firfl 
Jog-houfes  to  be  erected  here,  and  the  land  to  be  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  new   inhabitants.     But  they  foon   dilcovered,  that  they 
fhould  be  difappointed  of  all  the  money,  which  they  had  hoped  to  re- 
ceive.    Meffrs.  Morris  and  Isjicholfon  readily  releafed  them  from  this 
firfl:  difficulty,  and  the  contrail  was  rcfcinded.     Fiora  exclufive   pro- 
prietors of  thefe  lands,  the  above  gentlemen  became  affociates  and  part- 
ners in  trad.3  with  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Nicholfon,  lii  all  the  profits  arifing 
from  their  fale,  and  the  quantity  was  enlarged  to  a  million  of  acres. 
Each  of  them  kept  about  fix  thoufand  acres,  as  his  private  property,  the 
■';-'"=*•■       •  In  December,  I7yj.       '  .,    -,  rr-.^ 
•  price 
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price  of  which  was  fomcwhat  raifed;  but  more  diftant  periods  of  pay- 
ment were  fixed.     Mr.  Talon  was  appointed  agent  for  the  company, 
with  a  falary  of  three  thoufand  dollars.     The  buildings,  as  well  as  all 
other  expcnces,  were,  with  the  confent  of  McfTrs.  Morris  and  Nichol- 
fon,  placed  to  the  account  of  the  company.     The  ufe  of  the  moft  con- 
fidcrabie  houfe,  built  by  Mr.  Talon,  was  aifigned  to  himfclf  as  agent. 
Ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  country,  want  of  practice  in  bufinefs 
of  this  kind,  avocations  of  a  different  nature,  and  the  embarrafTmcnts 
of  the  company,  have  deprived  Mr.  Talon  of  the  mod  exquifite  hap- 
pinefs,  an  emigrated  Frenchman  can  poflibly  enjoy,  to  open  a  peaceful 
and  comfortable  afylum  for  his  unfortunate  countrymen,  to  aflifl  them 
in    the   firft   moments  of  their  fettlement,  and  thus  to   become   the 
founder  of  a  colony,  which  would  have   proved  as   honourable  to   the 
name  of  a  Frenchman,  as  ufeful  to  the  unfortunate  fufFercrs,  whom  it 
would  have  received.     An  enormous  cxpence,  partly  incurred  without 
a  mature  confideration  of  the  plan,  occafioned  deficiencies.     The  com- 
pany was  not  able  to  fulfil  its  engagements.     The  exertions  of  Mr. 
Talon  and  his  aflbciates  were  not  equal  to  the  removal  of  thefc  diffi-  , 
culties ;  and  it  becoming  evident,  that  the  colony  could  not  attain 
prol'perity  fo  quickly  as  Mr.  Talon  had  expedled,  he  refigned  his  fitua- 
tion  as  agent  to  Mr.  Nicholfon,  and  fold  him  his  fliarc  in  the  property 
of  the  company",  who,  having  fix  months  before  bought  that  of  Mr.  de 
Noailles  alfo,  is  now  become  fole  proprietor  of  the  land. 

This  is  a  brief  iketch  of  the  hiftory  of  Afylum.  There  cannot  re- 
main a  doubt,  but  that  this  eftablifliment,  the  plan  of  which  is  cer- 
tainly the  work  of  much  deliberation,  would  have  proved  more  fuccefs- 
ful,  had  it  been  formed  by  degrees,  and  with  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
ready  money.  For  notwithftanding  the  errors  committed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  plan,  and  the  adverfe  incidents  it  has  met  with,  Afylum 
has  already  attained  an  uncommon  degree  of  perfe«5tion,  confidering  its 
infant  ftate.  Thirty  houfes,  built  in  this  town,  are  inhabited  by  fa- 
milies from  St.  Domingo,  and  from  France,  by  French  artizans,  and 
even  by  Americans.     Some  inns  and  two  (hops  have  been  eftabliflied,, 
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the  bufinefs  of  which  is  connderabte.  Several  town-iharcs  have  been 
put  into  very  good  condition  ;  and  the  fields  and  gardens  begin  to  be  pro« 
duiflive.  A  coiifidcrable  quantity  of  ground  has  been  cleared,  on  the 
creek  Loyalfock  ;  where  the  company  has  allotted  twenty-five  ihou- 
fand  acres  of  land,  in  par:  t  a  hundred  thoufand  acres,  \vi  \  h  the 
inhabitants  of  Alylum  have  purchafed  by  fubfcription.  SItnil.u  agri- 
cultural operations,  which  take  place  in  almoft  every  town-fliarc,  aro 
intended  to  enliven,  at  once,  all  the  different  parts  of  this  large  trad  of 
ground.  The  town-fliares  confift  each  of  four  hundred  acres,  from  ten 
to  twenty  of  which  arc  cleared.  The  owner  can  therefore  either  Icttlc 
there  hinifelf,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  entruft  it  to  a  farmer.  The 
clearing  of  the  town-ihares  is,  at  prefent,  effcfted  by  fubfcription, 
on  this  principle  ;  that  for  every  acre  belonging^to  a  lubfcribcr,  who 
has  cleared  ten  acres,  five  of  which  only  are  enclofcd  with  fences,  nine 
dollars  arc  paid. 

Mr.  de  Montule,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alylum,  dircfls  this 
clearing  of  the  ground  ;  the  plan  of  which  he  conceived  for  the  welfare 
of  the  colony.  The  fentiments  of  the  colonifts  are  good.  Every  one 
follows  his  bufinefs,  the  cultivator  as  well  as  the  inn-keeper  and  traJef- 
man,  with  as  much  zeal  and  exertion,  as  if  he  had  been  brought  up 
to  it.  The  foil  is  tolerably  good,  the  climate  healthful.  Almoft  all 
the  ingredients  of  a  thriving  colony  concur  in  Afylum,  and  afford 
room  to  hope,  that  thefe  great  natural  advantages  will,  in  time,  be  im- 
;  proved,  for  the  benefit  and  profperity  of  the  colonifts.  A  new  trading 
company  has  luperfeded  the  former  ;  at  leaft  the  firm  and  management 
of  the  company's  concerns  have  been  altered.  Mr.  Robert  Morris  has 
entirely  left  it,  and  Mr.  Nicholfon,  being  now  the  only  proprietor,  has 
formed  a  bank  of  his  million  of  acres,  divided  into  five  thoufand  fharcs, 
containing  each  two  hundred  acres,  the  price  of  which,  at  tu  o  dol- 
dollars  and  half  per  acre,  is  five  hundred  dollars.  They  bear  fix  per 
cent  intereft,  which  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  ftate  of  the  land  ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years,  the  period  at  which  the  company 
is  to  be,  difTolved,  all  the  benefits   and  advantages  accruing  to  the  bank 
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nre  to  be  divided  among  the  holJcra  of  (hares.  An  office  has  been  cfta- 
blilhed  by  the  latter,  for  the  dirc«^ion  and  management  of  the  concerns 
of  the  bank. 

This  new  company,  taught  by  the  errors  of  the  former,  will  no  doubt 
make  it  their  principal  bufinefs,  to  promote  the  profpcrity  of  Afylum  ; 
which,  alone,  can,  in  any  confiderablc  manner,  incrcafc  the  value  of 
the  land.  Yet  fomc  previous  facrificcs  will  alfo  be  required  for  that 
purpofc.  It  will  be  nccclTary  to  conftruft  new  roads,  and  repair  the 
old  ones.  Encouragement  muft  alfo  be  given  to  the  families,  which 
already  inhabit  Afylum  ;  and  advantageous  offers  muft  be  held  out  to 
fuch,  as  may  be  difpofed  to  fettle  there.  If  thefe  things  be  done,  Afy- 
lum will  foon  be  peopled.  Motives  arifing  from  French  manners  and 
opinions  have  hitherto  prevented  even  French  families  from  fettling 
here.  Thefe  are  now,  however,  in  great  meafurc  removed,  and  if 
the  company  fhall  proceed  with  judgment  and  prudence,  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will,  there  can  hardly  remain  a  doubt,  but  that  Afylum  will 
fpcedily  become  a  place  of  importance.  Its  fituation  on  the  Sufque- 
hannah,  two  hundred  miles  from  its  fource,  fits  it  in  a  peculiar  manner 
for  an  emporium  of  the  inland  trade.  French  activity,  fupported  with 
money,  will  certainly  accelerate  its  growth  :  and  this  will  doubtlefs  in 
time  convince  the  world,  that  the  enterprife  and  affiduity  of  French- 
men are  equally  confpicuous  in  profperous  and  adverfe  circumftances. 

The  following  families  have  either  already  fettled,  or  intend  to  fet- 
tle, at  A(ylum,  viz.  i.Mr.  de  Blacons,  deputy  for  Dauphine,  in  the 
conftituent  affembly.  Since  his  quitting  France,  he  has  married  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Maulde,  late  canonefs  of  the  chapter  of  Bonbourg. 
They  keep  a  haberdaftier*s  (hop.  Their  partner  is  Mr.  Colin,  formerly 
Abbe  de  Sevigny,  arch-deacon  of  Tours,  and  confeiller  au  grand  confeiL 
2.  Mr.  de  Montule,  late  captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe,  married  to  a  lady 
of  St.  Domingo,  who  refides  at  prefent  at  Pottfgrove.  3.  Madame  de 
Sybert,  coulin  to  Mr.  de  Montule,  and  relidt  of  a  rich  planter  of  St. 
Domingo.  4;  Mr.  Becdelierre,  forrrierly  a  canon,  now  a  (hop- 
keeper  ;  his  partners  are  the  two  MelTrs.  de  la  Roue,  one  of  whom 
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xvas  formerly  3.  pel  if  gens- tTarnie,  and  the  other  a  captain  of  infantry. 
The  latter  has  married  a  lifter  of  Madame  Sybert,    Mademoifelle  de 
Bercy,  who  intends  to  eftablifh  an  inn  on  the  road  from  Afylum  to 
Loyalfock,  eight  miles  from  the  former  place,  whither  (he  is  on  the 
point  of  removing  with  her  hulband.     6.  Mr.  Beaulieu,  formerly  a 
captain  of  infantry  in  the  French  fervice,   who  ferved   in  America, 
during  the  laft  war,  in  the  legion  of  Potolky.     He  has  remained  ever 
fince  in  this  country,  has  married  an  Englifh  lady,  and  now  keeps  an 
inn.     7.  Mr.  Buzard,  a  planter  of  St.  Domingo,  and  phyfician  in  that 
colony,  who  has  fettled  at  Alylum  with  his  wife,  daughter,  and  fon, 
and  fome  negroes,  the  remains  of  his  fortune.    8.  Mr.  de  Noailles, 
a  planter  of  St.  Domingo.  9.    Mr.  Dandelot,  of  Franchecomte,  late 
an  officer  of  infantry,  who  left  France  on  account  of  the  revolution,  and 
arrived  here  deftitute  of  property,  but  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Talon, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  purfuits  with  fpirit  and  fuccefs.     i  o. 
Mr.  du  Petit  Thouars,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  who,  encouraged  by 
the  conftituent  affembly,  and  affifted  by  a  fubfcription,  embarked  in  an 
expedition  in  queft  of  Mr.  de  la  Peroufe.   He  was  detained  on  the  coaft  of 
Brafil  by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  Fernando  de  Norigucz,  and  fent 
with  his  crew  to  Portugal,  where  he  was  very  ill  treated  by  the  Por- 
tugucfe  government,  llripped  of  all  his  property,  and  only  efcaped  far- 
ther perfecution  by  fleeing  to  America,  where  he  lives  free  and  happy, 
without  property,  yet  without  want.    He  is  employed  in  clearing  about 
two  or  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  have  been  prefented  to  him. 
His  fociable,  mild,  yet  truly  original  temper  anjJ  chara6ler,  are  fet  off 
by  a  noble  fimplicity  of  manners  *.     11.  Mr.  Nores,  a  young  gentle- 
man, who  embarked  with  Mr.  du  Petit  Thouars,  and  efcaped  with  him 
to  this  country.     He  formerly  wore  the  p^lit  collet  f ,  was  a  pupil  of 
Mr.  de  la   Chapelle,    poffefTor  of  a  fmall  priory,  and  now  earns  his 
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*  Du  Petit  Thouars  returned  afterwards  to  France,  obtained  the  command  of  a  fliip  of 
the  line,  and  was  killed  in  the  unfortunate  battle  off  the  mouth  of  the  Nile. — Tranjl. 

t  The  petit  collet  (little  band)  was  formerly  a  diftinguilhing  mark  of  the  fecular 
•lergy  in  France. — Tranjl, 
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fubfiftence  by  cultivating  the  ground.  12.  Mr.  Keating,  an  Irifhman, 
and  late  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Welfli.  At  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution he  was  in  St.  Domingo,  where  he  poflefled  the  confidence  of  all 
parties,  but  rcfufed  the  moft  tempting  offers  of  the  commiflioners  of 
the  aflembly,  though  his  fentiments  were  truly  democratic.  It  was 
his  choice  and  determination,  to  retire  to  America  without  a  (hilling  in 
his  pocket,  rather  than  to  acquire  power  and  opulence  in  St.  Domingo 
by  violating  his  firft  oath.  He  is  a  man  of  uncommon  merit,  diftin- 
guiftied  abilities,  extraordinary  virtue,  and  invincible  difintereftedtiefs. 
His  deportment  is  grave,  yet  affiible.  His  advice  and  prudence  have 
proved  extremely  ferviceable  to  Mr.  Talon  in  every  department  of  his 
bufinefs.  It  was  he  who  negociated  the  late  arrangements  between 
Meflrs.  Morris  and  Nicholfon  ;  and  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  the 
confidence,  which  his  uncommon  abilities  and  virtue  infpire,  enables  him 
to  adjuft  matters  of  difpute  with  much  greater  facility  than  moft  other 
perfons.  13.  Mr.  Renaud  and  family.  He  is  a  rich  merchant  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, who  has  juft  arrived  with  very  confiderable  property,  preferved 
from  the  wreck  of  an  immenfe  fortune.  14.  Mr.  Carles,  a  prieft  and 
canon  of  Guernfey,  who  retired  to  America  with  a  fmall  fortune,  and 
who  has  now  fettled  at  Afylum ;  he  is  an  induftrious  and  much-re- 
fpedled  farmer.  15.  Mr.  Prevost,  a  citizen  of  Paris,  celebrated 
there  for  his  benevolence  ;  he  was  a  member  of  all  benevolent  focie- 
ties,  treafurer  of  the  philanthropic  fociety,  and  retired  to  America  with 
fome  property,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  he  expended  on  a  fettle- 
ment,  which  he  attempted  to  eftablifli  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehan- 
nah,  but  which  did  not  eventually  fucceed.  He  now  cultivates  his  lot 
of  ground  on  the  Loyalfock,  as  if  his  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to 
the  fame  purfuit ;  and  the  cheerful  ferenity  of  a  gentle,  candid,  philo- 
fophical  mind,  ftill  attends  him  in  his  laborious  retreat.  His  wife  and 
fifter-in-law,  who  have  alfo  fettled  here,  fhare  in  his  tranquillity  and 
his  happinefs.  16.  Madame  d'AuTREMONT,  with  her  three  children. 
She  is  the  widow  of  a  fteward  at  Paris.  Two  of  her  fohs  are  grown 
up  :  one  was  a  notary,  and  the  other  a  watch-maker ;  but  they  have 
^  .  N  2  now 
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now  become  hewers  of  wood,  and  tillers  of  the  ground,  and  fecure  by 
their  zeal,  Ipirit,  politenefs,  and  unblemiflied  character,  the  fympathy 
and  refpeft  of  every  feeling  mind. 

Some  families  of  artifans  are  alfo  eftabliHied  at  Afylum  ;  and  fuch 
as  conduct  themfelves  properly  earn  great  wages.  This  cannot  be  faid 
of  the  greateft  part  of  them.  They  are,  in  general,  very  indifferent 
workmen,  and  much  addided  to  drunkennefs.  In  time  they  will  be 
fuperfeded  by  more  valuable  men ;  and  American  families,  of  a  better 
defcription,  will  fettle  here :  for  thofe,  who  refide  at  prefent  at  Afy- 
lum, are  fcarccly  worth  keeping,  v.:  t 

One  of  the  greateft  impediments  to  the  profperity  of  this  fettlement 
will  probably  arife  from  the  prejudices  of  fome  Frenchmen  again  ft 
the  Americans,  unlefs  felf-intereft  and  reafon  fhould  prove  the  means 
of  removing  them.  Thefe  are  frequently  manifefted  with  that  incon- 
iiderate  levity,  with  which  Frenchmen,  in  general,  decide  on  things 
and  perfons  of  the  greateft  moment ;  fome  of  them  vauntingly  de- 
clare, that  they  will  never  learu  the  language  of  the  country,  or  en- 
ter into  converfation  with  an  American.  Whether  particular  fadts 
and  occurrences  can  juftify  this  prejudice,  in  regard  to  individuals^  I  will 
not  affirm  ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  they  can  never  juftify  it  in  the  lati- 
tude of  z  general  opinion.  A  conduct  founded  on  fuch  prejudices  would 
prove  extremely  hurtful  to  the  interefts  of  the  colony  ;  the  progrefs  of 
which  has  been  already  retarded  by  fo  many  unavoidable  obftacles,  that 
there  certainly  is  no  occafion  to  create  new  ones,  by  purpofely  exciting 
the  auimofity  of  a  people,  among  whom  the  colony  has  been  formed, 
and  who,  in  the  judgment  of  every  impartial  man,  muft  be  conlidered 
as  in  a  ftate  of  lefs  degeneracy  than  many  European  nations. 

The  real  farmers,  who  refide  at  Afylum,  live,  upon  the  whole, 
on  very  good  terms  with  each  other ;  being  duly  fenfible,  that  har- 
mony is  requifite,  to  render  their  (ituation  comfortable  and  happy.  They 
pofTefs  no  confiderable  property,  and  their  way  of  life  is  limple.  Mr. 
Talon  lives  in  a  manner  fomewhat  more  fplendid,  as  he  is  obliged  to 
maintain  a  number  of  perfons,  to  whom  his  afliftance  was  indifpenfable. 
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It  is  to  be  wiflied  and  hoped,  that  the  whole  fettlement  may  prove 
ultimately  fuccefsful.  A  more  convenient  fpot  might,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  chofen.  But  not  to  mention,  that  all  ex  pojl  faSio  judgments  are 
unfair,  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  colony  appears  fo  advantageous,  as 
to  warrant  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs.  Indudrious  families, 
however,  without  whom  no  fettlement  can  profper,  muft  be  invited  to 
it;  for  it  muft  be  confidered,  that,  however  poliflied  its  prefent  inhabi- 
tants maybe,  the  gentleman  cannot  fo  eafily  difpenfe  with  the  afliftance 
of  the  artift  and  the  hufbandman,  as  thefe  can  with  that  of  the  gentle- 
man. 

A  fpeedy  adjuftment  of  the  prefent  differences  between  Connedlicut 
and  Pennfylvania,  with  refpe£t  to  the  eftates  contiguous  to  the  lands  of 
Afylum,  would  alfo  prove  a  defirable  and  fortunate  circumftancc  for 
this  colony.  None  but  perfons  of  indifferent  chara6ler  arc  wilUng  to 
fettle  on  ground,  the  title  to  which  remains  a  matter  of  difpute.  Even 
the  fmall  number  of  colonifts  we  found  between  Wilkfbarre  and  Tio- 
ga are  by  no  means  praife worthy  in  their  morals  ;  and  they  are  poor, 
lazy,  drunken,  quarrelfome,  and  extremely  negligent  in  the  culture  of 
their  lands.  The  valuable  emigrants  from  New-England,  from  the 
eaftern  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah,  who  fliould  be  encouraged  to  fet- 
tle here,  will  certainly  not  make  their  appearance,  till  they  can  be  fure 
of  cultivating  their  land  without  oppofition,  and  of  retaining  the  un- 
difturbed  polfefHon  of  their  eftates.  It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  the  company  of  Afylum,  that  this  weighty  bufinefs 
ihould  be  fpeedily  and  finally  adjufted.  When  that  is  accomplifhed, 
the  company  will  doubtlefs  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  advertifing 
the  whole  million  of  acres ;  they  will  endeavour  to  combine  feparate 
eftates  with  each  other,  'by  purchaling  the  intervening  lands  ;  they 
will  make  public  their  right  of  property,  purfue  a  well  concerted  ge- 
neral plan,  execute  it  with  the  requilite  care  and  difpatch,  and  make 
the  neceflary  facrifices.  They  will  perceive  how  advantageous  and  im- 
portant it  is,  to  place  Afylum,  as  it  were,  in  full  activity,  by  conftrudt- 
ing  the  roads  already  projeded  and  commenced,  by  cftablifhing  a 
fchool,  by  inviting  induftrious  fettlers,  and  by  endeavouring  to  me- 
liorate 
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liorate  thebreeds  of  horfes  and  cattle  :  in  (hort,  by  encouraging  ufeful 
eftabllfhments  of  every  kind.  A  few  hundreds  of  dollars,  laid  out  here 
properly,  would  produce  the  mod  confiderable  and  lafting  improvements. 
In  fuch  cafes,  however,  it  is  requifite  to  calculate  well,  that  we  may 
expend  judicioufly.  By  prudent  and  liberal  meafures,  the  profperity  of 
this  French  colony,  and  coiifequently  of  the  company,  would  be  eflen- 
tially  infured  and  promoted.  And  when  this  fettlement  fhall  have 
once  ripened  into  a  flourifhing  (late,  it  will  ferve  to  conneft  the  coun- 
try, which  is  already  cultivated  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  above  and 
below  Alylum,  and  thus  prove  a  fource  of  animation  to  this  intereft- 
ing  part  of  Pennfylvania.  But  unlefs  a<flive  and  judicious  meafuies  be 
purfued,  Afylum  will  uievitably  fufFer  from  the  partial  inconveniences, 
which  attend  its  fituation,  and  from  the  errors  committed  in  the  firft 
formation  of  this  colony  ;  and  inftead  of  attaining  to  the  wifhed  for  prof- 
perity, it  muft,  on  the  contrary,  find  its  decline,  if  not  downfai,  in 
the  very  nature  of  its  eftablifhment. 

Every  thing  in  this  fettlement,  at  prefent,  appears  in  a  precarious 
.condition.     The  price  of  provifion  depends  on  a  variety  of  flu6luating 
circumftances.     By  the  aftivity  and  prudence  of  certain  individuals  the 
town  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  grain  and  meat,  and  this  honeft  eco- 
nomy keeps  provifion  at  a  moderate  price.     But  men  of  a  lefs  liberal 
way  of  thinking  have  it  alfo  in  their  power  to  occafion  fcarcity  of  the 
-  firft  neceffaries  of  life,   and  raife  their  price  to  a  rate  beyond   all   pro- 
j^^portion  to  that  of  other  commodities.     The  information,  which  I  have 
•been  able  to  collect,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  agriculture,  however  accu- 
.  rate  at  the  prefent  moment,  can  hardly  be  thought  fufficient  for  the  di- 
•^  reftion  of  a  planter,   who  Ihould  incline  to  fettle  here  ;  I  ftiall,  how- 
'  ever,  lay  it  before  my  readers,  fuch  as  it  is.  '*' 

The  land  behind  the  town  is  tolerably  good  ;  but  that  on  the  banks 
■  of  the  river  confifts  of  excellent  meadows,  laid  out  by  fiimilies,  who  fet- 
tled here,  before  the  prefent  colonifts,  producing  very  good  hay,  pretty 
r  confiderable  in  quantity,  and  they  are  capable  of  ftill  farther  improve- 
'jment.    The  foil  of  Loyalfock  is,  in  general,  excellent.     Many  trees 
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grow  there,  which  evince  its  goodnefs,  fuch  as,  the  white  Virginian 
wahiut-tree,  white  oak,  plane-tree,  fugar-m:iple  and  hemlock-fir.  It  is 
a  circumftance  worthy  of  notice,  that  half-way  between  Loyalfock  and 
A/ylum,  common  oak,  which  in  the  fields  about  the  latter  place  is  found 
in  abundance,  becomes  at  once  fo  fcarce,  that  not  two  hundred  oak  trees 
grow  in  the  whole  diftridl  of  Loyalfock,  which  contains  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  acres.  The  price  of  the  company's  land  is  at  prefent  two 
dollars  and  half  per  acre  ;  very  little  however  is  fold.  That  of  the  town 
of  Afylum  fetches  little  more  ;  although  there  is  little  doubt,  that  the 
price  will  rife  gradually  to  ten  dollars.  The  land  contiguous  to  Aiy- 
lum,  which  does  not  belong  to  the  company,  being  at  prefent  in  an 
unfettled  ftate  with  refpe£l  to  the  right  of  property,  this  circumftance 
renders  it  a  very  undcfnable  pofieffion  for  luch  fettlcrs,  as  do  not  wifti 
to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  fubfequent  litigations,  and  con- 
quently  to  being  difpofTefled  of  their  purchafes.  Hitherto  the  grain  ap- 
pears to  have  fufFered  but  little  f.-om  the  Heffian  fly  and  from  blights.  The 
winter  lafts  here  from  four  months  and  half  to  five  months.  Agriculture 
however  has  hitherto  advanced  fo  flowly,  that  the  cattle  fuffer  mucli 
during  that  feafon  from  want  of  fodder.  They  are,  for  the  moft  part,, 
fed  with  turnips,  gourds,  and  ftraw  of  Indian  corn.  Both  oxen  and 
cows  are  of  a  very  indifFerent  fort,  as  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  breed  of  cattle  brought  hither  by  the  fettlers.  Both  feed-time  and 
harveft  take  place  here  about  a  fortnight  later  than  in  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia.  The  land  yields  about  fifteen  or  twenty  bufhels  of 
wheat,  fixty  bulhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  three  tuns  of  hay  per  acre.. 
The  foil  feems  naturally  better  adapted  for  meadows  than  for  corn  land ; 
but  from  the  little  trouble  attending  the  driving  of  the  cattle  into  the  fo- 
reft,  the  produce  in  corn  is  rather  apparently  great  than  fo  in  fa<fl.  In 
ploughing  they  generally  employ  oxen,  which,  it  fliould  be  obferved, 
are  not  fubjedl;  to  any  particular  difeafe.  They  are  at  times  driven  to 
Philadelphia;  and  the  country  people  frequently  ad:  here  with  fo  little 
judgment,  as  even  to  fend  them  two  hundred  miles  ofl^,  when  they 
might  obtain  much  better  prices^  and  even  ready  money,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood* 
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bourliood.  The  bullocks,  which  are  confumed  in  Afylum,  are  gene- 
rally brought  from  the  biick  fettlements,  but  it  is  frequently  found  ne- 
ceflary,  to  fend  thither  for  them.  They  are  generally  plentiful  :  the 
uncommon  duration  of  the  laft  winter,  however,  proved  fo  de- 
ftrudlive  to  the  cattle,  that  few  are  now  to  be  feen,  and  a  great 
fcarcity  of  beef  prevails  at  Afylum,  as  well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
America. 

The  grain,  which  is  not  confumed  in  Afylum,  finds  a  market  in 
Wijkfbarre,  and  is  tranfported  thit.^'^r  on  the  river.     In  the  fame  man- 
ner all  kinds  of  merchandize  are  conveyed  from  Philadelphia  to  Afy- 
lum.    They  are  carried  in  waggons  as  far  as  Harrifljurg,  and  thence 
fent  in  barges  up  the  river.     The  freight  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to 
two  dollars  per  cwt.     The  fait  comes  from  the  falt-houfes  at  Geneffee, 
on  the  lake  of  Ontario.     Flax  is  produced  in  the  country  about  Afy- 
lum ;  and  the  foil  is  very  fit  for  producing  crops  of  that  commodity. 
Maple- fugar  is  made  here  in  great  abundance.     Each  tree  is  com- 
puted to  yield,  upon  an  average,  from  two  pounds  and  half  to  three 
a  year.     MelafTes  and   vinegar  are   alfo  prepared  here.     I  have  feen 
Meffrs.  De  Vilaine  and  Dandelot  make  fugar  in  this  place,  which 
much  furpafles  any  of  the  fame  kind,   that  has  hitherto  come  under 
my  obfervation.     A  confiderable  quantity  of  tar  is  alfo  made,  and  fold 
for  four  dollars  per  barrel,  containing  thirty-two  gallons.    Day-labourers 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  (hillings  a  day.     Mr.   de  Montule   em- 
ploys workmen  from  the  eaftern  branch  of  the  river,  to  clear  his  land  ; 
to  thefe  he  pays  half  a  dollar  a   day,  befides  allowing  them    their 
viduals  ;  the  overfeer  receives  a  dollar  and  a  third  per  day  ;  thefe  peo- 
ple turn  out   to  be  very  good  workmen.     They  are  eafily  procured, 
when  employment  is  enfured  to  them  for  any  length   of  time ;  but 
otherwife,  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  them.  The  manufadlure  of  pot- 
afhes  has  alfo  been  commenced  at  Afylum ;  and  it  is  in  contemplation 
to  attempt  the  brewing  of  malt-liquor.    A  corn-mill  and  a  faw-mill  are 
-building  on  the  Loyalfock. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  Iketch  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  interefting 

fettlement, 
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fettletnetit,  which,  even  a  twelvemonth  hence,  will  no  longer  retain 
its  prefent  features.  To  judge  from  the  actual  condition  of  the  pro- 
bable progrefs  and  duration  of  this  infant  colony,  it  mud  either  rife 
or  fall  rapidly.  It  li  to  >be  hoped,  that  the  wantr  of  fimilarity  to  the 
original  in  my  defcriptiony  which  may  be  obfervable  next  year  in  the 
colony,  will  arife  from  its  rapid  prbgrefs  towards  maturity ;  and  this 
hope  is  grounded  on  probable  appearance^.    ,  rro^M  tl'Aii'u'ln  i*j> ;';  .r-^-fJir 

irfjftlij.lt  '.iUm^il  fios  :  Tu(/ciqy,  tlie  2d  of  June,  ..^..^j,  ovvi>^^.f>-,  .-fnrj- / 
'!■  On  our  arrival  at  Afylum,  it  was  not  our  intention  to  have  flopped 
more  than  four  days  in  that  place.  But  the  pleafure  of  meeting  with 
Mr.  and  Madame  de  Blacons,  a  deflie  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  colony^  as  well  as  of  its  profpefts  of  future 
improvmient;  and  the  cbrdial  reception  we  experienced  from  all.  its  in- 
habitants, induced  us  to  add  four  days  to  our  f^Ay  ;  anc),  in  the  whole, 
we  (lopped  twelve  days.  On  Tuefday,  the  2d;of  June,  we  at  length 
took  our  departure.  MelTrs.  De  Blacons  pnd  Du  Petit  Thouars  joined  our 
caravan ';  the  latter,  who r travelled  on  ibot,  h^d  fet  out  the  preced- 
ing evening.  The  road  fronni  Afylum  to  Tioga  leads,  like  the  reft, 
through  continued  woods.  We  {/referred  that  on  the  right  bank  ;  as  we 
ihould  then  he  obliged  to  crofs  the  river  only  once.  The  road  is  in  fome 
places  excefRvely  tniry  and  ftony,  although  in  others  it  is  very  good. 
On  the  whole  it  maybe  called  tolerable,  yet  it  is,  often  difficult  to  be 
found.  It  affords  but  few  flriking  profpedtls.  The  Sufquehannah,  which 
we  met  with  but  once,  during  our  whole  journey,  flows  conflantly 
between  two  chains  of  mountains,  which  feem  to  encroach  upon  its 
channel,  but  from  time  to  time  open  into  vallies  more  or  lefs  deep, 
but  never  very  extenfive.  <i  :jn  ^un  a  u  rrK     t  s^rr-ii  CK^^Vf 

We  flopped  at  Solomon  TeasV*s,  to  refl  our  horfes.  Thi?  planter 
occupies  an  efbte  of  five  hundred  acres,  only  thirty  of  which  are  yet 
cleared,  and  which  belongs  to  the  village  of  Old  Shefhequen.  Its 
owner  arrived  here  about  five  years  agd,  from  the  county  of  Orange, 
in  the  flace  of  New  York ;  but  he  now  intends  to  fettle  in  Geneffec  ; 
,w....  ,  O  and. 
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9n6i  eonfequently,  wiflies  to  difpofe  of  his  plantation,  which  he  hold^ 
frohi  the  (late  of  Conne6ticut ;  the  price  he  demands  is  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  that  is  to  fsly,  about  ten  dollars  and  three* 
fcmi'ths  per  acre.  Another  landholder,  at  whofe  houie  we  flopped  to 
procure  directions  about  the* road,  intimated  to  us  a  fimilar  defign,  as  he 
ihiflook  us  for  land>jobb6rs4  His  plantation  confided  of  three  hundred 
acres,  fixty  of  which  were  cleared,  with  a  cbi*n  and  a  faw^mill ;  whichi 
he  eftimated  at  one  thoufand  three  hundred  dollars.  He  afked  for  the 
whole  eflate  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars,  which  is  tantamount  to 
eight  dollars  and  half  per  acre.  The  flate  of  agdculture  is  no  better 
her^  than  in  the  other  parts  of  PennfylVania,  and  even  worfe  than  ia 
x^ahy  of  them,  all  the  plantations  being  yet  in  that  infant  flate,  where 
thid  foil  yields  rich  <Srt)ps  without  cultivation.  The  fettlers  too  are 
doubtfVil  whether  their  rights  to  their  pofTeflions  will  be  confirmed, 
hkVt  much  bufifiefs  Upon  their  hands^  and  are  in  general  little  able  to 
advfthce  money  for  the  iMprovement  of  their  lands,  fo  that  they  hardly 
givd  tbemfelves  the  trouble  even  to  plough  up- thfe  ground.  For  this 
pt!r]i»ofe  they  make  ufe  of  oxen,  the  lidtediutn  price  of  a  yoke  of  which 
itfeVehty  dollars.  Wheit  corftrftonly  fells  for  one  dollar  a  bufhel,  rye 
for  four  fhillings,  and  oats  from  two  fhillings  and  ftx^pence  to  three 
ihillihgs.  There  are  two  fchools  in  the  neighbouring  country,  which 
are  both  kept  by  women,  who  ttzth  ni^edk- work  and  reading.  To  learn 
to  rfeid  lis,  therefore,  the  only  inftfuftten,  "trhich  boys  can  obtain  hereof 
Thefe  fchools  are  maintained  foldy  by  the  ffee  of  five  (hillings  a  quar- 
ter paid  by  eatih  fchokr.  They  lare  evidently  infufficieut,  yet  they  are 
^hoOls  ;  and  thefe  arc  yet  very  rarfe  in  Petwfylyania.     i-^  «  «.♦  j.-v  ^  j^ 

No  place  has  been  hitherto  ffet  apart  here  for  religious  worfhip.  Theyy 
who  defire  to  perform  this,  afTemble  in  private  houfes,  and  engage  a. 
preacher  for  a  yearly  ifaliaPy^  V^hith,  however,  is  very  itnali.  f\anailie& 
of  methodifts  conflit\itfc  the  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants..     >'>a{f»^*-»^ 

^n  the  other  fide  of  the  rivet  ilands  New  Shefhequen,  a  fmall 
nieat  toWn,  containing  about  twelve  houfes,  which  are  buiU  cither  of 
rou'gh  logs  or  boards.  It  is  ieated  iii  a  very  pkia^t  plain.  The 
♦«3*  O  juflice 
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juftioeoftbcpMce,  the  furgeon,  aad  ihc  pallor  of  the  nfiighhf>mi}g 
eountry,  refide  in  this  place.  It  contains  ihops^  in  (hort  »U  th.ofe  tliiingf 
^bich  are  found  oiiiy  in  a  principal  town,      w  3vj    ir>  ?£»lJV1]lik»:>^K.•> .^-^i 
^  The  road  from  Old  Shclhequea  to  Tioga,  which  had  been  rf  prer 
fented  to  us  as  a  very  bad  one,  proved,  on.  the  contrary,  very  goQd^ 
Here  the  farm-houfes  lie  clofer  to  each  jother.     Near  Tioga,  tihe 
river  <xf  the  fame  name  difcharges  itfdif  into  the  Sufquehannah.     Th? 
fite  of  the  town,  or  rather  of  the  eigkt  or  ten  houies  wh^ich  are  fo 
called,  is  about  two  miles  diftant  from  the  conflvience  of  the  two 
rivers,  and  very  pleafant.     The  mountains,   which  form   the  ban|c<8 
of  the  Sufquehannah,  do  not  lie  fo  clofe  together,  as  in  any  other  part 
of  its  courfe  that  we  have  yet  feen.    The  country  behind  Tioga  de- 
fcends  into  a  (Jain  of  upwards  of  three  miles  in  extent.     The  ibtl  is 
good ;  and,  from  the  Situation  of  the  town,  it  is  likely  to  acquire  fona^ 
importance  in  Jtime,  when  the  la^nd  on  .both  fides  .of  the  river  (hall  becQiQe 
cultivated  and  populous.  There  is  not  one  fpring,  however,  to  be  foy^ 
either  on  the  fpot  where  the  town  flandfi,  f)t  w.  its  vicinity,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  are  obliged  either  to  fink  wells,  ,or  to  fetch  water  £icQm  itbe 
4'iver  ;  and,  in  either  caiie,  the  water  is;far  frQia  being  good.  Tbeiprice 
of  land,  in  the  neighboui^ood  of  tthetown,  is  eight  dollars  per  ficre» 
when,   out  of  three  hundred  acres;  toithe  ptroporciou  lOf  fifty  or  'fifttf 
are  already  cleared  of  wood.     The  town-ihares  ^re  fixteen  ys^rds  in 
breadth  by  fifty   in  depth,   and  coil  twenty  ,doUars.     The  iprice  of 
wheat  is  feven  ihillings  and  fix-pence  per  buihel,  sye  ifells  ipr  fvx  fil- 
lings.a  bu(hel,   and  oats  from  three  to  four  killings.     Sonve  vqni^pn 
excepted,  which  at  times  comes  to  market,  no  freih  meat  has  {been  feen 
at  Tioga  fince  laft  autumn.     The  merchants  of  the  place  eaijry.on^n 
inconfiderable  trade  in  hemp,  which  they  get  from  the  upper  parU 
of  the  river,  and  fend  to  Philadelphia  by  Middle  Town.    We  wei;e, in- 
formed, that  the  (hops  at  Afylvim  prove  very  hurtful  to  the  tra^e  of 
Tioga,  a  complaint  which  gave  our  fellow -traveller,    who  keepjs  a 
ihop  in  Afylum,  no  fmall  fatisfa'dion.       ui-  t^r^t^ti^mu-^fwutnti   «^t -sji 
'Lafi:  year  there  were  three  inns  ki  Tioga,  but, at. thi^;tinAe»iit  icph- 
-■  ^  O  2  taina 
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tains  but  one ;  we  found  it  crovvided , with  travellers  from  the  Jerfeyr, 
Pennfylvaniavand  I^ew  Yprkj  wrbd  interidedtojtettlc  oil  the  lakesi  Af^ 
ter  a  fcanty  fupper,  wc  wcrcall  cMliged:  to  take  up  with  two  beds ; 
more  were  not  to  be  obtained  on  any  terois.  The  flieets,  which  I  had 
already  fervcd  three  or  four  bther  travdlirs^  were,-  according  to- .the 
landlady's  account,  very  clean;  and  foindceclU  hey  are  called,  in  all  the 
American  inns,  when  they  are  in  faA  totally  Untie  for  ufc.  Yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  enjoyed  the  fpecial  favour  of  being  permitted  to  lie  down 
in  boots,  as  thofe  of  our  party  really  did,  who,  like  myfelf,  preferred 
taking  their  repofe  on  the  ground,  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket.',  n  ^^^\ym 
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Our  company  contifted,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  of  four  perfons, 
one  of  whom  (Mr.  du  Petit  Thouars)  travelled  on  foot,  but  whom  we 
had  promifed  to  relieve  occafionaily  by  walking  in  rotation  part  of  the 
way.  .  ^ii'*/ Oti  ,muim  3 no  Jon  ;;  ij'ulV  .h^nluf  n-^  iwti'U^W'^itHtn 

•  '-Near  Tioga  we  turned  from  the  river  Sufquehannah,  along  the 
banks  of  which  we  had  travelled  near  two  hundred  iaiid  fifty  miles,  and 
yet  the  fource  of  that  branch  which  we  quitted  is  diifiant  two  hundred 
-miles  ilill' farther  inland ;  it  rifes  near  the  Mohawk's  river.    The  Suf- 
quehannah, throughout  its  courfe,  ferves  to  open  up  an  exteuiive  coun- 
try of  rich  fertile  foil,  arid  which  is  likely  to  acquire  an  increaftng 
importance  from   its  navigation,-  that  i  extends  as  far- as  to  the  Che- 
fapeak.     It  is  an  unfavourable  circuniftance,  however,;  that  its  courie 
is  fb  frequeritly  broken  by  rapids,  which,   even  at  high  water,  cart- 
not  be  palled  without  danger  I  fby  rmalrl  vefTels^  :  'It  vis  .in  Cuch  fmall 
'Veffels,or  on  rafts,  conf^ruAed  of  trunkl  of  trees  coveted  with  boards, 
that  cargoes  of  provifion,  &c.,'  areat  prefent  ttanfported.     Thefe  rafts, 
which  draw  but  little  water  in  pcopcjiitioo.ta  the,  breadth  and  extent  of 
their  furface,  are  moftly  laden  .with  prov'ifion  for  the  lower  country. 
'The  riavigation.of  thefe' raftii  and  vcflcls.  is  fometimes  impeded  by  ob- 
flacles   infurmountable  ;   they  are  many  titties  fhatter.ed  from  being 
'  daihed  on  'the  banks  or  ihalldws,  and  often  beaten  entirely  to  pieces. 
•'"'^  ■.  U  The 
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.The  number  of  men,  and  cfpecially  of  vcffels,  thus  wrecked  and  loft, 
is  very  conftderable.  ^^.ti^y^,  >^»%iji  .■     ^.i^junftv 

At  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  Tioga,  the  ftatc  of  Pennfylvania 
borders  upon  New  York,  and  here  begins  a  new  ftandard  of  coinage. 
A  dollar,  ^vhich  in  Pennlylvania  is  worth  only  feven  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence,  is  here,  with  greater  convenience  and  propriety,  divided  into 
eigiU  (hillings.  ,,»^ 

Near  the  confines  of  Pennfylvania  a  mountain  rifes  from  the  bank 
of  the  river  Tioga,  in  the  (hape  of  a  fugar-loaf,  upon  which  are  {een 
the  remains  of  fome  entrenchments  ;  thefe  the  inhabitants  call  the 
Spanijh  rampart^  but  I  rather  judge  them  to  have  been  thrown  up 
agamll:  the  IiKiiaEis  in  the  times  of  Mr.  de  Nouville.  One  perpendicu- 
lar breaft-work  is  yet  remauiing,  which,  though  covered  over  with 
grafs  and  buihes,  plainly  indicates,  that  a  parapet  and  a  ditch  have  been 
conftruded  here. 

We  {lopped  to  breakAift  about  ten  miles  from  Tioga,  at  the  houfe  of 
one  Mr.  Warren,  a  landholder,  who  fettled  here  four  years  ago.  His) 
eftate  along  the  river  conllfts  of  three  hundred  and  feventy  acres  of 
land,  fifty  of  which  only  are  cleared ;  the  reft  are  ftony,  hilly,  and 
poor.  The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar,  oats  three  fliillings  and  fix 
pence,  and  rye  five  fliillings  per  buihel.  The  cultivated  land  lies 
moftly  in  grafs.  Thefe  meadows,  which  are  fown  with  timothy-grafs, 
and  white  clover,  are  ufed  as  fuch  for  three  or  four  years.  They  are 
then  broken  up,  fov/n  with  wheat,  and  ufed  again  as  grafs  land. 
Mr.  Warren,  it  feems,  never  fows  oats  among  the  clover.  His  flock 
appeared  to  be  in  very  good  order  ;  the  Iheep  were  tolerably  good  ;  at 
the  (hearing  time  the  wool  weighs  from  four  to  five  pounds  a  fleece ; 
its  medium  price  is  four  (liillings  per  pound.     This  planter,  only  three 

.  years  ago,  paid  nine  hundred  dollars  for  this  eftate,  and  he  now  aiks 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  for  it. 

There  is  no  fchool  kept  in  the  neighbouring  country,  except  in  the 

.winter  months,  when  every  fcholar  pays  a  dollar  per  quarter. 

^^f.  The  road  from  Tioga  to  Painted  Poft  lies  for  the  moft  part  along 

ori  the 


m 


ini 


1 1 .» j'l/ 


TRAVSIS  IN  IfOltTH  A'MBRfCA, 


the  bank  of  the  river  Tioga,  which  is  here  about  as  broad  ait  the  mouth 
of  the  Oife.  Its  water  is  very  clear.  The  ftrcam  is  rapid,  and  the 
country  in  general,  through  which  it  flows,  is  more  open  and  pleafant 
than  that  watered  by  the  Sufquehannah. 

We  dined  at  New  Town,  which  has  not  been  built  njore  than  (even 
years,  and  is  Htuate  on  the  banks  of  the  Tioga.  Before  the  building  of 
this  town  the  Indians  were  in  pofllflion  of  the  territory.  This  place 
is,  at  prefent,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  diftridl  of 
New  Town  contains  twenty  thoufand  acres  of  land,  fold  originally 
for  eighteen  pence  the  acre,  which  now  fells  for  five  or  fix  dol- 
lars, and  in  feme  places  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-fix  dollars. 
The  foil  near  the  river  is  remarkably  good.  The  plain  in  which 
New  Town  ftands  is  large,  and  covered  with  meadows.  In  the  other 
parts  of  the  twenty  thoufand  acres  but  very  little  wood  has  hitherto 
been  cut  down,  although  we  were  afTured,  that  new  fettlers  are  conti- 
nually pouring  in.  The  whole  town  confids  of  about  fifteen  houfes, 
(noft  of  them  being  either  inns  or  (hops.  '*  ^  *'  '  ■♦"  •'  *--'  -**"  • 
"^  In  New  Town  we  met  with  Colonel  St  arret,  and  wc  accompa- 
nied him  to  his  own  houfe,  which  is  eight  miles  diftant  from  the  town. 
He  is  an  Irishman  by  birth,  but  has  been  for  many  years  a  refident  of 
America ;  he  has  a  plantation  of  about  thirteen  hundred  acres,  only 
one  hundred  of  which  have  been  hitherto  rendered  fit  for  cultivation. 
Six  hundred  were  cleared  of  wood  by  the  Indians,  who  quitted  this 
part  of  the  country  only  five  years  ago.  He  has  lived  here  feven  years, 
during  two  of  which  he  was  entirely  furrounded  with  Indians ;  he  af- 
fured  us,  however,  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  them  as  neigh- 
bours. The  Indians  burn  the  trees  down  to  the  flumps,  when  they 
clear  any  ground  ;  but  although  the  former  are  thereby  deftroyed,  the 
ftumps  which  remain  muft  be  rooted  out,  before  the  foil  can  be  culti- 
vated. The  Coloners  eftate  is  apparently  under  good  management. 
*He  aflured  us,  that  his  land  is  much  fuperior  to  any  in  the  neighbour- 
hood; that  it  yields  forty  bufh^ls  of  wheat,  and  as  much  Indian  corn 
^tnnually ;  and  that  his  meadows  produce  two  tuns  of  hay  per  acre. 

He 
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He  ploughs  with  oxen,  which  are  of  a  very  good  fort.  According  to 
his  account,  he  ploughs  deeper  than  we  have  obfcrvcd  any  where  clie 
in  America,  making  ufe  of  ploughs  of  various  conflrudions.  lie 
keeps  no  (heep,  on  account  of  the  wolves,  which  are  faid  to  be  very 
numerous  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  having  been  but  lately  cleared. 
He  has  a  beautiful  breed  of  cows,  and  a  Hne  looking  young  bull,  pro- 
duced from  a  cow,  which  he  bought  of  'Squire  Wallis,  on  the  eaf- 
tern  arm  of  the  Sufquchannah  ;  it  is  of  the  Englifh  breed.  The  cowt 
big  with  calf,  cod  him  thirty-two  dollars  ;  he  rears  his  calves,  and 
does  not  fell  them.  The  winter  commonly  lafls  here  fix  months  ; 
during  which  time  his  cows  and  oxen  are  kept  in  the  Aable.  He  de- 
potits  his  turnips,  which  he  gathers  in  autumn,  under  ground,  and 
feeds  his  cattle  with  them,  as  well  as  with  Indian  corn  and  hay.  ,,,  / 
The  price  of  wheat  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  one  dollar,  rye 
five  (hillings,  and  oats  three  (hillings  per  bu(hel.  It  is  ditHcult  to  pro- 
cure workmen  hereabouts.  Mr.  Starret  pays  them  after  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  per  day,  excluiive  of  victuals.  He  has  two  diftilleries,  one  upoa 
the  cftate,  and  another  in  New  Town ;  in  both  together  he  diftiU 
about  two  thoufand  gallons  of  whi(ky  in  a  year.  Mr.  Starret  a(rured 
us,  that  a  bu(hel  of  rye  yields,  in  his  diftilleries,  only  from  two  to  twa 
gallons  and  a  half  of  whi(ky  ;  and  that  the  fpirit  is  not  good,  if  a  lar- 
ger quantity  be  diftilled  from  a  bulhel.  He  fells  his  whiflcy  for  one 
dollar  per  gallon,  while,  according  to  the  beft  information  wc  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  colleft,  whilky,  three  gallons  of  which  are  ob- 
tained from  a  bulhel,  cofts  but  five  (hillings.  From  what  wc  have 
lince  heard  of  this  planter,  it  is  probable,  that  his  account  is  greatly  ex- 
aggerated, for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  higher  price  for  his  whilky. 
The  workmen,  employed  in  his  diftillcries,  receive  one  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars /^r  annum.  The  Colonel  told  us,  that  he  propofed  to  fell 
his  eftate ;  that  he  has  refufed  ten  thoufand  dollars  for  it,  and  that  he 
means  to  refide  for  the  future  in  New  Town  ;  he  hinted,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  is  very  rich.  The  fame  evening  we  learned  from  *Squire 
Mac  Cormick,  that  this  pretended  Colonel  is  an  impoilor;  that  he 
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piirchafcd  his  eftate,  which  he  told  us  he  had  bought  from  the  ftatc  of 
New  York  for  eighteen  pence  per  acre,  of  a  private  gentleman,  at  the 
rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  ;  that  he  has  not  yet  paid  the  purchafe  mo- 
ney ;  and  that  he  will  probably  be  compelled  to  quit  the  eftate,  unlefs 
he  finds  means  to  difcharge  the  debt  within  the  (hort  time  ftill  allowed 
him.  This  man,  who  to  all  appearance  was  fo  free-hearted  and  kind, 
is,  at  the  bottom,  a  mere  fwindler;  or,  at  leaft,  he  fuppofed  we  had  a 
defign  to  piwchafe  land,  and  wifhed  to  fell  us  fomc  at  an  exorbitant 
price. 

*3quire  Mac  Cornick,  with  whom  we  took  up  our  quarters  for  the 

'  tirght,  is  a  farmer,  and  keeps,  at  the  fame  time,  an  inn,  but  one  of 
that  defcription,  which  affords  neither  hay  for  horfes,  nor  food  for  tra-t 
vellers,  and  fcarcely  even  a  bed.     The  horfes  were  turned  out  on  the 

f  grafs.     Our  fupper  confifted  of  rufty  bacon  and  coffee  ;  and  we  were 
all  four  obliged  to  fleep  in  two  beds,   which  belonged  to  the  family. 
The  flieets  had  already  ferved  them  fome  time,  and  it  appears  were  to 
ferve  them  ftill  longer.     Mr.  de  Blacons  and  myfelf  took  pofTeflion  of 
that  of  the  landlord.     Though  completely  dreffed,  we  could  not  lie 

n  down  without  extreme  reludlance  ;  our  wearinefs,  however,  overcame 
our  double  averfion  to  fleep  together,  and  between  fuch  ftieets. 

Supper-time  was,  as  ufual,  fpent  in  mutual  enquiries.     We  learned, 

'  that  *Squire  Mac  Cornick  purchafed  his  eftate,  four  years  ago,  of  MeflTrs. 
PHiLiPand  GoRUM  for  ten  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  acre ;  that  he  would 
not  fell  it  now  for  three  dollars;  that  he  poffefTes  about  three  thoufand 
acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  are  cultivated,  exclufive  of  forty 
others,  which  have  been  cleared  by  the  Indians.  His  land  yields  about 
thirty  bufhels  of  wheat,  fifty  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  four  hundred 
buftiels  of  potatoes,  per  acre.     He  keeps  about  forty  or  fifty  (hcep,  of 

,  a  middling  fort,  and  but  common  wool.  He  appears  duly  feiifible  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  good  flock,  and  accordingly  he 
values  them  higher,  than  any  American  that  has  hitherto  fallen  within 
my  obfervation.     He  keeps  twenty-three  cows,  which  look  tolerably 

•  well,  a  bull  of  a  very  indifferent  breed,  and  two  yokes  of  very  fine 
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oxen ;  he  has  refufed  one  hundred  dollars  for  a  yoke.     The  wolves 
have  already  deftroyed  fomc  of  his  (heep.     To  prevent  a  repetition  of 
fuch  accidents,  he  now  keeps  fevcral  large  bull-dogs,  and  caufes  the 
flock  to  be  folded  every  night ;  neither  is  he  deterred,  by  the  damage 
he  has  fuftained,  from  increafing  the  number  of  his  fheep.     'Squire 
Mac-Cornick  has  lived  here  for  fo  (hort  a  time,  that,  though  a  very  in- 
telligent man,    he  could  not  ftate  with  any  degree  of   accuracy  the 
ufual  expences  of  houfe-keeping.    His  father  was  an  Irifhman  ;  but  he 
himfelf  was  born  in  Pennfylvania,  and  has  travelled  in  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Switzerland.     He   held,   at  lead  according  to 
his  own  account,  a  commidion  in  the  Etiglifh  fervice  ;  but  he  did  not 
name  the  regiment  in  which   he  ferved.     He  is  an  enter iiaining  man, 
who  appears  to  underftand  thoroughly  what  he  is  about ;  is  very  con- 
verfable,  civil,  and  modeft,  and  exprefles  himfelf  with  judgment,  and 
often  indeed  with  elegance.     He  feems  well  acquainted  with  the  laws 
and  interefts  of  his  country,  and  is  the  father  of  a  numerous  family, 
from  whofe  afliftance  in  his  labours  he  is  now  beginning  to  reap  fome 
advantage.   ^'^m*m^  -r.^,^    a--;t?r7  t»v<i> 

The  price  of  every  thing,  except  corn,  is  much  higher  here,  than  at 
Afylum,  Tioga,  or  even  Newtown,  chiefly  from  the  expenfivenefs 
of  carriage.  This  was  at  leaft  the  reafon  afligned  by  *Squire  Mac-Cor- 
nick for  the  high  amount  of  T  is  bill,  which  fcemcd  to  bear  no  kind  of 
proportion  to  the  compulfory  frugality  of  our  entertainment.       vtf.'L 

The  ftate  of  New  York  impofes  no  taxes,  to  defray  the  expences  of  its 
government :  property  is  taxed  only  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  county 
and  diftrift.  Neither  the  land,  which  is  ftill  covered  with  wood,  nor 
that  which  has  lately  been  cleared,  is  required  to  pay  any.  It  is  only 
the  land,  that  has  been  cultivated  for  a  confiderable  time,  that  is  liable  to 
taxation.  The  county  taxes  are  raifed  upon  horfes,  oxen,  in  fliort,  upon 
the  whole  live  ftockofthe  farm.  All  thefe  different  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty are  valued  by  overfeers.  and  taxed  by  afFeflbrs,  in  proportion  to 
the  pecuniary  demands  of  the  county.  Thefe  taxes,  of  which  I  (hall 
have  an  opportunity  hereafter  to  give  a  more  particular  accouiK,  are  all 
stftft     ■  p  .  ,  laid 
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Iciid  very  low.  'Squire  Mac-Cornick  paid  for  the  whole  of  his  taxes 
laft  year  only  four  dollars  and  a  half. 

The  laws  of  the  flate  of  New  York  have  eftabliflied  poor-rates  for 
fuch  diftrifts  as  coiktain  paupers  ;  but  there  are  very  few  of  that  defcrip- 
tioii  to  be  found  in  this  new  country.  The  habitation  of 'Squire  Mac- 
Cornick  appertains  to  the  county  of  Ontario ;  and  here  this  tax  is  railed, 
but  not  in  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  expeuce  of  building  prifons, 
fcflions-houfes,  &c.  is  defrayed  by  the  fubfcription  of  individuals.  The 
fchools  lie  at  confiderable  diftances  from  one  another,  and  are  kept  only 
in  wiatcf  ■;  their  charge  is  one  dollar  a  quarter  for  each  fcholar.  Read- 
ing and  writing  are  taught  in  the  fchools,  but  in  thefe  thinly  inhabited 
forefls  the  inflrudors  are,  in  general,  ignorant,  and  extremely  indoletit. 
No  church  has  yet  been  built  here ;  people  of  all  religious  perfiia- 
fio»s  live  in  this  country,  and  all  feem  to  be  little  folicitous  about  reli« 
giouB  matters,  whatever  be  the  particular  fe£t  to  which  they  belong.    ^*>' 

On  our  way  from  Newtown,  efpecially  between  Starret's  and  Mac- 
Cornick*s  habitations,  the  foil  is  good  ;  and,  where  it  is  not  yet  cleared, 
is  covered  with  oaks  and  fine  pines.  A  great  part  however  has  been 
cleared  by  the  Indians,  and  produces  excellent  grafs.    ^b  i<ysii«iK4*[Jri#-^'-* 

From  Mac-Cornick*s  houfe  to  Painted  Poft  the  foil  continues  the 
fame ;  but  the  dwellings  are  fb  thinly  fcattered,  that  you  may  travel 
twdve  miles  through  the  foreA,  without  finding  a  fingle  houfe.  The 
country,  being  flat,  is  expofed  to  inundation,  whenever  the  creeks  and 
the  river  Tioga  overflow.  In  the  month  of  December,  laftyear  (1794), 
the  water  rofe  to  an  unprecedented  height,  namely,  from  fifteen  to 
nineteen  feet  above  the  ufual  level.  Captain  Starber,  who  keeps  an 
inn  at  Painted  Poft,  reported  this  circumftance  to  nrie  as  an  unqueftion- 
aWe  faft.  He  could  eafily  meafure  the  rifing  of  the  water  in  his  welL 
This  extraordinary  inundation  fwept  away  a  great  number  offences.   *-^' 

Thurfday,  the  4th  of  June..    «  y^*  -sftm'tfin^^ 

We  breakfafted  at  Painted  Poft,  fix  miles  from  the  place  at  which  we 
had  paifed  the  night.    It  is  the  principal  town  of  the  diftriiSt,  and  de> 

;•'>•*■"     ■■'"■  '■     ''  "~  ■  '     't     '    -■''■'  -       ■'  '-•       "-*■ ''■■'■■■   rives 
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rives  its  name  from  a  po(l»  hewn  and  painted  by  the  Indians,  the  Aump 
of  which  is  yet  left  {landing.     The  firft  inhabitants  fettled  here  only 
four  years  ago.     The  whole  town  at  prefent  confifts  of  ten  or  twelve 
fmall  houfes.     The  land  here  has  alfo  been  parcelled  out  and  fold  by 
the  ftate  of  New  York.     The  foil  is  good,  cfpecially  near  the  town, 
where  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  dollars  are  the  common  price  for  an  acre. 
The  woods  are  full  of  rofe-buflics,  apple  and  plumb  trees,  and  hiU 
berries.     There  are  however  but  few  fugar-maple  trees.'   The  price  of 
this  fugar  at  the  beginning  of  laft  fpring  was  one  fhilling  per  pound. 
Wheat  fells  for  feven  (hillings  a  bufliel ;  Indian  corn  for  four  ;  oats, 
three ;    rye  for  eleven   Ihillings  and  fix-pence ;    and    hay   for  three 
pounds  a  tun ;    although  very  little  of  this  laft  article  is   fold,  and 
that  only  in  the  depth  of  winter.     A  cow  cofts  from  eighteen   to 
tvventy-five  dollars;  a  yc»I:e  of  oxen  feven ty- five  dollars ;  (heep  from 
iixteeii  to  twenty  ihillings,  and  wool  four   (hillings  a   pound.     La- 
bourers* wages  are  from  four  to  fix  (hillings  a  day,  and  ten  dollars 
a  month  without  vidluals.     Maid   fervants  earn   about  fix   (hillings 
a  week.     The  quantity. of  uncultivated  land  is  very  confiderable  ia 
thij  part  of  the  country,  though  numbers  of  emigrants,  as  wc  were 
told,  are  condantly  coming  from  all  parts  to  fettle  here.    On  our  jour* 
ney  from  Painted  Poft  to  Bath  we  met  feveral  families,  who  had  quitted 
their  former  habitations  in  queft  of  new  ones.    Thefe  tranfmigrations 
ar&  generally  removals  from  an  old  into  a  new  country.     The  attach* 
ment  to  local  property  is  yet  but  little  known  among  the  Americans. 
The  foil,  on  which  they  were  born,  nay  that  which  they  have  thcm- 
felvcs  rendered  fit  for  cultivation,  is  valued  by  them  little  more  thaa 
any  other.    Every  where  they  live  in  a  fimple  and  frugal  manner  ;  their 
friendly  connections  alfo  are  moftly  confined  to  their  own  families,  which 
move  about  with  them.     Every  where  they  can  procure  whiiky  and 
fait  pork.     They  even  experience  a  real  pleafure  in  clearing  tne  ground, 
and  rendering  it  fit  for  cultivation,  independently  of  the  profits  they 
make  when  they  leave  their  edates,  either  altogether. in  a  (late  of  cul* 
Hivation,  or  at.leaft  partly  fo,  to  ^urchafe  another,  yet  covered  withs 
wood,  and  £»inc  hundred  miles  farther  itilaod.     Among  the  many  emi*   < 
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grants  we  met  this  day,  there  were  a  great  number  of  perfons  who 
came  from  Niagara,  fituate  in  the  English  dominions,  and  were  tra- 
velling to  South  Carolina.  They  were  originally  Pennfylvanians,  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Pittlburg,  who,  allured  by  the  promife  of  Goi 
vernor  Simco£,  that  they  ihould  have  lands  gratis,  belonging  to  the 
King  of  England,  and  alfo  be  affiiled  for  fome  time  in  their  labours, 
quitted  their  former  places  of  refidence,  but  did  not  find  their  new  fitua- 
tion  To  comfortable  as  they  had  been  led  to  expeft.**  Being  aKb  viflted 
by  the  t'ever,  they  forfook  their  fettlenients,  apparently  much  exal'pe- 
rated  at  the  expence  and  labour  they  had  ufelefsly  beftowcd  on  them. 

The  road  from  Painted  Poft  to  Bath,  leads,  like  that  we  have  pafled, 
through  the  midfl  of  forefls,  up  and  down  hill,  particularly  after  paiT- 
ing  the  creek  of  Connefteon,  which  flows  into  the  river  Tioga,  near 
Painted  Poft.     This  road,  as  it  is  called,  which  was  made  by  Captain 
Williamson,  with  a  defign  to  open  a  communication  between  his 
elbite  and  the  eaAern  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah,  is  in  fadt  nothing  but 
a  ftraight  line  cut  through  the  wood.    The  felled  trees  are,  indeed,  for 
the  moft  part  removed,  but  the  roots  remain,  and  make  the  road  very 
bad,  miry,  and  deep ;  fo  that  in  the  middle  of  June,  the  dried  feafon 
of  the  year,  a  horfe  cannot  travel  it  without  difficulty.     At  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Bath  is  a  fmall  lake  about  two  miles  in 
circumference.     The  lake  itfelf  lies  within  the  foreA,  but  clofe  behind 
it  are  the  marfhes,  which  reach  as  far  as  Bath,  the  chief  place  of  the 
Settlement  of  Captain  Williamfon  (of  whom  I  Ihall  have  occaiion  pre- 
fently  to  fpeak)  and  where  he  generally  refides.     The  Captain  was  ab- 
fent  in  Canaiidaqua,  where  he  prefided  as  a  judge  at  the  fedions,  but 
was  expedVed  to  return  hither  in  two  days  time.    To  make  an  acquain* 
tance  with  this  gentleman,  was  an  important  objcdl  to  us ;  we  accord- 
ingly arranged  our  plan  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  his  efcaping 
us.     We,  therefore,  refolved  to  make  an  excurfion  to  the  fmall  lakes, 
and  to  return  to  Bath  in  three  days,  when  we  (hould  be  fure  to  find  the 
Captain  at  home.  -  ^         .j.ii  Jirri^  a^Utr: 

"*  By  the  treaty  of  1194  Niagara  was  to  be  ceded  to  the  ftate  of  New  York»  which  it 
was  in  1796.  Hence,  probably,  we  luay  account  for  the  difappointment  of  the  fettlert. 

Tranjlatw,  ^• 
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Fridayi  the  ^th  of  June,  I  vjlt.i'.na-i  v  lav  al  oji^v 

"*"Wc  fet  out  ivlfhciut  any  baggage/'as  Mr.  Guillemard  hit  upon  the 
benevolent  idea 'of  feaVihg  his  fcryant  at  Bath,  that  he  might  lend  his 
hofffe   to  Mr.  Dupetitthouars.     ^iTothihg  remarkable  occurred  during 
the  whole  day's  journey  tof  thirty- five  itiiles'.  Which  we  made  tlirough 
continued  w6od^;  '  All  this  Wa'^WehaVe' Wet  wfth  bu't  (Tx  hjfbitatlohsi' 
Which  ftand  within  the  fbr'eft.     Ffbm  Bbyk*  ink  to  Friendfmill,  that 
is'  to  fay,'  in  a  fpac^  6f  eighteen  miles,  there  is  riot  a  fingle  hduft'  to 
be  fcen.     About  eight  rtiiles  frorri'Bath  is  Cfooked  Lake,  on  which 
ftancif!  Boys*  inn,  as  iV^iff  'called,  but  where  xvbttiuld  procure  ncithc^^ 
cg^^gS  bitter,  h.^y,rior'okts.'^(j rooked  Lake  takifis  itM^nife'..  as  mighi'bd 
fnppofdd:  from  its  f(irm;  it  flows  frdn^'  north  to  fouth  With  a  geii^^ 
current,   in  the  rrtidft  of  moilikains,' which  are  n6t  t'ery  high  j  biiit 
Vi'hibh,  in  point  of  external  form,  bcrtr'a  ftrikirig  reftttlblance  to  each 
other;  this  uniform- appeirartce'  rs*  •^licreaied  ty  the  W^ood^  with  wiiidi 
they  are  covered.     I  never  f«iw  a  country  ahouriding  mbre  in  \\atcr, 
than   that  through  which  we  pafled  from  Boys*  inn  to  Friendfmill. 
Moft  of  the  brooks,  on  account  pf  the  feafon,  contained,  comparatively, 
but  little  water;  though  we  continually  met  with  tracks  of  torrents, 
which,  to  judge  from  the  ground,  tn<;y  had  vv^flied  away,  and  the  large 
ftones  and  trees  they  had  fwepk  along,  mud:  have  been  very  viqlent 
and  rapid.     The  road,  which  runs  by  the  river  fide,  is  nothing  but  a 
foot-path,  which  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  diftinguifli.     It  pafles  be- 
tween rocks,  felled  trees,  ami  bufties,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  unpleafant 
to  trayerfe  that  can  be  conceived.    The  woods,  however,  are  extremely 
beautiful,  and  (hew  that  the  foil  is,  perhaps,  the  richeft  we  have,  yet 

^•'  The  mountains  flope  toward  the  lake,  and  terminate  in  incot^Kiderable 
hill&.  Their  fliapc  announced  to  us>  that  we  were  approaching. thofe 
vaft  favannahs,  which  divide  the  enormous  maft  of  water,  that,  irrigatea 
America.  The  plain  expands,  and  the  countcy  on  a  fudden  afliimes  a 
different  afpedl,  although  its  decorations  are  ftill  the  fame.  '  AH  the 
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laod,  which  we  have  hitherto  traverfed,  belongs  to  captain  Williamfon, 
wiio  is  very  generally  beloved  and  efteem^d. 

jAt. length,  about  oight-faW,  wc  arrived  at  FricndftpiU,  ^ftcr  a  very 
tedious  journey,  which,  on  account  of  the  fondnefs  of  one  of  our  com* 
panioQS  foir  his  bed,  we  did  ^  not  begin  till  late  in  the  day,  and.  which 
w^s  afterwiar^s  defaced  by  the  fall  of  ^pother;  this  l^jd  accident,  how^  . 
cy^r,  >^M  not^  attended,  witji,  any  difajnirous,  confequei^ce.  Th,p,  inn, 
which  contained  but,^,wo>r90i^s,.  we  foiled  already  fuU;  ,rome  perfoi^s, 
who  intensled  to  buy  land  near  the  Great  Sodus>  and  Captaiu  WilUamfon's 
agent^  who  was  to  fell  it  to  them,  had  taken  pofTefiion  of  it  a  little  be- 
fore <^^r.arrival. ,  Aftqr  an  Aoaeriqan  fupper^  cgnHfling  of  coffee  and 
|bpi|^  ham,  wpall  lay  dowixto  reA  in  the  faipe  roonj,)  'Jfli^re  were 
only  two  beds  {or;, fen  perfons;  in  confcquence,  theie  two  beds  wereoc* 
cupied  by.four  pf  us,  and  the  others  lay  down  in  their  clothes  upon 
flraw,  which,  though  I  enjoyed  here  the  privilege  of  (haring  in  one  of 
the  (beds,  appears  to  me  the  befLjT^etJjiQd  p^, taking^  repofe,  vyhen  you 
Cfti^uot\iave,^bcdt9yo^rielf:,,,.^^,y  n  ./,:}  trr^u  I  .hdto^.r- .4^v-?(4i 
j-7         " 


Saturday,  the  ^th  of  June.         ■ -^       ^     ^         ,^ 

Frlcndfinill  is  a  place,  confiding  of  feveral  houics,  which  takes  its 
narne  from  its  being  .ietj^led  or  founded  by  the  Friends  or  Quakers.  It 
lies  in  the  center  of  tThe  dlrtricl,  wl;xich  is  called  the  Friends  fettlcment. 

One  Jemima  Wilkinson,  a  Quaker,  and  a  native  of  Rhode 
llland,  manifefted  fo  fervent  a  zeal  in  her  religion,  that  at  the  age  of 
twenty  fhe  was  admitted  to  all  the  meetings  of  the  fociety,  which  were 
held  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly,  for  fettling  the.  general  concerns 
and  watching  over  tlie  condud:  of  the  brethren.  She  at  length  fan- 
cied, that  iHe  was  called  to  ad  fomc  great  and  extraordinary  part,  and  in 
this  perfuafion  formed  the  projcd  of  becoming  the  leader  of  a  fed.  In 
the  courfe,  of  a  long  and  dangerous  illnefs,  flie  was  fuddcnly  fcized,  or 
gave  it  out  that  fhe  was  feized  with  a  lethargy,  {o  that  to  her  friends  flic 
appeared  as  really  dead.  She  continued,  fcvcral  hours,  in  this  fituation ; 
and  jj)f;cparations  were  a<Aually  making  for  licr  interment,  when  flic  fud- 
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dcnly  ftartcd  up,  called  for  her  cloaths,  declaring  "  that  Ihe  had  rifdn 
trom  the  dead,  and  that  flie  had  caft  off  all  her  material  rubftancc,  and 
retained  only  the  Ipirituul."  8hc  went,  accordingly,  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, as  if  with  the  authority  of  fomc  celeftiul  being,  fpokc  there  as  one 
infpired,  and  gained  fome  followers.  She,  ere  long,  exprefled  her  dif- 
pleafurc  at  fome  rrligious  obfcrvances  of  the  Quakers  ;  and  was,  on  this 
account,  reprimanded  by  the  meeting ;  which  appears  to  have  been  pre- 
cisely the  thing  flie  wiflKid  for  and  expelled.  In  the  opinion  of  others, 
fhc  met  with  this  reproof,  bccaufe  at  tlxe  beginning  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  fhe  had  been  tnuc^h  attached  to  the  Tories,  and  favoured  the  Eng- 
Fifh  party  by  declaiming  agalnft  the  war,  according  to  the  principles  of 
t3ie  do<^rine  flie  profefled.  She  contimied  preaching  and  proceeding  in 
this  maiMier,  till  fkt  was  excluded  from  the  meetings,  which  indeed  all 
along  appeared  to  be  her  particular  wilh.  Being  now  a  perfecuted 
perfon,  at  lead  by  her  own  account,  Hie  l^egan  to  gain  fome  partisans* 
She  preached  publicly  on  the  neceffity  of  tlic  abolition  of  all  meetings 
convened  to  cenfure,  of  a  reform  of  the  church-eftatliflimtcnt,  of 
granting  to  the  Friends  univerfal  liberty  to  preacii,  what  they  pleafed» 
without  firft  afkiflg  leave  to  do  fo,  &c.  She  foon  made  ^me  pro- 
fclytcs,  arid  at  the  fame  time  drew  on  herfclf  the  difpleafurc  of  all, 
who  adhered  to  the  old  forms  of  the  religion  of  the  Quakers.  She 
experienced,  therefore,  a  very  unfavourable  reception  for  herfclf  and 
her  doftrines,  both  in  Philadelpliia  and  New  York.  Wherever  ilie 
came,  every  Quaker  turned  away  from  her  with  abhorrence,  as  the 
enemy  of  his  religion ;  and  all  other  perlbns  deemed  her  a  fcxA  or  an 
ertthufiaft.  This  dlfpofition  of  the  public  (he  again  called  a  perfecu- 
tion,  it  being  favourable  to  her  ultimate  views.  The  number  of  her 
followers  was  now  daily  increafmg ;  and  as  Ihe  confidently  trufted  it 
would  become  ftill  more  confiderable,  fhe  thought  they  might  perhaps 
be  willing  to  follow  her.  Accordingly  "fhe  prc^fed  tp  a  number  of 
them,  to  ilce  from  thefe  regions  of  intolerance,  and  to  fettle  in  a  place 
where  they  might  worfhip  God  undifhirbed,  and  fretf  /rort  that  bittet 
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fptrit  of  perfccution,  which  men  had  introduced  in  oppoiition  to  the 
divine  will. 

Soon  after  the  country  about  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake  was 
fixed  upon  as  the  place  of  their  fettlemcnt.  The  company  of  New 
York,  which  had  purchafcd  this  land  from  the  Indians,  entered  into  a 
treaty  for  the  fale  of  it  with  thefe  reformed  Quakers.  They  were  pro- 
mifed  three  tradls  of  land,  containing  each  fix  thoufand  fquare  acres, 
which  were  to  form  three  diftrids,  and  to  which  Jemima  inflantly  gave 
the  name  of  Jerufalem.  Thirty  families  removed  hither  with  her;  but 
ihe  had  confidently  expe<fted  three  or  four  hundred  more,  of  whom, 
however,  not  above  twenty  at  laft  arrived.  This  fociety  foon  fpread 
over  the  three  diftridls,  which  it  yvas  to  occupy  ;  but  was  not  fiifiiciently 
numerous  to  replenifli  the  fourth  part  of  each.  The  enchantment,  how- 
ever, had  already  been  broken  by  Jemima's  abfence,  and  with  it  had  alfo 
vanilhed  their  zeal  for  peopling  this  new  land  of  promife.  u. 

:  We  faw  Jemima,  and  attended  her  meeting,  which  is  held  in  her 
own  houfe.  We  found  there  about  thirty  perfons,  men,  women,  and 
children.  Jemima  flood  at  the  door  of  licr  bed-chamber  on  a  carpet, 
with  an  arm-chair  behind  her.  She  had  on  a  white  morning  gown, 
and  waiilcoat,  fiich  as  men  wear,  and  a  petticoat  of  the  fame  colour. 
Her  black  hair  was  cut  fhort,  carefully  combed,  and  divided  behind  into 
three  ringlets  ;  (lie  wore  a  ftock,  and  a  white  filk  cravat,  which  was 
tied  about  her  neck  with  afFeSled  negligence.  In  point  of  delivery,  fhe 
preached  with  mor?  eafe,  than  any  other  Quaker,  I  have  yet  heard;  but 
the  fubjeA  matter  of  her  difcourf^  was  an  eternal  repetition  of  the  fame 
topics,  death,  fin,  and  repentance.  She  is  faid  to  be  about  forty  years 
of  age,  but  fiie  did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  thirty.  She  is  of  middle 
il;ature,  well  made,  of  a,  Aorid  countenance,  and  has  fine  teeth,  and 
beautiful  eyes.  Her  adion,  is  ftudied ;  flje  aims  at  fimplicity,  but  there 
is  fomewhatpf  pedantic  in- her  manner.  In  her  chamber  we  found  her 
friend,  Rachel  Miller,  a  young  woman  of  about  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  years  of  age,  her  follower  and  admirer,  who  is  entirely  devoted 
tO:.  her.     All  the  land  which   Jemima  poffefles  is  purchafed   in  the 

name 
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name  of  Rachel  Miller,  an  advantage  which  (he  owes  to  her  influence 
over  her  adherents,  and  to  her  dexterity  in  captivating  their  affec- 
tions. '  ,  .' 

Jemima,  or  the  Friend  (as  flic  is  called  by  way  of  eminence)  incul- 
cates, as  her  leading  tenet,  poverty,  and  refignation  of  all  earthly  poffef- 
fions.  If  you  talk  to  her  of  her  houfe,  flie  always  calls  it  "the  houfe, 
which  I  inhabit."  This  houfe,  however,  though  built  only  of  the 
trunks  of  trees,  is  extremely  pretty  and  cgmmodious.  Her  room  is  ex- 
quifitcly  neat ;  and  refembles  more  the  boudoir  of  a  fine  lady,  than  the 
cell  of  a  nun.  It  contains  a  looking-glais,  a  clock,  an  arm-chair,  a 
good  bed,  a  warming-pan,  and  a  filver  iaucer.  Her  garden  is  kept  in 
good  order ;  her  (piing-houie  *  is  full  of  milk,  chcefc,  butter,  butcher'a- 
meat  And  game.  Hcrbypocriiy  may  be  traced  in  all  her  difcourfes, 
adioQs,  and  condu^,  and  even  in  the  very  maimer  in  which  (he  ma- 
nages her  countenance.  She  feldom  fpeaks,  without  quoting  the  Bible,  or 
introducing  a  ferious  ientence  about  death,  and  the  neceility  of  making 
our  peace  with  God.  Whatever  docs  not  belong  to  her  own  fcft  is  with 
her  an  objeA  of  diiftaile  and  fledfafl:  averiion.  She  ibws  diiTention  in 
families,  to  deprive  the  lawfVd  heir  of  his  right  of  inheritance,  in  order 
to  appropriate  it  to  herfelf ;  and  all  this  (he  does  under  the  name  and 
by  the  agency  of  her  companion,  who  receives  all  the  prefents  brought 
by  the  faithful,  and  preierves  them  for  her  reviretfij/riendt  who,  being 
wholly  abfbrbed  in  her  commimion  with  Cbrift,  whofe  prophetefs  fhc  is, 
would  abfblutely  forget  the  fupply  of  her  bodily  wants,  if  flic  were  not 
well  taken  care  of.  The  number  of  her  votaries  has,  of  late,  much  de- 
creaied.  Many  of  the  families,  who  followed  her  to  Jerufalem,  are  no 
longer  the  dupes  of  her  felf-interefled  policy.  Some  ilill  keep  up  the 
outward  appearance  of  attachment  to  her ;  while  others  have  openly  dif- 
chumfid  their  connexion  with  Jemima.  Such  however  as  flill  conrinue  her 
adherents,  appear  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  her.  With  thefe  flje  pafTes  for 

**  Thefe  are  fmall  offices  or  detached  houfes  in  America,  in  which  butter,  milk,  and 
firelh  meat  are  generally  kept.  They  are  caAltd /pring-fieufes,  becaufe  a  ftream  of  frclh 
water  is  always  ninninf  through  them. 
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a  prophetcfs,  an  indcfcribablc  being;  ihc  is  not  Jemima  Willcinion,  but 
a  fpirit  of  a  peculiar  name,  which  remains  a  profound  iecret  to  all,  who 
arc  not  true  believers ;  fhc  is  the  Friend,  the  All-friend.  Six  or  ieven 
girls  of  different  ages,  but  all  young  and  handibme,  wait  upon  her,  with 
furprifmg  emulation,  to  enjoy  the  peculiar  fatisfadion  of  being  per- 
mitted to  approach  this  ccleftial  being.  Her  fields,  and  her  garden,  arc 
ploughed  and  dug  by  the  Friends,  who  ncgled  their  own  bufinefs,  to 
take  care  of  her's ;  and  the  All-friend  is  fo  condefccnding,  as  not  to  refufe 
their  iervices ;  ihe  comforts  them  with  a  kind  word  now  and  then, 
makes  enquiries  after  and  provides  for  their  health  and  welfare,  and  has 
the  art  of  effedually  captivating  their  affections,  the  more  perhaps  be* 
caufe  ihe  knows  how  to  keep  her  votaries  at' a  rerpetftful  diftance. 

When  the  fervice  was  over,  Jemima  invited  us  to  dinner.     The  hope 
of  watching  her  more  narrowly  induced  us  to  accept  the  invitation ;  but 
we  did  not  then  know,  that  it  form»  a  part  of  the  charader  Ihe  ads> 
never  to  eat  with  any  one.     She  fbon  left  us ;  and  locking  herielf  u[» 
with  her  female  friend,  iat  down,  without  other  company,  to  an  excel« 
lent  dinner ;  we  did  not  get  durs»  till  after'  ihe  had  dined.     When  our 
dinner  was  over,  and  alfo  another,  which  was  ferved  up  after  ours,  the 
^nc^uary  opened  again.     And  now  Jemima  appeared  once  more  at  the 
4oor  of  her  room,  and  converibd  with  us,  ieated  in  ah  arm-chmr.  Whert 
ftrangere  are  with  h^v^lhe  never  comes  over  the  threfhold'  of  her  b?d» 
room' ;  and  when  by  herfelf,  iht  is  conftantly  engaged  in  deliberation 
how  to  improve  the  demeihe  of  her  friend.     The  houfe  was,  this  day> 
very  full.     Our  company  confifled  of  exa<Stty  ten  perfcms ;  after  us  dined 
Atiother  company  of  the  fame  number;  and  as  many  dined  in  the  kit- 
chen.    Chu*  plates,  as  well  as  the  table-linen!,  were  pcr&^y  clean  and 
ueat ;  our  repaid,  although  frugal,  was  yet  better  in  quality  than  arty,  <rf 
which  wc  had  partaken,  fince  our  departure  from  Philadelphia;  it  coniifted 
of  good  frefh  meat,  with  pudding,  an  excellent  iallad,  and  a  beverage' 
of  a  peculiar  yet  charming  flavour,  with  which  wc  were  plentifully  fi|p- 
plicd  out  of  Jemima's  apartment,  where  it   was  prepared.     The  devout 
giicfls  obfcrved.  all  this  while,  a  profound  fdence ;  they  either  call  dowu 

their 
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their  eyes,  or  lifted  them  up  to  heaven  with  a  rapturous  figh ;  to  me 
they  appeared,  not  unlike  a  party  of  the  faithful,  in  the  primitive  ages, 
dining  in  a  church.  ;(i  ^jri  .- 

,-  The  All-friend  had  by  this  time  exchanged  her  former  drefs  for  that  of 
a  fine  Indian  lady,  which,  however,  was  cut  out  in  the  fame  fafhiun  as 
the  former.  Her  hair  and  eye-brows  had  again  been  combed.  She  did 
not  utter  a  fyllable  refpcdling  our  dinner ;  nor  did  (he  offer  to  make  any 
apology  for  her  abfence.  Conilantly  engaged  in  perfonating  the  part  fhe 
has  aifumed,  Ihe  defcanted  in  a  fandlimonious,  myflic  tone,  on  death, 
and  on  the  happineis  of  having  been  an  uieful  inftrument  to  others  in  the 
way  of  their  falvation.  She  afterwards  gave  us  a  rhapfody  of  prophecies 
to  read,  afcribed  to  one  Dr.  Love,  who  was  beheaded  in  CroM' 
well's  time ;  wherein  ihe  clearly  diicemed,  according  to  her  accounts, 
the  French  Revolution,  the  decline  and  downfall  of  Popery,  and  the  im- 
pending end  of  the  world.  Finding,  however,  that  this  converfattion  was 
but  ill  adapted  to  engage  our  attention,  Ifae  cut  ihort  her  harangue  at 
once.  Weliad  indeed  already  feai  more  than  enough,  to  eftimate  the 
character  of  this  bad  aArefs,  whofe  pretended  ian^ty  only  infpired  us 
with  contempt  and  diiguft,  and  who  is  altogether  incapable  <£  impofing 
upon  any  peribn  of  common  underilanding,  unlefs  thofe  of  the  moil 
iimple  minds,  or  downright  enthufiails.  Her  fpeeches  are  io  ibongly 
contradi^d  by  the  tenor  of  her  actions ;  her  whole  condu6l,  her  ex- 
pence,  compared  with  that  of  other  families,  within  a  circumference  of 
fifty  miles,  her  way  of  living,  and  her  drefs,  form  fuch  a  finking  con- 
trail with  her  harangues  on  the  fubjedl  of  contemning  earthly  enjoy- 
ments 't  and  the  extreme  affiduity,  with  wluch  ihe  is  continually  endea- 
vouring to  induce  children,  over  whom  fhe  has  any  mfluence,  to  leave 
their  parents,  and  form  a  part  of  her  community ;  all  thofe  particulars 
io  ilrongly  militate  agaioft  the  dodlrine  of  peace  and  univerfal  love, 
"V^tch  fbe  is  inceflantly  preaching,  that  we  were  afbially  fbuck  with 
^borsencc  of  her  duplicity  and  hypocrify,  as  fbon  as  the  £rfl  emotions 
inf  onKcuTMxfity  fubiidcd.(     .  .  i  ..  . 
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Her  fraudulent  condud,  indeed,  has  been  difoovered  by  fo  many  pcrfons, 
and  To  much  has  been  faid  againil  it,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  tor  her 
having  had  any  adherents  at  all,  even  for  a  fhort  time.  And  yet  the  will 
probably  retain  a  fufHcicnt  number,  to  cncreafe  dill  further  her  fortune, 
which  is  already  confidcrable  for  the  country  in  which  ihe  refides,  and 
fully  adequate  to  the  only  end  which  Ihe  now  feems  anxious  to  atttain ; 
namely,  to  live  independent,  in  a  decent,  plentiful,  and  even  elegant 
-manner.  There  are  fo  many  w^ak-minded  religionilis,  and  Jemima  is 
fo  particularly  careful  to  feledl  her  difciples  among  perfons  who  are  either 
very  old  or  very  young,  that  her  impofture,  however  grofs  and  palpable 
to  the  difceming,  may  yet  be  carried  on  for  fomc  time  with  fucceft, 
fufficient  to  anfwer  her  ultimate  purpofc.  If  her  credit  ihould  fmk  too 
low,  ihe  would  find  herfelf  conftrained  to  tranfplant  her  holincfs  to 
ibme  other  region  ;  and,  in  fadl,  Ihe  had,  lad  year,  harboured  the  de-  * 
.iign  of  removing  her  family  and  eilablifliment,  and  of  fettling  in  Carl- 
ton liland,  on  the  Lake  of  Ontario,  where  ihe  would  enjoy  the  Atisfao- 
tion  of  living  under  the  Engliih  Govemmcnt,  which,  by  her  account, 
has  proffered  her  a  grant  of  land.  '  ^r  ,  'I-     i 

^  If  we  may  believe  common  rumour,  ihe  dlffuadcs  the  young  women 
generally  from  marrying.  In  regard  to  thofe  about  her,  this  advice 
originates  from  motives  of  peribnal  interefl.  I  have  little  doubt,  but 
that  the  pious  devotion  of  thefe  girls  is  fervent  enough,  to  fubmit  to  all 
the  caprices  of  the  All-friend  (which  in  their  belief  are  infpirations). 
Another  report  is  alfo  handed  about,  that  fhe  has  met  with  a  male  be- 
ing, whom  fhe  fancies  fufficiently  purified,  to  unite  occaiionally  with 
her  own  exalted  fociety  and  converfe.  On  this  head  a  floiy  prevails, 
which,  though  ibmewhat  ludicrous,  may  yet  properly  find  a  place  in  a 
work  of  the  graveil  complexion,  efpccially  as  it  affords  an  additional 
proof  of  the  endlefs  muliplicity  of  pious  deceptions.  '    i 

Among  other  votaries  of  Jemima  was  one  *  SqutreVA'RiiZVt,  who  fettled 
in  her  neighbourhood,  and  ilill  refides  near  Friendfmill.    Though  a  jolty  ' 
fellow,  ever  gay  and  jocund,  he  efpoufed  ytry  zeJEiloufly  the  cauic  abd 
interefl  of  the  prophetcfs.    This  Parker,  who  was  conilantly  in  Jemi-  ' 
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mu's  retinue,  gave  himfclf  out  to  be  the  Prophet  Elijah,  and  very  rightly 
conceived,  that*  by  aiTuming  a  peculiar  drefs,  he  ihould  give  a  more  im- 
pofing  charat^cr  to  his  impoftures.     He  wore  accordingly  a  white  gown 
witli  large  flccves,  and  a  girdle  ;    in  lh6rt,  whatever  he  tancied  might 
belong  to  the  codumc  of  the  ancient  prophets.     This  was  the  being, 
who  was  honoured  with  the  high  privilege  of  living  with  the  All-frietid 
on  terms  of  the  greatcd  intimacy.     One  evening  the  'Squire,  during  u 
colloquy,  inilituted  by  the  divine  and  holy  friend  for  the  edification  of 
her  flock,  dole  into  the  celeilial  bed,  which  happened  to  be  already 
occupied  by  a  young  girl  of  only   fourteen.     This  girl,  who  had  fre- 
quently heard  the  All-friend  fay,  that  the  Mcffiah  fomctimcs  appeared 
to  her  in  her  bed  under  different  forms,  and  that  fhe  then  convcrfed 
with  him,  fancied  herfelf  chofen  by  heaven  to  enjoy  the  felicity  of  being 
a  witnefs  of  one  of  thefe  apparitions,  and  retired  piouily  to  the  edge  of 
the  bed,  where  with  awful  refpedl  and  in  profound  Tilence  (he  lldencd  to 
the  repeated  raptures,  with  which  the  pretended  Mefliah  blciTed  the  All- 
friend.     The  next  morning  the  poor  girl  could  not  refrain  from  indulg- 
ing her  vanity  by  acquainting  all  her  friends,  that  in  the  bed  of  her 
friend  fhe  had  feen  Chrift,  but  who  greatly  refemblcd,  (lie  faid,  the  Pro- 
phet Elijah.      Her  curious  and  enraptured  friends  enquired  into  all  the 
particulars  of  this  apparition,  of  which  fhe  gave  the  moil  fatisiadory 
and  circumilantial  account  in  her  power.     It  Vrill  hardly  be  doubted, 
that  this  religious  trick  not  a  little  ilrengthcned  the  credulity  of  the 
female  friends  in  the  All-friend,  and  infpired  Jemima  with  afTurance, 
frequently  to  enjoy  fimilar  apparitions. 

A  jufticc  of  the  peace  in  the  country,  fpeaking  of  Jemima,  aiTured  us 
alfb,  that  one  of  the  girls,  who  lived  with  her,  has  judicially  dcpofcd, 
that,  one  day,  fhe  heard  the  cry  of  a  newrborn  infant,  which  Jemima's 
negro-woman,  as  is  conjcdured,  was  In  the  ad  of  fmothering  between 
two  mattreifes.  That  this  depofition  exiils  is  undeniable  ;  but  the  fa(^ 
itfelf  is  fo  atrocious,  that  it  would  feem  incredible  with  refpcft  to  any 
other  perfbn  except  a  prophetefs.  Whether  this  child  were  the  refult  of 
a  flip  of  one  of  the  maids  of  honour,  or  the  fruit  of  her  own  intcrcourfc 
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with  the  apparitions,  is  not  known.  If,  from  the  little  regard  that  has 
been  paid  to  this  ilory,  its  veracity  fhould  appear  doubtful,  let  It 
be  obfervcd,  that  in  this  new  country  jufticc  is  but  feldom  duly 
adminiftered  ;  that,  often,  it  is  diflicult  to  obtain  it  at  all ;  and  that  no 
one  deems  himfelf  interefted  in  fubflantiating  the  truth  of  the  depoil- 
tion,  which,  after  all,  it  would  be  no  cafy  matter  to  do.  Dervifes, 
pontiffs,  and  priefts  of  mod  religious  perfuafions  throughout  the  world, 
fuch  at  leaft  as  would  render  religion  (ubfcrvient  to  worldly  purpofcs, 
arc  either  impoilors  or  cnthufiafb.  Alas  1  alas  !  much  the  greater  num- 
ber, I  fear,  belong  with  Jemima  to  the  former  clafs  ! 

The  firft  fettlers,  who  thoughtlelsly  followed  their  divinity  to  this 
place,  not  being  able  to  purchafe  tht  lands,  which  compofed  the  three  d\f- 
tri^s,  the  remainder  has  been  reftored  to  the  company,  who  have  again 
difpofed  of  it,  and  are  ftili  felling  it  to  all,  who  are  deiirous  of  becoming 
fettlers.  Accordingly,  numbers  of  Methodilts,  Anabaptifts,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  are  now  to  be  fecn  here  ;  yet  the  colony 
retains  its  original  name  of  The  Friends'  Settlement.  Two  meetings  have 
been  built  here  for  the  Quakers  ;  one  for  the  Methodifts,  and  one  for 
the  At^abaptifls.  The  foil  in  thefe  parts  appears  to  be  of  prime  quality. 
The  land,  occupied  by  families  of  Quakers,  amounts  to  about  five  hun- 
dred acres,  more  or  lefs  cleared,  which  produce  excellent  crops.  • 

The  cdate,  which  we  viewed  with  mofl  attention,  is  that  of  Bene- 
dict Robinson,  fituatc  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Fricndfmill.  This 
Robinibn  is  <Mie  of  the  Quakers,  who  arrived  here  in  the  retinue  of  the 
All-friendy  being  then  one  of  her  mod  zealous  difciples.  He  now  fpeaks 
on  this  fubjcA  with  evident  embarrafTmcnt,  in  terms  which  flill  evince 
his  attachment,  yet  without  enthuiiafm,  and  without  extolling  her  or 
placing  implicit  confidence  in  her  divine  miflion  and  oracular  efTufions. 
In  Ihort,  he  expreiles  himfelf  in  a  manner,  which  fufficicntly  indicates, 
that  he  has  been  impofed  upon  by  her  in  a  higher  degree,  than  he  is 
willing  to  acknowledge.  Knowing  that  he  ilill  profeiTcd  an  attachment 
<o  her,  and  perceiving  the  embamrflmcnt  with  which  he  delivered  him- 
felf on  thi«  fubjc^^  \iw  thought  proper  to  diicontinue  our  enquiries. 

This 
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This  Benedidl  Robinfon  is  a  ienfible,  mild,  and  well  behaved  man ;  he 
rcfides  on  an  cftatc  of  five  hundred  acres,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
which  are  cleared.     Eighty  have  been  laid  out  as  meadows,  and  on  thcfc 
are  Ibwn  timothy-grafs,  and  white  clover.     He  purchafcd  his  dcmcfnc 
from  the  New  York  company  for  five  ihillings  an  acre,  and  it  is  now 
worthj   at  Icaft*  three  or  four  dollars.     His  prefent  ftock  amounts  to 
about  thirty-five  head  of  cattle ;  but  he  intends  to  rear  more,  and  to 
make  this  the  chief  branch  of  his  farming  bufinefs,  on  a  plan  which  ap- 
pears well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.     Mr.  Robinfon,  who  has 
rcfided  here  only  three  years,  has  not  yet  been  able  to  acquire  any  impor- 
tant information  on  the  different  departments  of  agriculture,  and  on  the 
productions  beft  adapted  to  the  /oil ;  and  befides  he  appears  to  labour 
under  prejudices,  which  he  entertains  in  common  with  the  great  ma- 
jority of  American  farmers.     He  does  not  plough  his  land,  but  contents 
himiclf  with  breaking  it  up  with  a  harrow  of  iron  teeth,  which  tears  up 
the  groimd  zlbout  four  inches  deep.     After  this  fimple  operation,  he  ibws 
his  wheat,  yet  never  until  he  has  reaped  two  crops  of  potatoes  or  oats 
from  the  land,  on  which  the  wheat  is  fown.     The  foil  b  fo  ftrong,  that, 
if  rye  were  fbwn  immediately  after  clearing  the  ground,  the  ears  would 
run  up  fb  high,  and  grow  fo  heavy,  that  they  would  fall  on  one  fide,  and 
be  damaged  by  rotting.     This  fa<ft,  as  he  afTured  us,  is  evident  from  the 
general  experience  of  the  other  farmers  of  this  diflri<^.     Wheat,  fbwn 
after  the  firfl  harrowing,  produces  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bufhels, 
and  Indian  corn  about  fixty  bufheb.     Wheat  is  fbwn  for  fcveral  years 
fucccflively,  after  harrowing,  without  the  Icafl  cilfiflance  from  the  plough, 
and  the  crops  continue  conflantly  the  fame.     Several  farmers,  who  have 
ibwn  wheat  in  this  manner  for  thefe  lafl  fix  years,  have  ftill  obtained  good 
crops,  llyc  yields  alfo  from  twenty  to  twenty-fi^  e  buflicls,  an  1  oats  thirty- 
five.     But  I  mufl  once  more  obferve,  that  neither  "wheat  nor  rye  is  ever 
fbwn  for  the  firft  crop.     Mr.  Robinfon  told  us,  that,  in  compliiuice  w  ith 
the  wifh  of  a  friend,  he  ploughed  half  an  acre,  on  which  he  fbwcd  wheat, 
but  that  the  other  half,  which  was  not  ploughed,  turned  out  more  pro- 
dudive  than  the  former.     This  afTertion,  however,  i<  fo  contrairii%ry  to 
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all  theory,  as  ■well  as  to  the  univerfal  experience  of  agriculdiriib,  who  ufc 
the  plough,  that  it  fccmed  to  us  very  problematical,  and  founded  on 
prejudice,  rather  than  on  mature  reflexion  and  obiervation.  Mr.  Robin- 
Ibn  is  alio  of  opinion,  that  barked  trees,  which  are  left  {landing  on  th& 
cleared  land,  far  from  leifcning  the  produce,  rather  increase  it,  by  fhading 
the  land,  and  thus  preventing  the  foil  from  being  too  rapidly  penetrated 
by  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  the  immediate  contaA  of  which  having  never 
cxiicrienced  before,  it  fhould  be  accuflomed  to  it  by  degrees.  But 
this  opinion  is  rather  the  offspring  of  prejudice  than  found  reaibn  ;  and, 
according  to  a  general  pradice  obfervable  in  all  coimtrics  and  climates, 
feems  rather  intended  to  reconcile  us  to  the  impoflibility  of  proceeding 
otherwife,  than  to  eftablifh  itfelf  as  a  new  agricultural  truth.  It  can- 
not be  denied,  that  the  number  of  the  fheaves,  and  compadnefs  of 
the  ears,  which  we  meet  with  on  lands,  where  two  hundred  barked  trees 
have  been  left  (landing  on  an  acre,  is  in  itfelf  really  fiirprifing.  But  then 
thefe  two  hundred  trees,  reckoning  only  eighteen  fquare  inches  for  each 
tree,  mufl  engrofs  a  confiderable  fpace,  which  might  produce  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  grain. 

In  this  part  of  Geneffee  the  winter  lafls  from  four  to  five  months. 
The  cattle  are  fed  with  hay  and  flraw,  but  remain  always  in  the  open 
air.  lAr.  Robinfon  fed  his  cattle  at  firfl  in  the  flail ;  but  the  experience 
of  the  lafl  two  years  has  convinced  him,  that  they  thrive  better  in  the 
open  air,  where  they  alfb  confume  lefs  fodder :  his  cattle  are,  therefore, 
now  fed  in  the  farm-yard.  The  produce  of  the  eflate  confifb  in  grain* 
cheefe,  and  butter.  The  hay  is  mofUy  confumed  on  the  farm.  The 
average  produce  is  one  tun  and  a  half  per  acre,  befide  the  grafs,  which  is 
confumed  by  the  cattle  as  it  grov/s.  As  the  extent  of  his  meadows  fhall 
be  gradually  enlarged,  he  propofes  to  increafe  his  flock,  which  he  intends 
to  make  a  principal  article  of  his  trade.  The  produce  of  his  eflate  is  tranf- 
ported  on  the  lakes,  either  to  Canandaqua,  Geneva,  or  Bath.  Lafl  year 
he  fold  one  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  cheefe,  at  the  rate  of  a  fhilling 
a  pound.  He  keeps  about  forty  fheep,  and  hopes  to  increaf^  his  flock, 
without  being  apprchenfive  of  the  wolves,  which,  though  very  numerous 
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ill  tlic  furrounding  forefts,  do  but  little  harm.  His  wool  is  fine,  and  fells 
for  four  (hillings  a  pound,  without  regard  to  its  quality ;  for  in  this  coun- 
try, which  is  yet  too  young  to  poffefs  manufadlorics,  every  farmer  ma- 
nufadures,  in  his  own  family,  all  the  cloth  he  wants :  the  fale  of  wool  is 
therefore  very  inconfiderable  ;  a  circumftancc,  which  tends  not  a  little  to 
confirm  the  farmers  in  their  prejudices  againft  rearing  Iheep.  Wheat  fells 
here  from  fix  to  feven  (hillings,  Indian  corn  four,  and  rye  five  (hillings 
per  bufliel ;  the  price  of  flour  is  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  hundred 
weight ;  fait  beef  ten  pence  per  pound,  and  frelh  beef  from  four  pence  to 
five  pence.  Hemp  fells  at  one  penny  a  pound  ;  a  pair  of  tolerably  good 
oxen  will  fetch  from  fixty  to  feventy  dollars,  and  a  cow  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty.  Scr^'ants  earn  from  five  to  fix  (hillings  wages  a  week.  A  few 
negroes  excepted,  maid-f^rvants  do  all  the  work  about  the  farm  as  well  as 
the  houfe.  Day  labourer  as  in  moft  other  parts  of  America,  are  not  eafily 
procured ;  their  pay  is  four  (liillings  a  day,  or  from  nine  to  ten  dollars  a 
month. 

In  the  whole  adjoining  di(lri<5l  there  is  but  one  fchooi,  and  that  is  kept 
by  the  Quakers,  who,  however,  admit  all  children  without  didindiion, 
on  their  paying  four  (hillings  per  quarter.  None  of  the  medical  faculty 
lunc  yet  fettled  here.  The  fettlemcnt,  howei^er,  upon  the  whole,  is 
advancing  to  profperity  with  rapid  ftridcs.  It  is  furrounded  by  the  im- 
menfe  traft  of  land,  which  belongs  to  Captain  Williamfon,  and  confe- 
qucntly  enjoys  all  the  advantages  and  improvements,  which  his  extenfivc 
cftablifhment  commands.  Mr.  Robinfon's  eftate,  which  he  purchafed 
from  the  company  in  New  York,  appears  to  be  adlually  within  the  prc- 
cinds  of  Captain  Williamfon's  demefne ;  as  tlie  latter,  who  bought  hii 
lands  from  the  (late  of  MaflTachufetts,  learned  from  the  report  of  his  fur- 
vcyors,  that  the  boundaries  of  New  York  lay  farther  out.  Accordingly 
thefe  boundaries  were  marked  out,  and  a  line  drawn,  forming  a  triangle 
with  the  old  line,  the  point  of  which  touches  the  line  of  Penn(ylvania, 
below  the  river  Tioga,  while  the  bafe,  which  ftretches  along  the  Lake  of 
Ontario,  is  from  three  to  four  miles  in  breadth ;  this  has  enlarged  Cap- 
tain Williamfon's  demefne,  which  he  holds  from  the  (late  of  Ma(rachu- 
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fetts,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  acres.  Robinfon's  eftate  lies 
within  this  new  line.  Under  Ibme  apprehenfion  for  the  confequences, 
with  which  this  change  of"  property  might  be  attended,  he  has  not,  at  pre- 
fcnt,  made  all  the  improvements,  which  he  had  in  view.  He  is  afliired, 
however,  that  he  will  be  well  ufcd,  and  that  the  ftate  of  New  York, 
equally  wcighhig  the  jullice  of  Captain  Williamfon's  claim,  and  the  le- 
gality of  poflcfiion  of  the  lands  fince  parcelled  out  to  the  iettlers,  will 
indemnify  the  former  by  grants  of  an  equal  quantity  of  uncleared  ground, 
and  thus  prevent  the  latter  from  being  molelled  in  the  quiet  poflcilion  of 
the  lands,  which  they  hold  from  the  company  in  New  York.  Robinfbn 
is  now  building  a  good  wooden  houfe,  and  he  propofes  to  clear  a  great 
additional  number  of  acres. 

The  expence  of  felling  and  barking  the  trees,  and  inclofmg  the  ground, 
amounts,  at  prcfcnt,  to  fix  dollars  per  acre.  Two  years  ago  it  did  not 
exceed  four.  The  owner  of  the  land  provides  the  oxen  neccflary  for  re- 
moving the  largeft  trunks. 

I  mull  not  forget,  however,  to  obferve,  that  according  to  an  agree- 
ment, concluded  many  years  ago,  between  the  ftates  of  New  York  and 
MaiTachuictts,  all  the  lands  fold  by  and  belonging  to  the  latter,  arc  to  be 
fubjedled  to  the  territorial  fupremacy  of  New  York. 

The  lands  hereabouts  are  frequently  vifitcd,  as  they  were  this  year, 
by  a  fpccics  of  locufts;  which  fix  chiefly  on  the  trees,  and  deftroy  » He 
leaves.  They  are  fo  extremely  numerous,  that  every  attempt  to  deftroy 
or  remove  them  muft  apparently  prove  fruitlefs.  Flics  likewife  are  very 
troublelbme  here,  being  found  m  liich  prodigious  fAvarms,  efpecially  about 
noon,  that  the  farmers  arc  obliged  to  keep  large  fires  burning  near  their 
houfcs,  where  the  cattle  find  Ihelter  from  thcfc  tormenting  infeds,  until 
the  cool  of  the  evening,  when  the  latter  difappear,  and  retire  into  the 
woods. 

Lake  Seneca  is  about  two  miles  and  a  half  diftant  from  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon's eftate.  By  the  Indians  it  was  called  Canada  Saga.  Its  pre- 
fcnt  name  is  doubtlefs  derived  from  the  circumftance  of  its  difcharging 
itftlf  into  the  rircr  Seneca,  which,  after  being  joined  by  fix  or  fcveu 
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fmallcr  lakes,  at  length  empties  itfelf  into  the  immcnlc  lake  of  Ontario. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  all  the  other  waters,  even  up  to  this  degree  of  lati- 
tude, riow  in  a  foutherly  diredion.  Lake  Seneca  is  about  forty  miles  irt 
length,  by  three,  four,  and  five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  faid  to  abound  in 
fifli  of  a  very  fine  flavoiir,  as  do  all  the  other  American  lakes,  and  yet  liih 
is  as  fcarce  here  as  in  any  other  part.  The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  are 
{o  few,  and  have  fo  much  other  bulincfs  upon  their  hands,  that  they  can 
feldom  or  ever  find  time  to  go  a  filhing.  To  render  this  branch  of  in- 
duftry  flourilhing,  the  population  and  wealth  of  a  country  muft  have 
reached  to  a  certain  height,  from  which  America,  in  its  prefent  Itate, 
ieems  far  removed.  In  the  towns  every  inhabitant  is  engaged  in  bufi* 
nefs,  either  as  a  merchant  or  a  tradefmau ;  and  in  the  countrj'  every 
planter  and  farmer  cither  keeps  an  inn  or  a  ftore.  All  other  occupations 
are,  and  will  yet,  for  fome  time,  be  out  of  the  queftion. 

The  point,  where  we  arrived  at  the  banks  of  Lake  Seneca,  con- 
tains a  fettlement  of  about  three  or  four  houfes,  among  which  that  of 
Mr.  NoRRis  is  the  moll  confjpicuous ;  it  is  a  fmall,  neat  log-houfe,  hand- 
fomc  in  its  appearance,  and  conneded  with  another,  in  which  he  keeps 
a  ftore.  It  is  no  ealy  matter  to  conceive  why  this  pcrfbn,  who  is  pof- 
feffed  of  an  immenle  quantity  of  land  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  lake, 
fhould  eredl  thefe  two  houfes  here,  on  a  fpot  which  does  not  belong  to 
him,  but  which,  according  to  a  verbal  promifc  of- the  company  at  New 
York,  which  claimed  the  property  of  the  ground,  was  to  be  fold  to  him, 
if  he  chofe  to  have  it,  a  contract;  w  hlch  the  company  is  now  unable  to 
fulfil ;  as  by  the  late  afcertainnient  of  the  boimdarics,  this  fpot  is  included 
within  the  dcmefnc  of  Captain  W'illiamfon,  of  whom,  for  want  of  a 
written  agreement,  he  has  no  right  to  demand  an  indemnification.  Yet 
Captain  Williamfon  will  himfelf,  no  doubt,  perform  that  promifc.  if  it 
Ihall  appear  to  have  been  made  adually  and  bona  fide.  Independently  of 
the  benevolent  fentiments,  which  arc  generally  afcribcd  to  this  gentle- 
man, he  pofTefTes  fufficient  difcernment  to  perceive,  that  his  intcrcfl  is 
greatly  promoted  by  a  juft  condud  and  civil  demeanor. 

A  pot  and  ptarl-afh  work  forms  no  incoufiderable  part  of  this  fmall 
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fcttlement.  The  navigation  on  the  lake  not  only  facilitates  the  home 
conveyance  of  the  afhes,  wliich  are  made  on  both  banks  of  the  lake, 
whenever  the  ground  is  cleared,  but  alfo  the  exportation  of  thoie  articles 
to  Geneva  or  Catherine's  Town ;  which  places  are  fituate  at  the  two  ex- 
tremities of  the  lake.  By  means  of  his  ilore,  Mr.  Norriscan  procure  his 
afhes  at  a  very  reafouable  rate,  as  he  pays  for  them  in  commodities,  which 
he  recei\es  at  New  York,  and  the  carriage  for  which  amounts  to  only 
three  dollars  per  cent.  ..     ,     ,  , 

Our  two  travelling  companion?,  who  had  laft  year  palfed  over  this  part 
of  our  journey,  introduced  us  on  the  fame  day  to  Mr.  Pottek,  a  rich 
land-owner,  who  poireffes  about  twenty-five  thoufand  acres,  and  refides 
eight  miles  from  Friendfmill.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his 
eflate  are  already  reduced  imder  tillage  ;  and  he  gave  us  nearly  the  fame 
information,  relative  to  the  ftate  and  agricultural  produdions  of  thefe 
parts,  as  Mr.  Kobinfon.  Mr.  Potter  and  his  whole  family  were  formerly 
among  the  feveral  zealous  adherents  of  Jemima,  but  his  attachment  is 
now  converted  into  contempt,  and  even  deteftation.  He  has  not  only 
renounced  all  communion  with  her,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  pecu- 
liar habits  and  tenets  of  the  Quakers.  He  lives  on  his  eflate  in  a  more 
elegant  and  gentleman -like  manner,  than  any  other  land-holder  in  this 
neighbourhood.  He  keeps  feveral  fer\-ants,  and  rather  fupcrintends  the 
management  of  his  eflate  by  others,  than  attends  adively  to  it  himfclf. 
He  pofTcffes  a  good  corn-mill,  and  a  faw-mill,  which  arc  both  worked  for 
him,  by  a  miller  whom  he  employs.  His  corn-mill  has  yet  ground  folely 
for  the  public  ;  and,  for  tliis  reafon,  it  has  only  one  courfe,  although  the 
quantity  of  water  is  fully  fufficient  to  fupply  two.  He  intends  to  add 
another  courfe,  as  fbon  as  the  country  fhall  be  fufficiently  populous  to 
keep  it  in  employment.  The  faw-mill  may  alfb  be  enlarged,  as  occafion 
requires.  The  ufual  price  for  the  fawing  of  timber  is  either  fix  dollars  in 
money  for  every  thoufand  feet,  or  half  the  boards  cut.  We  were  very 
civilly  received  by  Mr.  Potter  and  his  family,  yet  rather  with  exterior  po- 
litenefs  than  true  urbanity.  Mr.  Potter  fpeaks  little,  yet  cxprcfTes  himfejf 
on  moft  fubje^  with  great  propriety.     Whctlier  from  bafhfulncfs,  or 
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affcdatlon,  ho  has  about  him  an  air  of  referve,  which  is  not  a  little  difa^ 
grecabl ;  to  a  traveller,  and  proves  unfavourable  to  his  defire  of  informa- 
tion— the  great  motive  which  brought  us  hitlier.  It  muft,  however,  be 
admitted,  that  to  anfwcr  the  endlefs  qucftions  of  ftrangers  muft,  at  beft, 
prove  an  ir»  fome  talk  to  a  land-holder — a  confeiTion,  which  includes  our 
moft  grateful  acknowledgments  to  thofe,  who  have  been  polite  enough  to 
gratiiy  our  curiofity. 

The  whole  country  abounds  in  fugar-maple  trees  *,  and  very  confider- 
ablc  quantities  of  this  fugar  are  made  here.  The  following  is  the  fubftancc 
of  the  information,  which  we  were  able  to  procure  on  this  head : 

1 .  The  medium  produce  of  a  tree,  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  a  wood,  is 
three  pounds  of  fugar. 

2.  The  average  produce  of  trees,  ftanding  on  ground  which  has  been 
cleared  of  all  other  wood,  is  from  fix  to  feven  pounds  per  tree, 

3.  A  barrel  of  the  firft  juice,  which  comes  from  the  maple-tree,  will 
yield  feven  pounds  of  fugar,  if  the  tree  ftand  fingle,  and  four,  if  it  ftand  in 
the  midft  of  other  wood.     This  fugar  is  fold  at  one  fliilling  per  pound. 

4.  A  barrel  of  the  fecond  juice  will  yield  three  gallons  and  a  half  of 
treacle. 

5.  Four  or  five  barrels  of  the  third  juice  will  yield  one  barrel  of  a  good 
and  pleafant  vinegar. 

6.  The  vinegar  is  found  to  be  bettor,  in  proportion  as  it  is  more  con- 
centrated. This  is  the  cafe  with  Robinfon's  vinegar,  who,  from  ten  bar- 
rels of  the  third  juice,  brews  but  one  barrel  of  vinc^);ar.  • 

7.  Toclarify  the  vinegar,  it  muft  be  boiled  with  leaven.         '  "* 

-    8.  Tiie  third  juice,  which  is  not  ufed  for  vinegar,  yields  cyder  of  an  ex- 
cellent flavour,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  cf  water. 

9.  The  longer  the  firft  juice  is  boiled,  the  better  and  finer  the  fugar  wilt 
become.  '  ' 

10.  In  order  that  the  trees  may  continue  produ6live,  they  require  to 
be  tapped  with  extraordinary  care;  i.  c.  the  figures  muft  be  neither  too 
deep,  nor  too  wide,  fb  tliat  no  water  may  fettle  in  them,  after  the  juice 


*  Acer  rucchatinum,  Lin.  called  t>y  the  Indians  Ozekcta. — Tronjl. 
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is  cxtra(SlcJ,  and  that  the  wood  may  clofc  again  in  the  I'pacc  of  a  twelve- 
month. .  - 

11.  During  the  time  the  juice  is  flowing  out,  which  lalli  about  lix 
weeks,  and  generally  begins  on  the  lit  of  February,  all  the  days  on 
which  it  freezes  or  rains  are  loll,  fo  that  the  number  of  da}s  on  which 
the  bufmels  can  be  purfued  to  advantage  is  lVe(jucntly,  from  thcfc  cir- 
cumftanccs,  much  diminilhed.  .^. 

12.  Maple  fugar,  however,  is  already  obtained  in  fufficicnt  quantities, 
to  form  a  refpedable  article  of  trade,  as  during  the  above  time  two  per- 
fons  can  frequently  make  from  five  to  fix  hundred  pounds  of  it,  and 
this  quantity  will  be  incrcafed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  work- 
men employed.  As  the  maple-tree,  wherever  it  grows,  multiplies  with 
nilonilhing  rapidity,  we  found,  almoil  every  where  on  our  journey,  no 
want  of  excellent  fiigar.  At  llobinfon's  it  was  better  and  finer  than  we 
had  met  with  any  where  elfe  ;  although  in  general  it  is  not  fo  white  here 
as  at  Alylum,  where  Meflrs.  de  Villa  ine  and  D'Andlau  refine  it  with 
the  yolks  of  eggs.  At  honeft  Robinfon's  we  alio  partook  of  an  excel* 
lent  liqueur,  or  dram,  which  he  called  cherry-rum,  and  which  confifts  of 
the  juice  of  wild  cherries,  mixed  up  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  rum.  Wc 
learned,  on  this  occafion,  that  the  cherry-tree  never  produces  fruit  in  a 
foreft,  but  only  when  it  Hands  fingle;  from  which  it  Ihould  feem,  that  the 
neighbouring  trees  injure  and  impede  its  vegetation.  We  were  indebted 
chiefly  to  Mr.  Uobinfon  for  the  information  we  obtained  on  this  fubjedl, 
but  the  truth  of  it  was  equally  confirmed  from  other  quarters. 

Our  rambles  in  this  neighbourhood  led  us,  at  length,  to  Fricndfmill, 
where  wc  found  Captain  Williamfon.  The  refolution  of  making  this 
additional  cxcurlion,  in  lieu  of  waiting  for  him  at  Bath,  feemed  the 
moft  proper  we  could  adopt.  I  think  it  right  here  to  take  fome  notice 
of  our  worthy  landlady  at  Fricndfmill.  She  is  a  young  woman,  borji 
and  married  at  New  York,  whom  tlie  fpeculating  propcnfity  of  her 
hulband  has  brought  into  this  country  to  keep  an  inn.  She  arrived 
here  about  two  months  ago ;  the  elegance  of  her  manners,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  her  condud,  diftinguilh  her  very  advantageoufiy,  even  from  many 
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American  ladies,  who  move  in  a  higher  fphcrc  than  that  of  inn-keepers. 
Her  hulband,  engaged  in  his  fpeculations,  has  been  abfent  almoft  all 
tlic  time  fmcc  her  arrival  here.     This  young  ami  elegant  pcrfon,  highly 
amiable  in  every   point  of  view,  derives  additional  charms  from  her 
delicate  (late  of  health,  which  fecms  to  indicate,  that  (he  was  not  de- 
figned  by  nature  for  the  drudgery  of  an  inn-keeper's  wife  in  America. 
She  h,  moreover,  without  the  affiftancc  of  any  fervant,  and  is,  confe-* 
qucntly,  obliged  to  perform  every  menial  work  herfclf  in  her  new  fitua- 
tion  ;  and  this  (he  docs  with  a  degree  of  indullry,  and  a  mien  fo  noble  and 
graceful,  as  at  once  to  command  our  fympathy,  refped,  and  love.    Wc 
found   ourfelves  intercfted  in  her,    (he  attracted  all  our  cftccm,    and 
gained   our  warmed  admiration.     On  our  departure  we  teftificd  our 
wllh  that  her  hufband  might  foon  return,  and  bring  with  him  the  fer- 
vants  Ihc  (lands  fo  much  in  need  of;  and,  without  whofe  affiftance  her 
health  would  be  irretrievably  injured,  by  the  inceiTant  toils  rcquifitc  in 
her  prefent  fituation.     On  the  whole,  wc  obferved,  that  the  women  arc 
handfbmer  here  than  in  any  other  parts  of  the  Continent  we  have 
hitherto  traverfed. 

Monday,  /he  8th  of  June. 

Our  friend  Blacons,  who  had  not  yet  completely  recovered  from  his 
fall,  and  was  apprchcniivc  of  a  fimilar  accident  on  our  way  back,  pro- 
pofed  to  wait  for  us  in  Canandaqua,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fatigue  of 
travelling  eighty  miles  with  us  in  a  difficult  country.  We  iliould  value 
our  friends  not  for  the  pleafurc  they  afford  us,  but  on  their  own  account. 
This  truifm,  which  in  general  is  confidercd  as  mere  theory,  was  here 
reduced  by  us  to  pradicc.  Wc  felt  and  teftified  our  regret  at  parting 
with  Blacons,  but  left  this  matter  to  his  own  option ;  fearful,  only,  that 
lie  fhould  mifs  his  way,  though  fhort  and  plain  enough.  He  would 
not  have  taken  this  refolution,  probably,  could  he  have  forefecn  that 
M.  Dupetitthouars  and  myfelf,  milling  our  >  at  the  very  outfct, 
would  be  neceffitated  to  ftrikc  into  the  upper  rou. ,  which  is  very  good, 
and  thus  avoid  the  impediments,  which  occafioned  his  fall,  and  jultified 
his  apprchcnlions.  *-     . 
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On  our  way  buck  to  Hath  we  met  with  nothing  remarkable,  except 
un  Indian  intoxicated  with  whiiky,  and  who  demanded  ot'  us  more  of 
tluit  liquor.  He  belonged  to  a  troop,  which  was  hunting  in  the  tbreil, 
and  had  his  child  with  him,  though  no  Indian  habitation  was  to  be 
found  within  the  ipacc  of  two  or  three  hundred  miles.  Nothing, 
however,  is  more  common  than  thelc  hunting-rambles,  even  at  fuch 
a  great  diftancc  from  all  habitations.  The  produce  of  the  chafe  they 
fell  to  any  inhabitants  they  meet  for  a  dollar  or  a  bottle  of  whifky, 
and  behave,  on  mod  occafions,  in  a  very  orderly  manner.  Few  or  no 
complaints  are  made  of  them  ;  a  circumftance  the  more  eafily  accounted 
for,  as  an  intoxicated  pcrfon  is  here  by  no  means  an  uncommon  appear- 
ance. 

WeJnefJayy  the  1 0th  of  June.  , 

At  Bath  we  were  led  by  a  train  of  refledlions  to  obferve  how  much 
the  fuccefs  of  a  fettlement  depends  on  the  activity,  judicious  manage- 
ment, inceflant  application,  and  fteady  profccution  of  a  well-concert- 
ed plan  ;  fuccefs,  indeed,  mud  necelTarily  crown  not  only  this  fort  of 
undertaking,  but  all  others,  when  thus  planned  and  executed.  Whe- 
ther Captain  Williamfon  be  the  fole  proprietor  of  the  lands  in  Gc'ncflee, 
or  co-owner  thereof ;  or,  which  appears  to  me  the  mod  probable,  is 
merely  the  agent  of  the  wealthy  Sir  William  Pulteney  of  London, 
the  real  poiTeflbr  of  thcfe  lands,  all  things  relative  to  the  fettlement  of 
them  are  tranfadcd  in  the  Captain's  name,  he  being  confidered  as  the 
ible  creator,  dlredor,  and  main  fpring,  of  every  adl  of  purchalc  and  falc 
which  is  made  or  negociated. 

The  land  in  Gcncflee,  or  rather  that  part  of  it  which  belongs  to  the 
State  of  Maflachufctts,  and  was  not  then  fold,  was,  in  179I,  pur- 
chafed  in  London  of  Mr.  Morris  for  one  fliilling  per  acre  ;  he  had  bought 
it  of  Mr.  Phelps  for  five-pence  per  acre.  The  contract  was  con- 
cluded on  the  fuppofition,  that  this  trad  of  land  contained  a  million  of 
acres ;  and  on  condition,  that  the  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which 
were  to  be  paid  immediately,  fliould  be  returned  by  Mr.  Morris,  pro- 
.»  vided 
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vidcd  that  Captain  Williamfon,  who  >vau  to  \  io^v  the  lands,  ihoxild  not 
find  them  anfwcrablc  to  the  dcfcription  givi-n  by  tin-  vender.  Cu])taii) 
Williamfon  was  highly  fatisfied  with  the  lands ;  atul,  ot'  courib,  the  agree- 
ment was  definitively  fettled.  It  rcrie6ls  no  little  credit  on  Mr.  Morris, 
that,  when  on  lurvcying  the  lands  a  liirplus  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  acres  was  difcovercd,  he  made  no  difficulty  in  transferring 
them,  together  with  the  reft,  to  Captain  Williamfon,  without  the  leall 
remuneration,  bccaufe,  as  he  obfcrvcd,  it  had  been  his  intention  bona 
fide  to  fell  the  whole  without  any  refervation  whatever.  But  for  this 
generous  mode  of  proceeding,  the  difcovery  of  fuch  a  confidcrablc  fur- 
plus  might  have  furniihed  ample  matter  for  litigation.  It  is  much  to 
be  wifhed,  that  fo  difinterefted  and  liberal  a  charadcr  may  find  means, 
to  extricate  liimfelf  from  the  difficulties,  in  which  he  is  now  involved. 

This  diftridk  of  Captain  Williamlbn's,  bounded  on  one  fide  b) 
Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  other  by  the  river  GcnefTee,  extends  eighty 
miles  in  length  by  thirty  or  forty  in  breadth.  Though  this  dillrid 
comprehends  a  quantity  of  land,  which  was  fold  antecedent  to  Captain 
Williamfon's  contrid,  yet  its  continuity  is  not  thereby  interrupted. 
Captain  Williamfon  has  purchafed  fbme  other  land,  which  he  has  an- 
nexed to  that  bought  of  Mr.  Morris,  fb  that  he  is  now  the  poprietor  of 
a  tra<ft  confifting  of  not  lefs  than  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  acres. 
After  having  fpent  fix  months  in  vifiting  and  furveying  this  extenfive  di- 
ftri<5b,  he  at  length  came  to  a  determination,  to  found  at  once  fcveral 
large  eftablifhmcnts,  rather  than  one  capital  colony.  He  accordingly 
fixed  upon  the  moft  eligible  fpots  for  building  towns,  which  were  to 
fen'C  as  central  points  to  his  whole  fyftem  of  fcttlcments  ;  thelc  were, 
Bath,  on  the  creek  of  Conho6toon;  Williamfburg,  on  the  river  Genclfee; 
Geneva,  at  the  extremity  of  Lake  Seneca;  and  Great  Sodus,  on  Lake 
Ontario.  He  has  divided  his  whole  territory  into  fquares  of  fix  miles, 
more  or  lefs,  varying  a  little  according  to  local  circumflances.  Each  of 
thef e  fedions  is  to  form  what  he  calls  a  diftrift. 

The  captain  very  juflly  obferved,  that  this  excellent  land,   for  it  i-" 
in  general  of  the  beft  quality,   would  ibon  find  purchiilcrs,  when  its 
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fertility  (hould  come  to  be  properly  known.  He  made  it  therefore  hif  firft 
buftnclii,  to  dlahlilh  a  mode  of  communication  between  Philadelphia  and 
thi^  new  tra^l.  Formerly  pcrlbns  travelling  to  theie  parts  were  obliged 
to  proceed  hither  by  the  way  ot' Albany  and  New  York ;  which  cauied  a 
circuit  of'  fi^'c  hundred  miles  or  more,  that  part  of  the  road  included 
which  leads  from  Northumberland  to  Loyalibck,  on  the  eailern  arm  of 
the  Suiguehannah.  Captain  Williamson  has  (hortencd  this  way  by  at 
leail  three  hundred  miles.  The  new  road  Itkewile»  which  leads  from 
Hath  by  Painted  Pod,  is  now  continued  as  far  as  WilliamAurg,  while 
a  by-road  runs  from  Bath  to  Canandaqua,  another  from  Bath  to  Geneva* 
and  a  third  from  Canandaqua  to  Great  Sodus.  In  addition  ta  theie,  ft- 
veral  others  have  been  made,  which,  though  yet  not  much  frequented, 
will  in  time  become  of  great  importance.  For  the  uie  of  this  vaft  tet* 
ritory,  the  Captain  has  already  eretfled  ten  mills,  namely,  three  corn  and 
fevcn  faw-mills,  together  with  a  great  number  of  houfes  ;  and  he  has  be- 
gun, in  feveral  places,  to  clear  the  wood-lands.  The  confiderable  iums» 
Wtiich,  being  fufHciently  rich  for  that  purpoie,  he  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  advancing,  before  he  could  fell  an  inch  of  ground,  hejuftly  con» 
fiders  as  money  laid  out  to  the  greated  pofTible  advantage. 

He  moreover  put  himfelf  to  the  heavy  expence  of  tranffMrting  eighty 
families  hither  from  Germany ;  which  Ihould  have  been  ieleded  from 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony ;  but  which  his  agent  at  Hamburg 
chofe  firom  among  the  crouds  of  foreigners,  whom  poverty,  idlenefs> 
and  neceiHties  of  every  kind,  induce  to  refort  to  that  mercantile  city, 
with  a  view  to  emigration.  Theie  families,  which  on  their  arrival  here 
were  placed  on  fmall  farms,  have  not  however  cleared  the  land  allotted 
to  them.  Being  maintained  from  the  firil  out  of  Captain  Williamfon's 
ilores,  they  did  not  fo  much  as  work  on  the  roads,  which  they  were  to 
finifh ;  and  their  leader,  the  very  agent,  who  had  Telexed  and  brought 
them  over,  after  having  rioted  for  ibme  time  in  idlenefs,  drunkenneiiii, 
and  debauchery,  at  length  ran  away,  with  the  whole  iet,  to  Canada  ^ 
being  gained  over,  if  we  may  believe  common  fame,  by  the  Engliih. 

.    '  This 
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♦' This  iinillcr  incident,  difcouraging  a»  it  was  to  the  Cai^tain,  cnj»!\j;r(i 
ill  bufinefs  of  great  urgency  and  importance,  did  not  ho\M'>er  tU-prclH  his 
fpiritff,  or  cool  his  zeal.  The  foreign  labourers  were  inllautly  rcpliucd 
by  Iriihmen,  with  a  very  confidcrablc  gain  in  point  ot*  the  progrcfk  of 
labour,  as  well  as  otTaving  in  the  article  of  cxpcncc.  The  roails,  which 
had  been  only  begun,  were  foon  put  into  good  condition  ;  and  the  land, 
which  at  firll  was  fold  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  in  two  ycari  time  fold  (or 
three.  The  produce  of  about  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres,  difpc»U*d  of  in 
this  manner  by  Captain  Williamfon,  have  not  only  refunded  the  purchale- 
moncy,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  other  expcnce  incurred,  but  alio, 
by  his  own  confeiTion,  yielded  a  nctt  profit  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
derling.  -   i-* 

f  This  great  and  rapid  accumulation  of  property  he,  undoubtedly,  owes 
to  the  money  he  at  firft  advanced ;  but  beiidcs  tliC  ncceflity  of  this  money 
being  laid  out  with  judgment  and  activity,  it  was  alio  requifite,  that,  in 
addition  to  his  other  means  of  forwarding  improvement,  he  Ihould  be 
mafter  of  ibmc  fubordinate  advantages,  without  which,  fo  rapid  a  return 
of  his  firft  difburiementf  was  hardly  to  be  expeded.  Captain  WilHamlbn 
conftantly  refides  in  the  very  centre  of  his  iettlements,  which  circum- 
(lance,  alone,  gives  him  a  ycry  fuperior  advantage  over  all  the  great 
landholders,  private  fpeculators,  and  trading  companies,  who  refide  in 
towns;  for  theie,  being  often  engaged  in  ilock-jobbing,  which  holds 
out  confiderable  profit,  nearer  in  profpeA  than  what  ciui  be  obtained 
from  the  fale  of  land,  difcourage  purchafers,  either  by  fubjeding  them 
to  enormous  travelling  charges,  or  obliging  them  to  carry  on  a  tcdiou» 
eorreipondence,  in  the  courfe  of  which  they  have  frequently  to  wait  u 
long  time  before  they  can  get  a  definitive  anfwer,  if'  they  do  not  incur 
confiderable  unneceflaiy  expcnce  to  expedite  the  bufinefs. 

•  Captain  Williamfon,  on  the  contrary,  who  is  always  to  be  found 
in  the  midil  of  his  poflefHons,  and  is  ever  attentive  to  fee  and  anfwer 
thofe  "who  have  bufmefs  with  him,  frequently  concludes  a  contrad:, 
and  removes  every  difficulty,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes  conver- 
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iatioii ;  f<>  that  the  purchallT,  when  he  comes  to  view  the  land,  beintc 
t'xtremcl\  j>lcai'cd  with  the  loil,  tlic  trifling  purcljafe-moncy,  the  fpcedy 
lonckifion  of  the  contract,  and  the  good  reception  he  has  experienced 
from  the  Captain,  on  his  return  home  imparts  his  ilitisfadion  to  his 
whole  neighbourhood,  and  generally  brings  along  with  his  own  family 
f()mc  new  fettlers,  who  alfo  win  over  other  profelytcs  in  the  like  man- 
ner, and  from  the  fam^  motives. 

2dly,  Captain  Williamfon's  land  is  free  from  all  difpute  or  qucftion 
concerning  its  right  of  occupancy.  Mis  claims  being  ftri<ftly  legal,  all  his 
land  is  properly  afcertained  and  marked  out.  The  purchafers  can,  there- 
fore, with  entire  fccurity,  extend  at  once,  like  Captain  Williamfon,  their 
operations  over  ever}'  part  of  their  fettlemcnt.  This  is  an  important  ad- 
ditional advantage  in  the  fale  and  purchafe  of  land,  which  however  is  but 
too  little  attended  to  by  thole,  who  arc  engaged  in  fpcculations  of  thii 
nature. 

3dly,  His  land,  the  price  for  an  acre  of  which  has  gradually  rifcn  from 
one  dollar,  to  twelve  (hillings,  two  dollars,  and  at  laft  to  three  dollars, 
is  always  fold  with  a  proviib,  that  a  number  of  acres  be  cleared,  equal 
to  the  number  of  families  which  lliall  come  to  fettle,  within  eighteen 
months.  This  claulc  is,  however,  only  exaded  from  thofe,  who  pur- 
chalc  a  large  quantity  of  land  ;  they  who  buy  fmall  Iharcs  of  five 
hundred  or  a  thoufand  acres,  arc  bound  only  to  procure  one  family. 
No  contract  is  concluded  without  this  claufe,  which  is  of  more  import- 
ance, than  at  firft  fight  it  appears  to  be  ;  for  every  man,  who  poflcires  a 
piece  of  ground,  the  value  of  which  is  progrelfively  encreafing  every 
year,  will  be  iblicitous  not  to  forfeit  the  poflefTion  of  it,  and  condurt 
himlclf  accordingly.  However,  if  he  fhould  fell  again  before  the  ex- 
piration of  eighteen  months,  the  new  purchafer  is  rendered  liable  to  the 
condition,  and  Captain  Williamfon,  who  adheres  to  his  original  con- 
tract, and  confidcrs  the  land  as  mortgaged  for  the  execution  of  it,  re- 
lumes the  poUelHon  of  the  Iharcs  then  fold,  if  the  conditions  of  the  fale 
be  not  tulhllcd.  Thii.  rigorous  mcafure  is  not  purfncd  in  cafes,  where 
i  known 
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tcnown  obiliicles  impede  or  protnul  the  execution  of  the  claufc  :  for  the 
Captain  is  too  Icnlihlo,  timt  it  is  his  intcrcll  to  a6l  uniformly  in  a  mild, 
jull  and  condcfccndinji;  maimer.  The  claufc  however  can  always  be 
enforced,  and  is  adually  enforced  often  enough,  to  fpur  the  indok-nec 
offuch  purchafers  ai  need  this  incitement.  It  is,  therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  extremely  well  adapted  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  his  under- 
taking. For,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  land  already  rendered 
fit  for  cultivation,  will  doubtlefs  be  the  price  of  that  which  yet  re- 
mains unfold.  !  '       t      '.  1      .        •      1^ 

4thly,  The  following  are  the  Captain's  terms  of  payment:  to  difchargft 
half  the  purchafc-money  in  three  years  alter  the  firft  conelufion  of  the 
contrad:,  and  the  remainder  at  the  expiration  of  fix  years.  The  payment 
of  intercll  to  commence  from  eighteen  months  after  the  period  when  the 
bargain  is  ftruck.  Thefe  terms  arc  remarkably  advantageous  to  a  pur- 
chafer  ;  for  if  he  inftantly  fet  about  cleiu  *«ng  the  ground,  he  may  eafily 
obtain  the  produce  thereof,  before  the  ir.  ereft  becomes  due  ;  nay,  his 
crops  may  frequently  procure  him  fbniewhit  towards  the  payment  of  the 
iirft  inftalmcnt.  Such  families,  as  are  extremely  poor,  the  Captain  ilip- 
plies  occafionally  with  a  cow,  an  ox,  or  even  a  houfe  to  live  in.  But 
this  generoiity  he  exerciles  with  great  prudence  and  difcretion.  He 
makes  but  few  prefents  of  this  nature,  yet  thclc  iu-e  in  fufficicnt  number, 
to  invite  colonifts,  by  a  well-founded  reliance  on  his  general  charadrr 
for  benevolence  ;  and  hitherto  none,  but  German  families,  have  abufcd 
his  kindnefs.  Aflillance  i'o  highly  important  can  only  be  afforded  by 
landhoklers,  who  refide  perfonally  on  their  demeliics.  A  proprietor, 
who  is  abfent  from  his  eftate,  or  a  diilant  commercial  company,  can 
only  aft  upon  general  principles,  the  application  of  which  frctjucntly 
leads  to  inconvenient  expences,  or  has  a  tendency  even  to  deprive  the 
country  of  inhabitants,  who  alone  can  give  it  agricultural  or  political 
importance. 

.'ithly,  Captain  VVilliamfon  never  cftabliflies  a  fcttlcmcnt,  without  hav- 
ing prcvioully  made  fuch  arrangement?,  as  Ihall  focurc  a  regular  fiipply  of 
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provifion  to  the  inhabitants.  His  own  llores,  which  however  lie  docs  not 
iccm  to  confider  as  his  own,  are  never  opened,  unieb  it  fhould  liappeni 
that  fettlers,  from  want  of  prudence  or  property,  are  expofed  to  want. 
Were  he  to  open  them  before,  the  indullry  of  the  inhabitants  would  be 
quickly  relaxed ;  whicli  iu  all  new  fcttlements  it  is  highly  ncccflliry  to 
fofter  and  llimulate.  He  employs  the  fame  meajis  in  fuch  fcttlements 
as  are  already  formed ;  and  this  precaution,  though  not  always  necef- 
fary,  is  never  attended  with  any  lofs  or  damage,  becau(c  in  a  new  coun- 
try of  fuch  vail  extent,  the  prime  necciraries  of  life  arc  fure  at  all  times 
to  meet  with  a  ready  fale. 

Othly,  He  encourages  every  new  fcttlcment  bv  taking  liimfelf  a  Iharc 
in  it.  When  five  or  fix  new  fettlers  have  formed  the  prujcfl  of  building 
their  houfes  together,  he  always  adds  one  to  tl\em  at  his  own  expcnce, 
and  which  is  much  fuperior  to  theirs.  This  expencc,  which  at  firft 
fight  feems  to  carry  with  it  an  air  of  generofity,  or  perhaps  atfedta- 
tion,  is  in  reality  founded  on  the  foundeft  policy.  The  Ihare,  on  which 
Williamfbn  builds,  generally  acquires  ten  times  its  former  value.  A 
purchafer  or  tenant  foon  appears ;  and  the  different  houfes  and  mills, 
which  he  has  ereded,  Ivive  hitherto,  without  exception,  produced  twice 
or  three  times  as  much  as  they  coiL 

7thly,  Once  every  year,  at  leaft,  he  makes  it  a  point,  to  /ifit  each  of  his 
fettlcments,  and  thus  dii^ufes  adivity  by  his  prcfcncc.  This  infpe^ion 
tends  to  promote  the  fale  of  the  land,  and  to  enfure  fecurity  and  eafe  to 
the  pwchafcr.  In  addition  to  tlicfe  prominent  traits  of  his  management, 
he  employs  all  tlic  various  means,  which  the  peculiarity  of  fitu^tion  or 
other  circumftanccs  may  offer.  Independently  of  the  medical  flores, 
which  he  keeps  in  all  the  chief  places  of  his  fettlemcnt,  he  encourages 
hy  premiums  races,  and  all  other  games  and  paftimcs  of  young  peo- 
ple. He  is  attempting  likcwife  to  cftablifh  horfc-raccs,  with  a  view 
to  improve  the  breed  of  horfes,  and  keeps  himfelf  a  fct  of  beautiful  ilaU 
lions.  Thelc;  horfes  cover  only  the  mares  of  proprietors,  who  mud  hire 
them,  from  motives  which  muil  be  obvious  to  aU  who  arc  conrcriant  Jo 
fulju^.i  of  this  nature. 

Captain 
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Captain  Williamfbn  has  now  nearly  put  the  finifliing  ftroke  to  hist 
great  undertaking.  Next  autumn  he  prupoles  to  Tail  for  England;  anti 
to  return  the  following  fpring  with  a  choice  alfcmblagc  of  horfcs,  cattle, 
and  Ihcep,  of  the  bed  breeds  he  can  obtain,  and  a  colle(flion  of  mo- 
dels of  all  implements  of  agriculture,  the  dimenfions  of  which  urc  fo 
nicely  calculated,  and  fo  well  made  in  that  great  country,  where  all 
ufeful  arts,  and  efpccially  thofe  which  relate  to  agriculture,  liavc  at- 
tained to  an  uncommon  degree  of  pcrfcdion.  Captain  WlUiamfon 
will,  therefore,  not  only  procure  to  his  cxtcnfive  poiTeirions  fingular  ad- 
vantages over  thofe  of  other  landholders,  but  alfo  become  the  bcncfador 
of  America  at  large,  whofe  agriculture  he  cannot  fail  to  meliorate.  In 
offering  to  her  view  improvements.,  fan<ftioncd  by  time  and  experience. 

What  I  have  related  on  this  head  is  not  merely  the  refult  of  what  wc 
faw  and  heard  from  the  Captain  himfelf  during  our  (lay  at  Bath,  but  it 
tallies  corrc<ftly  with  the  information  we  afterwards  collcded  at  Genefl'^e. 
Captain  Williamfon  is  here  univerlally  refpertcd,  honoured,  and  bclo\cd. 
How  glorious,  in  my  efteem,  is  his  career  !  How  fortunate  and  enviable 
his  deflination !  How  much  more  important  than  that  of  a  dilTipated 
courtier,  or  a  mercenary  ftock -jobber !     I  too,  not  in  a  new  country,  but 
in  France,  where  there  is  fuch  an  ample  field  for  ufeful  exertion,  formed 
fimilar  eilablifhments  on  my  edates,  by  which  I  diffufed  activity  and  in- 
duftry  all  around  me ;  I  lludird  to  enrich  the  country,  and  to  render  it 
induflrious  and  flourilhing.     I  hoped,  and  expeded,  to  encreafe  lIic  feli- 
city of  my  own  fituation,  by  adding  to  the  comforts  of  my  poor  neigh- 
bours.    Undertakings,  which  had  no  objed  but  the  welfare  of  my  coun- 
try, were  beginning  to  be  crowned  with  all  the  dcfircd  fuccels,  when  T 
was  fuddcnly  obliged  to  relinquiih  that  much  loved  country,   to  which 
1  was  rendering  fo  much  fervice.     1  am  nov/,  alas !  an  exile  ;  all   my 
hopes  have  vanifhed  like  a  fhadow.     Si>litarily  I  wander,  without  a  coun- 
try 1  can  call  my  own  :  life,  therefore,  for  me,  is  completely  at  an  end. 
But  no  more  of  thefc  reflexions  on  what  1  was,  and  what  I  am:  they 
arc  too  painfuL 

"      .  •  .  To 
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To  ictura  tc  Captain  Willianifon.  The  four  days  we  remained  here, 
\vi"  imploycd  in  vlfiting  the  different  fcttlements  in  the  neighbourhood 
ot' Butli.  This  place  has  been  fixed  upon,  to  be  the  chief  town  of  a 
county.  The  prcfcnt  county  of  Ontario,  at  the  next  fitting  of  the  Le- 
gilUitix  c  Aircnibly  of  New  York,  is  to  be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  is  to  retain  its  former  name  of  Canandaqua,  from  the  chief  town 
fo  called;  and  the  other  is  to  afi'ume  the  name  of  the  county  of  Bath, 
the  chief  place  of  which  is  to  be  the  city  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Willianifon  is,  at  prcfcnt,  building  a  fchool,  in  Bath.  This  he 
intends  to  endow  with  lome  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  to  take  upon 
himfclf  the  maintenance  of  the  mailer,  until  the  money,  paid  for  the  in- 
flru<S.ion  of  the  children,  Ihall  be  f  utficient  for  his  fupport.  For  good 
reafons,  the  Captain  has  been  for  fume  time  pad  enquiring  after  an  able 
fchool-mafler.  He  is  alfo  building  a  fefTions-houfe  and  a  prifon.  The 
prefent  inn  was  likewife  built  by  him  ;  but  he  afterwards  difpofed  of  it 
at  a  confiderabic  profit.  He  is  now  building  another,  chiefly  to  excite 
proper  emulation,  and  an  Englifhman  already  occupies  a  part  of  the  un- 
finiflicd  building,  which,  in  addition  to  other  conveniences,  is  alfb  to 
contain  a  ball-room.  Near  Bath,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Conhodloon, 
he  has  erc<fted  a  corn-mill,  and  two  law-mills ;  which  works,  from  the 
great  quantity  of  water  at  hand,  are  capable  of  confiderable  enlargement. 
He  is  likewife  conflru<fting  a  bridge,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  communication  with  the  country  on  the  other  fide; 
It  will  alfo  prove  of  cfTcntial  fervice  to  the  road  leading  to  Williamfburg, 
•which  runs  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Thcic  mills,  when  finiihcd, 
will  not  cofl  more  than  five  thoufknd  dollars  ;  and  the  Captain  has  al* 
ready  been  offered  for  them  twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars,  be- 
sides a  fliare  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  alfo  pofTcfTes  fomc  fmall 
farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Bath.  A  good  hufbandman,  who  was  his  neigh- 
b<Air  in  Scotland,  fuperintcnds  thcfe  farms,  which  appear  to  mc  to  be 
better  managed,  and  better  ploughed,  than  any  1  have  hitherto  fcen.  In 
all  thcfe  fcttlements,  he  has  at  leafl  one  cflate  refervcd  for  himfclf.  The 
ftock  on  all  of  them  is  remarkably  good,  and  be  keeps  them  in  his  own 
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poflTcflion,  until  he  can  oblige  fome  of  his  friends  with  them,  or  hand- 
fome  offers  are  made  for  them  from  other  quarters. 

To  the  different  fettlements  already  mentioned  the  Captain  is  now 
adding  two  others  on  Lake  Ontario;  one  near  Rondegut,  on  the 
river  Geneffee ;  and  the  other  at  Braddock,  thirty  miles  farther  inland. 
As  there  appeared  fome  danger  of  a  war  breaking  out  between  America 
and  England,  it  is  but  very  lately,  that  he  carried  this  projedb  into  execu- 
tion ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  works  at  Great  Sodus  have  alfo  been 
much  delayed.  Laft  year  General  Simcoe,  Governor  of  Upper  Ca- 
tiada,  who  confidcred  the  forts  of  Niagara  and  Ofwcgo,  which  the  £ng- 
liih  have  retained,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  as  Englifh  property,  toge- 
ther with  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  fent  an  Englilh  officer  to  the 
Captain,  with  an  injuntftion,  not  to  perfift  in  his  defign  of  forming  thefc 
fettlements.  The  Captain  returned  a  plain  and  fpirited  anfwer,  yet 
nevc'thelefs  conduced  himfelf  with  a  prudence  conformable  to  the  cir- 
cumftances.  All  thefc  difficulties,  however,  are  now  removed  by  the 
profpeft  of  the  continuance  of  peace,  and  ftill  more  fo  by  the  treaty 
newly  concluded.  It  is  afferted,  that  the  {ituation  o{  Great  Sodus,  on 
the  coaft  of  this  diftriA,  promifes  to  afford  fafe  ^nd  convenient  moor- 
ings for  ihips,  from  the  depth  of  the  water,  and  that  the  poft  may  alfo  be 
cafily  fortified  againft  an  enemy.  On  confulting  the  map,  the  great  im- 
portance of  fuch  a  harbour  to  the  United  States,  will  be  readily  dif- 
cerned,  whether  it  be  confidered  as  a  port  for  Ihips  of  war,  or  for  mer- 
chantmen. .  "   . 

Hitherto  I  have  fpoken  of  Captain  Williamfon  merely  in  his  public 
charader,  as  rounder  of  the  moft  extenfive  fettlemcnt,  which  has  liitherto 
been  formed  in  America.  I  ffiall  now  follow  him  into  private  lUc,  where 
his  hofpitality  and  other  ibci<ii  qualities  render  him  equally  confpicuous 
and  amiable :  and  here  it  is  but  doing  him  common  juftice  to  fay,  that 
in  him  are  united  all  the  civility,  good  nature,  and  chcerfuhicfs,  which  a 
liberal  education,  united  to  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  world,  can  impart. 
We  fpcnt  four  days  at  his  houfe,  from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  un- 
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til  late  at  night,  without  ever  feeling  ourfelves  olherwile  than  at  home. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  fairell  eulogium  we  can  pafs  on  his  tr«e  and  caly  urba- 
nity, to  fay,  tliat  all  the  time  ot'  our  ftay  he  fcemed  as  much  at  his  cafe, 
as  if  we  had  not  been  prelent.  He  tranfadcd  all  his  bufiners  in  our  pre- 
lenci',  and  wa.s  aiillvcly  employed  the  whole  day  long.  We  were  pre- 
lent at  his  receiving  pcrlbns  of  different  ranks  and  dcfcriptions,  with 
whom  the  apartment  he  allots  to  bufinefs  is  generally  croudcd.  He  re- 
ceived them  all  with  the  fame  civility,  attention,  chccrfulnefs,  and  good 
nature.  They  come  to  him  prepoflefled  with  a  certain  confidence  in 
him,  and  they  never  leave  him  dilfatisfied.  He  is  at  all  times  ready  to 
converlc  with  any,  who  have  bufinefs  to  tranfad  with  him.  He  will 
break  off  a  converfation  with  his  friends,  or  even  get  up  from  dinner, 
for  the  fake  of  difpatching  thofe,  who  wilh  to  i'pcak  to  him.  From  this 
conilant  rcadinefs  of  rccei\ing  all  who  have  bufinefs  with  him,  fhould  any 
conclude,  that  he  is  influenced  by  a  thirll  of  gain,  this  furmifc  would  be 
contradiiled  by  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  all  who  have  had  dealings 
with  him,  thoic  not  excepted,  who  have  bought  land  of  him,  which 
many  of  them  have  fold  again  with  confiderable  advantage  to  thcmlclvcs. 
But  were  it  even  undeniable,  that  money  is  his  leading  or  folc  obje<fl,  it 
is  highly  defirablc,  that  all,  who  are  fwayed  by  the  fame  paffion,  would 
gratify  it  in  the  fiimc  juff ,  honourable,  and  ufel'ul  manner. 

The  prices  of  all  forts  of  provilion,  of  cattle,  find  labour,  in  this  dif- 
trid,  are  exadly  the  fame  as  in  the  Friends'  Settlement,  or,  at  Icaft,  fo 
nearly  the  fame,  that  it  is  ncedlcl's  to  mention  tlie  difference.  The 
price  of  carpenter's  work  is  four  pence  a  loot  tor  hewn  timber,  and 
tivo  dollars  for  ten  fquare  feet  in  boarding  tlie  fides  of  buildings,  or  cover- 
ing them  with  fliingles.  It  Ihould  be  oLfl-rved,  however,  that  all  forts 
(»f  merchandize  are  much  dojircr  in  the  Ihops  here  than  at  Mrs.  Hill's, 
at  Fricndfmill.  The  price  of  comnioditicji  in  thcfe  new  fcttleinents 
depends,  it  may  be  fiiid,  entirely  on  the  honour  of  the  trader;  lor 
he  alone  can  fupply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  and  tlu  Americans 
never   offer  Icf's  than    the    feller   demands.     The  prices  of  planks  arc 

higher 
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higher  at  the  Captain's  mill  than  any  where  clfc.  He  takes  fevcn  dollars 
per  thoufand  for  cutting  them,  and  the  mill,  which  is  continually  at  work, 
can  cut  fix  thoufand  in  twenty-four  hours  time.  He  fells  them  at  the 
rate  of  nine  fliillings  per  hundred.  Should  he  continue  poflefTor  of  the 
mill  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is  his  intention  to  lower  the  price.  He 
obferved  to  us,  that  if  he  were  to  do  io  at  prcfent,  he  (hould  difcouragc 
all  the  other  inhabitants,  who  may  have  formed  the  dcfign  of  con- 
ftrurting  mills,  and  that  the  prices  will  Jljon  be  brought  down  by  com- 
petition. 

We  are  allured,  that  the  climntc  lierc  Is  much  more  temperate,  both 
in  winter  and  fummer,  than  in  IVnnfylvania  ;  that  the  winter  feldom  or 
never  lalls  above  four  months  ;  that  the  cattle,  even  in  that  feafon,  graze 
in  the  forell  without  inconvenience ;  and  that  no  provifion  of  fodder  is 
requifite,  during  the  winter,  except  for  fuch  cattle  as  arc  to  be  fattened. 
Neither  does  the  fnow  ever  lie  fo  deep  us  to  cover  all  the  herbs,  which 
ferve  for  their  pafture.  '<-.    ■    .      •  ^        ;:  >.    •  ^  '  > 

Captain  Williamfon  has  hitherto  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  remove 
the  objedion  of  this  diilrid  being  rather  unhealthy.  In  his  opinion,  the 
unhealthinefs  afcribed  to  it  is  nothing  but  the  natural  cffcft  of  the  climate 
upon  new  fettlers,  and  is  confined  to  a  few  fits  of  fever,  with  which  ftran- 
gers  arc  ufually  feized  in  the  firll  or  fecond  year  after  their  arrival.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  all  agree  in  this  unfavourable  re- 
port of  their  climate  ;  notwithftanding  w'.iich  crouds  of  new  fettlers  re- 
tort every  year  to  this  dillri<5l.  Thus  much,  at  lead,  we  obferved,  tuait 
marfhes  and  pieces  of  llagnant  water  are  thickly  fpread  or^^r  the  face  of 
the  country ;  but  thefe  will,  no  doubt,  be  drained,  a  populuiloji  p.nd 
cultivation  ihall  encrcafe  ;  this  however  is  and  will  for  ionic  iimc  be  un- 
attcmptcd  ;  and  moreover,  the  water  for  common  drink  is  in  nioft  places 
unpleafant  and  unwholeibme.  <><!',.■-    t        i.     ^   t*       i  -^    r-m^  n*  » 

Though  we  llcpt  at  the  inn,  yet  we  fpent  the  whole  day,  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  at  Mr.  Williamfon's,  where  we  enjoyed  more  tranquillity 
than  in  the  noify  inn,  which  is  no  bigger  than  a  fparrow's  neft,  and  is 
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always  crouded  with  travellers.  One  night  twenty -five  of  us  ilept  in 
two  rooms,  in  fix  beds>  which  rooms  were,  in  t'a^t,  nothing  but  defpi- 
cable  corn-lofts  or  garrets,  pervious  to  the  >vind  and  rain. 

The  habitation  of  the  Captain  confids  of  fcveral  fmnll  houfes,  formed 
of  tnmks  of  trees  and  joiner's  work,  which  at  prcfent  make  a  very  irre- 
gular whole,  but  which  he  intends  foon  to  improve.  His  vmy  of  living 
is  iimplc,  neat,  and  good ;  every  day  we  had  a  Joint  of  fveih  meat,  ve- 
getables, and  wine.  We  met  with  no  circumllances  of  pomp  or  lux- 
ury, but  found  cafe,  good  humour,  and  plenty.  In  the  ufeful,  yet  com- 
fortable, manner,  in  which  the  Captain  lives,  life  may  be  fccurely  en- 
joyed, without  diihirbing  the  enjoyments  of  others. 

About  twenty  houfes  compofe,  as  yet,  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Bath. 
It  is  built  on  one  of  the  bays,  which  the  Conho^on  forms  in  its  courfb. 
The  banks  of  this  creek  are  bounded  on  the  oppoiite  iide  by  pretty  high 
mountains,  which  are  chiefly  covered  with  pines  and  hemlock  firs. 

Our  firfl  intention  was  to  have  flopped  at  Captain  Williamfon's  only 
one  day  ;  in  compliance  with  his  wifh,  however,  we  added  another,  and 
necefiity  compelled  us  to  flay  a  third.  When  on  the  point  of  fctting 
out,  I  perceived  that  my  horfe  was  lame ;  and  though  we  were  aflured, 
that  he  might  make  the  journey  without  the  Icafl  inconvenience,  yet 
Captain  Williamfbn  obligingly  infilled  on  our  flaying  one  day  longer. 
We  fhould  not  have  hefitatcd  a  moment  to  comply  with  this  invitation^ 
but  for  the  uneafmefs,  which  our  delay  migh^  occafion  to  our  friend  Bla- 
cons.  Mr,  GKiillemard  obviated  this  difficiVlty,  by  offering  to  proceed 
himfelf,  and  thus  remove  any  anxiety  of  ou/  friend.  Mr.  Dupctitthcuars 
and  myfelf  yielded,  after  this,  with  great  plcafure,  to  the  earncfl  and  po- 
lite entreaties  of  the  Captain. 

Mrs.  Williamfon,  whom  we  had  not  fecn  for  the  firfl  two  days,  made 
her  appearance  on  the  third  at  dinner.  To  judge  from  licr  deportment,, 
timidity,  even  to  a  degree  of  bafhfulnefs,  had  till  then  deprived  us  of  her 
company.  She  is  a  native  of  Boflon,  and  was  miu-ricd  there  to  the  Cap- 
tain, who,  in  the  contefl  with  Britain,  had  rcfided  at  Boflon  as  a  prifoner 
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of  war ;  being  carri«d  thither  by  a  privateer,  \*ho  captured  the  fliip,  oa 
board  of  which  he  was  a  paflengcr,  wltli  a  view  to  join  his  regiment, 
Mrs.  WilUamfon,  it  Iccms,  had  tbUowcd  her  hulband  to  Scotland,  and 
afterwards  to  Gencliee.  She  is  yet  but  a  young  woman,  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion, civil,  though  of  few  words,  and  mother  of  two  lovely  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  girl  three  years  old,  is  the  fineil  and  handfomeft  I  ever 
faw.  This  our  opinion  we  did  not  fail  to  report  to  her  parents,  which  af- 
forded them  great  fatisfadion.  ..,^    ,  , 
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Our  hOT/es,  as  well  as  ourfclvcs,  being  completely  refreflicd  and  reco- 
vered, through  the  civility  of  the  Captain,  we  at  length  quitted  his  hof- 
pitablc  dwelling,  aiKl  took  our  leave,  with  mutual  promifes  of  epiilolary 
corrcfpondence,  and  rendering  each  other  every  fcrvice  in  our  power — 
by  which  at  lead  my  travelling  companion,  Dupetitthouurs,  and  myielf, 
could  furcly  be  no  lofers.  »  ,  • 

After  leaving  Bath,  wc  paiTed  through  a  fmall  fettlcment,  confifting  of 
about  four  Engliih  families,  which  arrived  here  from  London  only  ilx 
months  ago.  They  are  chiefly  fawyers,  who  had  been  ufed  to  work  for 
the  cabinet-makers  in  that  great  metropolis.  They  now  work  for  them- 
felvcs,  and  poiTefs  each  an  cftate  of  about  ninety  acres.  Thefc  they  have 
already  begun  to  clear  for  cultivation,  aililling  each  other  with  their  cattle 
and  labour.  They  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  make  their  fortunes  -^  and  ia 
the  mean  while  they  enjoy  that  ilatc  of  independence,  which  forms  one 
t)f  the  bell  blcflings  of  life,  if  accompanied  with  the  means  of  fubfiftencc. 
Their  log-houfcs  have  an  appearance  of  cleanlincfs,  ncatncfs,  and  order, 
which  plainly  befpeak  thei'c  families  to  be  Englifh.  To  judge  from  the 
choice  of  their  books,  which  form  a  part  of  their  furniture,  and  from  the 
converfation  of  fome  of  them,  they  appear  to  be  Methodifts.  Thefc  new 
Engliih  lettlers  have,  this  year,  already  made  maple-fugar,  and  one  of 
them  the  fineil  1  have  yet  fcen,  even  that  of  Afylum  not  excepted.  Two 
of  the  v\i>cs  of  thefe  new  fettlcrs  have  already  caught  the  fever,  and  not 
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one  of  them  appears  to  enjoy  a  good  rtatc  of  health.  Eighteen  miles 
ivrther  from  Bath,  we  found  another  family,  that  came  hither  lalt  au- 
tum  from  Maryland,  afflided  with  a  fever.  Four  miles  farther  on  w« 
flopped  at  one  Mrs.  Bkvek's,  who  was  likewifc  laid  up  with  an  in- 
termittent fever,  the  fits  of  which  returned  every  day.  This  fever  may, 
perhaps,  be  a  tribute,  paid  but  once  to  the  climate,  as  Captain  Williain- 
fon  thinks ;  but  the  country,  excellent  as  it  is  in  all  other  rcfpc<*h,  car- 
ries, I  think,  inidoubtcil  marks  of  bi  ing  unheaUhy ;  fuch  as  llagnant 
waters,  phoj'phoric  exhalations,  fwanii)y  crocks,  had  water  for  drinking, 
and  an  ablolutc  fcarcity  of  fprings.  Having  fome  quantity  of  burk  in  our 
travelling- cafe,  we  gave  a  little  of  it  to  Mrs.  Bcver,  with  dircdions  how  to 
ufc  it ;  we,  at  the  iamc  time,  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Williamfon,  in- 
forming him  of  the  dillrcfs  of  this  family,  and  of  their  want  of  more 
bark.  We  entertain  little  doubt,  but  that  the  Captain  will  receive  this 
intelligence  as  a  firil  attempt  to  fulfil,  on  our  part,  the  engagement  wc 
entered  into  when  wc  took  leave  of  him.  . 

It  will  be  eafdy  conceived,  that  after  we  had  given  the  poor  woman 
this  advice,  her  hufband  Ihewed  us  all  the  refpeft,  which  men  of  the  me- 
dical profelFjon  generally  receive  in  this  country.  Yet  his  demonftrations 
of  rcl'pecl  ceafcd,  when  we  refufed  his  repeated  otFcrs  to  pay  us  for  the 
lark.  Though  we  no  longer  appeared  to  Bcver  phyilcians  of  the  ufual 
caft,  yet  wc  were  certainly  deemed  very  knowing  and  clever,  for  fcveral  of 
the  ten  or  twelve  perfons,  who  had  repaired  to  this  cottage  fo:  fhelter  and 
food,  Ihewing  as  their  wounds  and  contufij^is,  requeilcd  our  a  1  vice  con- 
cerning them.  We  recommended  to  them,  to  wafti  t'leir  fbr.s  with  fait 
and  water;  and  the  fimplicity  of  this  remedy,  which  vou'U  perhaps  have 
met  with  little  approbation  from  European  peafants,  diu  not  acre,  in  the 
lead,  abate  the  high  opinion,  which  thefc  good  people  had  conceived  of 
our  fuperior  knowledge.  The  company  we  met  with  at  Mr.  Bever's 
conlillcd  of  furveyors  and  fome  other  perfons,  who  had  furveyed  land, 
which  they  intended  to  purchafc  on  the  heights  of  Lake  Canandaqua. 
I  fay  on  the  heigh/s,  bccaufe  in  that  place  a  chain  of  mountains,  about 
..^  ten 
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ten  or  twelve  miles  in  length,  feparatcs  the  water,  whleli  flows  in  a 
iiiuthern  dirediun,  trum  that,  which  dilchargcs  itlclt'  into  the  river  of  St. 
Ivaurence.  ^ '  r  .     .i- 

Wc  found,  among  thefc  pcrfons,  a  young  man,  who  about  fix 
weeks  before  had  been  bitten  on  the  knee  by  a  rattle-fnakc,  while  he 
was  filliing  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Canundaqua.  At  firll  he  did  not  feci 
much  pain  in  the  part  affeded  ;  but  an  hour  afterwards  a  fwclling  ap» 
pciired;  wliich  gradually  extended  all  along  the  leg  to  the  foot,  and 
botii  bccunu".  (o  ilill',  that  he  was  unable  to  move  them.  A  cure  was 
crTct^ti-d  within  the  I'pace  of  only  fix  days  by  the  juice  of  fnake-root  laid 
on  tlie  wound  and  fwclling,  as  a  poultice,  mixed  with  milk,  together 
\>itii  a  few  drops  of  that  Juice,  pure  and  unmixed,  taken  internally. 
Inftances  of  fuch  bites  occur  but  very  Icldom,  and  only,  it  feems,  when 
the  animal  has  been  touched  ;  othcrwife  it  conllantly  retires,  and  may 
be  killed  by  a  blow  vsith  the  flcndcrcll  llick.  .  'i: 

It  is  a  common  oblcrvation,  that  wild  animals  arc  Icfs  fierce  in 
America  than  in  other  parts  of  the  globe  ;  the  truth  of  this  is  con- 
firmed by  the  teftimony  of  fuch  as,  from  their  rcfidcncc  in  forefts,  arc 
Intft  qualified  to  poflcfs  fatisfadory  information.  Wolves,  bears,  nay 
even  panthers,  mortly  flee  before  man  ;  and  the  niilances  of  their  do- 
nig  mifchief  arc  fo  rare,  that  the  very  reality  of  it  might  be  doubted.     ) 

The  dangers,  therefore,  to  which  new  fettlers  arc  expofed,  are  not 
much  to  be  apprehended.  The  fevercll  misfortune,  to  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  American  forell  are  liable,  is  the  lof;*  of  their  children  in 
the  woods.  Thefe  unfortunate  infants,  over  vvl\om  it  is  almoft  impofli- 
blc  to  keep  conllantly  a  watchful  eye,  are  apt  to  run  out  of  the  houfe, 
which  is  Icldom  fenced  the  firft  year,  and  Ihaying  from  their  homes 
are  unable  to  find  them  again.  In  fuch  call's,  however,  all  the  neigh- 
bours, nay  perfbns  from  the  remoteft  parts,  join  in  the  fearch  after 
thefe  little  unfortunate  creatures,  and  fomctimes  they  arc  found ;  but 
there  arc  alio  inllances  of  their  being  totally  loll,  ot  difcovercd  only  when 
dead  of  hnngcr  or  fear,  y  v,  ;tt  uji  t>  ndf  f-w.'*  rmrvAp-  f  rtt  t^  ' 
:.  i?*t  Saturday f 
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.ic  i^aturde^t  the  1 3th  of  June,  '■      >  jtuigvi 

'From  Bevcr^s  we  rode  on,  till  we  came  to  Captain  Metcalp'Si  where 
^e  flopped  for  the  night.  He  lives  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from 
the  £9rmer  houie,  and  keeps  an  inn.  This  diftri^S):  is  called  Watkinf> 
town,  from  feveral  families  of  this  name,  who  pofTefs  the  greateft  pro- 
'per^  here.  The  road  from  Bath  to  Metcalf's  habitation  is  generally 
bad  enough,  as  is  moflly  the  cafe  in  a  luxuriant  foil,  and  efpecially  after 
« fell  of  rain ;  fo  that,  where  the  roads  are  not  properly  made,  the 
intereft  of  the  traveller  muft  abfolutely  clalh  with  that  of  the  land- 
owner. 

Two  miles  on  this  iidc  of  Bever's  houie  wc  had  obferved  the  com- 
xnencement  of  a  range  of  mountains,  which  appeared  to  us  to  feparate, 
in  theie  parts,  the  waters  of  the  Sufquehannah  from  thoie  of  the 
lakes. 

After  we  had  paiTed  the  above  Englifh  fettlement  near  Bath,  wc  hiet 
with  no  habitation  but  at  diftances  of  eighteen,  twenty,  and  twenty^ 
two  miles.  Between  Metcalfs  houfe  and  Canandaqua,  however,  the 
dwellings  iland  clofer  together.  The  lands,  belonging  to  Captain 
Williamfon,  terminate  at  Bever's  houfe ;  all  the  ground  thence  to 
Canandaqua,  and  farther  on,  has  been  fold  by  Robert  Morris,  or 
Meflrs.  Phelps  and  Grorham,  who  had  purcliafed  their  demefnes  before 
^/Ii.  Williamfon  bought  his.  Metcalf,  for  inibmce,  three  years  ago, 
puFchafed  his  eflate  from  them  for  one  (hilling  per  acre.  Of  the  one 
thoufand  acres,  he  then  bought,  he  has  already  fold,  five  hundred  and 
upwards  for  from  one  to  three  dollars  per  acre,  and  fome  have  fetched 
twenty-five  dollars. 

The  profits,  which  are  made  by  fpeculations  in  land,  all  over  Ame- 
rica, and  efpecially  in  this  neighbourhood,  are  great,  beyond  calcula- 
tion. "We  paflcd,  however,  through  feveral  fettlements,  which  were 
cleferted.  Occurrences  of  thb  kind  are  common  enough  in  new  coun- 
tries ;  and  experience  fhews,  that  often  new  fettlers,  who,  in  the  firfl 
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inftance  join  to  clear  and  cultivate  frelh  grounds,  at  the  expiration  ol" 
a  couple  of  years,  one  Only  will,  for  the  moft  part,  remain;  and  the 
fecond,  nay,  at  times,  the  third  fettlers  are  generally  the  beft  colonics. 
They  take  advantage  of  the  labours  and  difburfemcnts  of  their  pvede- 
cciTors,  remain  in  the  country,  and  thus  become  truly  ufeful  to  the  fet- 
tlement.  Captain  Metcalf,  befides  his  lands  and  inn,  pofleiTes  a  faw- 
mill,  where  four  thoufand  five  hundred  feet  of  boards  are  cut  dailv. 
Thcfe  boards  he  fends  on  the  Lake  to  Canandaqua,  where  they  are  fold 
for  ten  (hillings  a  thoufand  feet.  Wheat  is  fold  here  for  fix  Ihillings  a 
buihel,  and  Indian  com  for  four  Ihillings.  There  is  a  fchoolmafter  in 
Watkinftown,  with  a  falary  of  twelve  dollars  per  month  ;  all  the  fami- 
lies, that  contribute  to  this  ftipend,  have  the  right  of  fending  their  chil- 
dren to  his  fchool.  *^ 
~'  The  road  to  Canandaqua  is  bad  and  miry,  running  for  the  iirfb  three 
miles  conftantly  along  water.  A  little  farther  on,  where  its  diredion  is 
more  elevated,  it  mends.  The  foil  contains  a  ftratum  of  black  earth, 
«  foot  or  more  in  depth.  On  travelling  this  road,  wc  obferved  one  or 
two  extenilve  trades  of  ground,  cleared  by  the  Indians,  but  few  habi- 
tations. The  few  ploughs  we  faw  here  were  drawn  by  oxen.  The 
woods  are  thick  and  lofty.  Sugar- maple,  black  birch,  oak,  hickory, 
hemlock  fir,  and  beech,  are  the  itioft  prevailing  trees.  The  ague  is  a 
crommon  diibrder  in  all  thefe  parts*      ?'f    ' 

.  The  Lake  of  Canandaqua,  which  wc  reached  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles  from  the  town,  exhibits  a  very  delightful  afped.  The  banks 
are  not  very  low.  The  long  and  tedious  famcnefs  of  thefe  woods, 
-through  which  ivc  had  paifed,  contributed,  probably,  not  a  little  to 
enhance  the  agreeablenefs  of  the  profpeft  now  before  us.  On  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  lake  is  an  orchard,  where  very  confiderablc  quan- 
tities of  cyder  are  made  for  fale  at  Canandaqua. 


:*  Sunday  t  the  lAth  of  June.  2^<- f'-^-^' ' 

v  Canandaqua  is,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
•f  Ontario.     It  ftaads  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name.     On 

U  ■  tlic 


146 


■W-A    TRAVKLS  IN  NORTIT  AMlih£CA, 


•■f 


the  ground,  now  occupied  by  the  town,  ftood,  four  years  ago,  a  fin* 
gle  fad:ory,  which  carried  on  fomc  trade  with  the  Indians.     The  town 
confifts,  at  prclbnt,  of  forty  houfcs.     The  territory  of  this  city,  which 
contains  about  fifty  thoufand  acres,  is  one  of  the  diftridls,  which  be- 
longed to.  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  and  were  fold  prior  to  the  con^ 
trad  concluded  with  Captain  Williamfon.     The  town,  although  feated 
on  an  eminence,   is  not  more  healthy  than  the  neighbouring  country. 
Mr.  de  Blacons  found  here,  laft  autumn,  a  great  number  of  perfons 
afflided  with  the  ague.     This  was  attributed  to  the  uncommon  wet- 
nefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  ague,  it  was  faid,  had  made  its  appearance 
during  the  rains.     We  are  now  here  in  the  month  of  June ;    and  yet 
it  rages  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  it  did  laft  autumn.     No  alle- 
viation of  this  affli(3:ing  circumftance  is,  therefore,  to  be  expeded,  ex- 
cept from  time,  and  a  gradual  encreafe  of  labour,  cultivation,  and  popu- 
lation.    The*  houfes  in  Canandaqua,   though,  all.  built  of  wood,    arc 
much  better  than  any  of  that  delcription.  I  have  hitherto  feen  in  other 
cities.     They  confift  moftly  of  joiner's  work,  and  are  prettily  painted; 
In  front  of  fome  of  them  are  fmall  courts,  fiirrounded  with  neat  railings^ 
Some  of  the  inhabitants  poffefs  confiderable  property  ;-  among  thefe  arc 
Meflrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham,  for  a  long  time  paft  proprietors  of  thefe  lands-, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  their  children  ;   Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  Ion 
of  Mr.  Robert  Morris  of  Philadelphia,  and  agent  for  his  father  in  the 
management  of  a  large  tra(ft  of  land,  which  he  poffefles  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, with  other  confiderable  diftri<fe  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Geneficc,   and  beyond  it,  ftill  occupied  by  the  Indians,  but  which  he 
has  acquired  the  right  of  purchafing  in  preference  to. all  other  perfons; 
Mr.  Chipping,  diredlor  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  with  the  Inr 
ilians  :  and  many  others,  whofe  names  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn^ 
There  are  two  inns  in  the  town,   and  feveral  Ihops,  where  commodities 
are  fold,   and  ihoes  and  other  articles  made.     T*he  encreafe  of  popula- 
tion, however,  is  not  confiderable  in  thefe  new  fcttlements  ;  and  there, 
is  at  prefcnt  a  great  deficiency  of  labouring  men.     The  habitations  in  " 
the  adjoining  diftri<il  are  but  thinly  fcattered.     The  lands,  as  well  as  the 

town- 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEPOUCAULT  LIANCOl'RT. 


i'l; 


town-fliares,  are,  for  the  moft  part,  the  property  of  rich  uidlviduals,  wh(» 
reiide  in  towns,  and  having  purchafed  thern  on  Ipeculation,  are  unwil- 
ling to  part  with  them  until  time  lliall  have  raifed  their  value. 
V  The  only  potable  water  in  Canandaqua  is  obtained  by  pumps ;  but 
even  this  is  indifferent,  and  no  fpring  has  yet  been  found  in  the  tov\'n, 
or  in  its  neighbourhood.  There  is  not  even  a  creek  lefs  than  four  or 
five  miles  diftant ;  and  there  i",  confequently,  no  profpcd  of  eftablifhinj^ 
any  mills  nearer  the  town. 

The  lands  here  are  faid  to  produce  as  much  wheat  as  is  ncccflary  for 
the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  ordinary  price  of  it  is  fix  /hil- 
lings a  bufliel.  The  woods  contain  but  very  few  large  trees,  the  fcarcity 
of  which,  together  with  the  want  of  faw-mills,  is  the  reafon  why  boards, 
when  bought  at  the  mill,  coft  here  ten  dollars  a  thoufand.  The  price 
of  land  is  three  dollars  per  acre,  without  the  town,  and  fifteen  dollars 
within  its  precindls.  The  price  of  Indian  com,  oats,  &c.  are  much  the 
fame  as  at  Friendfmill  land  Bath.  Day-labourers,  whom  it  is  difficult  to 
procure,  generally  earn  five  ihillings  per  day  wages.  During  the  laft 
harveft,  however,  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  paid  as  high  as  ten  Ihillings,  be- 
fides  finding  them  in  viduals.  The  land,  although  tolerably  good,  is  in- 
ferior to  what  we  faw  in  other  parts  of  Geneflee,  which  we  traverfed. 
The  average  produce,  in  the  firft  year  of  its  cultivation,  is  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  bufliels  of  wheat  per  acre.  They  make  ufe  of  the  plough 
even  in  the  firft  year.  The  oxen  are  good,  becaufe  moft  of  the  new 
fettlers  come  from  New  England,  and  generally  bring  their  cattle  with 
them  from  that  province.  In  our  journey  we  met,  near  Canandaqua, 
ieveral  parties  of  American  emigrants,  more  or  lefs  numerous,  travelling 
to  Niagara.  One  of  them  confifted  of  five  or  fix  families,  who  had 
with  them,  thirty-four  head  of  cattle.  Thefe  travelling  companies  are 
very  frequent ;  emigration  from  Niagara  into  the  United  States  is  alfb 
confiderable,  but  lefs  fo  than  in  the  firft-mentioned  diredlion. 

I  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Chipping  from  General  Knox,  w'hich  Mr.  de 
Blacons  had  deliviered  previous  to  our  arrival.     This  letter  procured  us 
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an  Indian,  who  fpoke  the  French  language,  and  was  to  condu^  us  in 
our  journey  from  Canandaqua  to  Niagara.  He  was  accordingly  fent 
tor  by  Mr.  Chipping.  We  called  at  the  houfe  of  that  gentleman,  to  re- 
turn him  our  thanks  for  this  favour,  and  alio  to  fee  fome  Indians,  who 
were  with  him.  He  ads  as  agent  for  the  United  States,  with  all  the  na- 
tions bordering  on  Canandaqua. 

Thefe  Indians  were  about  twelve  in  number,  among  whom  were  fevc- 
ral  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Seneca  Indians  ;  one  of  them  was  Red  Jacket^ 
a  warrior  of  no  fmall  note  among  his  countrymen.     They  paid  Mr. 
Chipping  a  vifit,   that  is  to  fay,  they  came  to  partake  of  his  whiiky 
and  meat.     Such  parties  come  very  firequently,  and,  in  generjJ,  merely 
for  this,  and  no.  other  purpofe.     On  thefe  occafions  they  drink  as  much 
as  they  can,  and,  when  &tiated,  a  few  bottles  are  generally  diibibuted 
among  the  party,  to  take  with  them.     We  found  them  in  a  fhiall  hut, 
behind  the  agent's  houfe,  which  indeed  refembled  a  ilable,  rather  than  a 
houfe.     Two  of  them  lay  on  the  ground,  intoxicated  to  a  high  degree 
of  infenfibility.     They  were  nearly  naked,  except  that  each  wore  a  wool- 
len, apron,  about  a  foot  iquare,  faftened  to  a  girdle,  to  which  it  was  again 
tied  behind.     From  this  girdle  is  fufpended  that  dreadful  inilrument, 
the  fcalping-knife ;  a  imall  knife,  which  they  generally  ufe  to  cut  their 
meat.     Their  heads  were  not  ihaved,  but  tlie  hair  was  cut  very  ftiort,. 
and  tied  above  in  a  braid,  which  is  made  to  pafs  through  a  iilver  pipe  r 
their  ears  were  quite  bare,  and  adorned  \nth  a  variety  of  fmall  rings.. 
Some  wore  fmall  lilver  plates  at  the  extremity  of  the  nofe,  which  is  ge- 
nerally confidered  as  an  ornament  of  diftindion  for  the  chieftains.   They 
were  all  very  cheerful,  addided  to  laughter,  and  full  of  glee.     They  ap- 
peared highly  delighted  with  viewing  us,  and  were  moft  of  them  hand- 
Ibme  looking  men.     One  ipoke  a  little  Engliih.     As  we  expeft  to  fee- 
whole  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  progrefs  of  our  journey,  I  may  perhaps 
hereafter  be  able  to  give  a  more  amplfe  and  ftttisfadory  account  concern'-' 
ing  themi     As  far  as  my  knowledge  and  obfervation  reach  at  prefent,  it 
is  merely  the  immoral  policy  of  civilized  nations,  which  has  fubjeded 

thefe 


BY  THB  DUKB  DB  LA  ROCHRPOUCAULT  LIANCOWRT. 


MP 


thefe  people  to  the  lowed  rank  in  the  fcalc  of  human  beings.  As  long 
as  they  were  fufFercd  to  remain  in  their  favage  ilatc^  they  were  warlike 
and  independent,  wild,  perhaps,  yet  humane.  Now  that  the  white  peo- 
ple find  it  convenient,  to  attach  them  to  their  interefts,  they  are  fcduced 
with  money  and  whiiky,  and  rendered  as  brutal  and  debauched,  as  it  is 
poffible  to  make  them.  The  odious  and  illiberal  artifices  pracSifed  by  ci- 
vilized nations,  to  render  every  thing  fubfervient  to  their  interefls  only, 
make  their  vaunted  fuperrority  appear  the  more  difgufting  to  the  eye  of 
genuine  philanthropy.    :     .  ^       >    -.i-  n.tt<    ' 

\  A  little  before  our  arrival,  a  party  of  Indians*  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Le  BoBuf,  came  to  Captain  Chipping's,  to  demand  juflice  upon  an. 
American  ibldier,  who  had  murdered  two  Indians,  from  motives  of  jea- 
loufy  and  revenge.  The  bufinefs,  however,  was  hufhed  up  by  the  pay- 
ment of  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  Indian,  which  is  the  fettled  price 
of  compensation  in  fiich  cafes,  and  the  ibldier  remained  at  liberty.  Not 
iot.  however,  when  an>  Indian  murders  a  white  man :  in  this  cafe,  the 
afifailin  is  delivered  up  to  the  Americans,  and  hanged.  And  thus  it  iS' 
that  a;  people,  whicb  makes  its  boail  of  honeily,  juftice,  and  equality, 
can  connive  at  the  moft  flagrant  perverfion  of  juftice,  to  the  eternal 
difgrace  of  both-  its  executors  and  its  vid:lms  !  The  treatment  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  Servitude  of  the  negroes,  have  branded  the  fair  face  of 
American  freedom  with  an  odious  fligma,  which  government,  as  fooa 
as  poflible,  ihould  ftrain  every  nerve  to  efface.  It  is  to  be  feared,  how- 
ever, that  the  caufes  will'  not  be  eafily  removed,  connected  as  thc}^  are 
with  one  of  the  moft  powerful  paflions  of  the  human  breafl— the  love 
of  money!  ^;    f,i  ? 

We  hoped  to  find  a  good  inn  at  Canandaqua,  which  is  no  unpleafant 
thing  in  the  Geneffee  country  in  general,  but  we  were  difappointed. 
What  reafbns  could  induce  Mr.  Blacons  to  prefer  t.he  fecond  inn,  I  could 
net  Icam,  but  it  is  certainly  far  inferior  to  the  firfl.  We  put  up,  however, 
at, the  fecond,  though  not  without  throwing  fome  blame  on  our  friend, 
who  is,  in  general,  more  prudent  in  his  counfel.  Our  diiTatisfatftion  was 
greatly  encreafed,  when  we  were  fhewn  into  the  corn-loft  to  fleep,  being 
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four  of  vis,  in  company  with  ten  or  twelve  other  men !  But  flcep,  the 
great  balm  of  human  unealinefs,  foon  calmed  our  minds. 

My  reft,  however,  was  ere  long  interrupted  by  a  little  circumftance, 
which  I  ihall  mention,  as  it  may  fervc  to  illuftrate  the  habits  of  this 
country.  This  was  the  arrival  of  two  new  guefts,who  foon  entered  our 
loft ;  an  old  man,  and  a  handfomc  young  woman,  who,  I  believe,  was 
his  daughter.  Three  rows  of  beds  were  placed  in  this  large  apartment, 
which  half  filled  it ;  and  there  were  two  empty  beds  in  the  lame  row 
with  mine. 

In  one  of  thefe  the  good  old  man  lay  down  without  undreffing  himfelf, 
and  the  young  woman,  thinking  every  one  about  her  faft  aileep,  fell  to 
ftripping„  w.hjchJhp^  did^j^ompietely  as  if  fhe  had  been  in  a  room  by 
herfelf.  No  movement  on  my  part  interrupted  the  bufmefs  of  her  toilette, 
although  I  could  not  fall  aileep  again  until  the  candle  was  put  out.  This 
little  anecdote,  at  which  European  coynefs  will  no  doubt  either  fcofF  or 
laughs  ihews,  in  an  advantageous  light,  the  laudable  fimplicity  and  in- 
nocence of  American  manners. 

,  Laft  night,  we  rejoined  Blacons  at  Canandaqua;  and  this  morning  Du- 
petitthouars  left  us,  to  proceed  ftraight  to  Conawango,  where  the  Indian* 
who  fpeaks  French,  is  waiting  for  us.  We  fet  out  with  Blacons  on  our 
way  to  Ontario,  intending  to  take  a  view  of  an  eftate  belonging  to  one 
Mr.  Pitt,  of  which  we  had  heard  much  talk  throughout  the  country. 
On  our  arrival,  we  found  the  houfe  crowded  with  Prefbyterians :  its 
owner  attending  to  a  noily,  tedious  harangue,  delivered  by  a  mini- 
ster, with  fuch  violence  of  elocution^  that  he  appeared  all  o>er  in  a  per- 
fpiration.  We  found  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  fome  oats  here  for  our 
horfes,  and  a  few  hafty  morfels  for  our  own  dinner.  As  we  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  viewing  the  eftate,  we  were  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with 
the  fine  profped  of  the  neighbouring  grounds,  which  the  houfe  afforded. 
The  fields  arc  in  a  better  ftate  of  cultivation  than  any  we  have  hitherto 
feen,  and  thoroughly  cleared  of  wood. 

Thi&  eftate  has  been  only  five  years  under  cultivation.  Old  Mr.  Pitt 
md  his  two  fons  poffefs  about  nine  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and 
t;:^'-'j  thirty 
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thirty  of  which  are  cultivated.  Thefc  beautiful  fields  were  cleared  long 
ago  by  the  Indians.  Of  the  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  juft 
mentioned,  fixty  are  laid  out  in  meadows,  on  which  clover  and  timo- 
thy-grafs  are  fown.  Their  (lock  confifts  of  fixty  or  feventy  head  of 
cattle,  of  which  they  fell  \cry  little,  as  they  wifli  to  augment  their 
number  by  breeiling.  The  firft  crop  of  their  meadows  yields  two  tuns 
of  hay  per  acre,  and  the  fccond  is  fed  off  by  the  cattle.  The  winter  does 
not  laft  here  above  three  months  and  a  half,  during  which,  the  live 
ftock  kept  near  the  houfc  are  fed  with  hay,  morning  and  evening,  in 
the  farm-yard.  The  dung-cart  very  rarely  vifits  the  land.  Its  average 
produce  is  twenty  bufhels  of  wheat,  and  thirty-five  bulhels  of  Indian 
com,  per  acre.  The  price  of  wheat  is  fix  -(hillings,  and  of  Jrrdian  corn 
and  oats  three  ihillings  per  bufhel.  The  price  of  cattle  is  the  fame,  as  in 
the  places  before  mentioned.  Labouring  men  earn  live  Ihillings  a  day 
wages,  without  vi6hials.  The  faw  and  corn-mills  lie  at  a  confidcrablc 
diftancc  from  this  houfe.  The  firft  is  eight  miles,  the  fecond  twelve 
miles  diftant.  Com  and  flour  are  tranfported  on  fledges,  during  the  win- 
ter. All  the  corn-fields,  as  well  as  grafs-lands,  had  a  fine  appearance,  and 
feemed  to  he  under  excellent  management.  Yet  a  view  of  the  handfome 
married  and  unmarried  women,  who  filled  the  church  during  both  morn- 
ing and  evening  ferviee,  was  even  more  deleiflable  to  our  fenfes,  than  the 
fine  rural  fcenery.  4. 

-rj;  We  flopped  at  Captain  Watworth*s  to  p'  '^  the  night.  Along  the 
whole  route  from  Canandaqua>  the  woods  app^  .  jeautiful  to  the  e^l,  but 
are  not  fo  crowded  with  trees  as  on  the  other  fiae  of  that  place.  Several 
parts  of  the  forcft  have  been  burnt  down  by  the  Indians,  who  poflefled 
this  country  from  time  immemorial.  We  frequently  traced  or  met  with 
Indian  camps,  as  they  are  called,  i.  e.  places  where  troops  of  them,  who 
were  either  hunting  or  travelling,  had  pafl'ed  the  night.  Their  tents  or 
huts  are  nothing  in  the  world  but  four  pofts,  driven  into  the  ground,  and 
overlaid  with  bark.  In  this  day's  journey  we  pafled  by  the  extremity  of 
four  lakes,  viz.  of  Hemlock,  Conefus,  Honcygoe,  and  Conhodon. 
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Wc  were  much  concciTicd  at  our  difappointmcnt  in  not  finding  Mr. 
Thomas  Morris  at  Canandaqua.  But  a  young  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  WiCKHAM,  who  fecmed  to  be  his  clerk,  and  lives  in  his  houfe,  re- 
ceived us  with  as  much  civility  as  he  could  have  done  himfelf.  in  ad- 
dition to  other  kind  offices,  he  gave  us  a  letter  to  Captain  Watworth, 
a  nephew  of  Colonel  Watworth  of  Conncfticut,  who  lives  in  Ontario, 
and  is  concerned  with  Mr  Thomas  Morris  in  the  purchafe  of  lands. 

Our  letter  of  introdu<^ion  obtained  us,  as  we  expeded,  an  invitation 
to  fleep  at  the  Captain's.  On  our  arrival,  he  told  us,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  fet  out  early  the  next  morning  for  Canandaqua,  to  review  a  party  of 
foldiers,  over  whom  he  is  captain.  Two  minutes  after  this  the  Captain 
got  on  horfeback,  to  fee  a  friend,  as  he  told  us,  though  it  was  then  eight 
o'clock  at  night.  This  condudt,  in  France,  would  have  juitified  a  fui^ 
picion,  that  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  was  diipleaied  with  the  viiit  of  his 
guefts.  With  fome  latitude  it  might,  perhaps,  have  borne  the  fame 
conftruftion  in  America  ;  but  we  found  it  more  convenient  to  aicribe  it 
to  an  uncommon  love  of  cafe,  and  freedom  from  reftraint.  There  was 
no  inn  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and,  as  we  found  our  iituation  not  at  all 
the  worfe,  but  rather  better  for  this  his  behaviour,  we  endeavoured  to 
make  ourfelves  on  our  part  as  agreeable  as  we  could.  As  to  his  habita- 
tion, it  is  a  fmall  log-houie,  as  dirty  and, filthy  as  any  I  have  ever  ieen. 
Whether  the  oiFenfive  fmell,  which  infedted  this  dwelling,  proceeded 
from  cats  or  decayed  ftores,  which  tjhe  Captain  is  reported  to  keep  ibme- 
times  till  they  become  putrefied,  I  am  unable  to  determine  ;  but,  this  is 
certain,  that  we  never  pafTed  the  night  in  a  more  unpleafant  hole.  The 
beds,  bedding,  fheets,  fowls,  room,  fmdl,  &c.  in  fhort,  every  thing  was 
naufeous,  fb  much  fb,  indeed,  as  to  render  the  houfe  extremely  difagrec- 
ble.  I  rofc  early  in  the  morning  to  fee  the  Captain,  before  he  fct  out  on 
his  joumey.  I  found  him  undergoing  the  operation  of  hair  dreifing  by 
his  negro  woman.  He  had  jufl  fold  a  barrel  of  whifky  to  an  Indian, 
and  was  treating  about  the  fale  of  fome  land  with  two  inhabitants  of 
Williamfburg. 

The  price  of  the  Captain's  land  is  from  two  dollars  to  two  and  half  per 
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acre ;  at  lead,  this  is  the  price  at  which  he  oflfcrs  it  for  fale.  He  de- 
mands payment  of  the  whole  ium  agreed  for  within  four  years,  or  one 
fourth  of  the  purchafe- money  every  year.  The  intereft  to  commence  the 
firft  day  after  the  fale.  It  may  esifily  be  conceived,  that  Captain  Wat- 
worth  is  not  a  little  jealous  of  the  great  charader  and  influence  of  Cap- 
tain Williamfon,  who,  from  his  terms  of  ikle  being  far  more  moderate^ 
and  other  circumflances,  cannot  but  have,  and  a<%ually  has,  greatly  the 
advantage  over  him. 

We  learned,  in  this  place,  that  the  Geneflec  flats  are,  every  year 
at  the  end  of  March,  regularly  inundated  for  four  or  Ave  days  by  the 
river  of  that  name,  which  flows  through  them,  and  dcpofits  on  the 
land  a  bed  of  flime,  about  two  or  three  inches  deep  ;  this  ferves  as  an 
excellent  manure  to  the  foil,  and  greatly  promotes  its  fertility.  In- 
(lances  are  known  of  one  acre  having  produced  flfty  bulhels  of  wheat ; 
but  the  average  crop  is  thirty  buihels  per  acre.  Very  little  of  this  land 
has  been  vended  yet ;  as  the  proprietors  do  not  care  to  part  with  it,  until 
an  increafe  of  population  fliall  have  added  conflderably  to  its  value.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  procure  day-labourers  here,  and  their  wages  are  one  dol- 
lar per  day.  Maple  fugar,  of  which  great  quantities  are  ufually  ob- 
tained in  this  neighbourhood,  has  not  anfwered  this  year,  from  the  un- 
common wetnefs  of  the  feafon.  It  is  fold  for  one  fliilling  a  pound. 
Many  commodities,  together  with  numerous  droves  of  cattle,  are  ex- 
ported hence  annually  into  Upper  Canada.  The  Captain,  who  keeps 
a  fliop,  imports  his  goods  from  Connecticut.  They  are  brought  in 
waggons,  drawn  by  oxen,  which  he  afterwards  fattens,  and,  by  felling 
them  at  Niagara,  amply  indemnifies  himfelf  for  any  lofs  he  may  fuftain 
from  the  long  carriage  of  his  wares.  The  beef  of  the  oxen  tlius  fattened 
is  fold,  at  times,  for  one  fliilling  a  pound. 

After  the  Captain  had  left  us,  his  nephew,  a  youth  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  condndled  us  to  the  flats,  or  low  grounds,  which  border  on  the 
river  Geneflee.  They  are  a  tradl  of  land,  about  five  or  fix  miles  in 
length  and  breadth,  for  the  mofl:  part  fituate  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the 
liver ;  yet  fome  are  on  the  other  fide.      Captain  Wa^orth  poflefl'es 
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about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred  acres ;  of  thcfe  ibme  are  cultivated,  but 
much  the  greater  number  lie  in  grafs,  which  was  as  high  as  our  horfes. 
The  flats  belong,  for  the  moil  part,  to  the  Indians ;  but,  as  they  are 
fituate  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  lately  ceded  by  Great  Britain,, 
which  extend  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  State  of  MaiTachufetts 
claims  the  iupreme  right  to  the  property,  and,  in  virtue  of  this  right,  has 
fold  to  MeiTrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham  the  cxclufive  privilege  of  purchafing 
thefe  lands  from  the  Indians,  whenever  they  Ihall  confent  to  part  with 
them.     MeiTrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham  have  fold  this  privilege  of  purchafe  to 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  by  whom  it  has  been  again  fold  to  the  Dutch  Com- 
pany ;  this  gentleman  has  alfo  engaged  to  open  a  negociation  with  the 
Indians,  and  to  prevail  upon  them  to  relinquilh  their  right  to  a  part  at 
leail  ojf  thefe  lands.    Thus  four  different  fets  of  puchafers  have  fuccocded 
each  other  in  regard  to  an  objed,  concerning  the  fale  of  which  the 
confent  of  the  true  original  owners  has  not  yet  been  obtained  ;  and 
four  different  contract  have  been  entered  into,  founded  on  the  fup- 
poiition*  that  it  will  be  an  eoiy  matter  to  remove  the  Indians  from  thefe 
diilant  corners  into  which  they  have  retired.     It  is  fbme  &tisfadion,. 
however,  to  reflet,  that  the  property  of  theie  lands  cannot  be  a^ually 
transferred  without  their  confent ;  but  this,  alas !  is  very  eafily  obtained, 
as  their  more  poliihed  neighbours  well  know.     A  little  whiiky  will  bribe 
their  chieftains  tp  give  their  confent  to  the  largeil  ccifions^  and  thefe  rich 
lands,  this  extenfive  traA  of  territory,  will  be  bartered  away,  w  ith  th^- 
eonfei^  of  all  parties,  for  a  few  rings,  a  few  handkerchiefs,  feme  barrels 
of  rum,  and  perhaps  fbme  money,  which  the  unfortunate  natives  know 
not  how  to  make  uic  of,  and  which,  by  corrupting  what  little  virtue  is 
yet  left  among  them, .  will,  ere  long,  render  them  completely  wretched. 
Vet,  on  the  other  hand^  it  will  not  be  difputed,  that,  if  America  were  to 
bccoinc  more  populous ;  and  if,  in  proceis  of  time,  this  immenfe  region 
could, .  by .  fiiii'  means,  and  on  reaibnable  terms,  be  obtained  from  the 
honeil  and  peaceful  natives,  and  duly  cultivated ;  fuch  a  meafure  would 
doubtjeis  promote  the  general  good  of  America,  and  even  conduce  to  the 
intereib  of  mwkind  i^  large.     At  prcfent,  fcarcely  the  twentieth  part  of 
.r-c^-^a      .  ,  J-  this 
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this  vaft  continent  is  inhabited,  unlefs  nineteen  uncultivated  parts,  dill  in 
the  poiTeiTion  of  the  Indians,  be  fo  conlidcred.  In  a  word,  it  may  be 
quei):loncd,  whether,  even  in  the  cafe  of  all  America  being  peopled  with 
European  fcttlers,  the  fignal  benefits,  to  be  derived  from  the  cultivation  of 
fuch  cxtenfivie  tradls  of  land,  might  not  be  obtained  honcilly  and  honour- 
ably, without  driving  the  original  inhabitants  out  of  their  poflcffions,  or 
at  lead  without  thus  palpably  impofmg  upon  them.  '^'*  ***^* 

The  hufbandry  of  the  Indians  is  confined  to  the  culture  of  a  little 
Indian  com,  and  fome  potatoes.  The  produce  of  one  cv  two  acres  is  Hilly 
fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a  whole  family.  Their  cxtenfive 
meadows  they  leave  to  fuch  fettlcrs,  a;i  choofe  to  pafturc  their  cattle  on 
the  grafs,  or  to  cut  it  for  hay  ;  nay,  they  even  fuffer  them  to  be  cultiA'ated 
and  inclofed  by  frelh  colonifts,  who  arc  continually  removing  wcftward. 
Property,  whether  real  or  perfonal,  has  with  them  no  value  ;  and  the  mea- 
dows, which  at  prefent  only  produce  from  four  to  five  tuns  of  hay  per  acre, 
would  yield  the  richeft  crops  of  various  kinds  of  produce,  and  throw  into 
cultivation  vaft  quantities  of  marketable  and  ufeful  commodities.  To 
reduce  an  acre  of  ground  under  ilcilful  cultivation,  is,  to  confer  a  benefit 
on  the  mafs  of  civilized  fbciety.  This  is  an  admitted  principle  of  political 
oeconomy.  But  here  unfortunately  it  happens,  that  the  ground,  even 
when  taken  ovit  of  the  hands  c^*  the  Indians,  is  not  immediately  reduced 
to  a  proper  ftate  of  cultivation.  It  frequently  continues  long  in  the  hands 
of  mercenary  fpeculators,  who  choofe  neither  to  fell  nor  cultivate  it,  until 
its  value  fhall  have  been  confidcrably  enhanced.  As  an  ultimate  confe- 
quence  of  this  conduA  the  poor  Indians  will  be  harralled,  gradually  ex- 
pelled from  their  homes,  and,  in  the  end,  either  extirpated,  or  rendered 
completely  milerable.  .     -■ 

In  the  courie  of  our  twelve  miles  excurfion  to  the  flats  we  afcended  two 
eminences,  from  which  we  had  a  view  over  the  whole  plain ;  one  of  thefe, 
called  Squawhill,  lies  nearer  to  Ontario,  and  the  other,  Mountmorris, 
to  William(burg.  They  both  contain  Indian  \iUages.  That  fituate  on 
the  former  height  confifts  of  about  fifteen,  and  that  feated  on  the  latter. 
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of  about  four  or  five  fmall  log-houfcs,  {landing  clofc  togctlicr,  roughly  - 
built,  and  overlaid  with  bark.  In  the  infide  appears  a  fort  of  room  not 
floored ;  on  the  fides  they  conftruft  flielves,  covered  with  decr-lkins, 
which  ierve  as  their  cabins  or  fleeping  places.  In  the  midft  of  the  room 
appears  the  hearth,  and  over  it  is  an  opening  in  the  roof  to  let  out  the 
fmoke.  Their  (lores,  confiiling,  for  the  mod  part,  of  nothing  but  Indian 
corn  and  the  flefh  of  deer,  lie  carelefsly  thrown  together  in  a  corner.  One 
of  their  huts  not  unfrequently  contains  two  or  three  families. 

As  wc  pafled  through  their  villages  we  faw  fbme  women  employed  in 
works  of  husbandry,  but  very  few  men.  Among  the  Indians  the  hu(band 
does  not  work  at  all ;  all  laborious  {crvices  are  performed  exclufively 
by  the  wife.  She  not  only  tranfa<fls  every  part  of  domeftic  bufinefs, 
but  cultivates  the  ground,  cuts  wood,  carries  loads,  &c.  The  hufband 
hunts,  fifhes,  fmokes,  and  drinks.  Yet  there  are  fbme  tribes,  fuch  as^ 
for  inftance,  the  Tufcarora* Indians,  among  which  the  hufband  works, 
though  occafionally  and  flightly.  When  I  fpeak  of  Indian  tribes  or 
nations,  I  wilh  to  be  underftood  as  confining  my  obfervation  to  the  fix 
nations,  commonly  called  the  Iroquois,  who  inhabit  the  northern  arts 
of  North  America,  to  the  ibuth  of  Lake  Ontario,  namely,  the  Oi  ^i^ 
dagas,  Tufcarora,  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  Seneca,  and  Mohawks.  The  One  U 
nation  excepted,  which,  northwards  from  New  York,  flill  inhabits  t  e 
banks  of  the  lake  that  bears  their  name,  all  the  other  tribes  have  b(  n 
gradually  expatriated,  and  haye  decreafed  in  number  ;  every  nation  is  r.  w 
divided  into  different  branches  ;  the  families  are  difperfed  abroad,  id 
whifky  is  rapidly  thinning  the  number  of  thofe  which  yet  remain,  t^. 
few  years  more,  and  thefe  nations  will  difappcar  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  as  civilized  people  approach  ! 

Near  the  GenelTee,  on  this  fide  of  that  river,  and  about  five  miles  below 
the  villages  before- mentioned,  {lands  another  village  belonging  to  Indians 
of  the  Oneida  nation.  The  men  are  here  lefs  flothful  than  among  the 
Seneca- Indians  ;  they  are  alfo  tolerably  ingenious  and  expert.  It  ihould 
be  recorded  highly  to  their  honour,  that  the  Indians,  of  whatever  tribe  or 

nation. 
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nation,  are  in  general  mild  and  peaceful,  kindly  officious  in  little  icrvices 
to  the  whites,  and,  on  the  whole,  excellent  neighbours.  1  for  my  part 
am  pretty  well  aiTured,  that,  in  all  the  numerous  quarrels,  which  have 
taken  place  between  the  different  colonifls  and  the  Indians,  on  tlie  con- 
fines of  the  United  States,  in  ninety-nine  inflances  out  of  a  hundred  the 
former  have  been  the  aggreflbrs ;  they  are  weak,  and  they  are  oppreffed. 

In  Mountmorris  Mr.  Morris  poiTeflcs  a  farm  of  about  fixty  acres,  the 
management  of  which  he  leaves  entirely  to  an  Iriihman,  who  arrived 
here  about  two  years  ago,  from  New  England,  The  wheat,  rye,  and  In- 
dian corn  are  certainly  excellent ;  but  the  account  this  man  gave  us  of 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  foil  does  not  correfpond  with  Captain  Wat- 
worth's  ftatement.  It  yields,  he  fays,  only  twenty-five  bulhels  of  wheat 
per  acre ;  and  as  this  perfon  is  not  concerned  in  the  felling  of  land,  I 
judge  his  report  to  be  much  more  deierving  of  credit,  than  the  Captain's. 
It  muft  be  allowed,  however,  that  the  land  here  is  uncommonly  produc- 
tive, that  the  flats  form  a  very  extenfive  tra<fl  of  ground,  and  that  they 
afford  a  fine  profpc<ft,  which  cannot  but  be  extremely  pleafmg  even  to 
thofe,  who  have  not  been  cloyed,  as  we  were,  with  the  eternal  afpeft  of 
forefls  and  woods.  Mr.  Morris,  it  fliould  feem,  had  eflablifhed  this  farm 
rather  with  an  intention  to  exercife  and  fecure  his  right  of  property,  than 
from  any  immediate  views  of  profitable  culture.  Its  prefent  occupier  en- 
joys the  produce  but  of  a  very  fmall  portion  of  this  vaft  territory.  Neither 
his  habitation,  nor  his  cflablifhment  in  general,  impreffes  you  with  the 
idea  of  a  refpedlable  farmer. 

Returning  from  our  excurfion,  wc  paffed  through  Williamlburg,  the 
central  point  of  Captain  Williamfon's  fettlements  in  this  neighbourhood. 
It  is  a  village  confifling  of  about  twelve  houfes.  The  habitations  are  faid 
to  be  very  numerous  in  the  adjacent  country.  Williamfburg  is  feated  on 
the  point,  where  Canaforaga  creek  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  river  Ge- 
neiTee.  This  river,  as  well  as  the  creek,  which  on  our  excurfion  we  were 
feveral  times  obliged  to  ford,  are  fo  clofely  hemmed  in,  that  frequently 
it  is  very  difficult  to  fcale  their  banks.    The  courfe  gf  the  river  GenefTec 
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is  rapiil,  and  full  of  windings,  its  water  alfb  is  genchilly  mtiddj^,  and 
had.  .   ^  i^■•^^  .  -    ^  .  '  o: 

Three  miles  from  Captain  Watworth's  habitation,  a  Frenchman,  for- 
itierly  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Domingo,  refidcs,  with  his  mulatto,  on  ah 
eftate  of  about  twenty  acres,  and  in  a  houfe  only  twelve  feet  fquarc, 
which  he  conftruded  himfclf,  with  the  affiftancc  6£  his  faithful  fervarit. 
This  Frenchman  is  named  De  Bdut,  and  is  a  native  of  Alface.  A  quar- 
rel with  a  gentleman  of  confequence  in  his  province,  whom  he  accused 
of  having  defrauded  him  of  an  inheritance,  and  a  duel  that  enlued,  in 
which  he  wdunded  his  antagonift,  who  was  much  older  than  hinifelf, 
compelled  him,  in  the  prime  of  youth,  to  quit  his  native  country,  from 
the  dread  of  a  "  left  re  de  cachet''  The  firft  ftep,  which  he  took  after  this, 
was  to  enlift,  as  a  private,  in  the  regiment,  which  bears  the  name  of  the 
Cape ;  and  in  this  fituation  he  (bon  evinced  by  his  condudl,  that  he  had 
received  a  liberal  educatibn.  He  next  obtained  his  difcharge ;  and  as  he 
had  been  originally  deftined  for  the  profeffion  of  an  engineer,  his  attain- 
ments, which  were  very  refpeiSlable,  fumifhed  him  with  th6  means  of 
rendering  himfelf  ufeful  to  the  colonifts.  By  degrees  he  rofe  to  the  fitua- 
tion of  Grand  Voyer  (inlpei^lor  general  of  the  hi^-roads)  in  St.  Do- 
mingo :  he  moreover  cultivated  a  plantation,  bequeathed  to  him  by  a 
friend.  He  now  poflefTed  a  good  income,  and  had  a  fine  proi|)e<^  of  ac- 
quiring a  very  handfbme  property,  when  on  a  fudden  the  civil  diflen- 
tions  at  the  Cape  broke  out.  Being  forced  to  quit  the  town,  he  retired 
to  America,  though  in  a  very  indifferent  plight,  with  but  little  money, 
few  efFe<^s,  and  fome  bills  on  France.  From  niotives  of  parfimony,  he 
proceeded  to  Hartford.  Here  Colonel  WatWorth,  commi/erating  his 
misfortunes,  and  his  diftrefTcd  fjtuation,  made  him  an  offer,  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  negociate  his  bills,  in  which  he  fhould  probably  meet 
with  Icfs  difficulties  than  an  emigrant  Frenchman ;  he  at  the  fame 
time  made  Mr.dc  Boui  a  tcrnporary  grant  of  a  certain  number  of  acres  on 
the  river  Greneffec,  engaging  to  flipply  him  with  the  neccfTary  money  and 
Aores,  iind  to  render  him  every  other  afliflanCe  in  his  power.     The  bills 
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were  to  fcrve  as  a  fecurity  for  all  the  previous  diiburfements. 
outline  of  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  de  Boui.  ^t  , ^      ^  ifi^f.^U 

.  >s,There  arc  but  few  men,  I  ihould  fuppolc,  who  do  not  feel  themieives 
agreeably  interefted  by  the  fight  of  a  covm^map  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
world.  Unhappily  the  French  revolution  has  in  a  great  mcafure  {lifted 
thefe  amiable,  natural  feelings.  If  two  Frenchmen  now  meet,  they  are,. 
in  general,  fo  foured  by  political  partialities,  that  they  feel  a  mutual  dif- 
tniil,  if  not  averfion.  Thanks  to  heaven,  the  revolution  and  its  conco- 
mitant evils  have  T)ot  yet  infpired  me  with  hatred  to  any  individuals,  much 
Icfs  have  they  fbured  my  feelings  to  mifanthropy.  This  is  a  comfort, 
which  I  highly  prize,  and  to  which,  even  in  my  prefent  fituation,!  am  in- 
debted fo/  moments,  j)ot  altogether  unaccompanied  with  pleaiiire.  I,  there- 
fore, fincerely  fympathifed  in  Mr.  de  Boui' s  misfortunes.  MeiT.  Blacons  and 
Dupetitthouars  became  acquainted  with  him  lafl  year.  Blacons  was  der 
puted  by  the  reft  of  us  to  inform  this  hermit,  a  name,  which  he  deleryes  as 
well  as  any  man  living,  of  our  intention  to  dine  with  him  tbat  day.  De 
Blacons*  viilt,  ?ind  our  arrival,  afforded  him  much  pleafure  and  fatisfa<^on. 
The  fight  of  his  countrymen  was  the  jpnote  agreeable  to  him,  as  from  a 
peeviflmefs  of  temper,  eitlier  contracted  by  prior  misfortunes,  or  becaufe 
he  has  been  adlually  ilj  ufed,  he  is  highly  diflatisfied  with  the  Americans. 
He  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  poflefled  of  a  found  undcrftanding,  and  en- 
tertaining in  his  manners  and  converfation.  From  the  natural  generofity 
of  his  own  mind,  his  dilguft  at  the  felfilhnefs  of  others,  and  his  over-r 
nice  feelings,  he  is  a  perfe<3:  mifantlirope ;  a  conftant  gloom  hangs  upon 
his  fpirits.  He  fpeaks  of  Americana  with  a  bittcrnefs,  which  can  hardly 
be  juftified  when  applied  to  individuals,  but  evidently  degenerates  into  pre- 
judice and  injuftice  when  applied  to  the  nation  at  large.  He  lives  here, 
fequeftered  from  all  the  world,  or  at  leaft  with  no  other  company,  but 
that  of  his  mulatto  Jofeph  ;.  who  has  never  left  him,  and  is  indeed  his 
friend,  rather  than  his  fervant.  Jofeph  a6ls  in  the  different  capacities  of 
cook>  gardener,  and  hufbandman,  for  Mr.  de  Boui  fo ws  one  or  two  acres 
in  the  fiats  with  Indian  corn,  half  the  produce  of  wiiich  he  allows  the 
proprietor;  he  takes  care  of  the  fowls  and  pigs,  and  works  at  times  i'or 
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the  neighbours,  that  they  may,  in  return,  lend  their  oxen  occaiionally^to 
his  mailer,  and  fupply  him  with  eggs,  milk,  and  other  fuch  like  articles, 
'which,  though  trifles  in  themselves,  are  of  no  fmall  v^ue  in  tlib  folitade. 
Jofepfh  always  appears  bufy  and  cheerful :  he  is,  in  ifa6l,  a  rare  and  af> 
ifeding  inilance  of  the  molk  faithful  attachment  to '  his  mafter,  who,  in 
return,  fets  a  high  and  juft  taluc  on  this  refpedable  fervant,  without 
virhofe  ailiftance  and  fupport  his  philofb|^y  would  be  of  litde  avail.  Mr. 
de  Boui  is  a  man  of  eattenfive  reading,  but  the  morofity  of  his  tem<- 
per  frequently  diilorts  his  ideas.  He  hates  mankind,  and  therefore  i& 
conflantly  fullen  and  wretched. 

Dupetatthouars,  who  rejoined  us  there,  and  myfelf,  flopped  die  night  at 
the  habitation  of  this  worthy  gentleman,  becaufe  he  feemed  to  wifh  it. 
Mefl!  Guillemard  and  Blacons,  however,  to6k  up  their  night-quarters  in 
Canav«^ga,  with  a  ■view  to  get  every  thing  ready  for  our  journey  to  Fort 
Erie.  We  pafled  the  afternoon  and  next  morning  in  converfation  with 
our  hofl,  and  in  taking  tittle  walks,  efpecially  to  a  fmall  Indian  village 
already  mentioned,  with  which  De  Boui  h^ds  a  frequent  intercourfe  of 
civilities,  fervices,  and  trade,  and  where  at  times,  when  there  is  a  prefs  of 
buflnefs  on  his  hands,  he  alfo  hires  labourers  to  weed  his  garden :  theic 
are  women,  whom  he  pays  at  the  rate  of  three  fhillings  a  day.  We  left 
him,  not  without  a  high  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  kind  and  friendly  re- 
ception we  had  met  with,  nor  did  he  feem  alt<^ether  infenfible  to  a  degree 
of  fatis^<%on  a€brded  by  our  company.  He  may  perhaps  prove,  ere 
long,  a  very  valuable  acceflion  to  the  fettlement  at  Afylum. — ^May  he  live 
there,  if  not  hap{^,  at  leaft  content ;  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that 
the  peevifhnefs  of  temper,  which  this  unfortunate  man  has  contradled, 
will  dry  up  eveiy  fburcc  of  pr(»nifed  happinefs  and  comfort,  which  this 
world  might  yet  aiford  J 

Tue/Uay,  the  lOth  ofJufte, 

The  road  from  Ontario  to  Canawaga  is  a  good  one  for  this  country. 
As  udial,  it  leads  through  the  mid&  of  woods.     Within  a  fpace  of  twelve 
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miles  wc  iaw  only  one  habitation.  In  this  journey  we  difcovercd  two  In- 
dians lying  under  a  tree ;  though  we  had  already  feen  a  confiderable  number 
of  them,  yet  this  meeting  had  tor  us  all  the  attraction  of  novelty,  as  we 
found  them  in  a  ftatc  of  intoxication,  which  fcarcely  manifefled  the  leaft 
iymptom  of  life.  One  wore  round  his  neck  a  long  and  heavy  filver  ch&in, 
from  which  a  large  medallion  of  the  fame  metal  was  fufpended,  on  one 
fide  whereof  was  the  image  of  George  Waihington,  and  on  the  other 
the  motto  of  Louis  the  Fourtccnth-'^nec  pluribus  impar,  with  a  figure  of 
the  iun,  which  was  ufually  difplayed  with  it  in  the  French  arms.  This 
Indian  was,  no  doubt,  the  chieftain  of  a  tribe ;  we  were,  however,  obliged 
to  leave  his  excellency  in  a  ditch,  out  of  which  we  made  repeated  eflforts 
to  drag  him,  but  in  vain.  WfT->  i^Hl  :  i^A|tk^%i>Wiv5i'j^!i  ki*^r^V?f^'^y^  .t  ;>*/'; 
Canawaga  is  a  fmall  town  ;  Mr.  Morris  is  the  proprietor  of  the  lands, 
which  he  holds  on  the  fame  condition  of  procuring  their  ceilion  from 
the  Indians,  as  he  does  all  the  other  lands  already  mentioned.  The  price 
of  land  here,  which  at  firil  was  one  Ihilling  and  fix  pence  per  acre,  {oon 
role  to  three  ihillings,  and,  by  degrees,  has  been  fo  enhanced,  that  fmgle 
acres,  near  the  town,  were  lately  fold  for  eight  dollars.  The  habitations 
here  are  yet  but  few,  but  among  them  is  one  of  the  beft  inns  wc 
have  feen  for  fome  time  paft.  Mr.  Berry  keeps  it;  a  good,  civil 
man,  but  conllantly  inebriated.  In  common  with  feveral  other  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  he  has  bought  land  from  the  Indians,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  prior  right  of  purchafe,  vefted  in  Mr.  Morris  by  the  ftatc 
of  Maflachufetts.  Without  any  wilh  to  vindicate  this  prior  right,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  confidered  with  refpeft  to  the  Indians,  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  foil,  is  an  a<3:  of  flagrant  injuftice,  I  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing,  that  this  right,  founded  as  it  is  on  the  laws  of  tlie  land,  cannot  be 
infringed  by  private  individuals,  without  expofmg  themfelves  to  the 
hazard  of  being  difpofTefled,  and  that  in  flri(5l  juflice,  of  the  lands,  pur- 
chafed  in  violation  of  this  right.  The  perfons  here  alluded  to,  who  have 
bought  land  from  the  Indians,  arc  perfedlly  aware  of  the  flippery  ground 
on  which  they  fland ;  but  hope,  that  as  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Morris  are  rather 
in  a  flate  of  derangement,  he  ^^'ill  not  be  able  to  make  good  his  purchale 
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of  the  lands  from  the  Indians ;  hence  they  are  led  to  conclude,  that  the 
contrad,  by  which  he  has  transferred  his  right  to  the  Dutch  company, 
nuift  eventually  become  void.  «_  _*  .  ^-.".  ;u:.^   ^^..  .;  .  .     «  i ...,  .s. 

-^  This  whole  track  of  land  is,  as  yet,  fo  thin  of  inhabitants,  that  we 
could  not  come  at  a  right  eflimate  of  the  price  of  provifion,  labourers' 
wages,  &c.  Both  labourers  and  provifion  are  equally  fcarce ;  and  the 
prices  are,  I  prefume,  not  much  different  from  thofe  in  the  diftrids  I 
mentioned  lad.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  Indians  occafions  a  frequent 
intercourfe  with  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  game,  fifti,  &c.  and 
though  they  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  value  of  money,  and  appear  fond  of 
it,  yet  Icarcely  any  buiinefs  is  tranfaded  with  them,  imlefs  in  the  way  of 
barter,  Whilky  is  their  chief  objed ;  but  old  clothes,  hats,  knives,  look- 
ing-glaflcs,  paints,  &c.  in  Ihort,  almofi:  every  commodity,  the  refufe  of 
European  markets,  will  do  for  them ;  and  it  may  be  advanced  as  a  moral 
certainty,  that  the  white  people  can  hardly  become  lofers  in  this  traffic. 
The  Indians,  indeed,  to  fpeak  a  well  known  truth,  are  conftantly  cheated ; 
their  ignorance  lays  them  open  to  fraud,  and  it  is  taken  advantage  of  al- 
moft  ninety-nine  times  in  a  hundred,  by  thofe  who  have  dealings  with 
them. 

Before  I  quit  this  country,  which  is  more  or  lefs  inhabited  by  fubjeds 
of  the  United  States,  I  fhall  present  the  reader  with  a  few  general  obfer- 
vations  on  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  which  may  ferve  as  a  fupplement 
to  thofe  I  made  on  my  arrival  at  Northumberland.  Since  that  time  we 
have  traverfed  a  country  altogether  new  :  the  various  fettlements,  which 
lie  more  or  lefs  clofely  together,  and  are  occupied  by  colonifts  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  afford  nothing  particularly  worthy  of  obfervation. 
It  feems  to  be  the  chief  objed  of  the  inhabitants  of  this'new  country,  to 
raife  the  price  of  their  labour  as  high  as  poffible,  and  then  to  Ipend  their 
earnings  in  unneceffary  trifles,  as  faft  as  they  can.  From  this  prevailing 
humour  we  may  readily  account  for  the  flourifhing  condition  of  the  fliops, 
or  ftores,  as  they  are  called.  "  A  labourer  or  his  family  goes  to  a  Ihop, 
to  lay  out  fix-pence  in  ribbands,  or  two-pence  in  tobacco.  Perhaps  they 
have  four  dollars  in  their  pockets,  and  with  thefe,  fuch  is  the  rage 
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for  (hop  commoditieSf  they  purchafe  articles,  which,  on  entering  the 
(hop,  they  never  intended  to  buy,  and  for  which  they  have  no 
real  occaiion.  Sometimes  they  purchafe  on  credit ;  and  the  (hop- 
keeper,  who  clears,  at  leaft,  one  hundred  per  cent,  has  generally  no 
objcdlion  to  felling  upon  thefe  terms  toperfons  who  are  houfekeepers  in 
the  neighbourhood,  or  who  work  there  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
difburfements  of  thofe,  who,  in  this  new  country,  undertake  to  clear 
large  tracks  of  ground,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  a  (lore,  are,  there- 
fore inconfiderable,  efpecially  in  regard  to  labourers'  wages,  as  the 
money  cleared  in  the  (hop  quickly  brings  back  all  that  is  expended  in 
labour  for  days,  weeks,  and  months  together.  The  ftorekeepers  too 
frequently  take  advantage  of  the  credulity,  eaiinefs  of  temper,  and  ig- 
norance of  the  half-favage  fort  of  people,  who  inhaltlt  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  and  thefe  in  return  abufe  the  credulity,  eafinefs,  and  ignorance 
of  the  poor  Indians.  In  fa£t  the  conduct  of  mankind  at  large  is  in 
general  nothing  more  than  a  chain  of  frauds  and  impo(itions,  only 
fomewhat  lefs  barefaced  than  thofe  of  the  ftorekeepers  in  the  new 
American  dominions.       v..j?'u-i;:  .*  .  .1.  .^  ,,  ,.  *  .:^ -. 

I  (hall  add  a  word  or  two  on  the  methods  pradlifed  by  them  in  the 
management  of  thefe  new  fettlements.  When  a  family  have  come  to 
a  refolution  to  fettle  in  this  country,  the  hufband,  the  latter  end 
of  fummer,  repairs  to  the  fpot  where  the  fettlemcnt  is  to  be  made. 
The  firft  thing  he  does  is  to  cut  down  the  fmall  trees  on  one  or  two 
acres ;  he  next  barks  the  larger  trees,  and  then  fows  a  little  rye  or 
wheat.  Of  the  wood  he  has  felled,  he  conftrufts  a  fmall  houfe,  and 
makes  fuitable  fences  around  it ;  a  labour,  which  may  be  performed  in 
about  a  month's  time.  He  then  returns  to  his  former  habitation  ;  and, 
at  the  beginning  of  fpring,  he  brings  his  family  and  the  be(V  of  his 
cattle  to  the  new  fettlement.  His  cows  coft  him  little,  being  turned 
into  the  woods  to  graze :  he  then  finifhes  his  houfe,  plants  pota- 
toes, fows  Indian  corn,  and  thus  is  enabled  to  provide  for  the  Hrft 
year's  maintenance.  While  thus  employed,  he  is  at  the  fame  time 
r,  •:  Y  a  clearing 
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clearing  more  ground,  burning  the  trees  he  has  already  felled,  and,  as  far 
as  may  be,  even  thofe  which  he  has  barked.  By  this  procefs  the  roots  of 
the  bufhes  are  in  a  great  meafure  dedroyed ;  yet  they  require  to  be 
more  carefully  grubbed  out  of  land,  which  is  to  be  thoroughly  cleared. 
The  afhes  afford  a  vary  ufeful  manure,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft 
judges,  are  enaployed  this  way  to  much  greater  advantage,  than  when 
converted  into  pot-alh,  the  making  of  which  is,  with  the  new  fettlers,. 
merely  the  refult  of  neceflity ;  for  if  a  faw-mill  be  at  hand,  the  large 
trees  can  be  conveyed  thither  by  oxen.     Thus,   within  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  a  man  may  clear  fifteen  acres ;  and  few  families  cul- 
tivate more  than  thirty.     The  barked  trees  are   left  flanding  for  a 
longer  or  (horter  tir^ie,  according  to  circumftances,  viz.  the  fpecies  of 
the  tree,    the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  degree  of  the  wetnefs  of  the 
feafon*     The  hemlock-fir  will  fland  eight  or  nine  years,  the  oak  four 
or  five,  the  maple  three  or  four,  and  trees,  all  the  branches  of  which 
have  been  burnt  off*,  feldom  fall  before  this  time.     The  flumps  of  the 
felled  trees,  generally  two  or  three  feet  high  above  the  ground,  hardly 
rot  fooner  than  the  barked  trees,  which   have   been  left  flanding  on 
the  lands.     The  dwellings  of  new  fettlers  are  commonly  at  firfl  fet 
up  in  a  very  flight  manner  ;  they  confifl  of  huts,  the  roofs  and  walls 
of  which  are  made  of  bark,  and  in  which  the  hufband,   wife,   and 
children  pafs  the  winter,  wrapped   up  in   blankets.     They  alfo  fre- 
quently conflrudl:  houfes  of  trees  laid  upon  each  other  ;  the  interflices 
of  which  are  either  filled  up  with  loam,  or  left  open,  according  as 
there  is  more  or  lefs  time  to   fill  them  up.     In  fuch  buildings  as 
have  attained  to  fome  degree  of  perfedion,  there  is  a  chimney  of  brick 
or  clay ;  but  very  often  there  is  only  an  aperture  in  the  roof  to  let 
.    out  the  fmoke,  and  the  fire  is  made  and  replenifhed  with  the  trunks 
of  trees.  At  a  little  diflance  from  the  houfe  flands  a  fmall  oven,  built 
fometimes  of  brick,  but  more  frequently  of  clay,  and  a  little  farther 
off  appears  a  fmall  flied,  like  a  fentry-box,  which  is  the  neceffary,  or 
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Salt  pork  and  beef  are  the  ufual  food  of  the  new  fettlers ;  their  drink 
is  water  and  whilky,  yet  there  are  few  families  unprovided  with  coffee 
and  chocolate.  .j^^j  ^^^. 

,  We  (hould  not  omit  to  obferve,  that  the  axe,  of  which  the  Americans 
make  ufe  for  felling  trees,  has  a  (borter  handle  than  that  of  European 
wood>cutters.  Not  only  the  Americans,  but  Irilh  and  German  workmen 
have  afTured  me,  that  they  can  do  more  work  with  this  Hiort  handled 
axe,  than  with  the  European.  The  blade  likewife  is  not  fo  large  as  that 
of  the  latter.  Mod  of  thefe  axes  are  made  in  America,  but  confider- 
able  numbers  are  alfo  imported  from  Germany. 

Though  fome  or  moft  of  the  particulars  above  detailed  may  be  found 
in  works,  which  treat  of  the  inland  or  back  parts  of  America,  yet  I 
judge  them  not  unworthy  of  a  place  in  this  journal. 

Refpeding  the  tenets  or  obfervaiices  of  religion,  it  ihould  feem  that 
little  room  is  left  for  a  due  attention  to  either,  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Pennfylvania  and  other  parts  of  GenefTee.  In  the  towns,  as  well  as 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  that  are  in  any  degree  populous,  there  are, 
indeed,  every  where  places  appropriated  to  religious  worfhip  ;  but,  un- 
lefs  I  am  greatly  miflaken,  religion  is  generally  coniidered  rather  as  a 
political  engine  than  a  way  to  falvation.  In  the  new  fettlements  you 
meet  frequently  with  religious  books,  but  they  contain  the  peculiar  ef- 
fufions  of  different  feds,  rather  than  the  fimple  morality  of  fcriptural 
religion.  Prayer-books,  with  other  devotional  exercifes  of  that  defcrip- 
tion,  are  chiefly  found  among  the  rigid  Methodifts,  or  fanatic  Scotch 
Prefbytcrians.  Yet  the  bitternefs  and  fanaticifm  of  thefe  feds  are 
rapidly  wearing  away  in  thefe  forefls.  Chiefly  taken  up  with  clear- 
ing the  ground,  and  anticipating  in  imagination  the  beneficial  refults 
of  their  labour,  they  foon  forget  all  other  concerns. 

The  colonifls,  who  arrive  from  New  England,  are,  upon  the 
whole,  more  religious  than  any  of  the  other  inhabitants.  They  make 
a  point  of  building  churches,  and  providing  preachers,  as  foon  as 
circumflances  enable  them  to  do  fo.    Moll  of  thefe  religionifls  fettle  in 
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the  upper  diftricl  of  Gencflec,  and  fpeak  with  contempt  of  the  fettle* 
mcnts  on  the  Sufquchaiinah,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tioga,  where 
the  inhabitants,  far  from  having  places  of  worihip,  fcarcely  ever  men- 
tion the  name  of  God.  Ac  the  lame  time  it  mufl  be  admitted,  that  the 
planters,  who  come  from  New  England,  are  purer  in  their  morals  than 
any  of  the  reft;  and  that  they  are  not  only  remarkably  indudrious, 
but  alfo  the  moll  expert  agriculturids  and  workmen. 

As  to  the  fertility  of  the  country  in  natural  productions,  it  is 
very  great  indeed.  In  many  parts,  the  trees  are  of  a  prodigious 
fize  and  thicknefs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  largeft  trees  feldom 
flrike  their  roots  deeper  than  about  four  or  Hve  inches  into  the 
ground  ;  this  was  at  lead  the  cafe  with  all  thofe  which  had  been  over- 
turned by  the  winds,  and  lay  near  the  road.  The  thickets  are  frequently 
fo  clofe,  that,  for  feveral  miles  together,  they  bear  the  appearance  of 
one  large  tree,  under  which  grafs  is  growing  in  thick  tufts  and 
clufters.  Fern,  a  fight  rare  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  ia 
very  frequently  in  the  back  fettlements.  Shrubs  of  every  defcription, 
and  flowers  of  various  forms  and  hues  adorn  the  woods  and  pleafe  the 
eye  with  their  beautiful  appearance,  but  do  not  fo  much  regale  the  tra- 
veller with  their  fragrance.  They  more  or  lefs  refemble  European 
plants ;  but  are  in  general  of  different  fpecies. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  infedls  and  flies  feen  here,  which  alone 
would  furniih  abundant  matter  of  enquiry  for  the  curious  naturalid, 
luminous  worms  are  fo  very  numerous,  as  frequently  to  difFufe  by 
night  a  brightnefs,  which  is  really  aftonifliing. 

The  town  of  Canawaga  is  fituated  on  the  river  Geneflee,  the  courfe 
of  which  we  have  followed  without  deviation  ever  fincc  we  left  Ontario. 
By  the  Indians  this  river  is  called  Caftioufiagon.  We  much  regret, 
that  we  did  not  fee  the  three  falls  of  this  river,  which  are  but  half  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  diftant  from  each  other  ;  the  firft  is  one  hundred,  the 
fecond  thirty,  and  the  third  feventy  feet  high ;  they  are  all  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  in  breadth.     This  river,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
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Lake  Ontario,  previoufly  forms  a  very  fmall  lake  of  uncommon 
depth,  which  alfo  is  difcharged  into  Lake  Ontario  by  a  narrow  chan- 
nel, not  very  deep.  The  appearance  of  thefe  falls  is  faid  to  be  ex- 
tremely grand  and  beautiful ;  we  felt  a  (Irong  inclination  to  vifit  them  ; 
but  Mr.  Blacons  expreding  an  earnefl  detire  to  haflen  his  return  to 
Afylum,  and  to  fee  the  Niagara,  we  facrificed  to  his  wifhes  our  owa 
curiofity  with  rcfpeft  to  the  falls  of  the  river  Geneflee.       ,  u  ^ 


J.,  "i. 


'..  .  y    ,  '  y  Wednefday,  the  17th  of  June.  ^^    ^.   , 

After  remaining  half  a  day  at  Canawaga,  we  at  length  fet  out, 
early  in  the  morning,  to  traverfe  the  defarts,  as  they  are  called.  The 
guide,  procured  by  Mr.  Chipping,  as  already  mentioned,  had  been 
waiting  for  us  two  days.  This  man,  a  native  of  Canada,  who,  accord- 
ing to  falfe  reports,  had  adopted  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Indi- 
ans, from  love  for  zfquaw  (the  term  for  an  Indian  woman)  of  whom  he 
was  excefllvely  fond,  did  not,  on  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  him,  anfwer 
any  of  the  romantic,  or  at  leafl  extraordinary  ideas,  we  had  been  led  to 
form  of  him.  During  the  American  war,  he  had  ferved  for  fome  time 
in  an  Englifh  regiment  in  Canada  ;  but  having  found  an  opportunity  to 
defert,  he  fettled  in  the  American  dominions  on  the  banks  of  the  Ge- 
nefTee.'  He  has  been  enabled  to  fave  a  little  money  by  means  of  a  fmall 
trade,  which  he  carried  on,  and  efpecially  by  felling  whiiky  to  the  In- 
dians ;  after  this  he  became  acquainted  with  an  Indian  girl,  tolerably 
handfome,  whom  he  married,  after  (he  had  borne  him  feveral  children  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  declared  her  his  wife  in  the  Indian  manner ;  an  obli* 
gation,  however,  which  binds  him  no  longer  than  he  himfelf  choofes. 
According  to  his  own  account,  he  poffefles  a  fmall  eftate  in  the  diftri£b 
of  Geneflee,  and  another  much  larger  in  Tonowante  (an  Indian  village 
equally  diftant  from  Niagara  and  Canawaga),  which  Pondrit  (our 
guide)  purchafed  of  the  Indians  for  fome  gallons  of  whiiky,  and  which 
he  can  enlarge,  at  pleafure,  as  every  one  there  is  at  liberty  to  appropri- 
ate to  himfelf  any  quantity  of  land  he  thinks  proper.     This  man,  as  far 
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as  we  could  judge,  appears  to  have  fettled  among  the  Indians  from 
motives  not  the  mod  praife- worthy,  viz.  lazinefs  and  indolence ;  he 
would  rather,  it  feems,  let  his  wife  work,  than  do  fo  himfelf,  gain 
money  without  care  or  toil,  and  by  his  fupcrior  knowledge  overreach 
the  Indians  in  the  fmall  trade  he  carries  on  with  them.  In  other  re- 
fpefts  he  is  a  free,  jovial  felfow  enough,  proud,  good-humoured,  art- 
ful under  the  appearance  of  aukwardncfs  ;  and  in  brief,  not  a  little  like 
many  of  the  French  peafants,  who,  after  having  ferved  feme  time  in 
a  regiment,  return  to  their  native  village  with  a  tolerable  (lock  of  felf- 
con6dence  and  aflfurance,  which,  if  not  blended  with  a  due  regard  to 
confcience  and  morals,  frequently  degenerates  into  impudence,  and 
fometimes  draws  them  in  the  end,  into  a  licentious  and  reliefs  way  of 
life.  Under  the  guidance  of  this  Pondrit,  who,  by  the  by,  was  not  even 
dreffed  as  an  Indian,  we  fet  out  on  our  journey.  He  led  a  horfe  that 
belonged  to  him,  and  was  loaded  with  our  (lores,  which  Indian  guides 
generally  trudge  with  on  their  backs. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Canawaga,  (lands  a  fmall  village  of 
the  Seneca  Indians,  through  which  we  pafTed,  confiding  of  only  three 
or  four  houfes.  We  found  there  again  a  hatidfome  young  man,  who 
had  vidted  us  the  night  before  in  Canawaga.  It  was  obfervable,  that 
thefe  Indians  (hewed  a  (Irong  attachment  to  us  as  Frenchmen,  repeat- 
edly a(ruring  us,  that  the  remembrance  of  our  nation  was  peculiarly 
dear  to  them  ;  we  in  return  regaled  them  plentifully  with  rum.  The 
young  man,  who  was  more  intoxicated  than  his  comrades,  was 
feized  every  now  and  then  with  fits  of  madnefs,  which  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  himfelf  or  thofe  about  him,  but  for  the  careful  attend- 
ance of  a  young  fquaw,  who,  partly  by  menaces,  and  partly  by  care(res, 
got  him  out  of  the  inn,  caufed  his  arms  to  be  tied  by  his  comrades, 
and  carried  him  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  where,  lefs  difturbed,  (he 
continued  her  attendance,  until  (he  had  Toothed  his  rage,  though  he 
was  not  perfeftly  redored  to  his  fenfes.  An  Indian  waihed  the  face 
aiid  head  of  his  inebriated  comrade,  by  fpouting  water  upon  him,  which 
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lie  took  into  his  inouth,  and  at  the  fame  time  by  rubbing  him  with  his 
hand.  The  intoxicated  young  man,  though  not  quite  iober,  was  at 
length,  however,  (v  hr  recovered,  ai  to  be  fet  on  his  legs.  A  boat 
was  waiting  to  carry  huu  arrofs  the  river,  when,  on  a  fuddcn,  lie  broke 
from  the  hands  ot  Lis  attetidauts,  and  precipitated  himi'elf  with  great 
violence  into  the  river.  A  moment  after  he  came  up  again,  and  we 
Iaw  him  fwimming  towards  the  oppofite  bank.  The  indefatigable 
young  woman  then  fprang  alone  into  the  boat,  and  rowed  up  to  her 
charge,  overtook  him,  and  feized  his  hand  to  make  him  flep  into  the 
boat.  But  he  would  not  enter,  but  dived  again,  rifing  up  in  different 
places  ;  fo  that  to  all  appearance  he  was  in  no  little  danger,  confidering 
the  flate  he  was  in,  of  being  drowned..  The  young  fqu aw  followed 
him  with  her  boat,  called  on  him  feveral  times  very  kindly,  did  not 
ceafe  a  moment  to  follow  him,  with  her  eyes  conftantly  fixed  on  him, 
or  on  the  fpot  where  fhs  thought  he  was  likely  to  appear  again  ;  for  he 
was  as  frequently  under  as  above  water.  At  lafl  (he  grafped  him  again, 
and  fo  tenacioufly  as  to  retain  her  hold.  This  imprefllve  fcene  lafled 
about  two  hours,  during  which  time  the  uneafinefs,  care,  and  endear- 
ments of  the  young  woman,  were  inceflantly  manifefted,  and  infpired 
us  with  mingled  emotions  of  furprife,  admiration,  and  efleem.  She 
was  tolerably  handfome,  and  a  fider  of  the  young  man.  It  is  hardly 
poiTible  to  (hew  more  fympathy,  or  more  (incere,  tender,  and  unwearied 
afFe^lion,  than  was  evinced  by  this  poor  fquaw,  as  long  as  her  intoxi- 
cated brother  was  in  danger  ;  and  all  this  too  in  a  manner  fo  fweet  and 
engaging,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  poffibly  to  do.  This  fcen« 
imprinted  in  ftill  deeper  charafters  on  my  mind  the  idea,  which  i 
have  cbnftantly  entertained,  of  the  great  fuperiority  of  women  above 
men  in  every  thing,  relative  to  afFe^lions  of  every  fort.  He,  who 
never  experienced  the  friendfhip  of  a  woman,  knows  not  half  the 
charms  and  delights  of  friendfhip.  Men,  undoubtedly,  are  capable  of 
making  great  facrifices,  which  I  certainly  (hould  be  the  laft  to  dif- 
own ;  indebted  as  I  am  for  the  prefervation  of  my  life,  to  the 
^nerou«  aad  ardent  attachment  of  two  friends.     May  they,  fince  a 
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more  explicit  tcftimoiiy  of  my  gratitude  might  perhaps  endanger  their 
fafety  and  welfare,  recognize  in  thefc  lines  the  grateful  fentim»;nts, 
which  fill  my  bofom,  and  which  fliall  not  ceafe  but  with  my  exiflence, 
though  I  (hould  never  have  the  happinefs  of  perfonally  expreiTnig  to 
them  the  tribute  of  my  thanks.  But  while  a  woman  is  capable  of  th« 
fame  attachment  and  facrifices,  while  a  female  friend  will  chearfully 
meet  the  fame  dangers  as  men,  (he  pofTeHes  befides  the  art  of  embeliiOi!" 
ing  and  brightening  the  faddefl  moments  of  our  life,  by  unutterable 
fwectnefs  of  temper,  conftant  care,  and  unwearid  attendance  on  her 
friend ;  fhe  can  fympathize  in  his  fufferings,  mingle  with  his  pleafure&, 
and  comprehend  and  divine  all  his  projeds ;  (he  can  pour  balm  on  his 
wounded  fenfibility,  raife  his  dejedted  fpirits,  unburden  him  of  the  load 
of  forrow,  and  thus  reconcile  him  to  himfelf.  W^U  can  (he  foften  the 
har(hnefs  of  advice,  which  fhe  has  the  courage  to  offer  at  a  (eafonable 
interval,  andean  infpire  a  boundlefs  confidence,  without  creating pain^ 
or  caufing  exertion.  She  bids  defiance  to  obftacles,  is  difcouraged  by 
no  accidents,  not  even  by  abfence  itfelf.  In  (hort,  female  friend(hip 
is  a  divine  feeling,  and  the  fweeteft  charm  and,  comforter  of  life : 
when  deprived  of  it  by  misfortune,  the  bare  remembrance  of  it  will 
dill  afford  us  moments  of  refined  pleafurci  ,k.  ua^r;  /\c«r 

A  journey  through  uninterrupted-  forefls  offers  but  little  matter 
either  for  fpeculation  or  remark..  The  woods  are,  in  general,  not 
clofe,  but  (land  on  a  fruitful  foil.  A  foot-path,  tolerably  good,  upon 
the  whole,  but  in  fome  places  very  miry,  winds  through  them  over 
a  level  ground,  that  rifes  but  feldom  into  gentle  fwells.  After  a 
ride  of  twelve  hours,  in  which  we  croffed  fevcral  large  creeks,  we 
arrived  at  the  Plain,  where  we  determined  to  take  up  our  lodg* 
ings  for  the  night.  Big  Plain  is  about  thirty-eight  miles  diflant  from 
Canawaga.  We  breakfafted  at  Buttermilk.  Fall^  and  dined  on  the 
bank  of  the  creek  of  Tanawago,  which  is,  feveral  times,  either  ap- 
proached or  croffed,  in  this  line  of  travelling.  For  both  thefe  mealg 
our  appetites  were  fo  keen,  that  we,  perhaps,  never  ate.  any  thing  with 
a  better  relifh.     But,  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  our  fupper.    The  ma^ 
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rsngouins,  of  which  we  had  heard  fuch  frightful  accounts,  but  from 
which  wc  had  hitherto  fufFered  but  little,  began  now  to  torment  us. 
We  were  near  a  brook,  for  it  is  ncceffary  to  keep  within  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  water,  if  between  arrival  and  departure  it  is  intended  to 
breakfaO;,  fup,  and  water  the  horfes.  The  fire  and  tobacco  fmokc 
were  not  fuliicient  to  keep  off  the  offenfivc  fwarms  of  marangouins, 
mufquitoes,  wafps  and  gnats ;  nor  did  the  veils  of  gauze,  provided  by 
Mr.  Guillemard,  (belter  us  from  their  pungent  flings.  Theie  innu- 
merable fmall  blood-fucking  infects  are  a  very  great  annoyance,  and 
though  killed  by  thoufands,  they  feem  to  encreafe  in  proportion  as  they 
are  deflroyed.  It  is  indeed  impoflible  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
torment  and  trouble  they  occafion,  without  having  felt  it.    .vi   Ijs  a    m- 

Two  Americans,  who  arrived  from  Buffalo  Creek,  with  two 
horfes,  loaded  with  furs,  fliared  our  fire  and  our  moleftation,  but  not 
our  fufferings.  The  next  day  (Thurfday)  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  Americans  having  found  their  horfes,  proceeded  on 
their  journey ;  while  our  horfes,  which,  in  fpite  of  our  entreaties^ 
Mr.  Guillemard*s  fervant  had  not  coupled,  were  not  to  be  found, 
having  run  back  part  of  the  way  we  came.  It  happened,  however^ 
v«ry  fortunately,  that  a  bell,  which  I  had  faflened  to  my  horfe,  hav- 
ing in  the  night  indicated  to  our  guide  the  courfe  they  purfued,  he 
traced  them  before  the  break  of  day,  overtook  them  at  a  diflance  of 
fifteen  miles,  and  brought  them  back  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morn-  > 
ing.  His  uncommon  zeal  to  ferve  us,  joined  to  his  fuccefsful  alertnefs, 
infpired  us  with  as  much  admiration,  as  we  felt  pleafure,  to  fee  our 
horfes  fafc  returned.      "i*i>tl^;if^r?ift3  .bSUi*^    i  •;   Us  sr:-; 

The  two  Americans,  who  left  us  in  the  morning,  belonged  to  Bof- 
ton ;  they  make,  it  feems,  the  journey  to  Buffalo  Creek,  five  or  fix 
tjmes  every  year,  to  barter  for  furs  with  the  Indians;  they  carry  on 
this  trade  jointly  with  three  or  four  other  fmall  companies ;  and  we 
learned  that,  on  the  whole  about  twenty  thoufand  dollars  are  annually 
circulated  in  this  way,  the  (hare  of  thefc  two  amounting  to  eighteen 
hundred  or  two  thoufand  dollars.  .s^n  si..  c  .f/  .     *ir.J: 
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It  was  too  late  to  indulge  the  hope  of  reaching  Buffalo  Creek  before 
the  fall  of  night.  Our  journey  muft,  therefore,  take  us  up  two  days 
longer,  although  we  had  provifion  only  fufficient  for  one.  In  thefc 
circumftances  we  refolved  to  take  the  road  to  Tonowante,  the  refi- 
dence  of  one  Pondrit,  which  determination,  though  it  occafioncd  a 
circuit  often  or  tv/elve  miles,  yet  fecured  to  us  all  the  certain  ad- 
vantage of  obtaining  frefh  providon,  which,  by  Pondrit*s  account, 
was  in  great  abundance  in  that  place.  But  Pondrit  is  as  frivolous  a 
prattler  as  he  is  a  good  pedcftrian ;  we  found  no  provifion,  nor  was 
there  the  leaft  profpeft  of  procuring  viands  of  any  fort  in  the  hut 
of  this  demi-Indian.  We  were  fain  to  be  content  with  a  little 
rum  and  two  wet  indigeftible  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Pondrit,  and  were,  moreover,  under  the  neceffity  of  waiting  a 
whole  hour  for  the  lady*s  return,  who,  on  our  arrival  was  engaged  in 
cultivating  the  grounds  of  her  huiband.  Befides  this  wretched  repaft, 
we  got  a  little  Indian  corn  for  our  horfes.  Mr.  Guillemard,  whofe 
limbs  were  fwoln  in  confequence  of  the  flings  of  the  mufquitoes,  fan- 
cied he  was  ill,  and  determined  to  remain  that  night  at  Tonowante. 
We  left  him  under  the  Care  of  the  fquaw  Pondrit ;  and  Mr.  de  Blacons, 
Dupetitthouars,  and  myielf,  fet  out,  with  our  guide,  to  purfue  our 
journey, 

Tonowante,  which  we  have  juft  left,  conftfls  of  fifteen  houfes  or 
wigwams,  built  on  the  zig-zag  windings  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name. 
The  foil  is  marfhy,  yet  good.  However  defirable  it  would  have  been, 
to  (horten  our  next  day's  long  journey  by  proceeding  ten  miles  further 
this  night,  yet  the  remembrance,  and  the  ftill-exifting  fenfation  of  the 
mufquito-flings  of  lafl  night,  deterred  us  from  adopting  this  meafure, 
and  we  halted,  therefore,  half  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  to  gain  the  ne- 
ceflary  time  for  making  arrangements  more  likely  to  keep  thefe  ia- 
fedts  off.  A  fmall  Indian  camp,  which  we  found  in  the  woods  near 
Small-fall,  was  chofen  for  our  night-quarters,  notwithftanding  dreadful 
I'warms  of  mulquitoes  and  fmall  flies^  perhaps  even  more  troublefomc 
than  the  former,  wercbuzaing  about  us.    We  furrounded  this  little 
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place  of  refuge,  to  the  windward,  with  fiies>  which  wc  kept  up  with 
dry  leaves  and  rotten  wood.  The  wind  driving  the  fmoke  through  our 
"fcamp,  the  mufquitoes  could  not  cxift  there.  After  having  coupled 
our  horfes,  tied  them  to  trees  near  us,  and  thus  prevented  the  danger 
of  lofing  them,  we  procured  fome  water,  made  a  mefs  of  a  few  cakes  of 
portable  foup,  which  we  had  remaining,  and  being  proteded  from  the 
attacks  of  our  enemies,  we  partook  of  our  cakes  and  remaining  hajn 
with  great  fatisfadlion,  and  being  farther  comforted  by  a  few  fegars, 
we  paiTed  a  very  pleafing  night  ;  I,  on  my  part,  at  leaft,  did  not 
awake  from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  half  paft  three  in  the  morning,. 
the  time  when  we  were  obliged  to  prepare  for  our  departure.  What 
9n  excellent  remedy,  or,  at  leaft,  what  a  palliative  for  the  fufferings  of 
the  head  and  the  heart,  is  travelling.  Alternate  wearinefs  and  reft 
leave  no  room  for  any  train  of  ideas,  and  every  thing  confpires  to  ren- 
der us  as  happy  as  if  our  fufierings  were  ended. 

Before  I  clofe  the  hiftory  of  the  day,  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  the 
morning  we  met  with  a  large  rattle-fnake,  on  our  way  to  Tonowante. 
She  was  awake,  bent  backwards,  and  her  head  eredt ;  in  fhort,  (he  wa» 
in  the  attitude,  in  which  thefe  reptiles  dart  to  bite.  Our  guide  noticed 
her  at  the  fmall  diftance  of  two  paces,  and  Cartouche  had  approached 
her  within  half  a  pace.  We  flopped  ;  I  called  my  dog.  The  afpefl  of 
our  horfes,  our  dogs  and  ourfelves,  who  furrounded  her  fo  clofely,  did 
not  difturb  her  ;  and  Pondrit,  who  had  cut  a  ftick,  was  at  full  liberty 
to  choofe  the  Ipot  where  he  would  apply  his  blow.  This  fnake  was  up- 
wards of  four  and  half  feet  in  length,  beautifully  black,  with  rings  of 
a  bright,  golden  yellow,  and  fixteen  rattles.  I  relate  this  trifling  in- 
cident, to  Ihew  how  little  dangerous  thefe  animals  in  general  are,  the 
accounts  of  which,  in  Europe,  fo  greatly  alarm  all,  who  are  preparing 
to  go  to  America.  We  continued  upwards  of  five  minutes  within  a 
fmaller  diftance  from  her  than  her  own  length.  The  dog  almoft 
touched  her ;  fhe  was  awake,  and  yet  fhewed  no  fort  of  malignity. 
Since  I  have  travelled  fo  much  in  forefts,  I  have  met  with  a  great  num- 
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ber  of  rattle -fnakes,  killed  fome  with  my  own  hand,  and,  natwitli-^ 
f]l:anding,  have  never  yet  received  the  leaft  injury.  ..  f,**4»%i^ 
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Friday,  the  igth  of  June. 

For  thefe  two  days  paft  the  roads  have  been  truly  execrable,  full  of 
deep  holes,  earth-falls,  and  thick-fet  bufhes.  You  are  obliged,  at  once, 
to  beware  of  the  branches  of  trees,  which  tear  your  face  or  throw  you 
down,  to  feleft  the  fpot  for  the  horfe  to  tread  on,  to  give  it  the  necef- 
fary  aid  when  it  pafTes  a  difficult  place,  and  to  take  care  not  to  crufli 
your  knee  or  leg  againft  a  trunk  or  ftone,  which  even  with  the  utmofl; 
precaution  cannot  be  always  avoided,  and  frequently  caufes  a  very  pain- 
ful fenfatrcn.  By  the  account  of  our  guide  we  were  this  day  to  enter  ■ 
better  roads ;  and  yet,  a  level  tra£l:  of  about  feven  or  eigh-t  miles  ex-' 
ccpted,  thefe  were  even  worfe  than  the  former. 

Being  deiirous  of  feeing  a  large  Indian  fettlement,  and  having  learned 
that  Budalo  Creek  is  the  larged  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  turned  that 
way,  left  the  foot-path  which  leads  ftraight  to  Fort  Erie,  and  (Iruck 
into  another,  which  is  the  word  I  have  yet  feen.  We  breakfailed 
twelve  miles  from  the  fpot  where  we  had  pafled  the  night,  and  finifhed 
the  remainder  of  our  ftores  in  Buffalo  Town.  You  reach  Creek" 
Buffalo  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  before  you  come  to  the  village.  The 
fourcc  of  this  creek,  which  is  very  narrow  on  the  fpot  where  you  fee 
it  firfl,  is  fifteen  miles  farther  up  the  country.  Yet  it  coniiderably  en- 
larges its  breadth,  and  is  upwards  of  a  hundred  yards  broad,  where  it 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  river.  You  mufl  lord  it  between  a  hamlet 
inhabited  by  the  Cayuga  nation  and  the  villagfc  of  Buffalo,  where  it  is 
about  forty  yards  in  breadth,  but  its  bed  is  fo  confined  and  miry,  that 
we  were  fcarcely  able  to  work  our  way  ant  of  it.  *' 

The  village  of  Buffalo  is  inhabited  by  the  Seneca-Indians.  The  chief 
of  this  nation  is  Brotherfarmer,  i  man  generally  refpe£led  by  all  the 
tribes  as  a  great  warrior  and   flatefman,   and  for  this  reafon  much' 
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courted  both  by  Engllfh  and  American  agents.  Buffalo  is  the  chief 
place  of  the  Seneca  nation.  Inftead  of  eighty  houfes,  of  which  we  had 
been  told  this  village  confifted,  we  found  only  about  forty.  The  reft 
ftand  on  the  banks  of  the  creek  farther  up  or  downwards,  and  thus 
people  an  extent  of  feveral  miles.  The  village  is  fituated  on  a  plain, 
the  foil  of  which,  to  judge  from  the  grafs  it  produces,  is  extremely 
fertile.  We  faw  Indians  cutting  the  grafs  with  their  knives.  Some 
^milies  keep  cows,  and  others  even  horfes.  There  were  fomc  fine 
oxen  to  be  fold  in  the  village.  All  the  commodities  being  coniidered 
as  the  produce  of  the  labours  of  the  wives,  they  alone  difpofe  of  them 
at  pleafure.  They  are  looked  upon  as  the  fole  proprietors.  It  is  with 
them  that  every  bargain  is  made,  all  the  money,  even  the  houfes  iii 
which  th«y  live,  belong  to  them  ;  the  hufbands  have  nothing  but  their 
gun,  their  tomahawk  (a  fmall  axe,  and  at  the  fame  time  their  pipe), 
and  the  fcalps  fevered  from  the  (kulls  of  the  enemies  they  have  flain^ 
and  which  in  greater  or  lefs  number  form  the  decoration  of  the  dwel- 
lings of  all  Indian  warriors.    More  property  they  do  not  want. 

The  dignity  of  a  chieftain  is,  in  general,,  hereditary  among  the  In* 
dians  ;  though  fome  are  alio  appointed  by  ele£lion«  The  fons  of  the 
chieftains,  however,  do  not  fucceed,  but  thofe  of  the  female  chiefs. 
For  the  wives  preferve  this  'right  of  fucceffion  in  their  families,  and 
tranfmit  it  to  their  defcendants.  Yet  thefe  Indian  quee  s  cultivate 
their  fields  with  the  fpade  in  their  hand:  Though  they  b  /e  oxen  to 
fell,  it  has  hitherto  not  occurred  to  them,  to  yoke  thefe  animals  to  the 
plough.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  a  fmall  field  of  Indian  corn  fuf- 
fices  for  the  wants  of  a  family.  There  is,  at  times,  another  planted 
with  potatoes  ;  but,  in  general,  thefe  are  planted  between  the  rows  of 
Indian  corn.     -v.  .-^  ,,.  W/-.   t^:-  .s;-'^'^^-?  - -i*-'.";,'!"  ■■■'■'  -;;,■,■•;■"    '."■.^^:''" 

The  fields  are  moftly  irregular  pieces  of  land  taken  from  the  com- 
mon ;  they  are  not  inclofed,  being  more  effedtually  guarded  by  an  uni- 
vcrfal  honefty,  which  never  deceives.  The  cattle,  which  conftantly 
remain  in  the  woods,  do  no  damage  to  the  crops.  "The  fields,  culti- 
yated  by  the  Indians,  have,  in  general,  a  more  luxuriant  appearance  than 
.  others. 
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Others,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  cultivated.  Being  better 
tilled,  and  kept  conftantly  free  from  weeds,  they  cannot  but  pro- 
duce heavier  crops,  which  is  a<5tually  the  cafe.  The  Indian  huts  in 
Buffalo  are  not  fo  bad  as  others  I  have  feen,  but  equally  unclean  and 
filthy,     i'    i'^- 

Our  guide  conduded  us*  to  a  family,  in  which  he  faid  a  demi-French 
woman  lived,  which,  however,  was  not  the  h&.  On  entering  the  ha- 
bitation, we  found  the  landlord  engaged  in  bleeding  himfelf  in  the  foot. 
He  faid  he  fuffered  from  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  placed  great  confi- 
dence in  this  remedy,  which  he  prefcribed  and  applied  himfelf.  Two 
leaves  of  fage  ferved  for  a  Comprefs,  and  an  old  garter  for  a  bandage ; 
he  looked  about  for  his  tomahawk  to  fmoke  during  the  application  of 
this  remedy.  One  or  two  other  families  live  in  the  fame  hut.  The 
hulbands,  fathers,  and  brothers  were  fitting  before  the  door;  the  wo- 
men were  in  the  fields  ;  we  were  compelled  to  wait  their  return,  to 
learn  whether  they  had  any  eggs  or  milk.  When  they  came  home, 
we  found  that  they  had  none.  They  gave  us,  however,  butter-milk, 
and  very  good  butter.  During  the  two  hours  we  pafled  among  them, 
nothing  particular  occurred.  There  is  but  little  exprefiion  in  their  faces, 
little  cheerfulneft,  and  little  fagacity.  They  were  extremely  curious, 
as  every  one  would  be,  who  has  feen  nothing.  They  laid  hold  of  our 
watches,  ourcompafs,  our  pencils,  and  bridles,  viewed  them  with  much 
attention,  yet  without  the  Icaft  mark  of  aftonifliment  or  fatisfadtion ; 
but  remained  as  cold  and  unconcerned  as  three-fouiths  of  the  American 
country-people  remain  on  fimilar  occafions,  though  they  are  as- curious 
as  the  Indians.  .  .    >- 

I  had  bought  at  Philadelphia  a  great  quantity  of  trifles,  with  a  view 
©f  diftributing  them  among  thefe  people,  who,  I  knew,  are  exceffively 
fond  of  thei.A  With  thefe  trifles  we  paid  what  fervices  they  had 
rendered  us ;  but  I  diftributed  my  fineries  far  beyond  their  amount; 
men  and  women  feemed  to  receive  them  with  aftonifhmeut  rather  *S;'.i. 
pleafure.  The  young  girls  appeared  more  pleafedvvith  them  thna  the 
reft.     Three  or  four  of  tlieie  were  very  handfome  ;  and  I  fancied  that 
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I  could  obfcrve  in  their  manners  a  certain  modefty,  which  I  love  to  feq 
blended  with  beauty.      '='  *     %    -  .;  -,4,^ 

The  Indians  feem  to  occupy  themfelves  much  with  their  children ; 
they  are  extremely  fond  of  them  during  their  childhood,  .ind  their  af- 
fedionate  attachment  frequently  lafts  far  beyond  that  tender  age.  Suck- 
ing children  are  generally  fufpended  in  a  balket,  fadened  to  the  ceiling 
by  long  ropes,  and  thus  rocked.  When  the  mother  goes  on  a  journey, 
or  to  work,  the  babe  is  put  into  a  fort  of  portable  cradle,  the  back  and 
lower  part  of  which  are  made  of  wood  ;  it  is  laced  before  with  ftraps  of 
cloth,  with  which  the  child  can  be  tied  as  fafl:  as  they  pleafe.  This  fort 
of  cradle  is  carried  by  means  of  a  ftrap,  tied  around  the  forehead  of  the 
mother.     In  this  manner  the  Indians  generally  carry  all  their  burthens. 

Few  Indians  live  to  be  very  old.  They  who  grow  old  and  infirm 
are  put  to  death  by  their  children,  who  confider  this  aft  as  a  duty  they 
are  bound  to  perform,  in  order  to  fave  their  parents  from  the  miferiesof 
old  age.  However,  they  do  not  always  fulfil  this  duty.  Let  this  bar- 
barous cuftom  be  fairly  confidered,  and  it  will  be  found  in  fome  man- 
ner confident  with  reafon ;  for  of  what  ufe  and  value  is  life,  when  nor 
thing  can  be  expeded  but  forrow  and  fufFerings  ?       -nbr  ;       :•'  ?d  h:  i 

Death  is,  with  the  Indians,  no  objed  of  terror ;  and  the  relations  of 
the  deceafed  grieve  but  little  for  their  lofs.  Some  bowlings  at  the  bu- 
rial are  the  only  figns  or  expreflions  of  their  grief,  while  feveral  days 
before  and  after  the  interment  are  fpent  in  feafting  and  dancing.  The 
entire  property  of  the  deceafed  is  frequently  fpent  in  thus  eating,  drink- 
ing, and  rioting  to  his  honour.  .k>it'(;j.     i.ryv.    v  t   *  . 

The  imperfect  civilization,  which  the  Indian  nations,  we  have  feen, 
owe  to  their  conflant  intercourfe  with  white  people,  has  altered  their 
original  manners,  which  it  would  be  peculiarly  interefting  to  obfei  vc. 
Whiiky  renders  them  (lupid  ;  and  whiiky  is  known  and  fought  after 
by  all  the  Indians,  who  are  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  wliite  people. 
Europe  has  inflided,  and  will  ever  inflid  fo  many  evils  on  every  coun- 
try difcovered  by  her,  that  it  is  necelfiry  to  travel  as  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
has  done,  beyond  the- known  tribes,  in  order  to  trace  the  original  man- 
hti't'  ■  A  a  ners 
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hers  of  the  Indian  nations;  yet  Mr.  Mackenzie  himfdf  diftributed 
whilky  as  he  went  along. 

I  (hall  fubjoin  here  a  few  obfervations  concerning  the  Indians,  which,, 
though  they  may  not  be  perfedlly  new,  will  yet  form  a  (ketch,  not  al- 
together uninterefling  to  Europeans,  and  which  I  (hall  be  able  to  im- 
prove from  other  accounts,  efpecially  from  the  narrative  of  the  cap- 
tivity of  one  of  my  friends  belonging  to  Virginia,  which  I  intend  to  in- 
troduce in  the  fequel.  But  previoufly  to  my  entering  on  this  fubjeit, 
I  muft  obferve,  that  all  the  Indians  we  favv  ufed  every  means  of  (hew- 
ing us  particular  kindnefs,  on  account  of  our  being  Frenchmen,  whom, 
they  told  us,  they  love  very  much,  knowing  that  their  people  have  al- 
ways been  kindly  treated  by  them,  and  particularly  without  any  fort  of 
contemptuous  infolence.  On  this  account  they  conftantly  called  us 
their  fathers. 

Age  is  fo  much  honoured  by  the  Indians,  that  in  their  language  age 
and  wifdom  are  fynonimous  terms. 

Notwithftanding  this  high  eftimation,  in  which  old  age  is  everywhere 
held,  and  the  great  refpeft  enjoyed  by  their  chieftains  in  time  of  peace» 
and  by  their  leaders  in  time  of  war,  health,  dexterity,  and  courage  alone 
obtain  dill;in<flions  among  the  Indians.  Although  from  difpo(ition  and 
habit  they  are  independent  of  each  other,  in  all  the  concerns  of  life,  yet 
they  are  never  wanting  in  obedience  to  their  chiefs  and  leaders. 

Hofpitality  is  with  them  a  duty,  which  it  would  be  a  crime  not  tp 
obferve,  and  which  they  never  fail  to  pra£tife.  They  con(ider  revenge 
as  a  duty  equally  facred.  They  conceal  their  vindidlive  views  as  long 
as  they  know  they  cannot  be  gratified.  But  neither  the  longed: 
period  of  time,  nor  the  greateft  obftaclcs,  ever  ftifle  in  them  the  im- 
perious pa(fion  for  revenge.  Although  theft  is  very  common  among 
them,  and  more  fo  among  the  women  than  the  men,  yet  the  thief, 
caught  in  the  faft,  is  compelled  to  reftore  the  property  he  ftole ;  and  in 
ca(e  of  a  violent  robbery,  the  conjurors  are  confulted,  who  condemn  thfi 
robber  to  death. 

Honucide  is  atoned  for  by  a  ium  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  is 
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paid  in  a  fort  of  (bells,  called  wampum^  by  which  the  price  of  all 
commodities  is  meafured  and  adjuftcd.  An  offender,  who  cannot  raife 
this  ranfom,  is  delivered  over  to  the  family  of  the  deceafed,  that  they 
may  take  theit*  revenge  on  him.  Deliberate  murder  is  feldom  com- 
mitted ;  manflaughter  perpetrated  in  drunken  quarrels  is  more  frequent. 
Yet  the  fame  indulgence,  in  regard  to  homicide  and  theft,  is  not  (hewn 
by  all  the  Indian  nations.  I  have  learnt  from  Colonel  Brant,  chieftain 
of  the  Mohawks,  that  among  the  Six  Nations,  who  ftill  occupy  lands 
near  the  lakes  in  the  dominion  of  the  United  States,  and  in  Canada,  and 
to  whom  the  Mohawks  and  Seneca  Indians  belong  ;  every  Indian,  who 
has  killed  or  robbed  another,  muft  inevitably  fufFer  death.  The  mur- 
derer is  generally  put  to  death  by  the  relations  of  the  perfon  murdered. 
But  every  Indian  belonging  to  the  nation  has  a  right  to  kill  him,  as 
foon  as  the  crime  is  known.  It  frequently  happens,  that  the  offender, 
far  from  making  the  leall  refiftance,  voluntarily  furrendcrs  himfelf  up 
for  execution. 

Among  fome  nations  the  wife  takes  revenge  of  an  unfaithful  huf- 
band,  by  a  fimilar  condudl  on  her  own  part ;  and  the  hufband,  in  the 
fame  circumftances,  has  recourfe  to  the  fame  means  of  revenge.  Among 
fbme  the  hufband  puts  the  wife  to  death,  if  he  catch  her  in  flagranti 
delldio.  The  greateft  crime  among  the  Indians  is  to  touch  a  captive,  event 
with  her  confent.  This  crime  would  be  puniflied  with  inftant  death. 
I  know  from  Colonel  Brant,  that  among  the  Six  Nations  there  has  yet 
been  no  inftance  of  fuch  an  offence.  As  foon  as  the  captive  is  fet  at  li- 
berty, there  exifts  no  farther  prohibition,  in  cafe  (he  confents.  As  they 
can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  yet  arc  defirous  of  tranfmitting  the  me- 
mory of  their  aiftions  to  pofterity,  efpecially  the  fortunate  exploits  of 
their  tribes,;  they  effed  this  purpofe  by  cutting  figures  in  the  bark  of 
trees,  which,  to  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  this  fort  of  language, 
appear  to  have  no  form,  but  arc  very  intelligible  to  them  and  their  pofte- 
rity, as  long  as  they  are  fparcd  by  all-deftroying  time.  It  is  in  this 
manner  they  record  their  exploits  in  hunting  and  war,  the  number  of 
the  fcalps  they  have  torn  from  the  (kulls  of  their  enemies,  &c.     I'he 
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wampum,  which  is  their  mon«y,  is  alfo  their  ornament,  and  their  pledge 
for  the  performance  of  every  contraA  and  oath.  They  are  more  or  lefs 
flcilled  in  calling  up  accounts,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  trade. 
They  count  their  months  and  days  by  the  moon  and  the  night,  and 
their  years  by  fummer  and  winter.  The  pole  ftar,  with  which  they 
are  acquainted,  guides  them  in  their  nodlurnal  journies. 
'  The  cufloms  of  the  Indians,  with  refpeft  to  marriage,  are  various. 
In  fome  tribes  the  children  are  given  in  marriage  by  their  parents ;  in 
others  they  make  their  own  choice.  Among  fome  polygamy  is  per- 
mitted ;  with  others  it  is  not  in  ufe.  In  fome  tribes  the  infidelity  of  the 
wives  caufes  not  the  lead  uneafmefs  to  the  hufband  ;  in  others  it  afflidls 
them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  frequently  poifon  themfelves ;  an  aft 
of  defpair,  which  is  alfo  fometimes  committed  by  women  from  the 
fame  motives.  Marriage,  however,  is  in  general  with  them  but  a  tran- 
fitory  union.  Divorces  are  very  frequent ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  chil- 
dren remain  with  the  wife,  together  with  all  the  other  property.  Con- 
verfation  feldom  or  never  takes  place  between  the  hufband  and  wife  ;  the 
Indians  in  general  fpeak  little.  The  wife,  when  ihe  returns  home  from 
hard  labour,  prepares  food  for  her  huiband,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  who 
is  ever  fatisfied  with  what  fhe  gives  him.  If  no  meul  be  prepared,  the 
huiband  goes  away  without  complaining,  and  eats  with  one  of  his  neigh- 
bours. .     .  cd  1 

^'^Therr  ufual  difeafes  are  inflammatory  and  putrid  fevers,  and  the  fmall- 
pox.  The  laft  never  attacks  them,  but  when  they  are  near  the  habita- 
tions of  white  people,  to  the  care  of  whofe  phyficians  they  commit 
themfelves  with  a  tolerable  fliare  of  confidence.  If  there  be  no  medical 
perfons  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  place  equal  confidence  in  their  con- 
jurors, who  are  often  women.  The  remedies,  which  the  conjurors  apply, 
confift  generally  of  the  infpiflated  juices  of  herbs.  They  alfo  often 
caufe  the  patient  to  be  put  into  a  kind  of  oven,  or  vapour-bath,  to  bring 
on  a  violent  perfpiration,  which  is  the  moft  common  cure.  Thefe 
vapour-batlis  are  made  by  means  of  large  ftones,  heated  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  pa- 


BY  THB  DVKB  DB  LA  BOCHBPOUCAULT  LlANCOUHT. 


181 


ttcnt  is  placed.  Over  this  rmall  inclofure  is  fpread  a  very  lov/  tent 
cover,  made  of  wool,  the  red-hot  (lones  are  wetted  with  water,  and 
when  the  patient,  by  means  of  this  fteam,  is  in  a  Arong  perfplration,  he 
is  fuddenly  immerged  into  the  coldeft  brook.  This  remedy  is  repeated 
feveral  times,  and  proves  often  f»lutary  in  pleurifics  and  colds.  But 
never  is  any  remedy  applied  without  fume  concomitant  myfterious  cere- 
mony ;  fuch  as  blowing  upon  the  patient,  dancing,  howling,  or  beatinrg 
the  drum.  Whenever  they  apply  a  remedy,  or  praftife  their  art,  they 
invoke  the  Great  Spirit,  to  whom,  they  lay,  they  are  called  in  their 
fleep.  Pains  in  the  head,  and  in  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  are  very 
common  among  the  women.  They  are  attributed  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  carry  their  burthens. 

The  bite  of  the  rattle*fnake  is  eadly  cured,  the  remedy  being  known 
to  all  the  Indians,  and  ufually  applied.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that 
it  is  the  rattle- fnake  root  (polygala  fenega,  Linn.).  The  bruifed  leaves 
are  applied  to  the  wound,  and  the  juice,  extracted  from  the  root,  is 
taken  with  a  little  butter  or  fat.  There  are,  however,  feveral  other 
remedies  againft  this  accident,  which  no  Indian  regards.  The  flefh  of 
the  fnake  is  confidered  as  a  delicacy  by  the  Indians,  and  the  flough, 
which  the  fnake  cafls  off  twice  a  year,  beaten  into  powder,  is  ufed  as 
a  cleanier  of  the  blood. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  in  their  coriferences,  is  always  figura- 
tive. When,  for  inftance,  they  wifh  to  defcribe  the  reftoration  of  peace 
between  two  nations,  they  exprefs  themfelves  as  follows :  **  We  are 
making  a  road  five  hundred  miles  in  length  through  the  forefl ;  we  are 
tearing  up  the  roots  and  branches  that  obftrudt  the  way  ;  we  are  clear- 
ing it  of  ftones,  rocks,  and  trees  ;  we  are  removing  the  hills  ;  we 
cover  it  with  fand,  and  make  it  (o  perfedly  light,  that  all  the  nations 
can  fee  each  other  without  the  leaft  obftruftion.'*  Although  they  con- 
dudl  themfelves  with  great  coolnefs,  in  all  their  dealings,  yet  they  often 
grow  warm  in  the  delivery  of  their  fpeeches,  and  then  fwell  declama- 
tion into  mufical  notes  :  the  aifembly  liflens  in  profound  filence.  The 
JTiembers  of  the  council  fmoke  their  pipes  all  the  while,  and  the  orator, 
mv  when 
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when  he  has  done,  fits  down  with  them,  and  does  thi  fame.  Their 
i'pceches  may  be  as  long  as  they  plealc ;  they  arc  never  interrupted  ; 
fince  to  interrupt  an  Indian  would  be  deemed  the  grc.uci^  olFcnce.  In 
their  deputations,  their  reception  of  ambalFadors,  and  ''cir  ncgociatioii 
of  treaties,  they  introduce  much  folemnity,  and  many  ceremonies. 

When  one  nation  wages  war  againft  anotlier,  they  refolvc  on  To 
doing  after  due  deliberation,  but  never  declare  war  againil  their  enemy. 
They  come  upon  him  in  greater  or  Imaller  numbers,  and  kill  and  de- 
ftroy  every  thing  within  their  reach.  Whenever  they  meet  with  fingle. 
individuals,  who  belong  to  the  hoftile  nation,  they  treat  them  in  the 
fame  manner.  There  are,  however,  places  of  inviolability,  where  their 
hoftilities  are  fufpended.  Such  is  a  certain  fpot  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Milfouri,  where  a  fpecies  of  ftone  is  found,  of  which  the.y  ftand  in 
particular  need,  for  making  pipes.  Here  the  bittereft  enemies  work 
quietly  near  one  another,  in  breaking  thefe  flones,  which  they  all  alike 
want.  There  are  more  fuch  places,  equally  facred  ;  and  no  inflance 
has  ever  happened  of  thefe  places  having  become  a  fcene  of  contention. 

Peace  cannot  be  concluded  between  two  nations,  but  through  the  in- 
tervention of  a  neutral  tribe ;  and  until  it  be  actually  concluded,  the 
contending  parties  connnue  to  deilroy  each  other.  As  foon  as  the 
words  of  peace  are  proclaimed  by  the  neutral  nation,  the  ambaffadors  of 
the  tribes  at  war  meet  and  agree  upon  the  cejfation  of  hojitllttes.  No 
other  conditions  are  ever  made.  The  propofals  are  reported  by  theam- 
baffadors  to  the  different  councils  of  their  refpedive  nations.  All  the 
chieftains  now  affemble,  fmoke  the  calumet  of  pence,  prefent  each  other 
with  belts  of  wampum,  and  peace  is  definitively  concluded.  They  do 
not  give  up  the  prifoncrs  they  have  made,  who  remain  where  they  are 
in  a  ftatc  of  flavery. 

When  the  Indians  are  at  war  with  the  white  people,  in  which 
generally  feveral  nations  join,  the  negociations  for  peace  are  ufually 
opened  by  meflengers,  deputed  by  the  latter,  who  are  frequently  mur- 
dered by  the  former.  This  happened  in  the  laft  war  with  the  Ameri- 
cans. General  Wayne,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 794,  fent  three 
ii     "'  *"  officerd 
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officers,  attended  by  three  interpreters,  to  diifcrent  nations,  which  had 
raken  a  polition  in  front  of  his  nrnny  ;  the  fix  perfons,  who  carried 
the  American  Hag,  were  nil  killed.  After  the  hnttlc,  whicli  took  place 
in  Augnil  following,  near  Lake  Erie,  and  in  which  the  Indians  were 
defeated.  General  Wayne,  inftead  of  putting  theprifoners  to  the  Iword, 
ordered  them  to  be  well  treated,  and  fent  fcvcral  of  them  back  with 
propofitions  of  peace.  The  Indians  being  difpirited  by  their  defeat,  as 
well  as  by  the  faintnefs  of  the  afiiftance  aftbrdcd  them  by  the  Englifli, 
who  had  excited  them  to  the  war,  were  glad  to  get  their  prifoncrs  back, 
yielded  to  the  general  wifli  as  well  as  neceffity  of  living  at  peace,  and 
confented  that  negocintions  Hiould  be  op'  ned.  Eleven  nations  had  been 
at  war  with  the  Americans  ;  ambadadors  for  the  eleven  nations  arrived  ; 
and  the  negociations  lafted  three  months.  :-     t       ••  .,    I    ." 

As  foon  as  the  point  has  been  agreed  upon,  that  negociations  for 
peace  (hall  be  opened,  the  Indians  conlider  peace  as  adlually  concluded, 
and  for  this  reafon  they  bring  the  calumet  of  peace  into  the  fird  afTem- 
bly,  which  is  always  very  numerous  ;  it  is  prefented  by  one  of  the 
chieftains,  and  every  one  prefent  fmoaks  it.  To  wipe  the  end  of  the 
pipe  would  be  a  great  affront  to  an  Indian,  and  might  even  lead  to  the 
rupture  of  the  negociation.  The  lublequent  aflemblies  are  lefs  nu- 
merous. They  are  compofed  of  about  three  or  four  deputies  of  each, 
nation,  attended  by  interpreters;  for  all  the  nations  fpeak  differ- 
ent dialeds.  The  fpeeches  of  the  Indians  are  very  long,  and,  at 
times,  lafl  three  hours.  They  are  liftened  to,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ierved,  with  the  utmcft  attention.  Their  remarks  and  anfwers  are 
often  extremely  pertinent  and .  acute.  The  orators  frequently  mark, 
down  with  wampum  the  leading  points  of  their  fpeeches,  in  a  man- 
ner fcarcely  intelligible  to  any  one  but  themfelves.  By  a  fmiilar  arrange- 
ment of  their  wampum,  the  young  Indians,  who  aflift  at  the  principal 
deliberation,  report  to  the  council  of  their  nation  not  only  all  the  pro- 
pofals  which  have  been  made,  but,  in  general,  every  thing  that  has 
been  faid.  .»s«>i»-  •  -i  ,•  ^;wiv  ■?,. 
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The  nogociations  being  brought  to  a  clofe,  the  articles  agreed  upon 
are  written  on  a  long  piece  of  parchment,  comprifing  every  thing  that 
relates  to  every  different  nation  concerned  in  the  peace.  Thefe  parch- 
ments are  figned  by  all  the  chieftains  of  the  nations,  who,  for  the  mofl; 
part,  ufe  as  their  fignature  a  misfliapcn  image  of  the  animal,  which 
forms  the  diftindlive  mark  of  the  tribe.  One  of  thefe  parchments, 
thus  flgned,  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  white  nation,  and  the  other 
is  delivered  to  one  of  the  Indian  nations  concerned,  which  is  moft 
numerous,  and  from  which  the  reft  receive  copies  of  the  treaty  in  wam- 
pum. Every  thing  being  terminated,  prefents  are  made,  and  the  calu- 
met is  fmoaked  by  way  of  conclufion. 

General  Wayne,  from  whom  I  learned  thefe  particulars,  allows,  that 
the  Indians  poffefs  an  excellent  difpofition,  with  much  found  under- 
ftanding  and  judgment.  In  the  battle,  which  decided  the  iffue  of  the 
war,  they  difplaycd  the  moft  obftinate  valour,  bordering  on  blood- 
thirfty  ferocity.  They  even  executed  bold  and  tolerably  Ikilful  ma- 
noeuvres, which,  though  they  had  undoubtedly  been  contrived  and  in- 
dicated to  them  by  Englifh  officers,  neverthelefs  did  them  infinite 
credit. 

The  Indians,  giving  a  hofpitable  reception  to  travellers,  make  them 
fmoke  the  tomahawk,  as  they  ratify  a  peace  by  fmoking  the  calu* 
met  with  their  former  enemies.  They  generally  fmoke  a  very  pleafant 
tobacco,  which  is  rendered  ftill  milder  by  a  mixture  of  the  bruifed 
leaves  of  fragrant  plants,  and  cfpecially  of  fumach. 

Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  thefe  general  remarks  on  the 
manners  of  the  Indians  admit  of  many  modifications  in  regard  to  (ingle 
tribes  and  individuals.  1  have  colledled  them  here,  rather  with  a  view 
of  gratifying,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  eager  curiofity  of  my  European 
friends,  than  with  an  intention  of  prcfentiiig  them  with  a  complete  de- 
lineation of  Indian  manners,  fuch  as  could  fatisfy  myfelf.  Yet  I  can 
at  leaft  offer  this  pifture  as  faithful,  if  imperfect,  though  it  be  not 
drawn  from  my  own  immediate  obfervation. 

Butfalo 
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Buffalo  Town  is  about  four  miles  diftaat  from  Lake  Erie.  The  road, 
which  leads  thither,  runs  under  the  moft  beautiful  beech  trees  and 
•  pines,  and  is  for  this  reafon  even  worfe,  than  that  by  which  we  came 
this  morning.  All  this  country  is  full  of  ftagnant  waters,  and  large 
{linking  fwamps  and  moraffes  ;  and  yet  we  did  not  obferve  any  agues 
among  the  Indians,  who  feem  Icfs  liable  to  fuch  difeafes  than  white 
people.'.       >*  '  -^^  '*.r>'->i"  .     •  *-  ^  ■:--  -v. ■^ -.    '   '''  y  ,..  ;    -■:    ::'t  ,  -. 

At  length  we  reached  Lake  Erie,  that  is  to  fay,  a  fmall  fettlement 
of  four  or  five  houfes,  ftanding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
lake.  A  fmall  creek  fcparated  them  from  our  road.  This  creek  is  (o 
znuddy,  that  nobody  ventures  to  ford  it  on  horfeback.  The  faddles  are, 
therefore,  taken  off:  the  horfemen  pafs  the  creek,  wliich  is  about 
twenty  feet  in  breadth,  in  boats,  and  make  the  horif s  fwim  acrofs, 
though  thefe  find  great  difficulty  in  gaining  the  oppofite  bank. 

We  met,  on  our  journey,  fome  troops  of  travelling  Indians,  and  two- 
or  three  caravans  of  white  people ;  occurrences,  which  afford  great 
pleafure.  A  fire,  not  yet  extinguished,  veftiges  of  a  camp  or  rcfting- 
place,  oay,  a  broken  utenfil,  which  has  ferved  for  the  ufe  of  a  travel- 
ler, excites,  in  thefe  wilderneffes,  the  moft  pleafing  fenfations.  The 
idea,  **  /  am  nst  alone  in  this  vaJifoVttucU^''  cannot  but  be  ftill  more  im-^ 
portant  to  him,  who  travels  by  himfelf  in  thefe  forefts,  than  it  was  to- 
ils. And  yet  we  enjoyed  thefe  emotiwis,  in  every  part  of  our  jour- 
ney, where  the  habitations  lay  at  confiderable  diftances  afunder.  The 
fmalleft  portion  of  cleared  ground,  or  a  little  wood  cut  down,  is  be- 
held with  the  utmoft  joy,  and  its  afpe«fl:  infpires  the  beholder  with  frefli 
courage  to  proceed.  "*  >•  >.     i  =^/     ^  >;^  '       ■}v.     ■  '.-.,:  , 

We  had  hoped  to  find  Mr,  Guillemard  at  the  inn,  but  learned  from 
the  Indian,  who  had  conduced  him  hither,  that  he  had  arrived  here 
two  hours  ago,  and  had  already  proceeded  onward  on  his  journey ;  he 
found  it  too  tedious  to  wait  for  us  ;  and  befides,  nothing  could  be  had 
in  the  inn.  He  had  very  properly  eroded  over  to  the  other  fide ;  we 
intended  to  do  the  fame  ;  but  it  was  too  late.  We  were,  therefore, 
neceflitated  to  content  ourfelves  with  a  very  poor  fupper,  and  to  lie 
down  on  the  floor,  wrapped  up  in  our  cloaks.  Not  the  leail  furniture 
.  , ,  B  b  was 
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was  to  be  feen  in  the  houle,  nor  was  there  any  milk,  rum,  or  candles. 
With  confiderable  trouble  we  got  fome  milk  from  the  neighbours  ;  but 
they  were  not  equally  obliging,  in  regard  to  rum  and  candles.  At 
length  we  obtained  thefe  articles  from  the  other  fide  of  the  river ;  our 
appetite  was  keen  ;  we  fpent  a  pleafant  evening,  and  flfept  as  well  as  in 
the  woods. 

At  Lake  Erie  (this  is  the  name  of  this  duller  of  houfes)  every 
thing  is  much  dearer,  than  in  any  other  place,  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  paffed,  in  our  journey,  from  want  of  any  diredl:  communica- 
tion with  other  countries,  to  facilitate  the  intercourfe  of  trade  and  com- 
merce. There  is  fcarcely  one  houie  in  this  little  hamlet,  without  a  per- 
son indifpofed  with  the  ague.  We  found  ourfelves  here  furrounded  by 
Indians  J  fome,of  them  had  caught,  with  harpoons,  feveral  large  ftur- 
geons  on  the  border  of  the  lake,  which  they  offered  us  for  two  (hillings 
a  piece.  The  banks  are  crowded,  nay  rendered  noifome  with  places 
where  the  Indians  dry  the  fi(h,  which  they  catch  in  great  numbers  in 
Lake  Erie.  -   . 

From  the  fmallnefs  of  the  lakes  we  had  feen  in  GencfFec,  we  were 
much  dffpofed  to  admire  this  lake.  We  were  charmed  with  its  vaft  ex- 
tent. Were  it  not  for  the  oppofite  bank,  its  afpe<a  would  refemblc  that 
of  the  fca  ;  as  no  other  land  was  to  be  feen,  and  the  profpcdt  of  water 
was  boundlefs.  The  banks  of  the  lake  are  rather  flat,  and  uninhabited 
throughout  this  whole  extent.  Father  Charlevoix  obferves  in  his 
travels,  that  Lake  Erie  received  its  name  from  a  tribe  of  Hurons,  who 
inhabited  its  banks,  but  were  exterminated  by  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
word  erie  in  their  language  fignifies  a  cat.  The  immenfe  number  of 
wild  cats,  which  are  found  on  the  banks  of  this  lake,  and  the  (kins  of 
which  are  much  valued,  have  probably  given  rife  to  the  name. 

At  break  of  day  Mr.  de  Blacon«  and  myfelf  proceeded  to  the  place, 
where  wc  were  to  crofs  the  river,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  inn. 
Dupetitthouars  had  hired  a  boat  to  fail  down  the  river,  which  ifTues 
from  Lake  Erie,  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  called 
the  Niagara.  We  here  embarked,  and  confequcntly  left  the  territory 
of  the  United  States.  -^ ..         . 
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I  (hall  here  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  mineralogy  of  the  country, 
which  wc  have  traverfed.  I  owe  them  to  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  on 
this  fubjed  poircffes  more  ample  and  corred  information,  than  I  can 
boafl. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  the  rocks  are  all  compofed  of  granite 
or  gneifs.  The  mod  common  is  a  granite  interfperfed  with  mica,  and 
you  freq[uently  meet  with  large  ftrata  of  mica  or  talc.  The  ftrata  of 
thcfe  rocks  incline  towards  the  horizon,  forming  an  angle  of  about 
forty-fTve  degrees.  T'^e  layer  of  earth,  fpread  over  them,  is  generally 
a  fort  of  fand  of  the  fame  quality  as  the  rock.  Under  this  bed  of  fand, 
a  hard  fort  of  clay  is  frequently  met  with. 

This  large  mafs  of  granite  is  interfered  by  veins  of  hornftone,  cal- 
careous fpars,  and  other  lime-ftones,  with  very  good  marble.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  efpecially  near  Norriftown,  a  vein  of  fine 
marble  (hoots  out  of  the  furface  ;  it  is  conneded  with  the  rock  of  gra- 
nite, which,  towards  the  north-weft,  borders  upon  the  river. 

The  diredion  of  all  thefe  veins  generally  forms  a  right  angle  with 
that  of  the  ftratum  of  granite,  and  they  ufually  drop  in  a  line  perpendi- 
cular to  the  horizon. 

In  the  whole  neighbourhood,  no  petrifadions  are  found  of  marine 
animals  and  plants,  or  of  any  thing  (imilar ;  but  in  holes,  dug  in  the 
ground,  as  well  as  in  brooks,  a  ftone  is  frequently  met  with  of  a  loofe 
and  granulated  texture,  which  is  eafily  pulvcrifed,  and  bears  a  clofe  affi- 
nity to  fluor. 

Further  northwards,  the  foil,  which  before  was  much  covered  with 
mica,  begins  to  be  lefs  fo,  and  the  rocks  contain  lefs  granite.  Near  the 
creek  Perkioming,  a  reddifh  argillaceous  Hate  is  found,  with  which  the 
country  in  general  abounds,  till  you  come  within  nine  miles  of  Read- 
ing. Here  begin  ftrata  of  a  ftone  of  a  light  grey,  and  fometlmes  of  a. 
blueilh  colour,  which  breaks  into  large  fquare  pieces,  and  feerii;  to  be  u. 

fpecies  of  fluor.  "    '     ' 

On  the  road  to  Reading,  at  a  (mail  diftance  from  that  place,  arc 

•'  B  b  a.  -  foaiid 
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found  large  maffes  of  akind  of  pudding- ftone,  confifting  of  fragments  of 
gneifs  and  flate,  imbedded  in  a  dark  grey  bafaltes. 

Near  this  fpot  is  found  calcareous  fpar,  but  in  fmall  quantities  ;  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Reading  is  much  lime-flone. 

We  were  told,  that  pudding-flone,  in  this  country,  is  never  found  in 
ftrata  ;  it  is  commonly  of  a  dark  red  colour,  which  U  rather  dull. 

The  country  about  Lancafter,  alfo,  abounds  in  lime-ftone,  but  with- 
out any  impreflion  of  marine  animals.  The  adjacent  ftrata  confift  of  a 
greyifli  flate,  and  fink  deep  into  the  ground. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  a  ftratum  of  fandy  loam  covers 
the  perpendicular  veins  of  gneifs  and  flate,  which,  at  times,  form  confi-- 
derable  mafles. 

Near  Middle  Town  the  rocks  are  of  a  reddifli  colour,  and  contain 
much  clay.  On  paffing  the  Peters*  Mountains,  you  meet  with  much 
granite ;  yet  flate  predominates.-  The  rocks,  which  form  the  bafes  of 
the  mountains,  or  the  fteep  banks  of  the  river,  on  the  road  from  North- 
umberland to  Afylum,  exhibit  but  little  variety  in  a  mineralogical  point 
of  view.  In  fome  places,  the  flate  breaks  readily  into  fmall  plates, 
which  are  made  ufe  of  to  cover  the  roofs  of  houfes.  No  granite  appears 
any  more ;  and  both  in  brooks  and  rivers  fre9-fl;one  is  found,  with  im- 
prefTions  of  fea  animals  and  plants.  Quarz  difappears  by  degrees.  The 
foil  confifts  of  fand,  except  in  plains,  meadows,  and  low  grounds,  which 
are  covered  with  either  rotten  plants  or  vegetable  earth.  The  ground, 
in  general,  is  fo  much  covered  with  earth,  that  a  traveller,  who  has  no 
time  to  explore  rocks  and  ftone- quarries,  vv'ill  hardly  be  able  to  form  a 
complete  and  difcriminative  idea  of  the  minerals  of  this  country. 

Near  Loyalfock  ftones  are  to  be  found,  which  have  the  appearance  of 
bafaltes.  Some  contain  mica,  but  in  a  very  fmall  proportion.  Above 
Afylum  the  rocks  are  of  an  argillaceous  compofttion.  The  foil  in  the 
neighbourhood  is,  for  the  moft  part,  rich  and  fertile.  The  ftrata  incline 
with  a  lefs  acute  angle,  and  frequently  run  parallel  to  the  horizon.  The 
ftone,  when  broken,  appears  of  a  teftaceous  texture,  and  its  grain  rc- 
fcmbles  metallic  particles,  not  yet  perfectly  formed.  Free- ftone  is  fre- 
xjuent,  and  fo  is  bafalt.     Broad  level  plains,  expofed  to  inundation,  form 

the 
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the  greater  part  of  the  territory,  which  extends  towards  the  diftrid  of 
Gencflee.  At  Painted  Poft,  the  water  rofe,  in  December,  1797,  nine- 
teen feet  above  the  cotfitnon  level  for  the  fummer  months.  The  depth 
of  the  Uyets  of  earthy  and  the  fwamps,  greatly  obftriid  miheralogical 
rcfearchcs.  ,  .        *- 

The  firft  ftrata,  in  which  1  fouftd  ttiarine  bodies  in  their  native  beds,  arc 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  ftrtall  lakes,  between  T  ,ake  Sendca  and  Crooked  Lake. 
Near  Friendfmill  and  Friendflanding,  oyfter-lhells,  with  remains  of 
other  teftdceous  animals,  are  found  in  i  foft  argillaceous  ftone.  Farther 
weft  the  argillaceous  ftones  difappdar,  and  are  fucceeded  by  calcareous. 
The  country  grows  more  and  more  flat ;  but  wherever  the  nature  of  the 
grovind,  or  moraffes,  did  not  prevent  us  from  examining  into  the  nature 
and  form  of  the  ftratta,  they  fan  neatly  parallel  to  the  horizon,  they  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  of  ai  calcareous  compofition,  and  contain  numerous- 
remains  and  impreffions  of  fea  animals.  Of  this  dcfcription  are  moft  of 
the  ftortes  in  Big  Plarrt,  on  the  BufFalo  Creek,  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
Erie,  at  leaft  at  its  extremity,  the  only  part  which  we  traverfed,  and  on 
the  fouthern  bank  of  the  river,  as  far  as  Niagara. 

As  to  the JPecies  of  trees,  that  compofe  the  woods,  through  which 
We  have  pafTed  fince  our  departure  from  Philadelphia,  they  are  without 
number.  I  poflefs  too  little  information  on  this  fubjedl  to  difcriminate  and 
enumerate  them  all.  Thofe  which  I  diftinguifhed  were  the  red,  or  fcarlet 
flowering,  the  alh-leaved,  the  mountain,  andthefugar  maple,  the  black, 
and  the  poplar- leaved  birch,  the  curled  maple,  which,  however,  in  Peiin- 
fylvania  and  Geneflee,  is  but  a  middle  fized  Ihrub,  the  button  tree,  the 
perfimon  tree,  the  fmall-leaved  chethut  tree,  an  a(h  with  deeply  indented 
leaves,  the  vyhite  nut  tree,  the  hickory,  the  bermudian  cedar,  the  ben- 
jamin tree,  the  magnolia  with  indented  leaves,  the  white  fpruce  and 
hemlock  fir,  the  white  and  black  oak,  the  white  and  black  afh,  the  black 
and  filver  poplar,  the  plum  tree,  the  cherry  tree,  the  tulip  tree,  the  com- 
mon fumach  and  the  vinegar  plant,  befide  an  immenfe  number  of  flirubs, 
for  the  moft  part  with  beautiful,  yet  fcentlefs  flowers,  and  a  vaft  variety 
of  fylvan  plants.  -T    ^ '    '^      ■  '      "''  "    '^    u,  : 
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The  Htflory  o/Mil.  Johnson,  o/Firginia,  who,  in  17Q0,  was  taken  Pri* 
foner  by  the  Indians,  written  on  board  the  Pigeon,  in  OSlober,  1794.  ^^ 


(I.         'Vi- 


The  following  ixarrativc  contains  the  biftoiy  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  an 
American  gentleman,  a  native ,  of  Virginia,  and  of  his  releafe  in  the 

■•■..-  ;i         -  ' 

year  179®*    ■      ,      "    '»      '^  .  ■      •*'.  ■  ;  ' '  '  t*  •  ^ ']** 

Although  this  hiftory  does  not  abound  with  remarkable  events,  and 
fome  of  them  are  rather  unimportant,  yet  it  appears  to  me  interefting, 
inafmuch  as  it  enlarges  our  knowledge  of  Indian  manners  from  fa£ts, 
which  Mr.  Johnfon,  a  gentleman  of  veracity,  of  an  unaffuming  difpod- 
tion,  and  of  a  calm,  temperate  imagination,  related  to  me  hlmfelf,  and 
which  I  wrote,  down,  in  a  manner,  from  his  mouth.  .  .  s>^^.^  ,  :.\.  ..4 
Mr.  Johnfon,  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  Richmond,  in  Virginia^, 
found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  proceeding  to  Kentucky  ;  there  ta 
receive  certain  fums  of  money,  due  to  his  father,  who  was  recently 
dead  ;  and  to  examine  fome  witnefTes  before  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
flate  of  Virginia.  Having  made  the  fame  tour  the  preceding  year,  he 
fct  out  accordingly  from  Richmond,  in  the  beginjaing  of  the  month  o£ 
March,  1 790,  and  proceeded  with  his  friend,  Mr.  May,  a  great  land« 
holder  in  Kentucky,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Peterfburg,^  to  Kecklar*a 
Station,  in  Virginia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Kanhaway..  They 
found  there  James  Skuyl,  a  merchant,  of  Great  Brayer-court-houfe,  ia 
Virginia,  who  was  carrying  a  large  quantity  of  merchandize  to  Ken- 
tucky. They  jointly  purchafcd  one  of  the  vefTels,  which,  as  they  arc 
intended  merely  to  defcend  the  Ohio,  and  are  not  built  to  remount  it„ 
have  no  more  durability  than  is-  required  for  that  purpofe,  and  are,  con- 
fequently,  fold  at  a  cheap  rate.  They  are  large  flat  bottomed  veffels,. 
without  any  deck  ;  and  are  fold  in  Limeftone  for  the  value  of  their, 
timber.  That  bought  by  Mr.  Johnfon  and  his  fellow  travellers  coft 
thirty  dollars.  \ ,.     '."..'.',     ,:^^   '     .  .;.     '    ,       '  n'        j.      • 

I  (late  thcfe  particulars,  though  they  may  appear  trifling,  as  they  will 
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not,  perhaps,  be  found  altogether  unufeful ;  the  emigration  to  Ken- 
tucky being  at  this  time  extremely  frequent,  and  the  way  of  proceeding 
thither  by  water  being  the  moft  expeditious,  the  Icaft  cxpcufive,  and 
the  moft  generally  chofen  of  any. 

Having  embarked  on  board  this  vefTel,  with  their  merchandize  and 
ftores,  they  defcended  the  river,  working  the  veffel  themfelves.  During 
the  whole  paffage  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  miles  thence  to 
Limeftone,  nothing  is  required  but  to  keep  the  veffel  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftream,  which  is  fufficiently  rapid  to  carry  her  down,  without  the 
leaft  affiftance  from  rowing.  At  the  confluence  of  the  Kanhaway  with 
the  Ohio,  at  Point  Pleafant,  they  found  three  other  travellers,  who 
were  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  proceed  on  the  fame  journey ;  namely, 
William  Phlyn,  of  Point  Pleafant,  a  petty  tradefman,  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  travelling  to  Kentucky  ;  and  Dolly  and  Peggy  Flem- 
ing, likewife  of  Point  Pleafant,  who  intended  to  proceed  to  Kentucky, 
under  the  protedion  of  Phlyn,  a  relation  of  their's,  and  to  fettle  in  that 
place.  They  were  all  of  them  fully  aware,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  is  not  exempt  from  danger ;  but  they  alfo  knew,  that  inftances  of 
the  Indians  attacking  a  veffel  in  the  midft  of  the  ftream  are  very  rare, 
and  that  an  attack  on  a  veffel,  with  fix  perfons  on  board,  was  altogether 
unprecedented.  They,  therefore,  made  themfelves  perfectly  eafy. 
Having  left  Point  Pleafant  on  Friday,  the  20th  of  March,  early  in  the 
morning,  they  proceeded,  during  a  paffage  of  twenty-two  hours,  with 
all  the  care,  which  the  weather,  when  favourable,  admits  of  in  thefe 
forts  of  veffels.  They  had  failed  one  hundred  and  fix  miles  ;  it  was 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  they  were  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Sciota,  and  had  a  fair  profpeft  of  reaching  Limeftone  the  next  morning, 
by  day-break.  Pafling  on  with  this  expedation,  they  heard  dreadful 
Ihrieks,  proceeding  from  two  men,  who  fpoke  Englilh,  and  told  them,  in 
the  moft  affecting  tone  of  grief,  that  they  had  been  taken  prifoners  by 
the  Indians,  and  had  made  their  efcape,  but  feared  to  fa,ll  again  into  their 
hands.  They  had  not  eaten  any  thing  for  thefe  Fq^Ui  days  paft,  and 
entreated,  if  they  could  not  be  taken  on  board,  to  be  at  leaft  ftipplied 
vj.^'   i:i  with 
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with  rpqic  proyilion,  and  tlms  fav^d  from  the  uns^voidablc  danger  oi 
periihing  through  hunger.  The  firi]:  and  imniedi^tc  f^ntiment  of  all  the 
p£Ul[cngcrs  impelled  them  to  fuccour  thcfe  unfortunate  perfons.  But  a 
little  confideration  excited  ftrong  apprehenfp^s  in  fome  of  them,  left  the 
afl[iftance,  which  they  npight  afford  thefe  perfons,  Ihould  throw  ^hepi- 
fdves  into  the  hands  of  the  In^iai?*  Mi^'  Jo^nfon,  as  well  as  Mr.  M9>yj 
cn,tertained  thi^  feari,  whic^,  pn  the  pthe^  h^ndj  was  poioibated  s^s  ground'^ 
lefe  by  the  o^her  two  men ;  ^|id  the  two  women,  yielding  to  compaflipjtT 
(a  feeling  more  prevalent  in  their  fex  ^han  our's)  declared  it  an  s^&.  of 
barbarous  cru?lty,  pr)  ^he  pj^rt  of  the  above  two  gentlenacn,  to  oppp&  the 
f^ving  the  lives  pf  th?  a.bove  two  perfons,  in  danger  q£  inftant  death. 
Johnfon  and  May^  though  fti^l  impre^ed  with  the  fai^e  appreh^nfioiQS* 
felt  ex^trej^ely  uneafy,  when^  they  cpnfidered,  t^at  iu  confequencc  pf  t^elr 
prudence,  the  unfortunate  naen  ^ght,  perhaps,  periih,.  They  wpuld,  apt 
appear  lefs  humane  than  the  reft^  w];^p  iharcd  the  fame  danger,  and  s^o- 
cor^iijgly  dpfenc^ed  their  ppip^^  widi  \c^  ^mn^fs,  ij^afi  wh^n  they  firft. 
propofed  it.  The  t^p  unfortunajte  men  followed  ^heveflel  a|ong  th^. 
fhore,  as  Ihe  was  carried  pnwardaby  the  currenl;,  Thejr  npouwiful  la,- 
rneijLtations,  their  fcreaip^,  and  qcpreflioJi^s  of  agoni^in^  ^r^gp^  and^ 
defpair  flill  increafmg,  Wfilli^m  Phlyn,  who  derived  fpme  kind  of  author 
rity  from  his  being  accuftomed  to  thi^  pafTage,  urA  in  the  ha,bit  of  fre- 
quenting Kentucky,  prppofed  that  he  would  go  alone,  and  c^ry  bread  to. 
the  unfortunate  fufferers,  if  his  companions  wpuld  Und  him  on  fhpre^ 
He  contended,  that  he  ihould  difcerii  the  Indians  from  afar,  if  they  made 
their  appearance ;  that,  ia  this  cafe,  the  veflel  might  eafily  regain  the; 
middle  of  the  ftream ;  and  that  he  would  make  the  journey  to  LimC'-' 
Hone  on  foot,  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  It  woUjld 
have  been  extremely  hard  to  oppofe  this  propofal,  whjqh  was  feconded 
by  the  two  women^  and  by  James  Skuyl.  Mr,  Johnfjba  aiid  Mr.  May,, 
therefore,  yielded,  rather  out  of  weaknefs,  than  from,  any  hearty  ^ppro* 
bation  of  the  mcafurc.  They  fleered  towards  the  fhore,  where  the  1?wq. 
flilfci;ers  were  dr.^^^^ix^  themfelyes  along,  as  if  tormented  by  the  moft. 
excruciating  pains.  Why  is  it,  tha,t  humanity  anjd,  candour  n^uft,  fo  fre- 
quently 
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quciitly  tall  \l(ftlms  to  urtiHcc  and  fraud  ?  The  :i[)prchcn(ion  of  the  two 
gentlemen  were  but  ,too  well  founded.  The  two  nun  were  tuo  traitors, 
fubornedby  the  Indians  to  decoy  the  veflel  to  the  lliorc.  The  Indians  fol- 
lowed them,  at  fome  diftance,  conftantly  concealing  themlches  behind 
trees.  The  njoment  the  vefl'el  reached  the  Ihore,  they  burfl  forth,  about 
twenty-five  qr  thirty  in  number,  raifcd  a  dreadful  howl,  and  fired  on  the 
paflengers.  Two  of  them  were  killed  by  the  firll  firing,  and  the  reft,  in 
equal  aftoniftiment  and  terror,  endeavoured  to  regain  the  middle  of  the 
ftream.  But  bemg  too  near  the  flioie,  and  their  adlivlty  and  dexterity 
being  feverely  checked  by  the  proximity  of  the  Impending  danger,  they 
ip.ade  but  little  way.  The  two  perfous  killed  were  Mr.  May  and  Doily 
Fleming.  The  Indians  continued  to  fire.  James  Skuyl  was  wounded, 
and  two  Horfes,  whjch  were  on  board,  were  killed.  All  this  increafed  the 
jterror  of  the  three  travellers,  who  were  yet  able  to  work,  and  impaired 
their  exertions.  The  fury  of  tlie  Indians  increafed  in  proportion  to  their 
hope  of  fiiccefs.  Some  threw  themfelves  into  the  river,  and  fwam  to- 
wards the  fhip  ;  thofe  who  remained  on  ihore  threatened  to  fire  on  the 
paiTengcrs,  if  they  ihould  make  the  leaft  refiftancc,  and  kept  their  pieces 
conftantly  levelled  againft  them.  The  fwimmcrs  brought  the  Ihip  ac- 
cordingly on  fhore ;  and  the  unfortunate  Americans  were  obliged  to  land 
\inder  the  continued  howl  of  the  Indians,  which,  however,  were  no 
longer  the  accents,  oarage,  but  ftiouts  of  joy,  on  account  of  the  feizure  of 
their  prey.  The  Indians  offered  them  their  hands,  which  they  fliook 
with  more  or  lefs  fatisfadlion,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  Icfs  degree 
of  fear  they  felt,  which  we  may  cafily  conceive  not  to  have  been  fmall. 
This  reception,  however,  in  fome  meafure  allayed  their  apprchenfion. 
While  fome  of  the  Indians  were  thus  fainting  the  prifoners,  and  led  them 
away  from  the  ihore,  the  reft  were  bufied  in  landing  all  the  merchandize 
and  ftores.  Some  cut  wood,  and  made  a  fire.  Thefc  arrangements  were 
.foon  made.  The  articles  found  in  the  Ihip  were  carried  to  the  fire,  as 
well  as  the  two  unfortunate  perfons  who  had  been  fliot.  The  latter  were 
completely  ftripped  of  their  clothes,  fcalped  on  the  fpot,  and  their  corpft  s 
thrown  into  the  river.     Mr.  May  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Johu- 
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fon ;  and  the  latter  is  yet  at  a  lofs  for  adequate  terms  to  cxprefs  the  hor- 
ror he  felt  at  this  dreadful  fight,  which  for  fome  time  overpowered 
all  his  apprehenfion  concerning  his  own  fafety.  The  fcalps  were  dried 
by  the  fire,  to  increafc  the  trophies  of  the  tribe. 

^    While  the  male  prifoncrs  were  ftripped  of  what  articles  they  had  about 
them,   with  more  or  lefs  rigour,  according  to  the  whims  of  thofc  who 
took  this  tafk  upon  them,  or  happened  to  be  the  neareft,  the  clothes  of 
Peggy  Fleming  were  not  touched.  Mr.  Johnfon's  coat  and  waiilcoat  were 
already  pulled  off,  and  half  his  fhirt,  when  an  Indian,  who  hitherto  had  not 
concerned  himlelf  with  his  drcfs,  returned  it  to  him,  and  fpoke  to  him 
who  was  pulling  off  the  fhirt,  in  a  tone  not  only  implying  cenfure,  but 
alfo  a  right  to  offer  it.     The  fame  Indian  gave  him  a  blanket,  by  way  of 
indemnification  for  the  lofs  of  his  coat  and  waiilcoat.     His  fhoes  were 
taken  from  him,  and  inflead  of  them  they  gave  him  mocklponSf  or  Indian 
fhoes,  made  of  deer-fkins.     His  breeches  and  flockings  were  yet  lefi 
him ;  all  the  clothes  were  added  to  the  refl  of  the  booty.     The  Indians 
were  now  near  feventy  in  number,  among  whom  were  about  a  dozen 
women.     Their  leader  affembled  them  around  the  fire,  and,  holding  the 
tomahawk  in  his  hand,  addreffed  them  in  a  fpeech,  which  lafled  about 
an  hour,  and  which  he  delivered  with  great  eafe  and  fluency  of  expref^ 
fion,  with  geflures,  and  in  a  tone  of  enthufiafm,  looking  frequently  up  to 
heaven,  or  calling  down  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  pointing  now  to  the 
prifoncrs,  now  to  the  river.     Almofl  at  every  phrafe  the  Indians,  who 
liflened  to  him  with  the  utmofl  attention,  exprefTed  their  approbation 
and  applaufe  with  accents  of  deep,  mournful  exclamation.     The  booty 
was  divided  among  the  different  tribes,  which  fhared  in  this  entcrprize. 
The  tribe  of  the  Shawanefe,  being  the  moil  numerous,  and  that  to  whidi 
the  leader  belonged,  received  three  prifoncrs ;  and  William  Phlyn  fell  to 
the  fliare  of  the  other  tribe,  the  Cherokees.     Every  prifbner  was  given  to 
the  charge  of  an  Indian,  who  was  anfwerable  for  his  perfon.     Although 
thus  diflributed,  the  prifoncrs  remained  together,  and  negle^lcd  not  to 
improve  the  liberty  allowed  them,  converfing  with  each  other  without 
conflraint. 
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The  two"  men,  who  by  their  lamentations  hinl  decoyed  them  on  fliorc, 
now  rejoined  the  Indians.  Their  wretched  vidims  poured  forth  againl> 
ihcm  fevcrc  reproaches,  though  they  were  fomcvvhjit  ibftcned  by  the  tear 
of  being  overheard  by  the  Indians.  They  pleaded  nccefTity,  and  that 
they  had  been  ordered  on  pain  of  death,  to  a<fl  as  they  did.  Ry  their 
accounts,  they  were  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  furprized  by  the  Indlanis, 
fix  months  before,  in  their  own  habitations;  and  had  ahcady,  fcveral 
times,  been  employed  in  fimilar  treachery.  The  (lores  found  on  board 
the  veiTel  ierved  the  Indians  for  their  meals,  in  which  they  gcncroiilly 
allowed  the  prifoners  to  partake.  Night  coming  on,  every  one  lay  down 
to  reft  under  the  trees.  The  prifoners  were  furroundcd  by  the  tribes  to 
which  they  refpedlively  belonged,  and  fmgly  guarded  by  the  Indian,  who 
had  the  charge  of  them.  Peggy  Fleming,  who  was  never  left  by  her 
guards,  was,  this  night  in  particular,  furrounded  by  women.  Mr.  John- 
fon  was  tied  by  the  elbows ;  and  the  ends  of  the  ropes  were  faftcned  to 
trees,  which  ftood  far  afunder,  fo  that  it  was  altogether  impoflible  for 
liim  to  lie  down.  Yet  this  was  not  deemed  fufficient.  Another  rope, 
ikftened  to  a  tree,  was  tied  around  his  neck,  and  from  it  a  rattle  was  fuf- 
pended,  which,  if  he  had  made  the  leaft  motion,  would  have  awakened 
the  whole  troop.  The  reft  were  treated  nearly  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
two  white  fpies  enjoyed  the  moft  perfeA  liberty.  Some  Indians  were 
ftdtioned,  at  certain  diftances,  around  the  party,  to  obferve  what  was  paf- 
fing  in  the  ftirrounding  country. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  prifoners  were  unbound,  and  fuffcred  to  enjoy 
the  fame  liberty  as  on  the  preceding  day.  About  ten  o'clock  the  Indians, 
who  were  pofted  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  reported,  that  a  vcflcl  w  as 
dropping  down  the  river.  The  prifoners  were  ordered  to  join  the  other 
two,  who  yefterday  beguiled  their  prey,  and  to  exert  their  utnioft  efforts  to 
decoy  the  paifengers  in  the  fliip  on  Ihore.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  the 
horror  which  they  felt,  on  receiving  thefe  orders,  was  ftrongly  combated 
by  the  fear  of  inftant  death,  with  which  they  were  threatened,  in  cafe  of 
difobedience  and  refufal.  They  werCj  therefore,  under  the  neccflity  of 
joining  the  other  two  wliite  men.     Mr.  Johnfon,  however,  though  com- 
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pcUcd,  tor  the  prclcrvation  of  his  own  lite,  to  pretend  to  do  like  the 
others,  firmly  determined  not  to  make  himfdf  guilty  of  occafioning  the 
flavcry,  or  probable  death  of  the  unfortunate  paiTengcrs  on  board,  by  any 
voluntary  a<^ion  on  his  part ;  and,  confcquently,  neither  to  make  the 
fmallcft  gcllure,  nor  to  fpcak  a  word.     And  well  might  he  fpare  himfelf 
this  trouble.     His  companions  exerted  themfelvcs  to  the  utmoft,  to  excite 
the  compaflion  of  the  paffengers  on  board,  who,  without  the  Icalt  hefita- 
tion,  ftood  in  towards  the  Ihore,  to  'fuccour  and  rcfcue  from  flavery,  tho(c 
whom  they  thought  unfortunate  captives.    Scarcely  had  they  approached 
within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  fliore,  when  the  Indians,  who,  as  on  the 
preceding  day,  had  ilolen  along  behind  the  bullies,  haftened  up,  fired,  and 
fliot  the  fix  perfons  on  board.     Shouts  of  vidory  fucceeded  to  the  howls 
of  bturburous  rage.     The  veflel  was  hauled  on  fliore  ;  and  two  of  the  ill- 
fated  paflengers,  who  were  not  yet  dead,  were  immediately  difpatched 
with  the  tomahawk.     The  fix  fcalps  were  torn  off  and  dried,  and  the 
booty  was  divided,  but  with  fewer  formalities  than  on  the  preceding  day. 
Soon  after  the  fcouts  made  fignals,  that  three  other  veflcls  were  in  fight. 
The  fame  llratagem  was  employed,  but,   for  this  time,   in  vain.     The 
ihmilic?  on  board,  which  were  proceeding  to  Kentucky,  did  not  appear 
to  make  any  attempt  to  deviate  from  their  courfe,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
purfiicd  it  with  redoubled  adivity.     The  Indians  fired  at  the  veiTels,  but, 
from  the  breadth  of  the  Ohio,  which,  in  this  place,  is  almofl  a  mile,  the 
balls  took  no  cfFc(^l.  •    Yet  the  paffengers  were  panic-ftruck.     Of  the 
three  vcfi!cls,  which  they  occupied  with  their  cattle,  they  deferted  two, 
and  joined  all  in  one;  believing,  that  they  might  thus  proceed  fafter, 
and  more  certainly   make  their  efcapc.     The  other  two  veflcls  they 
abandoned  to  the  ftrcam.     This  mcafurc  infpircd  the  Indians  with  a 
hope  of  feizing  them,  which  they  would  never  have  attempted,   if  the 
paflengers,  \^  ithout  leaving  thcfc  tvA'o  veflcls,  had  ftedfaflily  purfucd  theif 
courfe.     The  Ind'ans,  who,  in  all  their  enterprizes,  are  rather  animated 
by  a  tlilrfl:  for  plunder  than  by  real  courage,  ncAcr  venture  upon  aii  at- 
tack, \vithout  being  convinced,  that  they  are  fuperior  in  flircngth  ;  a  con- 
vlc^Vum,  wliich  they  do  not  readily  admit.    Infpiritcd  by  their  number,  by- 
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tlic  obvioiH  "panic  ol  their  cnomics,  and  by  the  reparation  of  their  means 
of  defence,  they  rcfolvcd  oa  purfuing  tlicm.     Having  on  the  preceding 
day  captured  two  vcflcls,   the)'  went  on  board,  embarked  their  prilbners, 
snd,  with  all  poffiblc  fpecd,  purfucd  the  fleeing  lliip.     The    two  vcilels, 
whicli  had  been  abandoned  tu  the  llreani,   loon  fell   into  their  hands ; 
but,  not  fatisfied  with  their  capture,  they  were  bent  upon  taking  the 
third,   which  they  purfucd  with   redoubled  exertion,    raifing  dreadful 
howls,  and  difcharging  all  their  pieces ;  but  their  fire  proved  as  inelFedtual 
as  their  other  exertions.     The  fugitive  veflel  having  gained  confiderably 
the  dart  of  thcjn,  approached  a  fpot,  where  the   Indians  feared  to  en- 
counter new  enemies.   They  were,  accordingly,  obliged  to  relinquilh  their 
defign,  and  ta  content  themfelves  with  the  rich  booty,  which  had  already 
fallen  into  their  hands.     It  confifted  of  cfFefts,  (lores,  and  other  valuable 
articles,  belonging  to  the  four  families,  which  had  jointly  emigrated  from 
Virginia,  to  fettle  in  Kentucky.     They  brought  every  thing  on  Ihore ; 
and,  without  diftributing  the  whole,  fell  eagerly  on  fome  caiks  of  whifky. 
They  drank  fo  largely,  that  all  of  them  were  foon  intoxicated.     Six  or 
fcven,  to  whom  was  committed  the  charge  of  guarding  the  booty,  and 
who  had  been  ordered,  at  the  beginning  of  thcfc  Bacchanalian  revel.s,  to 
drink  with  moderation,  retained  alone  the  ufe  of  their  fenfes.     All  the 
reft  lay  buried  in  a  profound  flecp  ;  and,  among  them,  the  leader  of  the 
part}-,  and  the  guards  of  the  prifoners.     William  Phlyn  himfelf  had. 
drunk  fo  much  whiiky,  as  to  be  in  the  fame  fitaation  with   his  mafters. 
Mr.  .fohnfon's  mind  was  too  deeply  affedlcd  by  his  dreadful  fituatiou,  to 
Iharc  in  this  dii'gufting  banquet.     Totally  abforbed  in  the  contemplation 
of  the   dangers  and  miferies  that  awaited  him.  and  eagerly  dcfirous  of 
warding  them  off,  if  poflible,  he  conceived,  that  the  profound  fleep  of 
all  the  Indians  around  him  might  afford  the  means  of  efcapc,  and  commu- 
nicated his  idea  to  James  Schuyl,  who  was  lying  by  his  fide.     The  vef- 
iels  were  faftcncd  to  ftiUtes  along  the  iliorc,   at  a  i'mall  diftancc  from 
them  ;  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprize  depended  merely  on  their  Healing 
thi'chcr  unobicrved,   throwing  themfelves  into  the  fivd  veifcl  they  Ihould 
find,  the  nig'ht  being  very  dark,  and  abandon  her.  to  the  ftream.    Succcfs 
.  '  appeared. 
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appeared  as  certain,  it"  they  could  reach  the  vcffcls,  as  inflant  death,  oii 
the  other  hand,  it'  they  were  apprehended.  James  Skuyl  the  more  rea- 
dily embraced,  this  projed:,  as,  but  half  an  hour  before,  he  efcaped  death 
In  a  manner  littje  fliort  of  a  miracle.  An  Indian  ran  up  to  him,  in  the 
firl\  fit  of  drunken  madnefs,  with  the  dreadful  knife  in  his  hand,  to  fcalp 
him,  and  would  certainly  have  accompliflied  his  purpofe,  but  for  the  in- 
terference of  two  other  Indians,  Icfs  inebriated  than  he  was,  who  checked 
his  fury.  The  laft  words  of  this  converfation  were  uttered  in  a  voice  ib 
very  low,  that  it  was  impoffiblc  to  conceive  they  fhould  have  been  under- 
ftood  by  an  Indian,  who  lay  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  though  he  were 
even  poiTcired  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Englilh  tongue  ;  yet  he  arofe,  and 
and  tied  them  in  the  lame  manner  as  the  preceding  night,  without  (hew- 
ing, however,  the  leaft  paffion,  nay,  without  fpeaking  a  word.  ; 
.  Thus  the  pleafmg  hopes  of  the  two  prifoners  were  blaflcd  on  a  fuddcn, 
and  converted  into  renewed  defpair.  Tied  faft  to  trees,  feparated  from 
each  other,  convinced,  by  experience,  that  they  were  clolcly  watched, 
without  the  leaft  internaffion,  even  in  moments  when  they  might  imagine 
themfelves  to  -be  totally  unguarded ;  they  could  not  but  fuppofe  them- 
fclves  doomed  to  a  ftatc  of  hopelefs  milery.  The  remembrance  of  all 
they  had  heard  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Indians  towards  their  prifoners,  op- 
preffed  their  minds  with  conftant  horror.  They  were  aware,  that  they 
would  be  yielded  up  to  the  grolTeft  infults,  and  to  lingering,  cruel,  and 
varied  torments.  They  coniidered  the  Indians,  who  were  lying  around 
them  in  a  ftate  of  fenlelefs,  brutiih  intoxication,  as  the  inftruments  of 
their  tortures.  It  was  with  thefe  painful  ideas,  that  the  two  unfortunate 
pri/bners  pa^cd  the  remainder  of  the  night.  At  break  of  <day,  the  fur- 
rounding  troop  awoke ;  they  were  untied ;  and  this  day,  the  third  of  their 
captivity,  was  fpcnt  in  continued  revels,  kept  up  with  the  whilky,  which 
had  been  left  the  preceding  day.  The  leader,  probably  from  an  opinion 
that  his  expedition  had  already  -proved  fufficiently  produ<5live,  proclaimed 
his  will  on  the  next  following  day,  that  it  ihould  be  clofcd  ;  and  the  dif- 
ferent tribes,  which  had  taken  a  ihare  in  it,  fet  out  on  their  way  home 
They  all  inhabited  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Eric. 
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The  leader  of  the  moft  nutnerotis  tribe  was  a  Shawancfc  ;  die  rcfl-  were 
Lower  Creeks,  Wyandats,  Mingoes,  Othenwagcs,  Delawares,  Ottawas, 
Chepawas,  and  Cherokees.  ♦         * 

'  Johnfon,  Jacob  Skuyl,  and  Peggy  Fleming,  as  has  already  been  ob- 
ferved,  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  Shawanefe,  forty  of  which  tribe  were 
preipnt  in  this  expedition.  They  left  the  Ohio  together ;  while  William 
Phlyn  departed  with  the  Cherokees.  On  the  firft  day's  journey,  Johnfon 
was  ordered  to  lead  a  cow,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  booty,  found  oil 
board  the  two  deferted  vefTels.  Jacob  Skuyl,  being  wounded,  had  no- 
thing to  do,  but  follow  the  troop.  Peggy  Fleming,  who  was  fur- 
rounded  by  men  and  women  by  turns,  could  go  wherever  fhe  plcafed. 
They  were  all  three  at  liberty  to  converfe  as  they  chofe,  without  the  In- 
dians having  hitherto  conceived  the  fmalleft  diftruft.  The  vaft  booty, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  ihare  of  this  tribe;  was,  in  part,  tranfported  on 
horfes,  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  found  in  the  vefTels,  and  in  part  carried 
by  Indians,  who,  at  times*  loaded  Mr.  Johnfon  with  part  of  their 
burden.  The  firft  day's  journey  was  but  five  miles.  The  Shawanefe 
halted  in  a  beautiful  vale,  where,  under  ftraggling  trees,  about  forty 
Ikorfes  were  grazing,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  expedition,  had  been 
taken  from  the  different  travellers,  and  fent  to  this  fpot.  They  had 
adopted  this  meafure,  bccaufe  they  were  to  return  this  way ;  and  it,  be- 
fides,  fUpplicd  the  horfes  with  food  in  the  utmoft  abundar  ce.  The  cow 
was  killed  the  firft  dav,  roaftcd,  and  devoured.  What  had  not  been 
eaten,  was  left  behind  the  next  morning,  when  they  fet  out  to  renew 
their  journey.  The  leader,  with  eight  or  ten  Indians,  had,  by  this  time, 
left  the  troop,  mounted  the  beft  horfes,  and  rode  off  to  reach  their  habi- 
tations, before  the  arrival  of  the  reft.  Tlicy  took  Peggy  Fleming  with 
them,  who,  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  her  life,  did  all  fhe  could  to  pleafe  the 
leader,. and  the  other  Indians,  on  whom  fhe  depended.  Her  good  and 
playful  humour  infured  her  fuccefs.  She  was  carried  off  on  one  of  the 
beft  horfes,  and  the  apprehenfions  of  her  future  fate  were  loft  in  the  plea- 
fure  of  her  journey.  Her  two  companions  in  misfortune,  unable  to 
charm  their  mafters,  as  fhe  did,  continued  their  journey  in  the  fame  man- 


,1 

i 


V  t 


''VM 


,1  '! 


!  , 


I  >ii.»; 


ner 


2U\J 


•;ir.Tcsy.     TRAVELS  IN  arOKTII  AMBRICA, 


her,  in  which  they  had  begun  it ;  except  th»t  they  h^id  notlijng  to  Cftrry, 
as  the  horfcs  were  more  numerous:  the  cow  too  had  been  killed.  Xlifc 
troop  brcaktatled  on  fomc  fait  meat  they  had  found  on  board  the  veffels, 
and  on  the  remains  of  the  meals  of  the  preceding  day,  iuid  then  roo>  ed 
farther  onwiud.  About  twelve  o'clock  they  halted.  The  game  killed 
4>y  the  hantfmen  was  dreifcd,  and  the  time  of  their  halting  was  fre- 
r'aently  determined  by  the  good  or  bad  luck  of  the  chace.  They  fmokcd 
tlicir  pipes  before  and  after  dinner,  and  thcin  fet  out  again  to  purfue  thiQir 
journey,  until  about  an  hour  before  night-fall.  At  this  time  they  ftopped 
to  eat  their  evening  mea',  which  was  much  like  the  dinner,  ufualiy 
fmoked  a  pipe  in  profound  filence,  and  tJien  lay  .down  to  reft  on  hides. 
The  prifoners  were  conftantly  tied  at  night,  and  the  journey  was  pur- 
iued  in  the  fame  unvaried  manner.  During  the  march,  fome  Indian?, 
generally  the  fauntfmen,  formed  a  kind  of  van^guard,  and  others  brought 
up  the  rear,  at  ibme  distance,  to  watch  whether  the  troop  were  pur- 
sued ;  for  both  the  miflruil:  and  the  yigUauce  of  ihe  Indians  arc  verjr 
great.  The  main  body  marched  as  they  chofc,  without  tht  Jeafl:  order. 
If  game  was  cfpied,  either  by  the  main  body  or  the  rear^guard,  they 
killed  it.  But  the  van-guard  feemed  in  particular  charged  with  this 
tluty.  No  more  game  is  killed,  than  what  is  required  for  the  next  meal ; 
and  the  woods  are  filled  with  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  precdLude  all  apprc- 
henfion  in  regard  to  future  £ibfiftence.  The  game  killed  is  cut  into  largie 
pieces,  and  put  on  ftakcs  driven  into  the  ground.  The  cookery  is  per- 
formed by  the  women.  The  Indians,  on  lighting  their  fires,  take  pecu- 
liar care  not  to  fet  fire  to  the  neighbouring  trees. 

The  prifoners,  we  may  eafily  concei\e,  profited  by  ithe  liberty  they 
enjoyed  of  keeping  conflantly  together.  Their  melancholy  converfation 
breathed  defpair  in  confequence  of  their  having  miflcd  the  Jaft  favour- 
able opportunity  of  efcape,  rather  than  hope  of  meeting  with  another. 
Yet  this  hope,  chimerical  as  it  might  appear,  was  not  entirely  abandoned. 
The  chief  of  the  troop  had  conceived  fome  miitrufl:  from  their  bemg 
-conflantly  together ;  and  his  apprehcnfion  encreafcd  at  the  fight  of  a 
knife,  which  Mr.  Johnfon  inadvertently  drew  .out  of  .his  pocket,  and 
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which  he  had  caretully  prefcrved  for  the  purpofc  of  ciitting  the  ropes, 
with  which  he  was  tied  at  night,  if  any  favourable  opportunity  Ihould 
offer.  On  the  priiljncrs  being  again  fearched,  a  few  guineas  were  found 
in  the  pocket  of  James  Skuyl,  which  had  been  overlooked  at  the  firft 
lairch,  and  which  heightened  the  miftrull.  The  firft  means  to  which 
tJie  Indians  rcforted  for  their  fccurity  were,  to  ftrip  both  the  unfortunate 
prifoners  of  their  breeches,  inilead  of  which  they  were  furnilhcd  with 
a  fhort  apron,  tied  round  their  hips,  and  reaching  half  way  down  their 
thighs,  which  cloathed  them  in  the  Indian  fafliion.  Their  Ihirts  were 
exchanged  for  coarfer  ones.  Yet  all  theie  precautions  were  not  fufficicnt^ 
to  allay  the  fears  of  their  keepers.  On  the  next  morning  the  Chief  or* 
dcrcd  the  troop  to  feparate  into  two  divifions  ;  and  James  Skuyl  to  pro- 
ceed with  one,  while  Johnlbn  continued  with  the  other  ;  they  were  both 
to  reach  the  fame  place  of  deftination  by  different  f^ads. 

This  new  feparation  proved  extremely  painful  to  Mr.  Johnfon  ;  the 
fcllowfhip  in  misfortune  had  converted  a  four-days  acquaintance  into 
the  mofl:  intimate  friendfhip.  Skuyl  was  his  fupport,  his  hope,  the  only 
being  with  whom  he  could  aflbciate;  yet  him  he  loft,  left  alone  in  nature's 
vaft  domain,  and  given  up  entirely  to  his  grief  and  apprehenfions,  con- 
fiderably  heightened  by  this  lofs.  The  feparation  from  a  dearly  be- 
loved wife,  Mr.  Johnlbn  faid,  could  hardly  affeft  the  heart  with  keener 
pangs,  than  he  felt  on  being  torn  from  this  four-days  friend.  Yet  how 
was  he  to  oppofe  the  iron-hand  of  neceffity  ?  A  wife  man,  and  this  is 
his  chief  merit,  refigns  himfelf  to  calamities  he  cannot  avert :  thus  did 
Mr.  Johnfon.  He  foon  determined  on  concealing,  as  much  as  poflibic, 
his  painful  fcnfations,  and,  under  the  appearance  of  fercnity,  to  beguile 
the  miftnift  of  his  mafters.  He  was  powerfully  Hipportcd  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  dedgn  by  an  innate  firmncfs,  calmnefs,  and  cheerfulnefs  of 
temper.  Though  the  hideous  image  of  impending  death  would  often 
prefs  upon  his  mind,  he  found  fome  confolation  in  the  thought,  that 
not  every  prifoner  is  irrevocably  doomed  by  the  Indians  to  fufFcr  death  ; 
but,  that,  at  times,  they  employ  their  captiACs  to  aflift  them  in  hunting,  or 
adopt  them  as  members  of  their  tribes.  He  has  repeatedly  aifurcd  nie,  that 
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even  in  moments  of  the  moft  imminent  danger,  during  his  caiptivity  hi* 
fpirits  never  failed  him  for  any  length  of  time.  A  ray  of  hope  would  con- 
ftantly  re-animate  his  courage,  though,  wanting  probability,  it  quickly 
vaniflied  ;  but,  though  Icfs  miferable  than  many  others  would  have  been 
in  his  iltuation,  he  was  conftantly  wretched. 

The  famenefs  of  the  remaining  journey  was  not  chequered  by  any 
remarkable  events.  The  marches  were  longer  or  Ihorter  in  proportion 
to  the  game  they  killed,  to  the  duration  of  their  flcep  at  noon,  and  to  the 
delight  they  found  in  fmoaking  their  pipes.  But  their  length  elpecially 
depended  on  the  will  of  the  chief,  and  the  advice  of  the  conjurors. 
Their  dreams  frequently  alter  the  direAion  of  their  journies.  They  fell 
in  with  feveral  wandering  troops  of  Indians,  which  caufed  a  longer  or 
ihorter  delay,  according  to  the  hour  at  which  they  met.  At  times  the 
two  troops  would  dine  together ;  but  they  never  parted  without  hav- 
ing informed  each  other  of  their  exploits,  and  exhibited  their  prifbners 
with  pride  and  oftentation.  At  night  Mr.  Johnfbn  was  always  tied 
looier  or  tighter  according  to  the  whim  of  the  Indian,  who  undertook 
this  charge,  without  always  belonging  to  his  guards,  being  fbmetimes  de- 
puted by  one  of  them,  who  had  perhaps  fbme  buiinefs  in  front  or  rear  of 
the  troop  ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  deputy  would  often  endeavour  to  juftify  the 
confidence  placed  in  him,  by  tying  his  prifoncr  as  clofely  as  he  could.  One 
night  he  was  tied  fo  tightly,  that  the  ropes  cut  deep  into  his  arms,  and 
were  covered  by  the  fwelling  they  occaiioned.  Yet  he  dared  not  to  com-- 
plain,  for  the  whole  party  being  intereftcd  in  the  prefervation  of  prifoners, 
every  meafure  tending  to  that  purpoie  could  not  but  obtain  univerfal 
approbation.  At  another  time  he  was  beaten  by  the  chief  for  no  other 
reafbn  than  the  ill  humour  of  this  brute,  yet  he  dared  not  to  murmur. 
Once  he  was  feverely  beaten  by  an  Indian  from  a  mere  brutifh  defire  of 
ufmg  him  thus  ;  but  this  time  his  patience  forfook  him.  He  returned 
the  blows  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  troop.  They  feid  he  had 
proved  himfelf  a  man  ;  none  but  women  iiibmitted  to  fuch  treatment 
without  oppofition.  From  that  time  he  obferved,  or  fancied,  that  they 
treated  him  with  more  refpcd,     In  the  meanwhile  the  real  com« 
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mandcr  or  chief  of  the  troop  rejoined  them,  after  two  days  fcparation. 
Having  altered  his  idea  of  reaching  home  Iboner  than  the  reft,  he  refolved 
on  fcouring  the  woods  with  his  Indians,  and  it  was  by  mere  accident  he 
fell  in  with  the  troop  from  which  he  had  feparated.  Peggy  Flemming 
was  with  them,  apparently  much  habituated  to  their  mafters,  as  ihe  pre- 
ferred their  prote<5lion  to  the  company  of  Mr.  Johnfon.  A  few  days  after 
the  troop  met  a  negro  laden  with  whifky.  He  was  the  Have  of  an  In- 
dian, who  was  hvmting  in  the  woods,  and  had  commiffioncd  him  to  fell 
this  liquor.  Within  a  Ihort  time  the  negro  fold  his  whole  ftock,  and 
followed  the  troop,  waiting  for  his  mafter.  The  Indians  halted  ibon  after 
to  drink  their  whifky  with  more  eafe,  and  to  prepare  for  their  entrance 
into  Sandufky,  which  was  diftant  but  a  few  days  journey.  Their  prepa- 
rations confifted  in  the  complete  procefs  of  an  Indian  toilette,  that  is  to 
fay,  they  touched  up  and  refrelhed  the  colours  with  which  the  Indians 
are  accuftomed  to  paint  both  the  face  and  body.  Every  one  is  at  liberty 
to  paint  himfelf  after  his  own  fancy,  except  that  they  all  wear  one  cer- 
tain mark  either  on  their  breaft  or  arms.  A  black  paint,  prepared  of 
charcoal,  and  a  red,  compofed  of  minium  and  cinnabar,  are  moft  fre- 
quently u(cd.  The  whole  body  and  face  are  plaftcred  with  thefe  paints. 
They  fuffer  their  hair  to  grow  only  about  the  fcalp  ;  and  cut  off  the  reft, 
dole  to  the  head,  either  in  irregular  lines,  proceeding  from  the  eyes  and 
the  root  of  the  nofe,  and  branching  out  Irom  this  central  point  in  vari- 
ous forms,  or  parallel  lines  extending  near  each  other  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion. At  times  it  is  a  fort  of  hair-drcfs,  on  which  apparently  no  care  is 
bcftowed.  But  the  fadl  is,  that  they  attend  to  this  fort  of  ornament 
with  a  peculiar  care,  and  pafs  whole  hours  before  their  looking-glufs, 
which  they  carry  conftantly  about  them  to  complete  their  drcffing.  This 
they  value  as  highly  as  the  handfomeft  European  coquette  can  do  ;  and 
are  as  much  pleafed,  when  it  is  finiflicd  to  their  fatisfacllon,  as  flic 
may  be.  On  fuch  days  they  pluck  off  the  hair  from  the  eye-brows  and 
beard,  with  more  care,  than  they  ufually  beftow  on  this  operation.  As  to 
the  common  mark  or  fign,  which  they  wear  painted  on  their  breaft  or 
arms,  it  is  generally  the  image  of  fome  animal.     That  of  the  tribe  of  the 
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Sh/.wanck:  was  a  wolt".  The  women  wear  it  in  common  with  the  men ; 
but  they  paint  only  the  check-bones,  tor  the  moil  part,  red.  They  fuf- 
pend  fmall  iilvcr  or  iron  rings  from  the  whole  cartilaginous  part  of  the 
ear.  The  men  wear  them  in  the  nofc.  Either  fex  generally  wears  a 
filvcr  collar,  from  which  a  crofs  is  iufpendcd.  A  fhort  fliirt,  reaching 
down  to  the  apron,  which  is  tied  round  the  hips,  is  the  common  drcfs  of 
both  {exes ;  in  cold  weather  they  throw  a  ftiort  mantle  round  the  flioul- 
ders.  Such,  at  leaft,  are  the  drcls  and  fineries  of  the  Shawancfe.  Nearly 
all  the  tribes  vary  in  this  refpeft,  as  well  as  in  many  others.  After  the 
company  were  thus  arrayed,  they  proceeded  on  their  journey.  The  ne- 
gro fpoke  Engliih  ;  and,  as  the  Indians  entertained  no  miilruil  againil 
him,  he  had  it  in  his  power,  to  impart  to  Mr.  Johnfon  fome  interefting 
information,  which,  though  not  calculated  to  infpire  the  prifoners  with 
hope,  yet  proved  to  him  extremely  valuable  and  important.  The  troop 
was  foon  joined  by  the  mafter  of  the  negro,  and  Ihortly  after  by  two 
other  Indians,  who  took  Mr.  Johnfon  by  the  hand,  and  condu<fled  him  to 
the  chief,  whom  they  fcemtd  to  addrefs  in  a  luppliant  manner,  and  with 
an  air  of  fubmiffion.  At  the  clofe  of  an  hour's  converfation,  the  fubjedl  of 
which  was  the  prifoner,  and  after  the  petitioners  had  delivered  two  gal- 
lons of  whiilcy,  moftly  quaffed  by  the  chief,  Mr.  Johnfon  was  furrcn- 
dered  to  them  and  carried  off.  All  his  ideas  were  abforbed  by  the  prof- 
peft  of  certain  deftrut^ion,  which  impreffed  his  mind  ;  every  ray  of  hope 
vaniflied  for  a  moment ;  every  perception  was  loft  ;  he  dared  not  to  afk 
the  negro,  who,  in  conjunftion  with  his  mafter,  had  joined  the  two  In- 
dians ;  ignorant  as  he  was,  whether  he  might  not  be  connc<ftcd  with 
them  ;  whether  the  compaffion,  he  fccmed  to  fhew,  were  not  an  artifice 
to  betray  him  ;  whether  he  were  not,  perhaps,  his  moft  cruel  enemy,  his 
executioner  !  For  fome  time  he  moved  on  in  filcnce,  and  fecret  defpair  ; 
but,  being  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  torturing  idea  of  the  uncertainty 
of  his  fate,  he,  at  laft,  with  great  timidity,  had  recourfe  to  the  negro,  and 
learned  from  him,  that  one  of  the  two  Indians,  to  whom  he  now  be- 
longed, having  fome  time  ago  killed  an  Indian  of  the  tribe  of  the  Min- 
gocs,  he  was  bound  by  the  laws  of  the  txibc,  to  furniih  a  perfon  inftead  of 
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the  Indian  flain,  or,  in  default  of  this>  to  be  himfclf  furrendered  up  to 
the  vengeance  of  his  family  ;  that,  being  too  jx)or  to  buy  u  prilbner,  he 
had  prevailed  upon  the  Shawancfe  by  his  entreaties,  and  pcrfuaded  iiw 
chief,  by  means  of  the  whiiky,  to  make  him  a  prcfcnt  of  Johnfon,  ib 
that  he  now  pertained  to  the  tribe  of  the  Mingoes,  but  that  prevloufly  to 
his  being  delivered  up  to  them  he  would  pafs  a  few  days  at  his  mailer's, 
who  was  a  neighbour  of  the  two  Indians.  The  profpcft  of  flavcry  was 
pleaiing  to  Mr.  Johnfon  ;  he  was  happy  even  at  this  price  to  preferve  his 
life,  the  lofs  of  which  had  been  conftantly  before  his  eyes.  He  deemed 
himfelf  more  fortunate,  as  he  entertained  a  hope,  that  by  fome  m  cans  or 
other  he  might  be  able  to  Ihorten  the  period  of  his  captivity.  He  jour- 
neyed on  about  four  days  with  his  new  mailers,  and  lived  with  them  in 
the  fame  manner  as  with  the  former,  except  that  he  was  not  tied  at 
night.  His  old  mailers  had  given  him  back  his  clothes,  and,  on  com- 
paring his  prcfent  lituation  with  his  former,  and  efpecially  with  that 
which  he  expelled  in  anxious  fufpcnfc,  he  felt  happy.  But  this  happinefs 
Was  not  of  knig  duration.  His  unlucky  liars  would  have  it  {o,  that  after 
four  days  marching  he  again  fell  in  with  the  Shawancfe.  The  chief, 
who  had  now  become  fober,  was  no  longer  fo  generous  as  before,  and  re- 
gretted his  former  gcnerofity.  He  demanded  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  two 
Indians^  but  was  refufcd.  The  two  Indians  referred  to  the  tellimony  of 
the  negro  and  his  mailer,  which  was  in  their  favour  ;  but,  the  Shawanell 
being  the  llronger  party,  they  proceeded  from  demands  to  menaces,  and 
from  menaces  to  a<fts  of  violence  ;  the  two  Indians,  deftitute  of  all  means 
of  defence,  were  eafily  conquered  ;  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  torn  from  the  Sha- 
wancfe, was  replungcd  into  his  former  anxiety  and  mifery.  His  fitua- 
tion  appeared  to  him  the  more  dcfperate,  as  a  French  merchant  of  Ca- 
nada, who,  being  informed  by  the  Indians,  that  the  Shav.iinefe  had  a 
white  prifoner  with  them,  came  to  redeem  him,  but  had  met  with  a  re- 
fufal  from  the  chief,  who  told  him,  that  he  meant  to  lead  him  with  the 
other  booty  in  triumph  through  his  town.  The  merchant  promifed  Mr. 
Johnfon,  to  renew  his  .application  the  next  morning,  but  the  latter  had 
renounced  all  hope.  The  merchant  adually  came  the  next  mornm<r, 
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according  to  his  promife,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  prifoner,  and 
made  fevcral  trifling  bargains  with  the  Indians ;  but  all  his  applications 
concerning  Johnfon  were  in  vain.     The  unfortunate  young  man,  there- 
fore, Jiad  no  hope  left,  but  what  the  profped  of  occurrences,  incidental 
to  a  journey  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  adlual  diftance  of  his 
place  of  deftination,  could  afford.     An  event,  with  which  his  mofl  fan- 
guine  hopes  could  not  have  flattered  him,  foon  took  place.   The  Shawa- 
ncfe,  jM-occeding  on  their  journey,  met  an  Indian  with  a  horfe  loaded 
with  whifky ;  part  of  the  booty  was  quickly  exchanged  for  fome  bar- 
rels.    The  next  morning  the  remainder  of  the  booty  went  the  fame 
way,  and  on  the  following  day  they  paid  the  Indian  for  what  whifky  he 
had  left  in  horfes,  which  they  had  brought  with  them  from  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.     The  Shawanefe  paffed  fix  days  in  a  ftatc  of  continual  in- 
toxication, and  continued  drinking  until  they  had  nothihg  left  to  drink. 
Afhamed  to  return  to  their  tribe  without  any  trophies,  but  one  flngle  pri- 
foner, they  determined  on  another  expedition,  in  which  Mr.  Johnfon  was 
to  co-operate.  Yet,  on  mature  deliberation,  they  found  itftiU  more  advifc- 
able,  to  fell  the  prifoner,  in  order  to  be  able,  to  drink  whifky,  and  drink  it 
largely,  previoufly  to  their  taking  the  field  again.  The  expreflion  of  vehe- 
mence and  favagenefs  in  their  faces,  which  was  heightened  by  the  fumes 
of  whifky,  not  yet  altogether  evaporated,  greatly  encreafed  Mr.  John- 
fon's  uneafinefs  during  thefe  debates.     It  was  in  vain  his  woe- worn  mind 
endeavoured  to  find  out  their  objeft,  when  the  following  morning  he 
was  called  to  the  tvvb  chiefs,  who  ordered  him  to  mount  a  horfe,  and 
pufh  on  with  them  as  faft  as  he  could.     He  now  imagined,  that  his  lafl 
hour  was  come,  but  this  time  his  fear  was  not  of  long  duration.     The 
place  whither  he  was  conduced  was  not  above  five  miles  diflant ;  it  was 
the  habitation  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  tl»e  merchant  whom  he  had  already 
feen.     After  fome  glaffcs  of  whifky  had  been  drunk,  the  bargain  was 
foon  flruck  ;  fix  hundred  fmall  filver  fhirt  buckles,  fuch  as  the  common 
people  wear,  conflituted  the  ranfbm,  amounting  to  twenty-five  Louis  d'or. 
Mr.  Johnfon's  happincfs  may  be  eafily  conceived,  but  he  did  not  yet  feel 
it  in  its  whole  extent ;  which  is  generally  the  cafe  in  fudden  tranfitionu 
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from  extreme  wrctchedncis  to  a  ftate  of  felicity  and  peace.  This  rapid 
and  complete  delivery  from  death  and  bondage  appeared  to  him  like  a 
dream,  in  which  he  dared  not  to  indulge.  Mr.  Duchoquet  endeavoured 
to  convince  him  of  the  reality  of  his  happy  fituation,  and  he  began  to 
believe  in  it,  when  the  next  morning  the  two  Indians,  who  had  con- 
duded  him  thither,  again  made  their  appearance.  Mr.  Duchoquet  was 
himfelf  of  opinion,  that  they  came  to  refcind  the  agreement,  and  con- 
firmed his  new  guefl  in  the  determination  he  had  formed,  to  fell  his  life 
dear,  when  one  of  the  Indians  came  up  to  hint)  unarmed,  and  faid  fmil- 
ing,  that  on  the  preceding  day  he  had  forgotten  fomething,  which  be- 
longed to  him^  which  moll  certainly  he  muft  have  mifled,  and  which 
they  came  to  return  to  him.  It  was  a  code  of  laws  for  Virginia,  which  his 
mailers  had  left  him  during  his  journey.  Mr.  Johnfon  was  lefs  fenfible 
of  the  delicacy  of  this  condud,  which  even  among  refined  Europeans 
would  have  been  confidered  as  a  proof  of  great  attention,  than  happy  on 
account  of  the  pcrfcA  lecurity,  which  this  behaviour  of  his  former  maf- 
ters  guaranteed  to  him,  and  which  continued  undifturbed  by  any  further 
accident. 

Not  being  able  to  reach  the  fettled  parts  of  America  without  a  guide, 
he  was  neceilltated  to  wait  the  ieafbn,  when  Mr.  Duchoquet  ufually 
went  to  Canada.  Until  that  period  he  continued  with  him  in  his  habi- 
tation, and  aiTided  him  in  his  trade  with  the  Indians.  This  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  getting  acquainted  with  feveral  tribes,  whofe  manners 
and  cufloms  differed  but  little  from  thofc  of  the  Shawanefc.  Unac- 
quainted with  their  language,  he  could  not  himfelf  colle<^  much  informa- 
tion concerning  them ;  and  befides,  he  was  too  much  occupied  by  his' 
eager  defire  of  being  reflorcd  to  his  family  and  friends,  to  fludy  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  favages,  whom  he  was  anxious  to  quit.  He  learned, 
however,  from  his  hod,  that  all  the  tribes  in  that  neighbourhood  believe 
in  a  Supreme  Being,  and  in  the  duration  of  the  exifloncc  of  the  foul 
after  the  clofe  of  this  mortal  life.  They  hold,  that  the  pimiftiment  of 
thofe,  who  have  rendered  themfclves  guilty  of  wicked  deeds,  and  with 
them  none  are  wicked  deeds  but  inactivity  and  cowardice  in  hunting  and 
warfare,  and  perfidy  to  their  friends,  confifts,  in  their  being  removed  after 
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death  into  unhcaltliy  woods,  where  there  Is  no  otlicrgamc  but  fmtU  birds; 
Avhilc  they,  \\  ho  have  conrtantly  t>blcrved  an  honefl,  gallant  condudl,  ace 
tranfplantcd  into  tbrcfts,  abounding  with  the  largcft  game,  of  which  the 
numbers  never  diminifli.  He  further  was  informed  by  his  hoil,  that  In- 
dian women,  called  in  their  language  fcjuaws,  arc  kept  by  their  hufbands 
in  a  ibrt  of  iluvcry,  frequently  beaten,  and  in  cal'c  of  adultery  often 
maimed  by  them — a  puriifliment  which  they  are  much  inclined  to  in- 
fli(^l.  Girls,  or  unmarried  women,  on  the  contrary  enjoy  foil  liberty,  to 
gratify  their  dcfires  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  fo  far  from  their  forfeiting  by 
this  gratification  the  efteem  of  the  men,  a  woman  is  held  in  little  efti- 
mation  by  the  Indians,  who,  previous  to  her  marriage,  has  not  been  en- 
gaged in  fome  amorous  intrigue  :  "  for,"  fay  they,  "  difdained  as  fhc  has 
been  by  all  men,  Ihe  is  unworthy  of  love."  According  to  his  obfcrva- 
tion,  the  Shawanefc  are  lazy,  imprudent,  caelancholy,  fUent,  and  with- 
out thought  for  the  coming  day.  As  to  the  general  chara&er  oi'  the  In- 
dians, he  knew,  that,  whatever  a£b  of  cruelty  they  may  exercifc  againi): 
their  prifoners,  in  particular  againfb  fuch,  as  they  take  in  time  of  war, 
they  are  in  their  friendfhip  true  and  faithful  to  a  degree,  which  has  long 
become  obfblete  among  civilized  nations. 

?  At  the  beginning  of  June  Mr.  Duchoquet  fet  out  with  his  gueft  on 
Jiis  journey  to  Canada.  Lake  Erie  was  but  fifty  miles  diftant.  They 
embarked  there  for  Detroit,  where  Mr.  Duchoquet  refides.  But,  before 
they  reached  Lake  Erie,  they  had  to  pais  the  fmall  lake  Sanduiky.  A 
\  iolent  guft  of  wind  drove  tkem  to  a  finall  iiland  in  the  middle  of  this 
lake,  inluibited  by  two  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  Johnfon  was  there  invited 
VN  1th  his  friend  to  a  grand  feaft,  given  by  a  family  in  celebration  of  the 
recovery  of  an  Indian  lady.  The  feaft  coniifted  of  a  grand  meal,  pre-^ 
ceded  by  a  great  deal  of  dancing  around  a  large  fire.  Almoft  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland  were  invited.  A  fmall  painted  ftick  fupplies 
among  the  Indians  the  ufe  of  our  cards  of  invitation. ;  and  thefe  dances, 
thcfe  banquets,  and  large  fires,  are  religious  rites,  deemed  by  the  Indians 
extremely  efficacious  in  curing  their  fick  ;  in  all  probability  they  Icfs  ob- 
llruc^t  their  recovery  at  leaft,  than  the  prefcriptions  of  many  phyficians 
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Mr.  John(()n  reached  Detroit  on  the  1 3th  of*  June  ;  and  there  fepa- 
•rated  from  Mr.  Duchoquet.  The  Englifli  governor  ordered  him  to  be 
conveyed  acrofs  Lake  Eric  in  a  king's  yacht.  I'hence  he  went  in  an- 
other velTcl  to  the  celebrated  cataraft  of  Niagara,  to  conceive  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  which,  is  beyond  the  powers  of  human  fancy.  From  this 
ftupendous  water-fall  he  proceeded  in  a  boat  along  the  banks  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  thence  on  the  river  Ofwego  to  Albany,  New  York,  and 
Virginia,  where,  having  been  afflidcd  fix  weeks  by  fate,  favages,  and 
mufquitocs,  he  rejoined  his  family,  whom  he  had  utterly  defpaired  of 
ever  feeing  again ;  happy,  that  fo  many  fufFcrings  terminated  in  this  for- 
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tunatc,  but  uncxpedcd  event.  ■    :'    •      .     -'. 
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nr^>  1SvV?rnJ  ^'^  W'^ry  0f?EGtiY  FlEMMING.  :;  ;.l^lvv*  . 

•  Peggy  Flemming  continued  with  the  Shawanefe,  when  Mr.  Johnfon 
was,  by  their  chief,  delivered  iip  to  the  two  Indians  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Mingoes.  But  he  did  not  find  her  again,  when  he  was  furrendered  back 
to  his  former  mafters.  Two  or  three  of  them  had  carried  her  off;  and 
alter  a  journey  of  a  few  days,  given  her  to  three  Cherokecs,  whom  they 
met  in  the  woods,  and  who  carried  her  to  Sandufky,  where  Duchoquet 
and  Johnfon  faw  her,  without  being  able  to  obtain  from  her  one  finglc 
word  ;  undoubtedly  in  confequencc  of  a  prohibition  of  her  prefent  maf- 
ters, whoufed  her  more  rudely  than  the  former  had  done.  Some  days 
after,  thelc  Indians  brought  her  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake  San- 
duiky,  where  they  pitched  their  tents,  and  being  much  pleafed  with  the 
furroundiiig  country,  determined  to  pafs  fome  days  in  their  camp.  Mr. 
Mac-Intosh,  partner  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  proceeded  thither,  on  the  firft 
intelligence  that  a  white  woman  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  with  a 
view  to  redeem  her.  A  young  Virginian,  who,  fome  years  before,  had 
been  taken  prifoner  by  the  Wyandots,  and  by  them  adopted  as  a  member 
of  their  tribe,  accompanied  him  thither.  He  happened  to  know  the 
whole  family  of  Peggy  Flemming,  and  to  be  perfonally  acquainted  with 
her.  Being  much  liked  and  refpeded  by  the  chief  of  the  tribe,  he  fo- 
licited  of  him  the  favour,  to  procure  him  this  captive  from  the  Indians, 
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aflcrtlng,  that  ihc  was  his  fiilcr.  The  aged  chief,  in  compliance  with  his 
rcqucil,  paid  the  three  Chcrokees  a  viilt,  and  after  the  ufual  compli- 
ments expreiTed  his  wiih,  that  they  might  either  give  or  fell  him  this 
young  woman,  in  whom  he  profefTed  to  take  the  moft  lively  intcreft. 
The  Indians  gave  him  a  denial  in  terms,  which  grew  peremptory  in  pro- 
portion as  his  entreaties  became  more  earneil.  They  threatened,  that 
they  would  rather  kill  both  him  and  her,  than  give  her  up.  The  old 
chief,  being  the  weaker  party,  was  obliged  to  yield.  But  the  next  morn- 
ing he  came  before  break  of  day,  attended  by  twenty  Indians  of  his  tribe. 
Peggy  Flcmming  was  tied  to  a  tree,  around  which  the  three  Cherokees 
were  lying  in  a  profound  flecp.  The  Wyandots  icized  her ;  the  old 
chief  cut  himfelf  the  ropes,  with  which  fhe  was  tied,  and  as  foon  as  he 
got  her  into  his  power,  gave  the  three  Cherokees  fome  hundred  fmall 
filver  buckles,  with  which  they  were  obliged  to  content  themfelves. 
Peggy  Flemming  was  delivered  up  by  the  old  chief  to  his  favourite 
Whitaker  (this  was  the  name  of  the  Virginian),  who  was  become  a 
Wyandot  Indian,  firft  from  neceflity,  and  afterwards  from  choice.  She 
was  provided  with  clothes,  and  carefully  nurfed  by  this  tribe.  Whitaker 
had  married  a  young  Indian  woman,  who  took  the  greateft  care  of  her. 
Soon  after,  flie  was  condu<fted  under  an  efcort  of  men  and  women  of  this 
tribe  through  the  midft  of  the  woods  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  oppofite 
to  Point  Pleafant,  where  Mr.  Johnfon  learned  from  her  the  particulars  of 
her  adventures,  and  where  Ihc  now  lives,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her 
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The  Hi/iory  o/*  James  SkUyl* 

It  will  be  recolle6lcd,  that  Mr.  Johnfon  was  Separated  from  James 
Skuyl  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  their  march.  The  latter,  with  part 
of  the  troops,  proceeded  by  a  different  road  to  the  habitations  of  the 
Shawancfc,  where  he  was  infulted,  beaten,  and  otherwise  ill  ufed.  On 
his  arrival,  his  wound  was  almoft  mortified,  owing  to  the  exceffive 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  and  the  ftings  of  the  mufquitoes.  He  was,  ncver- 
thclefs,  kept  to  the  hardeft  labour  of  the  tribe,  i.  e.  he  was  employed  to 
..  ,.  cultivate 
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cultivate  the  ground.  It  isin^g^n^ral  the  employment  ofprifoncrs,  if 
they  have  any,  to  rcHcvc  the  women  of  a  part  ol'  the  toils,  which  have 
fallen  to  their  lot.  James  Skuyl,  though  extremely  uneafy  on  account  of 
his  fituation  and  future  Aitc,  yet  could  not  think  of  making  any  attempt  to 
cfcapc  through  forefts,  where  at  every  ftep  he  ran  the  rilk  of  falling  in 
with  Indians.  The  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  undertaking  was  fo  highly  im- 
probable, as  to  preclude  every  idea  of  it.  Yet  being  one  day  informed  by 
a  woman,  in  whofe  company  he  ufed  to  work,  and  who  fccmod  to  ijm- 
pathife  in  his  fufFerings,  that  he  would  be  burnt  within  two  days,  he  was 
irrefiftibly  impelled,  to  try  every  means  of  efcaping  fo  terrible  a  death. 
Fumiftied  with  a  muiket,  and  fomc  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  he  ventured, 
one  night,  to  elope  from  the  habitation,  in  which  he  was  guarded.  He 
ftolc  through  the  woods,  and  reached  the  bank  of  the  river  Miami.  Here 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  behind  his  muflcet,  though  it  fcrved,  at  once,  for  his 
defence  and  fubfillcnce.  Having  fallened  his  cakes  to  his  head,  he  fwam 
acrofs  the  river.  He  met  great  numbers  of  Indians,  in  fpite  of  his  anxi- 
ous endeavours  to  avoid  them  ;  nay,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  paffing  by  fome  of  their  habitations.  The  care  he  had  taken  in  paint- 
ing himfelf,  fome  Indian  words,  which  he  had  learned,  during  his  capti- 
vity, and  his  firm  deportment,  gave  him  the  appearance  of  an  Indian,  and 
from  this  fuppofition  he  was  actually  feveral  times  aflilled  in  his  flight. 
When  he  thought  himfelf  out  of  danger,  he  had  nearly  fallen  by  one 
which  he  lead  fufpeded.  Having  reached  the  bank  of  Lake  Ohioj  he 
intended  to  crofs  it  in  a  veflTcU  which  he  happened  to  find,  in  order  to 
reach  the  ifthmus ;  the  ferryman  refufed  to  take  him  on  board,  as  he 
miflook  him  for  a  fpy,  who  intended  firft  to  feduce  him,  and  then  to 
punilh  him,  if  he  fhould  yield  to  his  intreaties.  He  alfo  told  him,  that 
the  preceding  evening  a  troop  of  Shawanefe  had  fearched  the  banks  of 
the  river  in  queil  of  a  prifoner,  who  had  made  his  efcape  on  the  day  be- 
fore that  of  his  intended  execution.  He  could  *  not  but  recognife  him- 
felf in  this  defcription  ;  celerity  was  therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  yet  he  was  compelled  to  repair  to  the  mafler  of  the  vciTel,  whofe  ha- 
bitation was  two  miles  diftant.     He  informed  him,  that  he  was  the  pri- 
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toner,  of  whom  the  Shawanclc  were  in  fearch,  and  this  man,  Ibrtunatcly 
more  humane  and  Icfs  fcrupvilous  than  his  fervant,  not  only  cqnfcnted  to  his 
going  on  board,  but  would  alio  carry  him  over  himrclf,  that  he  might  fee 
him  iafe  beyond  all  danger.  Having  airivcd  at  Detroit,  he  traverfed  Ca- 
nada, and  the  Northern  States,  and  at  length  reached  Great  Brayercourt- 
houfe,  where  he  has  fettled.  At  Icaft  he  has  hitherto  given  up  the  trade 
to  Kentucky.   .4,  ,  r; ,  -fi>f  l  7     .ji  *•>  ^  -hn'r.- 


The  Hiftory  o/"  William  Phlyn. 


The  diftrefles  of  William  Phlyn,  who  was  delivered  up  to  that  tribe  of 
the  Cherokees  called  Chikamages,  inhabiting  a  di{lri<^  adjacent  to  the 
great  river  Miami,  confifted  in  his  having  been  tortured  two  days  together^ 
until  the  fire  put  a  period  to  his  wretched  exiftence.  He  loft  his  life,  a 
few  days  after  his  arrival  at  the  habitations  of  the  Indians.  James  SkuyU 
on  his  journey  to  the  town  of  the  Shawanefe,  faw  the  fpot,  where  he  had 
been  burnt  the  preceding  evening,  but  was  not  able  to  colle<ft  any  farther 
information  concerning  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  man. 

Although  the  three  laft  ftories  contain  but  few  particulars,  and  are 
not  inieparably  conneded  with  that  of  Mr.  Johnfbn :  yet  they  will  not, 
1  think,  be  found  altogether  uniiiterefting,  as  they,  in  fome  meailire, 
lerve  to  complete  his  hiftory.  An  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman 
cannot  but  confiderably  heighten  the  joy,  which  his  fortunate  deliver- 
ance muft  excite  in  cyery  feeling  mind,  and  ftamp  his  reports  with  the 
authority  of  indubitable  truth.       r^iWi  :     <i  :iJ  t.L   :.. 

I  have  forgotten  to  mention,  that  the  two  whites,  who  by  their  lamen- 
tation decoyed  Mr.  Johnf6n  and  his  companions,  effedled  their  cfcapc 
the  fecond  night,  when  the  Indians,  after  the  capture  of  the  two  velTels, 
were  almoft  all  of  them  intoxicated  with  whifky.  Mr.  Johnfon  had 
ftrong  grounds  to  fufped,  that  the  Indians,  from  motives  of  friendlhip 
or  of  gratitude  for  their  ^ffiftancc  in  the  captvire  of  (b  rich  a  booty,  for- 
warded their  flight. 
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SiUiUiUn',  the  20th  of  June,  171)5. 

THE  vcflcls,  in  which  wc  croflcd  the  river  Niagara,  belong  to  the 
EngUrti,  and  are,  for  this  rcafon,  in  a  better  condition  than  the  major 
part  of  the  American  vcflcls  or  ferries,  which  arc  entirely  left  to  the 
will  and  pleafurc  of  the  owners,  without  any  public  officer  taking  the 
lead  notice  of  their  condition,  and  providing  for  the  fafety  of  travellers. 
The  ferry  conlifted  in  a  veflcl  of  confidcrable  capacity,  the  fides  of  which 
were  one  foot  and  a  half  high  ;  it  was  tolerably  ftaunch,  and  fufficieudy 
large,  to  contain  five  horfes  without  any  apparent  danger.  The  mafter 
of  the  vcflcl  is  diredcd  to  write  down  the  names  of  the  paiTengcrs  ;  our's 
were  already  known.  General  Simcoe,  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  in- 
formed of  our  journey  by  Mr.  Hammond,  the  Englifh  ambalTador  to 
the  United  States  had  long  ago  given  notice  by  the  poft  of  our  expected 
arrival.  Mr.  Guillemard>  who  had  croflcd  over  on  the  preceding  evening, 
had  announced  our  intended  arrival  on  the  next  morning ;  and  the  Captain 
of  an  Englilh  frigate,  which  was  receiving  l()mc  repairs  on  the  oppofite 
bank,  fent  us  his  boat,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  us.  Our  guide,  Pondrit* 
had  preceded  us  to  the  river  to  call  the  ferrymen ;  and  the  ferry  arriving 
fooner  than  the  boat,  of  the  deftination  of  which  we  were  ignorant,  wc 
ftepped  into  the  former.  The  pafllige  from  the  American  to  the  Englilh 
fide  requires  four  or  five  minutes,  and  from  the  Englilh  to  the  American 
(hore  about  a  tj  larter  of  an  hour.  Fort  Erie  (lands  on  the  fhore  of  the 
lake,  about  two  miles  above  the  ferry.  The  commandant  had  dcfired  the 
captain  of  the  frigate  to  fupply  his  place,  until  he  Ihould  be  able  to  vifit  us 
himfelf.  We  thought  it  right  to  return  this  a<5l  of  civility,  by  Immediately 
fctting  out  to  prefent  to  him  our  paflTports.  We  did  fo,  though  we  were  not 
drefled  to  pay  a  vifit  of  ceremony  ;  but  the  rain  having  made  our  appearance 
ftill  worfe,  wc  determined  on  drying  our  clothes  at  the  inn,  until  the 
weather  Ihould  clear  up,  and  permit  us  to  proceed  to  the  fort.  We  were 
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not  yet  drcffcd,  -when  the  commandant  arrived  at  the  inn,  and  invited  us 
to  dinner,  acquainting  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  dirc<ftcd  to  fliew  us 
every  civility  in  his  power.  This  invitation  was  very  agreeable  to  us ;  a 
dinner  at  a  Governor's,  after  three  day's  travelling  through  woods,  is  u 
real  t'caft.  We  accordingly  attended  him  to  the  fort. 

Fort  Erie,  as  it  is  called,  though  we  know  not  why,*  confifts  of  fomc 
houfes  roughly  formed  of  wood,  and  furrounded  with  tottering  palifa- 
does.  It  has  neither  a  rampart,  a  covert-way,  nor  any  other  works. 
The  buildings,  which  are  all  of  them  block-houfes,  are  inhabited  by  the 
officers,  foldiers,  and  a  commiflary  of  provifion.  Without  the  precin<fts 
of  the  fort,  lland  four  fimilar  houfes,  deftined  for  the  habitation  of  the 
workmen,  and  a  large  magazine,  or  ftore-houfe,  belonging  to  the  king. 
The  upper  ftory  juts  out  beyond  the  ground  floor,  fo  that  all  who  fhould 
attempt  to  approach  the  ftore-houfc,  might  be  eafily  kept  off  with  fire- 
locks, by  means  of  openings  made  in  the  upper  ftory.f  This  fort  is  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  a  point  of  defence  againft  the  Indians  for  the 
Britifli  trade  on  the  lake,  at  the  extremity  of  which  it  (lands.  The  term 
FORT,  in  its  ufual  import,  cannot  by  any  means  be  applied  to  this  place, 
which  is  even  now  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  formerly,  fmce  the  impend- 
ing furrender  of  the  forts  fituated  on  the  oppofite  fhore  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, leaves  the  Englilh  no  alternative,  bnt  to  have  either  no  forts  at  all 
on  this  fide  of  the  lake,  or  to  put  thofc  which  they  (hall  maintain  in  a 
refpedable  ftate  of  defence.  Fort  Erie  is  garrifoned  by  a  company  of 
tlie  fifth  regiment,  the  captain  of  which  company  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  commandant  of  the  place.  Captain  Pratt  holds  this  command  at 
prefcnt ;  on  account  of  his  long  fervice,  he  has  been  nominated  major  by 
brevet.  The  duty  of  the  foldiers,  who  form  this  garrifon,  confifts  in 
ftimding  fentries ;  but  they  are  alfo  obliged  to  ferve  on  board  the  (hips, 
which  belong  to  the  government.  Almoft  all  the  provifion,  and  all 
ammunition,  without  exception,  come  from  England,  and  acrofs  the 

*  Di-.  Morfe  fays,  that  Fort  F.iie  is  ^JlrongfortificaiioH  ;  an  aflbrtion,  which  it  is  im* 
polTiblc  to  reconcile  witli  the  dcicription  given  by  the  Duke,  but  by  fuppofing  it  to  have 
undergone  confidcrable  improvement  fince  1195.— Tranjlator. 

t  Buildings  of  tliis  conlbudlion  are  very  common  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in 
Eritilh  America ;  llicy  arc  called  block-houfcs. — Author.     -'•  •    •;:      . 
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lakes.  The  navigation  on  the  river  Niagara  ends  fevcn  miles  above  Lake 
Ontario,  whence  there  is  a  land-conveyance  as  far  as  Chippeway,  nine 
miles  diftant,  where  the  navigation  for  boats  and  other  fmall  veifcls  re- 
commences, extending  as  far  as  Fort  Erie.  Here  the  goods,  deftincd  for 
Fort  Detroit,  arc  laden  in  fhips,  navigated  by  fbldicrs  from  Fort  Eric  to 
Fort  Chippaway.  The  return  paflage  is  extremely  difficult ;  and  for 
this  laborious  taflc,  they  are  allowed  only  fifteen  fliillings,  to  be  diftri- 
butcd  among  five  men,  who  compofe  the  crew.* 

The  fbldiers  have  a  garden,  where  they  cultivate  the  neceffary  vegeta- 
bles, which  by  any  other  means  they  would  not  be  able  to  procure.  Their 
allowance  of  provifion,  which  confifts  in  a  pound  of  flour,  a  pound  of 
fait  pork,  four  ounces  of  rice,  and  a  little  butter,  a  day,  is,  no  doubt, 
paid  for  by  the  government  at  a  very  high  rate  ;  but  to  the  foldiers  it 
is  delivered  for  two  pence  halfpenny  a  ration,  w  ch  is  deduced  from 
their  pay,  amounting  to  fix  pence  per  day.  All  the  troops,  quartered  in 
Canada,  are  treated  in  the  fame  manner.  Another  company  of  the  fame 
regiment  is  at  Fort  Chippaway,  and  the  remaining  eight  companies  form 
the  garrifon  of  Fort  Niagara.f  Fort  Detroit,  and  feveral  other  forts,  which 
the  Englifh  ftill  hold  in  their  poficffion,  but  which  are  to  be  given  up  to 
the  Americans,  are  garrifbned  by  the  twenty-fifth  regiment.  Fort  De- 
troit flands  at  the  end  of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  ftrait  or  river,  which  fcpa  rates 
it  from  Lake  St.  Clair.  It  was  cre<?led  about  the  year  1 740.  The  inha- 
bitants are  moflly  French,  and  confifl  of  about  three  hundred  families. 
It  is  faid  to  be  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition.  About  one  hundred  ar- 
tillerymen are  diflributed  in  Detroit,  Fort  Niagara,  and  fome  other  places, 
which  I  Ihall  have  occafion  to  mention.  The  troops  generally  remain 
fevcifi  years  in  Canada,  during  which  time  the  garrifons  relieve  each  other 
every  year.  But  the  war  in  Europe,  and  the  fear  of  a  rupture  with  Ame- 
rica, have  occafioned  various  alterations  in  thcfc  ordinary  arrangements. 
The  regiments  now  remain  three  years  in  the  fame  place  ;  a  change, 
with  which  they  alone  are  plcafcd,  to  whofe  lot  it  falls  to  garrifon  the 

*  This,  no  doubt,  is  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  foldiers. — Tranflater. 
•\  Fort  Niagara,  as  well  as  the  other  forts  mentioned  by  the  Author,  were  furrendcrcd 
up  to  the  Americans  In  Jul  V,  ITPC. — Ttanjlatoy. 
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fmall  forts.     For  the  iamc  rcafons,  the  regiments  at  prcient  have  but 
half  their  complements. 

A  ftore-houfe,  belonging  to  a  private  gentleman,  is  alfo  included  within 
Fort  Erie,  but  ftands  apart  from  the  buildings,  which  appertain  to  go- 
vernment. In  this  magazine  are  warehoufcd  all  the  goods,  which  come 
upwards,  and  arc  deftined  for  Detroit,  as  well  as  thofc  which  go  down 
the  river  to  Niagara,  Kingilon,  Montreal,  Quebec,  &c.  They  arc 
forwarded  to  their  places  of  dcftination,  either  in  boats,  when  they  go 
down  the  river,  or  in  large  vcflels,  when  they  are  deftined  for  Detroit. 
The  trade  on  Lake  Erie  is  carried  on  in  four  or  five  merchantmen,  bc- 
fides  three  or  four  armed  yachts  belonging  to  the  king. 

Peltry  is  the  chief  commodity  exported  from  Detroit ;  but  wc  alfb 
iaw  fcveral  calks  of  very  fine  maple  fugar,  made  by  the  Indians.  We 
were  informed,  that  the  quantity  of  this  article,  which  pall'es  yearly 
through  this  place,  is  very  confiderable ;  but  were  not  able  to  learn  its 
exa6l  value  in  money.  The  owner  of  the  flore-houfc  hires,  at  times, 
about  twenty  Canadians,  for  the  fliipping  and  unfliipping  of  the  goods, 
for  carrying  them  into  the  magazine,  and  tranfporting  the  boats  by  land 
to  the  lower  country.  The  Canadians  no  fooner  learned,  that  wc  were 
Frenchmen,  than  they  cxprefTed  to  us  a  fatisfadlion,  attachment,  and  re  - 
fpe<5l,  repeated  dcmonftrations  of  which  our  peculiar  fituation  obliged 
us  to  avoid.      -  •    .       -        t  .'       ■■  "^^  ^-■- ^j    r      -^. 

The  Chippaway,  a  king's  yacht,  commanded  by  Captain  Hah  a,  arrived 
here  during  our  rcfidcnce  in  the  fort.  He  had  been  fcvcn  days  palling  the 
ftrait,  which  fliips  frequently  clear  in  two  days.  ' 

Hard  cafh  or  fpecie  is  extremely  fcarce  in  this  corner  of  the  world. 
It  can  come  only  from  Lower  Canada,  but  they  like  to  keep  it  in  Quebec 
and  Montreal.  Nay,  the  pay-mafter  of  the  troops,  on  pretence  that  the 
conveyance  Is  dangerous,  fends  no  fpecie  for  the  troops,  though  he  re- 
ceives their  pay  in  hard  caih.  He  could  moft  certainly  not  rcfufc  it  to 
the  paymafters  of  the  regiments,  if,  for  that  purpofe,  they  proceeded  to 
Montreal  or  Quebec,  where  he  refides.  But  to  undertake  this  journey  at 
the  cxpence  of  the  corps,  would  occafion  too  confiderable  a  dedudion 
from  their  money,  which  Ihould  reach  its  deftination  without  the  leaft 

diminution. 
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dimlnutton.  He  «ccordingly  remits  it  in  bills  of  exchange,  which  arc 
paid  in  paper*inonej»  that  every  one  makes  to  any  amount  he  cheo^, 
and  which  never thejcis  is  uuiverfally  received  with  a  degree  ot*  confidence, 
equal  to  that  whic^h  obtained  in  France  in  the  fccond  year  of  the  revolu> 
tion.  There  are  noUs  of  this  kind  of  only  two  pence  in  value.  They  arc 
finali  flips  of  paper,  either  written  or  printed,  frequently  without  ai^^' 
dgnaturer  and  moftly  effaced  and  torn,  art*;  ,iiu..  ^ 

.  During  our  dinner  ieveral  Indians  arrived  in  boats.  They  formed  a 
fmall  camp  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  we  vifited  on  our  return. 
We  experienced  from  them  the  moft  cordial  reception,  to  which,  per- 
haps, the  ilatc  of  one  of  our  companions,  not  dijRTimilur  to  that  in  which 
moft  of  tiiefe  drinkers  of  rum  found  themfelves,  contributed  not  a  little. 

•  |   ,.       .  Sunday,  the  2\Ji  of  June. 

After  a  hearty  breakfaft  on  board  tlic  Chippaway  frigate,  where  we 
learned,  that  this  veiillbl,  which  is  about  four  hundred  tuns  burthen, 
and  pierced  for  fixteen  guns,  cofts  five  thoufand  pounds  fterling ! — a 
proof  of  the  enormous  price  of  labour  in  this  country — we  embarked 
for  Chippaway*  Major  Pratt  infifted  on  our  taking  our  paiTage  in  a  vefTcl 
belonging  to  government,  as  he  had  particular  orders  to  that  efFe^.  He 
manned  it  with  fix  foldiers,  who  were  excellent  hands  at  rowing ;  and 
ilfo  direAed  Lieutenant  Faulkner  to  attend  us  as  far  as  Niagara.  No 
denial,  on  our  part,  could  prevail  with  him  to  withhold  this  a<^  of  civi- 
lity, which,  even  during  my  profperity,  would  have  cmbarraflcd  me,  and 
■which  now  bore  the  appearance  of  fcorn  rather  than  politencfs.  We 
were,  theretbre,  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  to  alTume  the  air  of  perfons, 
whofe  rank  denuindcd  this  diftindlion.  We  were  now  approaching  the 
profpcift  of  the  Grand  Catarai^  of  Niagara,  one  of  the  principal  obje<fts 
of  our  journey,  and  which  I  had  long  defired  to  fee.  We  formed,  every 
one  of  us,  dtfterent  ideas  of  this  waterfall,  according  to  our  different 
powers  of  fancy ;  each  flroke  of  the  oars  brought  us  nearer  to  it,  and  our 
attention  being  entirely  turned  to  difcover  the  foam,  and  hear  the  noife, 
ytc  took  but  little  notice  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  which,  on  the  fide  of 
Canada,  arc  tolerably  fettled,  of  the  uncommon  width  of  its  channel,  or 
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the  raajeftic  courfc  of  its  ftream.  At  laft  we  heard  the  noife,  and  per- 
ceived the  {pray.  The  weather  was  rather  unfavourable,  fo  that  we  could 
not,  at  any  confiderable  dillancc,  enjoy  this  grand  fpedacle.  The  rapidity 
of  the  ftream,  which  is  perceptible  fcveral  miles  from  the  falls,  foon  car- 
ried us  to  Chippaway.  A  whole  mile  before  you  reach  that  place,  you 
mufl  keep  cloie  under  the  fhore,  without  which  precaution  the  ilream 
would  ibon  involve  the  boat,  and  irrefiftibly  hurl  it  to  dellru^on.  You 
muil  even  make  the  utmoft  exertion  in  rowing  to  remount  the  Chippa- 
way Creek,  from  which  the  fort  takes  its  name. 

We  had  no  fboner  landed,  than,  with  the  utmofl  impatience,  we 
hallened  to  the  falls,  Icarcely  returning  with  due  attention  the  civilities 
we  experienced  from  Captain  Hamilton,  commandant  of  the  fort. 
We  accepted,  however,  his  invitation  to  dinner,  which  on  our  account  he 
kindly  deferred  until  four  o'clock,  mounted  our  horfes,  and,  with  Lieu- 
tenant Faulkner,  proceeded  to  the  falls.  The  diilance  of  Chippaway 
from  the  falls,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is  but  a  mile  and  a  half;  but  the  banks 
of  the  river  form  fo  many  flexures,  that  the  road,  wluch  winds  along 
them,  is  three  miles  long. 

At  Chippaway  the  grand  fpc£tacle  begins.  The  river,  which  has  been 
conftantly  expanding  from  Fort  Erie  to  this  place,  is  here  upwards  of 
three  miles  wide  ;  but  on  a  fudden  it  is  narrowed,  and  the  rapidity  of 
the  ilream  redoubled  by  the  declivity  of  the  ground  on  which  it  flows, 
as  well  as  the  fudden  contra^ion  of  its  bed.  The  channel  is  rocky  ; 
and  the  interfperfed  fragments  of  rocks  encreaie  th".  violence  of  the 
Ilream.  The  country  is  flat  and  even  to  this  point ;  but  here  a  range  of 
white  rocks  arifes  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  oontra«5led  to  half 
a  mile's  breadth.  This  range  is  abranch  of  the  Alleghany  mountains*', 
which,  proceeding  from  Florida,  previoufly  to  their  reaching  this  pointj^ 
intcr(c»il  the  whole  continent  of  America.  The  river,  more  cicely 
hemmed  in  by  the  rocks  on  the  right,  incroaching  upoa  its  channel, 
branches  into  two  arms,  one  of  which  flows  along  the  bai:!k,  formed  by 

*  This  pvincfpal  ridge  cf  tlie  Alleghany  mountains,  which  extend north-caft  and  fouth- 
eaft,  nearly  paraHel  to  the  It-a  coaft,  about  nine  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  from  fixty  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  and  f.vo  hundred  njilts  in  breadth,  is  defcrijitiyely  «ii?»cd  t/te  back- 

bvnt  of  the  United  States . — Ti\i>i/i,  ^     .,      * 
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the  rocks  on  the  right ;  and  the  otiier,  tar  more  conficlcruble,  being  ll'.p;i- 
rated  by  a  fmall  ifland,  makes  ftraight  on  to  the  left,  and  Ivvecps  throiif;l»- 
abaibn  of  ftonc,  which  it  fills  Avith  much  foum  and  noife.     At  lengtii, 
being  again  obftruded  by  other  rocks,  which  it  irieets  on  its  right,  it- 
alters  its  couffc  with  redoubled  violence,  and  along  with  the  right  arm 
ruihes  down  a  perpendicular  ledge  of  rocks  one  hundred  and  fixty  lect; 
high*,  nearly  half  concave,  and  probably  worn  out  by  the  incelTant  im- 
petuofity  of  the  waters.     Its  width  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  its  bed  r 
the  uniformity  of  which  is  only  interrupted  by  an  ifland,  which  fepanitcs 
the  two  arms,  relb  unihaken  on  its  rocky  bafis,  and  feems,  as  it  wcrt^,- 
to  fwim' between  the- two  ftreams,  which  rufli  down  at  once  into  thi-i 
ihipendous  dhafm.     The  waters  of  the  lakes  Erie,  Michigan,  St.  Clair,r 
Huron,-  and  Xake.  Superiont,  ind  of  the!  numerous  rivers,  emptying 
themfelves  into  theie  lakes,  hiceiTantly  replace  the   water  that  thus 
daibci  down.     The  water  of  the  falls  tumbles  perpendicularly  on  the 
rocks.     Its  colour  is,  at  times,  a  dark  green,  at  others  a  foaming  white, 
brilliant  throughout,  and  difplayirig  a  thouiand  variegations,   as  it  is 
fthick  by  the  .rays  of  the  fun,  or,  according  to  the  time  of  the  day, 
the  ilate  of  the  atmofphere,  the  force  of  the  wind,  &c.     The  water, 
which  ruihes  down  the  rocks,  riies  in  part  in  a  thick  column  of  mill, 
often  towering  above  the  height  of  the  falls,  and  mixing   with  the 
clouds.     The  remainder,  broken  in  its  perpendicular  defcent  by  frag* 
ments  of  rocks,  is  in  continual  agitation;  (pouts  and  foams,  and  cafts  on 
ihoie  logs  of  wood,  whole  trees,  boats,  and  wrecks,  which  the  dream  has 
iwept  along  in  its  courfe.  The  bed  of  the  river,  formed  by  the  two  ridges 
of  rocks  which  extend  a  great  way  farther,  is  ilill  more  narrowed,  as  if  part 
of  this  mighty  ibream  had  vanijQied  during  the  fall,  or  were  fwallowe^ 
up  by  the  earth.     The  noife,  agitation,  irregularity,  and  rapid  defcent  of 
the  fbream,  continue  feven  or  eight  miles  farther  on,  and  the  river  doe:^ 
not  become  ilifficicntly  placid  for  a  fafe  paiTage  till  it  reaches  Qucens«t 
townf,  1UII9  miles  from  the  falls.  .oii:,) 

•■••r  :'         .  I .  '  ■  )    r  if-'- 

'^  Otiier  accounts  Tay,  that  the  perpendicular  height  at  the  cataraA  is  only  one  hundred 
and  thirty-revcn  or  one  hundred  and  iifty  feet. — Tranjl. 

t  In  Upper  Canada,  on  the  weft  £de  of  the  ftraits  of  Niagara — Tranfl.  i  <» 
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I  crept  down  to  the  cataract ;  the  defcent  is  very  difficult ;  perpendi-* 
cular  fteps,  hewn  out  of  trees,  caverns,  and  projcAing  rocks,  the  fcattlsred 
fragments  of  which  warn  the  traveller  of  the  danger  from  the  defcent, 
without  offering  any  hold,  except  fome  decayed  bufhes,  which  the  im- 
prudent adventurer,  who  fhould  place  any  dependence  on  them,  would 
carry  with  him  into  the  unfathomcd  abyfs.  Every  thing  ieems  calcu- 
lated to  ilrikc  with  terror ;  but  curiofity  is  as  heedlefs  as  any  other 
paffion.  The  certain  profpeA  of  a  fplendid  fortune  would  hardly  induce 
me  to  attempt,  what  I  at  this  moment  did  from  the  mere  impulfe  of  cu- 
rioHty.  I  frequently  crawled  along  on  both  hands ;  the  zeal  with  which 
I  purfued  my  objedl  gave  me  a  dextrous  a^ivity,  which  I  was  not  con^ 
£:ious  of  poi!ci!ing.  I  feveral  times  abandoned  myfelf  entirely  to  chance,, 
and  thus  I  toiled  a  mile  and  half  to  reach  the  foot  of  this  ihipendous  ca- 
taraA.  The  pleafing  conicioufneis  of  having  attuned  our  end  is  the  only 
reward  of  the  exertions,  by  which  we  have  obtained  fuccefs.  In  the 
course  of  our  life  vtre  frequently  meet  widi  iimilar  iniliinccs^ 

Near  thb  fpot  is  a  whirlpool,  the  ipray  of  which  drenches  your  clothes- 
even  at  a  diftance.  The  columns  of  foam,  acriiing  iirom  the  falls,  mix 
again  with  the  defcending  ilrcam.  The  balba  itfelf  is  hidden  by  this, 
thick  cloud,  and  the  tremendous  noife,  which  it  more  "ttiolent  here  tiian 
any  whetc  etle,  is  tl.^  only  enjoyment  ta  be  attained.  Yda  Tnay  proceed^ 
a  few  pace^  on  pieces  ofc  rock,  lying  between;  tliie  cdkimn  of  water  and  the 
rocks  from  which  it  rulhes  down  <;  but  here  you  «rc  completely  ieqnef^ 
tered  ftom  the  v.orld,  you  are  even  deprived  of  the-pso^6fc  of  the  &li» 
by  the  column  of  water,  which,  by  its  denftty  and  motion,  intercepts  the 
free  accefstrf'alr  to  inch  a  degree,  1/iat  fbffocation  mi^  unAvoidtbly  be 
the  refolt  of  a  long  continuance  in  this  pkce.        '  J-         :'-'!    •  ' ; 

^^  It  is  impoffitkrto  defcribe  the  impreflion,  which  this  ca^ra^  made  up'- 

on  our  mitids.  Fancy,  which  had  long  cherifhed  the  hope  of  viewing  it, 
now  offered  pi6  jres>  which  might  fecm  exaggerated,  yet  were  ttmeh  in- 
ferior to  the  r    Hty.     To  attempt  a  dcfcription  of  th^  iM!p«ieffioin- 'we 

•  i^lt,  vvjould  be  cx^ulvalcnt;  to  a  defcription  of  the  falls ;  an  attempt  fer 
cxceedmg  o-.,r  powers.  The  enthuuafm,  whiciv  feized  my  foul  4$.  the 
afpcd  of  this  magnificent  fpedacle,  was  too  powerful  to  be  weakened  by 
if<^-  I 


our 


BY  THE  DUKB  DB  LA  BOCHBV0UCAUI.T  LIANCOURT. 


221 


otsr  unpleaiant  journey  back  to  the  Fort ;  and  it  was  not  until  I  arrived 
at  Captain  Hamilton's,  that  I  found  Icifure  to  notice  my  wcarincfs,  my 
hunger,  my  .broifes,  the  mifcrable  condition  of  my  clothes,  and  the  time 
of  the  day.— It  waa  two  o'clock. 

Poor  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  who  thought  himfclf  obliged  to  attend  tny 
Hightte/i,  unlbrtiuuifccly  partook  not  of  my  enthufiafm,  but  merely  aiToci- 
ated  in  my  ifanggles  with  various  obftades,  and  bore  his  fhare  of  coit- 
tufions  and  fatigue.  Infpite  of  his  exceffive  politenefs,  he  fcemed  ex- 
tremely fad  and  dull,  until  ibmc  glaiTes  of  wine  had  cheered  up  his  fpirits. 

Captain  Hamilton,  commandant  of  Fort  Chippaway,  which  is.evcn  in* 
ferior  in  ilrcngth  to  Fort  Erie,  was  &y  kind  as  to  detain  us  to  dinner. 
The  ettnui  naturally  reiulting  from  this  dreary  poft,  the  moft  dull  of  any, 
]»  beguiled  by  the  fociety  of  a  handfomc,  fweet,  and  lovely  wife,  and  fix 
children,  who  conAantly  iurroimd  him;  They  both  received  us  in  that 
plain,  cordial,  and  eafy  manner,  which,  charaderifes  pcrfons  who  have 
£QQftantly  firequented  the  beft  fociety. 

.  Cliippaway  was  formerly  the  chief  pkcc  of  an  Indian  tribe,  which 
now.  inhabits  the  bosdcrs  of  Virginia.  The  carriage  rendered  nccefTar)' 
by  the  watei>&U  and  its  continued  effe€ta  ends  here.  Previous  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783»  vei&ls  were  laden  and  difcharged  on  the  otlicr 
iide  of  the  riv^-  near  fort  Slulhcr  *,  opposite  Chippaway. 

Beiides  ther  barracks,  here  as  at  Fort  Erie,  are  ftore-houfcs,  wh\ch  be« 
long  to  government ;  andothcrs,  appertaining  to  merchants.  The  whole 
village  coniifls  of  a.  tolerable  inn,  and  a  fmall  number  of  other  houfes  ; 
the  ftagnant  water  of  the  creek  renders  it  very  unhealthy,  and  to  this 
cfxcumilanoe  .anc  imputed  the.  endemic  fevers,  which  every  year  afHit^t 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place..     ,.  -  .  ,.     >   ..>...  _^    ....  . 

,  *•         Monday,  the22dofJiine.'     "/    ,'•'»,,. 

jj  We  left  Chippaway  early  in  the  morning,  with  an  intcntiori  of  once 
4;nore  viHting  the  falls.  The  kmu,  which  fell  in  torrents,  could  not  de- 
ter \is  frotp  OU9  deiigu.  ,  I  ikw  it  now  from  a  fpot,  from  which;  Mr.  dt* 
flJLaponshad  vjfAff^^  vl;.tlift^yfqe4)l>g.^y^ning,  and.  to  jWhich  he  dciired.tt) 
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^  The  autliot  mirnames  the  fort,  which  he  calls  fovt  Skuylei-. — 2\anP. 
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condudl  us.     This  place  is  known  in  the  couatry  by  the  name  o£  Table- 
Rock,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  rock  over  whidli  the  river  precipitates  itfclf. 
You  here  ftand  in>thc  midft  ot'its  b^,  and  almodil  inihc  water,  fo  that  you 
can,  with  pcrfcd  fafcty,  fee  the  river  rufliing  down  at  your  feet ;  but,  ad^ 
vancing  only  two  paces,  you  would  be  hurried  to  dellrudlion.     On  this 
fpot  you  alfo  eiijoy  the  beautiful  profpcd  od  thci  foaming  water  dafhing 
along  over  the  rapids  of  the  awful  fall,  from**which  you  are  not  feparated 
by  any  intervening  objcdi  arui  of  the  trdmcndous.  whirlpool;  which  en- 
gulfs it.     It  i&  from  this  Jpot,  thsA  thxs  wonder  of  nature  ihould  be 
viewed,  if  you  would  ice  it  hut /rot/i  ofiejpot. '  But  it  ought  to  be  con- 
templated from  all  fides  ;  your  aftoniihment  will  conilantly  rife,  and  you 
will  behold  and  admire  in  awful  filcncc.   'it  iCAihll^-i  vw^miJi*^.-  Uinva*.9<lT 
X  The  dcfcent  is  more  caly  to  the  Table-rock  than  to  Any  other  fpot. 
It  is  much  ito  be  regretted,  that  the  government  of  a  people,  which  (ur- 
paiTes  all  other  nations  for  fondneis  in  travelling  and  curiofity,  ihould  not 
have  provided  convenient  places  for  obierving  this  celebra,ted  phenome- 
non, at  all  poiiible  pbints  of  view.     It  is  pleaded  in  excuie,  that  tht  nmn- 
bcr  of  travellers,  whom  curiofity  leads  to'  this'  fpot,  is  inconfiderable ; 
that  even  they,  who  travel  this  way  on  account  of  buiinefs,  and  flop 
here  to  view  the  falls,  are  few  in  number ;  that  only  hunting  Indians 
and  idle  children  form  the  idea  of  creeping  down  to  the  falls ;  and  thit 
confequently  nobody  would  be  benefited  by  the  money  expended  in  pro- 
viding an  ealy  accefs.     Yet  all  thefe  pleas  cannot  juflify  a  laving  of  thirty 
dollars,  for  which  expence  the  greatcil  curioii^  in  the  known  world 
would  be  rendered  accellible.  M^.ii^a/  Jiii 

i.  It  is  fuperfluous  to  mention,  that,  notwithllanding  the  feverity  of  the 
winter  in  this  country,  the  catara6iy  as  well  as  ^he  river  above  it,  arc 
never  frozen.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  liikes,  and  fmaller  rivers, 
which  fupply  it  with  water.  Enormous  flakes  of  ice  rulh  conilantly 
-down  this  catarad,  when  the  thaw  fets  in,  without  being  entirely  dalhed 
to  pieces  on  the  rocks ;  and  thus  are  frequently  piled  in  hlige  mafles,  up 
to  half  its  height.  With  the  noifc,  occaiioned  by  the  falls,  wc  were  lefs 
ibttck  than  we  cxpefted  ;  and  Mr.  Guillcmwrd,'as  well  as  rtiyfelf,  who 
had  both  fecn  the  Khine-fall  near  Schafhauien,  could  oot  but  acknow- 
ledge, 
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ledge,  that  the  noife  it  produces  is  hr  more  flriking.  Yet,  I  mud  re- 
peat it  again  and  again,  that  nothing  can  iland  the  teft  of  comparilon 
-with  the  Falls' of  Niagarh.  Let  no  one  expert  to  find  hetfe  fomctliing 
pleaAng,  wildly  beautiful  or  romantic;  all  is  wonderfully  grand,  awful, 
fublime ;  every  power  of  the  ibul  is  arrciled ;  the  imprcflion  (Irikes 
deeper,  the  longer  you  contemplate^  ^nd  you  feci  more  ftrongly  jthe  im- 
poflibility  of  dnycxpreilions  doing  judice  to  your  perceptions  and  fcolings. 

About  a  mile  above  the  falls,  two  corn-mills  and  two  faw-mills  have 
been  conibmdted  in  the  large  bafon,  formed  by  the  river  on  the  left.  We 
examined,  v^ith  peculiar  attention,  the  mod  didant  of  them.  It  is  the 
mod  remarkable  chiefly  on  this  account,  th^t  the  logs  are  cut  here 
into  boards,  thrown  into  the  Chippaway  creek  near  its  mouth,  and  by 
means  of  a  fmall  lock  conveyed  into  a  canal,  formed  within  the  bed  of 
the  river  by  a  double  row  of  logs  of  timber,  fadened  together  and  float- 
ing on  the  watejr.  The  breaking  of  thefe  is  prevented  by  odier  large 
balks  floating  at  a  certain  didance  from  each,  other,  which  form,  as  it 
Nvcre,  the  bafis  of  this  artificial  canal.  The  water  retains  in  this  canal 
the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and  conveys  the  logs  into  the  lower  part 
of  the  mill,  where,  by  the  lame  machinery  which  moves  the  faws,  the 
logs  arc  lifted  upon  the  jack  and  cut  into  boards.  Only  two  faws  at  a 
time  are  employed  in  this  miljl.  The  power  of  the  water  is  almod 
boundlefs,  but  theiprefent  wanitd  of  the  country  do  not  require  a  greater 
number  of  fows.  Tbc  very  intelligent  oivner  of  the  mill  haa  conlb'u<^cd 
it  on  a  plan,  which  admits  of  the  addition  of  a  greater  nunU)er  of  coiirfes, 
according  as  thefe  ftiall  be.  required  by  an.  increafcd  coinfumption.  On 
the  lame  principle  he  has  built  his  corn-mill,  which  has  at  prefcnt  only 
lour  courfes.  The  miller's  dues  for  grinding,  aa  fixed  by  the  legiflativc 
pdwer,  amounts  ton.  twelfth  throughout  all  Lp|  c.  Canada,  uiid  for  luw- 
Ing  logs  to  a  moiety  of  the  wood  fawcd. 

In  tl>c  covirfe  of  lad  year  a  fulphureous  fprlnj:  ^^a.s  diilovcrcd  at  a  fiw 
yatds  difta^ice  from  the  baiik  of  tlH:  river,  vs  hit  h  was  how  ever,  flUed  vip  by 
th(^  fall  of  earth  crumbling  from  its  verge*  Tliis  Spring  I'.as  again  of  late 
ll\own  itfelf  in  the  canal,  which  conveys  the  blocks  to  the  iiiili.     A  i\oiu\ 
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laid  Cfftt  the  4>nng,  pmi^cnts  Hi  watwr  fionrbtinf^. mixed  with  thiit  of  the' 
river.  On  the  appioacill  of  a  fire-brand  the  vapour  or  (beam  kindles,  aC- 
I'umei  the  colour  of  burning  fpiritol' wine,  and  bumi  down  to  the  bot- 
tom. Much  time  will  probably  elapfe^  before  ah  enquiry  iball  be  iioili- 
tutedi  whether  this  fpring  be  endowed  with  any  medicinal  powers. 
-  An  iion-mine,  too,  lias  lately  hdfn-  diicovcRd  near  Chippaway  creek. 
A  company  hai  ailQciated  for  the  woriung  of  this  mine,  and  rciblTed  on* 
etcdHng  an  ifon-forge  in  the  Ticintty  ot*  the  fiills.  But  this  they  dare  not 
eOlttbliih  without  the  governor's  permiffion ;  for  the  mother  oountry  iliil 
perfifts  in  fupplying  all  its  colonics  with  its  own  manufadures ;  and  rc- 
fufes  to  rclinquifti  a  monopoly,  that  has  already  cod  it  that  part  of  Ame- 
rica, which  oompofcs  the  United  States  *.  But  the  company  hope  to 
obtain  the  defired  permiifion. 

The  land  all  along  the  road  from  Chippaway  tn  New  York  is  icem- 
ingly  good,  though  not  of  the  beft  quality,  and  exhibits  a  confiderablc 
number  of  dwdting-houles.  The  grants  of  land,  made  by  govemment  in 
this  country^  are  fome  of  them  of  a  recent,  dthers  of  a  more  ancient  date ; 
the  firft  fettlements  are  hardly  ten  years  old,  and  the  major  part  only 
three  or  four.  The  houfes,  entirely  buik  with  logs,  are  better  conftruded, 
and  more  cleanly  than  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  The 
mode  of  agriculture  appears  to  be  much  tbe  fame,  as  In  other  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  common  price  of  land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  one  pound, 
New  York  currency,  or  two  dollars  and  half  ^an  acre,  if  the  proportion  of 
the  cleared  ground  to  the  wooded  he  as  forty  to  two  hundred,  or  nearly  fo. 
Peculiar  circumflances,  a  favourable  fituation,  more  cxteniive  buildings, 
&c.  enhance  the  price.  Thvoughout  this  whole  tradt  of  country,  la- 
bourers are  not  eatily  procured ;  and  they  receive,  beiides  their  board, 
from  five  to  fix  (hillings  per  day.  The  winter  continues  only  from  the 
middle  of  December  to  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  roads  from  fort  Erie  to  Newark  are  tolerably  open,  and  lie  for  the 
nioft  part  over  a  Tandy  ground;  which  renders  it  more  tafy  to  keep  them 
in  repair.     The  frequent  paiTage  to  and  fro,  in  this  part  of  the  country^ 

)      *  Impolitic  difputes,  chicHy  relative  to  the  right  of  taxation,  not  this  monopoly,  occa- 
fioncd  the  difmembcrmcnt  of  the  Britifli  Empire  in  America. — Tranjl. 
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docs  not  '.kilroy  them.  Such  commodities,  as  arc  dcftincd  for  the  upper 
country,  arc  uiifhippcd  in  Queen's  T«i\vn,  and  goods,  expedited  from  it, 
are  embarked  in  this  place.  The  diticrent  building.s,  conftrudcd  three 
years  ago,  confift  of  n  tolerable  inn,  two  or  three  good  llore-houfci,  l(>mc 
ihiall  houfcs,  a  block- houfc  of  Hone,  covered  with  iron,  and  barracks, 
which  fliould  be  occupied  by  the  regiment  of  Genend  Simcoe,  but  which 
are  now  unoccupied,  the  regiment  being  (quartered  in  another  part  of  the 
pro>ince.  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  opulent  merchant,  who  is  concerned  in  the 
whole  inland  trade  of  this  part  of  America,  poflclles,  in  Queen's  Town,  a 
very  fine  houfc,  built  in  the  Englilh  llyle  ;  he  lias  alio  a  farm,  a  dillillery, 
and  tan-yard.  This  merchant  bears  an  excellent  ciiara(^er ;  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legiflaturc  of  Upper  Canada,  but  at  prefent  in  England. 

The  portage  was  formerly  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river ;  but  as  tliis, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  falls  under  the  American  dominion  ;  government 
has  removed  it  hither.  The  whole  country,  though  extiemcly  fandy,  is 
covered  with  oak,  chefnuts,  and  fine  hickory  trees,  and  fuch  parts,  as  are 
better  watered,  bear,  in  common  with  all  other  parts  of  America,  afli  and 
maple-trees.  ,t       .  ,,^    ,,     ^   -  o      «.    w^--   t*y^    *    ^  r  v/-* 

It  was  on  this  fpot,  that  Mr.  de  la  Jonquibrf.,  commifTioned  by  the 
French  Court  to  fecure  the  free  navigation  of  the  lakes  to  French  traders, 
formed  his  firft  fettlements,  which  by  permiflion,  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribe  of  the  Yonnowiliouans,  (who,  with  many  other 
tribes,  have  vaniihed  from  this  part  of  the  globe),  were  afterwards  tranf- 
ierred  to  Niagara.         m   .   .      ,    i     .  ;  ■  i».' 

From  the  civil  treatment  we  experienced,  as  foon  as  we  reached  the 
boundaries  of  the  government  of  General  Simcoe,  we  could  not  but  ex- 
pctit  a  kind  reception  on  his  part ;  and  yet  tiie  event  exceeded  our  expec- 
tation. No  fooncr  was  he  informed  of  our  arrival,  than  he  fent  his  adju- 
tant-general to  invite  us  to  dinner.  Havingjull:  alighted  from  his  hoife, 
he  could  not  come  himlelf.  We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  Ihortly  af- 
ter dinner,  he  entreated  us  to  remain  with  him.,  to  deep  in  his  houfe,  and 
confidcr  ourfelves  as  at  home.  To  rcfufc  this  Invitation  would  have  ill 
corrcfponded  with  the  politenefs  of  his  condud,  of  the  fincerity  of  which 
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we  were  convinced.  By  accepting  it,  we  greatly  promoted  our  own 
convenience,  as  we  had  no  vifits  to  pay  in  the  town,  whicli  is  full  halt'  a 
mile  diflaiit  from  the  Governor's  houfc,  and  could  not  but  cxpe<Jl  to  be 
moil  agreeably  entertaine«i  in  his  fociety,  and  to  obtain  from  him  the 
moil  fatisfa<5tory  information  refpc<fting  the  country,  which  ih  forcibly 
engaged  our  curioiity  and  attention. 

We  ibon  underflood,  that  W3  iliould  be  obliged  to  continue  longer  in 
Niagara  than  wc  originally  defigncd.  On  my  acquainting  General  Simcoe 
with  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Quebec,  he  informed  me,  that,  without 
the  cxprefs  permilTion  of  Lord  Douchesteh,  it  \sas  not  in  his  power  to 
allow  any  foreigner  to  enter  Lower  Canada  ;  he  even  flicwcd  us  the  Go- 
vernor-general's pofitive  orders  to  thatelFcd,  iflucd  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, and  occafioned  by  the  condu«il  of  fomc  Frenchmen.  Although  the 
wife  meafures  of  prevention,  adopted  by  the  Governor- general,  as  well  as 
all  other  ilcps  tending  to  avert  a  revolution,  met  with  my  fulleil  appro- 
bation ;  yet  1  could  not  but  find  it  extremely  unpleafant,  that  Mr.  Ham- 
mond in  fo  pofitive  a  manner  iliould  have  ail'ured  me  of  Ix>rd  Dor- 
cheiler's  perfed  concurrence  with  him  on  the  fcore  of  my  intended 
journey.  On  his  alferting,  that  a  paiTport,  granted  by  him,  was  the  only 
fuiHcient  mean  to  enable  a  foreigner  to  proceed  from  the  United  States 
into  Lower  Canada,  I  entreated  him,  in  addition  to  this  paifport,  to 
write  a  letter  to  Lord  Dorcheiler,  who,  by  ordering  the  I'ubordinate  com- 
mander to  let  us  pafs,  would  have  faved  us  a  tedit.us  delay  in  our  journey, 
and  the  uneafmefs  naturally  arifing  from  our  incommoding  Governor 
Simcoe  for  fuch  a  length  of  time.  Yet,  we  were  nccelVitated  to  conceal 
our  diiTatisfadion,  and  wait  until  Lord  Dorcheiler  could  iend  his  anlwcr 
to  Kingilon,  to  which  I  requeiled  him  to  dired  it.  •'  '""^  ^    ' 

I  employed  my  long  reiidence  in  Niagara,  to  acquire  fome  knowledge 
of  the  country,  the  attainment  of  which  was  greatly  facilitated  by  the 
generous  opennefs  of  Governor  Simcoe. 

So  late  as  in  the  year  179I,  the  adminiilration  of  Upper  Canada  was 
feparated  from  that  of  Lower  Canada.  It  formerly  conilituted  a  part 
of  the  province  of  Quebec.    The  adminiilration  of  it  was  much  the  fame 

as 
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xs  that  of  the  EngUrti  colonics,  and  depended  entirely  on  the  will  and 
plearurc  ot'the  Governor;  yet  was  undoubtedly  here  conducted  with  ilill 
more  precaution,  not  only  beeauib  Ixird  Dorchcftcr,  by  all  accoxmts,  is  a 
man  ot'a  mild  and  jull  difpofition,  but  alio  bccauio  the  leflbn,  given  by 
the  United  States,  will  notnnnc  altosiether  tVuitlels.  The  Britifli  Parlia- 
ment,  at  the  fame  time  when  it  divided  thefc  two  trai'-ls  ot*  the  province 
ot' Quebec  into  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  ga\c  them  a  reprelentativc 
form  of  government,  which,  though  all  the  I'prings  of  this  politiad  ma- 
chine are  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor-general,  is  framed  in  iiich  a 
manner,  tliat  if  this  country  Ihoukl  grow  more  populous,  more  opulent 
and  enliglitcned,  it  will  not  prove  an  arduous  talk,  torefcuethe  manage- 
ment of  public  afiairs  from  this  influence,  which  at  prelcnt  is  very  great, 
and,  in  the  ac^tual  ttate  of  things,  perhaps  abfolutely  necelfary. 

Lord  Dorchellcr  is  (iovernor-gcneral  of  the  Britilh  pofleiTions  in 
North  America ;  the  governors  of  the  different  provinces  arc  only  H'^u- 
tenant-governors ;  who,  whenever  he  appears,  yield  to  his  iuperior  c  i- 
thority ;  and  are  alfo  refj)onfible  to  him  in  all  military  affairs,  if  they  be 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  which  is  by  no  means  an  indifpenfible  qualifica- 
tion for  the  place  of  a  lieutenant-governor.  In  regard  to  llate-affairs  of 
\^hate^er  nature  and  complexion,  the  lieutenant-governor  correiponds 
tnimcdiately  with  the  Englilli  miniftry.  It  is  from  them  he  receives  his 
orders  and  inllrutilions,  without  being  obliged  to  communicate  them  to 
the  goNcmor-general,  who  is  not  even  polfefl'cd  of  the  right,  on  leaving 
the  different  dill.lds  of  his  government,  to  give  the  fmallell  diredions  for 
what  is  to  be  done  during  his  abfcncc.  For  this  reafon  the  Governor- 
general,  except  v\hen  preffmg  military  arrangements  call  him  from  the 
chief  town  of  his  government,  conftantly  relides  there,  while  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, who  has  no  bufinefs  in  that  place,  keeps  as  much  as  pof- 
fiblc  at  a  dillance  from  it.  Rut  as  no  accounts  of  any  |)ublic  expendi- 
ture pafs,  without  being  figned  by  the  Governor-general,  he  polHiVes  a 
powerful  influence  over  all  forts  of  operations  and  projeds,  winch  at  leall 
require  his  approbation  ;  an  influence  that  extends  throui^h  all  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  his  government.  ' 
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The  BntiHi  pofleflions  in  North  America  arc  divided  Into  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  New  Brunfwick,  and  Nova  Scotia.  Only  the  firll  two  of 
thcfe  provinces  arc  ^ijovcrned  by  the  new  conllitution.  The  others  arc 
governed  as  in  former  times.       * 

The  boundary  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  lies  about  one  hun- 
dred miles  above  Montreal*.  The  extent  of  Upper  Canada  far  exceeds 
that  of  Lower  Canada,  as,  the  weftem  boundary  being  undefined,  it 
comprifcs  all  the  known  and  unknown  countries,  extending  as  far  as  the 
Pacific  or  Great  Sea,  and  is  bounded  northwards  alfb  by  unknown  coun- 
tries. The  population  of  Lower  Canada  is  eftimatcd  at  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  thoufand  fouls,  and  that  of  Upper  Canada  at  thirty  thou- 
liind,  but  this  eftimate  feems  rather  highf. 

The  leading  articles  of  the  new  conftitution  of  Canada  arc  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  the  Province  of  Quebec  be  divided  into  two  provinces ;  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada. 

That  it  have  two  houfes  of  Icgiflature  ;  one  hereditary  ;  one  cledive. 

That  Upper  Canada  be  defined  for  the  reception  chiefly  of  Britifh 
fcttlers. 

That  the  allotment  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada  be,  under  certain  reftric- 
tions,  left  to  the  authority  of  the  local  Icgiflature. 

That  the  reprefcntativc  houfe  of  Icgiflature  be  fcptennially  elcAcd. 

That  the  clergy  be  provided  for  by  an  ample  allotment  of  lands, 
amounting  to  onc-fcvcnth. 

That  certain  titles  of  honour  be  conne<5lcd  with  the  right  to  a  feat  in 
the  hereditary  houfc  of  Icgiflature. 


*  The  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  commences  at  a  ftone  boundary  on  the 
N.  bank  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  in  St.  Lawrence  River,  in  the  cove  \V.  of  Foim  uu  IkuJft, 
t  henrc  northerly  tu  Ottawas  River  and  to  its  fuurce  in  Luke  Tomircaiilng,  thence  due  N.  till 
it  ftrikcs  the  boundary  of  HudCon's  Bay  or  New  Britain. — TratiJJ, 

t  Dr.  Morse  eflimates  the  population  of  both  thefe  provinces  at  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  fouls.  Lower  Canada,  in  1794,  contained  one  hundred  and  thirteen  tliuufand 
and  twelve  inhabitants.— /"r^;;;/?. 
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That  the  Uberty  of  introducing  more  or  Icfs  of  the  municipal  law  of 
England  be  left  to  the  difcrction  of  the  Provincial  Alllmbly. 

Upper  Canada  is  a  new  country,  or  rather  a  CvAuntry  yet  to  be  formed. 
It  was  probably  for  this  reafon  Ciciicral  Simcoe  accepted  the  government 
of  it.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  advantages,  which  his  native  land  might 
derive  from  fuch  a  colony,  if  it  attained  perfection  ;  and  imagined,  that 
means  might  be  found  adequate  to  this  purpofe.  This  hope  was  the 
only  incitement,  which  could  impel  a  man  of  independent  fortune,  and, 
as  he  i'ays,  of  confined  wilhcs,  to  leave  the  large  and  beautiful  cllatcs  he 
poiTefles  in  England,  and  to  bury  himlclf  in  a  wildernefs  among  bears 
and  favagcs.  Ambition  at  lead  appears  not  to  have  been  his  motive,  as 
a  man  in  (jcncral  Simcoc's  fituation  is  furnifhed  with  abundant  means  of 
diftinguiHiing  himfelf  by  ufeful  a<5livity,  without  removing  to  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  his  native  country,  where,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  is  almoll  fure  of 
being  forgotten.  But,  whatever  have  been  his  motives,  his  dcfign  has 
been  attended  with  confcquenccs  highly  beneficial. 

The  plan  conceived  by  General  Simcoe  for  peopling  and  improving 
Upper  Canada  feems,  as  far  as  he  has  communicated  it  to  us,  extremely 
wife  and  well  arranged.  The  central  point  of  all  his  fettlemcnts,  and 
of  the  population  of  this  country,  he  means  to  place  between  Detroit 
River  and  the  plantations  already  eilabliOied  in  Lower  Canada,  within  a 
fquare  formed  by  Lake  Ontario,  Lake  Erie,  Dfetroit  Ri\er,  and  Lake 
Huron  Fronr  a  fuppofition  that  the  Fort  of  Niagara  would  certainly 
remain  in  the  poflcfllion  of  the  Englifli,  he  at  firll  intended  to  make 
Newark  the  c'.icf  town  of  his  government.  But,  fince  it  has  been  de- 
cided'*, thM  this  fort  is  to  be  given  up,  he  has  been  obliged  t^  aller  his 
plan.  A  chie! ''jwn  or  capital  muil  not  be  featcd  on  the  frontiers,  and 
much  Icfs  u«t  Jcr  the  guns  of  the  enemy's  fort.  He  has  fince  thought  of 
York,  fit\iatcd  on  the  northern  bank  of  Lake  Ontario,  nearly  oppofitc  to 
Niagara f  ;  it  is  in  this  place  he  has  quartered  his  regiment,  and  he  in- 

*  By  ihe^iteaty of  1194.— Tran^.  ..: 

t  York,  dcCigncd  to  hr  ilut  (cat  nf  ilic  government  of  Upper  Canada,  is  fituatcd  on  the 
noilh-wcO  r.ilc  i)f  Lake  Ont-nio,  forty  niilis  noiih  by  well  tVoiu  Niagara  l-oil,  and  one 
liuiidrcd  and  twenty  wcft-foulli-wcft  from  Kiugfton.— 7Vrt«/7. 
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tends  to  remove  thither  himfclf  when  he  lliall  vithtWtw  from  the  fron- 
tiers. 

York,  tronn  its  extent,  fccurity,  and  ikuation,  offers  an  excellent  road. 
The  communication  between  I^akc  Ontario  and  Lake  Huron  is  facilitated 
by  feveral  rivers  and  linall  lakes.  The  furrounding  territory  poifeilcs  a 
good  foil,  and  affords  all  poiViblc  means  to  improve  the  trade  on  the  lake. 
Even  in  a  military  point  of  view  its  fituation  is  very  advi'ntageous.  The 
banks  of  Lake  Ontarlc;  arc  likely  to  b^  firll  peopled  by  the  Americans,  and 
to  become  mod  po{)ulous ;  and  Lower  Canada  will  always  prove  to  them 
an  objecl  of  jealouly  and  envy  rather  than  Upper  Canada.  On  thi^  ground 
it  is  extremely  important,  to  choofe  a  fituation,  which  renders  it  more  eafy 
to  fiiccourfuch  points  as  arc  moll  exjjoled  t )  an  attiick.  Yet  Governor 
Simcoe  feems  to  have  rclinquiflied  the  idea  of  ellabUlhing  his  rcfidencc, 
and  the  feat  of  government,  at  York.  He  inttnd>  to  rcmo\  c  them  to 
the  banks  of  a  river,  which  is  to  be  found  in  a'l  maps  under  the  name  of 
De  la  Franche,  and  which  he  has  named  the  Tluimes.  This  rl\er,  vvliich 
riles  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Ontario,  but  is  not  yet  fulficiently 
explored,  is  fuppofcd  not  to  be  far  diltant  from  the  Miami  or  Great 
River.  It  Hows  four  or  five  miles  in  a  fonth-well  direilion,  and  empties 
itfelf  into  Lake  St.  Clair.  It  is  the  Governor's  intention,  to  build 
his  chief  town,  to  which  he  has  already  given  the  name  of  Lon- 
don, about  two  hundred  miles  didant  from  this  lake.  A  communica- 
tion between  this  riNcr  and  another,  which  I'alls  into  Lake  Huron,  may 
be  eafily  ellablilhed,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gloucefter,  and  by  land- carriage  a 
coninumication  may  alfo  be  opened  with  Lake  Ontario.  The  Go\  er- 
nor  is  at  the  lame  time  mailer  of  thefc  two  lakes,  as  well  as  of  I/ukc 
Eric,  which,  though  lilteen  milcj:  diftant,  he  can  reach  >\ithout  any  in- 
tervening portage,  but  one  of  three  miles.  Moreover,  that  part  of 
Lake  Erie,  which  lies  nearell  to  the  projcded  capital  (I-/ong  l\)int),  is 
cxac^Uy  the  moll  important  point  for  the  defence  of  the  lake,  and  on  this 
point,  which  lies  oppofitc  to  the  American  fettlenient  on  the  peninfula,  the 
Governor  means  to  form  a  harbour,  and  ered:  confulerable  works  for  its 
protcdion.  If  the  capital  be  fituated  on  this  Ipot,  it  will  of  confc(|uencc 
cnjo}  feveral  advantages,  bcfidcs   thofe   which  York  VNould  afford.     It 
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{lands  nearer  to  t|jj|  centre  of  the  cxpeded  population ;  is  nr\orc  remote 
from  the  parts  bclbnging  to  the  Indians ;  and  the  Governor  intends  to 
ilation  the  troops,  which  yet  occupy  the  forts  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Americans,  in  the  pofts  of  Gloucefter  on  Lake  Huron,  of  Long  Point 
on  Lake  Erie,  of  Michigan,  in  two  or  three  towns,  which  are  to  ho  built 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  laftly  iu  York.  This  intended  capital 
is  furroundcd  by  all  polTiblc  means  of  defence,  and  is  fo  fituatcd,  that 
it  may  fptedlly  give  fuccovir,  wherever  it  may  be  wanted. 

From  the  rcadincfs  which  government  difplays  in  granting  lands  gratis, 
the  Gt)vcmor  entertains  not  the  Icail  doubt  of  loon  obtaining  a  numerous 
population.  Many  families,  v.'ho  at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war 
embraced  tiic  royal  caufe,  have  Hnce  the  condufion  of  peace  fettled  on 
land?,  which  were  bcftovvcd  on  them  gratis.  The  American  foldiers,  who 
fought  under  the  fame  unfortunate  banners,  obtained  alfo  an  indemnifi- 
cation in  lands,  on  which  moft  of  them  ha\  c  fettled.  All  officers,  who 
fcr^ed  in  that  war,  are  likcwife  entitled  to  fome  hundred  acres,  a  certain 
number  of  which  are  already  cultivated  by  them.  The  Governor  is  alfo 
fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  procuring  many  colonics  from  the  United 
States ;  he  relies  on  the  natural  fondnefs  of  thefc  people  for  emigrating, 
and  on  their  attachment  to  the  Englifli  govcniment.  There  arrive  in- 
deed every  year  a  confiderable  number  of  families  from  different  parts  of 
the  Union  ;  they  do  not  all  fettle,  it  is  true,  but  lomc  remain  in  the 
country.  He  alfo  reckons  \ipon  drawing  numerous  fctllers  from  New 
Bnuifvvick,  wlio  cannot  endure  tlie  climate  of  that  coiuitrv.  And  laftly, 
the  confiderable  emigration  from  Kiirope,  vNhich  he  fancies  lie  fure- 
fecs,  affords  him  certain  hopes  of  obtaining  thence  a  \cry  numerous 
population.  Yet,  by  his  account,  the  prevailing  fcntimcnts  of  the  people 
render  tiie  admiiTion  of  new  inhabitants,  who  prclent  thi^mlelves,  rather 
diriicult ;  efpecii'.ll}  of  thofe,  who  come  from  the  United  States.  For 
this  realbn,  he  lends  fuch  colonifts,  as  cannoi':  give  a  latisfartory  account 
of  tlicmfelves,  into  the  back  country,  and  llations  loldiers  on  the  banks 
of  the  lakes,  vvliicli  are  in  front  of  them.     lie  would  admit  every  liiper- 
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annuated  ibldler  of  the  Englifh  army,  and  all  officers  of  long  fervicc,  who 
are  on  half  pay,  to  Ihare  in  the  diilribiition  of  fuch  lands  as  the  King  had 
a  right  to  difpofc  of.  He  would  difmifs  every  foldicr,  now  quartered  in 
Canada,  and  give  him  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  Toon  as  he  iliould 
procure  a  young  man  to  ferve  as  his  fubltitutc.  With  his  views  to  en- 
crcafe  the  population  of  the  country,  he  blends  the  defign  of  drawing 
young  Americans  into  the  Englifti  fervice,  by  which  he  will  a\igment  the 
number  of  American  families,  attached  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  In 
the  midft  of  thefe  families  of  foldiers,  which  he  intends  to  fettle  on  the 
lakes,  and  on  all  the  frontiers  towards  the  United  States,  he  means  to 
place  all  the  officers,  who,  as  has  already  been  obiervcd,  have  any  claim 
on  the  lands.  He  propofes  thus  to  form  a  militia,  attached  to  the  King 
from  habit  and  gratitude ;  and  this  he  confiders  as  one  of  the  moll  cer- 
tain means  for  fuppreffing  the  dillurbances,  which  miglit  be  excited  by 
fome  diliiffi:<fted  new  iettlers,  who  inhabit  the  midland  counties,  and  at 
the  fame  time  as  one  of  the  bcft  meafurcs  of  defence  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
By  this  plan  of  fettling  amidft  the  foldiers  officers  and  gentlemen  of  re- 
ipcdlable  families,  whom  he  hopes  to  attra<ft  from  England,  he  wiflies  to 
forin  a  clafs  of  gentry,  and  to  promote  more  or  lefs  the  execution  of  the 
proje<Jl,  clearly  difcernibic  in  the  new  conftitutioii,  to  introduce  into  the 
two  Canadas  an  hereditary  nobility.        ■  ■['  '  "  ■    •'"  •  -  "    '  ".  I 

It  is  aflertcd,  that  all  Canada,  vaft  as  is  its  extct;  t,  produces  not  the  nc- 
ccflury  corn  for  the  confumption  of  its  inhubitan  :s  ;  the  troops  arc  liip- 
plicd  with  flour  from  London,  and  with  fait  meat  from  Ireland.  In  Ge- 
neral Simcoc's  opinion  Upper  Canada  is  not  only  capable  of  fatisfying  the 
wants  of  all  its  inhabitants,  but  alfo  of  becoming  a  granary  for  England, 
and  of  creating  a  confidcrablc  trade  by  the  exchange  of  this  ncceflary  of 
life  for  other  commodities ;  nor  docs  he  entertain  the  leall  doubt,  but 
that  the  adivity,  in  agricultural  purfuits,  which  he  endeavours  to  excite 
in  Upper  Canada,  will  operate  as  a  powerful  cxanr.plc  in  regard  to  Lower 
Canada,  and  roufc  it  from  its  prcfcnt  fupinencr*;  and  indolence.  He  con- 
ceives, that  the  vaft  (quantities  of  fifli,  with  which  ,':hc  lakes  abound,  and 
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cfpccially  of  ilurgeons  in  Lake  Ontario,  afford  the  means  of  a  fucccfsful 
competition  with  Rudia,  which  fupplies  England  with  this  article  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount. 

The  corn-trade  is,  in  his  judgment,  far  preferable  to  the  fur- trade, 
which  appears  to  him  at  once  unprofitable  for  Great  Britain,  and  a  means 

» 

of  oppreffion  to  Canada,  in  as  much  as  it  throws  the  whole  trade  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  companies,  and  at  the  fame  time  renders  them  maf- 
tcrs  of  the  comnioditics,  which  are  imported  from  England  in  return.  It 
is  his  wifti,  that  merchants  .  .ay  fettle  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  Montreal,  and 
in  Quebec ;  and,  by  the  eilablifliment  of  a  corn-trade,  deflroy  that  mo- 
nopoly which  very  juftly^cxcites  his  indignation  ;  and  he  entertains  hopes, 
that  this  will  adlually  take  place. 

The  maxims  of  government,  profefTed  by  General  Simcoe,  arc  very 
liberal  and  fair  ;  he  dctcfis  all  arbitrary  and  military  government  without 
the  walls  of  the  forts ;  and  dcfires  liberty  in  its  utmofl  latitude,  fb  far  as 
is  confiflcnt  with  the  conflitution  and  law  of  the  land.  He  is,  therefore, 
by  no  means  ambitious  of  invefling  all  power  and  authority  in  his  own 
hands,  but  commits  to  the  lieutenants,  whom  he  nominates  for  each 
county,  the  right  of  appointing  the  juftices  of  the  peace  and  officers  of 
the  militia.  By  this  mcafure,  he  thinks,  he  fhall  be  able  to  attach  men 
of"  weight  and  influence  to  government,  and  llibordinate  officers  to  their 
fuperiors,  and  thus  fecure  additional  refources  for  preferving  the  good 
<.)pinion  and  afl^edlion  of  the  Canadians  towards  the  Britilh  Governme?it. 
All  the  juflices  of  the  peace,  whofe  number  is  very  great  indeed,  poflefs 
the  right  within  their  rcfpc<ftive  diflrifts  of  atligning,  in  tlic  King's  name, 
to  every  fcttlcr,  with  whofe  condu<ft  and  principles  they  are  acquainted, 
a  lot  of  two  hundred  acre-  of  land.  The  furveyor  of  the  diftrid  is  in- 
formed by  thejuftice  ot'*^Ke  peace  of  the  grant,  made  in  favour  of  the 
new  colonill,  and  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  has  taken ;  on  receiv- 
ing which  information  he  gives  the  new  fcttler  a  certificate,  pointing  out 
that  part  of  the  dillrid,  where  he  is  to  find  the  land,  allotted  to  him  by 
the  magillrate.  If  he  Ihould  wifli  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  he  mull 
apply  to  the  Executive  Council. 
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From  the  prefent  rmallncfs  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada ;  which,  however  confidcrable  the  migration  may  be,  for  a  great 
length  of  time  will  bear  no  proportion  to  the  extent  of  country  to  be 
peopled ;  General  Simcoe  entertains  not  the  fmallefl  vvilh  to  enlarge  his 
territory  at  the  expence  of  the  Indians  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  receives  witli 
the  utmoft  kindnefs  thofe  whom  the  Americans  drive  from  their  habita- 
tions ;  and  this  conduct  is  extremely  wife.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  policy 
of  the  united  States  require  that,  in  the  intermediate  fpace  between  them 
and  the  Englilh,  there  Ihould  not  refide  a  people,  who  may  prove  dan- 
gerous from  their  extreme  fufccptibility  of  fcdudion,  who  cannot  be  ufc- 
ful  on  account  of  their  fmall  number,  and  who,J)cing  a  nation  that  live* 
by  hunting,  demand  a  large  tra<^  of  country  for  their  ilibfiftcnce ;  Go- 
vernor Simcoe  may,  on  the  other  hand,  tolerate  them,  without  the  leall 
danger,  on  the  frontier  of  the  Englifh  pofllirions,  connect  them  by  this 
mcafurc  more  clofcly  with  England,  and  cxafpcrate  them  againil  the 
Americans,  m  order  to  take  advantage  of  their  hatred  in  cafe  of  need ; 
efpecially  as  he  finds  they  will,  at  any  time,  cede  to  him  whatever  lands 
he  may  defire.  >    .., 

Although  the  fur-trade,  in  General  Simcoe's  opinion,  is  not  fo  profit- 
able to  England,  as  many  Englilhmcn  imagine  ;  yet  he  will  not  divide 
its  profits  with  the  Americans ;  who,  by  the  furrcnder  of  the  forts,  ac- 
quire a  (hare  in  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  and  excellent  harbours  on 
their  coaft ;  and  of  confequence,  are  poflefled  of  c\  cry  means  to  partici- 
pate in  this  branch  of  commerce.  A  communication,  he  thinks,  may 
eaiily  be  opened  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Ontario,  by  means  of 
St.  Jofeph's  River,  which  by  relieving  the  fur-traders  from  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  the  circuitous  navigation  of  the  Detroit  lli^  er,  of  Lake 
Erie,  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  of  a  great  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  would 
difappoint  the  United  States  in  their  hope  of  receiving  in  future,  as  they 
have  hitherto  done,  any  articles  acrofs  the  lakes  from  the  forcfts,  fituatc 
above  Lake  Huron,  and  would  at  the  fame  time  free  Englifh  fhips  from 
the  necelTity  of  pafTing  by  the  forts  of  Detroit  and  Niagara,  which  arc 
henceforth  to  belong  to  the  Americans.  Nay,  he  i&  of  opinion,  that  a 
-"   •  *      .  i :  dircd 
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dircdl  communication  might  be  cftablilhcd  between  Lake  Huron  and  St. 
Lawrence  river,  which  would  however  require  feveral  portages,  on  ac- 
count of  the  numerous  rapids  which  interrupt  the  navigation  of  that 
river,  as  well  as  of  the  fmall  lakes  through  which  it  flows. 

The  plan  of  military  operation  conceived  by  the  ( jo\  ernor,  in  cafe  of 
a  war  with  the  Americans,  confifts  in  chiefly  drawing  them  into  the 
Knglilh  dominions,  where,  under  the  protection  of  his  forts,  he  can  figl»t 
them  to  greater  adwmtage.  He  further  intends  to  ellablifli  a  rcfpcdablc 
navy,  compolcd  of  fmall  vefl'els,  mounting  heavy  guns,  which  wo  Ame- 
rican yacht  can  dare  to  engage,  and  which,  if  a  dcfccnt  were  openly  at- 
tempted on  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  would  be  well  q\udified  to 
cover  the  landing.  He  alfo  promifcs  himfclf  much  from  the  afliftancc 
of  his  militia,  with  whom  he  would  make  confidcrable  inroads  into  the 
heart  of  the  enemy's  countr)-.  The  communication  between  Lake  Hu- 
ron and  Lake  Ontario  appears  to  him  ftill  more  necelfary  in  time  of  war, 
us  by  means  of  this  communication  he  intends  to  convey  into  the  latter 
lake  the  galleys,  bomb-ketches  and  gun-boats,  which  he  purpofes  to  build 
at  another  town,  lying  on  the  Thames,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name 
of  Chatham. 

-  The  views  of  Governor  Slmcoc,  I  mean  thofe,  which  concern  the  civil 
government,  are  undoubtedly  cxtenfive,  and  well  planned.  They  are, 
in  my  judgment,  the  bell  which  can  be  conceived,  in  his  fituation,  as  an 
Knglifli  governor  :  and  the  poilibility  of  their  being  carried  into  efFcA 
cannot  be  quellioned,  if  he  poflclVes  the  confidence  of  government,  and 
ha  plenty  of  money  to  expend.  He  may  alfo,  in  the  execution  of  his 
])lans,  derive  confidcrable  aid  from  the  foldiers,  quartered  in  his  province. 
He  is  aware  of  the  indifpenfible  ncccflity  of  habituating  the  troops  to  la- 
hour  in  a  country,  where  he  cannot  hope  to  make  them  mailers  of  a 
complex  lyllem  of  tallies,  and  where  laborious  habits  peculiarly  fit  them 
for  that  fort  of  warfare,  which  is  bell  adapted  to  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  to  the  enemy  they   have  to  combat,   and  to  the  difficulties 

they  have  to  encounter. 

But  the  execution  of  his  projeds  is  ncverthelefs,  upon  the  whole,  ob- 

H  h  2  Ihuaed 


m 


■«*  !' 


,^i-*^-' 


•23(5 


TRAVRrs  IM  NOKTII  AMERICA, 


ftnidled  by  numerous  obftaclcs ;  the  grcatcrt  of  which  confiils  in  the  Go- 
vernor's determination  to  retvirn  to  England  at  the  expiration  of  five 
years.  A  plan  of  luch  vafl  magnitude,  and  which  comprifcs  fo  great  a 
variety  of  dcligns,  can  be  carried  into  execution  by  him  only,  who  was 
able  to  conceive  it.  From  the  very  nature  of  the  principles  on  which  it 
is  built,  and  the  intimate  connexion  of  its  various  parts,  tiic  fuccefsful 
execution  of  fuch  a  project  fuppofes,  on  the  part  of  the  executor,  befides 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  ftrudurc  and  complexion,  courage,  order, 
and  a  laudable  ambition  of  achieving  arduous  and  ul'cful  undertakings ; 
requiiites.  hardly  to  be  met  with  in  any  perfon  who  may  be  fent  to  liic- 
ceed  this  governor.  If  fuch  a  one  be  a  man  of  moderate  capacity,  he  will 
neither  be  able  to  purfue  nor  to  execute  a  plan,  v\hich  is  not  of  a  nature 
to  be  committed  to  fubaltcrn  officers ;  and  if  he  be  poflcfled  of  fomc 
parts,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  felf-love  will  difluade  him  from  purfuing  a 
plan,  laid  down  by  another ;  and  however  politive  and  peremptory  h\a 
inilrudtions  may  be,  at  two  thoufand  miles  diilance  they  will  be  eafiiy 
evaded.  Add  to  this,  that  fondnefs  for  military  power,  and  the  love  of 
arbitrary  authority  are  in  every  region  of  the  globe  the  ufual  attributes  of 
men  in  power.  If,  therefore.  General  Simcoe  fhould  execute  his  defign 
of  leaving  Upper  Canada,  two  years  hence,  he  will  hardly  find  fufficient 
time  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  plan,  which  appears  to  him,  and  I  think 
very  juftly,  extremely  well  adapted  to  promote  the  profperity  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  interefls  of  Great  Britain.  The  vario\is 
branches  of  this  plan,  are  fo  extenfive  and  fo  numerous,  that  a  long  fcri'- 
of  years,  fpent  in  the  fame  fpirit  and  unwearied  exertion,  will  be  rcquifitc 
to  execute  it  in  its  whole  extent. 

But  he  himfelf,  I  believe,  would  meet  with  impediments  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plan.  Although  General  Simcoe  is  entirely  independent  on 
Lord  Dorchefler  in  all  civil  concerns,  yet  he  is  not  fo  in  regard  to  the 
military  department,  of  which  the  quartering  of  the  troops  forms  a  part. 
He  told  me  himfelf,  that,  in  this  refpe(ft,  he  feared  to  meet  with  oppofi- 
tion  ;  and  I  incline  to  think,  that  on  this  fubje<Jl  he  did  not  exprefs  all  he 
knows.  Unlef  i  the  troops  be  Rationed  in  fuch  polls,  as  to  cover  and  de- 
fend 
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fend  the  projcdcd  capital,  and  the  various  fcttlcmcnts  which  he  has  in 
conteinplution ;  unlcfs  tlicy  be  kept  to  labour  rather  than  military  cxcr- 
cii'c»,  and  unlcfs  thoic,  who  can  find  fubHitutcs,  be  difmiiTcd  from  Icr- 
vicc,  his  projc(fl  fails  in  three  very  material  points,  which  can  hardly  be 
accomplilhcd  by  any  other  means.  t  if        ..      • 

Lord  Dorchcftcr  is  advanced  in  years,  and,  like  all  aged  people,  no 
friend  of  new  ideas.  Bcfidc  that  he  is  fond  of  boundlci's  power,  the  pre- 
vailing difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  I^)wer  Canada  may  excite  in  him 
a  wilh  of  dravvlng  more  troops  into  that  province  ;  and  fcvcral  hints, 
thrown  out  by  (icneral  Simcoc,  incline  me  to  believe,  that  he  thinks  his 
Loidftiip  has  i'omc  fiich  intention.  I'he  Governor  may  abb,  perhaps,  be 
too  langiiine  in  fomc  of  his  expectations,  or  indulge  dclufive  hopes. 

As  to  the  emigration  from  the  United  States  to  Upj>cr  Canada,  I  riean 
a  confidcrable  emigration,  it  appears  not  to  me  altogether  lb  probable  as 
to  him.  The  free  grant  of  lands  fcems  at  lirll  fight  a  much  greater  in- 
ducement, than  it  artually  is.  The  lands  are  indeed  given  away  gratis ; 
a  certificate  of  the  furveyor,  granted  by  command  of  the  Executi\c  Coun- 
cil, gives  the  new  fcttlers  a  right  to  the  ufufru<5l  of  thcib  lands ;  but  the 
property  thereof  is  fooner  or  later  transferred,  according  to  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  Council.  To  the  bell  of  my  knowledge,  none  of  thcfe 
free  grants  include  a  transfer  of  the  right  of  property.  If  an  occupier  of 
this  dcfcription  dies  without  ilVue,  previoully  to  his  ha\ ing  acquired  that 
right,  his  eftatc  efcheats  to  the  King ;  no  collateral  friends  or  relations 
fuccecd  in  the  poflcirum  of  the  cilate ;  and,  of  confequence,  the  money 
and  labour  expended  in  its  improvement  and  cultivation  have  been  fpent 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown.  In  the  United  States,  a  new  fettler,  on  pur- 
chafing  a  certain  (juantity  of  land,  the  price  of  which  is  to  be  paid  by 
diilaut  inftalments,  has  a  profpe<Jl  of  d  charging  them  by  felling  again  a 
fmall  pi>rtion  of  his  ellate,  the  value  ol  which  he  has  doubled  by  cultiva- 
tion ;  while  the  Canadian  planter  has  to  look  for  the  permanency  of  his 
poflclTion  merely  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  Governor ;  and,  if  he  under- 
iland  his  interell,  he  will  not  place  on  him  an  implicit  dependance.  Inte- 
reft  and  an  acquaintance  with  i'ubllantial  and  rclpcdablc  fcttlers  may,  no 
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doubt,  pi'ociirc;  him,  fooner,  the  right  of  property,  and  thus  facilitate  a 
fecond  fale.  But  favours  of  this  kind  arc  always  confined  to  a  part  of 
the  cftate,  and  depend  on  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  Council.  As  long, 
therefore,  as  there  fliall  exift  no  law,  determining  the  period  and  terms  of 
the  invelliturc  with  thefc  rights ;  the  pofl'eflbrs  will  remain  uncaly  and 
infecurc  ;  and  confequently  the  progrefs  of  improvement  will  be  greatly 
retarded.  Mines  of  every  dcfcription,  from  gold  down  to  pit-coal,  which 
may  be  difcovered  in  the  lands,  thus  ceded,  as  well  as  all  timber,  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Surveyor-general,  is  fit  for  fliip-building,  are  in 
all  thcfe  grants  referved  in  favour  of  the  King.  All  thcfe  reftri6tions  can- 
not but  render  a  good  fettler  very  uneafy,  and  may,  in  the  eftimation  of 
many  jxiople  prone  to  emigration,  far  outweigh  the  advantages  of  a  free 
grant. 

The  attachment  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  which  is  frequently 
alleged  as  a  ground  for  emigration,  feems  an  empty  dream.  It  is  com- 
mon with  all  Englifhmen,  who  hold  here  places  under  government,  to 
boail  of  this  attachment  of  many  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
every  rank  and  defcription.  On  what  grounds  this  opinion  refts,  I  know 
not ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  warranted  by  what  I  learned  in  the  United 
States.  They  there  profefs  fo  loudly  and  uniformly  principles,  which  in- 
dicate the  exa6l  revcrfe ;  that  thefe  profeflions  ought  doubtlefs  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  better  pledges  of  the  true  fentiments  of  the  Americans,  than  the 
afTcrtions  of  a  few  Englifhmen  in  place. 

The  families,  who  arrive  here  from  the  United  States,  emigrate  moft  of 
them,  it  isafTerted,  fromtheirbeing  fubjedlthere  to  a  tax,  with  which,  how- 
ever trifling  it  may  be,  they  are  yet  difpleafed.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe, 
fuch  a  difpofition  cannot  in  future  times  prove  favourable  to  Great  Britain. 
We  were  alfo  told,  that  General  Simcoe,  from  his  eager  dcfire  to  people 
Upper  Canada,  is  by  no  means  difficult  in  regard  to  the  qualifications  of 
the  new  fettlers,  who  prefent  themfelves ;  and  that,  notwithflanding  his 
averfion  to  fpeculations  in  land,  and  his  perfonal  difmtereftedncfs ;  fre- 
quently a  whole  townfhip,  nay  at  times  two  or  three  together,  are  afTigned 
to  one  and  the  fame  perfon. 

The 
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The  Governor  is  of  opinion,  that  the  trade  of  Upper  Canada  may  be 
cncreafed  by  the  commodities  of  the  Geneffee  diftri<ft,  for  which  he  fees 
no  other  outlet,  but  by  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence.  This  opinion,  how- 
ever, feems  to  have  no  foundation  ;  when  it  is  conlidered,  that  Lake 
Oneida,  the  Wood-creek  and  Mohawk-river  offer  ready  means  for  a  wa- 
ter-communication vsith  Lake  Ontario  and  the  North  River  ;  which  is 
at  prelent  interrupted  only  at  three  places,  where  the  boats  are  to  be  car- 
ried ;  and  that  the  Americans,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  difplay  the 
utmoft  zeal,  activity  and  induftry,  in  every  thing  which  tends  to  facili- 
tate communication  by  water.  But  upon  the  whole  the  Governor's  mif- 
calculations,  originating  from  national  prejudices,  are  of  too  little  im- 
portance to  impede  the  execution  of  his  projed  ;  they  may  perhaps  pro- 
trad  its  completion,  but  cannot  occafion  its  failure.  The  true  impedi- 
ments arc  thofe,  which  1  have  before  mentioned,  and  the  chief  obftacle  is 
the  Governor's  return  to  England.  .«     ,  .       .  ,,.    .:        ,     .  ,.._, 

The  prefent  population  amounts,  as  I  have  already  ftated,  to  thirty 
thoufand  fouls.  The  principal  fettlement  is  that  of  Detroit ;  which  con- 
fifts,  entirely,  of  French  families,  and  is  mcftly  lituated  on  a  trad  of  land 
that,  according  to  treaty,  is  to  be  given  up  to  America.  The  Engliili 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  families,  who  have  fettled  there,  will  remove 
from  the  American  to  the  Britifli  fide.  But,  if  the  condud  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  towards  thefe  families  Ihould  be  fuch,  as  the  intereft 
of  America  didates;  there  remains  but  little  probability,  that  they  will 
leave  their  long  cultivated  eftates,  merely  from  a  defire  of  living  under 
the  Englifli  dominion.  The  other  fettlements  in  Upper  Canada  confift 
in  a  very  confiderable  colony,  which  ftrctches  along  the  river  from  Fort 
Eric  to  Newark,  is  not  fully  occupied,  and  does  not  comprife  a  large 
extent  of  ground ;  in  a  few  plantations  on  the  creeks,  which  run  into 
Lake  Ontario  from  Newark  up  to  its  northern  point ;  in  an  inlignificant 
beginning  of  a  fettlement  in  York ;  and  laftly  in  Kingfton,  extending 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  boundaries  of  Lower 
Canada,  which  is  the  moil  populous  of  all.  - — ^ 

';    As  to  the  Governor's  military  plans,  his  mealures  of  defence  only  arc 
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fettled  and  determined ;  his  plans  of  ofFenfivc  operation  arc  fo  undc 
fined  and  uncertain  as  not  to  deferve  any  mention. 
;  The  hatred  of  the  Governor  againft  the  United  States  occafions  him, 
on  the  flighteft  occaiion,  to  overleap  all  the  bounds  of  prudence  and  de- 
cency, which  he  carefully  obferves  in  all  other  matters.  He  was  a 
zealous  promoter  of  the  American  war,  in  which  he  took  a  very  adivc, 
yet  very  unfortunate,  part.  The  calamitous  iflue  of  -the  war  has  ftfll 
more  exafperated  his  hoftility ;  and  it  was  with  the  fincereft  grief  I  lift- 
ened  to  his  boalting  of  the  numerous  houfes  he  had  fired  during  that 
unfortunate  conflid;,  and  of  his  intention  to  burn  a  ftill  greater  number 
in  cale  of  a  rupture.  In  fliort,  the  whole  of  his  intentions  on  this  fub- 
jcft  was  fuch  as  the  moft  violent  party-rage  alone  can  infpire.  He  told 
us,  that,  m  cafe  of  another  war  with  America,  by  expending  vaft  fiims  of 
money,  he  would  force  them  to  expences  equally  ^rcat,  which  they  would 
not  be  able  to  meet,  and  much  lefs  to  fupport  for  any  length  of  time  ; 
in  fhort,  wage  againft  tl-em  a  money- war.  Yet  he  affirms  inceifantly, 
that  it  is  his  anxious  wifli  to  preferve  peace  with  the  United  States. 
This  he  very  juftly  confiders  as  a  powerful  mean  of  promoting  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  new  colony.  But  his  hatred  againft  the  rebels  is  fo  violent ; 
and  his  difpleafure,  occafioned  by  the  fiirrcnder  of  the  forts,  is  fo  ftrong ; 
that  the  charge,  preferred  againft  him  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  his  having  laft  year  aftifted  the  Indians  as  much  as  he  could, 
without  making  himfelf  openly  a  party  in  the  difpute,  feems  not  devoid 
of  foundation.  By  exciting  this  war,  the  fliccefsful  iflue  of  which  he 
confidered  as  certain,  he  attained  the  twofold  purpofe  of  fatisfying  at 
once  his  ambition  and  his  revenge.  He  does  not  himfelf  deny,  that  he 
had  adopted  the  neceflary  meafures  for  conducing  to  the  dlftridl  of  Gc- 
neflee  all  the  Indians,  who  were  at  his  difpofal,  and  who,  by  his  account, 
amounted  to  five  thoufand  men — meafures  which  would  naturally  have 
been  attended  with  the  firing  of  all  the  habitations,  and  the  flaughter  of 
all  the  inhabitants.  A  war,  thus  barbarous  and  deftruftive,  would  have 
been  waged  by  England  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  ;  and  the 
founder  of  a  colony,  in  every  other  refpc<Sl  a  man  of  generous  and  noble 
r  feelings 
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feelings,  would  have  projc<Sed  and  prepared  it.  I  ihould  not  have  cre- 
dited thefe  projedls,  had  I  heard  them  ftated  by  any  individual  but  the 
Governor  himfelf ;  or  Ihould  I  have  ventured  to  introduce  them  here, 
but  that,  within  my  knowledge,  he  has  repeatedly  communicated  them 
to  fcveral  other  perfons. 

But  for  this  inveterate  hatred  againft  the  United  States,  which  he  too 
loudly  profelTes,  and  which  carries  him  too  far,  General  Simcoc  appears 
in  the  moft  advantageous  light.  He  is  juft,  adive,  enlightened,  brave, 
frank,  and  poffefles  the  confidence  of  the  country,  of  the  troops,  and  of 
all  thofe  who  join  him  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs.  To  thefe 
he  attends  with  the  clofefl  application ;  he  preferves  all  the  old  triends  of 
his  King,  and  negledls  no  means  to  procure  him  new  ones.  He  unites,, 
in  my  judgment,  all  the  qualities  which  his  ftation  requires,  to  maintain 
the  important  poifeflion  of  Canada,  if  it  be  pofTible  that  England  can 
long  retain  it. 

'In  his  private  life,  Governor  Simcoc  is  fir  pie,  plain,  and  obliging. 
He  inhabits  a  fmall  miferable  wooden  houfe,  which  formerly  was  occu- 
pied by  the  commifTarics,  who  refided  here  on  account  of  the  navigation 
of  the  lake.  His  guard  confifts  of  four  foldiers,  who  every  morning  come 
from  the  fort,  and  return  thither  in  the  evening.  He  lives  in  a  noble 
and  hofpitable  manner,  without  pride;  his  mind  is  enlightened;  his 
character  mild  and  obliging ;  he  difcourfes  with  much  good  fenfe  on  all 
liibjeifts,  but  his  favourite  topics  are  his  proje($ls  and  war,  which  feem  to 
be  the  objedls  of  his  leading  paflions.  He  is  acquainted  with  the  military 
hiflory  of  all  countries ;  no  hillock  catches  his  eye  without  exciting  in 
his  mind  the  idea  of  a  fort,  which  might  be  conftruded  on  the  fpot ; 
and  with  the  conftrudlion  of  this  fort  he  aflbciates  the  plan  of  operations 
for  a  campaign,  efpecially  of  that  which  is  to  lead  him  to  Philadelphia. 
On  hearing  his  profeflions  of  an  earnefl  defire  of  peace-,  you  cannot  h\\t 
liippofe,  either  that  his  reafon  mufl  hold  an  abfblute  fway  over  his  paflion^ 
or  that  he  deceives  himfelf. 

Mrs.  SiMcoE  is  a  lady  of  thirty-fix  years  of  age.  She  is  timid,  and 
ipeaks  little;  but  fhc  is  a  woman  of  fenfe,  handfome  and  amiable,  and 
^^T  li  •  .   iblfijs 
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fulfils  all  the  duties  of  the  mother  and  wife  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  cx- 
adnefs.  The  performance  of  the  latter  Ihc  carries  fo  far  as  to  be  of  great 
aifiildnce  to  her  hufband  by  her  talents  for  drawing,  the  pradice  of 
which}  confined  to  maps  and  plans,  enables  her  to  be  extremely  ufeful  to 
the  Governor.  , 

Upper  Canada  pays  rto  taxes,  except  a  duty  on  wine,  amounting  to 
four-pence  per  gallon  on  Madeira,  and  two-pence  on  other  ibrts  of  wine, 
and  another  of  thirty-fix  (hillings  fterling  a  year  for  a  tavem-liocnce, 
which,  during  the  feffion  of  1 793,  was  encrcaLd  by  twenty  (hillings  Ca- 
nada currency  [four  dollars]*.  The  fum  total  of  the  public  revenue 
amounts  to  nine  hundred  pounds  flerling,  out  of  which  are  paid  the  fa- 
Iarie&  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre(entatives  and  of  the  Secre- 
taries ;  tile  remainder  is  deitined  to  meet  the  expence  which  local  dr- 
oumftances  may  require  for  the  fervicc  and  maintenance  of  (bcicty. 

The  juftices  of  the  peace  determine  in  the  quarter-fe(iions,  as  they  do 

in  England,  the  amount  of  the  county-rates  for  the  conftru<ftion  of  public 

buildings,  for  the  repair  of  the  roads,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  army. 

(The  laft  item  is  not  yet  known  in  Canada.)     Thefe  rates  are  raifed  by 

means  of  a  capitation  or  poll-tax,  afleifed  in  proportion  to  the  probable 

amount  of  the  property  of  the  whole  who  are  in  the  diftridt,  liable  to 

contribute ;  the  largeft  afTe^ment  on  any  individual  exceeds  not  four 

dollars. 

On  the  fame  principle  is  raiied  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  AlSem- 

bly,  who,  on  their  return  at  the  end  .of  the  (eilion,  deliver  to  the  jufticei 
of  the  peace  of  their  diftridl  a  certificate  of  the  Speaker,  proving  the  num- 
ber of  days  they  have  been  prefent,  and  receive  two  dollars  per  day  out 
of  the  money  raifed  for  that  purpofe,  including  the  days  they  have  bcen- 
vpon  their  journey. 


*  The  value  of  money  in  Canada  I'bould,  aceoidlng  to  law,  be  equal  to  that  which 
it  bears  in  Halifax,  and  confequently  a  dollar  be  worth  five  fliillings.  This  ftandard  is 
ftri£lly  adhered  to  in  all  government  accounts^  but  not  fo  fcrupuloully  obferved  in  the 
courfe  of  pfivate  bufinefs.  l^e  cm-rency,  which  circulates  in  New  York,  pafTes  alfo, 
^fpecially  in  that  part  of  Canada  vrhich  bordets  oa  Ucw.  Yo^.-r-Jut/iar.      . . 
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The  quarter-feflions  arc  held  in  every  dlflrii^ ;  and  the  divifion  into 
diftridls  is  connedled  with  the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  juftices  of 
the  High  Court  of  Judicature  for  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  who  are  three 
in  number,  including  the  chief  juftice,  hold  four  fcflions  annually  in  the 
town  in  which  the  Governor  refides.  They  alfo  go  on  circuits  in  the 
different  diftridls  of  the  province  once  a  year ;  judges  for  the  different 
diftridls  fit  at  Ihortcr  intervals  to  fettle  matters  of  little  importance, 
and  the  juftices  of  the  peace  excrcifc  the  fame  jurifdi<5lion  as  in  Eng- 
land. 

A  tribunal,  compofed  of  the  Governor  and  two  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council,  form  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  fuch  caufes  as  have  been  de- 
cided by  the  High  Court  of  Judicature.  The  Governor  forms  alfo,  with 
the  concurrence  of  an  affiftant,  the  choice  of  whom  depends  entirely  on 
his  option,  a  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  dccifion  of  caufes,  concerning 
teftaments,  inteftate  heirs,  orphans,  &c.  .  <  ' 

,  Rcfpct^ing  the  frequency  and  puniftiments  of  crimes,  Mr.  White,  At- 
torney-general of  the  province,  informed  me,  that  there  is  no  diftri^l,  in 
which  one  or  two  perfons  have  not  already  been  tried  for  murder ;  that 
they  were  all  acquitted  by  the  jury,  though  the  evidence  was  ftrongly 
againft  them ;  that,  from  want  of  prifons,  which  are  not  yet  built,  petty 
offences,  which  in  England  would  be  puniflied  with  imprifonment,  are 
here  mulded,  but  that  the  fines  are  feldom  paid  for  want  of  means  of 
execution;  and  that  the  major  part  of  law-fuits  have  for  their  objedl  the 
recovery  of  debts ;  hut  fometimes  originate  alfo  from  quarrels  and 
affaults  ;  drunkennefs  being  a  very  common  vice  in  this  country. 

The  province  of  Upper  Canada  is  divided  into  the  four  diftricfts  of  De- 
troit, Niagara,  Kingfton,  and  St.  John's.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  are 
fele^led  from  among  thofe  perfons,  who  are  beft  qualified  for  fuch  an 
office  ;  but,  in  a  country  fo  recently  fettled  men  worthy  of  this  truft 
cannot  be  numerous. 

The  divifion  of  Upper  Canada  into  counties  is  purely  military,  and 
relates  merely  to  the  enlifting,  completing,  and  affembling  of  the  militi*. 
The  counties  are  about  twelve  in  number.     Their  names,  with  which  I 
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am  unacquainted,  arc  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  dercrvc  to  be 
here  mentioned.  The  militia  of  each  county  arc  alTcmbled  and  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant  and  fecond-lieutcnant ;  they  muft  be  divided 
into  regiments  and  companies.  They  aflcmble  once  a  year  in  each  county, 
and  are  infpcded  by  the  captains  of  the  different  companies  at  leaft 
twice  a  year.  Every  male  inhabitant  is  confidercd  as  a  militia-man  from 
the  age  of  ilxteen  to  fifty.  He  is  fined  four  dollars  if  he  do  not  enlift 
at  the  proper  time  ;  and  officers,  both  commiflTioned  and  non-commif- 
fioned,  who  do  not  join  their  regiments  at  the  time  the  militia  arc  alTem- 
blcd,  pay  a  fine  ;  the  former  of  eight  dollars,  and  the  latter  of  two.  Aii 
officer,  who,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  or  infurredion,  Ihould  not  repair  to  his 
affigned  pofl,  would  be  punifhed  with  a  pecuniary  penalty  of  fifty  pounds 
fterling,  and  a  petty  officer  with  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  flerling.  A 
militia-man,  who  fells  either  the  whole  or  part  of  his  arms,  ammunition^ 
or  accoutrements,  is  fined  five  pounds  flerling  ;  and,  in  default  of  pay- 
ment, imprifoned  for  two  months.  The  Quakers,  Baptifls,  and  Dun- 
kers  pay,  in  time  of  peace,  twenty  fhillings  a  year ;  and,  during  a  war  or 
infurredtion,  five  pounds  flerling,  for  their  exemption  from  military  fer- 
vice.  Out  of  thefe  fines  and  ranfoms  the  adjutant-general  of  the  militia 
receives  his  pay,  and  the  remainder  is  at  the  Governor's  difpofal. 

This  is  nearly  the  flibflance  of  the  firfl  aft  of  the  legillative  body  of 
UpperCanada,  pafled  in  1 7Q3.  In  the  following  year,  1 794,  an  additional 
aft  pafTed  relative  to  the  militia,  the  chief  regulations  of  which  tended  to- 
improve  and  define  more  accurately  the  internal  form  of  the  regiments, 
battalions,  and  companies,  and  to  render  the  affembling  of  detachments 
more  cafy  and  expeditious.  This  aft  determines,  that,  in  time  of  war, 
the  obligation  to  carry  arms  in  defence  of  the  country  fhall  not  ceafe 
before  the  ageoffixty ;  and  that,  of  confequence,  Quakers  and  others, 
who  eiijoy  an  exemption  from  military  fervice,  ihall  pay  for  their  immu- 
nity up  to  that  age.  It  alio  obliges  the  militia  to  fervc  on  board  of  fhips 
and  vefTels,  to  aft  as  cavalry,  and  to  extend  their  fervice  beyond  the  pro- 
vince, on  condition  however,  that  the  fame  men  be  not  bound  to  ferve 
more  than  fix  months  fucceffively. 
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The  exemptions  from  military  fcrvicc  are  confined  to  the  officers  of 
juflicc,  and  other  public  fundlionarics,  whofe  number  is  very  fmall.  The 
•whole  militia  is  eftimated  at  nine  thoufand  men,  for  a  trail:  of  country 
of  confiderablc  extent,  in  which,  however,  the  communication  and  alTcm- 
bling  of  the  troops  arc  much  facilitated  by  the  lakes.  ^'    "'a-  i-'^ift 

All  the  expences  of  the  civil  and  military  adminiftration  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  are  defrayed  by  England.  The  fum  total,  including  the 
political  expences,  or  the  money  paid  to  the  Indians,  though  this  forms 
an  item  of  the  military  expenditure,  amounts  for  Upper  Canada  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  this  fum,  or 
fixty  thoufand  pounds,  are  paid  to  the  Indians  ;  including  the  pay  of  the 
principal  agents,  under  agents,  interpreters,  &c.  This  pay  dcduded,  all 
the  other  charges,  occafioned  by  the  Indians,  confift  in  prcfcnts,  toma- 
hawks, mufkets,  powder  and  ball,  knives,  blankets,  rings,  buckles,  hats, 
looking-glaifes,  and,  above  all,  in  rum.  The  agents  are  charged  with  the 
diftribution  of  thefe  articles,  which  by  fome  are  diftributed  every  year,  by 
others  at  various  times,  according  to  circumftances.  It  is  by  thefe  means 
the  Indians  are  fuppofed  to  be  gained  over.  Such  of  their  chieftains,  as 
are  believed  to  poflcfs  conilderable  influence,  obtain  a  larger  fhare  of  pre- 
fents  ;  by  which,  and  efpccially  by  a  profufe  diftribution  of  rum,  their 
friendlhip  is  gamed  and  prefervedj/  The  Americans  are  depi<fted  to 
them  as  their  inveterate  enemies ;  they  are  made  to  fwear,  that  they  will 
bum  and  fcalp  thefe  foes  at  the  firft  fignal.  It  was  in  this  manner  the 
Governor  imagined  laft  ye  •  ,  from  the  reports  he  had  received,  that  he 
Ihould  be  able  to  difpofe  ot  .ity  thoufand  men,  who  had  all  taken  an 
oath,  not  to  leave  a  Icalp  on  the  fkull  of  any  American  they  fhould  fall  in 
with.  A  relation  of  thefe  atrocities  has  all  the  appearance  of  an  exag- 
gerated account  of  fome  nation  of  cannibals,  and  yet  it  is  literally  true*. 
The  Englilh  aflert,  that  the  Americans,  on  their  part,  proceed  exadly  in 
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'>* ' 


*  With  all  candid  readers  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  matter  of  regret,  that  the  author 
fhould  have  preferred  a  charge  of  fuch  a  ferious  and  heinous  complexion,  without  giving 
himfelf  the  lead  trouble  to  fubftantiat,e  its  Uuth.^Tran/lat9r,  '  '^  '-^^ 
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•  It  muftbc  confcfled,  that  the  colonifts,  by  their  mean  and  barbarous 
policy,  teach  the  Indians  to  defpife  them.  But  we  may  indulge  a  hope, 
that  the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the  latter  Ihall  pofTcfs  fufficient 
(enfc,  to  take  the  prefcnts  of  England  and  th-  money  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  laugh  at  both  thefe  great  nations ;  fcorning  to  be  any  longer 
the  tools  of  their  ambition  and  revenge. 

We  have  here  been  told,  that  England's  annual  expenditure  for  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  amounts  to  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  ;  whether  the  penfions  and  donations  which  England  beftows  on 
fome  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  be  comprifed  in  this  cdimate,  I 
know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  from  a  very  refpedlable  fourcc,  that  they 
amount  to  a  pretty  large  fum.  Is  it  this  circumftancc,  to  which  MeiTrs. 
Hammond  and  Simcoe  allude,  when  they  fpeak  of  the  numerous  friends 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  United  States  ? 

I  have  not  yet  mentioned,  that  the  Governor  is  alfo  Prelident  of  an 
Executive  Council,  compofed  of  five  members.  In  regard  to  the  bills, 
which  have  pafled  both  houfcs,  his  aifent  or  diiTent  is  determined  by  the 
majority  of  votes.  But,  as  he  appoints  this  council,  and  has  alfo  the 
power  of  diffolving  it,  we  may  eafdy  conceive,  that  it  confifts  of  members 
entirely  dependant  on  him.  The  major  part  hold  feats  in  the  Lcgiflative 
Council. 

An  office,  which  was  exclufively  charged  with  preparing  for  the  dif- 
cuflion  and  decifion  of  the  council  fuch  matters  as  concern  grants  of  land, 
has  lately  been  abolifhcd.  The  Executive  Council  has  referved  to  itfelf 
the  introduAory  difquifition,  as  well  as  the  definitive  determination,  of  all 
builnefs  of  this  defcription.  The  number  of  thofe,  who  apply  for  lands, 
is  uncommonly  great.  The  claims  of  the  petitioners*  are  generally 
grounded  on  their  attachment  to  the  Britilh  Monarch,  and  their  difguft  or 
hatred  againft  the  government  of  the  United  States.  But,  under  allc- 
gations'of  this  kind,  frequently  lurks  a  fpirit  of  ipeculatlon.  Notw ith- 
ftanding  the  folicitude  faid  to  be  difplayed  by  the  council  to  difcovcr  the 
truth,  many  grants  of  land  are  made  on  no  other  grounds  than  favour. 
By  the  letter  of  the  law,  which,  however,  is  often  eluded,  one  individual 

cannot 
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cannot  obtain  more  than  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres.  Yet,  as  the 
grants  contain  no  claufe  fixing  the  period  within  which  the  ground  is  to 
be  cleared,  fpcculations  frequently  occur,  and  not  the  Icaft  fecurity  is 
obtained,  that  the  land  will  be  a  moment  fooner  inhabited  for  being  thus 
bellowed.        '    '-'  '         "      -  '  ■     -^ 

I  have  already  obfcrved,  that  officers,  who  ferved  in  the  American  war, 
have  a  right  to  a  Ihare  in  thefe  lands,  which  amounts,  for  a  lieutenant  to 
twelve  hundred  acres,  and  for  a  colonel  to  five  thoufand.  But  officers, 
who  never  adled  in  the  American  war,  nor  ever  held  a  colonel's  commif- 
fion,  have  obtained  (hares  as  great  as  the  largeft  allotted  to  thofe  who 
have.  Thefe  lands,  though  molt  favourably  fituated,  arc  not  yet  cleared ; 
nor  is  there  the  leaft  appearance  of  their  being  fpcedily  cultivated.       \^-' 

Every  thing  is  exccflively  dear  at  Newark.  The  (hops  arc  few,  and  the 
fhopkcepers,  combining  againft  the  public,  fix  what  price  they  choofe 
upon  their  goods.  The  high  duty  laid  by  England  upon  all  the  commo- 
dities exported  from  her  iflands  proves  a  powerlul  encouragement  to  a 
contraband  trade  with  the  United  States,  where,  in  many  articles,  the 
diffi:rence  of  price  amounts  to  two-thirds.  The  government  of  Canada 
is  very  vigilant  to  prevent  this  contraband  trade ;  but  a  certain  profpeiS 
of  gain  excites  to  exertion,  which  will  frequently  fucceed  in  eluding  the 
law,  as  well  as  the  vigilance  of  the  executive  power.  The  Ihopkeepers 
know  perfedlly  well  how  to  favour  this  contraband  trade,  the  only  means 
for  deftroying  which  would  be  to  lower  the  duties,  and,  of  confequence, 
the  price  of  the  commodities.  The  Governor  has  it  in  contemplation,  to 
encourage  fuch  manufaftures  as  produce  thefe  articles,  which  are  nm  in 
large  quantities  into  this  province  from  the  United  States,  fuch  as  hats. 
But  all  his  exertions  to  this  cfFeft  will  fail  in  regard  to  fugar,  coffee,  tea ; 
in  ihort,  with  refpeil  to  all  commodities,  which  are  dircdlly  imported 
from  the  United  States,  without  being  there  fubjedled  to  as  high  a  duty 
as  in  Canada.  i    *      ,  t«  ;  . 

During  our  long  refidence  at  Naryhall,  all  the  Inhabitants  of  an  Indian 
village,  of  the  Tofcarora  nation,  came  to  congratulate  the  Governor  on  his 
late  arrival  at  Naryhall.     All  theie  vifits  and  congratulatory  compliments 
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have  no  other  ohjccl  but  to  obtain  fomc  drink,  money,  and  prcfciits. 
Thefc  Indians  generally  arrive  in  the  morning,  in  veflcls,  from  the  oj>po- 
fite  banks  of  the  river,  which  they  inhabit.  They  were  decked  out  with 
uncommon  care,  covered  with  rags  of  every  defcription,  and  adorned 
J  with  horfc-hair,  and  feathers  of  all  poflTible  fpccics  of  birds.  In  their 
cars  and  nofcs  they  wore  rings  of  the  moft  varied  forms  and  colours. 
Some  were  dreflcd  in  European  clothes,  others  wore  laced  hats,  and  fomc 
were  naked,  excepting  the  double  apron,  and  painted  from  head  to  foot. 
It  is  in  the  manner  of  painting  themfclves,  that  their  genius  is  cfpecially 
difplayed.  In  general  they  prefer  the  hariheft  colours,  paint  one  leg  white, 
and  the  other  black  or  green,  the  body  brown  or  yellow,  the  face  full  of 
red  or  black  fpots,  and  their  eyes  different  colours.  In  a  word,  they  unite 
in  their  decorations  the  utmoft  abfurdity  and  harfhnefs.  They  are,  every 
one  of  them,  painted  in  a  different  ftyle,  and  furniflicd  with  a  fmall 
looking-glafs,  which  they  every  moment  confult  with  as  much  attention 
as  the  moft  finiihcd  coquette.  They  comb  themfclves  again  and  again, 
and  touch  up  the  colours,  which  may  have  faded  from  pcrfpiration  or 
cxercife.  Many  of  them  wear  filvcr  bracelets  and  chains  round  their 
necks  and  arms.  Some  have  a  white  fhirt  with  long  flceves  over 
their  clothes,  and  this  forms  their  moft  elegant  garment ;  the  major 
part  wear  as  many  filver  buckles  as  they  can  afford.  In  ihort,  their  ap- 
pearance calls  to  recolle<Jlion  the  whimfical  mafks,  which  throng  the 
ftreets  at  Paris  during  the  carnival.  It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed, 
that  their  abfurd  finery,  in  a  great  meafurc,  confifts  of  things,  which 
they  make  themfclves,  of  horfes',  buffaloes',  or  other  hair,  or  of  the 
briftles  of  the  hedge- hog.  They  twift  ropes  of  the  bark  of  trees,  and 
make  laces  of  a  fpecies  of  herbs.  Many  of  thefc  articles,  which  they 
ufe  to  adorn  their  drefs,  their  tobacco-bags,  their  fcalping-knives,  gar- 
ters, and  mockinfons,  (a  fort  of  fhoes)  are  made  by  the  women,  with 
a  regularity,  a  fkill,  nay,  I  may  fay,  with  a  tafte,  feldom  to  be  found  in 
Europe.  Their  chief  excellency  confifts  in  the  great  variety  and  rich- 
nefs  of  the  colours,  which  they  generally  extrad  from  leaves,  and  from 
ike  roots  of  certain  herbs ;  but  they  poffefs  alfo  the  art  of  extracting 

them 
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them  from  all  dyed  linens  and  Tilks,  of  which  they  c^an  obtain  a  piece. 
They  boil  thcfc  rags  in  the  juice  ut'  a  plant,  with  the  fpccics  and  name 
o(  which  I  Hm  anacquaintcd,  and  thus  obtain  a  very  durable  colour  tor 
dying  hair  or  bark.  '..*>■'. 

On  their  arrival  this  morning  the  Indian  vilitors  were  about  eighty  iit 
number.  The  Governor,  being  particularly  engaged,  deferred  receiving 
their  vifit  until  the  afternoon  ;  at  which  time  only  thirty  made  their  ap- 
pearance, the  red  being  all  drunk,  and  unable  to  move.  The  vifit  waa 
received  on  a  large  plotof  grafs,  without  the  fmallcfl  compliment  on  eithef 
part.  The  Governor  was  prefent,  but  kept  at  fome  diilancc.  The  In- 
dians danced  and  played  among  thcmfelvc».  Some  of  their  dances  ar6 
very  cxpreiTivc,  and  even  graceful.  A  mournful  and  monotonous  ditty; 
fung  by  one,  and  accompunied  with  a  fmall  drum,  iix  inches  high,  and 
three  in  diameter,  forms  all  their  muiic,  except  that  frequently  a  (lick  h 
added,  with  which  a  child  beats  the  time.  They  dance  around  the  niu- 
fic,  which  they  frequently  interrupt  by  loud  flirieks*  The  hunting  and 
war  dances  are  the  moft  expreffive,  efpecially  the  latter.  It  rcprefenta 
the  furprife  of  an  enemy,  who  is  killed  and  fcalped,  and  is  performed  by 
one  pcribn.  The  reft  are  hopping  about,  like  monkeys,  in  a  Ictnicircular 
figure,  and  watch,  with  the  utmoft  attention,  every  movement  of  the 
dancer.  The  moment  when  the  enemy  is  fuppofed  to  have  breathed  his 
laft,  a  ftrong  cxpreffion  of  joy  brightens  every  face ;  the  dancer  raifcs  a 
horrid  howl,  refumcs  his  pantomime,  and  is  rewarded  by  univerfal  (houts 
of  applaufe.  When  he  has  thus  finiihed  his  dance,  another  enters  the 
ftage,  who  is,  in  his  turn,  relieved  by  others ;  and  in  this  way  the  dance 
is  continued,  until  they  become  tired  of  it»  When  the  dance  was  over, 
they  played  at  ball ;  a  game  in  which  they  difplayed  their  agility  to  the 
greateft  advantage.  Every  one  had  a  racket,  the  handle  of  which  was 
three  or  four  feet  in  length,  and  bent  at  the  end,  {o  that  the  racket  has 
the  form  of  a  bow.  The  packthread  is  made  of  bark ;  they  grafp  the 
racket  with  both  hands,  and  run  after  the  ball,  wherever  they  fee  it,  with 
the  view  of  catching  it,  one  before  another.     This  ball  is  frequently 
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thrown  to  a  confiderabie  cUftance,  in  which  cafe  they  run  after  it  all  to- 
^tthcr;  to  catch  it,  cither  in  the  air,  or  on  the  ground.  No  bufli,  no 
flitches,  no  barriers  check  their  ardour.  They  clear  every  thing,  leap  over 
every  thing,  and  difplay,  in  this  game,  a  vcrfatiUty,  fwiftncfs,  and  dexte* 
rity,  which  arc  truly  {hiking;  Ekxring  thcfe  games  the  agent  came  up  to 
the  general,  with  one  of  the  chieftains,  and  told  him',  that  the  Tufcarora 
nation  wiihed  to  learn  whether  they  might  aflift  at  a  meeting,  to-  be  Held 
ih  Onondago  by  the  Oneida  Indians,  for  the  purpofe  offe^A.iig  x  i>art  of 
the  Oneida  refervation,  which- the  ftate  of  New  York  had  manifeftcd  a 
difpofition  to  purchale*.  The  Governor's  anfwcr  was  conceived  in  terms 
extremely  vague ;  the  agent  translated  this  aniwer  as  he  pleafed;  and  in* 
reply  affured  the  Governor,  iiv  the  name  of  the  Indians,  that  they  would 
not  go  to  Onondago,  from  the  hope  that  this  would  prove  more  agree- 
abk  to  the  Britifh  Monarch.  Whether  this  political  farce  was  a6lcd" 
only  by  the  agent,  or  whether  the  chieftain  took  a  part,  I  know  not ;  but 
this  I  know,  that  this  chieftain,  a  moment  before,  begged  of  me  two 
Ihillings,  for  which  he  would  have  promifed  me,  had  I  dellred  it,  to  vifit 
©r  not  to  viftt  all  the  meetings  throughout  the  lu  verfe.  Without  enter- 
ing farther  ort  this  fubje<3;,  I  fliall  merely  obferve  that  the-  whole  policy 
of  England,  relative"  to  the  Indians,  is  in  the  ban  v  of  the  agertts,  wha 
alone  underftand  their  language,  and  have  the  fok  management  of  the* 
prefents.  It  rcfts  entirely  with  thefe  agents  to  p  fuade  all  or  any  of 
thefe  nations  to  engage  in  war,  and  to  excite  their  nmity  cither  againft- 
the  United  States  or  againft  each  other.  The  Go'  rnor  is  altogether  in- 
capable of  judging  of  their  difbbedience  and  opp  ."'ion  to  the  orders  (Jf 
his  cabinet  but  by  the  refults.  The  fame  is  undoubtedly  the  cafe  as  to 
the  American  States*  ';{-•'•;-' ■•X~'*''ti>''  '<  :  »  jKti-:>vaii|,y-rnij 

The  Englifli  agent,  here  referred  tOj  is-  Colonel  ButlbrA  'celtlrfatcd 

*  The  Oneida  Nation  recciyes  an  annuity  from  the  State  of  N^wYorfc  <^''threo 
thoiifand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  for  lands  purdiafed  of  them  in  1795,.  and 
un  annuity  of  abpu^.fix  Ijundred  an(^  twenty^-dght  d9llars  from,  the  United  Statcs.-i^- 
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He  is  a  native  of  America  of  the  neighbourhood ,  of  Wilkclbarre.     His 

*»»******  ,*./ England  has  rewarded  his  loyalty 
with  five  thoufand  acres  of  land  for  himlelf ;  th^  fame  quantity  for 
his  children ;  si  pcnUon  of  two  or  three  hundred  pounds  ilcrling ;  an 
agency,  worth  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year;  and  the  privilege  of 
taking  from  the  flore-houfes,  which  contain  the  prefents,  whatever  he 
choofes.  He  is  treated  with  every  mark  of  refpcdt  by  the  Governor.  ( » 
The  Tufcarora  Nation  is  an  Indian  tribe,  the  men  of  which  Iharc  the 
toils  of  their  women  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  other.  The  (jovemor 
mentioned  a  projedt,  he  has  conceived,  of  giving  a  liulf  civilization  to  all 
the  Indian  nations  in  the  intcrefl  of  England.  Whether  or  no  civili- 
sation be  likely  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians,  is  a  queflion,  a  full 
difcuffion  of  which  might,  perhaps,  exceed  my  powers,  or  at  leall  fecm 
irrelevant.  But,  were  I  obliged  to  decide  it  at  once,  I  fhould  anfwer  iu 
the  negative,  as  long  as  they  are  not  hemmed  in  too  clofcly  by  the 
colonills,  pofTcfs  a  fufficient  tra<^,  of  ground  for  hunting,  and  have  plenty 
of  game.  But,  1  repeat  it  once  more,  to  do  juflice  to  this  queflion  would 
require  a  more  profound  difcuflion,  than  I  can  enter  upon  in  this  place. 
Befides  it  can  hardly  be  fatisfaftorily  decided,  fmce  the  flate  of  favage  na- 
tions, left  entirely  to  their  primitive  life,  is  widely  different  from  the  con- 
dition of  thofe,  who  refide  in  the  vicinity  of  thefc  colonifts,  and  hold  in- 
tercourfc  with  them.  If,  on  mature  deliberation,  we  were  obliged  to 
.allow,  that  the  creation  of  wants,  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  them,  the 
exercife  of  our  mutual  powers,  the  unfolding  of  our  faculties,  and  the  re- 
finement of  our  feelings,  prove  more  frequently  fources  of  misfortune  than 
of  happinefs  ;  every  degree  of  civilization,  pregnant  with  all  thefc,  fhould 
carefully  be  kept,  for  their  own  fake,  from  all  favage  tribes.  But  the 
:^ame  conclufion  will  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  a  barbarous  people,  who, 
from  their  intercourfe  with  civilized  nations,  poiTcl's  already  fomc  de- 
gree of  civility  ;  but  a  civility  which  acquaints  them  with  vices  only,  and 
confequently  introduces  them  to  fources  of  misfortune,  and  who,  there- 
tore 
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fore,  from  a  higher  degree  of  culture,  may  derive  an  alleviation  of  th<jir 
fate  and  an  incrcafc  of  happinefs.  As  to  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  civilized  world  from  the  civilization  of  the  favages,  the  queilionn 
fcems  likely  to  demand  a  decifion  in  the  affirmative. 

However  this  may  be,  the  Governor,  in  conceiving  this  proj^ 61,  had  not 
only  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians  in  view,  but  alfo  his  own  advantage. 
He  intends  to  have  them  civilized  by  priefts,  and  would  give  the  prefer- 
ence to  miilionaries  of  the  Roman  Catholic  periuaiion.     The  policy  of 

General  S inclines  him  to  encourage  a  religion,  the  miniflers  of 

which  are  interefted  in  a  connexion  with  the  authority  of  thrones,  and 
who,  therefore,  never  lofe  light  of  the  principle,  to  prelerve  and  propagate 
arbitrary  power.  i 

I  learn  here,  that  rum  enervates  the  Indians,  ihortens  their  lives,  ren- 
ders their  marriages  daily  more  barren,  and,  when  fruitful,  produAive 
only  of  poor  unhealthy  children  ;  and  that,  fix)m  the  ufe  of  this  poifon^ 
which  now  cannot  either  be  wrrefted  from  them,  or  rendered  harmlefs  in 
its  confequences,  the  different  tribes  are  daily  decreaiing  in  number. 

Eighty  miles  from  Naryhall,  on  the  Miami,  or  Great  River,  *is  the 
fettleraent  of  Colonel  Brant,  with  a  view  of  which  I  fhould  have  been 
much  pleafed  ;  but  he  is  not  there  at  prcfent,  and  they  aflure  me  that, 
in  his  abfence,  Flhould  fee  nothing  but  what  I  have  already  feen  inthofe 
1  have  hitherto  vifited. 

Colonel  Brant  is  an  Indian  by  birth.  In  the  American  war  he  fought 
under  the  Englifh  banner,  and  he  has  iince  been  in  England,  where  he 
was  moft  gracioufly  received  by  the  King,  and  met  with  a  kind  recep- 
tion from  all  elaffes  of  people.  His  manners  are  femi-Europeaiu  He 
is  attended  by  two  negroes  ;  has  eflablifhed  himfelf  in  the  Englifh  way  ; 
has  a  garden  and  a  farm  ;  drefles  after  the  European  fafhion ;  and  never- 
thelefs  pofTeflcs  much  influence  over  the  Indians.  He  aflifls,  at  prefent„ 
at  the  Miami- treaty  *,  which  the  United  Statics  are  concluding  with  the 

••      ^ w^flern 

*  The  treaty,  alluded  to  Ky  Mfe  authoif,  is  the  Greenville  triktt,  cdiifefuded  on  the 
third  of  Auguft  1795,  at  Greenville,  a  fort  and  fettlement  on  the  fouth  fid6  of  a  north- 
vveftera  branch  of  the  Great  Miami,  between  Major-general  A,  Wayne  and  the  chiefs  of 
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weftern  Indians.  He  is  alfo  much  rcfp'edlcd  by  the  Americans,  and,  in 
general,  bears  fo  excellent  a  character,  that  I  lincerely  regret  I  could  not 
fee  and  become  acquainted  with  himJ'  <<f^^'^**''  J'lol  ^, ♦•>;».//' "^' 

The  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  village,  which  we  pafled  on  leaving  Ca- 
nawaga,  paid  alfo  a  vifit  to  ^  the  Governor  during  the  time  we  flayed 
with  him.  The  weather  being  too  hot  for  receiving  the  vifit  on  the 
grafs,  he  ordered  them  to  be  ufhered  into  a  room,  where  he  was  attended 
by  fbme  officers  of  the  garrifon.  The  chiefs  of  the  Indians  faid  a  few 
words,  which  the  agent  interpreted  to  the  Governor,  as  containing  an 
afTurance,  that  they  would  employ  their  tomahawks  againft  any  one  he 
fhould  point  out,  and  exprelEons  of  regret,  that  they  could  not  ufe  them 
lafl  year  againfl  the  Americans.  The  Governor  thanked  them  for  thefe 
fentiments,  endeavoured  to  confirm  them  in  this  friendly  difpofition, 
and  told   them,   that  the   King  of  Great  Britain  wifhed  for   peaccj^^ 

whatever  lies  the  maize-thief  [Mr.  P ,  CommiflSoner  of  the  United 

States}  might  have  impofed  on  them  lafl  year.     They  anfwered,  that 

the  Governor  was  perfedly  right,  and  that  P was  a  liar,  drank  as 

much  'as  they  pleafed,  and  departed.     The  conference  was   held  at 
eight  oxlock  iu  the  morning,  and  before  nine  o'clock  half  of  them  were* 
intoxicated,  j  The  Governor  is  very  anxious  to  oblige  and  pleafe  the  In- 
dians ;  his  only  fbn,  a  child,  f6ur  yfcars  old,  is  drefled  as  an  Indian,  and. 
called  TioG.A,  which  name  has  been  given  him  by  the  Mohawks.    This 
harmlefs  farce  may  be  of  ufe  in  the  intercourfe  with  the  Indians.. 
*■  The  Niagara  river  and  lake  abound  with  a  great  variety  of  fifhes.   We 
aflifled  at  a  fifhing^  intended  to  fupply  the  foldiers  with,  fifti ;  the  net 
was  drawn  thrice.     One  end  of  the  net  was  held  by  men,  who. remained, 
on  fhore,  while  the  remainder  was  carried  into  the  flream.by  means  of  a 
boat,  which,  after  the  net  had  been  entirely  expanded^  conveyed  the- 
other  end  back  to  the  fliore.     Both  ends  are  joined  on  the  fpot,  whence 
the  net  b  drawn.     It  is  only  four  feet  deep,  but  one  hundred  feet  in, 

the  following'  tribes  of  Indians,  v\z.  the  Wyandots,  Delavrares,  Shawanefe,  Ottaw^as, 

Chippawas,  Putawatimes,  Miamis,  Eel-river,  Weeas,  Klckapoos,  Plaa  Kafhaws  and 

Kaikafkias. — Tranjlator. 
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length.  Upwards  of  five  hundred  fifli  were  caught,  among  which  were 
about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  ilurgeons,  fmall  pikes,  whitings,  rock-fiih, 
fun-fifli,  herrings,  a  fort  of  carp,  which  in  point  of  fhape  refemble  thoic 
of  Europe,  but  differ  much  in  flavour,  and  in  the  form  of  their  beads,  fal- 
.nion,  trouts ;  in  fhort,  all  the  fifli  was  of  a  tolerable  fize.  Middle-fizcd 
fiih  are  eafily  caught  by  anglers  on  the  banks  both  of  the  river  and  the 
lake  ;  tlicy  frequently  catch  more  than  their  families  can  confume  in 
fcveral  davs. 

The  town  of  Newark  flands  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  dircAly  op- 
pofite  to  the  fort.  About  a  hundred  houfcs,  moftly  very  fine  flruc- 
turcs,  have  already  been  ercAed,  but  the  progrefs  of  building  will  pro- 
bably be  checked,  by  the  intended  removal  of  the  feat  of  government. 
The  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  richeft  of  them,  fhare  in 
the  adminillration ;  and  confequently  will  remove,  to  whatever  place 
the  govcrrmient  may  be  transferred.  In  point  of  fize  and  elegance,  the 
houfe  of  Colonel  Smith,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  fifth  regiment,  is  much 
diftinguifhed  from  the  refl.  It  confifb  of  joiner's  work,  but  is  conflru<fled, 
embelliflied,  and  painted  in  the  bcfl  ibylc ;  the  yard,  garden,  and  court 
.are  furrounded  with  railings,  made  and  painted  as  elegantly,  as  they 
could  be  in  England.  His  large  garden  has  t^ie  appearance  of  a  French 
Jcitchen-gardcn,  kept  in  good  order.  In  a  country,  where  it  is  a  hard  mat- 
ter to  procure  labourers,  and  where  they  are  paid,  at  the  rate  of  one  dol- 
lar per  day,  he  finds,  in  his  regiment,  as  many  as  he  choofes,  for- nine- 
pence  fterling  a  day,  becaufe  the  men  otherwife  do  not  eafily  obtain 
Jcave  to  go  to  work.  It  is  in  this  manner  he  is  now  clearing  five  thou- 
fand  acres,  which  have  been  granted  him,  and  has  the  ufe  of  thirty  more, 
which  belong  to  the  King,  are  fituate  in  front  of  the  town,  and  which 
tlie  Governor  has  alligned  him,  until  he  fhall  be  neccffitated  to  demand 
them  again.  ,  ,  ' 

The  fcarcity  of  men  fcrvants  is  here  flill  greater  than  in  the  United 
States.  They,  who  arc  brought  hither  from  England,  either  de- 
mand lands,  or  emigrate  into  the  United  States.  ;  A  very  wife  a(5l 
•of  the  AfTembly  declares  all  negroes  to  be  free,  as  ibon  as  they  arrive 
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fn  Canada.  This  defcription  of  men,  who  are  more  or  iefs  frequent 
in  the  United  States,  cannot  here  fupply  the  want  of  white  fcrvants* 
All  perfons  belonging  to  the  army  employ  foldicrs  in  their  Head.  By 
the  Engliih  regulations,,  every  olficer  is  allowed  one  ibidicr,  to  whom 
he  pays  one  lliilling  a  week  ;  and  this  privilege  is  extended,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  oflicers  have  need  of  a  greater  number  of  people.  The 
Governor,  who  is  alfb  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Queen's  Rangers,  (ta- 
tioncd  in  the  province,^  is  attended  in  his  houfe,  and  at  dinner,  merely 
by  privates  of  this  regiment,  who  alfo  take  care  of  his  horfes.  He  has 
not  been  able  to  keep  one  of  the  men.  fervants,  he  brought  with  him 
from  England. 

The  regiments  quartered  in- the  vicinity  of  the  United  States,' it.  is  af- 
ferted,  lofe  much  by  defertion.  Seeing  every  where  around  them  lands> 
either  given,  away  or  fold  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  being  furrounded  by 
people,  who  within  su  twelvemonth  have  rifen  from  poverty  to  profpe^ 
rity,  and  arc. now  married  and  proprietors,  they  cannot  endure  the  idea  of 
a  Servitude,  which  is  to  end  only  with  their  exiftencc*  The  ennui  nar 
turally  arifing  from  the  dull  and  fecluded  manner  of  living  in  garrifons, 
where  they  find  neither,  work.  nor=  amufement,.  and  the  flight  attention 
fliewn  them  by  moft  of  the  colonels,  darken  ftill  more,  in  their  vie\^'> 
tlie  difmal  pid;ure  of  their  fituation.  They  emigrate  accordingly  into 
the  United  States,  where  they  are  fure  to  find  a  fettlcment,  which,  if  they 
choofe  to  work,  cannot  fail  to  make  them  rich  and.  independent.  To 
hold  out  to  them  tlic  fame  hopes  in  the  Engliih  colony  of  Canada,  would 
be  the  only  mean  of  rendering  Icfs  dangerous  the  temptation  offered  by 
the  United  States.  It  is  with,  this  view,  that  Grovernor  Simcoe  vcrj 
wifely  formed  the  projed;  of  difmifling  every  foldier,  who  fliould  find  un- 
able flibftitute  in  his  room,  and  to. give  him  one  hundred  acres  of.  land-; 
but  it  is  faidj.that  this  projcd:. appears,  in.L«ord.Dorchefters  judgment,  to 
favour  too  much  of  the  new  principles,  to  obtainhia  confcnt.  If  it  were 
^dlually  refufcd,  fuch  an  unreafonable  denial  would  more  forcibly  pro- 
voke the  difcontented  of 'the  troops,  from  tHcir  being  already  acquainted" 
with  the  meafure. 

■  :,  During  our  rcfidence  at  Nary  hall,  the  feffion  of  the  LegiHature  c^ 
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Upper  Canada  vfos  opened.  The  Governor  had  deferred  it  till  that  time, 
on  account  of  the  expeded  arrival  of  a  chief-juilipe»  who  was  to  come 
from  England ;  and  from  a  hope>  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  acquaint  the 
members  with  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States.  But 
the  harveft  has  now  begun,  which  in  a  higher  degree  than  elfewherc  en- 
gages, in  Canada,  the  public  attention,  far  beyond  what  Aate-afFairs  can 
do.  Two  members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  were  present  inilead  of 
feven ;  no  Chief-juftice  appeared,  who  was  to  adl  as  Speaker ;  inftead  of 
fixtecn  members  of  the  AUcmbly  five  only  attended,  and  this  was  the 
whole  number,  which  could  be  coUcded  at;  this  time.  The  law  requires 
a  greater  number  of  members  for  each  houfc  to  difcufs  and  determine 
upon  any  bulinefs»*,  but  within  two  days  a  year  will  have  expired  fmce 
the  laft  feffion.  The  Governor  has  therefore  thought  it  right,  to  open 
the  feffion,  refcrving,  however,  to  either  houfe  the  right  of  proroguiug 
the  fittings  from  ope  day  to. another,  in  expedation^  that  the  Ihips  fron) 
Detroit  and  Kingilon  will  either  bring  the  members,  who  are  yet  want- 
ing, or  certsun  intelligence  of  their  not  being  able  to  attend. 

The  whole  retinue  of  the  Governor  confifted  in  a  guard  of  fifty  men  of 
the  garrifon  of  the  fort.  PrefiTed  in  filk,  he  entered  the  hall  witli  his.  hat 
on  his  head,  attended  by  his  adjutant  and  two  fecretaries.  The  two 
members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  gave,  by  their  Speaker,  notice  of  it 
to  the  Afiembly.  Five  members  of  the  latter  having  appeared  at  the 
bar,  the  Governor  delivered  a  fpeech  modelled  after  that  of  the  King,  on 
the  political  affairs  of  Europe,  on  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  United 
States,  which  he  mentioned  in  expreffions  very  favourable  to  the  Union, 
and  on  the  peculiar  concerns  of  Canada.  Where  no  taxes  are  to  be 
fettled>  no  accounts  to  ht  audited  and  examined,  and  no  military  regula- 
tions to  be  adjuiled,  public  bufinefs  cannot  occupy  much  time.  But,  if 
even  all  thefe  points  were  to  be  difcuffed,  the  bufinefs  would  {till  be 
trifling,  from  want  of  an  oppofidon ;  which  feems  to  be  precluded  by  the 

*  By  the  Quebec  A£t>  palTed  in  n91,  it  is  ena£led,  that  the  Legiflative  Council  is  to 
confift  of  not  fewer  than  feven  members  for  Upper  Canada,  and  the  Aflembly  of  not  lefs 
than  iixteen  members,  who  are  to  be  called  together  at  leait  once  in  every  year. — 

Tran/lator.  '  '        .    ' 
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manner,  in  which  the  two  Houfes  for  Upper  Canada  are  framed.  The 
conditution  of  this  province  is  well  adapted  to  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the 
country.  The  members  of  both  Houfes,  who  bear  a  Ihar :  in  the  admi- 
niilra'tion,  arc  all  of  them  as  ufeful,  as  can  be  defired,  at  this  period.  The 
influence  of  the  Governor  is  not  ufelefs.  And  the  other  neceiTary  arrange- 
ments, cfpecially  fuch  as  may  enfure  liberty  and  good  order,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  made  in  the  procefs  of  time.  .i:  •  N;>j<i     *  .iii«iT,i 

Fort  Niagara  ilands,  as  has  been  already  oWcrved,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  on  a  poiht,  oppolite  to  that  of  MiflHTogas,  on  which  Newark 
is  built.  It  was  originally  conftruAcd  by  Mr.  de  la  Tonquiere,  three 
miles  nearer  to  the  falls  ;  but  was,  fome  years  afterwards,  transferred  to 
the  ipot,  where  it  now  ftands,  and  where  Mr.  de  Denonvtlle  threw  up 
an  entrenchment.  Thb  fort,  as  well  as  thofc  of  Ofwcgo,  Detroit,  Miami, 
and  Michillimakkinak,  are  to  be  furrendered  to  the  Americans  *i  Fort 
Niagara  is  faid  to  be  tire  ftrongeft  of  theft  places,  having  been  ftrcngth- 
cncd  with  fome  new  works,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year  ;  efpecially  covered 
batteries,  defigned  for  its  protctflion  on  the  fide  of  tl*^  lake  and  the  river. 
Adl  the  brcaft-works,  "flopes,  &c.  arc  lined  with  timber*  On  the  land- 
(ide,  it  has  a  curtain,  idanked  l^two  baftions,  in  each  of  which  a  block- 
houie  has  been  conftrudled,  mounted  with  cannon.  Although  this  fort, 
in  common  with  all  liich  finall  fortified  places,  cannot  long  withftand  a 
i%galar  attack ;  yet  the  befiegers  canned:  take  it,  without  a  confiderable 
fcrfi.  AH  the  buildings,  within  the  precindh  of  the  fort,  are  of  ftone,  and 
were  built  by  the  French.  >  -;.i>«wi  ip;^ ,-.;;.:  4,  ,. 

■  With  very  obliging  politenefs,  the  Governor  conduced  us  into  the 
Ibrt,  which  he  is  very  loath  to  vifit ;  fmce  he  is  fure,  that  he  ihall  be 
obliged  to  dcKrer  it  up  to  the  Americans.  He  carried  us  through  every 
part  of  it,  indeed  more  of  it  tfhan  we  wiflied  to  lee.  Thirty  artillery-men 
and  eight  companies  of  the  fifth  regiment,  form  the  garrifon  of  the  fort. 
Two  days  after  this  vifit,  we  dined  in  the  fort,  at  Major  Seward's,  an 
eftcer  of  el^ant,  polite,  and*amiahle  manners,  who  feems  to  be  much 

*  All  Ihefe  focts  wei«  aftually  delivered  op  to  die  Amecicans  in  Auguft  1796,  purfuant 
to  the  ttcatyof  1194.— Traw^arer. 
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rcfpcdcd  by  the  gentlemen  of  his  profefTion.  He  and  Mr.  Pilkin^^on, 
an  officer  ot'  the  corps  of  engineers,  are  the  military  gentlemen  wc  have 
mod  frequently  feen  during  our  rcfidence  in  this  place,  and  whom  the, 
Governor  moft  dillinguillies  from  the  reft.  In  England,  as  in  France, 
the  officers  of  the  engineers  and  artillery  are  in  general  the  moft  accom- 
plifhed  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  ;  and  their  fociety  is  confe- 
qucntly  preferred.  The  officers  of  the  fifth  regiment,  whom  we  havp 
feen,  were  well-bred,  polite,  and  excellent  companions. 

The  communication  of  the  fort  with  Newark  is  in  winter  intercepted 
for  two  or  three  months,  by  mafles  of  floating  ice,  carried  along  by  the 
ftrcam.  At  times  it  is  free  for  a  few  hours  only.  The  Indians  attempt, 
now  and  then,  to  crofs  the  river,  by  jumping  from  one  piece  of  ice  to 
another.  But  the  number  of  thofe,  who  ventvire  upon  thi|3  dapgerous 
experiment,  is  never  great.  .:     .    .,,     r    .'.  '  •     .:;r:  • 

Some  trifling  excurfions,  we  made  in  the  environs  of  the  city ;  and 
efpecially  a  tour  of  four  days,  with  the  Governor,  along  the  banks  of  the 
lake  ;  afit)rded  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  interior  country.  The 
chief  pxirpofe  of  this  journey  was,  to  reach  the  extreinity  of  the  lake.  A 
boat,  made  ,of  the  bark  of  trees,  and  defigned  for  the  Governor's  excur- 
fions between  Detroit  and  Kingfton,  contained  the  whole ,  company ; 
vvhkh  confifted  of  the  Governor,  Major  Seward,  Mr.  Pilkinpn,  us 
three  (Mr.  de  Blacons,  having  left  us  two  days  after. our  arrival  in 
Naryhall),  and  Mr.  Richard,  a  young  Englifhman,  who  arrived  her^ 
by  the  way  of  the  North  River,  and  whom  we  had  already,  feen  in  Phila- 
delphia. Twehe  cliajfeurs  of  the  Governor's  regiment  rowed  the  boat, 
which  was  followed  by  another  veflel,  carrying  tents  ^ and  provifion.  Wc 
halted  at  noon  to  eat  our  dinner,  and  in  the,  evening  to  pitch  our  tent^ 
and  fup.  In  the  morning,  we  walked,,  then  breakfafted,  andfct  out  to 
purfue  our  jovirncy,  which  was  rendered  ratjier  unpleafantby  a  fmal^  J^aljl 
of  rain.  ; .,  „;,.'' --.r;-  :  -  i,     \A:r-, '      .'  .,  -   j;,;  ^  .;,•.  -..^v,.     ..:.  ,.,.-v 

Forty mlle-crcck  was  one  of  the  chief  9lyeAs,of  pujr  tour.  This  ftreain, 
which  interfeds  in  a  ftraight  line  the  range  of  mountains,  extendin^^ 
from  Queens'  Town,  flows,  with  a  gentle  fall,  into  the  pkin;  and  af- 
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fords  iohie  wild,  awful,  yet  very  pleafing  profpcds  amonp:  thv  mountains. 
Befort  it  empties  itfilf  into  the  lake,  it  turns  a  grill  mill,  and  two  faw- 
mills,  Which  belong  to  a  Mr.  Green,  a  loyalift  of  Jcrfey,  who,  fix  of 
fcven  years  ago,  fettled  in  this  part  of  Upper  Canada,    '^'l'''    '  ^mrr^uU 
This  Mr.  Green  was  the  conftant  companion  of  the  Governor  on  thi-; 
little  journey ;  he  is  apparently  a  worthy  man,  and  in  point  of  know- 
ledge far  fuperior  to  the  common  caft  of  fcttlers  in  this  neighbourhood. 
His  eftate  confifls  of  three  hundred  acres,  about  forty  of  which  arc  cleared 
of  wood.     He  paid  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  forty  acres, 
through  which  the  creek  flows,  that  turns  his  mill,  on  account  of  the 
greater  value,  they  bear  for  this  reafon  ;  the  common  price  beirig'only  five 
{hillings  per  acre.     Land  newly  cleared  yields  here,  the  firft  year,  twenty 
bufliels  of  cdrhJ     Thlc  foil  is  good,  though  not  of  the  moft  excellent 
quality.     They  plough  the  land^  after  it  has  produced  three  or  four  crops, 
but  not  very  deep,  and  never  ufe  manure.     The  price  of  flour  is  twenty- 
two  fliillings  per  hundred  weight ;  that  of  wheat  from  feven  to  eight  fliil- 
lings  perbuuiel.     The  biilhcl  weighs  iixty-two  pounds  upon  an  average. 
I./abourers  are  fcarce,  and  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  fix  Ihillings  a  day.     '  •''^' 
^    RefpeAing  the  feeding  of  cattle,  the  winter  is  here  reckoned  at  five 
months  and  half,  and  near  the  lakes  often  at  fix  ;  on  the  mountains  it  is 
a  month  fhorter.     A  few  habitations  are  fcattered  over  this  diftridl. 
Wheat  is  here,  as  well  as  throughout  all  Upper  Canada,  generally  fbwn ; 
but  other  forts  of  grain  are  alfo  cultivated.     Wheat  and  rye  are  fown  in 
September ;  oats,  in  May ;  barley,  in  June ;  turnips,  in  July ;  and  po- 
tatoes, in  May.    The  hay  harveft  falls  between  the  1 0th  of  June  and  the 
10th  of  July.     Rye  is  generally  cut  about  the  beginning  of  July  ;  and 
wheat,  in  the  latter  days  of  the  fiime  month;   potatoes  and  turnips 
are  dug  up  in  October  and  November.     Grafs  is,  in  general,  mowed 
but  once.     Cultivated  meadows  arc  fbwn  with  timothy-grafs.      The 
cattle  are  fed,   in  winter,    with  hay;  which  is  kept  either  in  barns,  in 
Dutch  lofts*,  or  in  llacks>"  after  the  Engllfh  manner:    the  lafl  are  Very 

*  In  this  nelghbQUi'hpod,  as  \vell  as  thmugliout  all  the  nov);hern  parts  of  the  Union, 
they  call  a  thatched  roof  of  a  round,  fquare  or  polygonal  form,  which  refts  on  long  pofls, 
but  can  be  ralfed  or  lowered  at  pleafure,  a  Dutch  loft. — Author. 
S53«7t<|t?t  LI  2  badlv 
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badly  made.  Until  the  winter  fcts  in  with  great  reverityi^  the  cattle  are 
left  to  graze  in  the  woods ;  they  tell  us,  that  in  all  parts  of  Upper  Ca* 
nada,  the  fnow  lies  fcldom  deeper  than  two  feet.  The  whole  of  thei« 
phfervations  apply  alfo  to  the  cultivated  ground  near  L«ake  Ontario  an4 
Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Green,  who  has  a  very  numerous  family,  intends  to  bring  up  all 
his  Tons  t;o  farming,  and  to  build  for  each  of  them  a  .nilt*  either  on  thil 
or  on  a  neighbouring  creek.  He  grinds  the  corn  for  all  the  militaiy  pofti 
in  Upper  Canada ;  where  General  Simcoe  has  ordered  all  the  flour  of  a 
good  quality  to  be  purchafed,  which  ihall  be  ofllered  by  nuUerg  in  largev 
quantities  than  iix  bu^iels. 

The  road  from  Fortynoile-creek  to  the  extremity  of  the  lake,  v^hich 
we  travelled,  on  horfeback,  is  one  of  the  woril  we  have  hitherto  fc^  in 
America.  But  for  our  finding  now  and  then  ibme  trunks  of  trees  in  the 
fwampy  places,  we  ihould  not  have  been  able  to  difengage  ourielres  from 
the  morafs.  Along  the  road,  which  is  fi£ben  miles  in  )ength,  the  foil  js 
good ;  but  we  fcarcely  iaw  foux  plantatipi^  iOn  the  ]bank  of  the  lake.  At 
the  very  extremity  of  it,  ai^d  on  the  moft  fruitful  )(pil»  ^h^e  are  bu^  two 
iettlements. 

}  Turlington  Bay  bonders  on  Lake  Ontario.  This  b^y  is  live  miles 
in  length,  and  communicates  with  the  lake  hj\  a  ftreight  £xty  yiardu 
wide;  but  this  communication  is  intcrmpted  by  fand.'b^nksr,  whichi  iH: 
the  extremity  of  the  lake*  form  a  bar,  tl^e  bafe  of  which  pr^<^  nearly 
half  a  mile  into  the  lake.  This  fole  paflage  excepted,  the  bay  is  ieparated 
from  the  lake  by  an  iflhmus,  from  to  two  to  four  hundred  yards  broad* 
At  the  point,  wdiere  this  iAhmus  begins  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the 
lake,  the  unnavigable  tra^  is  about  fifty  feet  in  width.  Small  veflelsi 
are  worked  up  into  a  fmall  creek  in  the  bay  ;,  whence  they  proceed  with» 
out  any  impediment  to  any  other  part  within  its  extent.  The  moun-^ 
tains,  which  near  Fortymile-creek  reach  clofe  to  the  lake,  but  afterwards 
recede  to  the  diilance  of  five  or  fix  miles,  approach  it  again  at  the  ext^e* 
mity  of  Burlington  Bay.  Their  colour,  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  in- 
tervening foil  between  them  and  the  lake,  affords  ground  to  fiippofe,  that 
they  once  formed  its  borders,  and  that  the  tra(^  of  ground,  which  now 
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fepantes  them  from  its  prerent  bed,  and  which  is  covered  with  very  old 
and  beautiful  trees,  has  been  formed  by  alluvia  from  the  waters  of  the 
lake.  This  range  of  mountains,  after  having  formed  an  opcninfr, 
through  which  a  pretty  confiderable  river  empties  itfclf  into  the  bay,  re- 
join, bound  the  lake  for  about  a  fourth  part  of  its  length,  and  (Iretch 
thence  towards  Lake  Huron,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  they  divide  into 
different  branches,  the  farther  dircdlion  of  which  is  not  known.  The 
geographical  knowledge  of  this  country,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  courfi* 
of  the  rivers,  the  ihape  of  the  vallies,  and  the  diredion  of  the  chain 
of  mountains,  is  yet  very  imperfect.  Governor  Simcoe  is  aware  of  the 
ncccdity  of  its  being  enlarged  and  perfe<5led.  But,  in  a  newly  occupied 
country,  like  this,  the  number  of  objedis  neceiTary  to  be  attended  to  is 
tnunenfec-'^K; •".'    ■  .    i^*    ::--r  •■:>  yi-s-rv  hiS'^T.;'*'  '/  J.U ;.'.'. Off  »'. 

V  During  the  whole  of  our  excurilon  we  paiTed  through  woods,  copi- 
oufly  adorned  with  flowers  of  the  moft  exc^uiilte  hues  and  fragrance,  the 
names  of  which  we  could  not  learn.  The  numbers  of  fragrant  trees,  of 
a  fize  unknown  in  Europe,  was  equally  great.  ,  i '.!«;?'; r  i '  ,"^;  ?<>  i-t.  .un 
The  banks  of  the  lake  are  rather  unhealthy,  and  intermittent  fevers  are 
almoft  as  frequent  there,  as  in  the  diflriifl  of  Geneilbe.  But  few  furgeonS' 
redde  in  the  country  ;  they  are  not  fufibred  to  pradiic,  till  after  having 
undergone  an  examination  by  a  phyfician,  appointed  by  government. 
This  psevention,  which  may  prove  very  beneficial  in.  fiiture  times,  is  at 
prefent  of  no  avail.  For,  as  very  few  ^ply  for  leave  to  pradiife,  the  moft 
ignorant  are  admitted  without  difficulty,  if  they  will  only  prefent  thcm-- 
felves  for  admiffion.  *  -  >  ^     .  vsi  i''    »  >     '     ?  -'i'-  '-  '<■  --       ai" 

.  By  one  of  them  I  was  informed,  that  the  inferior  clafles  of  the  inha^- 
bitants  dread  their  advice  in  intermittent  fevers,  becaufe  they  always  pre*- 
fcribe  bark  ;  and  that  poor  people,  inflead.  of  following  their  advice,  have 
recourfe  to  a  fort  of  magic  charm,  in  which  univcrfjd  confidence  is  placed 
in  this  country.  If  feized  with  the  ague,  they  go  into  the  forefl,  fearch 
out  a  branch  of  an  elm  or  fafTafras,  of  the  laft  year's  growth  ;  fallen  to  this 
braiich,  without  breaking  it  off  the  tree,  a  thread,  which  muft  not  be 
quite  new;  tie  as  many  knots,  as  they  think  they  Ihall  have  fits  of  the 

>.■>,•...  .    '    ^_  ,.'-..,•  .  -  K<  ..   I        fever;-; 
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l'c\  cr ;  and  then  return  liome,  pertcJlly  convinced,  that  they  lluiU  not  ex- 
perience more  fits,  than  they  liave  Ixjiind  thcmfclvcs  to  fuilain,  by  the 
number  ot*  knots  they  have  tied.  The  firil  difcovercrs  of  this  arcanum  ufcd 
to  make  lb  few  knots,  that  the  ague  would  trcquently  difappoint  their 
hopes,  but  they  who  at  prelent  pradife  this  lupcrftition  tic  fo  many,  that 
the  febrile  matter  is  generally  carried  off,  before  the  number  of  fits  comes 
up  to  that  of  the  knots. 

A  tour  along  the  banks  of  the  lake  is  extremely  pleafant ;  the  profpe«fl 
of  this  vaft  fhcet  of  water  is  majellic,  and  the  traces  of  culture,  which  up- 
on the  whole  has  been  commenced  on  the  bed  principles,  offer  a  picture, 
on  which  both  the  eye  and  the  mind  dwell  with  equal  pleafure.  The 
Governor  is  a  worthy  man,  amiable  and  plain.  The  company  was  agree- 
able, and  we  enjoyed  every  convenience,  which  can  be  expedled  on  a 
journey  of  this  kind.  And  yet,  during  the  whole  time  of  our  refidence 
in  Naryhall,  where  he,  as  well  as  every  one  belonging  to  him,  loaded  us 
with  civilities,  in  a  manner  the  mod  agreeable,  I  did  not  experience  one 
moment  of  true  happincfs,  and  real  untainted  enjoyment. 

I  am  at  a  lefs  to  account  to  myfelf  for  the  various  perceptions,  which 
preiTed  upon  my  mind,  and  prevented  my  feelings  from  being  entirely  ab- 
forbed  by  gratitude,  and  by  the  pleafing  fenfations,  it  naturally  produces. 
I  love  the  Engliih  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Frenchman  ;  I  have  been 
conftantly  well  treated  by  the  Engliih ;  I  have  friends  among  them ;  I 
acknowledge  the  many  great  qualities  and  advantages  which  they  poflefs. 
I  dcteft  the  horrid  crimes,  which  (lain  the  French  revolution,  and  which 
dcftroycd  fo  many  objefts  of  my  love  and  efteem ;  I  am  banilhcd  from 
France  ;  my  eftates  are  confifcated ;  by  the  government  of  my  country  I 
am  treated  as  a  criminal  or  corrupt  citizen  ;  fevered  from  all  I  held  dear, 
1  have  been  reduced  to  extreme,  inexprefTible  mifery,  by  Robefpierrc,  and 
the  reft  of  the  ruffians,  whom  my  countrymen  have  fufFered  to  become 
their  tyrants;  nor  axe  my  misfortunes  yet  confummated — and  yet,  the 
love  of  my  country,  this  innate  feeling,  now  fo  pain^l  to  me,  fo  clafhing 
with  my  prefent  fituation,  holds  an  abfolute  fvvay  over  my  foul,  and  pur- 
flips  mc  here  more  clofely,  than  elfewherej   This  Englifli  flag,  under 
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which  lam  fiiiling  over  lakes  where  the  French  flag  was  fo  long  liif- 
phiycd ;  thcfc  torts,  tiicfc  gum,  the  f\)o\U  of  France,  this  conllant,  obvl-  . 
ous  proof  of  our  former  wcaknefs  and  of  our  misfortunes,  give  me  pain, 
pcipl<^x  and  overpower  me  to  a  degree,  which  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  explain. 
The  luccdfs,  laft  year,  obtained  by  Lord  Howe,  which  the  Englilh  men- 
ii{,n  with  more  fmnkneis,  bccaufc  they  fuppofc  our  intereft  to  be  inti- 
mately '  onneded  with  theirs ;  the  eagcrncl's  they  difplay  in  announcing 
new  defeats  of  the  Fri;nch,  the  accounts  of  which  are  prefaced  by  the  af- 
furancc,  that  Englifli  triumphs  and  exertion  Ihall  rcinftatc  us  in  the  pof- 
fcffionof  our  eftatcs,  and  followed  with  congratulations;  all  thcfc  com- 
mon topics  of  converfation,  which  our  guefts  fecm  to  introduce  with  the 
beft  intention,  prove  more  painful  to  my  feelings,  as  I  am  neceilitated  to 
hide  my  thoughts,  left  I  fliould  be  deemed  a  fool  by  the  few,  in  whofc 
eyes  1  am  no  Jacobin,  no  Robcfpierrian,  and  bccaufc  I  am,  as  it  were,  at 
crofs  purpofes  with  myfelf.     And  yet  it  is  a  fentiment  rooted,  deeply 
rooted  in  my  foul,  that  I  would  continue  poor  and  banifhed,  nil  the  days 
of  my  life,  rather  than  owe  my  re/ioratlon  to  my  country  and  my  cjtatcs,  to 
the  influence  of  foreign  powers,  and  to  Briti/h  pride.     I  hear  of  no  defeat 
of  the  French  armies,  without  grief,  or  of  any  of  their  triumphs,  with- 
out my  felf-love  being  gratified  to  a  degree,  which  at  times  1  take  not 
fufficient  care  to  conceal*.     And  yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  feelings, 
the  confcflion  of  which  may  appear  ridiculous  in  my  prefent  fituation,  I 
cannot  difcern  the  period,  when  anarchy  Ihall  ceafe  in  my  ill-fated  coun- 
try, and  liberty,  regulated  by  wife  and  efficient  laws,  afford  happinefs  at 
leaft  to  thofc,  who  arc  not  banilhcd ;  when  France  (hall  reft  her  glory  on 
a  fafe  and  lafting  foundation. 

1  do  not  know,  whether  thofe  of  my  friends,  who  (hall  read  thcfe  lines, 
>\ill  underftand  my  misaning  ;  and  whether  they  will  be  more  able,  than 

*  THefe  "  Conftjfions  d*un  EmigrS,"  which  ingenuoiifly  cxprcfs  tlie  true  fcntiments  of 
a  very  confiderable  part. of  the  emigrated  French  nobility  and  gentry,  are  not,  it  feenis. 
Vinvrortliy  of  the  notice  of  foveign  powers,  and  efpecially  of  our  government.  A  Frencii 
emigrant,  who  a£lcd  in  the  Weft  Indies  as  field-officer  in  the  Britilh  fcrvicc,  regretted, 
that  the  '•/i<it'z7/fl«fA/rj"  was  not  waving  at  the  m«ift-hei;d  of  the  vcflel,  on  board  ot 
whith^ht  was  going  to  combat  the  French.-?  r««/7.  ""'^'...fJi;.;^-^.-'.  <o  .5..  •  •■. 
iJitB:  •    '  <      '  T  am, 
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[  am.  to  reconcile  thcfc  apparently  incongruous  feelings  and  perceptions. 
I  ha\e  here  thrown  them  together,  as  I  felt  and  conceived  them. 
-^  In  addition  to  the  ciWlitics  offered  here  to  our  fmall  company,  Du- 
petitth^uai's  experienced  one  of  a  peculiar  complexion,  confiding  in  an 
offer  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada,  made  by  Major  Sev\rard,  who,  without 
cxprcfsly  dating,  that  he  was  authorifed  by  the  Governor  to  propofe  this 
offer,  at  lead  hinted  fomethiftg  to  that  effcdl.  The  polite,  yet  peremp- 
tory anft\'cr,  returned  byDupetitthouars,  at  once  ended  the  bufmefs. 

The  tade  for  netvs  is  not  by  far  fo  prevalent  in  Upper  Canada  as  in 
the  United  States.  =Only  one  ncwfpapcr  is  printed  in  Newark  ;  and  but 
for  the  fupport  granted  by  government,  not  the  fourth  part  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  proprietor  would  be  refunded  by  the  fale  of  his  papers.  It  is 
a  Ihort  abdrad  of  the  newfpapcrs  t»f  New  York  and  Albany,  accommo- 
6lLtcd  to  the  principles  of  the  Go'-cmor^  with  an  epitome  of  the  Quebec 
Gazette.  In  the  front  and  back  of  the  paper  arc  advertifements.  It  is  a 
weekly  paper ;  but  very  few  copies  are  fent  to  fort  Erie  and  Detroit. 
The  newfpapfcr  prefs  alio  fervcs  for  printing  the  aAs  of  the  Legiflaturc, 
and  the  notices  and  orders  ifliicd  by  the  Governor  ;  and  this  is  its  princi- 
pal ufe.  In  point  of  news,  the  iituation  at  Niagara  is  by  no  means  con- 
venient, efpecially  in  time  of  war. 

The  Englifh  fliips  are  not  yet  arrived  from  Quebec,  and  this  day  is  the 
tfixth  of  July.  The  intelligence,  which  reached  Philadelphia  about  the 
time  of  our  departure,  has  butjud  been  received  at  Niagara.  They  tell 
lis,  that  they  know  nothing,  but  what  they  have  learned  direAly  from 
England.  What  little  information  vvne  have  been  able  to  colledl  from 
different  quarters,  concerning  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  which 
we  could  only  now  and  then  obtain,  as  we  ihould  otherwifc  have  given 
offence  by  too  much  inquiiitivencfs  on  this  head,  coincides  in  reprcfent- 
ing  the  nation  at  large  as  defirous  of  tranquillity  and  peace.  But  the 
American  loyalids,  who  have  a<5lually  fuffered  by  the  war,  dill  harbour 
enmity  and  hatred  againd  their  native  land  and  countrymen.  Thcfe  fen- 
timents however  are  daily  decreafmg,  and  are  not  Ihared  by  the  far  greater 
number  of  emigrants,  who  arrive  from  the  United  States,  Nova  Scotia, 

and 
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and  New  Bninfwick.  There  are  mal- contents  .in  this  cpuntjy ;  but  their 
number  is  fmall.  Several  new  fettlers,  who  migi^te  into  this  pro- 
vince from  the  United  States,  falfely  prqfcfs  an  attachment  Ijo  dje  Britifli 
Monarch,  and  curfe  the  government  of  the  Union,  for  the  mere  purpofe 
of  thus  wheedling  themfelves  into  the  poiTeiTioi^  of  lands.  The  high 
price  of  provilion,  the  prohibition  of  a  commercial  intcrcourfe,  and  the 
protraded  delivery  of  the  deeds,  by  which  the  property  of  granted  lands 
is  conveyed  to  the  occupiers,  form,  indeed,  grounds  of  much  difcontent ; 
but  this  is  by  no  means  of  a  nature  to  caufe  uneafmeis  to  the  government, 
which  feems  even  to  doubt  its  exiftence,  though,  in  cafe  of  a  war  with 
the  United  States,  it  might  render  its  fituation  extremely  critical. 

The  Epifcopal  is  the  eftablilhed  religion  in  Upper  Canada.  In  De- 
troit, however,  half  of  the  inhabitants  are  Roman  Catholics  ;  and  (bme 
families  of  Quakers,  Baptifts,  and  Dunkcrs,  are  fcattered  through  the 
province,  though  in  fmall  numbers.  • 

A  feventh  part  of  the  lands  is  allotted  to  the  fupport  of  the  Protcftaftt 
clergy.  For  the  Roman  Cathdlic  fervice  nothing  is^  paid,  except  in  De- 
troit. No  church  has  yet  been  built,  even  in  Newark.  In  the  fame 
halls,  where  the  Legiflatlve  and  Executive  Councils  hold  their  fittings, 
jugglers  would  be  permitted  to  difplay  their  tricks,  if  any  fhould  ever  ftray 
to  this  remote  country.  Our  laft  excurfion  in  the  environs  of  NaVyhall 
brought  us  by  Qucenftown  to  one  of  the  Tufcarora  villages,  which  fcands 
on  the  Indian  territory,  four  miles  from  Naryhall.  One  of  the  roads, 
which  lead  thither,  paffes  over  mountains,  that  border  upon  the  falls.  This 
road  affords  fome  intcrefting  profpeds,  flich  as  precipices,  dreary  recefles, 
wild  romantic  fcenes  as  far  as  the  mountains  projeft  over  the  river,  dill 
hemmed  in  between  this  double  range  of  high  rocks.  They  become 
truly  admirable  where  the  mountains  flopc  towards  the  plain,  which 
feparates  them  from  the  banks  of  the  lake  ;  this  whole  plain,  Fort  Nia- 
gara, the  bank  of  the  lake,  the  lake  itfelf,  nay,  a  part  of  the  oppofite 
bwnk,  burfting  at  once  on  your  view.  The  foil  feems  every  where  to  be 
of  a  good  qiialit}' .  ,,  ! 
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This  Tufcarora  viHage  has  as  dirty  and  mean  an  appearance  as  all  the 
othtr  village^  we  have  hitherto  Teen ;  but  the  inhabitants,  being  informed 
of  thfc  interided  vifit  of  the  Governor,  had  painted  themfelves  with  the 
tititnoft  cart,  and  were  dreflcd  in  their  moft  faihionable  ftyle.  They  fan- 
tied  he  came  to  hold  an  aflembly.  A  booth,  covered  with  green  branches, 
htiote  the  door  of  the  habitation  of  the  chieftain,  on  which  the  Englifli 
flag  was  waving,  was  the  place  iingled  out  for  the  cxpeded  folemnity. 
The  inhabitants  were  rather  difappointed,  when  they  learned  from  the 
Goveifhor,  that  he  came  with  no  other  view  but  to  pay  them  a  viiit.  He 
fat  down  in  the  booth.  The  Indians  were  feated  on  benches  placed  in 
a  femi-circular  form,  and  fmoaked  tobacco.  As  many  of  the  young  men 
as  could  find  room  fat  at  the  end,  or  flood  leaning  on  the  rails.  General 
l^imcoe  and  ourfelves  were  in  the  centre  of  the  femi-circle ;  women  and 
children  were  kept  at  a  diftance. 

Paterson,  an  American  by  birth,  whom  the  Indians  took  prifoner 
at  the  age  often  ye^s  {he  is  now  twenty-five)  aded  as  interpreter  to  the 
Governor.  All  his  fpeeches,  like  every  difcourfe  of  the  Englilh  agents 
addefled  to  the  Indians,  turned  on  the  fame  fubj€<5l.  He  told  them  alio, 
at  this  time,  that  the  Yankees  were  brooding  over  fbme  evil  defign  agalnft 
Ch6tti ;  that  they  had  no  other  obje<^  in  view  but  to  rob  them  of  their 

'  lands ;  and  that  their  good  Father  (King  George)  was  the  true  friend  of 

their  nation^:  He  alfo  repeated,  that  the  maize-thief  (T P ) 

was  a  rogue  and  a  liar.  ,         " 

'  His  Ipeech,.  however,  met  not  with  much  applaufe  on  the  part  of  the 
Tufcaroras.  The  Seneca- Indians  had  called  here  a  week  before,  on  their 
way  to  Naryhall,  and  told  them,  that  they  were  going  to  the  Governor, 
without  entering  into  any  particulars  refpeAing  the  objeA  of  their  viiit. 
This  circumilance  led  the  Tufcaroras  to  conclude,  that  fomething  very 
important  was  in  negociation  between  the  Senecas  and  the  Grovernor, 
probably  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  their  nation ;  for  miilruil,  fufpiciony 
and  appreheniions,  form  the  prominent  features  of  the  policy  of  the  In- 
dians ;  and  it  muil  be  confeiTcd,  that  this  way  of  thinking  is  a  very  natu- 
ral conicquence  of  the  condud  of  the  coloniils  towards  them. 
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The  Governor  difclaimed  all  particular  negoclations  with  the  Senecas ; 
and,  in  order  to  divert  them  from  this  opinion,  made  ufe  of  all  the  com- 
pliments and  aiTurances,  which  he  thought  any  way  fitted  to  flatter  thciv 
vanity,  or  allay  their  fears.  He  again  told  them  of  the  Yankees,  of  the 
maize-thief,  and  of  Kin[;  George  ;  but  all  this  did  not  fatisfy  them.  His 
promife  of  granting  them  lands  in  Canada,  if  the  Yankees  ihould  drive 
them  from  their  homes,  made  no  deeper  impreflion ;  nothing  could 
brighten  that  cold,  nay  gloomy  countenance,  which  they  generally  pre- 
ferve  while  they  are  treating  on  bufmefs.  The  extreme  care,  which  they 
employ  to  conceal  their  impreflions  on  fimilar  occafions,  may  either  b^ 
tiiS  effect  of  a  iludied  dillimulation,  the  neceflity  of  which  they  m^ 
have  learned  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  colonifts,  or  merely  the  reful^ 
of  charafter  and  habit.  This  anecdote,  however  trifling  in  itfelf,  ihew^ 
how  eafily  the  jealoufy  between  the  different  Indian  nations  is.  rouied ; 
a  difpofition  which,  like  all  the  other  foibles  of  the  Indians,  both  the 

'  Englifh  and  the  Americans  turn  to  their  advantage. 

There  arc  few  Indian  villages,  where  fome  perfons  of  European  defcent^ 
have  not  fettled,  who  generally  enjoy  a  conflderable  fliare  of  influence 
over  the  tribe.     They  are  commonly  people  of  a  very  indiflerent  chajrac* 

•  ter,  attraded  by  the  idle,  extravagant,  and  drunken  habits  of  the  Indians. 
It  is  a  general  remark,  that  the  whites,  who  refide  among  them,  are  ex- 
^emely  vicious,  cruel,  and  covetous,  and  the  very  word  huibands  and 
fajthers. 

Intermitting  fevers  arc  very  frequent  in  this  village.  The  Indians  tre- 
qucntly  take  the  advice  of  the  phyfician,  whom  the  ^nglifli  government 
appoints,  and  pays  on  their  account ;  but  they,  far  more  frequently,  take 
draughts,  which  they  prepare  them.felves  from  the  juice  of  herbs.  Al- 
though the  neighbourhood  is  much  ii^fc^ed  with  rattle- fnakes,  yet  none 
\  of  the  prcfent  inhabitants  of  this  village  were  ever  bitten  by  them.  Their 
remedy,  in  this  cafe,  would  confill  of  fait  and  water,  whicli  they  think 
infallible,  and  fully  fvjflieient  to  effed  a  cure.  > 

We  met  on  thk  ^xcmii<9i  an  Americai;i  family,  w)ioi,  with  fomc  p*en, 

'^(gowf,  and  (heep,  were  emigrating  tp  Canada.    **  W)?,come,"  laid. they. 
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to  the  Governor,"  whom  they  did  not  know,  "  to  fee  whether  he 
\vill  give  us  liJld."  '-'**  Aye,  Aye/'  the  Governor  replied,  '^  you  are  tired 
of  the  federal  government ;  you  like  not  any  longer  to  h>vc  fo  many 
kings ;  you  wi(h  agkin  for  your  old  father,"  (it  is  thus  the  Governor  calls 
th^  Britifli  Monarch  when  he  fpeaks  with  Americans)  ;  **  you  are  pcr- 
fc<ftly  right ;  come  along,  we  love  fuch  good  royalifts  as  you  are,  we  will 
give  you  larid."   - '  '       j      ; 

On  our  returA  frorti  Queenftown  we  defcended  in  the  Governor's  boat 
the  noble  river  Niagara,  the  banks  of  which  imagination  delights  to  fancy 
covered  with  inhabitants,  and  reclaimed  by  culture  from  their  prefent 
wild  ftate,  and  views  rich  and  charming  landfcapes  ;  but  this  richnefs, 
and  thefe  charms,  will  probably  yet,  tor  a:  confiderable  time,  enchant  the 
eye  of  fancy  alone.  /milv  ■        i 

'  Dtarmg  our  refidence  in  Naryhall,  Meflrs.  Dupetitthouars  and  Guille- 
mard  took  the  opportunity  of  the  return  of  a  gun-boat,  and  made  an  ex- 
curfion  to  York.  Indolencej  politenefs  to  the  Governor,  and  the  convic- 
iion  that  I  fhould  meet  with  nothing  remarkable  in  that  place,  united  to 
drflnade  me  from  this  journey.  My  friends  informed  me  on  their  return, 
that  Ais  town,  which  the  Governor  had  fixed  upon  as  the  capital  of 
Upper  Canada,  before  he  thought  of  building  a  capital  on  the  Thames, 
has  a  fine  cxtenfive  road,  detached  from  the  lake  by  a  neck  of  land  of  un- 
equal breadth,  being  in  fbme  places  a  mile,  in  others  only  fix  fcore  yards 
broad  ;  that  the  entrance  of  this  road  is  about  a  mile  in  width  ;  that  in 
therhiddle  of  it  is  a  flioal  orfand-bank,  the  narrows  on  each  fide  of  which 
may  be  eafily  defended-by  works  ere^ed  on  the  two  points  of  land  at 
the  entrance,  where  two  block-houfes  have  already  been  conftru<fted ; 
that  this  is  two  miles  «nd  half  Icfiitg,  and  a  mile  wide  ;  and  that  the 
elevation  of  the  (hore  greatly -facilitates  its  defence  by  fortifications  to  be 
thrown  up  on  the  moft  convenient  points. 

'*  Governor  Stmcoe  intends  to  make  York  the  centre  o(  the  navail  force 
on  Lake  Ontario.     Only  four  gun-boats  are,  at  prefent,  on  this  lake;, 
two  of  which  are  conflantly  employed  in  •  trarifporting  merchandize ; 
the  oth«:r  two,  which  alone  are  fit  to  carry  troops  ^nd  guns,  and  have 
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oars  and  falls,  are  lying  under  fhelter  until  an  occafion  occurs  to  con- 
vert thcmto  their  intended  purpofc.  It  is  the  Governor's  intention  to 
build  ten  fimilar  gun-boats  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  ten  on  Lake  Erie. 
The  ihip- carpenters,  who  conftru<!il  them*,  refide  in  the  United  States, 
and  return  home  every  winter. 

.  There  have  not  been  more  than  twelve  houfes  hitherto  built  in  York. 
They  ftand  on  the  bay  near  the  River  Diin.  The  inhabitants  do  not 
polTefs  the  faireft  chara<5ler.  One  of  them  is  the  noted  Baty,  the  leader 
of  the  German  families,  who,  according  to  the  aflertion  of  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon,  were  decoyed  away  by  the  Englifli,  to  injure  and  obftruft  the 
profperity  of  his  fcttlement. 

'  Notwithftanding  the  navigation  of  this  river,  there  is  a  portage  of 
thirty  miles  between  York  and  Lake  Simcoe,  by  which  the  merchandize, 
that  comes  from  Lake  Huron,  might  reach  that  place  in  a  ftraighter  line. 
The  barracks,  which  are  occupied  by  the  Governor's  regiment,  ftand  on 
the  road,  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  near  the  lake  ;  defertion,  I  am 
told,  is  very  frequent  among  the  fbldiers.  ««  t>v!^ii;-'::-:y-rv*^'  / 

In  a  circumference  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  the  Indians  are  the 
only  neighbours  of  York.  They  belong  to  the  tribe  of  the  Mlflaflbgas. 
1  fhall  here  obferve,  that  all,  who  have  vifited  the  Indians  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, afFure  us,  that  Father  Charlevoix  has  delineated  their  manners 
with  the  fame  exa<ftnefs  and  truth,  which  he  has  in  general  difplayed  in 
the  defcription  of  the  countries  he  traverfed. 

After  a  refidence  of  eighteen  days  at  ^a^yhall,  we  took  leave  of  the 
Governor  on  Friday  the  1 0th  of  July.  Ac  wifhed  us  to  ftay  a  little 
longer;  but  Lord  Dorchester's  anfwer  had  probably  reached  Kingf- 
ton  by  this  time  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  Governor's  true  politenefs 
and  generous  hofpitality,  we  were  not  entirely  free  from  apprchenfions  of 
incommoding  him. 

-'  I  hope  that  he  has  been  as  fatisfied  with  the  fincerlty  and  franknefs  of 
Mr.  Dupetitthouars  and  myfelf,  as  we  were  with  his  kindnefs.  As  to 
Mr.  Gxiillemard,  I  make  no  mention  of  him,  fmce,  he  being  an  Englifh- 
man,  hb  fituation  is  altogether  different  from  ours.  We  enjoyed  in  the 
p^tj  ,  General's 
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OeneraVs  houie  the  moil  perfeA  freedom  of  opinion*  which  a  man  of  hi* 
diilinguilhed  talents  will  always  cheriili,  and  but  for  which  we  ihould 
not  have  been  able  to  continue  fo  long  at  Naryhall  as  we  did. 

Every  thing  we  have  feen  and  heard  in  this  part  of  Upper  Canada 
renders  it,  in  our  judgment,  extremely  probable,  that  her  dependance  on 
England  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  The  fpirit  of  independance, 
which  prevails  in  the  United  States,  has  already  gained  ground  in  this 
province,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  much  encreafed  by  a  more  immediate 
connexion  with  the  United  States.  The  comparifon  drawn  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Upper  Canada,  between  the  price  of  commodities  fubje6l  to 
Englifli  duties  and  cuftoms,  and  the  value  of  the  fame  articles  on  the 
oppofitc  Ihore,  will  be  a  fufficient  fource  of  envy  and  difcontent.  The 
navigation  being  carried  on  by  both  countries  on  the  fame  lakes  and 
canals,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  prevent  the  contraband-trade ;  and  this 
cannot  but  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain,  at  Icail  according  to 
the  fyftem,  by  which  flie  is  guided  in  the  government  of  her  colonies. 
This  contraband-trade  will  be  a  conftant  objeA  of  diljpute  between  the 
two  ftates,  and  will  furnifh  the  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  with  fufficient 
pretences  for  commencing  and  promoting  a  war.  But,  a  conteft,  the 
natural  confequence  of  which  would  be  an  incrqafe  of  the  price  of  pro- 
vifion  in  Canada  far  above  what  it  would  bear  in  the  United  States, 
could  not  be  a  popular  war.  It  would  be  a  repetition  of  the  American 
War  of  the  Stamp-ad:,  and  of  the  Tea-tax,  and  would  probably  be  at- 
tended with  the  fp.me  confequenccs. 

The  natural  order  of  things  at  this  moment,  and  the  univerfal  difpo- 
fition  of  nations,  announce  the  feparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain 
as  an  event,  which  cannot  fail  to  take  place.  I  know  nothing,  that  can 
prevent  it.  By  great  profperity  and  glory,  by  fignal  fuccefl'es  in  her  wars, 
and  by  undifturbed  tranquillity  at  home.  Great  Britain  may  be  able  to 
maintain  her  power  over  this  country,  as  long  as  confiderablc  fums  Ihall 
be  expended  to  promote  its  population  and  profperity ;  as  long  as  it  lliall 
enjoy  the  moil  complete  exemption  from  all  the  tax.:s  and  burthens  of 
the  mother  country  ;  in  fine,  as  long  as  a  mild  government,  by  refources 
:'it*ifet        '        -'    '  -  -v'-  t -^   •'■■■  prompt 
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jSrompt  and  well  applied,  by  ufeful  public  eftablifliments,  not  yet  exiil* 
iilg,  and  by  encouragements  held  out  to  all  claiTes  and  dcfcriptions  of 
citizens,  iliall  convince  a  people  already  invited  and  qualified  by  a  wife 
conftitution  to  enjoy  all  the  blcflings  of  liberty,  of  the  advantages  of  a  mo- 
narchical government,  which  in  its  benevolent  projc<^i  unites  vvifdom  of 
conception  with  rapidity  of  execution.  ^^"      '»'  *»tt.?f..»r^ 

But  thefe  conditions  are  and  will  hardly  be  fulfilled.  In  our  time,  per- 
haps fbon,  Great  Britain  w  ill  lofe  this  bright  jewel  of  her  crown.*  In 
regard  to  Canada,  (he  will  experience  the  fame  fate,  as  Ihe  is  likely  to 
ihare,  fooner  or  later,  refpefting  her  poflTeflions  in  India ;  as  will  befall 
Spain  in  refpcdl  to  her  Florida  and  Mexico,  Portugal  in  regard  to  her 
Brafil,  in  fhort  all  European  powders,  rcfpedting  fuch  of  their  colonies  at 
lead,  as  they  poflfe(s  on  the  continents,  unlefs,  enlightened  by  experience, 
they  (hall  fpeedily  change  the  colonial  form  of  government.  .^^^ 

Before  I  clofe  the  article  of  Niagara,  I  muft  make  particular  mention 
of  the  civility  fticwn  us  by  Major  Littlehales,  adjutant  and  firft  fe- 
crctary  to  the  Governor  ;  a  well-bred,  mild,  and  amiable  man,  who  has 
the  charge  of  the  whole  correfpondence  of  government,  and  acquits  him- 
felf  with  peculiar  ability  alid  application.  Major  Littlehales  appeared  to 
poflefs  the  confidence  of  the  country.  This  is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe, 
with  men  in  place  and  power  ;  but  his  worth,  politenefs,  prudence,  and 
judgment,  give  this  officer  peculiar  claims  to  the  confidence  and  refped:, 
which  he  univerfally  enjoys.      ■■*'"'    _  ».*    r  t':^»'f  a  <ufl  i<«  .1     >-i.  ^-,- 

Wc  embarked  for  Kingfton  on  board  the  Onondago,  one  of  the  cut- 
ters, which  compofe  the  naval  force  on  the  lake.  This  cutter  is  pierced 
for  twelve  fix-poundcrs,  but  carries  only  fix  in  time  of  peace.     When 

Jemf^-  ■Fi.'ST.s^,?    f^r-^K*.   ..^^i    mQ^  ^.„i^m^P-r:  r  «>'.."  it '/-lii?  j:;/}i3  '(t^.   ■'■j:!/    'Ki    .  ) 

' .  *  Readers,  endowed  witlj  a  larger  rtiare  of  political  fagacity,  than  the  author  difplays 
throughout  the  whole  train  of  arguments,  on  which  he  grounds  this  difmal  prefage,  v.  ill 
probably  incline  to  believe  the  predicted  revolution  in  Canada  not  quite  fo  near  at  hand, 
as  it  appears  to  the  Duke,  who  feems  not  to  recolleft,  that  the  Britifh  government,  by 
fubflituting,  as  he  himfelf  calls  it,  "  a  wife  conftitution"  in  the  ftead  of  the  ancient 
conftitutional  form  of  Canada,  has  adopted  the  very  means,  to  prevent  her  lofs, 
which  at  the  clofe  of  his  obfervations  on  this  fubjeft,  he  advifes  as  the  only  preventive 
of  fuch  a  calami t v. — Tranjlat«r. 
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thefc  veiTels  are  not  laden  with  (lores  for  the  King's  fervicc,  they  arc 
freighted  with  merchandize,  for  which  the  merchants  either  pay  freight, 
or  engage  to  tranfport  in  their  bottoms  an  equal  quantity  of  the  King's 
ilores. 

The  Onondago  is  of  eighty  tons  burthen.  On  this  occafion,  Ihe  had 
two  detachments  on  board;  one  of  the  fifth  regiment,  deftined  for 
Kingfton  to  bring  money,  and  another  of  the  Queen's  rangers,  to  receive 
at  Montreal  new  cloathing  for  the  regiment.  There  were,  befides,  forty- 
^.  one  Canadians  on  board,  who  had  conducted  ten  vefTels  for  the  King's 
lervice  from  Montreal  to  Niagara.  The  cabin-paffcngers  were,  Mr. 
Richard,  Mr.  Seward,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Bellew, 
who  commanded  the  detachment  of  the  fifth  regiment,  which  was  go- 
ing to  fetch  money,  Mr.  Hill,  another  officer  of  the  fame  regiment, 
who  was  ill,  and  was  going  to  Kingfton  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
Mr.  Lemoime,  an  officer  of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  quartered  in  Kingf- 
ton, and  our  party. 

The  wind  was  tolerably  fair  during  our  pafTage ;  this  is  generally  ac- 
compliihed  in  thirty-fix  hours  ;  at  times  in  fixteen ;  but  it  took  us  forty- 
eight  hours.  Dead  calms  are  frequent,  efpecially  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  lafl:  fometimes  five  days.  Scarcely  any  motion  was  observable  on  the 
waters  of  the  lake.  This  paflage,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long, 
offers  no  interefi:ing  objeds ;  the  coaft  lOon  difappears  from  your  view, 
efpecially  in  hot  weather,  when  the  horizon  is  clouded  with  vapours,  as 
when  we  failed.  Duck's  Ifiands  form,  to  fpeak  generally,  the  only  trifling 
danger  on  this  paflage.  They  arc  three  in  number,  lying  in  a  line ;  there 
is  no  paffage  for  fliips  either  between  the  coafl:  and  the  illand  on  the  left, 
or  between  this  and  the  middle  ifland,  on  account  of  the  rocks  under 
the  water,  on  which  ihips  would  unavoidably  be  lofl:.  You  muft  pafs 
between  the  middle  ifland  and  that  on  the  right,  where  the  water  is  from 
four  to  five  miles  in  width,  and  fufficiently  deep  to  afford  a  fafc  naviga- 
tion. The  only  danger,  to  be  here  encountered,  might  arife  from  a  fud- 
den  gufl:  of  wind,  Springing  up  the  moment,  you  approach  the  iflands 
and  driving  the  fliip  into  one  of  the  dangerous  channels.  To  the  hefl:  of 
i.,..,  •  »ny 
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my  knowledge,  but  one  ftiipwreck  has  happened  here,  within  the  me- 
mory of  man  ;  but  no  veilel  ventures  near  the  iflands  by  night,  except 
when  the  weather  is  pcrtedly  tail*  and  clear.  A  more  common  and  more 
real  danger  arilcs  trom  the  ftorms,  which  frequently  on  a  fuddcn  arifc  on 
the  lake,  render  it  even  more  boiftcrous  than  the  fea,  and  caufe  the  lliips 
to  labour  and  ibain  more  fcvercly,  on  account  of  the  fhortncfs  of  the 
waves,  bounded  by  the  fmall  extent  of  the  waters.  The  Ihips  are  then 
in  conllant  danger  of  being  driven  on  Ihorc,  and  would  hardly  be  able  to 
avoid  it,  if  the  ftorms  lulled  longer.  But  they  generally  continue  only 
for  a  fliort  time,  efpecially  in  fummer,  and  the  clearing  up  of  the  wea- 
ther is  as  fudden  as  was  the  coming  on  of  the  Itorms.  They  are,  properly 
fpeaking,  only  violent  gales  of  wind,  which  in  autumn  frequently 
blow  two  days  together,  and  fucceed  each  other  very  rapidly.  Five 
or  fix  years  ago,  a  Ihip  was  loft,  with  every  hand  on  board,  and  itiftances 
of  this  kind  are  faid  not  to  be  uncommon  at  that  time  of  the  year. 
From  November  until  April,  the  navigation  is  entirely  difcontinued  on 

the  lake.      >ti\  l3-*.r  :.i->  •'.■'■jr*sr:  ■>■•  :  'An'-l  ••'/    ^i  .'.    '  •    ■  .K  O"''"^''^'.' t 

During  our  paiTage,  Lieutenant  Earl,  who  commanded  the  cutter, 
and  almoft  all  our  fellow-paflcngcrs,  behaved  to  us,  in  the  moft  civil  and 
obliging  manner.  The  weather  was  very  warm,  and  had  been  fo  for 
the  laft  eight  or  ten  days.  The  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer 
ftood,  at  Naryhall,  frequently  at  ninety-two  ;  but  on  board  the  veflcl,  in 
the  cabin,  it  was  only  at  fixty-four.  It  is  lefs  the  intenfity  of  the  heat, 
than  its  peculiar  nature,  which  renders  it  altogether  intolerable ;  it  is 
fultry  and  clofe,  and  more  fo  by  night,  than  by  day,  when  it  is  Ibme- 
times  frefhcncd  by  a  breeze,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  the  night ;  the 
opening  of  the  windows  affords  no  relief;  you  do  not  pcrfpirc,  but  fed 
opprcflcd ;  you  refpire  with  difficulty ;  your  flecp  is  interrupted  and  / 
heavy ;  and  you  rife  more  fatigued,  than  v\  hen  you  lay  down  to  reft.   ^^ 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  we  had  a  detachment  of  tiic  fifth  rcgi* 
ment  on  board.     They  dreifed,  before  wc  arrived  at  Kingfton.     Eight  ; 
days  before  we  had  Icen  the  Indians  painting  their  eyes  with  lamp-black 
and  red-lead,  and  braiding  their  hair,  to  frx>  in  it  feathers  or  horfcs'  miines'i 

av  '  •  N  n  '  dvcd 
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d}cd  red  or  blue.  This  day  we  faw  European  foldiers  plallcring  tTicir 
luiir,  or  if  they  had  none,  their  heads,  with  a  thick  white  mortar,  which 
they  hiid  on  with  a  brulh,  and  afterwards  raked,  hke  a  garden-bed,  with, 
an  iron  comb  ;  and  then  fattening  on  their  head  a  piece  of  wood,  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  ihaped  like  the  bottom  of  an  artichoke, 
to  make  a  cadogan,  which  they  filled  with  tlie  fame  white  mortar,  and 
raked  in  the  lame  manner,  as  the  rcll  ol'  their  head-drefs. 

This  is  a  brief  iketch  of  the  fpe<ilaclc,  which  thefe  foldicrs  exhibited  to 
us,  the  laft  two  hours  ol'  our  paffagc  ;  though  their  toilette  was  not  exadly 
the  lame  as  that  of  the  Indians,  yet  they  confultcd  their  looking-glafs 
with  the  lame  anxious  care.  Thele  oblervations  are  lefs  intended  to 
throw^  a  ridicule  on  the  drefs  of  foldiers,  and  the  childilli  attention  paid 
to  it  in  all  countries,  than  to  check  the  forwardnefs  of  thofc,  who  are 
ever  ready  to  ridicule  all  manners  and  habits,  which  are  not  their  own. 
The  Indian  favage  would  be  at  a  lofs,  whether  to  laugh  more  at  the 
Turk,  who  covers  his  Ihorn  head  with  a  turban,  containing  more  or 
fewer  folds  in  proportion  to  his  rank  and  confequerice — at  the  women  in 
the  ifland  of  Melos,  whofe  petticoats  fcarcely  cover  half  their  thighs, 
while  their  flceves  reach  down  to  the  ground— or  at  our  heUes, .  who  ten 
years  ago  confined  their  breafts  and  waift  in  huge  ftays,  with  faiis  hipsj 
and  llrutted  along  on  high  heels,  and  who  now  fcrew  up  their  waift  to 
the  middle  of  their  bofoms,  tied  roimd  with  a  girdle,  which  looks  more  =, 
like  a  ropc>  than  a  faih,  wear  their  arras  naked  up  to  their  flloulders,  and 
by  means  of  tranfparent  garments  expofe  every  thing  to  view,  which  for- 
merly they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to.  conceal,  and  ail  this,  £brfboth> 
to  referable  Grecian  ladies..  1 ' 


Sunday,  the\2thofJnIy.  i^y^,- 

When  Ducks'  Mands  were  about  twenty  miles  a-ftem  of  us,  the  lake 
grew  more  narrow,  and  the  number  of  iflands  encreafed.  They  feemed 
all  to  be  well  wooded,  but  are  not  inhabited,  and  lie  nearly  all  of  them 
along  the  right  bank.  On  the  left  is  Quenty  Bay,  which  ftretches  about 
lifty  miles  into  the  country,  and  tke  banks  of  which  are  faid  to  bo  culti- 
vated 
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vatcd  up  to  a  confidcrable  extent.  The  eye  dwells  with  pleafure,  once 
more,  on  cultivated  gnnind.  The  country  looks  plealant.  The  houfcs 
lie  clofcr,  than  in  any  ot'  the  new  fettled  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  which 
we  have  hitherto  traverfed.  The  variegated  verdure  of  the  corn-fields 
cmbellilhcs  and  enriches  the  profpe«5t,  charms  the  eye,  and  enchants  the 
mind.  In  the  back-ground  (lands  the  city  of  Kingllon,  on  the  bay  of  the 
fame  name,  which  the  French,  in  imitation  of  the  Indians,  called  Cada- 
rakwc.  It  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty  houfes.  The  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  rifes 
with  a  gentle  fwell,  and  forms,  from  the  lake  onwards,  as  it  were,  an 
amphitheatre  of  lands,  cleared,  but  not  yet  cultivated.  None  of  the 
buildings  are  diftinguiflied  by  a  more  handfbme  appearance  from  the  reft. 
The  only  ftru<fture,  more  confpicuous  than  the  others,  and  in  front  of 
which  the  Englilh  flag  is  hoifted,  is  the  barracks,  a  ftonc  building,  fur- 
rounded  with  pallifadocs.  .y-^  -.  I  ^J•;I.')l^  iH 
All  the  houles  ftand  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  bay,  which  ftretchcs 
a  mile  farther  into  the  countrv.  On  the  fouthern  bank  are  the  build- 
ings  belonging  to  the  naval  force,  the  wharfs,  and  the  habitations  of  all 
the  perfons,  who  belong  to  that  department.  The  King's  Ihips  He  at 
anchor  near  thefe  buildings,  and  confequently  have  a  harbour  and  road 
Icparate  from  the  port  for  merchantmen.  We  landed  at  Port  Royal. 
However  kingly  were  the  commander  and  his  iliip,  he  took  our  money. 
Governor  Simcoe  exprcfsly  dcfircd  us  not  to  pay  for  our  paiVage,  as  the 
cutter  was  a  King's  Ibip,  and  he  had  amply  fupplied  us  with  provifion. 
But  my  friend  Dupetitthouars,  as  well  as  myfclf,  were  fo  much  difplcafed 
with  tlie  idea,  of  making  this  paifagc  at  the  cxpencc  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, that  we  ventured  to  offer  our  money  to  Captain  F.arl.  Offers  of 
this  kind  are  fcldom  refufed,  nor  did  ours  meet  with  a  denial.  Yet,  it  is 
but  juilice  to  add,  that  Captain  Earl  is  a  worthy  man,  civil,  attentive, 
conftantly  on  the  deck,  apparently  fond  ot"  his  profeflion,  and  maffer  of  his 
I'uiincfs.  >fifl'5'  "fr>i4  .  ^iitujiitm  .ii.j 
■  '  No  letter  from  Lord  Dorchcftcr  had  yet  arrived,  and  it  was  ex- 
tremelv  uncertain  when  it  would  arrive.  The  calculation,  made  at 
->  ■' '                                              Nn  2                            •  Kindlon. 
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Kingdon,  rcrpc<l\ing  the  probable  time  of  the  return  of  an  anfwcr,  Is  left 
favourable  than  what  they  made  at  NUgnra.  Wc  (hall,  perhaps,  be 
obliged  to  wait  a  week  longer.  How  much  time  will  be  loft  for  our 
journey,  and  why  ?  Bccaufe  G'^vcmor  Simcoc  is  not  on  good  terms 
with  Lord  Dorcbcfter  ;  and  becai.  ic  he  obferves  the  niccft  punftuality, 
from  which,  in  confideration  of  the  letters  wc  brought  with  us,  he 
might  well  have  departed  in  this  cafe.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Hammond* 
might  have  favcd  us  this  unplcafant  delay,  by  writing  fooncr  to  Lord 
Dorcheftcr,  as  I  requcftcd  him  to  do.  Unfortunately  fuch  accidents  can- 
not be  forefecn.  If  they  could,  how  many  things  ihould  wc  alter  in  the 
courfc  of  our  life  ?  We  muft  wait.  Patience,  patience,  and  again  pa- 
tience. 

Kingfton  is  the  place,  to  which  Lord  Dorchefter  wilhcs,  that  General 
Sinicoc  ihould  transfer  the  feat  of  government  in  Upper  Canada.  In 
this  choice  he  is,  perhaps,  in  a  great  mcafure  influenced  by  the  advantage^ 
which  he  would  thus  enjoy,  of  having  all  the  troops,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack, in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  which  is,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  tena- 
ble place  in  Lower  Canada.  He  thinks,  that  if  the  feat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Upper  Canada  were  removed  to  Kingfton,  which  lies  nearer  to 
Quebec  than  any  other  place,  the  orders  and  news,  which  arrive  from 
Europe,  would  reach  this  place  with  more  rapidity  and  fafety,  and  would 
alfo  be  more  rapidly  circulated  through  the  province.  He  further  ima- 
gines, that  the  naval  ftores,  fcnt  from  Europe,  would  here  be  fafer,  and 
that  the  refitting  of  ftiips  would  be  cheaper,  and  with  more  fecurity  ef- 
&^ed  in  Kingfton,  whither,  at  all  times,  they  might  be  fcnt  dire<5lly 
lirom  Quebec,  at  Icaft  more  expeditioufly,  than  to  any  other  place  on  the 
lake,  where  the  inconvenience  of  a  tedious  and  uncertain  palTage  muft  be 
added  to  the  expencc  for  Ihifting  the  cargo  on  board  of  another  veffel. 

Governor  Simcoe,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  opinion,  that  by  the  aggregate 
©f  his  arrangements,  the  defence  of  Upper  Canada  might  be  eafily  efFcdt- 
cd.  He  adds,  that  the  wealth  of  the  country,  which  he  confidcrs  as  the 
Hcceflary  refult  of  his  projeds,  will  attract  the  enemy  ;  and  that  if  they 
&ould  make  thcmfeLvea  maftcrs  of  Upper  Canada,  it  would  be  impoftible 
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to  difiodge  them.  He  alfo  obfcrvcs»  that,  in  time  ofwar,  by  the  various 
mctuM  of  navigation,  conriderablc  parties  might  be  cafily  fcnt  from  Upper 
Canada  to  every  point  of  the  United  States,  even  to  Georgia ;  that 
Upper  Canada  is  the  key  of  the  territories  of  the  Indians ;  and  that 
thence  iiiccours  may  be  eafily  ient  to  every  part  of  Lower  Canada, 
>vhich,  on  the  otiicr  hand,  is  not  able  to  fetid  any  to  Upper  Canada,  at 
Icaft  not  lu  expeditiouily  as  circumftanccs  might  require. 

As  to  the  more  rapid  circulation  of  orders  and  intelligence,  and  the 
earlier  receipt  of  them,  the  Grovcrnor  allows  the  truth  of  thefe  allegations ; 
but  anfwers,  that,  from  the  vaft  extent  of  Canada,  it  is  extremely  im- 
probable, that  in  cafe  of  its  being  peopled,  this  territory  ihould  be  divided 
only  into  two  governments.  He  adds,  that  the  bell  method  of  peopling 
fuch  parts  of  Canada,  as  have  hitherto  been  explored,  would  be,  to  en- 
courage the  population  of  the  two  extremities,  in  which  cafe,  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  centre  would  be  more  eafily  and  rapidly  attained.  He  fur- 
ther obferves,  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Kingfton  would  become  the  capital  of 
a  new  province  ;  and  that,  in  regard  to  the  more  difficult  and  more  ex- 
penfive  diilribution  of  (hips,  no  facility  and  favings,  to  be  obtained  under 
this  head,  could  balance  the  advantage  of  uniting  in  its  centre  the  whole 
naval  force  ftationed  on  the  lake,  and  cfpecially  in  a  place,  where  it  is 
moft  eiTcntialiy  prote<fted  againft  an  attack. 

All  men  feck  after  rcafons  or  pretenfions  to  enlarge  the  extent  of  their 
authority  and  power.  Here,  as  every  where  elfe,  good  and  bad  rcafons 
are  alleged  in  fupport  of  a  iyftenx,  of  a  project,  and  cfpecially  of  the  in- 
terelh  of  fclf-lovc.  Yet  power  is  alfo  here,  as  every  where  elfc,  the  bcft, 
at  leaft  the  mod  decifive  of  reafons ;  and  if  Lord  Dorchefter  Ihould  not 
be  able  to  prevail  upon  the  Britiih  government  to  declare  Kingllon  the 
capital  of  Upper  Canada,  he  will,  at  leaft,  prevent  the  feat  of  government 
from  being  cftablilhed  between  the  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Ontario,  ac- 
cording to  the  wifli  of  General  Simcoe.  As  to  the  projcdk  of  transferring 
it  to  York,  he  declares  himfelf  in  a  manner  by  no  means  favourable  to 
that  city  ;  and  in  this  opinion  he  is  joined  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Kingf- 
ton, whofe  difpleafure  at  their  city  not  becoming  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
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vincc  is  greatly  incrcafcd  by  the  consideration,  that,  in  confequeiicc  of  tlus 
projcd:,  their  town  will  ceafe  to  be  the  emporium  of  the  fmall  naval 
force  ftationed  on  this  lake.  The  friends  of  Kingllon  further  allege  againft 
the  projcd,  and  not  without  reafon,  that  York  is  an  unhealthy  place,, 
and  will  long  remain  {o,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  wliich  leparatcs 
the  bay  from  the  lakr.  '■  '-  -^       '  -    -  -       .    .».. 

Dupctitthouars,  who  is  a  zealous  partizan  of  York,  as  fxr  as  he  confi- 
dcrs  it  in  the  light  of  an  cftablilhmcnt  for  the  navy,  cannot  help  allow- 
ing, that  it  has  the  air  of  being  an  unhealthy  place.  General  Simcoe 
apparently  poffeflcs  the  love  and  confidence  of  all  the  inhabitants  and 
foldiers.  But  his  projedls  are  deemed  too  extenfive  ;  and,  above  all,  too 
coftly,  in  proportion  to  the  advantages,  which  England  is  likely  to  reap 
from  their  being  carried  into  effe<ft.  •••"'■     -»•'"».-<" 

The  merchants  on  the  lake,  whofe  rapacity  the  Governor  is  endea- 
vouring to  reftrain,  lay  great  llrefs  on  thelc  two  objedlions,  and  bellow 
much  praifc  on  Lord  Dorchefter's  profound  wifdom  and  conlummate 
abilities  ;  while,  by  other  accounts,  he  was  formerly  an  ufeful  man,  but  is 
now  luperannuated.  '^i^  "^J  ****     '*''■'-   ?">  *». .>>.r  ■  :wwi-  nfthrf^n 

Lord  Dorchcller  being  an  utter  ftranger  to  mc,  I  am  altogether  un- 
qualifi<id  to  judge  of  his  abilities  and  talents.  I  am  alfb  unacquainted 
with  the  amount  of  the  expence,  which  the  execution  of  Governor  Sim- 
coc's  plans  may  require,  and  with  the  rciburces  which  England  may  pof- 
fcfs  to  meet  them.  But  I  am  dearly  of  opinion,  that  Great  Britain  can- 
not fail  to  reap  fignal  advantages  from  his  views  and  proje(^b,  if  they 
Ihould  c\  cr  be  carried  into  cffcA  ;  and  that  they  compofc  a  complete  fyf- 
tcm,  vs  hich,  if  properly  purlucd  in  all  its  parts,  will  do  great  credit  to  him, 
u ho  Ihall  execute  it.   o.  ;^5*if.i< ;.....  i'>iki  m 

But,  at  the  fame  time;,  all  the  information  we  here  obtain  on  this  fub- 
jcc't  coniirms  our  opinion,  that  General  Simcoe  meets  with  much  oppo- 
lition  in  his  plans ;  that  the  jcaloufv,  which  Lord  Dorchcller  Ihovvs  in 
regard  to  him,  and  which  is  the  natural  refult  of  his  age  and  temper  of 
mind,  is  carefully  kept  alive,  by  thofe  who  hold  places  vnider  him  ;  and 
that,  with  tJK  exception  of  grants  of  land,  and  other  matters  of  go^ern- 
">  '  •  mcnt, 
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mcnt,  in  rclpc<!:t  to  which  the  Governor  is  perfccftly  independent,  he  can 
do  and  cna<l:l:  nothinjii;  without  the  confent  of  the  Governor  General.  As 
to  his  rooted  averiion  afiuinU:  the  Americans,  I  have  heard  it  ccnfurcd 
even  by  private  Ibldiers  ;  but  he  is  allowed  by  all  to  poiTeis  military  ta- 
lents. '  '  "' 

In  relating  thefc  particulars,  which  finifli  the  picture  of  tlie  man,  I  have 
no  other  objedl,  but  faithfully  to  draw  the  charatfler  of  Governor  Simcoe, 
who,  being  undoubtedly  a  man  of  fuperior  abilities  and  endowments,  dc-      / 
ferves  to  be  known.*  r .^  -m  >  *  ♦<  >,^^..*i...irf 

Kingilon,  confidered  as  a  town,  is  much  Inferior  to  Newark ;  the  num- 
ber of  houfes  is  nearly  equal  in  both.  Kingrton  may  contain  a  few  more 
buildings,  but  they  arc  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  good  as  at  Newark.  Many 
of  them  are  log-houfes,  and  thofe  which  confill  of  joiner's  work,  are 
badly  conftru6ted  and  painted.  But  few  new  houfes  are  built.  No 
town-hall,  no  court-houfe,  and  no  prifon  have  hitherto  been  conftrudled. 
The  houfes  of  two  or  three  merchants  are  conveniently  fituated  for  load- 
ing  and  unloading  Ihips  ;  but,  in  point  of  ftru<^lure,  thcfe  are  not  better 
than  the  reft.  Their  trade  chiefly  confills  in  peltry,  which  comes  acrofs 
the  lake,  and  in  provifion  from  Europe,  with  which  they  ilipply  Upper 
Canada.  They  act  as  agents  or  commiflioners  of  the  Montreal  Company, 
who  have  need  of  magazines  in  all  places,  where  their  goods  muft  be  un- 
ihipped.  ■'^*'  ^j.«-  r*  .,-..,,,-^,  -.  , 

The  trade  of  Kingfton,  therefore,  is  not  very  coniiderable.  ,  The  mer- 
chant iliips  are  only  three  in  number,  and  make  but  eleven  voyages  in  a 
year.  Kingfton  is  a  ftaple  port.  It  is  fituated  twelve  miles  above  that 
point  of  the  river,  which  is  confidered  as  the  extremity  of  the  lake.  Here 
arrive  all  the  veffels,  which  fail  up  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  laden  with 
provifion  brought  in  European  fhips  to  Quebec. 

*  Governor  Simcoe  has  fince  left  Upper  Canada,  and  returned  to  England,  whence  he 
has  been  fent  to  St.  Domingo.  In  that  colony  he  has  found  no  opportunity  for  difplay- 
ing  his  military  talents,  but  has  endeavoured  to  curb  the  rapacity  of  the  Imall  army  in  the 
pay  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  this  meritorious  conduft  excited  the  hatred  both  of  the 
French  and  Englifli,  who  have  gratified  it  in  a  dreadful  manner. — Author. 
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The  barracks  arc  conftrufted  on  the  fite  of  Fort  Frontcnac,  which  was 
built  by  the  French,  and  levelled  by  the  Englifli.  The  latter  built  thcfe 
barracks  about  iix  years  ago.  During  the  American  war  their  troops 
.were  conftantly  in  motion ;  and,  in  later  times,  they  were  quartered  in  an 
ifland,  which  the  French  call  Ifle  aux  Chevrcaux,  (Goats'  Ifland)  and 
which  the  Englifli  hare  named  Carlcton,  after  Lord  Dorchefter.  Fort 
Frontenac,  which  was  liable  to  be  attacked  on  all  fides,  would  anfwer  no 
other  purpofe  but  to  protect  the  fmall  garrifon,  which  the  French  kept 
there,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Indians  and  Englifli ;  a  part  of  the  garri- 
jifon  was  quartered  in  Cadarakwe,  for  the  protedion  of  the  French  trade. 
Here  werealfb  built,  by  Mr.  De  Lasalle,  the  firft  French  Ihips,  which 
navigated  the  lake. 

Kingfton  feems  better  fitted  for  a  trading  town  than  Newark,  were  it 
(Only  for  this  reafon,  that  the  fhips,  which  arrive  at  the  latter  place,  and 
are  freighted  for  Lake  Erie,  pafs  by  the  former,  to  fail  again  up  the  river 
as  far  as  Queen's  Towr^  where  the  portage  begins.  Nor  is  its  pofition 
equally  advantageous  for  fharing  the  trade  in  provifion,  with  which 
the  lake  may  one  day  fupply  Lower  Canada,  England,  perhaps  all  Eu- 
rope, if  Upper  Canada  fliould  ever  anfwer  the  expedations  entertained  by 
Governor  Simcoe. 

Kingflon  is,  at  prefcnt,  the  chief  towp  of  the  middle  diflri<fl  of  Upper 
Canada,  the  mofl  populous  part  of  which  is  that  fituated  on  Queen's 
Bay.  This  diftrid:  not  only  produces  the  com  requifite  for  its  own  con- 
fumption,  but  alfo  exports  yearly  about  three  or  four  thoufand  bufhels. 
This  grain,  which,  in  winter,  is  conveyed  down  the  river  on  fledges,  is 
bought  by  the  merchants,  who  engage,  on  the  arrival  of  the  fliips  from 
Europe,  to  pay  its  amount  in  fuch  merchandize,  as  the  fellers  may 
require.  The  merchants  buy  this  grain  tor  government,  which  pays 
for  it,  in  ready  money,  according  to  the  market  price  at  Montreal.  The 
agent  of  government  caufes  a  part  to  be  ground  into  flour>  which  he  fends 
to  the  different  pofls  in  Upper  Canada,  where  it  is  wanted  ;  and  the  fur- 
plus  he  fends  to  England,  probably  with  a  view  of  raifing  the  importance 
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of  tlic  colony  in  the  eftlmatlon  of  the  mother-country.     The  price  of 
flour  in  Kingfton,  is,  at  prefcnt,  fix  dollars  per  barrel.  '"'  -^  -^  •*'»''' 

;  :  The  diftrid  of  Kingfton  fupplied,  laft  year,  the  other  parts  of  Canada 
with  large  quantities  of  peafc ;  the  culture  of  which,  introduced  but  two 
ycara-ago,  proves  very  produ^ive  and  fuccefsful.  In  the  courfe  of  lall 
year,  one  thoufand  barrels  of  fait  pork,  of  two  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
each,  were  fent  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec  ;  its  price  was  eighteen  dollars 
per  barrel.  The  whole  trade  is  carried  on  by  merchants,  whofe  profits 
are  the  more  confiderable,  as  they  fix  the  price  of  the  provifion,  which 
they  receive  from  Europe,  and  either  fell  in  the  vicinity,  or  Ihip  for  the 
remoter  parts  of:  Upper  Canada,  without  the  leaft  competition,  and  juft 
as  they  think  proper.  r  vil^  lA  ?  f  tfif^  f?  -^  ;>>t  •{)'"•■ 
r!  Although  the  number  of  cultivators  is  here  greater  than  in  the  diftrid 
of  Niagara,  yet  the  yaft  quantity  of  land  under  cultivation  is  not  better 
managed  than  theirs.  The  difficulty  of  procuring  labourers  obftruds 
agricultural  improvements,  and  encourages  them  to  infift  on  enormous 
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-  r  The  pfoceds  of  clearing  woodlands  is  here  the  fame,  as  all  over  Ame- 
rica. The  hufbandmen  harrow  the  cleared  ground  two,  three,  or  four 
years  fuccefiJvcly  ;  during  which  time  wheat  is  ibwn.  Then  they  plough, 
but  in  a  very  imperfei^  manner,  and  fbw  peaie  or  oats,  and  again  wheat, 
and  fo  on,  according  to  the  common  routine.  The  land  yields,  in  this 
ftate,  from  twenty  to  thirty  bufhels  per  acre.  "       *  ■-  -' 

Corn,  for  the  winter,  is  fown  from  the  be^nning  of  Auguft  till  the 
end  of  September.  Snow  falls  generally  in  the  latter  days  of  November 
and  remains  on  the  ground  until  the  beginning  of  April.  Under  this 
cover  the  blade  gets  up  remarkably  well ;  the  corn  ripens  in  July,  and  the 
harveft  begins  about  the  end  of  that  month.  For  want  of  reapers,  the 
fcythe  is  made  ule  of,  which  caufes  a  great  wafte  of  corn,  that  cannot  be 
houfed,  and  merely  Icrves  for  feeding  pigs.  Labourers,  whofe  common 
wages  are  from  three  to  four  ihillings  (Halifax  currency),  are  paid  during 
the  harveft  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar,  or  fix  (hillings  a  day.  Some  farm- 
cis  hire  Canadians  for  two  or  three  months,  to  whom  they  pay  feven  or 
.  Oo  eight 
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eight  dollars  p?r  month,  and  find  them,  in  visuals.  It  freqwently  bap* 
pens,  that  thefe  Canadians,  who  bind  tUcmfeKca  by  a  written,  cctntcadt* 
meet  with  people  offering  them  more  money  than  thjey  rcceivit  from 
their  maft«rsj.  which  not  being  allowed  to  accept^  they^  of  couffc,  grow 
diiTatisficd,  and  work  negligently.  Thcy^  muA  be  ptocuved  from  the  c«f 
virons  of  Montreal.  Farmers,  whp  have  nc.  acquaintance  m  that  coun- 
try, find  it  difficult  to  obtain  l^em  ;  and  this,  difficulty  deters  many  ctt]> 
tivators  from  recurring  t0  that  reiburce,  from  whichi  the^i  might  cl&  dc* 
rive  Gonfidcrable  advantages.  The  harveftwoik  ia  therefore  generally 
pei^formed  by  the  family:  thua  the  houiing'  of  dis  crops>  though  it  pro* 
ceed  ilowly,  is  yet  accompliihed ;  but  the.  ^mer  has.  much  additioital 
trouble,  and  the  lofs  he  fuftains,  by  his  harveft  being  lefe  perfect,  far  ex^ 
cecds  the  few  dollars,  which  he  woidd  have  been  obliged  ta  fpend-  in 
gathering  in  his  crops  in  a  more  expeditious  manner;.  The  ibil,  which 
is  but  of  a  middling  quality  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  is  excellent  about 
the  bay  i  many  formers  poffefs  there  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  thoroughly  cleared. 

The  climate  of  America,  especially  that  of  Canada),  encourages  the  im- 
prudence and?  covetoufec/s  of  the  farmers.  There  is  no  danger  here,  as 
in  Europe^  of  the  hay  rotting^  and  the  grain  being  ipoikd  by  rains,  if 
not  fpeedily  houied.  ThecsL  £;ldom  .pa£es  a  dacy.  withouti  ilin«-ihine ;  th« 
iky  is  feldom  entirely;  overcaflti  it  never  rains  but  during  thundcr-ftorms, 
and  this  rain  never  continues  longer  than  two  hours.  Grain  is,  befides, 
feldom  liable  here  to  blights,  or  any  other  kind'  of  diieaie. 

The  cattlfc  arc  not  fubjed:  to  contagious  diftempers ;  they  are  numer- 
ous, without  being  remarkably  fine.  The  fincft  oxen  are  procured  fron» 
Conne<fti€Uti.  at  the  price  of  feventy  or  eighty  dollars-.  *  yoke.  Cows 
are  brought  either  fi-om  the  ftatc  of  New  York,  and  thcffc  a»€  the  fineft'j 
or'  from  Canada :  the  former  coft  twenty,  and  the  latter  fifteen  dol- 
lars. .Thejft;  ace  fmall  in  fize,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  th«  fiirm«rs,  better 
mikh-^co ws,  and  are  for  this  rea&n;  preferred.  There  are  no  fine  bulls  iri 
the  country ;  and  the  generality-  of  farmers  are  not  fenflble  of  the  adVaw-' 
tages  to,  bo  derivad  from  cattle  of  a  fine  biiecd.  In  fummcr  the  cattle  ar^ 
..       ,  —f  turned 
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turned  into  the  -woods ;  in  winter,  that  is,  fix  months  togetiicr,  they  Arc  fed 
vOn  dry  fodder,  namely,  with  the  llraw  ofwhcat,  rye^  or  peafe,  and  on  molt 
farms  with  luiy  x^^it.  on  fwampy  ground*  but  by  rich  and  prudent  farmers 
with  good  hny.  The  hay  is  freqwcndy  kept  the  whole  winter  witlinu  a 
fort  of  fence,  covered  with  large  branches,  through  which,  however,  the 
fnow  finds  its  way ;  but  commonly  it  is  preferred  in  ricks  badly  niadc,  and 
under  Dutch  hay-flieds.  The  meadows  yield  to  the  quantity  of  four 
thouikiid  pounds  per  acre,  but  no  aftcrclrop.  There  is  no  ready  market 
at  which  a  fiu-mtr  can  fell  that  part  of  his  cheefe  and  butter,  which  is  rtot 
ivanted  for  the  uie  of  his  family.  Of  cheefe  and  butter,  therefore,  no 
lanore  is  made,  than  the  family  need  for  their  owh  confumption.  They 
geiicrally  begin  in  the  firft  days  of  May  to  make  a  provifion  for  the  win- 
ter; Some  few  fai^crs  manufa^hirc  coarfc  Vvoollens  for  tlicir  own  cloth- 
ing ;  the  more  ufual  way,  however,  is  to  buy  the  clothes.  The  farmer  is 
too  bufy,  has  too  little  afliftance^  and  makes  his  calculations  with  too  little 
judgment,  to  engage  in  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  labours. 

Sheep  are  more  numerous  here  than  in  any  part  of  the  United  States 
which  wc  have  hitherto  traverfed.  They  are  cither  procured  from  Lower 
Canada,  or  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  coft  three  dollars  a  head.  They 
thrive  in  this  country,  but  are  high  legged,  and  of  a  vefy  indifferent  fhapc, 
Coarfe  wool,  when  cleaned,  cofb  two  ihillings  a  pound.  There  are  few  or 
no  wolves,  rattle-'fnakes,  or  other  noxious  animals,  in  this  country. 

The  fttf'mers  make  but  little  maple-iiigar,  though  the  woods  abound 
vdth  the  trees,  from  which  it  is  procured.  The  Indians  import  about  two 
or  three  thoufand  pounds,  and  fell  it  to  the  retail  traders  for  one  fhilling 
a  pound.  Maple-lugar  is  prepared  in  much  larger  quantities  in  Lower 
Canada.  The  Canadians  eat  it  here  on  bread,  or  make  cakes  of  it,  mixed 
tip  wiUi  flonr  of  wheat,  or  Indian  com.  On  the- maple-tree  frequently 
gmws  ft  fort  of  knobs,  or  fungufles,  of  a  very  large  fize.  If  thefe  ex- 
«refoences  be  torn  from  the  tree,  and  dried  in  the  fun,  they  form  an  excel- 
lent tinder,  which  the  Indians  and  Canacihans  ufe  to  light  their  pipes. 
Notwithibm^mg  the  great  number  of  pines,  no  refin  has  yet  been  ga- 
;.-         .  .  O  o  2  thcrcd. 
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thcred.  The  culture  of  hemp  and  flax  has  been  tried,  but  hitherto  wi^ 
out  fuccefs  ;  the  experiments^  however,  arc  continued. 

The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar  per  bufhel ;  laft  year  the  price  was 
much  lower ;  but  it  has  rifen  from  the  general  failure  of  the  harveft. 
Fire-wood,  delivered  in  the  town,  cofts  one  dollar  a  cord  ;  in  winter  it  is 
conveyed  thither  in  fledges  from  all  the  iflands  and  banks  of  the  river, 
which  are  covered  with  wood. 

The  river  freezes  over  at  the  diflance  of  twenty  miles  above  Kingfton. 

The  price  of  land  is  from  two  fliillings  and  fix-pencc  to  one  ddllar  per 
acre,  if  the  twentieth  part  be  cleared.  This  price  rifes  in  prc^rtioni  ta 
the  number  of  acres  cleared  of  wood,  though  ii^uenced  by  occaflonal 
circumfliances.  Two  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which 
were  cleared,  were  very  lately  fold  for  one  thoufand  lix  hundred  doln 
lars.  The  expcnce  for  cutting  down  all  the  large  trees  on  an  acre,  and 
inclofmg  it  with  a  fence  as  rude  as  in  the  United  States,  amounts  to  eight 
dollars. 

There  is  no  regular  market  in  Kingfton-;  every  one  provides  himfclf 
with  frefli  meat  as  well  as  he  can,  but  fre<|uently  it  cannot  be  had  on  any 
terms. 

For  this  information  I  am  chiefly  indebted  to  Mr.,STEWARD>  curate* 
in  Kingfl:on,  who  cultivates  himfelf  feventy  acres,  a  part  of  two  thoiifand' 
acres,  wiiichhave  been  granted>him  as  an  American' Idyalif):.  He  .is  a  native 
of  Harrifburg  in  Pennfylvania,  and  fecms  to  have  zealoufly  embraced  the 
royal  caufe  in  the  American  war.  Fifteen  hundred  pounds  fterling, 
which  he  had  placed  in  the  American  funds,  have  been  confifcatcd.  Al^ 
though  he  continues  warmly  attached  to  the  Britifti  Monarch,,  yet  he 
has  become  more  moderate  in  his  political  principles  ;  he  has'  preferved 
ioinc  friends  who  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  iChe  Republic,  among'  whom  is 
Bifl.\op  White,  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Steward  is  a  man  of  much  gene«t 
ral  information,  mild,  open,  affable,  and  univcrfally  re:^eded ;  he  is 
very  fanguine  in  his  expedation  that  the  price  of  land  wilVrife,  ^nd  that 
he  fliall  then  be  enabled  to  portion  out  his  numerous  childten.     W*th* 
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owt  being  a  Tcry  iktlful  farmer,  he  is  pcrfcdly  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  agriculture,  fb  that  I  can  place  implicit  confidence  on  his  ftatements, 
the  truth  of  which  has  alfo  been  confirmed  by  other  huHjandmen.  V 
;  The  number  of  farmers  is  very  fmall  about  Kingilon.  By  Mr.  Stew- 
ard's report,  the  agreement  between  the  land-owner  and  farmer  is  gene^ 
tally  made  for  their  joint  account,  but  not  always  faithfully  performed. 
From  his  having  been  impoied  upon  in  fUch  agreements,  he  leafed  out 
lail  year  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  which  are  fituated  on  the  bay, 
and  forty  of  which"  are  cleared,  for  a  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bulhels  of  grain  ;  on  condition  that,  if  at  the  expiration  of  three  years 
his  tenant  be  defirous  of  acquiring  the  property  of  thefe  lands,  he  muft 
pay  him  one  thoufand  dollars  ;  in  default  whereof,  he  is  bound  to  quit 
the  land,  and  will  confequently  lofe  all  the  money  and  labour  fpent  in 
clearing  the  grounds  •  — • 

'  The  clergy  of  the  Epifcopal  church  are  the  only  minifters  irt  Upper 
Canada,  who  are  paid  by  government.  The  members  of  other  religious 
ie<fts  pay  their  paftors,  if  they  choofe  to  have  any.  In  the  diftrid.  of 
Kingfton  are  Baptifts,  Prefbyterians,  Roman  Catholics,  and  Quakers ; 
but  they  poflTefs  no>  building  devoted  to  religious  worfliip.  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kingfton  are  American  loyalifts  ;  but  the  majority  is  com- 
pofed  of  Scots,  Englifh,  If ilh,  Germansi  and-  Dutchmen.  -r^^^ 

The  emigration  from  the  United  States  is  not  confiderable  ;  during  thtf 
laft  three  or  four  years  it  has  been  very  infignificant  indeed,  but  gains- 
now,  it  is  aflerted,  a  more  promifing  appearance.  This  intelligence, 
which  we  fi»ft  received  from  people  attached  to  the  Engliih  government, 
has  fmce  been  confirmed  to  us  by  a  great  many  labourers.  Thefe  new 
colonifts  emigrate  moft  of  Llicni  from  the  States  of  Conncdicut,  Ver- 
mont, and  New  Hamplliire.   The  emigration'from  Canada  to  the  United 

States  is  far  lefs  confiderable.        ^,  •<  '        -  ; 

.  If  any  dependence  might  be  placed  on  the  report  of  perfbnsi  who 
arrived  four  years  ago  from  the  River  Mohawk,  llich  families,  as  are 
fiifpeded  of  an  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  are,  in  the  United  States, 
looked  upon  rather  with  an.  evil  eye  ;  but  perhaps  they  give  out  fuch 
r--  ;  reports 
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reports,  merely  that  they  may  meet  wxth  a  better  nsccptiou  'm  the  Britiih 

-  "Tlie  inhabitants  of  ,the  xiiflri^  of  Kuigfton  meddle  (lill  Icff  with  poH-j 
tics  than  the  people  of  Newark.  N<>  newfpaper  is  printod  in  the  towti ; 
that  of  Newark  i»  the  oiiiy  one  publiihed  in  Up|>er  Canada^  which  bchig 
a  mere  ii^perle^  extract  from  the  Quebec  Gazette,  is  here  taken  in  by. 
no  one.  I  know  but  of  two  perfoos  who  receive  even  the  Quebec-paper. 
As  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  no  news  penetrates  into  that  quarter; 
4  circwmftancc  that  excites  there  very  little  regret.  v-n, 

In  this  diftri^S  are  Tome  icliools,  but  they  are  few  in  number.    Tlwf 
children  arc  int^ru<Sted  m  reading  and  writing*  and  pay  each  a  dollar  a 
month.     Que  of  the  mailers,  fuperior  to  the  reft  in  point  oi'  knowledge, 
taught  Juatin  ;  but  he  has  left  the  fdioul,  .without  being  fucceeded  by ». 
another  inftrudlor  of  the  flime  learning.  /  '  ''^, 

There  are  yet  but  very  few  furgeoos  in  this  diftri^;  they,  who 
aiTume  this  appellation,  :  contrive  to  get  well  paid  for  their  trouble, 
,  Excepting  intermittent  fevers,  which  are  rather  frequent  in  Kingfton, 
the  climate  is  very  healthy.  .The  houfes,  as  has  already  been  obferved. 
arc  bvjlt  of  wood,  for  reafons  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  difcern. 
The  town  is  feated  on  rocky  ground ;  and  not  the  fixiallefi:  houie  can  be 
built  without  the  foundatior  <  being  excavated  in  a  rock,  a  vfbrt  of  (lone 
which  affords  the  twofold  advantage  of  being  cafily  cut,  and  of  growing 
hard,  when  expofed  to  the  air,  without  cracking  in  the  froft.  The  in- 
habitants allow  that,  if  bricklayers  were  procured  even  from  Montreal 
(for  there  are  none  in  this  place),  building  with  ftone  would  be  lefs  ex- 
peniive  than  with  vwod.  They  grant  that,  in  addition  to  the  greater 
folidity  of  fuch  buildings,  they  would  afford  more  warmth  in  winter, 
and  more  coolnefs  in  fiimmer ;  but  habit  is  here,  as  elfewhere,  m<Mre 
powerful  than  reaibn.  Carpenters*  wages  amount  to  fixteen  ihillings  a 
day ;  labourers  are  equally  icarcein  Newark,  and  confequently  as  bad 
and  as  dear. 

This  diflri^  contains  no  paupers,  and,  of  courfe,  there  exiil  no  poor* 
rates ;  the  taxes  are  managed  in  the  fame  manner  as.  at  Newark; 
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•  The  roads  at  Kingfton  are  much  the  feme  as  at  Newark;  they  are 
kept  in  good  repair  by  ten  days*^  labour,  from  which  none  of  the  inhabi- 
tants are  excepted,  all  being  obliged  to  work  ten  days  at  the  rbads.  La- 
koitring  peopfe  complain,  and  not  without  reafon,  that  this  public  bur- 
then has  not  been  a-ffefled  in  a  manner  more  proportionate  to  the  means 
ot' the  inhabitants ;  and  calculate,  with  ibmc  degree  of  difcontent,  that 
their  ten  day*'  labour  is  tantamount  to  a  tax  of  twclVc  dollars  and  up-  • 
wardij ;  for  they  muft  alfo  find  their  own  viduafe  whcrt  they  work  on  the 
roads. 

There  is  but  one  clturch  in  Kingfton,  and  this,  though  very  lately  built, 
rcfcmbles  a  barn  more  than  a  church-. 

We  had  a  letter  from  General  Simcoo  to  the  Commanding  Officer  in 
Ringflon,  who,  at  our  arrival,  was  Captain  Partt,  of  the  fixtieth  regi- 
ment. Six  hours  after  the  detachment,  commanded  by  that  gentleman, 
was  relieved  by  another  of  the  lame  regiment,  under  the  orders  of  Major 
DoBSON.  This  circumftance,  however,  did  not  prevent  Caplain  Parr 
from  giving  us  the  moft  obliging  proofs  of  civility  and  kindneft.  He  is 
a,' ion  of  the  aged  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  At  firft  he  feems'  cold, 
grave,  and  reierved ;  but  his  countenance  brightens  on  a  nearer  acquaint- 
ance, and'  growj  more  open,  gay,  and'  cheerful ;  he  ibon  fdl  into  an  eafy 
familiarity  of  converfation,  which  was  heightened  during  our  dinner. 
His  behaviour  was  entirely  free  from  ceremony,  and  indicated  that  he 
was  not  difpleafed  with  our  fociety.  ;: /a   .;;.-*„.. v 

This  dinner,  which  he  gave  to  the  newly  arrived  officers,  forms  for  us 
a  remarkable  epocha.  The  ingenuity  of  the  Englifh  in  devifing  toalts, 
which  are  to  be  honoured  with  bumpers,  is  well  known.  To  decline 
joining' in  fuch  a  toaft  would  be  deemed  uncivil ;  and^  although  it  might 
be  more  advifeable  to  fiibmit  to  this  charge,  than  to  contraft  a  ficknefs, 
yet  fuch  energy  of  chara<fter  is  fcldom  difplaycd  on  thefe  occafions.  Un* 
•willing  to  oppofe  the  general  will,  which  becomes  more  imperious  in 
proportion  as  h«ads  grow  warmer,  you  relbrt  to  flight  deceptions  ift 
the  quantity  ypu.  drink,  in  hopes  thus  to  avert  the  impending  catallrophe. 
But  this  time  none  of  us,  whether  French  or  Engiilh,  had  carried  the 
,   .  4  deception 
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dcGoption  far  cnougTi,  and  I  was  concerned  to  feel,  the  remainder  of  the 
c>cning,  that  I  had  taken  too  lively  a  part  in  the  event  of  the  two  de- 
tachments relieving  each  other. 

The  fixticth  reginwnt,  to  which  they  belong,  is  the  only  regiment  iir 
the  Englifli  fervice,  excepting  the  guards,  which  confifts  of  four  battalions. 
This  regiment,  which  at  the  time  of  the  war  of  1757  was  compofed  only 
of  two  battalions,  was  raifed  in  America,  and  as  many  foreigners  as  Eng- 
lifhmen  were  enlifted.  It  was  afterwards  augmented  to  four  battalions, 
and  was  confldered,  as  in  fad  it  is  flill  in  many  refpeAs,  as  a  foreign 
regiment.  The  firft  two  battalions  have  never  yet  left  America ;  the 
two  others  have  been  ftationed  in  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  and  the  Antilles. 
General  Amherst  is  colonel  of  this  regiment*.  In  point  of  duty,  pro- 
motion, and  command,  the  four  battalions  are  perfedly  independent  of 
each  other. 

The  officers  we  have  feen  are  well  bred  and  extremely  polite  /  *       * 

#«««        »       ******       *      *      Ht      4t      •■''"»       *        • 

The  general  opinion,  in  regard  to  Canada,  is,  that  this  country  proves, 
at  prefcnt,  very  burthcnfome  to  England,  and  will  be  ftill  more  fo  in  fu- 
ture ;  and  that,  of  confequcncc,  Great  Britain  would  confult  her  true 
intcreft  much  better  by  declaring  Canada  an  independent  country,  than 
by  preferving  it  an  Englifh  colony,  at  fo  enormous  an  expencc.  The 
Canadians,  fay  they,  will  never  be  fmccrely  attached  to  England,  fo 
that,  if,  in  time  of  war,  a  militia  were  raifed,  not  half  of  them  would 
take  up  arms  againfb  America,  and  'one  perhaps  againfl  France.  The 
Britifh  government  commits,  therefore,  in  their  opinion,  a  grofs  error,' 
in  expending  fuch  v&ik  fums  in  attempting  to  improve  and  prefcrve  a 
country,  which,  fboncr  or  later,  is  fure  to  fecedc  from  Great  Britain,  and 
which,  did  it  remain  faithful  to  the  mother  country,  could  not  be  of 
real  fervice  to  it  for  any  length  of  time. 

Thefe  gentlemen  further  afTcrt,  in  direft  contradidion  to  General  Sim- 
coe's  opinion,  that  the  majority  of  new  fettlers  of  Upper  Canada,  who 


»  On  the  death  of  Lord  Amherft,  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  vras  ap- 
fointedColoncl  of  the  lixtieth  regiment. — Tranjlator.     ^     ■     .   -     ;,vnn     ui>.K«. 
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tanigratc  from  the  United  States,  and  who  are  cftecmcd  loyalifts,  would 
certainly  affift  thofe  States,  if  they  marched  any  troops  into  that  country. 
1  am  not  qualified  to  form  a  corre^  judgment  on  thcie  opinions,  which 
«re  perhaps  mere  effufiom  of  the  difpleafure  of  officers,  obliged  to  fervc  nt 
ib  great  a  diftance  from  Ghreat  Britain ;  *  yet  they  appear  to  me  not  aIto< 
gether  deilitute  of  foundation.  But,  however  this  may  be,  all  the  Ca- 
nadians,  we  have  feen,  whether  inhabitants  of  the  country  or  failors,  con* 
(fauiitly  exprefTed  the  utmoil  fatis&dion  on  meeting  with  us  Frenchmen 
of  old  France,  and  evinced  a  degree  of  refped  and  obligingnefs,  to  which 
we  had  long  been  unaccuftomed.  I  cannot  iay  much  on  the  charadlcr 
of  this  people ;  all  who  came  under  my  obfervation  were  full  of  ipirit,. 
adlivc,  gay  artd  merry.  .  , . n^ji  i  /  -  ij ;  ,,-  ■ 

The  royal  navy  is  not  very  formidable  in  this  place ;  fix  veiTels  com-, 
pofe  the  wlx^e  naval  force,  two  of  which  are  fmall  gun-boats,  which  we 
faw  at  Niagara,  and  which  are  ihitioned  at  York.  Two  fmall  fchooncrs 
of  twelve  guns,  viz.  the  Onondago,  in  which  we  took  our  paiflage,  and 
the  Mohawk,  which  is  juft  finiftied ;  a  fmall  yacht  of  eighty  tons,  mount- 
ing fix  guns,  and  laftly  the  Miifaibga,  of  as  many  gims  as  the  two  fchoon- 
crs, which  has  lately  been  taken  into  dock  to  be  repaired,  form  the  red 
of  it.  All  theie  veflels  are  built  of  ^mber  frefh  cut  down,  and  not  feafoaned, 
and  for  this  reafbn  lafl  never  longer  than  fix  or  eight  years.  To  preferve 
them  even  to  tlus  time  requires  a  thorough  repair ;  they  mufl:  be  heaved 
dovim  and  caulked,  which  cofb  at  leafl  from  one  thoufand  to  one  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  guineas.  The  expence  for  building  the  largeft  of  them 
amounts  to  fotur  thoufand  guineas.  This  is  an  enormous  price,  and  yet 
it  is  not  fb  high  as  on  Lake  Erie,  whither  all  forts  of  naval  flores  muil. 
be  fent  from  Kingflon,  and  where  the  price  of  labour  is  ftill  higher.   The 

'  *  Whether  the  political  opiiuons  of  the  officers  of  the  iixtieth  regiment,  atluded  to 
hy  the  Duke,  be  corre£Uy  fiated,  muft  be  left  to  thefe  gentlemen  to  explain.  Bat 
the  fuppofition,  that  Brhifll  officers,  from  a  mere  diflike  to  remote  garrifons,  fliould 
•eenfure  adminilhaUMi  for  not  abandoning  a  colony,  which  in  the  author's  opinion  is 
**  a  bright  jewel  in  the  Britiih  crown** — **  an  important  conqueft,"  and  the  lofs  of  which 
appesurs  to  bin  *'  a  piAlic  calamity,"  is  an  effiifioq  of  Gallic  petulance,  which  ihould 
not  pafs  unnoticed. — Tr'an/htor, 
, ,     ■  .  P  p  timbers 
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timbers  of  the  MifTafoga,  which  was  built  three  years  ago,  arc  almoil  all 
rotten.  It  is  To  caiy  to  make  proviilon  ot'  fhip-timbcr  lor  many  years  to 
come,  as  this  would  require  merely  the  felling  of  it,  and  that  too  at  no  great 
didance  from  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  ufed,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account, 
for  this  precaution  not  yet  having  been  adopted.  Two  gun-boats,  which 
arc  dcilincd  by  Governor  Simcoe  to  ferve  only  in  time  of  war,  arc  at  prc- 
fent  on  the  ftocks ;  but  the  carpenters,  who  work  at  them,  arc  but  eight 
in  number.  The  extent  of  thc' dilapidations  and  embezzlements,  com* 
mittcd  at  fo  great  a  diilance  from  the  mother-country,  may  be  eafily  Con- 
ceived. In  the  courfe  of  laA  winter,  a  judicial  enquiry  into  a  charge  of 
this  nature  was  inilituted  at  Kingilon.  The  commiiTioner  of  the  navy, 
and  the  principal  Ihip-wright,  it  was  aiTerted,  had  clearly  colluded  agaiiiil 
the  King's  intercft ;  but  intereft  and  prote^ion  are  as  powerful  in  the 
New  World  as  in  the  Old :— for  both  the  commiiTipner  and  Oiip-wright 
continue  in  their  places.,  -^-f'  -?*  '.—.-—  -'rf  -  -ci      r-  r,''  ♦      /'- 

"^  Captain  Bouchette  commands  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Onta- 
rio ;  and  is  at  thc  hiead  of  all  the  marine  eilablifhments,  yet  vvithout 
the  leaft  power  in  money- matters.  This  gentleman  pofleiTes  the  con&r 
dencc  both  of  Lord  Dorcheiler  and  Governor  Simcoe  ;  he  is  a  Canadian 
by  birth,  but  entered  the  Britilh  iervice,  when  Canada  fell  into  the 
power  of  England.  While  Arnold  and  Montoom^rV  were  befieging 
Qud>ec,  Lord  Dorcheilec^'diiguifed  as  a  Caiii^dian>  flolc  on  board  h^s 
Ihip  into  that  city,  oil  which  occaiion  he  difplay^d  mucdi  a<^ivity,  intre- 
pidity and  courage.  It  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  Lord  Dor- 
chefter  fhould  bear  in  mind  this  eminent  fervice.  By  all  accounts,  he  is- 
altogether  incorruptible,  and  an  officer;  who  treats  his, inferiors  with, 
great  mildnefs  andjuftice.  j  -r^irT  ^('**  r:*^- v*^  fuc  .rctM  :f>v  r -'•*  ■^'*^f  ^.^ 
In  regard  to  the  pay  of  the  royal  marine  force  on  Lake  Ontario ;  a 
captain  has  ten  Ihillings  a  day,  a  lieutenant  fix,  and  a  fecbnd  lieutenant 
three  fliillings  and  ii^pcnce.  Thc  feamens'  wagc^  are  eight  dollars  per 
month.  The  maftcrs  of  merchantmen  have  twenty-five  dollars,,  and 
the  failors  from  nine  to  ten  dollars  a  month.*  i-">  *ii'  «*'J^  '^'f'  li  I'jvm*  1^^»i^-f  «;•' 
,'  Commodore  Bouchette  is  artiong  thofe,  who  m6ft  ftrenuclufly  oppofe 
I'l^frrii:  r,H  the 
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the  projcd^  of  removing  to  York  the  central  point  of  tlic  force  on  tJ>r 
Iftke ;  but  hU  family  rcfide  at  Klngllon ;  and  his  landi  are  fituatcd  ncir 
that  place.  Such  reafon^  are  frequently  of  fvitticicnt  weight  to  dcCcrininii- 
political  opinioris*    i;  .     •   I -.ril  Jt>f!  ^n       •    (^  ^^iif't  '•»   iftfM  •WuTiJ 

The  defcrtion  among  the  troops  is  not  ib  confrdcrable  from  KingHon, 
a$  from  the  forts  Ofwcgo,  St.  John,  Niagara,  and'  Pctroit ;  trom  all  thole 
pods,  in  fhort,  which  lie  nearer  to  the  Umi;ed  States.  Yet,  it  is  pretty 
prevalent  in  all  the  garrifons'  of  Btitilh  America.  We  were  told  by  the 
officers,  that  the  firft  two  or  three  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  regi- 
ment from  Europe*,  no  ibldier  dcferts,  but  that  envy  and  habit  Toon  cor- 
rupt their  ni/nd<  ;  IThe  difcipline  apjp<;9fS.,t,o  mc  more  feverc  in  the  Bri- 
tiih  fervide,  than-  it  dvcr  was  ii^  0^*^  ;  the  men  are  treated  with  Icfs  atten- 
tion arid  kindnels. '  i;Mpfii'il  -j/rt  <  ;  i  ^.:  r-fUT!  ^riiv.T^  y.r  Vr  •r*f?tt>/ri  '<:{  i' 
,f,  Several  regiments  employ  the  Indians  to  apprehend  deferters.  In  ad- 
.  dition  to  the  eight  dollars,  which  are  allowed  by  government  for  every 
deferter,  brought  back  to  his  regiment,  the  captains  promife  them  eight 
dollars  out  of  their  private  purije,  and  infpirit  them  by  ibme  glaiTes  of 
cum.  Theie.  Indians  then  enter  the  American  territory,  where  they  arc 
acquainted  with  every  foot-path,  every  track,  which  they  purfue  with- 
out ever  loiihg  their  way,  and  frequently  fall  in  with  the  deferter, 
whom  they  flop,  bind  and  bring  back.  If  the  deferter,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  be  atfeiidcd  by  inhttbitants  of  the  United  States,  the 
Indians  make  no  attempt  to  rilop  him»  but  the  Englilh  officers  place  iuf- 
iicient  confidence  in  the  honeily  of  the  Indians  to  fuppofe,  that  they  will 
not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  bribed  either  by  money  or  rum,  which  tha 
deferters  might  offer.  i.i.,( 


bjt'.iiiMJj.'l  ;."1  Viwi'l»t'j   J." 
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The  nearefl  regular  Indian  habitations  are  forty  miles  diflant  firom 
Kingflon,  and  belong  to  the  Mohawks.  About  the  fame  didance  from 
the  town  are  alio  fome  villages  of  the  Miifafogas,  and  wandering  tribes 
of  the  fame  nation  are  conflantly  rambling  about  the  banks  pf  the  lake, 
pafs  a  few  nights  in  one  place  and  a  few  in  another,  crofs  the  river  on 
the  confines  of  the  United  States,  and  flop  in  the  iflands.  Hunting 
and  fifhing  are  their  only  employments.     They  are  the  filthiefl  of  all 
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the  lAdiMts,  I  Hatt  hkhetto  fe^ki,  dhd  hare  the  m<yft  ftopid  if^Mftfianc*. 
They  are  fiid  te  livfc  (xxjrlj,  to  bt  wicked  and  thietifli,  atid  iii<ttn>  -w«k 
men  and  6hildittt  all  given  to  diritildng.  Th^  tmeommon  feveritf  fif  the 
winter  in  this  country  occaiions  not  the  leaft  alteration  it!  their  inode  of 
living.  In  theiir  ihiall  canoes  they  carry  with  them  fymo  loUs  of  the 
hark  of  fbft  birch*,  which  ferve  to  cover  the  huts,  built  in  foilB  of m 
cone,  whereih^ey  llee|>,  and  which  are  fuppoi^d  merely  by  ifome  ffigbt 
props,  on  which  reft  thefe  portable  walls,  that  at  the  top  leave  a  paflage 
^for the imbke.  ■'  -   '■-■;'■      ,  •--:ni  -.■■'  \.  -.i  :y,-Li.ii^^,rj   'aww.i.ija 

Tn  the  month  of  Sefitember^t  Indknsbiritig  Wild  rice  to  KingAon, 
which  grows  on  the  borders  of- the  take,  ei|>ecially  oi^  the  American  fide. 
This  plaint,  which  loves  mar(hy  grOuhd,  fucceedis  there  remaritably  well. 
The  Indians  bring  yearly  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  this  rice, 
which  feveral  inhabitants  of  Kingfton  purchaib  for  their  own  iConfiimption. 
This  >ice  is  of^  fmaller  and  darker  grain  than  diat,  which  comes  from 
'Carolina,  Egypt^  ^c.  but  growfras  white  in  thbi;(wter,  is  of  as  good  a  fla- 
vour, and^^ds  flill  OS  good  »outiihmcnit>  as  the  fatten  The  culture  of 
rice  would  be  very  ufe^l  in  Bvirope  ^thte  ^bfiftence  of  the  poor,  efpe- 
cially  as  in  thofe  parts  the  (reqiieAt  uie  of  It  wodd  not  prove  inpsrioia  to 
health,  which  it  certainly  docs  in  hot  •eoontities^  WOdfioe  is  laid  to  be 
the  ikme  j^aht,  which  in  Catiada^s  call^  «bi/(t/79a^j<(^Ue)aV<ime').f    >  u 

The  ikmetMinks^Li&eOlitairib)  wherbthte'tHldlricegrowsi  ptoduoe 
al(b  a  i^ciOs  of  hemp;  which  grows  ttp  to  ^(CbH^idefttble  heij^  witboikt 
the  leaft  ciikure,  and  is  apparently  as  uiefiil  as  dtai,' whidi  is  cultivated 
in  FVance.  It  is  fbronger,  prodtKxs  more  leed,  and  its  tvaiifi>l3ntatiau  ta 
Europe  would  probably  be  attended  with  beneficial  refolts^  •    .  < 

To  beguile  «mwM/,  uid  efnjc^  a  few  %i«ttrs  longer  the  £>ctety  of  our 
friend,  Captain  Part,  we  aOCompanied  him  to  i&\it  diftance  of  ^  miks 
from  Kingfton.  His  detachment  occupied  ti^ven  veflTels,  and  he  had  «Mie 
for  himfclf.    The  foldiers  were  without  ocoeption  as  nmch  ifBtojucatied 

*  Bettila  lenU,  Unn.  palled  by  the  French  inhabitgnts  of  Cana^ar  iherifier. — Trai^p, 
t  The  Duke  feems  to  be  miWormed  on  this  fubjeftl.^i'he  wild' oat  (ayena  fatiia) 
is  a  plant  altogether  different  botawlld  titt^  {atpk  ^yiktttH,  Uitii.)^^r^.  ' -'  ^ '^"- 
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IS  I  ever  iftW  any  in  the  French  fervlce.  On  the  day  of  their  de- 
parture tfaey  ivere  fcarcely  able  to  row,  -which  rendered  our  tour  ex- 
treMely  todioos.  On  our  return,  wind  and  current  were  againft  us,  {o 
^at  we  proceeded  very  ilowly.  Canadians  rowed  our  boat,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  cuftom  ceaied  not  a  moment  to  iing.  One  of  them  fings  a 
ibhg,  wUch  die  r^  repeat,  and  dl  row  to  the  tune.  The  fengs  are  gay 
and  merty,  and  frequently  fomewhat  more ;  they  arc  only  interrupted  by 
the  laugh  they  occaiion.  The  Canadians,  on  all  their  tours  on  the  water, 
no  fooner  take  hold  of  the  oars,  than  they  begin  to  fmgj  from  which  they 
never  ccafe  until  they  lay  the  oars  -down  again.  You  fancy  yourfelf  re- 
moved into  a  province  of  France  ;  and  this  illuiibn  is  fweet.  Our  whole 
dily,  from  iix  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  at  night,  was  confumed' 
in-  this  tour.  So  much  the  better ;  a  day  is  gone ;  for  although  the  un- 
wearied polit^neis  of  the  officers  afibrd  us  every  day  in.  Kingfton  a  com- 
fortable dinner  and  agreeable  ibciety  from  four  to  eight  o'clock  in  the. 
evening,  yet  we  cannot  but  feel  much  ennui  in  a  place,  where  no  fort  of 
4iiyiufement,  nd  well-informed  msui,  and  no  books  fliorten  the  long  linger- 
ing dAyi-'^^"?-'" 

'  Our'iituation  is  extremely  unpieafiuit,  and  might  well  render  us  me- 
lancholy, did  we  give  up  our  mind  to  irkfbme  reflexion.  Mr.  Guillc- 
niardi*  gone  to  Miotaitreai,  with  the  Captain.     He  is  perfc6lly  right,  for 

■  he  WduJd  have  Shared  inouriwcarir  efe,  without  giving  us  the  leaft' relief. 
We  is  a  mtei  of  ftiperior  worth.     The  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  imited  to  the 
charms  of  an  enlightened  mind,  have  long  iAfpired  me  with  the  flrongcil 
attachment  for  him.     His  determination  to  leave  us  gave  me,  therefore,, 
the  utmoft  concern.. 

^  After  ahearty  breakfa{l:>  ftifved  up  at  a  place  ibmewhat  remote  from 
the  troop,  we  took  leave  of  Captain  Parr.  The  place,  where  we  breaks 
iaibed,- belongs  to  Captain  Stokc,  a  native  of  ConneAicut,  captain  in 
the  m/ilitm  of  Upper  Canada,  a  Ic^alift  and  proprietor  of  (even  hundred 
acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  of  the  Britilh  governrrent.  He  is 
owner  of  a  (aw-nvfll,  which  is  fituated  on  the  creek  of  Guanfignouguu, 
^taid  has  two  movements,  one  of  which  works  fourteen,  faws,  and  the 
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Other  only  one.  >,  The  former  may  be  widened  and  narf(Wwod ;  hjit  fre- 
quently cannot  work  all  at  qncei  fipm  the  fize  of  the  logs  and  the  thick- 
ncis  of  the  boards.  We  ikw  thirteen  faws  going ;  a  log,  fifteen  fp^  in 
length,  was  cut  into  boards  in  thirty-feven'  minutes.  The  fame  power, 
which  moves  the  iaws,  lifts  alfo,  as  it  does  near  the  falls  of 'Niagara, 
the  logs  on  the  jack*  For  the  fawing  of  logs  the  Captau^  takes  half 
the  boards;  the  price  of  the  latter  is  three  (hillings  for  o)ie  iiundred  iSbet, 
if  one  inch  in  thicknefs^,  four  ihilUngs  and  fi;^penqe,  if  one  irieh'  an<l  hailf, 
and  f  ye  (hillings,  if  two  inches.. !;  The  fame  boards,,  if  only  one  inch 
thick,  coft  five  (hillings  in  Kingfton-  On  the  other  fide  of  the  creek, 
facing  Dutchmill  (this  i&  the  rianiCrof  Captain  Store's,  mill),  iUnds  ano- 
tlier  mill,  which  belong, t<>  Mr*  Johnson.,  )^H^q■  ules!  hftlf  Ijhe  y^9X^  of 
the  creek.  We  viewed  the  latter  only  at  a  difta.nce-  ^om  the  (hoi'e ;  the 
whole  pro(pe6t  k  wild>  pleafmg  and  romantip,  ajrld  made  me  iincerely 
regret  my  un(kilfulnefs  .in<  drawing.  Th$  lan5l.is  here  >fi9  good  js  at 
K,ingiton.  .  •  '■   '   '  r'  ■"  !■>''*  ■■  •{ '■■f ''?":) ''""  !■  '   ■""j'.^'' 

Although  a  commnnical^on  by,  land  is  opciied  betrween  Montreal  and 
Kingfton,  and  though  half  the  road  is  very  good,  yet  the  intercpufie  be- 
tween the(e  places  is  moftly  carried  on  by  water.  The  rapidityrpf  the 
dream. does  not  prevent  ve(rels  from  b^ng  worked  up  the  rivery  and 
this  tedious  pa(rage  is  preferred  to  tbatby  land,  «veafor  the  troops;  AH 
the  provifions,  with  "which  Canada  is  (upplied  from  Eiuropej  are  tranf- 
ported  in  the  fame  way ;  and  the  whole  oorre(pondence  is  cs^rried  On"  by 
this  conveyance,  but  in  a  manner  extremiely  irregular ;;  at  tiipcs  eight 
days  e]ap(e  even  in  fummer,  without  any  ve(fel  going  np,,Qr  QpJi^ing 
down  the  lake.  ,  n        r-  •  r 

Duiing  our  long  refidence  in  Upper  Canada  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  a  Canadian  family,  who  were  emigrating  to  the  Illinois  River. 
The  hu(band  had  examined  the  (ettlement  laft  year,  and  was  now  re- 
moving thither  with  his  wholefamily,  confifting  of  his  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren all  embarked  in  a  boat  made  of  bark,  fifteen  feet  in  length  by  three 
in  width.  While  the  parents  were  rowing  at  the  head  and  ilem,,  the 
•children,  excepting  the  olde^,  who  was  l^kpwife  rowing,  were  feated 
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oii  nmttrdTes  or  other  cfTedb ;  and  thus  they  fang  and  purfued.  their 
%'oyage  of  at  leaft  one  thouiand  one  hundred  miles.     We  met  them  at 
Newark.     They  proceed  along  the  banks  of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  lie  ftill 
every  nighty  make  a  fort  <^  tents  of  their  fheets  fupported  by  two  poles, 
drefs  their  fupper,  eat  it,  wrap  themfelves  up  tn  their  blankets  until  the 
moming,  fet  off  at  eight  o'clock,  ilop  once  a  day  to  a  meal,  and  then 
purfuc  their  voyage  again  until  the  evening.     They  generally  advance 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  a  day,  but,  when  bad  w^eather  comes  on,  or 
they  meet  with  rapids  or  other  obftrudtions,  jwhich  foarce  them  to  go  by 
land,  their  progrefs  is  ihorter,  and  they  frequently  reft  a  whole  day. 
Having  fet  out  from  Montreal,  they  came  up  Lake  Ontario;  theiicc 
they  pais  Lake  Erie,  go  up  the  Miami  River,  travel  about  ilx  or  ieven 
miles  by  land,  and  then  reach  the  Theakiki  River,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Illinois,  or  embark  on  the  Wabaih*,  which  communicates  by  feveral 
branches  with  the  Illinois,  and  thus  proceed  to  the  fpot  where  they  intend 
to  fettle.     New  colonifts  commonly  form,  their  fettlements  on  the  banks 
of  that  river,  and  chiefly  confift  of  French  Canadians.   ^^^    . 
.  iThere  is  another  way  from  Montreal  to  the  Illinois,,  which  is  faid  to  be- 
more  frequented  than  the  former ;  namely,  up  the  Ottawas  River  or 
Crreat  River  f  to  Nipifling  Lake,  and  thence  by  the  French.  River  to  Lake 
Huron.     On  this  way  you  meet  with  thirty-fix  places  where  the  boats 
aire  t»be  carried  over  land,  which>  however,  are  very  Ihort.     From. Lake 
Huron  you  proceed  by  the  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak  to  Green  Bay^ 
thence  by  the  Crocodile  River,  Roe  Lake,,  and  River  Saxe,  alter  a  Ihort 
paiTage  over  land  toOuifconfing  River,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Miffi- 
ffippi,  which  you  defccnd  as  far  as  the  Illinois,  and  thence  go  up  this  river. 
1  he  vVay,  juft  pointed  out,  is  much  longer  than  the  other,  but  is  generally 

.:.  ..iiij;...  :  ■.         .; 

*  '"JChis  beautiful  river  of  the  north-weft  territory  h  peculiarly  celebrated  on  account 
of  a  qopper  mine  on  its  northern  bank,,  which  is  tlic  richeft  vein  uf  native  cuppei  that 
has  hitherto  been  diCcovered.-^TtanJl. 

*t  I'he  Duke  feems  mifihformed  as  to  the  appellation  of  the  Croat  River,  by  which 
the  Miami  is  mcantin  America,.riot  the  Ottawa.— r»vjw/.      ''  '••^"''*^  ^"  ^«».^,  *,*. 
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preferred,  cfpccially  by  the  agents  of  the  fur-trade.  On  turning  to  the 
wellward,  this  is  the  fame  way,  which  you  travel  from  Montreal  as  far 
the  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak,  whtdi  you  leaved  on  the  left,  to  reach 
Lake  Superiour,  on  which  you  proceed  to  the  great  carrying  place, 
thence  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  ib  on. 

The  fcttlement  on  the  Itlincns  i&  a  Uxgc  dep6t  for  the  fur-trade  ;  nay« 
■it  is  thelail  pmudpal  fadlory  in  that  dtoedkion,  the  chief  magazine  of 
which  is  at  Fort  Michillimakkinak ;  but  the  agents  travel  one  hundred 
miles  farther  and  traffic  even  with  the  Indians  of  Louiiiana. 

This  traffic  is  chiefly  carried  on  with  rum,  but  alio  with  guns,  gun- 
powder, balls,  blankets,  fmall  coral  collars,  imall  filver  buckles,  bracelets, 
and  ear-rings,  which  are  all  worn  by  the  Indians  in  proportion  as  they 
arc  more  or  lefs  rich.. 

The  common  fbandard,  by  which  the  Ind^ns  dlimate  the  -value  of 
iheir  peltry,  is  the  bcaver-lkin ;  io  many  cat-ikins  auc  worth  one  bcaver- 
fkin  ;  budklcs,  gims,  or  a  certain  quantity  of  rum,  are  worth  one  or  two 
bcaver-.fkins,  or  perhaps  only  a  part  of  one.  The  traders  generally  give 
the  Indians  in  fiunmer  a  part  of  the  artides  they  want  on  credit ;  but  l&e 
ikins  they  take  in  exchange  are  fold  at  £a  low  a  price,  and  the  provifion 
they  fell  rated  da  high,  that  they  can  well  affiird  to  give  credit,  the  more 
fo  as  the  Indians  are,  tn  general,  pret^  pundoal  in  fulfilling  their  engage- 
ments. Thefe  Indians  hunt,  live  in  &milies  rather  than  in  tribes,  and 
are,  by  all  accounts,  diftinguihed  by  the  lame  vices,  the  fame  qualities, 
and  the  fame  manners,  as  thofe  we  have  had  an  of^x>rtunity  of  observing 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  lakes. 

The  trade  in  thefe  parts  is  carried  on  not  by  the  Huckbn's  Bay  Com- 
pany, but  by  two  or  three  houfes  in  Montreal,  efpecially  by  Mr.  TonE, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  communication  of  thefe  particulars. 
The  Miflburi  River  alone  has  hitherto  been  fhut  vsp  againft  foreign  traders 
by  the  Spaniards,  who  have  there  a  fort  Befldes  the  Canadian  habita- 
tions, which  fland  along  the  banks  of  die  Illinois  either  fcattered  or 
ailembled  in  villages  and  towns,  the  Illinois  Town  contains  about  three 
thoufand  inhabitants.  There  are  alfo  fome  Canadians,  who  refide  among 
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the  Indians,  and  live  exadlly  as  they  do.  All  thefe  iettlements  are  in  the 
north -weft  territory,  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  for  that  part  of  the 
bank  j  of  the  Miflburi,  which  appertains  to  Spain,  is  not  inhabited,  ex- 
cepting St.  Louis  and  St.  Genevieve,  for  eighty  miles  from  New  Orleans, 
and  but  very  thinly  peopled  beyond  this.  '"^'^  ^^^^'^^.f^^Ti^^ 

Such  peltry  as  is  exported  in  the  courfe  of  trade  is  conveyed  to  Mont- 
real by  the  fame  way  which  the  traders  travel  to  thefe  points.  The 
mouth  of  the  Mifliffippi,  which  by  the  new  treaty  with  Spain  has  been 
ceded  to  the  Americans  *,  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which  the  Spa- 
nilh  Governor  favours  this  branch  of  commerce,  procure  their  trade  a  more 
expeditious  and  lefs  expenfive  outlet,  fo  that  in  this  way  the  expencc 
has  been  leflened  one-tenth.  By  .the  fame  way  furs  can  be  tranfmit- 
ted  either  to  the  United  States  or  to  any  part  of  Europe,  as  the  mer- 
chant choofes,  while  all  peltry,  which  reaches  Montreal,  by  the  Eng- 
liih  laws  can  be  fent  only  to  Great  Britain.  The .  proviiiod  to  be  ex- 
changed for  thefe  articles^  may  alio  be  bought  in  the  cheapeft  market, 
and,  confequently,  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  in  Montreal,  where  the 
exhorbitant  duty  on  all  merchandize,  landed  in  Canada,  and  which, 
moreover.  Great  Britain  alone  has  a  right  to  import,  raifes  their  price  in 
an  enormous  degree*' YHtP^'^M^'t^i^ Yfl^*^frf'f!"'^  {*'ff'",^1';^'    v=f^' 

The  furs  in  the  whole  of  this  couiitiy  are  of  an  inferior  quality,  if  com- 
pared with  the  peltry  of  thofe  parts  which  are  iltuated  north  of  the  lakes, 
where  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  alone  carries  on  this  trade.  By  Mr. 
Tode's  account  you  may  travel,  in  an  eaiy  manner,  from  Montreal  to  the 
Illinois  in  fifteen  days,  and  from  the  Illinois  to  New  Orleans  in  twenty.  The 
navigation  of  the  Miiliilippi  is  good,  but  requires  great  prudence  and  at- 
tention, on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the  great  number  of 
trunks  of  trees  with  which  its  bed  is  filled  in  feveral  places.  The  whole 
country,  through  which  it  flows,  is  extremely  fertile  and  delightful.     "  * 

*  By  the  treaty  of  1796,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  former  obtained  the 
free  navigation  of  tlie  Mifliflippi,  but  not  the  ceflion  of  the  mouth  or  ratlier  mouths  of 
the  river.— /"raw^. 
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'  On  Wcdncfday  the  22fl  of  July  Arrived  the  long'-expeAcd  anfwcr  from 
Lord  Dorchefter.  It  was  of  a  nature  to  ilrike  us  with  amazement — a  fo- 
lemn  prohibition,  drawn  up  in  the  uiual  form,  againft  coming  to  Lower 
Canada.  It  was  impoffible  to  eJcpc^  any  thing  of  that  kmd.  Mr. 
Hammond,  the  Engliih  Minifter  to  the  United  States,  had  invited  us 
himfelf  to  viiit  Canada)^  and  removed  the  difficulties,  which,  from  the 
report  of  other  Englilhiiien,  I  apprehended  on  the  part  of  the  Governor- 
general,  by  afluring  me,  that  Lord  Dorchefter  had  requefted  him  to  take 
it  for  the  future  entirely  upon  himfelf,  to  grant  pafTports  for  Lower  Ca- 
nada, as  he  knew  better  than  the  Governor-general  the  travellers  who 
came  from  the  United  States';  and  that  the  letters  which  he  Ihould  give 
me  would,  without  pre vioufly  cbncerting  with  Lord  Dorchefter,  leciire 
me  from  all  unpleafant  incidents.  I  could  not,  therefore,  entertain  the 
leaft  apprehcnfion  of  a  refufal,  as  H  A  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  Mr.  Hampiohd,  who  had  Ibaded  nrte  with  civilities,  would  have 
deceived  me  on  this  tfijbjed. 

But  his  Excellency  had  been  pleafed  to  ofrder  his  Secretary  to  fend  me 
ah  order  of  banifhmcnt,  v^hich  he'had  not  even  taken  the  trouble  to  fign. 
They  toM  me,  by  way  of  cohfdlat!ion>  that  his  Bxceltertcy  was  rather 
weak  of  intelled,  that  he  did  not  do  any  thing  himfelf,  &c.  ;  that  fome 
emigrated  French  pricft  might  have  played  me  this  trick  by  his  influence 
over  his  Lordlhip's  fecretarf  or  hW  miftrefs  ;— -and  well  maiy  this  be  the 
cafe  ;  for,  though.  Heaven  be  thanked  !  I  have  never  injured  any  one,  yet 
I  find  conftantly  people  in  my  way,  who  'endeiivour  to  injure  me.  But, 
be  this  as  it  may,  a  refolution  muft  be  taken,  ftnd  the  beft  of  any  is,  to 
l^ugh  at  the  difappointment.  May  it  be  the  only,  or^t  leaft  the  moit 
ferioits  fruftration  of  my  hopes,  whifch  yet  awaits  me. 

On  niy  arrival  in  Canada,  My  Grade  was  overwhelmed  with  lionours, 
attencfcd  by  officers,  complimented  and  reverenced  wherever  I  made»my 
appearance;  and  now — baniftied  from  the  fame  country  like  a  mif- 
creant ! 

**  ^tje  n  at  merit f 


"  m  cet  exch  d'honneur  n't  cette  indignite," 
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On  fueh  occafiona,  as  in  many  other  iltuations  in  life,  we  ought  to 
call  to  mindj  that  our  own  fentilnenta  and  feelings  can  alone  honour  or 
degrade  us,  aiid  that  confcious  redttude  exalts  ua  above  all  villains,  great 
and  low,  above  all  fools,  and  all  tatlers.  'A 

My  eagemeis  to  quit  the  Engliih  poiTeflions  as  fbon  as  pofllble,  after 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  will  be  eafily  conceived ;  though,  upon  the 
whole,  I  cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  the  civilities  fhewn  us  by  the 
Engliih  officers  at  Kingfton,  as  well  as  Niagara,  deferve  our  warmeil 
praife.    n,i-  ^--l^f^tm^mifif^ii^i-  m.^d'iMjd--'fl;iUi.i-S;.4U'- ..■.>'>!»rfthi*rf-^^^ 

Major  Dob  SON  being  lenfible  of  the  neoeffity  of  our  leaving  Canada 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  alliiled  us  with  true  and  iincere  politenefs,  but 
for  which  we  ihould  not  have  been  able  to  attain  our  end  fo  foon  as  we 
wilhed ;  for,  generally,  no  veiTel  fails  from  Kingfton  to  the  American 
coail  except  twice  a  year.  He  lent  us  his  own  barge,  on  board  of  which 
we  embarked,  four  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  Secretary's  letter,  for 
the  United  States,  where  no  commandant,  no  governor,  no  minifler,  en- 
joys the  right  of  offending  honeft  men  with  impunity.      '     •"■i»;!*^t;*ir:Hi 

We  ihaped  our  courfc  for  Ofwego,  where  we  hoped  to  meet  with  an 
opportunity  of  a  fpeedy  paffage  tor  Albany.  The  four  fbldiers,  who  com- 
pofed  our  crew,  were  intoxicated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  firft  day  wc 
fcarcely  made  fifteen  miles,  though  we  failed  twelve  of  them.  Mr.  Le- 
moine,  the  officer  who  commanded  them,  made  them  pay  dear  for  the 
delay  of  the  preceding  day,  by  obliging  them  to  row  this  day  at  lead 
fifty-five  miles.  We  left,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  long  ifland 
where  we  paifed  the  night.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  had  wetted  us  through 
to  the  {kin  ;  the  wind  had  deftroyed  the  flight  covering  we  had  made  of 
branches  of  trees  ;  the  mufquitoes  had  nearly  devoured  us ;  in  fliort,  wc 
had  fcarcely  enjoyed  a  moment's  reft.  But  the  weather  cleared  up ;  the 
morning  grew  fine  ;  and  we  foon  forgot  the  fuffierings  of  the  preced- 
ing night.      i>ilJ<  «Jti»l  i^iti  tUiHJ-  l«s»j3si  j^^ij^i  iii  j     <:         .^uusuijivniJttJi-jrtj  i'> 

We  reached  Ofwego  at  half  paft  eight  in  the  evening,  having  fcarcely 
ftopped  an  hour  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day.     This  paflTage  is  feldom 

••Mi^^-Tr:.  ii«  «iKJ^iii:?t  'rjysito  3^t,  Ci q  8  '     i;      >         ■, it|  ^ioitv/  ";:•     effe<fted 
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efFedled  in  lei s  thdn  two  days ;  but  infteadof  cotfting  along  the  ihore, 
vfc  ftretched  from  the  place  where  we  fawakfailed  ibraight  over  to  Of- 
wego,  without  approaching  the  land;  "an  undertaking,  which,  but  for  the 
fairnefs  of  the  weather,  might  have  proved  extrenielyi  Hazardous. 
-  Previous  to  our  departure,  we  enjoyed  the  fatufa^ion  of  hearing  the 
report  of  Admiral  Hotham's  iecond  vidtory  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  of 
the  capture  or  deilrudlion  of  four  French  ihips,  with  fifteen  thoufand 
land^troops  on  board,  deilined  for  Coriica,  contradicted  by  an  officer,  who 
arrived  from  Quebec.  This  a^ion  had  been  fo  frequently  alleged  to 
us,  as  a  proof  of  the  immenfe  fuperiority  of  Engliih  ihips  over  the 
French,  that  we  felt  extremely  happy  on  finding  the  whole  report  vanifli 
like  a  dream. 

.  The  reAoration  of  tranquillity  and  order  in  our  country  depends,  at 
this  time,  more  than  ever  on  the  fucce:flres  of  the  French.— *May  they  be 
as  complete  as  I  wifh.  Good  God,  what  would  have  become  of  us,  if 
Grreat  Britain  and  her  allies  (hould  prove  vidiorious !  I  am  free — Heaven 
be  thanked  ! — from  the  rage  againfi:  the  Engliih  nation,  which  pofTeiTes  {o 
many  Frenchmen,  and  cannot  be  juftified  by  ithe  flill  fiercer  rage  of  fbme 
Englifhmen  againil:  the  French.  The  Engliih  are  a  gallant  and  great  na- 
tion ;  I  wiih  they  might  be  iiacerely  allied  with  France —         ♦  * 


•^  Oiwego  is  one  of  the  poils,  which  Ghreat  Britain  has  hitherto  retained, 
in  open  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  though  ihe  will  be  obliged  to 
deliver  it  up  to  the  United  States,  in  the  courie  of  next  year.  It  is  a 
miferable  fort,  which,  in  the  year  1782,  was  built  at  a  coniiderable  ex- 
pence  by  General  Haloiman,  at  that  time  Governor  of  Canada.  The 
river  Oiwego,  at  the  mouth  of  which  the  fort  is  feated,  is  at  prefent  al- 
moil  the  only  courfe  for  American  veiTels  to  Lake  Ontario.  The  fort  is 
in  a  ruinous  ilate ;  one  iingle  baition,  out  of  five,  which  form  the  whole 
of  the  fortifications,  is  kept  in  better  repair  than  the  reil,  and  might  ierve 
as  a  citadel,  to  defend  for  ibme  time  the  other  works,  indefenfible  by  any 
other  means.  The  ptefent  garrifon  confiils  of  two  officers  and  thirty 
men,  under  whoie  protedion  a  cu^omhoufe-officer  fearches  all  the  vef- 
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fcls,  which  fail  up  or  down  the  river.  It  is  not  lawful  to  import  any 
other  articles  from  the  United  States  into  Canada,  but  grain,  flour,- cat- 
tle, and  provifion,  and  no  commodities  are  fuffered  to  be  exported  to 
the  United  States,  without  exprefs  permifllon  from  the  Governor  of  Up- 
per Canada ;  nay,  this  prohibition  extends  even  to  peribns,  who,  if  they 
intended  to  proceed  to  that  country  without  fuch  permifllon,  would  be 
imprifoned.  As  to  the  prohibited  exports  in  merchandize,  they  are  con- 
fifcated,  without  exception,  for  the  benefit  of  the  cuilomhoufe-officer, 
by  whom  they  are  fcized.  This  naturally  prompts  his  zeal,  and  increafes 
his  attention ;  but  there  are  fb  many  points  along  the  coafl,  where  the 
contraband  trade  can  be  carried  on,  that  it  will  hardly  be  attempted  in 
this  place,  where  the  Americans  are  fare  to  encounter  fo  many  difficul- 
ties and  obftrudlions.  Yet  ibme  veiTcls,  now  and  then,  flip  out,  under 
favour  of  the  night.  Two  or  threi,  which  failed  in  the  attempt,  were 
lafl  year  taken  and  condemned.  The  large  income  of  the  receiver  of 
cudoms,  placed  here  three  years  ago,  has  hitherto  been  confined  to  thefe 
perquifites.  Americans,  who  from  an  ignorance  of  the  feverity  and  lati- 
tude with  which  Englifh  prohibitions  are  enforced,  have  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  provifion  on  board,  than  the  rigour  of  the  Englifh  law  permits, 
frequently  fee  the  furplus  confifcated  to  the  augmentation  of  the  cuf^ 
toms,  which,  if  exacted  by  lefs  delicate  hands  than  thofe  of  the  prefent 
receiver,  might  be  carried  to  a  much  larger  amount. 
:■>  This  officer  is  called  Intendant  General :  a  line  title,  which  ornaments 
a  flation,  that,  in  fad,  knows  no  fuperiors,  but  has  alfb  no  inferiors,  ex- 
cepting a  director,  who  refides  at  Niagara.  The  intendant  general  has 
not  even  a  fecretary.  His  pay  is  ten  fhillings  a  day,  and  a  ration,  which 
is  eflimated  at  two.  He  receives  his  pay  all  the  year  round,  though  the 
navigation  of  the  lake  is  entirely  interrupted  for  five  months,  and  he  him- 
felf  is  feven  months  abfent  from  Ofwego.  Decorated  with  fuch  a  title, 
and  fumifhed  with  fuch  an  income,  he  will  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  tranf- 
aft  himfelf  the  trifling  bufmefs  of  his  place.  This  is  entrufled  to  a  non- 
commiflioned  officer,  who  makes  his  report.  This  is  figned  by  the  in- 
tendant general,  who,  in  cafe  of  abfence  from  the  fort,  leaves  blanks 
^,,,  figned 


302 


TRAVELS  IN  MO&TH  AMERICA, 


"m 


{ig^ed  on  his  tabic.  This  permit,  which  authorizes  all  velTcU  bound  t'pr 
Canada,  to  proceed  thither,  mud  alfo  be  iigned  by  the  commanding  offi> 
cer,  for  which  every  vcifel  pays  three-fourths  of  a  dollar.  For  failing  up 
the  lake  a  verbal  permit  is  given  gratis. 

The  prefent  intendant  general  is  an  intereiling  young  man,  of  the 
name  of  Mac-Donald,  who,  in  addition  to  his  talents  and  abilities, 
pofleifes  all  the  peculiar  merits,  for  which  his  family  has  long  been  dif- 
tinguiihed  in  Canada.  They  came  from  Scotland,  and  fettled  here  about 
twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Mac-Donald  fervcd  as  an  officer  in  the  American 
war.  He  is  now  on  half-pay  ;  his  brothers  hold  commiiTions  in  a  Cana- 
dian regiment,  lately  raifed,  and  one  of  them  is  fpeakcr  of  the  houie  of  re- 
prefentatives  of  Upper  Canada. 

^.•»'  A  man  of  Mr.  Mac-Donald's  extraction,  in  France,  would  injure  his  cha- 
■raAer,  in  the  public  opinion,  by  accepting  a  place  in  the  cuftoms.  In  Eng- 
land they  know  better.  There,  no  injurious  idea  attaches  to  any  profef- 
iion,  which  concurs  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  ;  and  no  bla'ne  attaches 
to  a  nobleman  for  holding  a  place  in  the  commiilion  of  the  cuftoms,  or 
■turning  merchant.  He  is,  on  the  contrary,  refpe<fted  as  much  as  if  he 
belonged  to  the  church,  the  army,  or  the  navy,  or  were  placed  in  any  other 
honourable  fituation.  Yet,  if  public  opinion  were  altogether  founded  on 
juft  and  reafbnable  principles,  it  fhould  fligmatize  all  peribns,  who  hold 
fmccurcs  without  any  ufeful  employment,  and  prefs  confequently  as 
dead  burthens  on  the  State.  This,  however,  is  not  the  caie  in  England. 
'M,  The  number  of  veflels,  which  afcend  and  defcend  the  Ofwego  during 
the  feven  months,  the  navigation  is  open,  amounts  to  about  thirty  a 
month.  By  Mr.  Mac-Donald's  account  far  the  greater  number  of 
them  carry  new  fettlers  to  Upper  Canada,  at  which  I  am  not  aftonifhed, 
it  being  a  certain  fa<fl,  that  the  emigration  from  the  United  States  to 
Canada  is  far  more  coniiderable,  than  from  the  latter  to  the  former 
country. 

^  Fort  Ofwego  is  the  only  fettlement  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  between 
Kingfton  and  Niagara,  excepting  Great  Sodus,  where  Captain  Williamfon 
forms  one,  and  which  bids  fair,  as  has  already  been  obfcrved,  to  become 
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very  profpcrous ;  it  is  thirty  miles  diftant  from  the  fort.  Twelve  miles 
behind  Ofwego,  ftands,  on  the  river,  the  firil  American  fettlcmcnt.  This 
fort  muft  therefore  Ihift  for  itfclf.  The  officers  hunt,  read,  and  drink; 
and  the  privates  do  duty,  are  difpleafed  with  their  lltuation,  and  defert. 
For  this  rcafon  the  oldeft  foldiers  are  felc6lcd  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego ; 
and  yet,  though  Icfs  open  to  temptation,  they  defert  to  the  United  States. 
This  fort,  which  lies  too  remote  for  any  communication  with  foreign 
countries,  is  for  five  months  together  CQropletely  cut  off  from  the  reft  of 
the  world  ;  the  fnow  lying  then  fo  deep,  that  it  is  impofllble  to  go  abroad 
but  in  fnow-lhoes.  A  furgeon,  who  has  feven  Ihillings  and  fixpence  a 
day,  augments  the  company  in  Ofwego.  The  gentleman,  who  fills  this 
place  at  prefent,  contributes  much  to  heighten  the  pleafurc  of  the  Ibciety, 
by  fubmitting  to  be  the  general  butt  of  railleries  and  jefls. 

The  nearell  Indian  habitations  arc  forty  miles  diftant  from  Ofwego ; 
and  yet  there  is  an  Indian  interpreter  appointed  at  this  fort,  who  has 
three  (hillings  and  fixpence  a  day  and  a  ration.    He  was  employed  during, 
the  laft  war.     In  other  places  his  appointment  might  carry  at  leaft  feme 
appearance  of  utility ;  but  here  he  is  paid  without  having  any  employ- 
ment.    The  commanding  officer  has  five  ihillings  a  day  in  addition  tO' 
the  pay  he  enjoys  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion ;  he  keeps  oxen,  cows,, 
iheep,  fowls,  &c.  which,  as  a  permanent  ftock,  one  commanding  officer 
leaves  to  his  fucceifor  at  a  fettled  price. 

The  gardens  are  numerous,  and  beautiful,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort;; 
the  lake  as  well  as  the  river  abounds  with  filh  ;  the  chace  procures  plenty 
of  game.     The  officers,  therefore,  live  well  in  this  wildemcfs,  which  they 
call  Botany  Bay,  and  yet  wilh  to  wreft  from  the  Americans..    We  ex- 
perienced from  all  of  tliem  a  very  kind  reception. 

The  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ofwego  is  very  indifferent ;  the 
trees  are  of  a  middling  growth,  and  the  wood-lands  have  a  poor  appear- 
ance. 

As  fate  would  not  permit  me  to  fee  Lx)wer  Canada,  I  Ihall  here  throw 
together  fome  particulars,  I  had  colledled  refpeding  that  country,  I 
counted  ori'certifymg  and  arranging  them  on  the  fpot;  and  although  1  have 
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not  been  able  to  do  this,  yet  they  (hall  not  be  loil,  cither  to  myfclt'  or 
my  friends. 

The  people  of  Canada  poffcfs  the  French  national  chara(5ler ;  they  are 
aftivc,  brave,  and  induftrious ;  they  undergo  the  fevered  toils,  endure 
hardlhips  with  fortitude,  and  confole  and  comfort  themlclves  with 
imoaking,  laughing  and  fuiging ;  they  are  plealed  with  every  thing,  and 
checked  and  difpirited  by  nothing,  neither  by  the  length,  or  exceffivc 
fatigue  of  a  journey,  nor  by  the  biu'  quality  of  their  food,  if  their  fpirits 
be  kept  up  by  plcafantries  and  jcfts.  They  arc  employed  in  all  voyages. 
At  the  beginning  of  fpring  tliey  are  called  together  from  the  dif- 
ferent diflrids  of  both  provinces,  either  for  the  King's  fervice,  or 
that  of  trade.  The  people,  employed  in  this  manner,  refide  about 
Montreal,  and  fome  miles  lower  down,  as  far  as  Quebec.  Several  of 
them  live  in  Montreal,  where  they  carry  on  a  trade,  which  occu- 
pies them  in  winter.  Their  own  inclination  and  talle  invite  them  to 
this  adivc  and  roving  mode  of  life.  Some  of  them  are  farmers,  who 
leave  the  houfing  of  the  harvcil  to  their  wives  and  neighbours  ;  others 
arc  artizans,  who  (hut  up  their  (hops  and  depart.  We  met  fbme  of 
them,  ivho  were  tanners,  iaddlcrs,  butchers,  joiners,  &c.  and  who  by  all 
accounts  were  very  good  workmen.  They  leave  their  country  for  a 
iummer,  for  one  year  or  more,  according  to  the  work,  which  they  arc 
called  to  perform  ;  and  fomctimes  only  for  a  fliort  voyage.  In  the  King's 
fervice  they  are  employed  in  working  the  fhips  from  Montreal,  or  rather 
China,  which  is  three  miles  nearer,  up  to  Kingfton.  This  paiTage,  which 
is  rendered  extremely  troublefbme  by  the  numerous  rapids  in  the  river, 
takes  up  nine  days,  more  or  lefs,  the  back  paiTage  only  three  days,  and 
the  lading  and  unlading  at  leail  one.  For  this  voyage  they  receive  two 
Louis  d'ors  and  are  found  in  vidluals ;  if  not  employed  in  adual  fervice, 
they  receive  no  pay.  They  now  begin  to  fcrve  as  failors  on  board  tl\c 
(hipping  on  the  lake.  Commodore  Bouchctte  is  much  pleafed  with 
them.  Their  wages  amount  to  nine  dollars  a  month  both  on  board  the 
King  s  ihips,  and  in  merchantmen,  engaged  in  the  fur-trade. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  was  attended  by  feveral  of  them  on  his  travels  to 
jit  •  the 
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die  South  Sea;  he  bring;)  them  back  with  him  from  a  journey,  which.s 
it  wns  Aippofcd,  would  extend  as  i'M  as  the  former,  but  which  he  intends 
to  terminate  at  the  lail  fa^ory.  By  the  account  of  the  Englilh  thcm- 
fclves,  who  do  not  like  them,  they  are  the  bed  rowers,  extremely  dexte- 
rous in  extricating  themfclvcs  from  difficulties,  inured  to  labour,  and 
very  fober,  though  at  times  they  are  a])t  to  drink  mm  rather  too  freely. 
hi  this  cafe  their  gaiety  grows  noify,  while  the  Englilh  in  a  iimilar  iitua- 
tion  frequently  grow  fad  and  melancholy. 

There  exift  few  people,  among  whom  crimes  arc  Icfs  frequent,  than 
among  the  Canadians ;  murders  arc  never  committed,  and  thefts  very 
fcldom  ;  yet  the  people  in  general  arc  ignorant.  But  tliis  defc^l  is  to  be 
imputed  lefs  to  the  people,  than  the  government,  whofe  lyftem  it  is  to 
chcrifh  and  preferve  this  ignorance.  No  colleges  have  yet  been  cfta- 
blifhed  in  Canada ;  and  the  fchools  arc  very  few  in  number.  Hence  it  is, 
that  the  education  even  of  the  richcil  Canadians  is  much  ncglcdled  ;  but 
few  of  them  write  with  any  tolerable  corrcdnefs  of  fpeHing,  and  a  ftiU 
fmaller  number  poilefs  any  knowledge,  though  ibme  of  them  hold  feats 
in  the  Lcgiflative  Council  of  the  province.  I  mud,  however,  mention, 
that  I  have  received  this  information  from  Englifhmen,  vi^bie  accounts 
of  the  Canadians  dcfcne  but  little  credit,  from  the  mpft  prominent  fea-^ 
turc  of  their  national  chara»fter  confiding  in  a  warm  attachment  to 
France,  which  on  every  occafion  they  difplay  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  clafs  of  fociety,  to  which  they  belong,  and  to  the  extent  of  their 
wifties  and  cxpcdations,  relative  to  the  Britiih  government. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  all  the  families  in  Canada  have  retained 
the  French  manners  and  cudoms ;  that  but  very  few  Canadians,  perhaps 
not  one  in  a  hundred,  underdand  the  Englifh  tongue  ;  that  they  will  not 
learn  it,  and  that  none  of  thole,  who  underdand  that  language,  will 
talk  it,  except  thofe,  who  from  the  nature  of  their  employments  have  a 
condant  intercourfc  with  the  military. 

•    The  Bfitifh  government  has,  fmcc  the  conqued,  from  a  filly  afFcfta- 
tion,  changed  the  names  of  the  towns,  iflands,  rivers,  nay  of  the  fmalled 
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cr^dts.  But  the  Canadians  ma&c  no  ufe  of  thcfe  new  tppellations,  but 
either  ^m  afFeftatlon  or  habit  retain  the  ancient  French  names. 

Many  members  of  the  Aifembly,  as  -well  as  of  the  Legiil&tive  Council 
of  Lo^er  Canada,  ait  French  inhabitants  of  Canada ;  the  debates  arc  car> 
ried  oh  there  in  the  French  and  Englifh  languages ;  the  fpeech  of  the 
French  niember  is  immediately  tranflated  into  Englilh,  and  of  the  Engllih 
mto  French. 

The  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Englifh  againft  the  French,  -which  is  at 
6nce  fb  ridiculous,  ib  abfiird,  and  fo  humiliating  for  the  people,  infbmuch 
ais  it  proves  them  to  be  mere  tools  of  the  ambition  of  their  miniftry — this 
hatted,  which  the  lights,  diffufed  through  both  countries,  and  the  fre- 
quent intercourfe  between  the  tiVo  nations,  had  nearly  deftroyed  in  Eu- 
rope, before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  has  not  abated  here  in  the 
feme  degree.  No  Canadian  has  juft  grounds  of  complaint  againft  the 
Britifh  government  j  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  acknowledge  unani- 
tnaafiy,  that  they  are  better  treated  than  under  the  ancient  French  go- 
ttirnment ;  but  they  love  the  French,  forget  them  not,  long  after  them, 
hope  for  thf.ir  arrival,  will  always  love  them,  and  betray  thefe  feelings 
lob  frequertly  and  in  too  frank  a  manner,  not  to  incur  the  difpleafure 
of 'flie  Et^glifli,  who  even  in  Europe  have  not  yet  made  an  equal  pro- 
gtefe  with  us  in  dilcarding  the  abfurd  prejudices  of  one  people  againft 
luiother. 

When  Lord  Dorchcftcr,  at  the  appearfthce  of  a  Var  with  the  United 
States,  tried  laft  year  to  embody  the  militia  in  Canada,  he  met  every- 
where with  remonftranccs  againft  this  meaiiire.  A  great  number  of  Ca- 
nadians refund  to  enlift  at  all ;  others  declared  openly,  **  that  if  they 
were  to  aft  againft  the  Americans,  they  would  certainly  march  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  but  that  againft  the  French  they  (hould  not 
march,  becaufe  they  would  not  fight  againft  their  brethren."  Thefe  de- 
clarations and  profcftions,  communicated  to  me  by  Englifti  ofHcers,  and 
of  consequence  unqueftionably  true,  were  not  the  efFefts  of  Jacobin  in- 
trigues ;  for,  it  is  averted,  that  at  that  very  period  the  cmiiTaries  of  the 
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Convention  complained  of  the  chara£ler  of  the  Canadians  being  averfc 
to  an  inflirre6lion ;  but  they  are  the  natural  refults  of  their  attachment  to 
France,  which  niptther  time,  nor  the  nuldneis  of  the  Engliih  adminiftra* 
tion  has  hitherto  been  able  to  extirpate.  The  <  notions  of  liber^  and  in- 
dependence are,  from  their  political  iituation,  foreign  to  their  minds. 
They  pay  no  taxes,  live  well,  at  an  ea(y  rate,  and  in  plenty ;  within  the 
compafs  of  their  comprehenfion  they  cannot  wi(h  for  any  other  good> 
They  are  ib  little  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  that  it  has  coft 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  cftabliih  Juries  in  their  country  ;  they  oppofe  the 
introduction  of  the  trial  by  juries,  and  in  civil  caufcs  thefe  arc  not  yet  in 
ufc.  But  they  love  France ;  this  beloved  country  engages  ftill  their  a£- 
fec^ion.  In  their  eilimation,  a  Frenchman  is  a  being  far  fuperior  to  an 
Engliihman.  The  French  are  the  firfl  nation  on  earth  ;  bccaufc,  attacked 
by  all  Europe,  they  have  repulfed  and  defeated  all  Europe.  The  Canai- 
dians  confidcr  themfclvcs  as  Frenchmen ;  they  call  themfelves  fb ;  France 
is  their  native  land.  Thefe  fentiments  and  feelings  cannot  but  be  highly 
valued  by  a  Frenchman,  who  mud  love  and  refpeA  the  good  people  of 
Canada.  But,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  they  difpleafe  the  Eng- 
liih, who  frequently  difplay  their  iU-humour,  efpccially  the  fpirited  and 
impatient  Britifh  officers,  by  defpifingand  abufmg  the  Canadians.  "  The 
French,"  fay  they,  "  beat  them,  ftarved  them,  and  put  them  into  irons ; 
they  Ihould  therefore  be  treated  by  us  in  the  fame  manner."  Such  are 
the  opinions  on  this  amiable  and  liberal-minded  people,  which  you  hear 
delivered  during  an  Engliih  rcpafl ;  leveral  times  have  I  heard  them  with 
indignation.  People  of  more  prudence  and  referve,  it  is  true,  do  not  pro- 
(cfa  thefe  ientinicnts  in  the  fame  raih  and  public  manner  ;  but  they  en- 
tertain them,  and  the  people  of  Canada  know  full  well,  that  fach  are,  in 
regard  to  them,  the  fentiments  of  the  generality  of  Engliihmen. 

Lower  Canada,  which  pays  no  more  taxes  than  Upper  Canada,  has  of 
late  been  obliged  to  raife  a  yearly  contribution  of  five  thoufand  pounds 
ilcrling,  to  meet  the  public  expence  for  the  adminiftration  of  juiUcc,  Ic- 
giflature,  and  other  items  in  this  province.  This  contribution  or  impoft 
is  laid  on  wiuc,  brandy  and  other  articles  of  luxury ;  it  la  rtilfcd  as  an  e3i> 
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clfe,  and  confequently  is  an indired  tax,  but  little  burthenfome  fxomits 
amount,  as  well  as  from  the  mode  in  .which  it  is  raifed ;  and  yet  it  has 
excited  much  diicontent  and  difpleafure  againft  the  reprefentatives,  who 
fan^oned  it  by  their  confent. 

This  is  an  outline  of  the  ientiments,  which  prevail  among  the  people 
of  Canada,  ,and  which  I  ihould  have  more  clofcly  examined,  had  I  been 
permitted  to  viiit  Lower  Canada.  I  have  been  aflured,  that  Lord  Dorr- 
chefter,  in  confequence  of  the  refufal  of  the  Canadians,  to  be  embodied 
in  regiments,  defired  lail  year  to  return  to  England.  Whether  this  be 
the  true  motive  of  his  deiire  to  reiign,  which  is  a  certain  fa<^,  I  know 
not.  His  di^leafure  may  alfb,  perhaps,  have  been  excited  by  the 
marked  di&pprobation  of  the  Englifh  miniilry,  refpedling  his  addrefs  to 
the  Indian  nation.  However  this  may  be,  his  refignation  has  not  been 
accepted.  Lord  Dorchefter,  from  his  conilant  good  and  kind  demean- 
our to  the  Canadians,  imagined  he  was  beloved  by  that  nation ;  his  ad- 
minifiration  has  throughout  been  marked  with  mildnefs  and  jullice  ;  he 
has  iupported  the  new  conftitution ;  he  loves  the  Canadians,  but  his  fclf- 
love  as  well  as  patriotifm  and  national  pride  have  been  much  humbled  by 
the  icntiments,  difplayed  lad  year  by  the  people  of  Canada. 
V,  I  have  already  mentioned  a  cunverfation,  in  the  courfc  of  which  fevcral 
.officers  delivered  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  for  the  intercll  of 
Great  Britain  to  give  up  Canada.  This  is  the  general  opinion  of  ail  Eng- 
lifhmen,  who  refide  in  this  country,  excepting  fuch  as  on  account  of 
their  ilations  and  emoluments  hold  a  different  language.  They,  who  fharc 
in  the  government  and  adminiflration  of  Canada,  the  Engliih  merchants 
and  families,  who  have  long  refided  here,  are  far  from  profefling  thefe 
principles,  from  a  conviction,  that  in  the  process  of  time  Great  Britain 
will  reap  coniiderable  benefits  from  the  pofredion  of  Canada.  Thefe  are 
not  the  ideas  which  I  entertain  on  this  ilibjcd;,  confidcring  either  the 
extent  or  the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  Engliih  adminidration  and 
government  in  this  part  of  the  globe.  I  conceive,  that  the  enormous 
expence,  incurred  by  Great  Britain,  is  abfolutely  unneceffary,  and  that 
the  (late  of  independence,  in  which  ihe  endeavours  to  keep  Canada,  docs 
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not  afford  the  greateft  and  moil  pennanent  advantage  ihe  might  derive 
firom  that  country. 

What  would  be  faid  of  a  miniftry,  which  would  attempt  to  convince 
England^  that  the  proceeds  of  her  trade  and  extenilve  navigation  to  Ca« 
nada  fall  much  fhort  of  her  yearly  expence  to  maintain  herfelf  in  the  pof- 
feiHon  of  that  colony,  and  propofe  to  the  Britifh  cabinet,  to  declare  it 
independent,  to  affift  it  with  fublidies  the  firft  years,  and  immediately  to 
conclude  with  the  Canadian  government  a  treaty  of  amit-y  and  com- 
merce ?     Such  a  miniftry  would  undoubtedly  be  confidercd  as  a  fet  of 
rank  Jacobins.     And  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  that  Great  Britain,  while 
on  the  one  hand  (he  favcd  a  confiderable  expenditure,  woul4  on  the  other 
lofe  none  of  her  commercial  advantages,  form  a  permanent  and  exteniivc 
connexion  with  Canada ;  and  would  fpare  herfelf  the  humiliation  of 
another  colony  being  difmen    ered  from  the  Britilh  empire.     But  fuch  a 
refolution  (hould  be  embraceo  -vithout  any  lecret  views,  and  hidden  pro- 
jects, loyally  and  frankly ;  fo  that  Canada,  enjoying  all  the  bleflings  of  li- 
berty and  profperity,  might  have  no  juft  grounds  for  any  fini^rous  appre- 
henfions.     However  abfurd  this  language  may  appear,  it  is  perhaps  prc- 
cifcly  that,  which  all  European  powers  Ihould,  at  this  time,  hold  to  their 
continental  colonies ;  nay,  with  fome  modification,  I  think  it  ihould  even 
be  addrefled  to  the  Weft-Indian  IHands.     But  uv,  uy  with  political  Ipccu- 
lations!  '^ 

The  Roman  Catholic  priefts  in  Upper  Canada  arc  of  the  fame  caft  as 
our  former  country  curates ;  their  whole  ftock  of  knowledge  being  con- 
fined to  reading  and  writing,  they  are  of  co»  .ric  unenlightened  and  luper- 
ftitious.  The  French  revolution  has  brought  thither  ibme  of  a  fupcrior 
charadcr,  who  arc  probably  lefs  indolent  and  more  tolerant  than  tb**  for- 
mer. I  am  unacquainted  with  them,  but  the  Britifh  officers  are  fo 
aftonifhed  at  feeing  French  priefts  poflefTed  of  fome  fcnfe  and  knowledge, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  they  are  very  clever. 

The  only  branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Canada  is  the  fur  trade ;  with 
the  whole  extent  and  annual  amount  of  which  I  had  fome  hopes  of  get- 
ting acquainted  during  my  intended  refidcncc  at  Montreal.     I  know  from 
Governor  Simcoc,  that  it  is  far  more  infignificant,  than  is  generally  be- 
lieved, 
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lieved,  and  that  a  confiderable  contraband  trade  in  this  article  is  already 
carried  on  in  the  United  States,  the  chief  agents  of  which  are  Canadian 
merchants.  I  know  alfo,  that  this  contraband  trade,  which  they  encou- 
rage on  the  rirer  St.  Lawrence,  may  likewi(c  be  carried  on,  without  their 
^fliftance,  with  the  United  States,  on  Lake  Eric,  as  well  as  on  fcveral 
points  of  tlic  banks  of  Lake  Ontario ;  and  that  the  furrender  of  this  fort 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  fublequent  American  fettlements  on  the 
frontiers,  will  render  it  altogether  impofllible,  to  prevent  this  contraband 
trade.  Befides,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Canadian  merchants,  who  fend 
the  peltry  to  England,  are  the  abfolute  mailers  of  this  trade  in  this  coun- 
try, and  that  a  monopoly,  which  raifcs  the  price  of  commodities  to  an  ex- 
orbitant height,  is  the  moft  powerful  incitement  to  fmuggling. 

All  the  fhips,  in  which  the  trade  between  Canada  and  Europe  is  car- 
ried on,  are  Englilh  bottoms ;  none  of  them  belong  to  merchants  of  the 
country.  Thefe  poflefs  but  a  few  vefTels,  which  are  built  at  Quebec,  and 
employed  in  the  inland  trade.  In  no  parts  of  Britifti  America  are  any 
Ihips  built,  but  fuch  as  navigate  the  lakes :  even  at  Halifax,  ihips  arc  not 
built,  but  merely  caulked  and  refitted.  No  fliips  but  Englifh  bottoms 
are  fufFered  to  fail  from  Canada  for  Europe ;  whence  it  is,  that,  if  this 
navigation  be  intercepted  or  protraded,  the  utmoft  fcarcity  of  European 
provifion  prevails  in  that  country.  This  year,  for  inftance,  all  thd  ma- 
gazines and  warchoufcs  in  Canada  were  empty,  on  account  of  the  Ihips, 
which  generally  arrive  about  the  15th  of  May,  not  having  yet  come  in 
on  the  20th  of  July.  Since  the  ift  of  July,  not  a  bottle  of  wine,  or 
a  yard  of  cloth,  could  be  procured  for  money,  either  at  Quebec  or 
Montreal.  The  officers,  who  came  from  thefe  towns,  and  had  not  been 
able  to  fiipply  their  wants,  complained  of  the  abfolute  impoflibility  of 
procuring  any  necefTary  article  in  Canada;  and,  1  undcrfland,  the 
difcontent,  which  prevails  on  this  fubjed,  is  not  confined  to  the  mili- 
tary. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  Canadians  are  indifFerent  hufband- 
men,  that  agriculture  is  imperfeiftly  underflood  in  this  colony,  and  that, 
in  this  rcfped:,  the  Englifh  have  not  tranfplantcd  hither  either  their  own 
agricultural  improvements,  or  any  branch  of  European  Ikill.     The  land 
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M  good,  tipoh  the  whole ;  the  beft,  which  is  in  the  illand  of  Montreal,  is 
wor«-K  frnm  twenty  to  twenty-four  dollars  an  acre.  From  this  circum- 
ilauce,  which  is  certain,  the  wealth  of  the  country  may  be  partly  efti- 
matcd. 

The  Icvcre  fix)ft,  which  In  winter  generally  prevails  in  Quebec,  caufes 
the  mortar  to  crack,  and  every  year  occafions  expenfive  repairs  at  the  ci- 
tadel, which  never  laft  long.  The  other  ftrong  places  in  Britifh  Ame- 
rica are  conftrufted  of  wood,  which  is  never  fcafoncd,  but  ufed  as  foon 
as  felled,  and  confequcntly  decays  very  foon.  In  the  whole  fort  of  Of- 
wcgo,  which  was  built  about  eleven  years  ago,  there  is  not  one  found 
piece  of  timber  to  be  found  ;  and  for  the  feme  reafon  the  citadel  of  Ha- 
lifax, which  was  conftrudled  only  fcvcn  years  ago,  is  now  rebuilding  from 
the  ground.  This  is  all  the  information,  which  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
led, and  wliich,  however  imperfe<3:  it  be,  may  yet  fervc  as  a  guide  to 
other  travellers  in  their  piu^uits  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

The  northern  borders  of  the  bafon,  which  holds  the  waters  of  the  Ni- 
agara,  jvift  aboye  the  falls,  confiil  of  a  fat  and  ilrong  rcddiih  earth,  lying 
on  a  ground  of  li'me-ilone. 

The  rocks,  between  which  the  ftupendous  catara<5t  of  Niagara  rufhes 
down,  are  alio  Ume-ilone,  as  are  numerous  fragments  of  rocks,  which  ap« 
pear  within  the  chafm,  and  have  undoubtedly  been  fwcpt  away  by  the 
tremendous  torrent.  At  the  bottom  of  the  balbn  you  fee  alfo  large 
maffes  of  white  ftonc,  of  a  fine  grain,  which  the  inhabitants  alTcrt  to  be 
the  petrified  foam  of  the  fall,  but  which,  in  fsi6\,  appears  to  confift  of 
yitriolated  lime.  It  does  not  eiFcrvefce  with  acids.  I  have  tried  no  other 
experiments. 

The  ground  between  the  falls  and  Queen's  Town  is  a  level  tra<5l:,  Ibme 
hundred  feet  elevated  above  the  plain,  which  joins  Lake  Ontario,  and  in. 
which  the  town  of  Newark,  and  the  fort  of  Niagara  are  fituated. 

This  whole  tra<ft  fecms  to  confift  of  lime  and  free  ftone,  which  contain, 
petrifadions  of  fea  animals. 

Over  the  plain  near  Newark  are  fcattered  large  mailes  of  a  reddifh  gra- 
nite, which  lie  infulated  on  the  liiue-ilone,  like  the  large  blocks  of  gra- 
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nitc,  which  you  fee  on  Mount  Salcve,  near  Geneva ;  fo  that  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  account  for  their  origin.  *- 

'"■•  In  the  environs  of  Toranto,  or  York,  the  foil  is  in  fome  places  iandy,  in 
others  light  clay ;  no  rocks  are  here  to  be  found.  f  - 

-•-  In  Kingfton,  or  Kadaraque,  on  the  north-caftcrly  extremity  of  I^ake 
Ontario,  you  find  again  the  argillaceous,  fine  grained  limc-rtonc,  of  a  dark 
grey  colour.  Here,  as  nearly  all  along  the  borders  of  the  lake,  arc  found 
different  forts  of  flints,  fchift,  quartz,  and  granite. 

You  alfo  find  at  Kingflon,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fhore,  a  large 
black  conglomeration,"  which  has  the  apjMiarancc  of  bafalt,  and  great  quan- 
tities of  free-flonc,  with  pctrifa<^ions  of  lea  animals. 

The  trees  and  plants,  I  have  met  with  in  Upper  Canada,  are  nearly 
the  fame,  which  I  obfcrved  in  the  northern  diflri^l  of  GcnefTee.  Yet  I 
found  the  buck-eye,  called  by  the  Canadians  boh  chicot,  the  ftve-lcavcd 
ivy,  which  I  have  fcen  branched  thirty  feet  high  around  an. oak  tree,  the 
red  cedar,  the  fmall  Canadian  cherry  (ragou  minier),  and  black  or  fwcet 
birch.  I  have  feen  neither  a  papaw,  nor  a  cucumber  tree.  The  gin- 
feng  root,  which  is  pretty  common  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
abounds  in  Canada,  but  forms  here  not  fo  confiderable  an  article  of  trade, 
as  in  the  former  country.  The  Canadians  ufe  an  infiifion  of  this  root  as 
a  cure  for  pains  in  the  flomach,  efpecially  if  they  proceed  from  debility  ; 
for  colds,  and,  in  fliort,  in  all  cafes  where  pcrfpiratlon  may  be  required. 
They  alfo  make  ufe  of  the  leaves  of  maiden  hair*,  which  is  found  in 
great  abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingflon,  inflead  of  tea. 

Mr.  Guillemard  having  communicated  to  me  the  journal  of  his  tour 
to  I-KDWcr  Canada,  I  fhall  extraft  from  it  fuch  particulars,  as  appear  mofl 
proper  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  information,  which  I  have  myfelf 
been  able  to  coUeft.  This  journal  confirms,  upon  the  whole,  the  general 
obfervations,  which  I  have  made  on  that  country.  Although  the  intelli- 
gence, gathered  by  Mr.  Guillemard,  be  not  altogether  as  minute  as  I  could 

...j^  •  Adiaiithum  capillus  veneris,  Linn,  a  plant,  from  whicli  the  once  cclebrutcd  "  /pop  dr 
••  capUlaire"  took  ils  name,  which  P.  Forpiins,  a  phyfician  of  Montpcllicr,  rccommcmlcd 
as  an  univerfal  medicine,  in  his  trcatife  '*  De  Adiantho,"  publiflicd  1 63  ^. — Tf,i»f!. 
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have  wifhcd,  yet  from  the  corrcdnefs  of  his  judgment,  uml  his  characUr 
for  veracit) ,  the  truth  of  his  remarks  cannot  be  quedioncd. 

The  paiTa^ere  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec  is  made,  as  far  as  China,  in  Ca- 
nadian  veflcls  of  about  ten  or  fifteen  tons  burthen.  The  navigation  from 
China  to  Monircal  being  intercepted  by  the  falls  of  St.  Louis,  this  part 
mufl  be  travelled  by  land.  Ships  of  any  burthen  may  fail  from  Mon- 
treal to  Quebec.  ^ 

The  rapids  arc  of  various  defcriptions.  They  are  cither  whirlpools, 
occafioned  by  rocks,  againil  which  the  water,  ftrikes  in  its  courfe,  or 
ilrong  declinations  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  rapid  motion  of  which 
is  checked  by  few  or  no  obftrudlions.  Carried  by  rapids  of  this  nature, 
Ihips  may  advance  fixteen  miles  in  an  hour.  Thoic  of  the  former  de- 
fcription  arc  the  moft  dangerous,  though  misfortunes  but  feldom  occur. 
They  are  moft  frequent  on  the  cedar  paiTage. 

From  Montreal  to  Quebec  the  river  flows  with  great  velocity,  but 
without  any  rapids.  In  Lake  St.  Peter  *  iliips  muft  keep  within  a  na- 
tural canal,  from  twenty  to  fifteen  feet  in  depth  ;  in  other  places  the  lake 
is  only  from  four  to  fix  feet  deep.  It  is  under  contemplation  to  make  a 
canal  from  China  to  Montreal,  by  which  the  interruption  of  the  water 
conveyance  from  China  to  Montreal  will  be  removed. 

There  arc  few  or  no  fettlements  between  Kingfton  and  St.  John's,  the 
chief  place  of  the  lower  diftritlil  of  Upper  Canada,  about  midway  between 
Kingfton  and  Montreal.f  Between  this  place  and  Montreal  they  are 
rather  more  numerous,  yet  ft  ill  few  in  number. 

The  right  banks,  belonging  to  England,  are  more  thinly  inhabited  than 
the  left.  The  few  habitations  you  here  meet  \%lth  lie,  almoft  all  of 
them,  contiguous  to  the  river.  Between  Montreal  and  Quebec  th<:y  ftand 
more  cloiely  together.    Even  the  inland  parts  are  inhabited  within  three 

*  ""(his  lake  is  a  part  of  St.  Tawrcncc  vivcr.  Its  centre  Is  fixty  ciglit  miles  aln)vr 
(Quebec,  and  two  iiundrcd  and  five  north-eall  of  Kingfton,  at  tlie  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario. 
Trar^ater. 

t  St.  John's  belongs  not  to  the  lower  diftriA  of  Tpper  Canada,  but  to  Lower  Canada. 
By  an  ordinance  of  the  1th  of  July,  1796,  it  has  been  cftablifhcd  as  the  fulc  port  of  entry 
and  clearance  for  all  goods  imported  from  the  interior  of  thr  I'nitcd  5itiites  into  Canada. 
i'tatifiutar, 
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or  four  miles  of  the  fhore  ;  and  fo  arc  almoft  all  the  borders  of  the  rivers 
and  brooks  which  fall  into  the  dream.  To  judge  from  the  habitations 
and  the  mode  of  cultivation,  theie  fettlements  are  the  word  of  any  you 
meet  with  in  the  United  States ;  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  the  plan- 
tations do  not  extend  to  ib  great  a  diilance  into  the  interior  of  the 
country. 

The  foil  is  generally  good,  efpecially  in  the  iflands.  It  bears  a  variety^ 
of  fine  trees  and  excellent  grafs.  The  land  in  the  ifland  of  Montreal  is 
cfleemcd  the  befl ;  while  in  other  inhabited  parts  the  price  of  the  land  in 
at  moft  five  dollars  per  acre,  it  cofb  in  the  ifland  of  Montreal  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five.  There  are  eflates  in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  cither  fome- 
what  better  cultivated  than  the  refl,  or  furniflied  with  a  good  dwelling- 
houfe  and  out-buildings,  the  lands  belonging  to  which  bear  a  flill  higher 
price.  Upon  the  whole  there  is  but  little  land  fold,  either  from  the 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  or  the  difficulties  attending  a  fale,  for  rcafbns 
which  I  fhall  detail  in  another  place. 

Agriculture  is  as  bad  in  Lower  Canada  as  it  poHibly  can  be.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  no  manure  is  known  but  flablc  dung, 
and  even  this  the  farmers  ufed  not  long  ago  to  throw  into  the  river. 
What  is  here  called  cultivated  land  is,  even  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  ground  merely  cleared  in  trads  of  about  forty 
or  fifty  acres,  and  cnclofed  with  rough  fences.  In  the  midft  of  thcfo 
trails  are  fmall  plots  of  cultivated  ground  fown  with  wheat,  Indian  corn, 
rye,  peafe,  and  clover ;  they  very  fcldom  take  up  the  whole  fpace  en- 
cloied.  The  farmers  are  a  frugal  fct  of  people,  but  ignorant  and  lazy. 
In  order  to  fucceed  in  enlarging  and  improving  agriculture  in  this  pro- 
vince, the  Kaglkh  government  mufl  proceed  with  great  prudence  and 
perfeverance.  For,  in  addition  to  the  unhappy  prejudices,  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  entertain  in  common  with  the  farmers  of  all  other 
countries,  they  alfb  fofter  a  flrong  miflrufl  againft  every  thing  which  they  t 
receive  from  the  Englifh  ;  and  this  miflrufl  is  grounded  on  the  idea,  that 
the  Engliih  are  their  conquerors,  and  the  French  their  brethren. 

There  s 
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'  There  arc  fomc  exceptions  from  this  bad  agricultural  fyftcm,  but  they 
are  few.  The  bed  cultivators  arc  always  landholders  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. Mr.  Touzy,  an  Englilh  clergyman  in  Quebec,  who  arrived  very 
lately  from  SuiFolk  in  England,  is  now  occupied  in  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing in  the  Englilh  manner  from  feven  to  eight  thoufund  acres,  which  he 
holds  from  government,  or  at  lead  a  part  of  this  grant.  Should  he  be 
gifted  with  lufficient  pcrfeverance  to  fuccecd,  he  cannot  fail  to  become 
extremely  ufcful  to  this  part  of  the  globe.  In  the  mean  while,  it  is  a 
matter  of  general  aftonifhment  in  Quebec,  that  he  Ihould  form  any  fuch 
cdabliiliments  at  ib  great  a  didance  from  the  town,  and  yet  tliis  didance 
exceeds  not  fifteen  miles. 

On  the  road  from  Montreal  to  Quebec  the  dweUing-houfes  arc  fome  of 
them  built  with  fmall  doncs,  and  others  with  wood  pladcred  over  with 
lime,  which  abounds  in  the  country  ;  the  infide  of  fuch  of  thcfe  build- 
ings, as  are  inhabited  by  Canadians,  is  miferable  and  filthy.  In  mod  of 
them,  which  dand  along  the  road,  and  where  of  confequencc  the  deatli 
of  the  King  of  France  is  know  n,  you  find  his  portrait,  the  print  which 
reprefents  him  taking  leave  of  his  family,  his  execution,  and  his  lad 
will.  All  thefe  prints  are  fomething  venerable  to  the  Canadians,  without 
impairing  their  attachment  to  the  French.  ,^ 

Montreal  and  Quebec  refemble  two  provincial  towns  in  France ;  the 
former  dands  in  a  pleafant  and  delightful  fituation  ;  the  latter  is  feated 
half  on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  half  on  the  adjoining  rock.  The  lower 
part  of  the  town  is  inhabited  by  the  merchants  and  trade's-people,  and 
the  upper  part  by  the  military.  From  its  pofition,  encircled  as  it  is  with 
mountains,  and  from  the  works  condru<fled  to  cncreafe  its  a6lual  drength,. 
Quebec  belongs  to  the  fortrefies  of  the  fecond  or  third  rank. 

The  military,  it  feems,  enjoy  in  this  city,  on  account  of  the  prefence  ' 
of  the  Governor-general,  and  of  the  great  number  of  officers  and  other 
perfons  attached  to  the  army,  the  fame  didindlion  in  fociety,  which  the 
merchants  poflefs  at  Montreal. 

The  Canadian  gentry,  who  refide  in  towns,  are  mucu  poorer  than  the 
Englifli,   invited   hither  either   by  confiderablc  pay,  attached  to  their. 
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places,  or' ((jftic  other  valuable  income.  They  live  in  general  by  thcmfcU'C}! ; 
and  as  they  fpcnd  Icfs  than  the  ICnglilh,  the  latter  arc  apt  to  call  them 
avaricious  and  pro\id  ;  and  the  formcrr  tail  not  to  return  the  compliment 
in.  a  different  manner.     The  Englifh  merchants  are  rich  and  hofpitable. 

In  point  of  furniture,  meals,  &c.  the  Englilh  faihions  and  manners 
prevail,  even  in  fomc  of  the  mod  opulent  Canadian  families  connedled 
with  adminiftration.  In  other  Canadian  families  of  diiliniflion  the  French 
cuftoms  have  been  prefcrved. 

Tlic  export  and  import  trade  of  Canada  employs  about  thirty  veflels, 
and  is  merely  carried  on  with  and  through  England.  From  an  cxtra<fl 
of  the  cuftom-houfe  books  for  1780,  procured  by  Mr.  Guillemard,  the 
exports  in  that  year  appear  to  have  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  Halifax  currcnc}% 
and  the  imports  to  two  hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  fixty-two.  Since  that  year  not  only  large  quantities  of  corn  have 
been  exported,  but  the  trade  has,  upon  the  whole,  been  confiderably  cn- 
creafed  by  the  great  agricultural  improvements  made  in  both  provinces, 
but  efpecially  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  whole  amount  of  a  common  harvcft  in  Lower  Canada  is  eft i mated 
^  four  thoufand  bu(hels,  three  fourths  of  which  are  confumed  in  the 
country.     The  principal  depSt  of  the  peltry-trade  is  in  Montreal. 

I  fliall  at  the  end  of  this  article  fubjoin  fomc  fatisfa<ftory  information  - 
refpeding  this  trade,  extradcd  from  a  journal,  the  veracity  of  which  is 
unqueilionable. 

The  navigation  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  is  ihut  up  by  froft  feven 
months  of  the  year. 

An  iron- work  on  the  Trots  RhUres,  and  a  diftillery  near  Quebec,  arc 
the  only  manufaftories  in  Canada,  and  both  in  a  very  low  ftate.  The 
iron- work  cannot  even  fupply  Lower  Canada  with  the  neceffary  articles ; 
it  belongs  to  merchants  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  who  make  no  ufc  of 
the  machinery  employed  in  England  in  manufadlories  of  that  defcription. 
The  iron- ore  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  rivers,  and  alfo  in  grains  on 
the  furface  of  the  ioiL     It  is  very  rich,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
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St.  Maurice  ore.  The  work  employs  about  twenty  workmen,  all  of  them 
Canadians ;  they  forge  the  iron  into  bars,  manufacture  tools  fur  arttfans, 
utcnfiU,  pots,  &c.  and  earn  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  a  day,  but  arc  not 
b(>arded  by  the  owners  of  the  work. 

it  In  the  diftillery  whiiky  and  geneva  are  diftilled,  but  very  little  of  cither. 
Tlie  number  of  workmen  is  very  fmall ;  their  daily  wages  confiil  in  two 
Ihillings  in  money  and  board.  The  Canadians,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the 
back  country  in  the  United  States,  manufadure  thcmfclvcs  all  the  clothes 
they  want  for  their  families. 

*  The  Roman  Catholic  religion  forms  the  eAabliflicd  church  in  Lower 
Canada  ;  the  miniilcrs  arc  fupported  by  tythcs  and  gifts,  and  out  of  the 
cllatcs  acquired  Xty  the  clergy.  All  the  churches  in  the  country  belong 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  pcrfuafion,  and  arc  tolerably  well  frequented  by 
the  people.  The  clergy  of  the  Kpifcopal  church  arc  paid  by  the  king  ; 
as  well  as  the  Protcilant  bilhop,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  bifhop  of 
Upper  Canada.  Divine  fcrvicc  is  performed  by  Protcftants,  in  Roman 
Catholic  churches  or  chapels,  at  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Trois  Rhihes, 
In  the  country  there  is  no  religious  worlhip  but  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

A  convent  of  Urfeltnes  inQuebec,  and  another  in  Montreal,  and  a  focicty 
of  Charitable  Sifters,  who  attend  the  hofpituls  and  lazarettoes,  are  the 
only  nunneries  of  Lower  Canada.  The  revenue  of  the  hofpitals  confided 
in  part  of  annuities,  paid  by  the  city  of  Paris,  the  payment  of  which  wa« 
flopped  in  purfuance  of  a  decree  of  the  French  National  Affcmbly  ;  and 
this  deficiency  has  not  hitherto  been  made  up  in  any  other  manner.  Two 
Francifcans  only,  and  one  Jcfuit,  are  remaining  of  the  numerous  con- 
vents of  thcfc  orders  which  fubfiltcd  here  at  the  time  of  the  conquefl  of 
Canada.  One  of  thcfc  Francifcans,  it  is  affcrtcd,  has,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  taken  the  vow  ^nce  that  time,  and  the  Jcfuit  is  rather  a  prieft, 
who  ftyles  himfclf  a  Jcfuit,  than  really  a  member  of  that  religious  com- 
munity. By  virtue  of  a  grant  of  his  Britannic  Majeily,  all  the  eilates  in 
Canada,  which  belong  to  the  Jefuits,  go  to  Lord  Amhcrd  at  the  deceafe 
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of  the  lall  member  o(  tliat  community  in  the  pro^  iiicc  ;  and  runvnir 
fays,  that  the  proceeds  of  tlicic  ellatcs,  enjoyed  by  t\\c  J'oi-dl/ant  monk, 
which  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  a  year,  are  tlic  true  caui'e  of  the  en- 
mity \vhich  fublilb  between  Lord  Amherft  and  Lord  Dorclieiler. 

The  femlnary  in  Uuebcc  is  kept  by  a  fort  of  u  ingregation  or  frater- 
nity, known  by  the  name  of  the  Friefts  of  St.  Sulpice,  w  ho,  prior  to  the. 
conqucft,  pollefled  three  Inch  houfes,  namely,  one  in  Siam,  one  in  Pon- 
dicherry,  and  one  in  Ciuebec.  Since  that  time  the  feminary  fupports  it- 
felf  by  its  own  means.  The  elltites  wliich  it  poUciVes  are  confiderable,  at 
Jcaft  in  point  of  extent,  and  contain  from  fifty  to  fixty  thoufand  acres  ; 
yet,  as  the  feminary  poirelfes  not  the  right  to  difpofc  either  of  tlie  whole 
or  any  part  of  them,  and  confequuntly  cannot  gain  any  advantage  from 
thefc  cllatcs  but  by  farming  tliem  out  to  tenants,  who  pay  no  more  tlian 
about  a  bufliel  and  a  half  of  corn  for  every  ninety  or  a  hundred  cultivated 
acres,  the  proceeds  exceed  not  in  the  whole  five  hundred  dollars  jjcr 
annum.  The  mill,  which  the  feminary  poflefles  in  the  Ifland  of  Mon- 
treal, is  let  for  fomewhat  more. 

Befides  the  ledures  on  theology,  which  arc  delivered  in  the  feminary, 
Latin  is  alfo  taught,  and  the  fcholars  are  even  inllrudled  in  reading.  Thi« 
bufinefs  is  confided  to  young  clergymen,  who  purfue  their  iludies  to  ob- 
tain the  order  of  pridthood,  and  arc  excufed  from  certain  excrcifes, 
without  which  they  would  not  be  qualified  to  take  orders,  on  account 
of  their  being  engaged  in  the  inllrudion  of  youth.  This  feminary  forms 
the  only  refource  for  Canadian  families,  who  wilh  to  give  their  children 
any  degree  of  education,  and  who  may  certainly  obtain  it  there  for  ready 
money.  *  * 

Upon  the  whole  the  work  of  education  in  Lower  Canada  is  greatly 
negleAed.  At  Sorrel,  and  Trois  Rivieres,  are  a  few  fchools,  kept  by 
nuns,  and  in  other  places  men  or  women  inflru^  children.  But  the 
number  of  fchools  is,  upon  the  whole,  fb  very  fmall,  and  the  mode  of  in- 
ftru6lion  fo  defedlive,  that  a  Canadian  who  can  read  is  a  fort  of  pheno- 
menon.    From  the  major  part  of  thefe  fchools  being  governed  by  nuns 
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and  other  women,  the  number  of  the  latter,  who  can  read,  is,  contrary 
to  the  cudom  of  other  countries,  much  greater  in  Canada  than  thut  of 
men. 

The  EngliAi  government  is  charged  with  dcfigiicdly  keeping  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  in  ignorance ;  but  were  it  finccrcly  defirou^  of  producing 
an  advantageous  change  in  this  refpe(^t,  it  would  hiuc  as  great  obllaclcs 
to  furmount  on  this  head  as  in  regard  to  agriculturol  improvements. 

The  feudal  rights  continue  in  the  fame  force  in  Canada  as  prcvioufly 
to  the  conqueft.  The  proprietors,  or  lords  of  the  manor,  have  alien- 
ated or  alienate  the  lands  on  condition  of  an  annual  recognition  being 
paid  by  the  tenants,  which  amounts  to  a  buihcl  or  a  buflicl  and  half  of 
grain. 

At  every  change,  in  rcfpc«^  to  the  occupiers  of  land,  except  in  a  cafe 
ot  a  fucceflion  in  dlrcd  lineage,  the  lord  of  the  manor  levies  a  fee  of 
two  per  cent ;  and,  in  cafe  of  fale,  he  not  only  receives  a  twelfth  of  the 
purchafe-money,  but  has  alfo  the  right  of  redeeming  the  eftate ;  he 
moreover  enjoys  the  exclufivc  right  of  building  mills,  where  all  the  pcf)- 
ple,  who  inhabit  within  the  precinds  of  the  manor,  arc  obliged  to  have 
their  com  ground. 

The  mills  are  fo  few  in  number,  that  frccjucntly  they  are  thirty-fix 
miles  diftant  from  the  farms.  The  miller's  dues  amount  to  a  fourteenth, 
according  to  law  ;  but  the  millers  are  as  clever  in  Lower  Canada  as  clfc- 
where,  and  contrive  to  raife  them  to  a  tenth.  The  bolting  is  performed 
by  the  farmers  in  their  own  houfes.  The  mills  arc  numerous  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  belong  to  the  ieniinarj'. 

On  lordlhips  of  the  manor  being  fold,  a  fifth  of  the  purchafc-moncy 
goes  to  the  crown  ;  all  thcfe  fees  and  charges,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, 
greatly  impede  the  fale  of  eftates. 

'The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  exadly  the  fame  as  in  Upper  Canada. 
In  this  refpeft  Lower  Canada  is  divided  into  three  diftrids.  The  penal 
and  commercial  laws  are  the  fame  as  in  England  ;  but  the  civil  law  con- 
lifts  of  the  cnftoms  of  Paris,  modified  by  the  conllitutional  adit  of  Canada, 
nnd  by  fubfequent  adls  of  the  legillative  power.  Nineteen  twentieths  of 
«-  all 
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all  property,  amenable  before  the  courts  of  juflicc,  belong  to  merchants. 
Criminal  offences  are  very  feldom  committed  in  Canada.  -^ 

The  fiA  c  thoufund  pounds,  which  laft  year  were  voted  for  the  expence 
of  the  legiflature,  &c.  arc  raifed  by  means  of  an  excife  on  liquors. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Canada  is  rather  dry,  and  very  cold  in  winter ; 
the  fky  is,  at  all  times,  beautifully  clear  and  lerene.  In  the  months  of 
January  and  February  REAUMUR'sthermometer  {lands  generally  at  twenty 
degrees  below  the  freezing  point.  In  1 790  it  fell  quite  below  the  fcale, 
and  the  quickfilvcr  retreated  into  the  ball.  In  fummer  fome  days 
are  cxccirively  hot,  and  the  thermometer  ftands  at  twenty-four  degrees ; 
this  year  it  mounted  to  twenty-eight.  The  heat  in  fummer,  it  has  been 
obferved,  becomes  more  intenfe  and  continues  longer,  and  in  winter  the 
cold  gro\\'s  more  moderate  than  formerly.  The  climate  is  healthy  ; 
epidemical  difcafes  arc  very  rare  ;  but,  on  account  of  the  fevere  cold, 
cancerous  fores  in  the  face  and  hands  are  very  frequent.  The  declination 
of  the  magnetic  needle  at  Quebec  is  twelve  degrees  to  the  weft. 

There  exifts  no  incorporated  municipality  either  at  Montreal  or  Que- 
bec. The  police  of  thcfe  towns  is  managed  by  juftices  of  the  peace, 
who  fix  the  price  of  proviflon,  and  dire<ft  every  public  meafure  relative  to 
this  fubje6l.  They  alfo  meet  once  a  week  for  the  adminiftration  of 
jufticc,  and  decide  on  petty  offences. 

As  to  charitable  inftitutions,  they  confift  in  two  hofpitals,  one  at 
Montreal,  the  otiier  at  Quebec,  and  a  lazaretto  at  the  latter  place.  They 
arc  inconfiderable  and  badly  managed,  efpecially  in  regard  to  the  abilities 
of  the  phyficians  who  attend  the  fick. 

Throughout  all  Canada  there  is  no  public  library,  except  in  Quebec, 
and  this  is  fmall  and  confifts  moftly  of  French  books.  From  the  political 
fentiments  of  the  truftees  and  diredorsof  this  library,  it  is  a  matter  of 
aftonifhment,  to  find  here  the  works  of  the  French  National  Aflcmbly. 
It  is  fupportcd  by  voluntary  contribution. 

No  literary  locietv  exifts  in  Canada,  and  not  three  men  are  known  in 
the  whole  country  to  be  engaged  in  fcientific  purfuits  from  love  of  the 
fcicnces.     Excepting  the  Quebec  almanack,  not  a  fmglc  book  is  printed 
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ill  Canada.  Meteorological  obfcn^ations  are  made  with  peculiar  care, 
but  only  lor  his  own  amufement,  by  Dodlor  Knott,  pliylkian  to  the 
army,  and  a  man  of  cxtcnfivc  knowledge. 

Provifion  is  much  cheaper  in  Lower  Canada  than  in  the  Uiilu\l 
States  ;  the  price  of  beef  is  three  or  four  fous  a  pound,  mutton  fix,  veal 
five,  and  fait  pork  from  eight  to  twelve  fous.  A  turkey  cods  from  eigh- 
teen pence  to  two  fhillings,  a  fowl  from  fix  to  cighty5/«,  wheat  from  fix 
to  /even  fliillings  a  builiel,  oats  three,  Indian  corn  from  five  to  fevcn, 
fait  one  dollar  a  bufhcl,  bread  two  fom  a  pound,  and  butter  eight 
fous  [money  of  Canada,  reckoning  the  dollar  at  five  fliillings.]  Day- 
labourers  generally  earn  in  fummcr  two  fliillings  and  fix-pence  a  day, 
women  half  that  money  ;  in  winter  the  wages  of  the  former  are  one 
fliilling  and  three-pence  a  day,  and  the  latter  are  paid  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion as  above.  A  man-fcrvant  gets  about  five  dollars  a  month.  The 
rent  for  a  good  convenient  houfc  amounts  in  Quebec  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  and  in  Montreal  to  one  V*«indrcd  and  fifty.  The 
price  of  land  has  already  been  flated. 

The  markets,  both  at  Montreal  and  Quebec,  are  but  moderately  fup- 
plied  in  comparifon  with  the  abundance  in  the  markets  of  the  large  towns 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Guiilcmard  in  his  journal  afligns  to  the  Canadians  the  fame  cha- 
radcr,  which  I  have  above  delineated.  The  firll  clafs,  compofed  of  pro- 
prietors, and  people  attached  to  the  Britifli  government,  detefl:  the 
French  Revolution  in  every  point  of  view,  and  fecm  in  this  refpc<St  even 
to  outdo  the  P^nglilh  miniftry.  The  Iccond  clafs  of  Cana<lians,  who 
form  a  fort  of  oppofition  againft  the  proprietors  and  gentry,  applaud  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution,  but  abhor  the  crimes  which  it  has 
occafioned,  without  their  attachment  to  France  being  in  the  Icail:  im- 
paired by  thefe  atrocities.  T"he  third,  or  lall,  clafs  love  France  and  the 
French  nation,  without  a  thought  of  the  French  Revolution,  of  \Nhicli 
they  fcarcely  know  any  thing  at  all. 

Lord  Dorcheller  bears  the  charadcr  of  a  worthy  man,  poflelTed  of  all 
the  vanity  of  a  darling  of  fortune.     His  Lady,  who  is  much  younger  than 
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her  hufband,  and  determined  not  to  facrificc  any  of  the  enjoyments 
which  pride  can  afford,  takes  pccuUar  care  to  keep  alive  the  vanity  of 
her  Lord.  **************** 
******************** 
******************** 

The  fettlcmcnts  form,  as  already  mentioned,  a  large  ftripe  of  about 
fcven  or  eight  miles  in  breadth  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  The  whole 
unfettled  country  appertains  to  the  Crown,  which  is  ever  ready  to  make 
any  grants  that  may  be  demanded  ;  but  the  formalities,  and  rcferva- 
tions  conneded  with  them,  deter  many  people  from  making  applications 
for  land.     All  the  new  fettlers  come  from  New  England. 

On  both  fides  of  the  road  which  leads  from  St.  John's  to  Quebec, 
near  Lake  St.  Peter,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  arc  fome  Indian  villages.  One  of  them  is  Lorctto,  five  miles 
from  the  latter  place.  The  Indians  of  Loretto  have  attained,  it  is  affcrted, 
the  lafl  flage  of  civilization,  at  Icafl  in  point  of  the  corruptncfs  of  morals 
and  manners.  No  other  Indian  village  can,  in  this  refped,  rival  Lorctto*. 
.  Thefc  Indians,  who  on  working-days  drcfs  like  the  Canadians,  wear 
on  fcafls  and  fundays  their  ufual  drcfs.  They  cultivate  their  fields  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  whites,  live  like  them,  and  fpcuk  the  fame  language  ; 
they  are  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion,  and  a  curate  rcfides  in  the 
village. 

The  fettlcments,  which  carry  a  more  Indian  appearance  than  this  vil- 
lagCi  are  farther  dlftant,  and  not  numerous.  On  dclccnding  the  Kiver  St. 
Lawrence,  you  meet  with  a  more  flaty  foil,  and  in  the  vicinity  otThoufand 
Iflands  with  a  range  of  rocks  of  granite.  Thefe  iflcs  apparently  confift  ot' 
granite  of  a  reddifti  colour,  well  crvflallizcd,  and  the  chief  component  part 
of  which  is  fcldtfpar.  In  Kadanoghqui,  between  Kingllon  and  Thoufand 
Illands,  a  fpccles  of  fleatitc  is  found,  confidcrabie  veins  of  which  aie  faid 


♦  Lorctto,  a  fmall  village  of  Clniftian  Indians  of  the  Ihiion  Tribe,  north-weft  of 
Quebec,  has  its  name  from  a  chapel  huiit  uRcr  the  model  of  tlie  Santii  Cafa  at  I.oicttu 
in  Italy,  whence  an  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  has  been  fcnt  to  the  converts  here,  rc- 
/cmbling  that  in  the  famous  Italian  fanftuavy.— 7^rt»/7. 
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to  be  difcovercd  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  reddifli  granite  ot'Thoufand 
Iflands  is  interfpcried  with  more  perfedl  granite  of  a  larger  grain,  which  is 
very  common  in  countries  confiding  of  this  fort  of  ftone,  fuch  as  the 
Alps,  the  Scotch  Highlands,  and  others  of  lefs  moment,  but  of  the  fame 
defcription. 

The  rapidity,  with  which  Mr.  Guillcmard  defcendcd  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  prevented  him  from  examining  the  ipecies  of  ilone  ot'  which 
its  banks  are  formed.  But  at  Montreal  he  had  futficient  icifure  to  en- 
(juire  into  the  mineralogy  of  the  country.  It  confitls,  north  of  the 
River  St.  Lawrence,  chiefly  of  lime-llone  ;  in  the  foutli,  where  the  lit- 
tle populous  village  La  Prairie  is  fituated,  you  find,  bcfidcs  a  fort  of 
chert,  nothing  very  remarkable  on  this  head. 

The  Ifland  St.  Helena,  a  little  below  Montreal,  confifts  of  this  ilone. 
On  the  banks  of  the  ri\cr  large  mallcs  of  granite,  quartz,  and  pud- 
dlng-ftone,  are  found,  which  leem  disjoined  from  the  beds  to  which 
they  formerly  belonged,  and  which  cannot  now  be  difcovered.  The 
ibil  on  the  mountains  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  full  of  quarries  of  lime- 
llone.  Mines  of  pit-coal  arc  faid  to  have  been  difcovered  in  thcfc 
mountains. 

The  houfcs  in  Montreal  are  moftly  built  of  lime-ftone  of  a  dark  colour 
and  very  compad  ftriKHurc.  It  whitens  In  the  fire,  and  aflumes  a  grcyilli 
colour,  whcncxpoicd  to  the  air  and  fun. 

The  river  Sorrel,  after  having  left  the  bafon  by  Chamblec,  flows  along 
the  foot  of  a  broad  and  high  range  of  mountains,  called  Bclocil.  Between 
tills  ri\er  and  the  rl\er  St.  Lawrence  expands  a  vaft  plain,  on  which  nci- 
tlicr  a  rock  nor  iloiic  Is  to  be  found.  On  digging  up  the  ground  you  fnid 
to  a  conlitlcrablc  (Irpth  Itrata  of  dltFere^t  forts  of  earth,  fand,  clay,  ve- 
getable earth,  and  in  many  places  another  kind  of  black  vcgctati^e  earth, 
which  bears  a  clofe  rcfemblance  to  peat.  ■'■■■>"  ?   ' 

The  I'umniit  of  the  mountain  Rcleoll  confills  of  granite  of  a  dark  grey 
colour  and  a  llrong  grain.  It  contains  little  mica,  but  much  fchocrl.  The 
<lecli\  ity  on  both  fides  of  the  funimlt  confifts  ot  flatc  of  a  very  compaiil 
texture  ;  fomc  pieces  ref'einhle  bafalt  in  lliape  and  grain.  •  .i 
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On  defccnding  the  Sorrel,  you  fee  not  a  Tingle  rock,  and  the  luuiks  ot 
tills  ri\xr,  which  the  Engliih  at  prefent  call  William  Henry,  confifl  of 
a  fine  micaceous  loam. 

If  you  crufs  St.  Peter's  lake  on  your  way  to  the  Trois  Rivieres,  the 
ground  rifes  in  a  ftriking  manner  in  the  form  of  terraces  ;  but  no  rocks 
meet  your  view.  The  iandy  banks  of  the  Trois  Rivieres  bcfpcak  a  poor 
foil,  exhauiled  by  cultivation,  and  deprived  of  the  vegetable  earth.  Marl 
of  a  blueiih  colour  has  fortunately  been  difcovcrcd  under  the  fand,  which 
has  much  contributed  to  rcftore  the  fertility  of  the  ground.  This  marl 
is  of  a  fine  grain,  very  compa<fl  and  light ;  it  lies  above  the  level  of  the 
ilream  below  the  town  of  Trois  Rivieres. 

A  few  miles  thence,  farther,  on  in  the  country,  are  the  only  iron 
works  in  Canada ;  the  ore  is  found  in  fcveral  places  in  the  neighbourhood. 
It  is  bog-ore,  and  faid  to  yield  \ery  good  iron. 

Lime-ilonc  is  found  as  far  as  Quebec  ;  its  farther  extent  is  not  known. 
It  is  of  various  forms  and  qualities ;  in  fome  places  very  hard  and  com- 
j)a<5l ;  in  others  in  the  ftate  of  calcareous  fpar.  The  colour  paiTes,  by  im- 
))crfc<^  ihadcs,  from  a  reddidi  light  brown  to  a  dark  blue,  approaching  to 
black. 

South  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  near  the  baibn-falls,  lime  ftone  is  ftill 
found  ;  but  the  ground  confifts  chiefly  of  (Irata  of  a  black,  clayey  Hate,  of 
a  fnic  grain,  Interfpcrfed  with  beds  of  lime-flone.  The  conglomerations, 
which  form  the  banks  of  the  river,  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  adjoin- 
ing flrata,  intermixed  with  different  forts  of  fchoerl  and  granite,  which 
inufl  have  been  walhed  to  this  fpot  from  more  elevated  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  rock,  on  which  (lands  the  citadel  of  Quebec,  is  called  the  Dia- 
mond-rock on  account  of  feveral  of  its  fiiTurcs  and  cavities  containing 
fpars,  which  by  ignorant  people  are  efleemed  precious  flones.  This  rock 
confifls  chiefly  of  ilrata  of  lime-flone,  which  is  in  general  very  compa<ft, 
and  of  a  dark  grey  colour. 

Over  the  plain  lying  farther  up  the  country,  called  Abram's-plain, 
lime-flone  and  large  maifes  of  granite  are  fcattered,  which  are  peculiarly 

remarkable 
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remarkabie  on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  ir'iof -l  they  contain. 
Near  the  river  you  find  various  forts  of  pebbles,  free-flone,  granite, 
quartz,  with  fbme  flate  and  lime-flone. 

In  Wolfslove  the  flrata  of  flone  confifl  of  a  black  flate,  forming  an 
obtufc  angle  with  the  horizon.  In  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  mofl  of  thefe 
layers  have  a  more  perpendicular  diret^ion  towards  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  than  in  more  weflem  countries^  The  high  mountains  north-eafl 
of  Quebec  are  faid  to  confifl  of  granite.  Mr.  Guillemard  has  not  feen 
them ;  near  the  fullg  of  Montmorency  and  fomewhat  farther  up,  the 
flrata  confifl  of  limc-flonc,  and  their  dircdion  runs  nearly  parallel  with 
the  horizon.  .  .„.      .  i  ..^ ;» •,         ,    « 
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Accounts  of  the  Fur-trade »  extracted  from  the  journal  of  Count  Andriani* 
of  Milan,  who  travelled  in  the  interior  parts  of  America  in  the  year  1701. 

The  ni oft  important  places  for  the  fur-trade  are  the  following,  viz. 
Niagara,  Lake  Ontario,  Detroit,  Lake  Erie,  Michillimakkinak,  Lake 


Huron,  yielding       -             -             - 

1200  1 

bundles  mixed  peltry. 

Michipicoton             -               - 

•40 

bundles  fine  peltry. 

Pic           -              -               - 

30 

ditto. 

Alampicon               -                 -             - 

24 

ditto. 

Near  the  great  carrying-place  or  portage 

1400 

ditto. 

Bottom  of  the  lake         -              -           - 

20 

ditto. 

Point  of  the  lake         -             -             - 

20 

ditto. 

Bay  of  Guivaranun         -             -           - 

15 

ditto. 

The  fkins  of  beavers,  otters,  martens,  and  wild  cats,  are  called  fine 
peltry.  1  .  V  'M 

Mixed  peltry  are  furs,  confifling  of  a  mixture  of  the  finer  forts  with  a 
larger  number  of  fkins  of  wolves,  foxes,  buffaloes,  deers,  bears. 

The  finefl  peltry  is  colledled  north- wefl  of  the  lakes  in  the  Britifh  do- 
minions ;  the  furs  grow  coarfer  in  proportion  as  you  approach  nearer  to 
the  lakes.     -       •■  .    •>_  ..  ,  v  .jju  r.  -      t  •«•  "uji. 
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This  fur-trade  is  carried  on  by  a  company,  known  by  the  name  ol"  the 
North'ivcjl  Company,  and  two  or  three  other  imall  companies. 

The  north-weft  company,  which  is  generally  cfteemcd  a  privileged 
company,  has  no  charter  ;  for  the  preponderance,  which  it  enjoys  in  this 
trade,  it  is  merely  indebted  to  the  large  capital,  which  it  employs  in  the 
trade,  to  the  unanimity  of  the  members,  to  their  unwearied  exertion,  an<i 
to  the  monopoly,  which  the  company  has  appropriated  to  itlclf  in  conlc- 
quence  of  the  above  circumftanccs. 

Its  formation  took  place  in  the  year  1782,  and  originated  from  the 
commercial  operations  of  fome  eminent  merchants,  who  ufed  to  carry  on 
the  trade  in  the  country,  fituatcd  beyond  Lake  Winnipey,  and  efpecially 
of  Mcflrs.  P'oRBiSHiiu  and  Mactajush,  who  rcfide  at  Montreal.  The 
fignal  lUccefs,  which  this  company  met  with,  foon  excited  the  jealouly 
of  other  merchants,  and  ere  long  three  different  companies  made  their 
appearance  at  the  great  carrying-place,  and  rivalled  each  other  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  furs  with  a  degree  of  emulation,  which  could  not  but  prove  highly 
detrimental  to  themfelves  and  advantageous  to  the  Indians.  The  north- 
M^eft  company,  being  more  opulent  than  the  reft,  made  ufe  of  its  wealth 
to  ruin  its  competitors ;  no  ftonc  was  left  imturned ;  the  agents  of  the 
company's  rivals  were  bribed  and  feduccd ;  and  the  aiiimofity  between 
the  different  traders  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  frcciucntly  proceeded 
to  blows.  Tliis  petty  warfare,  which  coft  fe\ cral  lives  and  large  fums  of 
money,  at  length  opened  the  eyes  of  the  rival  companies.  They  became 
fenfible  of  the  ncceflity  of  uniting  in  one  body,  and  the  north-weft  com- 
pany, ciTentially  intereftcd  in  preventing  any  further  moleftation  of  this 
trade,  made  feveral  facrificcs,  to  attain  this  end.  Tliey  formed  a  connec- 
tion with  different  members  of  the  other  companies,  admitted  other  mer- 
chants to  a  ftiare  in  their  trade,  and  thus  iecurcd  their  extenfive  com- 
merce with  the  country  fituated  north-weft  of  the  lakes,  the  only  fj)ot 
where  fine  peltry  can  be  had  in  abundance. 

Several  thoulands  of  Indians  formerly  conveyed    their    I'urs    to   the 

great  carr)ing-place.     iiut  at  prelent  the  company  lend  their  agents  a 

thoufand  miles  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  Indian  polllflions.     It  t're- 

'  tjucntly 
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quently  happens,  that  thcfe  agents  continue  there  two  years,  before 
they  return  with  the  peltry,  they  ha^■e  purchafed,  to  the  great  carrying- 
place. 

The  company  employ  about  two  thouflmd  men  in  carrying  on  this 
traffic  in  the  interior  of  the  Indian  country,  which  is,  however,  fo  ex- 
tremely barren,  that  whatever  articles  thefc  agents  (land  in  need  ot*  either 
for  their  cloathing  or  f\ibfiftcnce,  muft  be  fent  thither  from  Montreal 
with  confiderablc  difficulties  and  trouble,  and,  of  confcqucncc,  at  an  cx- 
ceflTive  price. 

Near  the  great  carrying-place,  where  all  thefc  agents  meet,  and  which 
is  the  central  point  of  this  trade,  (lands  a  fort,  which  is  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, and  garrlfoned  with  fifty  men. 

The  poft  of  Michillimakkinak  is  the  rallying-point  of  the  different  Ca- 
nadian merchants,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  north-wed  company.  Their 
agents  traffic  only  with  fuch  parts,  as  are  fcated  weft  and  fouth-wcll  of 
the  lakes,  and  where  the  furs  arc  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  carry  on 
this  trade  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  north-weft  company,  but  as  thefc 
fmall  companies  arc  lefs  opulent  than  the  former,  their  agents  penetrate 
not  fo  far  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  as  thofe  of  the  aorth-wcft 
company.  -    »        •>  •  ..  r  i-vi  .1 

The  agents  fet  out  from  Montreal  in  the  month  of  June,  and  arc  fix 
week?  going  to  the  fort  near  the  great  carrying-place.  They  embark  a*: 
Montreal  in  boats,  forming  parties  of  eight  or  ten  pcrfons,  proceed  <;ti 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  China  to  the  La^^  of  tlie  Two  Mountains ; 
delcend  the  river  Utacoha ;  crofs  Lake  NlpiAing ;  pafs  by  the  TVnch 
River  into  I^akc  Huron  ;  proceed  to  Ft)rt  Michillimakkinak  ;  and  thence 
to  the  great  carrying-place. 

This  way  is  fhorter  by  a  hiuidred  miles  than  that  by  the  lah.'>,  hnt  you 
meet  with  thirty-fix  carrying  places,  fcvcral  of  Nshlch  lie  acrofs  rocks,  over 
which  the  boats  as  well  as  the  cargoes  muft  be  carried  on  the  backs  of  the 
palTcngcrs,  and  that  with  great  precaution,  on  account  of  tlie  narrownefs 
t'f  the  roads.  The  boats  are  but  of  four  tons  burtlien ;  they  arc  navi- 
gated 
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gated  by  nine  men,  coft  twenty-eight  Louisd'ur  each,  ami  Tcrvc  but 
lor  one  voyage. 

The  (hips,  employed  in  the  paiTage  acrofs  the  lakes,  arc  from  one  hun- 
dred and  t\i'enty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  burthen.  Flat-bot- 
tomed veflels  of  fifteen  tons  are  alfo  made  ufc  of  for  this  purpofe,  which 
are  eafily  managed  by  four  or  five  men,  and  arc  very  durable. 

Notwithftanding  the  advantages,  offered  by  this  paiTagc,  the  former 
route  is  preferred  for  the  fur-trade,  bccaufc,  although  it  is  attended  with 
much  trouble,  yet  it  admits  of  the  day  of  the  departure  as  well  as  of  the 
arrival  being  fixed  with  certainty  and  exac^ncfs,  which  point,  on  account 
of  the  wind,  cannot  be  attained  on  pafTmg  over  the  lakes,  and  yet  is  of 
the  utmoil  im])ortance  for  the  Canada  merchants,  as  they  mufl  neither 
mifs  the  period  of  receiving  the  furs  from  the  interior  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, nor  that  of  expediting  them  for  Europe;  the  navigation  of  the  ri\cr 
St.  Lawrence  not  being  open  for  a  long  time. 

About  the  end  of  June  the  agents  of  the  company,  fent  into  the  in- 
tenor  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  caufc  the  articles  purchafed  to  he  trunf- 
ported  to  their  place  of  rendezvous. 

At  this  time  upwards  of  one  thoufand  men  are  frequently  affembled  in 
Michillimakkinak,  who  cither  arrive  from  Canada  to  receive  the  peltry, 
or  are  agents  of  the  company  and  Indians,  who  afliil  the  former  in  con- 
veying thither  the  furs,  they  have  bought. 

As  the  trade  of  the  north-weft  company  is  far  more  important,  than 
that  of  the  other  traders,  the  number  of  people,  afremblcd  in  the  fort 
near  the  great  carrying-place  is  of  confcqucncc  iiir  more  conliderable  at 
the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  flcins ;  in  this  place  there  is  frequently  s 
concourfe  of  one  tiioufand  people  and  upwards. 

The  method,  oblcrved  by  the  agents  in  their  trafHc  with  the  Indians, 
is  this,  that  they  begin  with  intoxicating  them  with  rum,  to  over-reach 
them  with  more  facility  in  the  intended  bufmel's.  The  agents  carry  on 
this  trafHc  in  thofe  villages  only,  where  there  arc  no  other  merchants. 

It  is  a  circumllance,  worthy  of  notice,  that  an  ancient  French  law, 
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Chafed  at  the  time,  when  Canada  belonged  to  l''rancc,  prohibits  any  mm 
to  be  fold  to  the  Indians  by  the  agents  on  pain  of  the  galleys.  H<"nci' 
originates  the  cuftom,  dill  obferved  at  this  day,  of  givilig  it  away ;  )  et 
this  is  not  done  without  exception,  for  many  agents  fill  their  rum. 

The  one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  of  fine  peltry,  from  the  great 
carrying-place,  which  according  to  the  price,  paid  to  the  petty  traders  in 
Montreal,  who  coUcdl  them  in  fmall  numbers,  arc  valued  at  forty  pounds 
ftcrling  each,  and  which  by  the  company  are  fent  to  London,  fetch  there 
eighty-eight  thoufand  pounds  llerling.  They  form  about  a  moiety  of  all 
the  fmo  peltry,  yearly  exported  from  Canada,  without  taking  into  the  ac- 
count the  furs  fent  from  Labrador,  from  the  bay  of  Chalcurs  and  GafpC 
or  Ciachcpe. 

For  thefc  one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  the  north-weft  com- 
pany pay  about  fixteecn  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  for  the  proceeds 
thereof  fuch  articles  are  purchnfed  in  England*  as  the  Indians  are  fond  of 
i^cceiving  in  exchange  for  their  peltry,  and  the  chief  ftorc-houfc  of  which 
is  at  Montreal.  As  the  accounts  relative  to  this  trade  are  generally  kept 
in  Canada  in  French  money,  the  above  fixtccn  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
muft  be  computed  in  the  fame  manner,  us  this  adually  has  been  done 
by  Count  Andriani  in  his  journal. 

1 .  Commodities  purchafcd  in  England    /  -  -    m'.  35l,ono 

'J.  Pay  for  forty  guides,  interpreters,  and  condu«5lors  of  the 

expedition  *  -  -  -  -  Sfl.ono 

i.  t*ay  for  one  thouflmd  one  hundred  men,  wlio  arc  epiploycd 

in  the  traffic  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  who  pafs  * 

the  winter  there,  without  returning  to  Montreal ;  one 
tlioufand  eight  hundred  fares  for  each         -  -      1,980,000 

4.  ray  for  one  tlioufand  four  hundred  men,  employed  in  dc- 
fccnding  the  ri\cr  with  the  boats  from  the  great  portage 

''^  "*  Carried  forwards,       I'tv,  2,422,000 

♦  Fvcry  boat's  company,  confiffthg  of  eight  or  ten  pcrfons,  has  a  guide;  there  is  alfo 
a  chief  guide  in  every  harbour,  where  they  winter.  They  arc  all  inliabitants  of  Canada, 
aad  receive  ca«:li  two  thoufand  five  luindrcd  livrcs.— ./«r/*8/-. 
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Brought  ibrwards,       ih.  3,422,OOa 
'   *    to  Montreal,  and  afcendini^  it  from  this  place  thither, 

'     and  tranfporting  the  merchandize  •  •         360,000 

5.  Price  of  the  proviiion,  confumed  on  the  paiTage  from  Mon- 
treat  to  the  great  carrying-place,  and  at  the  latter  place, 
upon  an  average  per  year  •  •  •  4,000 

• 

Total  amount  of  all  the  expence,  incurred  by  the  company  for 

one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  fine  peltry  -    iiv.  2,770,000 

On  comparing  tlie  eighty-eight  thouHmd  pounds  ftcrling,  which  the 
iiilc  of  thcfc  furs  produces  in  London,  with  thefe  two  millions  fcven  hun* 
drcd  and  fcvcnty-(ix  thoufand  livrcs,  it  ihould  ieem,  that  the  company 
ludains  a  Infs  of  (Ix  hundred  thoufand  livres  Toumois.  But  this  lofs  is 
merely  apparent,  as  will  be  obvious  from  the  following  ftatement. 

The  pay  of  the  men,  employxrd  in  the  trade,  as  mentioned  in  the  above, 
account,  is  merely  nominal^  for  excepting  the  forty  guides  and  one 
tlioufand  four  hundred  men,  who  are  employed  in  aicending  and  de- 
fccnding  the  river  with  the  boats,  who  receive  half  their  wages  in  ca(h» 
all  the  rcil  are  paid  entirely  in  merchandize,  which  at  the  great  carrying- 
place  yields  a  profit  of  fifty  per  cent. 

The  merchandize,  imported  on  behalf  of  this  trade  to  the  above 
amo\mt  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thoufand  livres,  confiils  of 
woollen  blankets,  courfe  cloths,  thread  and  worded  ribbands  of  different 
colours,  vermilion,  porcelain  bracelets,  filver  trinkets,  firelc»cks,  <hot,  gun- 
powder and  efpccially  rum.  In  fort  Detroit  iwefe  articles  an  fold  for 
three  times  their  ufual  value  in  Montreal,  in  Fort  MichillimaV.kinak  four 
times  dearer,  at  the  great  carrying-place  eight  times,  .^^  •"  Lake  Wirtnipcg 
fixtccn  times ;  nay  the  agents  fix  die  price  ftill  higher  at  !:h«*r  will  and 
plcafurc. 

As  the  men,  employed  in  this  trade,  are  paid  m  merchandize,  which 
the  company  fells  with  an  enorihous  profit,  it  is  obvious  at  how  cheap  a 
rate  thefe  people  are  paid.  They  Murchafe  of  the  company  every  ar- 
ticle, they  want;  it  keeps  with  than  an  open  account,  and  as  they  ail 

winter 
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winter  in  the  interior  of  the  country  and  hcyond  lake  WinniiH-g,  they 
pay,  of  confcqucncc,  cxccirivcly  dear  tor  the  hUnkctfl,  and  the  clothcn, 
which  they  bring  with  them  for  their  wives.  Thcfc  menial  fervants  ot' 
the  company  arc  in  general  extravagant,  given  to  drinking  and  cxcoljt ; 
and  thcfc  are  exactly  the  peo})lc  whom  the  company  wants.  The  fpccu« 
lation  on  the  exceifcs  of  thclc  people  i:*  curried  ib  far,  timt  if  one  of  thcni 
happen  to  lend  a  regular,  fobcr  life,  lie  '\%  burthened  with  the  moil  la- 
borious work,  until  by  continual  ill-troatmcnt  he  is  driven  to  drunken- 
nefs  and  debauchery,  which  vices  caufc  the  rum,  blankets  and  trinkets  to 
be  ^Id  to  greater  advantage.  In  17{)1.  nine  hundred  of  thcfc  menial 
icnants  owed  the  company  more  than  the  amount  of  ten  or  tiftecn  years 
pay. 

This  is  in  a  few  words  the  fvllcm  of  the  company,  at  the  head  of 
which  are  Mcflrs.  Forbilhcr  and  Madarilh,  who  poiTefs  twenty-four  (hares 
of  the  forty-fix,  oi*  which  the  company  confiils.  The  reft,  divided  into 
fmaller  portions,  are  diftributcd  among  other  merchants  in  Montreal, 
who  cither  tranfad  bufmcl^  with  the  company,  or  otlierwili;  do  not  con- 
cern themfelvcs  in  their  affairs. 

The  north-weft  company  is  to  fubfift  fix  years :  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  the  dividends  are  to  be  paid  to  the  Iharc-holdcrs ;  until  that 
time  they  remain  with  the  capital. 

Total  amount  of  the  Fur-trade.  '        /'..•• 

The  whole  amount  of  the  peltry,  which  the  north-weft  cdm- 
^      pany  receives  from   the  great  carrying-place  and  exports 

from  Canada,  is  eftimated  at  -  -  -    j[.  88,ooo 

From  the  Bay  of  Chalcurs,  Gafpe,  and  Labrador  -         6o,000 

From  different  places  in  the  interior,  with  which  tht  trade  is 
carried  on  by  a  certain  number  of  merchants,  who  have  af- 
ibciatcd  ill  Michillimakkinak  ...         (}o,Ooo 
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/.That  brasch  of  this  extenfive.  trade,  which  is  carried  on  by^fmall  coni< 
panics  in  fu^h  parts,  as  are,  fttuated  below  the  lakes,  i^  likely  ibon  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  mcfdiants  in, the  United  States,  as  the  6ree  navigation 
of  the  Miffiffippi,  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  opdns  a  more  expe- 
ditious, a  fafer  and  lefs  expeniive  outlet  iat  thefe  coqirnpditics,  apd  a  more 
eaiy  importation  by  ^(ew  Orleans  tqallthe  marts^of  th^  United  iStates. 


Amount  of  tie  Merchan/iizet  exported  from  fhe  Pr evince  of  Canada  in  the 

''■  Year  1780*    .  ,  :  / 

Rye,  103,824  bufliels,  valued  at 

iFlour,  10,476  bufhels 

Bifcuit,  9,317  hundred- weight 

Flax- feed,    10,171  bufliels 

Oats,  4,015  bufliels 

Peafe,  304  bufliels         .-  - 

Timber  -  -        "  •     ,, 

Mafl:s,  (laves,  planks,  fliingles         •         ''  »- • 

Potaflies 

Maiden  hair  (adianthum  capillus  veneris,  Linn.) 

Horfes,  fixty-fevcn 

Caft  iron 

Spruce-eflcnce  for  beer 

Shook  caiks 

Banala,  1Q84  hundred-weight 

Salmon 

Potatoes         -  *-    . 

Smoaked  falmon 

Onions 


-  ^Vii-.-ii: 


4.4^  i^i'!'^m. 


;nr 


,„Pork 
..Beef 
)  Train  oil 

.-,  .i  t,i 
'  •    I,    , 


!ft    1  •«{• 


£.  20,754    o 
12,671    o 

0,056     0 
2,0»4      4 

516    O 

62  10 

7,06    o 
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1,724 
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4^,..  .»-.-:»^.4,,-.^t..^.- .  Brought  forward,        J[.5f, 2S7     Q     ^ 

Sidtfifh  and  peltry  from  Labrador,  from  the'  Bay  of 

Chaleurs  and 'Gai|}e,  according  to.  the  lift  tranfmitted  .J>.j-vi, 

by  Governor  Coxe  -  .     "'         -  '      6o,000     o     o 

Amount  of  the  peltry  which  comes  from  the  great  lakes,  '^  '-■^il 

from  the  fai^riesof  the  north-weft  company,  and  other  '' 

places,  according  to  the  under-mentioned  detail  -       '225,Q77     o     0- 

Siim  totali  ^.343,214     9     0 

being  the  amount  entered  in.  the^  cuftom-houfe  books  of  Canada. 

A  derailed  Account  of  the  different  forts  of  Peltry^  exported: from  Catmda  in 
..   A,  .     •;  the  Year  178^.  ',^^.,,, 

V;'  >?v  ..^«.  ,.     .         6,213  foxes  Ikins  -   y-i. 

-  '^     ^'KAvTHc-iii    -     ri  0,623  beavers 
.^     >     '^^i  ^n--,^  23,684  otters 

5,959  minks 
3,958  weafel*^ 
17,713  bears 
1 ,6'5  9  young  bears 
:j;«S«  ir;vH*v   :  'ukH     126,079  deer  ikins  in, the  hair 
•;.iCl  tv-.Vk^  Mm)  fjj:  ■  202,719 caftors        ■•'..-'^•    . 
:««njfr  m  ^di  '/!  r:r,r        1,0,854  racoon.  '  fer*';    ?♦ 

2i277  wild  cat-fkins,  K)ofe 
3,702  ditto  in  bundles- 
7,555  elk. 
12,923  wolves^ 
5g6  whelps- 
64  tygcrs 


.     t 


«.    I .. 


'ft  V 


T  -^  f  .-^^ 


if: 


■I' t. 


'f  jto 


.V 


'      15,007  feal-fkins 
^i;^^a:v)      48oiquirrel 


>,  .  .  I  I 


;,,   ^ATthough  a  variety  of  circumftances,  incident  to  the  chacc,  occa- 
^  fioned  hy\J^c  weather,  or  originating  in  the  fcntiments  of  the  Indians 


cannot 
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cannot  but  produce  variations  in  regard  to  the  quantities  of  peltry  yearly 
received,  yet  the  refults  of  the  years  1/87,  1788,  1789,  1790  and  1791, 
nearly  correipond  with  thofe  of  1 786 ;  a  clrcumftance,  which  as  it  hap- 
pens in  regard  to  a  trade,  that  extends  from  Labrador  t«  a  dtilance  of 
three  or  four  hundred  miles  from  Lake  Superior,  is  very  remarkable. 

jiccount  of  the  Merc/iandize,  imported  into  Canada  in  the  f aid  Year  1 786, 


extraSied from  the  Qnflom-houfe  Books. 


btr*"' 


Hum 

Brandy 

Molafles 

Coffee 

Sugar 

Spanifli  wine 

Tobacco 

Salt 

Chocolate 


Ht3 


«.'> 


-jf.  63,032 
225 

-  21,380 

-  ,      2,065 

5,269 

31,288 

1,316 

2,912 

129 


■  ri- 


r  ,  I  '     '  .:i  ' 


Sum  total,        jf.  127,610 

An  exad  account  of  the  value  of  piece-goods  has  not  yet  been  made 
out  in  a  regular  manner ;  but  in  purfiiance  of  an  order  of  Lord  Dor- 
cheiler,  the  fum  total  of  the  value  of  all  imports  was  by  the  merchants, 
upon  a  four  years  average,  determined  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 


Amount  of  the  above  fum 
Merchandize  for  Quebec 
Ditto  for  Montreal  • 


Amount  total  of  Imports 
.  £lxports 


-£•127,616  O  0 

99,700  O  0 

97,800  o  0 

£.  325,116  O  0 

843,214  9  0 


Balance  in  favour  of  Canada     JT.  1 8,0Q8     9    0 


4, J  )■ 


To  the  above  imports  is  to  be  added  the  value  of  fix  thou/kild  ieven 
hundred  and  nine  barrels  of  fait  pork,  and  of  one  thoufMd  ieven  hun- 
dred 
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drect  and  fifty-four  firkins  of  butter,  of  about  fifty  or  fixty  pounds  each^ 
for  the  ufc  of  the  militaiy^  ^«*^  ^*  *  *^"  ^  v.«*t^  >*  . 

The  imports  in  the  following  years  1787,  1788,  1789,  1790  and  1791, 
were  nearly  of  the  fame  value,  with  a  difiference  of  about  five  or  fix 
thoufend  pounds  fterling  more  or  lefs.  **    '  H*a>  i?  ^  •  i  T>r.f^  m  «ftfi,: 

At  the  clofe  of  this  ihort  account  of  the  trade  of  Canada  I  ihall  here 
repeat  once-  more,  that  it  is  a  faithful  extra<Ei:  of  the  joumaF  of  Count 
Andriani,  of  which  a  friend  of  his,  to  whom  he  had  comrhunicated  it, 
permitted  me  to  make  ufe.  The  abilities  and  charadler  of  Count  An- 
driani, as  well  as  the  facility,  with  which  he  was  able  to  make  his  re- 
fearches  purfiiant  to  the  direction  of  the  Britiih  government,  infpire  great 
confidence  in  the  exa<ftnefs  of  the  information,  which  he  has  colleded. 
I  have  not  been  able  myfelf  to  fiibftantiate  the  veracity  of  his  accounts  ; 
and  befides  it  is  eafily  underftood,  that  fince  the  time,  when  he  wrote, 
fome  alterations  may  have  taken  place,  in  point  both  of  the  quality  and 
the  value  ofthe  exports  and  imports.     "-^  *  ■  -  *»  ^f«'  1 1        *      «*    " 


.1) 


.;??'«'f?i<lttv4 


.^.. 


..-ff^V'-f*^  'fiifl^»ri^fr'^^  7(f!f»l^f  vi"  ^'^mr  (,(.j:-/^a  itm*ib'ii-^r/j'- 


:;Jii.>-. 


--A' 


■Kjqr 


,J"»  «•<;' 


C:^t*«ff 
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■T  «*i,V   f 
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JOURNEY  FROM  UPPER  (^  AN  ADA  TO  B6ST0N: 


')  ■%■ 


:Ol''lii    'U 


■—<»>< 


,1'  Isbirymuf^m^)-)  bed  Oil  jn:ilw  0)  .da  lo  i^iirini*  ":iii^/'io  ,^'^t%i/ 
-i:A  J  f  .^^  >n      DEPARTURE  PROM  OSWEGd.     ^  .^^  i  ^^^jiw^ 

ON  Sunday,  ^he  20th  of  July,  the  day  after  our  umval  at  OfWegrt, 
wc  leajncd  irom  the  officers,  that  during  the  harvclt  the  Ameri- 
can fliips  fail  lei^  frctiucntly,  than;  at  otjier  |:imes,  and  that  probably  wc 
fhould  ha>-c  to  wait  for  one  feyjprfil  days.  Wc  linderftood  at  the  lame 
time,  tliat  tlie  beil  plan  we  eouljd  adopt  wa?,  to  walk  twelve  miles  farther 
on,  in  the  hope  that  the  fettlers,  who  live  ^there,  would  agcommpdate 
us  with  a  veflcl.  Being  both  impatient  to  quit  the  Englifli  dominions, 
and  afraid  to  incur  too  great  an  expence  by  hiring  a  whole  Ihip  for  our- 
felvcs,  we  were  walking,  in  fome  degree  of  perplexity,  on  the  baftion 
alon^  the  fliorc,  when  wc  difcovered  a  vciTcl  approaching.  The  foldiers, 
who  have  learned  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  Americans  along  with  the 
manual  exercife,  perceiving  the  attention,  with  which  we  obfcrved  her 
approach,  fuid  to  us,  •*  Why,  gentlemen,  that  is  nothing ;  fhc  is  but  a 
veilcl  of  the  d d  Yankees  ;"  and  it  was  exadly  a  vcffcl  of  the  Yan- 
kees, wc  wifhed  to  obtain.  Mr.  Van  all  en,  an  American,  who  rcfidcs 
in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  commanded  the  veflcl ;  he  caipe  on  fliore 
Shortly  after,  to  procure  fome  frefh  provifion,  of  which  he  flood  in  need 
to  cure  himfelf  of  an  intermittent  fever,  that  he  had  caug:ht  in  the  woods. 
From  want  of  an  inn,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  buying  any  at  the  fort ; 
the  officers  might  have  eaiily  lupplied  hi n^  with  fome  vegetables ;  J)ut  in 
the  opinion  of  a  Britilh  officer,  it  is  neither  neceflary  nor  decent  to  fuc- 
cour  a  Yankee. 

Mr.  Vanallen,  although  thus  difappointed  in  his  hope  of  finding  in 
0 1  wcgo  the  neccflliry  lliccour  for  his  recovery,  yet  promifed  us  two  places 

in 
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in  his  veflcl.     He  could  not  however  fbt  Ihil  for  Albany  iboner  than  the 
next  day,  or  perhaps  in  two  or  three  days,  after  having  been  joined  by 
three  other  vcilcls,  \vhich  he  expelled,  and  in  quell  of  which  he  returnee} 
to  a  certain  point  on  the  lake.     We  were  thus  furnilhed  with  a  certain 
opportunity  of  quitting  Ofvvcgo,  and  the  cagernefs,  with  which  we  em- 
braced it,  could  not  but  convince  our  guells  of  our  earneil  defirc  of 
making  all  poffible  hafte.    The  certainty  of  our  fpeedy  departure  infpired 
us  with  patience.     The  Englifli  officers,  who  entertained  more  liberal 
fentiments  towards  us,  than  to  the  Yankees,  peremptorily  infiiled  on  fup- 
plying  us  with  provifion ;  and  this  they  did  with  a  generofity,  which 
perfedly  anfwered  the  kind  reception,  we  in  general  experienced  on  their 
part.    ,  ■::, 

Two  whole  days  had  in  the  mean  while  elapfed,  and  the  third  began 
to  prcfs  heavy  upon  us,  when,  being  alone  in  the  fort,  while  Dupctit- 
thouars  and  the  Englilh  officers  had  gone  on  a  hunting  and  filhing  party, 
I  at  laft  defcried  two  veflcls  with  my  teleicopc,  which  was  conftantly 
pointed  to  the  coaft,  whence   I  expected  my  deliverance ;  my  effi:<fts 
w  ere  fcK)n  packed  up  and  my  ftores  coUedled.     Whether  thefe  veiTels  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Vanallen  or  any  other  perfon,  we  were  determined  to  ieize 
upon  the  firft  opportunity  of  departing  from  Ofwego.     It  was  Mr.  Van- 
allen ;  he  had  been  joined  but  by  one  of  the  veflels,  and  had  refolved 
not  to  wait  for  the  reft :  yet  as  it  was  already  noon,  as  his  veflels  were 
heavy  laden,  and  the  rapids  two  miles  from  Ofwego,  which  he  was 
obliged  to  pafs,  would  have  detained  him  too  long  to  make  much  way 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  he  propofed  to  us,  to  follow  him  on  foot,  at 
four  o'clock  the  next  morning.     We  thought  it  better,  to  Ihare  his  tent 
with  him  that  very  evening,  and  the  certainty  of  quitting  Ofwego  in 
the  afternoon  made  us  far  more  happy,  than  all  the  attention  of  the 
Britilh  officers,  on  which  we  can  hardly  bcftow  fufficient  praiie,  had 
been  able  to  do.     They  carried  their  politeness  fo  far,  as  to  attend  us  to 
our  night  quarters,  and  on  taking  leave,  gave  us  fuch  proofs  of  friendlliip 
and  attachment,  as  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  with  unfeigned  gra- 
titude.   ....._ 

Xx  The 
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The  mufquitoes,  which  teafcd  us  fadly,  were  not  able  to  make  us  re- 
pent our  refolution  of  joining  Mr.  Vanallen  that  very  evening ;  and  al- 
though we  did  not  lie  down  to  reft  the  whole  night,  yet  we  heartily  re- 
joiced in  being  no  longer  fubjeded  to  the  fceptre  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-general  of  the  two  Canadas. 


JOURNEY  FROM  OSWEGO  TO  THE  FALLS. 

We  fct  out  at  break  of  day,  and  yet  were  not  able  to  advance  more 
than  ten  miles,  the  whole  day.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Ofwego  is 
extremely  troublefome,  as  there  is  but  very  feldom  (ufficient  water,  even 
for  pufliing  the  veflel  along.  E^ch  of  our  veflels,  it  is  true,  carried  about 
one  ton  and  a  half,  but  each  was  worked  too  by  three  men.  Befides* 
Dupetitthouars  ailifled  the  men  in  our  veiTel  with  the  utmoil  zeal ;  he 
pulhed  as  much  as  they  did,  and  paiTed  like  them  three-fourths  of  the 
day  in  the  water,  to  lift  the  veffel,  that  Ihe  might  more  eaiily  clear  the 
rocks  and  large  (lones,  with  which  the  river  is  filled,  and  which  fhe 
would  not  have  been  able  to  pafs  over  in  any  other  manner.  In  five  or 
fix  places  the  ftrength  of  a  fingle  ihip*s  company  was  not  fufficient  ta 
keep  the  vcflcl  afloat,  but  the  men  of  both  veflels  were  obliged  to  join 
for  that  purpofe.  Ships  lefs  deeply  laden,  than  ours,  are  faid  to  proceed 
with  more  facility,  efpecially  in  deicending  the  river,  when  the  current 
affords  fome  affiftance.  In  autumn  and  fpring  the  encreafed  mafs  of 
water  is  alfo  faid  to  remove  the  impediments,  which  at  prefent  obftrucft 
and  retard  the  navigation.  It  may  be  fo ;  yet  a  navigation,  which  is  prac- 
ticable only  for  two  months  in  the  year  and  in  dcfcending  the  river,  and 
at  the  fame  time  affords  at  prefent  the  only  known  outlet  for  the  ex- 
portation of  all  the  productions,  and  the  fole  inlet  {or  all  the  provifion, 
which  is  imported  from  the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  cannot  in  any  rc- 
fpcdl  be  compared  with  that  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  however  im- 
perfed  it  may  be.  The  State  of  New  York,  to  whofe  territory  this  river- 
iKivigation  belongs,  and  for  which  it  is  of  much  greater  importance,  than 
for  any  other  ftate,  will  no  doubt  make  all  poflible  exertion  to  facili- 
tate 
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tate  it.  A  project  of  this  nature  is,  I  underiland,  already  under  con- 
templation, but  how  far  will  it  be  poflible  to  execute  this  important 
entcrprifc  ?  This  is  a  queftion,  which  cannot  be  decided,  but  after  a 
long  and  mature  confidcration  of  all  the  obftacles,  which  it  will  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  furmount.  To  have  darted  it,  is  fufficicnt  for  being  aware  of 
the  great  impediments,  by  which  it  is  obftruded. 

During  this  whole  day's  journey  nothing  remarkable  came  within  our 
view.  There  is  no  fettlement  between  Ofwego  and  the  Falls.  You  pafs 
by  an  iiland,  which  has  taken  the  name  of  Brcfwit  from  a  French  officer, 
who  in  the  fcvcn  years  war  obtained  here  an  advantage  over  a  combined 
corps  of  Englifh  troops  and  Indians.  The  iiland  is  throughout  covered 
with  wood,  and  fo  is  the  whole  country,  through  which  we  have  hitherto 
paiTed.  Two  miles  from  the  falls  ftands  a  houfe,  which  appertains  to 
Mr.  VaJ<  Verbero,  a  Dutchman,  who  is  charged  in  the  country  with 
giving  information  to  the  garrilbn  of  the  fmugglers  who  intend  to  run 
any  commodities  into  the  province  in  the  night,  and  with  being  an  Eng- 
lifli  fpy  in  regard  to  defcrtcrs.  This  charge*  which,  by  what  we  learned 
in  the  fort,  feems  to  be  founded,  is  fo  generally  credited,  that  laft  year, 
in  confcquence  of  the  rumour  of  an  impending  wp.r  between  America  and 
England,  he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  fort  againft  the  revengeful 
projedls  of  his  neighbours.  '  ;•! 

At  the  place,  where  the  navigation  is  intercepted,  we  halted  at  Wil- 
liam Shorten's.  He  keeps  art  inn,  that  is,  he  admits  into  one  room  of 
his  houfe  all  the  travellers,  who  dcfire  t(^  '^eep  there,  and  accommodates 
them  with  fait  pork  and  rum ;  which  is  ,  •:  moft  he  is  able  to  do.  Wc 
arrived  there,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  wet  to  the  fkin ;  for  fuch  of 
us,  as  had  not  been  drenched  by  pufhing  and  drawing  the  fliip  along, 
were  foaked  by  the  conftant  rain.  Wc  dried  ourfelvcs  at  a  good  fire  ; 
and  a  few  dices  of  ham,  we  had  brought  with  us,  rcftorcd  our  ftrength. 
Diipctitthouars  Hiarcd  with  me  a  Acry  iuditTcrent  bed,  which  however 
wc  found  extremely  comfortable.  From  excelTivc  fatigue  I  conquered 
the  extreme  a\crfion,  v.'hich  I  alwa}:3  feel  when  I  am  obliged  to  fleep  in 
/»     .  X  X  i:  the 
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the  fame  bed  with  another  perfon,  and  became  inieniible  of  the  incon- 
venience of  lleeping  in  fo  narrow  a  room  among  fo  many  people  and 
with  fo  great  a  noife.  <i*ti'«^4r!;;'. 

"•ft  "^ifd'i^V;   j'    ■  •-■-»TWi«ta 'iUj^.ityttur 

•.   ..  OSWEGO  FALLS  AND  PENIERS.  w^f^^C^^ 

The  portage,  occafioned  by  the  falls  of  the  river  Ofwego,  is  about  a 
mile  in  length.  W.  Shorten,  at  whofe  houfe  we  ftopped,  kept  only  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  our  two  veflels  were  heavy  laden.  Each  veflcl  was  to 
be  conveyed  feparately,  and  the  cargo  required  four  turns  of  the  carriage. 
The  Americans  not  being  anywife  remarkable  for  ipeed  and  agility, 
it  was  not  until  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  that  our  veflels  had  reached 
the  place,  where  the  navigation  recommences,  and  where  they  were 
again  to  be  loaded.  Here  a  quarrel  arofe  between  our  commander  Van- 
alien,  and  the  two  mates,  who  were  in  his  fervice,  but  quite  intoxicated. 
They  ufed  him  very  ill ;  he  fworc  at  them,  and  they  returned  the  com- 
pliment by  calling  him  all  the  ill  names,  which  their  well-ftored  memory 
would  fupply.  This  quarrel  was  fcarcely  half  accommodated,  when 
another  man  arrived  from  the  neighbourhood,  demanding  from  Mr. 
Vanallen  Ibme  money,  which,  he  faid,  was  due  to  his  Ion,  who  for  fbme 
time  had  ferved  on  board  his  veiTel.  This  difference,  however,  was  fbon 
fettled  on  friendly  terms ;  Vanallen  conducted  us  into  night-quarters  at 
his  adverfary*s,  and  facriflced  to  this  reconciliation  ibme  miles,  which  we 
fhould  have  been  able  to  make  the  fame  evening.  *  < 

-  This  time  we  had  not  even  a  bed.  Our  party,  our  ikippers,  hindlord, 
wife,  ions  and  daughters  ilept  all  pell-mell  in  a  room,  which  was  about 
twelve  feet  fquare.  And  unfortunately  we  were  not  fufficicntly  fatigued^ 
having  travelled  but  one  mile  on  foot  and  one  mile  and  a  half  by  water, 
to  find  the  floor  foft,  and  to  be  infenfible  to  the  filings  of  the  mufquitoes 
and  the  bites  of  fleas. 

Mr.  Vanallen,  in  whofe  veflels  we  took  our  pafliage,  is  member  of  the 
Congrefs  for  the  county  of  Albany  in  the  fl:ate  of  New  York.  He  is  alfo 
a  geometer  and  furveyor.  His  age,  and,  no  doubt;,  his  talents,  fcem  to 
'""  ,'-;'''.      '.*....■_,',,  have 
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have  pt-ocurcd  him  the  Confidence  of  his  country.  He  is  charged  with 
the  commilfion  of  furveyihg  upwards  of"  half  a  million  of  acres,  fituated 
on  Lake  Ontario  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  oppofitc  to  Carlton 
Ifland,  which  belong  to  MefTrs.  Chassang,  Rey,  De  Chaumont, 
CoxE  and  Company.  He  began  lafl  year  to  execute  this  commiilion ; 
but  was  much  impeded  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bufincfs  by  the  ficknefs  of 
moft  of  the  afliftant  furveyors,  employed  under  him,  and  was  further 
prevented  from  completing  it  by  the  coniiderable  declination  of  the  mag* 
netic  needle  in  the  vicinity  of  ibme  rocks.  He  was  himfelf  ieized  with  a 
fit  of  the  ague,  with  which  the  whole  country  is  infefled,  and  which  is 
caught  by  wandering  through  the  forefb,  as  well  as  by  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  rivers.  Mr.  Vanallen  is  juilice  of  the  peace,  and  for  this  reafon 
ftyled  'Squire  by  his  people,  if  he  do  not  fwear  at  them.  He  is  about 
fixty  years  old,  is  iaid  to  poiTefs  a  tolerable  fhare  of  information,  and 
ieems  in  fa<^  to  be  a  worthy  and  intelligent  man. 

All  the  fettlements  in  this  part  of  the  country  are  in  an  infant  flate. 
W.  Shorten,  at  whofe  houie  we  flopped  the  firfl  night,  fettled  here  as 
late  as  lafl  fpring.  He  bought  his  eflate  three  years  ago  for  three  pence 
an  acre,  and  can  now  fell  it  for  twelve  fhillings.  He  pofTefTes  three  hun- 
dred acres,  ten  of  which  are  fcarcely  cleared,  and  thefe  are  fituated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river.  That  which  lies  on  the  left  is  Soldiers*  land,  as 
it  is  called,  that  is,  it  has,  fince  the  peace,  been  diflributed  among  fol- 
diers  by  the  flate  of  New  York.  Peniers,  at  whofe  houfe  we  remained 
the  fccond  day,  bought  two  years  ago  a  fhare  of  this  land  from  a  foldier, 
to  whom  it  had  been  given,  for  three  fliillings  an  acre. 

The  Ofwcgo  fall  is  about  ten  feet  high ;  and  the  river  nearly  one 
eight  of  a  mile  in  width.  The  profpeA  is  not  without  charms.  A  break 
of  the  bed  of  rocks,  from  which  the  river  precipitates  itfelf,  and  the  ir- 
regularity of  the  form,  produce  a  tolerably  flriking,  but  not  a  grand  efFc<S. 
On  the  right  bank,  near  the  water-fall,  are  found  the  traces  of  an  an- 
cient French  entrenchment,  and  hard  by  them  flands  a  fmall  log-houfe, 
the  proprietor  of  which  is  at  prefcnt  building  a  grifl-mill  below  the  fall. 
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There  exifl  few  unpleafant  iituations  in  this  world,  which  may  not 
be  confidered  in  a  Icfs  unfavourable  point  of  view  ;  an  cxcrcife  of  imagi- 
nation, with  which,  for  fome  time  paft,  I  have  tolerably  familiarifed  my- 
felf.  The  benefit  arifing  from  a  bad  reiling-place  is  th«  acceleration  of 
the  moment  of  departure.  Mr.  Vanallen,  who  iatisfied  Penier's  de- 
mand with  many  careffes  of  the  little  ones,  with  compliments  to  the 
grown  up  members  of  the  family,  and  with  a  ilnall  prefent  of  chocolate 
for  Peniers  himfclf,  hailened  to  fet  off.  We  went  on  board  before  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  After  a  navigation,  which  ran  conftantly  be- 
tween woods,  and  in  the  courfe  of  which  we  faw,  in  a  traA  of  country  of 
eleven  miles  in  length,  not  one  felled  tree,  we  reached  at  laft,  partly  by 
rowing,  and  partly  by  puihing  the  veffel  along,  the  rapids  of  the  Three 
Rivers.  All  fuperfluous  people  were  here  obliged  to  leave  the  veffel.  Mr. 
Vanallen,  therefore,  as  well  as  myfclf,  went  on  ihore,  and  repaired  to  a 
fmall  cottage,  where  we  found  a  family,  but  very  lately  recovered  from 
the  ague,  and  at  prefent  bufied  in  mowing  a  meagre  looking  field  of  wheat, 
Thefe  good  poople,  who  have  no  neighbours,  are  neceffitated  to  do  every 
thing  themfelves.  Of  eight  children,  who  compofe  this  family,  the 
oldeft,  who  is  nine  years  old,  is  alone  able  to  affift  them  a  little.  They 
have  neither  rakes,  harrows  nor  fcythcs ;  and  yet  it  is  better  to  facrifiec 
three  fourths  of  their  harveff,  than  to  lofe  the  whole.  Thefe  popr  people, 
who  have  lived  here  a  twelvemonth,  were  conftantly  troubled  with  the 
ague.  They  poffeffed  one  thouiand  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  llx 
hundred  of  which  were,  by  the  ftate  of  New  York,  given  to  the  huf* 
band,  who  had  fcrved  in  the  army,  and  the  other  fix  hundred  he  pur- 
chafed  two  years  ago  for  ten  {hillings  an  acre,  but  was  compelled  by 
extreme  diftrefs  to  fell  again  three  hundted,  with  the  fmall  profit  of  two 
ftiillings  per  acre.  The  good  people  cultivate  a  garden  ;  they  exchanged 
fome  vegetables  for  a  few  pounds  of  pork,  with  which  Mr.  Vanallen 
was  readier  to  accommodate  them  from  an  opinion,  that  his  recovery 
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depends  on  the  uic  of  frefh  provifion.  They  feem  to  be  good  and  in- 
duftrious  people ;  the  wife,  though  mother  of  eight  children,  and  fcarcely 
recovered  from  the  ague,  is  yet  handfome.  They  prefented  me  with 
fbme  potatoes  and  cucumbers,  and  declined  accepting  any  payment. 

After  the  rapids  had  been  pafled,  not  without  conilderable  trouble, 
we  returned  on  board,  and  purfuing  our  voyage  with  lefs  obftrudion 
than  before,  we  at  length  reached  the  point,  where  the  Ofwego  river 
joins  the  Onondago,  which  proceeds  from  the  fmall  lakes,  changes  its 
name,  and  ailumes  that  of  the  river  Oneida.  Thefe  appellations  fhould 
rather  be  reverled.  As  we  worked  up  the  ftream,  the  river  Oneida  flow- 
ing out  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  meets  the  Onondago,  which  falls  into 
it,  and  is  now  called  Ofwego ;  but  I  write  as  I  travel. 

The  whole  traft  of  land,  which  we  have  traverfcd  fmce  we  left 
Ofwego,  lies  in  the  county  of  Onondago,  which  extends  as  far  as  Lake 
Oneida,  contains  nearly  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land  ;.  and  yet,  according  to  the  laA  computation,  has  no  more 
than  three  thou^d  inhabitants.  ^    '- 

'  The  Three  Rivers  Point,  which  is  the  name  of  this  place,  is  a  very  in- 
terefting  ipot.  The  navigation,  by  which  the  provifion  from  the  diftri<ft 
of  GeneiTee  is  conveyed  acrofs  the  lakes,  and  the  fait  from  the  brine- 
fpring,  near  the  borders  of  Onondago,  here  joins  that  by  which  the  pro- 
vifion is  procured  on  the  Mohawk  River  from  Albany  and  all  the 
eailem  provinces.  The  navigation  between  Albany  and  the  Lakes  of 
Geneffee  has  hitherto  been  far  more  frequent  than  from  any  of  thefc 
points  to  Lake  Ontario.  But  the  time  cannot  be  diilant,  when  this 
fpot,  where  at  prefent  ftands  no  building  but  an  inn,  will  become  the 
fite  of  an  important  town.  As  yet,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  unhealthy  fpots 
in  a  country  by  no  means  remarkable  for  falubrity.  Our  'Squire,  who  had 
purchafed  in  Kingilon  flour  for  jix  dollars  a  barrel,  and  pork  for  fixpence  a 
pound,  and  from  the  connivance  or  extraordinary  blindncfs  of  the  Englilh 
officers,  conveyed  it  to  the  River  Ofwego,  thought  now  of  felling  it  here 
with  confiderable  profit.  He  had  abeady  difpofed  of  fome  barrels  of  flour 
for  eight  dollars  a  barrel  at  the  Ofwego  Falls,  and  uitcnded  to  tranfmit  his 
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>vholc  cargo  to  Saltrprings,  where  he  hoped  to  fell  it  for  ten  ddllars  it 
barrel.  But  he  learned  here,  that  the  meeting,  relative  to  the  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  was  not  to  take  place ;  that  the  country  was  full  of 
proviiion ;  that  it  was  fold  at  a  much  lower  price  than  he  demanded ; 
and  that  fpccie  was  very  fcarce.  He  was,  therefore,  neceffitated  to  give 
up  his  fond  hopes,  and  embrace  the  refblution  of  proceeding  Ibmewhat 
farther  in  queft  of  purchafers. 

I  entertained  Ibmc  hope  that,  on  account  of  this  difappointmcnt,  we 
ihould  this  afternoon  proceed  fome  miles  farther,  when  a  veflcl  arrived, 
on  board  of  which  were  Meffrs.  Renselaek,  Henry,  and  Stouts,  all 
inhabitants  of  Albany  of  great  refpedability.  Tha  firft  was  not  yet  per- 
fedly  recovered  from  a  fever,  which  had  left  him  in  fomc  meafure, 
but  ftill  carried  all  the  fymptoms  of  an  intermittent.  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen intended  not  to  proceed  farther.  Mr.  Vanallen  propofed  to 
delay  his  departure  until  the  next  morning,  to  tra-vel  in  their  company ; 
he  introduced  us  to  them,  and  a  glafs  of  good  wine,  which  they  carried 
with  them  (they  travelled  all  much  at  their  eafe),  confole'  Dupetit- 
thouars  as  well  as  myfelf  for  this  new  c'elay. 

Every  one  in  the  houfe  was  ill.  The  landlord,  another  *S  xire,  was 
juft  recovered  from  the  ague ;  but  his  wife  was  ftill  indifpofei  with  it, 
and  in  bod.  His  children  and  fervants  were  in  the  fame  iituatic  ,  and  fb 
was  a  pretty  young  woman,  about  twenty  years  old,  whom  we  fi  poied  to 
be  married,  becaufe  ihe  fuckled  an  infant  of  two  months,  )ut  this, 
alas !  was  the  unfortunate  ofFsprmg  of  her  love  for  a  young  t  -n,  who, 
under  a  promife  of  marriage,  had  feduced  and  afterwards  defeitcd  her. 
All  thefe  people  lay  ill  in  the  room  where  we  were  to  dine  and  fleep ; 
for  it  was  the  only  room  in  the  houfe.  The  new  comers,  who  brought 
with  them  a  very  tight  tent,  declared  that  they  would  rather  pafs  the 
night  under  this  tent,  than  breathe  the  noxious  air  of  this  houfe.  Mr. 
Vanallen,  ftruck  with  a  dread  of  a  relapfe  of  the  ague,  ordered  his  tent, 
which  confiilcd  only  of  his  iuil,  to  be  pitched  on  the  banks  of  the  river ; 
and  we  wrapped  ourfelvcs  up,  as  ufual,  in  our  blankets. 

I  had  juft  fallen  allecp,  when  I  was  waked  by  the  landlord,  who  called 
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me  DoQior.  Having  obferved,  in  the  courfc  of  the  day,  that  I  concerned 
myfelf  about  his  patients,  and  carefully  efnquired  into  the  particulars'  of 
their  indifpoiition,  and  their  treatment,  he  concluded  that  I  mufl:  needs 
be  a  phyiician.  "  DocJlor,"  laid  he,  "  for  God's  fake,  get  up !  unlefs  you 
immediately  relieve  the  young  woman  (lie  will  certainly  die.  Thie  Dodor, 
who  was  here  eight  days  ago,  left  her  fome  medicine,  which  was  to  laft  till 
this  day,  and  he  faid  would  cure  her.  She  is  much  worfc  now,  and  the  me- 
dicine is  all  gone.  Pray  do  give  her  fomething,  that  Ihe  may  not  die." 
Though  I  was  a  long  while  debating  with  myfelf,  whether  or  no  I  was  to 
accept  the  title  of  Dodlor,  and  at  length  afliired  him,  that  I  had  no  claim 
to  that  title,  yet  'Squire  Bingham,  miilaking  my  modefty  for  ill-nature  or 
drowfinefs,  infifted  on  my  adminiftering  relief  to  the  young  woman.  For- 
tunately it  fo  happened,  that  in  my  faddle-bag  I  had  fome  James's  powder, 
which  Mr.  Bordley  was  fo  kind  as  to  procure  me  before  my  departure 
from  Philadelphia.  From  an  opinion,  that  in  thefe  defperate  circum- 
ftances  it  might  perhaps  be  of  fervice,  I  declined  with  lefs  obflinacy  to 
anfwer  the  confidence  repofed  in  me  by  the  good  man.  He  conducted 
me  to  the  bed  of  the  patient,  who,  I  tbund,  was  fwoln,  covered  with 
petechia,  and  delirious  ;  under  thefe  circumftances  my  James's  powder 
could  do  no  harm.  But  unfortunately  I  had  loll  the  printed  direftion, 
pointing  out  the  dofc,  a  corrcA  knowledge  of  which  I  flood  much  in  need 
of,  as  I  had  never  before  feen  it  ufed,  and.  this  was  the  reafon  why  Mr. 
Bordley  gave  me  the  above  dircdion.  By  fhewing  any  irrefolution  I 
fliould  have  Icffened  the  confidence,  which,  though  very  undefervedly 
placed  in  me,  I  wiflicd  to  preferve.  With  a  tolerable  degree  of  affurance 
I  gave  her  twenty  grains  in  a  glafs  of  Madeira,  which  the  patient  took 
with  implicit  confidence.  Four  hours  had  fcarcely  clapfed,  when  the 
enraptured  'Squire  waked  me  again,  to  announce  the  good  fuccefs  of  my 
prefcription.  It  had  produced  a  flrong  perfpiration  and  evacuations, 
which  the  Phyfician  of  Onondago  had,  thefe  eight  days  pafl,  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  procure.  On  the  following  morning,  previoufly  to  my  depar- 
ture, I  gave  her  ten  grains  more,  left  her  another  dofc,  and  departed  loaded 
with  the  bleffings  of  the  unfortunate  young  woman,  who  killed  my  hands, 
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my  coat,  and  would  not  let  mc  go.  I  gave  Mr.  Bingham,  who  con- 
iVilted  me  alfb,  ibmc  bark,  and  left  Three  Rivers  Point,  carrying  with 
ine  the  thanks  of  all  the  people  in  the  houfe,  leaving  behind  a  diftin- 
guiihed  reputation  for  medical  talents,  sind  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  hav- 
ing accidentally  done  ibme  good  by  my  advice.  The  unlucky  ilars  of 
the  ^oung  woman,  whom  Mr.  Bingham  took  into  his  houie  eight  months 
l>efore,  had  condu<^ed  her  feducer  into  the  inn,  who  aggravated  his  for- 
mer offence  by  uiing  her  ill  in  her  prefent  fituation.  He  arrived  onboard 
a  veffcl  bound  for  the  diflrii^  of  Gcneffee,  whither  he  was  going  in  queft 
of  labour ;  and  his  conduct  had  thrown  my  poor  patient  into  convulfions, 
which  my  powder  completely  conquered.  On  my  return  to  Philadel- 
phia, it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  1  ceded  all  the  honour  of  the  cure  to 
Mr.  Bordley,  who  made  me  ihudder  at  the  medical  experiment  I  had 
made.  He  told  me,  that  in  no  cure  whatever  James's  powder  Ihould  be 
given  in  a  larger  dofe  than  feven  grains ;  but  I  had  faved  the  poor  woman, 
whoie  life,  by  a  {lri<%  obfervance  of  the  printed  direction,  might  perhaps 
have  been  loft. 

The  fpot,  on  which  the  inn  {lands,  belongs  to  'Squire  Bingham,  who< 
alio  poilefieii  a  few  acres  contiguous  to  the  building,  and  a  coniiderable 
quanti^  of  land  at  fomc  diftance  from  it.  All  thefe  lands  would  be  to- 
lierably  good,  but  for  their  marihy,  low,  and  flat  fituation,  which  expofes 
them  to  frequent  inundations.  The  water  is  abominable  ;  and  the  air 
bad. 


ROTTERDAM  AND  LAKE  ONEIDA.— MR.  DE  VATINES. 


The  paflage  to  Lake  Oneida  was  attended  with  lefs  diflicultics,  than 
that  of  the  preceding  days;  we  found  it  excellent,  travelling  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  gentlemen  of  Albany,  one  of  whom  was  brother  to  the 
Deputy-governor  of  New  York,  the  fecond  one  of  the  richeft  merchants 
of  Albany,  and  the  third  a  very  refpeftable  lawyer ;  their  behaviour  was 
frank  and  polite.  We  flopped  at  Fort  Brompton  at  the  entrance  of 
the  lake.  Tliis  fhiidhire  alfb  is  furrounded  with  pallifadoes,  erected  lafl 
year ;  it  flands  at  the  foot  of  an  ancient  entrenchment,  conflrudled  by 
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the  Englifh  during  the  American  war,  on  an  advantageous  ground,  com- 
manding the  entrance  of  the  lake.  The  work  was  thrown  up  in  a  zig- 
zag figure ;  but  from  the  remains  no  diftinft  idea  can  be  formed,  how 
the  cannon  could  be  pointed  to  advantage.  All  the  antiquities  of  this 
country  confift  in  the  remains  of  forts,  built  in  the  wars  of  1 776  or  1 756. 
Fancy  mud  live  in  future  agos,  to  find  occupation  in  this  infant  country ; 
paft  ages  can  exift  here  only  for  generations  not  yet  born. 

The  proprietor  of  the  houfe  had  gone  to  Rotterdam  three  days  before. 
A  girl  of  fourteen  was  left  behind  to  take  care  of  the  houfe,  and  of  a 
little  brother,  who  was  fick,  and  whom  (he  actually  nurfed  with  a  foli- 
citude  truly  affeding.  The  girl,  poor  thing,  did  all  Ihe  could  for  our  ac- 
commodation, but  nothing  was  to  be  procured.  We  Ihould  have  been 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  a  few  fmall  potatoes,  which  we  pulled 
up  in  the  fields,  if  the  Indians,  who  were  encamped  on  the  oppofite  bank 
of  the  river,  had  not  brought  us  a  large  pike,  which  they  had  caught  in 
the  morning  with  a  harpoon. 

Our  feamen,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refufed  at  firft  to  proceed  the  fame 
evening  to  Rotterdam,  ten  miles  farther  up  the  lake.  But  from  the  fcanti- 
nefs  of  our  provifion,  they  altered  their  mind,  thinking,  that  they  might 
be  better  off  in  that  place.  Rotterdam  is  an  infant  fettlement,  formed 
but  ten  months  ago.  Mr.  Schreiber,  a  rich  Dutch  merchant,  pof- 
feffes  a  large  tra<ft  of  land,  extending  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Oneida. 
He  fixed  upon  the  mouth  of  Bruce-creek  as  the  fitc  of  the  chief  place, 
and  another  fettlement  he  has  formed  on  Little  Salmon-creek,  two  miles 
from  Lake  Ontario.  Bruce-creek  continues  navigable  fome  miles  farther 
up.  Mr.  Schreiber  has  made  a  road  from  Rotterdam  to  his  new  town  ; 
but  all  thefe  fettlements  are  yet  of  no  importance.  The  whole  city  of 
Rotterdam,  to  which  the  founder  has  given  that  name  in  honour  of  his  na- 
tive place,  confifts  of  about  twenty  houfes.  The  dams,  which  he  conftruds 
for  two  mills  he  is  building,  have  coft  him  confiderable  fums  of  money ; 
hitherto  he  has  proved  rather  unfuccefsful  in  the  conftru<5lion  of  thefo 
dams,  and  has  feveral  times  been  neceffitatcd  to  recommence  them  a-new. 
The  grill-mill  is  not  yet  finiflied ;  the  dams  feero  not  to  be  of  fufficient 
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ftrength  for  the  mafs  of  water,  which  they  are  deftined  td  chclolc  and 
dire<ft.  Some  very  expenfive  works,  which  he  has  eredled  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  creek,  have  contributed  but  very  Uttle  to  render  them 
more  commodious.  The  money,  which  Mr.  Schreiber  has  expended  on 
buildings  and  roads,  is  eftimated  at  eight  thoufand  dollars.  If  they  were 
Conftruded  on  good  principles,  this  money  would  have  been  well  fpent. 
He  is  now  building  a  handfome  houfe  of  joiner's  work,  where  he  in- 
tends to  keep  a  ftore,  in  company  with  two  partners,  who  are  to  ma- 
nage this  concern,  to  have  a  Ihare  of  the  profits,  and  to  a^  as  his  agents 
in  every  branch  of  the  bulinefs.  A  (lore  or  Ihop  affords  here,  as  indeed 
it  does  all  over  America,  the  befl  income,  which  a  man  can  procure, 
who  incurs  a  confiderable  expence  in  forming  a  new  fettlement.  Mr. 
Schreiber,  by  means  of  his  ftore,  obtains  all  the  money  back,  which  he 
expends  for  his  building,  &c.  He  fells  his  brandy  for  four  fhillings  and 
iixpence  a.  quart,  rum  for  three  fhillings  and  fixpence,  flour  for  fixpence 
a  pound,  and  ten  dollars  and  half  a  barrel,  for  which  he  pays  no  more 
than  feven  dollars.  The  profit,  he  obtains  by  the  fale  of  other  provifion, 
is  ftill  more  confiderable.  The  land,  which  eighteen  months  ago  he  pur- 
chafed  for  one  dollar  an  acre,  cofts  now  three,  but  is  not  much  fought 
after.  The  prefent  fcttlers  come  from  New  England  and  the  environs 
6f  Albany. 

The  partners  of  Mr.  Schreiber  in  regard  to  his  ftore  are  Dutchmen, 

' '  like  himfelf.  Tliclr  fhopman  is  a  mulatto,  who  at  the  fame  time  adts 
as  phyfician  and  gardener,  and  feems  to  have  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion.     He  is  faid  to  be  a  brother  of  Mr.  Welth,  one  of  the  partners. 

■  Labourers'  wages  are  at  Rotterdam  four  fhillings  a  day  with  board,  or 
'fix  fhillings  and  fixpence  without  it.     For  the  bread  for  our  own  con- 
fumption  we  paid  nine-pence  a  pound,  about  eighteen  French  fous ;  its 
ufual  price  is  fixpence.  Frefh  meat,  when  it  can  be  procured,  cofts  eight- 
pence  a  pound.     But  thefe  kinds  of  provifion  are  fcarce,  notwithflanding 

'  the  great  number  of  workmen,  employed  by  Mr.  Schreiber,  and  confe- 
quently  dear.  Fevers  are  as  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  in 
any  we  have  hitherto  traverfed.     ,..    ,    ,;..  .  ,  ,.  ^ .  ,      i  ;.  ' 

^■  ^,,  .  ^r' ^     •■  Mr. 
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I'  Mr.'Vanallen  found  here  an  opportunity  of  felling  his  whole  cargo,  as 
well  as  one  of  his  vcflels,  but  at  a  lower  price  than  he  hoped  to  obtain. 
His  flour  he  fold  here  for  eight  dollars  a  barrel,  and  at  the  Ofwego-falls 
for  eight  dollars  and  a  quarter.  He  concluded  this  bargain  with  feveral 
ihop-kecpers,  and  as  it  took  up  the  whole  morning,  we  gained  fufficient 
time  to  vifit  a  Frenchman,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
fkilful  gardener.  Although  we  found  him  bufied  in  gathering  pota- 
toes and  onions,  yet  both  his  physiognomy  and  demeanour  marked  him 
as  a  man  of  fome  diftinAion ;  and  we  foon  learned  from  him,  that  not 
long  ago,  he  poflcfled  a  vifcount's  eflate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liflc. 
His  father  had  fpent  a  part  of  his  property ;  he  himfelf  was  rather  pro- 
digal, and  fold  for  this  reafon  his  fmall  eftate  for  twenty-four  thoufand 
livres,  before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  to  try  his  fortune  with 
this  money  in  America.  Having  funk  this  fum  alfo,  in  imprudent  cn- 
tcrprifes  and  ufelefs  expence,  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  relbrt  to  agri- 
culture for  his  livelihood.  His  name  is  Vatines,  and  he  has  already 
refided  three  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Oneida.  A  whole 
twelvemonth  he  palTed  with  the  Indians,  whom  he  highly  praifes,  and 
afterwards  refided  with  his  wife  alone  on  an  illand  in  the  lake,  where  he 
cleared  about  twenty  acres  of  land.  About  fifteen  months  ago  he  fettled 
in  Rotterdam,  where  Mr.  Schreiber  fold  him  one  hundred  acres  on  very 
fair  and  reafonable  terms.  By  his  own  confeflion,  the  various  changes  of 
his  place  of  refidence,  have  been  regulated  by  the  inconftancy  of  his 
charader,  rather  than  by  mature  deliberation.  He  is  about  thirty  years 
old,  fprightly,  obliging,  always  merry,  inured  to  labour,  and  never  trouble- 
fome  with  complaints  of  his  fate.  But  he  is  prejudiced  againft  the 
Americans,  on  account  of  their  unfair  dealings  in  the  courfe  of  bufmefs, 
as  he  fays,  and  efpecially,  becaufe  they  are  extremely  dull  and  melan- 
choly. He  lives,  however,  on  very  good  terms  with  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Rotterdam  ;  though,  in  his  judgment,  they  are  even  worfe  than  other 
Americans.  He  affifts  them  in  their  bufinefs,  accepts  their  afliftance  in 
his  V  ufmcfs,  and  fells  them  at  the  higheft  pofliblc  rate  the  produce  of  his 
fmall  garden,  which  is  well  cultivated  and  flocked  with  culinary  plants. 
i  *  ■      .  He 


M 


I 


350 


TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 


He  was  extremely  pleafcd  with  ikemg  his  countrymen,  and  offered  us  uH 
the  vegetables  in  his  garden,  without  accepting  a  ihilling  in  return.  All 
his  ideas  are  fixed  on  France,  and  on  the  moment,  when  peace  ihall  al- 
low him  to  return  into  a  country,  which  he  prefers  to  any  other.  Dry 
bread  In  France  he  would  not  exchange  for  property  and  wealth  in  any 
other  part  of  the  globe.  This  frame  of  mind  is  common  to  all  French- 
men. With  the  utmoft  concern  he  enquired  after  news  relative  to  the 
armies  of  France  and  their  fuccefles.  To  judge  by  our  converfation  with 
him,  he  feems  to  pofleft  more  activity  than  judgment.  His  fentiments 
concerning  the  French  revolution  are  thofe  of  an  honeft  Frenchman.  He 
poflefled  fome  books,  the  choice  of  which  was  much  to  his  credit — ^Mon- 
tefquieu,  Buffon,  Corneille,  and  a  great  variety  of  travels.  After  having 
made  away  with  his  jewels,  his  cloathsand  his  linen,  he  was  at  laft  obliged 
to  part  with  his  library  at  half  the  price,  which  they  would  have  fetched 
even  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  The  keeper  of  the  ftorc  was  the  only 
man  within  a  fpacc  of  two  hundred  miles,  who  could  procure  him  a  pur- 
chafer,  in  the  perfon  of  a  rich  Dutchman,  who  had  fettled  a  few  miles 
from  Rotterdam.  We  wilhed  to  fee  Madame  Vatines  ;  flie  is  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  pretty  and  good  ;  her  eyes  are  beautiful ;  her 
look  has  much  fweetnefs  and  expreiTion,  and  it  feems  that  ihc,  like  many 
otiier  wives,  loves  her  hufband  with  more  tendernefs,  than  he  returns. 
Nor  Ihould  I  anywife  be  furprifed,  if  the  expreflions  and  light  tone  of 
her  hufband  ihould  infpire  her  with  jealoufy,  although  he  appears  to  be 
much  attached  to  her.  She  is  mother  of  three  children,  the  oldeft  of 
whom  is  ten  years  old .;  fhe  is  of  a  mild  and  cheerful  difpofition,  fenfiblc 
and  judicious.  She  makes  hay,  bakes  bread,  cooks,  and  yet  her  hands 
are  very  handibme.  She  is  as  little  pleafed  with  America  as  her  hufband, 
efpecially  the  environs  of  Lake  Oneida ;  and  Ihe  encourages  him  in  the 
defire  of  refiding  at  lead  in  the  fame  place  with  fome  other  French  fa- 
milies. She  felt  much  plcafurc  in  our  company,  and  enjoyed  with  us, 
ihe  iaid,  more  happincis  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  than  fhe  would  with 
Americans,  if  ihe  lived  ten  years  among  them.  This  fort  of  averfion,  or 
ihis  diilike  of  Americans,  is  common  to  all  the  Frenchmeni  you  meet 
?H ""  ,-.*■/  '    ,  :,  ;,.    with 
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with  in  this  part  of  the  globe.  However  roughly  they  may  have  been 
handled  by  fate,  they  demand  pleafing  forms,  ver(atility  of  expreffion, 
mildnefs,  chearfulnefs,  and  a  frank  and  open  demeanour.  Their  rafti- 
ncfs  in  forming  opinions,  and  their  prejudices,  never  leave  them.  Al- 
though they  may  withoxit  injuftice  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  out- 
ward appearance  of  the  Americans  is  lefs  pleafmg  than  ours ;  yet  they 
are  certainly  unjuft  in  contending,  that  they  are  lefs  honeft,  than  other 
people.  Nothing,  that  has  come  within  my  obfervation,  can  juftify  fuch 
an  opinion.  We  learned  from  Mr.  Vatines,  that  Mr.  Desjardins, 
and  not  the  Abbe  Desjardins,  as  we  were  told  at  Niagara^  had  bought  of 
Mr.  MA.COMBE  of  Paris  three  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Black  River  in  Hunger-bay,  in  company  with  two  other 
Frenchmen,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Far  on,  an  architect,  was  lately  drowned, 
in  croffing  the  Black  River.  They  are  now  furvcying  thefe  lands,  on 
which  they  intend  to  form  large  fettlements.  Mr.  Desjardins  is  faid  to 
be  a  man  of  confiderable  property ;  he  is  married,  and  at  prefcnt  en- 
gaged in  building  a  houfe  in  Albany.  All  thefe  particulars  we  learned 
from  Mr.  Vatines,  whom  we  left  with  the  promife  of  a  mutual  kind  re- 
membrance. Rotterdam  itands  on  the  borders  of  the  county  of  Herkc- 
mcr,  to  which  it  belongs.  \  '•  '     "  * 

.  ,v  '•!:..--.•    ■      WOODiCREEK.  .'-■'■.•.;  t',    :/  ■•  ,r. 

Lake  Oneida  is  twenty-eight  miles  in  length,  about  eighteen  of  which' 
remain  yet  to  be  crofled,  before  we  leave  it.  You  fee  not  one  building, 
or  any  fettlement  along  the  banks  of  the  lake,  excepting  a  farm-houfc, 
built  by  Mr.  Vandekamp  (the  fame  who  bought  Mr.  Vatines's  books),, 
and  fituated  five  miles  from  Rotterdam.  Endlefs  forefts,  an  indifferent 
foil,  and  no  eminence,  appear  towards  the  north.  The  country  rifes 
more  fouthwards,  where  mountains  come  in  view,  at  the  diflance  often 
or  twelve  miles,  in  a  diredion  parallel  to  the  lake.  Thefe  mountains 
are  the  fame,  which  wc  faw  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  our  way  from  King- 
lion  to  Ofwego.  Lake  Oneida  is  from  five  to  fix  miles  in  breadth.  On 
its  fouth-eafl  bank,  a  few  miles  from  the  ihore,  (lands  the  Indian  vil->- 
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lage  of  Oneida.  This  nation  is  now  engaged  in  concluding  a  treaty,  by 
which  it  is  to  fell  the  country,  fouth  of  Oncida-lake,  called  the  Oneida 
Refervation,  to  the  ftate  of  New  York.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty ;  all  I  know  is,  that  the  nation  are  to  retain  a 
tra<ft  of  land  of  twelve  fquare  miles  in  extent,  which  is  to  be  fecured  to 
them  by  all  poflible  means,  together  with  the  right  of  a  free  fifhery  in 
the  lake.  But  a  few  years  ago,  the  Oneida  Indians  were  poffeflbrs  of 
the  immenfe  extent  of  country,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ame- 
rican fpeculators  in  land.  That  thefe  lands  (hould  come  into  fuch  hands, 
as  are  able  to  put  them  into  a  good  condition,  can  be  no  matter  of  regret, 
efpecially  as  the  Indians  conlent  to  it.  But  might  it  not  be  poflible,  to 
form  fcttlem'^.nts  amidll  thefe  people,  to  civilize  them  by  agriculture, 
and  to  inllruift  them  by  example  ?  This  tribe,  it  is  aflcrted,  encreafes 
rather  than  decreafes  in  numbers.  If  this  were  true,  it  would  be  the 
only  inflance  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  yet  known,  and  defcrve  en- 
couragement. Civilization  is  faid  to  have  already,  in  fome  meafurc, 
gained  ground  among  the  Indians,  and  agriculture  to  have  reached  a 
higher  degree  of  perfeAion  with  them  than  in  any  other  tribe.  The  ne- 
gociations,  we  were  informed,  meet,  however,  with  obfhndions,  which 
are  likely  to  impede  a  fuccefsful  iflue.  General  Schuiler,  who  con- 
duds  them  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  who  intends  to  pur- 
chafe  all  the  land  on  his  own  account,  experiences  a  ftrong  oppofition 
from  Timothy  Pickering,  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  faid  to  be 
difplcafcd,  that  he  himfelf  cannot  come  in  for  a  Ihare  in  the  propofcd 
indemnification.  Thefe  particulars,  which  I  have  from  perfons,  who 
think  thcmfelves  well-informed,  may  yet  be  mere  fcandalous  reports, 
although  they  carry  no  improbability  with  them.* 

We  counted  on  advancing  a  few  miles  on  the  Wood-creek,  before  we 
Ihould  Hop,  when  we  fell  in  with  our  company  from  Albany,  who  had 
halted  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake.     A  fit  of  the  ague  had  obliged  Mr.  Van 

*  The  negociations,  mentioned  by  the  author,  afliially  led  to  the  treaty  of  1795,  by 
which  the  Oneida  nation  fold  the  Oneida  refervation  to  <.hc  (late  of  New  York,  for  an 
annuity  of  tlirce  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollin.—TranJJ. 

.._^...  Renfelaer 
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Rcnfelaer  tp  put  a  pei;iod  to  this  day's  journey  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. The  gentlemen  propofed  to  us,  to  flop  likewife;  our  conductor 
accepted  ,the  propqial,  and  our  confent  was  a  matter  of  courfe.  We 
pafled  the  night  i^  fcratching,  rather  than  in  fleep ;  for  the  marangouins 
and  other  fmall  gnats  are  more  numerous  and  troublefome,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Wood- creek,  than  in  any  other  part  of  theie  wildemeffes. 
We  were  obliged  to  fend  for  water,  to  a  fpring,  which  was  known  to  the 
people  on  board  our  veifel,  but  three  miles  diflant;  This  water,  though 
bad  in  itielf,  was  excellent  in  comparifon  with  the  muddy,  mephitic  and 
ilagnant  water  of  Wood-creek,  and,  with  rum,  was  drinkable.  Our  din- 
ner confided  of  fome  potatoes,  which  were  left  from  our  laft  meal  at 
Rotterdam ;  we  had  plenty  of  bifcuit ;  and  although  we  were  badly  off 
in  every  refpeft,  yet  we  found,  that  things  might  be  worfe. 


CANADA  CREEK. 
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:^  Wood-creek  is  the  fmall  ftream  of  Lake  Oneida ;  at  its  mouth  it  is 
fcarce  (ixteen  yards  in  breadth,  and  fome  what  farther  up  hardly  eight.  The 
courfe  of  this  creek  being  a  continued  ferpehtine  winding,  the  diftance 
from  its  fourcc  to  the  mouth,  which  in  a  ftraight  line  is  cftimated  at 
forty  miles,  is  trebled  by  thefe  meanders.  It  is  under  contemplation  to 
conftru6l  a  canal,  intended  to  cut  off  feveral  of  thefe  windings,  and  to 
retain  a  part  of  its  prefent  channel.  The  moderate  mafs  of  water,  con- 
tained in  this  ftream,  is  alfo  obftru^lcd  by  a  confiderabb  number  of  trees, 
rooted  out  and  fwept  along  by  the  ftream  in  fpring  and  autumn,  when  it 
overflows  its  banks.  It  is  with  great  difficulty  a  vcfl'el  works  her  way 
through  thefe  incumbrances.  This  fluggifh  river  has  probably  taken  its 
name  from  the  great  number  of  trunks  of  trees,  which  obftruA  the  naviga- 
tion, and  rot  in  the  water;  for,  otherwife,  it  has  no  better  claim  to  the  name 
of  Wood-creek,  than  all  other  fmall  rivers  and  lakes  in  America,  which 
in  general  flow  through  woods.  This  navigation  is,  in  my  opinion,  far 
more  troublefome,  than  that  of  the  OlVycgo;  at  leaft  it  is  equally  fo ;  and 
it  can  hardly  be  expeAed,  that  the  propofed  canal,  were  it  even  finiChed, 
and  kept  in  good  repair,  ihouLdfor  ever  remove  the  impediments,  whick 
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obftnuS  the  navlghtiori;  Tlktdti^^rat  tfhe  whole  eoutfe  ef  tVAi  crtfctt,  k 
reccires  ohty  the  wafers  of  Cdnad^  €Tredb;  Wiiefr,  iestcepting  for  tWt> 
months  in  the  year,  (fifcRargctf^mto  it  iWifa  fiirtifr  quantity  6£  w^cf.  BWt?, 
in  fpring,  it  rifcs  in  fo  extraoi^dinaify  a-  degree,  tKat  the  t'rte  uwler 
whicR  wc  are  now  paffing  afong,  and  the  brancRts  of  which  hang  two 
feet  above  our  heads,  Were,  laft  May,  covered  with  water  in  fuch  A  man- 
ner, that  the  feme  vefllcl,  i»  which  we  rtb^  firtd"  ourlfelves,  at  that  time 
paflfcd'  over  the  trees,  without  hoticittg  tfteir  cxiftcnce.  i^-i^-J-  /:p.Uqj-j>.. 
■'  On  the  arrival  of  veflfefe  in  Canada  Creek,  they  mui!  be  unfeiadcd'fo 
pais  nine  or  tew  miles  farther,  the  laft- tt*D  of  which  cannot  bepaflfed'at 
alF,  if  the  miHer,  who  pofTefles  a  mill  at  thti  entrance  of  the  credt,  allow 
not  his  water  to  flow  into  tJic  creek,  which  he  fbmetimes  refiifes.  The 
cargoes  of  the  veiFcFs  are  transported  in  Waggftrt^,  about  ten  6r  eleven 
miles ;  the  paflcngcrs  travel  over  the  fame  ground,  as  they  choofe,  or  as 
they  can.  The  veflels  themielves,  when  they  have  approached  the  iburce 
of  Wood-creek  withia  one  or  two  niiles>  arc  pvit  on  wagons,  to  pais 
the  intervd,  which  feparates  the  lake  wc  have  juft  left  from  Mohawk 
River,  where  they  are  launched  again. 
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Although  our  party  had  formed  the  bold  relcJutibn  of  pufhing  off  to 
the  head  of  Mohawk  River,  we  halted  at  Canada  Creek,  refolvcd  to  let 
the  veflel  proceed  onwards  in  moonfhine,  and  to  piMrlue,  oiirfelv«>  the 
voyage  on  the  next  morning  at  break  of  day.  The  foil  was  all  along  of 
a^  black  colour  and  excellent  quality ;  although  it  did  not  cover  the  rocky 
ground  to  any  confiderablie  depth.  ...     .  ,,;.,*.: 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  our  navigation  6ti  the  Wood-creek,  twenty- 
four  miles  in  length,  we  faw  not  one  building,  and  found  but  ohic  fpring,. 
called  Oakorchard,  which  was  four  minutes  filling  a  fmall  glais,  and^ 
the  water  of  which  was  but  of  a  middling  quality,;];  v  :.u  ;..•  i:x::.:w  »r 

'  In  the  evening  wc  generally  fay,  wtf  mall  be  a  wake  early  in  the  mwn- 
iug.  But  this  frequently  not  being  the  taic,  a  fatiguing  journey  is  pro- 
tradled  in  a  tedious  manner,  and  a  good  night-lodging  is  more  feldom 

-  •  -  -*  \  obtained 
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obtsuned  in  a  country,  where  in  general  fuch  lodging  is  exceedingly  rare. 
This  inconvenience,  however,  cannot  poflibly  be  avoided  by  a  mimeroup 
party,  compofed  of  people  labouring  under,  infirpiities  and  fond  of  eale. 
Our  vefTcl^  had  not  yet  ilarted  at  fix  in  the  morning ;  the  waggons  had 
not  yet  arrived;  and  it  was  feven  o'clock  before  .we  left  Mr.  Gil- 
bert's inn,  which  we  found  tolerably  good,  and  which  would  have  been 
much  better,  had  our  company  been  lefs  numerous.  Rotterdam  we  had 
left  full  of  fick  people ;  we  were  now  about  fifty  miles  from  it,  had  feen 
no  other  houfe ;  and  the  firft  we  entered  was  no  lefs  an  infirmary.  The 
landlady,  the  maid,  the  man-fervant,  were  all  indifpofed  with  the  ague;, 
and  the  few  neighbours  of  the  inn  were  in  the  fame  fituation,  as  the 
Qilbert  family.  The  land  along  Wood-creek,  which  is  not  of  great 
value,  being  fubjedl  to  inundation,  cofts  three  dollars  the  acre.  The 
price  of'that  about  Gilbert's  houfe  is  five  dollars,  and  it  is  but  of  mid- 
dling quality.  The  conftnjftion  of  the  canal  induces  the  proprietors  to 
raife  the  price  of  the  land,  though  it  is  not  frequently  fought  after ;  and 
in  truth,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  how  any  c^e  can  be  tempted  to  in- 
habit the  banks  of  this  miferablc  creek.  M^ffrs.  Van  Renlclaer  and  Van- 
alien,  the  two  fick  members  of  our  party,  made  the  tour  on  horl'cback ; 
Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Stouts,  and  myfclf,  travelled  on  foot ;  and  Dupetit- 
thouars,  paffionatcly  fond  of  veflels  and  navigation,  followed  the  boats  to 
help  them  along.  Since  we  began  to  travel  together,  not  a  moment  has 
pafled,  but  I  have  congratulated  myfelf  lOn  my  travelling  in  his  company ; 
he  is  the  moll  quiet,  cheerful,  and  pleafant  companion;  he  plays  with 
children,  converfcs  with  exquifitc  fenfe  with  men,  who  defervc  his  notice ; 
drinks  with  officers,  and  rows  withfeamcn-— ever  brave,  ever  fimplc,  and 
for  this  rcafon  profpering,  in  fome  jsaeafure,  every  where. 

The  whole  trail  of  country,  through  which  this  river  flows,  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other,  is  called  Fort  Stanwix,  and  takes  its  name 
from  a  fort,  ere^ed  for  the  protection  of  the  communication  between 
the  two  ends  of  the  river.  Colonel  St.  Leger,  in  order  to  attack  this 
fort,  attempted  the  difficult  navigation  of  Wood-creek,  ^ill  more  ob" 
ftnaded  by  the  trees,  which  fclie  Americans  had  purpofely  thrown  into 
,         .  Z  z  2  the 
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the  dream.  He  fucceeded  in  penetHitiiag  to  the  fort,  which  he  beiieged, 
but  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  put  a 
ipeedy  end  to  the  iiege.  I  learned  t'rbtti  General  Simcoc,  that  on  tliis 
retreat  the  Englifh  troops  lolt  more  men  from  the  Indians  firing  on  thcm» 
than  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Americans.  We  halted  on  the  fpot  where 
Wood-creek  entirely  ceafcs  to  be  navigaUe,  very  near  to  its  iburce. 

The  inn  of  Mr.  Sterney  was  full  of  people  indifpofed  with  the  ague. 
The  whole  neighbourhood  was  crowded  with  others  in  the  fume  condi- 
tion; and,  by  his  account,  numbers  of  travellers  are  daily  arriving,  who 
have  not  efcaped  the  influence  of  the  tainted  air  and  of  the  contagion, 
which  prevails  in  the  diflridt  of  Gencflce.  Within  this  laft  fortnight 
the  flux  has  joined  the  fever,  already  fufliciently  dreadful  in  itfclf ;  it 
rages  with  all  the  violence  of  an  epidemical  difeafe,  and  carries  olF  a 
great  many  people.  At  every  door,  at  which  we  flopped,  we  obfcrved 
the  fame  yellow  palenefs  in  every  face,  and  received  the  fame  accounts. 
Having,  at  length,  reached  the  place  on  the  river  Mohawk,  where  we 
were  to  embark,  we  found  MiyHenfelaer  in  a  fit  of  the  ague.  An  hour 
after,  arrived  the  mate  of  Mr.  Vanallen's  veflel,  feized  with  the  fame 
illnefs,  and  lail  of  all  came  Dupetitthouars,  the  Hercules  of  our  party,  com- 
plaining of  pains  in  his  linibs,  head-ache,  and  cold  fliiverings.  The  poor 
man  had  felt  thefe  iymptoms  thefe  two  days,  but  concealed  it  from  me, 
left  I  fhould  repeat  my  eamcft  entreaties  to  him,  not  to  undergo  fuch  ex- 
ceflive  fatigue.  Every  one  of  our  party,  who  felt  not  quite  fick,  began 
now  to  examine,  whether  he  were  not  deceived  in  his  opinion  of  being 
well;  the  fear  of  being  attacked  by  the  univerfal  contagion  was  openly  con- 
feffed ;  and  the  whole  converfation  turned  upon  the  means  of  efcaping  it, 
on  the  moil  wholefome  food,  and  the  bed  remedies.  Our  whole  day  was 
fpent  in  this  manner ;  for  our  veflels,  which  had  fet  out  at  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  did  not  arrive  until  nine  in  the  evening.  The  great 
number  of  the  fick  in  the  coimtry,  attention  to  the  patients  of  our  own 
party,  and  the  waiting  for  the  veflels,  prevented  me  from  coUeAing  in- 
formation. What  little  intelligence  I  obtained  is  as  follows  :-^The  land 
on  the  Mohawk  lliver  coflis  five  dollars  an  acre.    The  fettlers  in  this 
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townfhip,  which  was  formed  fix  or  fcvcn  years  ago,  come  mod  of  thcrti 
from  Conne^icut ;  among  thcfe  are  many  Methodifts,  Baptifts  and 
Epifcopaliuits ;  but  the  jmjor  part  are  Prcfbyterians.  Divine  fcrvicc  is 
performed  in  private  houfes,  and  pretty  regularly  attended ;  but  from 
want  of  preacher^  all  the  prayers  are  read  fucceffively  by  a  member  of  the 
congregation;  and  itt  this  confifts  the  whole  fervice.  n  •    -*».■« vv 
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MAYER'S  TAVERN.— MOHAWK  RIVER. 
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^  I  had  cherilhed  a  hope,  thatDupetitthouars'sfufFerings  would  be  finilhed 
in  half  a  day,  and  that  this  would  be  the  only  puniihment  for  the  excef- 
five  fatigue,  which  he  had  very  imprudently  undergone.     But  the  ague 
has  adhially  made  its  appearance,  with  all  the  Symptoms  which  charac- 
terize this  malady.     Our  fituation  is  extremely  unpleafant,  unprovided 
as  we  are  with  any  means  of  adiflance.    Although  exhauiled  by  fatigue, 
and  fcorched  by  the  fvm,  from  which  nothing  can  protect  us  in  this 
vexatious  veflel,  we  have  yet  not  been  in  a  bed  for  thefe  eight  days  paft. 
Independently  of  my  apprehenfion  for  my  companion,  I  moft  devoutly 
wifli  to  fee  the  end  of  this  paflage,  and  yet  our  arrival  in  Albany  is  con- 
tinually delayed  by  new  obftrudions.  The  navigation  of  the  Mohawk  Ri- 
ver is  fortunately  not  like  that  of  the  rivers,  we  have  paffed  lately.  We  de- 
fcend  gently  with  the  ftream  ;  and  although  its  channel  is  in  fome  places 
obftni<flcd  with  trees,  yet  they  may  be  eafily  cleared.     It  receives  many 
fmall  creeks  and  fprings,  the  water  of  which  is  excellent ;  for  thefe  four 
days  paft  we  had  not  met  with  any  tolerable  water.     The  foil  is  good  alJ 
along  the  way  we  have  travelled,  but  grows  better,  in  proportion  as  you 
proceed  to  a  greater  diftance  from  the  fource  of  the  ftream.     The  fettle- 
ments  arc  more  numerous,  efpecially  on  the  right  bank.     Ten  miles  far- 
ther on,  they  begin  likewife  to  be  fo  on  the  left  bank ;  and  here  the  com- 
munication between  the  fettlers  on  both  fides  is  kept  up  by  wooden 
bridges.     Ten  miles  from  Fort  Stanwix,  the  price  of  land  is  from  five  to 
fix  dollars  per  acre.     A  great  part  is  leafed  out  for  life ;  the  leiTee  agrees 
to  pay  the  proprietor  a  certain  fum  per  acre,  as  long  as  he  cultivates  it. 
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The  leaie  is  generally  granted  for  three  lives,  wliich  he  can  chooic  at 
plcafure^  or  for  his  own  life  and  the  livxs  of  his  childreni  The  man,  in 
whofc  houfe  -we  breakfafted,  holds  one  hundred  acres  hj  this  tenure, 
but  not  from  the  firft  owner ;  and  thus  without  having  had  the  right  of 
dioofing  the  lives,  rfie  duration  of  which  is  to  determine  the  period  of 
his  leafe.  Only  nineteen  acres  have  been  yet  cleared,  for  he  fettled  iberc 
only  fifteen  months  ago.  Ten  of  thefe  acres,  which  are  fown  with 
wheat,  yield  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  bulhels  an  acre  ;  a  produce,  which 
affords  him  not  only  fiibfiftence,  but  alfo  a  fufficient  overplus  to  pay  his 


rent. 


•      .!  vn  .  ;  u;,     SCHUYLERTOWN. 

The:  fettlcment  of  Schuylcrtown  is  the  moft  confiderable  we  have 
hitherto  feen,  fincc  we  left  Wiikftarre.  It  is  a  traft  of  country  popu- 
loufly  fettled,  rather  than  an  infant  fettlcment ;  though  its  occupation 
commenced  but  in  17S5.  The  land,  which  at  that  time  coft  a  few 
pence  the  acre,  and  three  years  ago  no  more  than  five  dollars,  is  now  fold, 
not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town^  but  alfo  fifteen  miles  beyond  it; 
for  nineteen  or  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  General  Schuyler  and  Dr. 
Blight  arc  the  original  proprietors  of  a  great  part  of  thefe  lands,  which 
they  purchafed  from  the  ftate.  A  road  from  Albany  to  the  diftrid  of 
Geneflcc,  which  runs  by  this  town,  occafions  a  number  of  pcrfons  to  pafs 
this  way,  befidc  thofo  who  come  by  water.  Colonifts  from  New  Eng- 
land form  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  population  of  this  rich  and 
opulent  fettlcment.  The  land  is  excellent,  and  yields,  per  acre,  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  bufliels  of  grain.  Day-labourers  arc  cafily  obtained; 
their  wages  arc  generally  four  Ihillings  a  day,  and  fix  fiiillings  in  harveft. 
Wheat  is  cut  with  the  fickle.  The  harvcll  turns  out  plentiful,  tliis  year ; 
and  the  price  of  flour,  which  was  hitherto  nine  dollars  a  barrel,  has  al- 
ready gotten  down.  The  inhabitants  arc  bufied  in  gathering  in  their 
crops ;  and  the  country  lias  an  appearance  of  profperity  and  plenty. 

The  town  confilh  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  many  df 
v/hich  arc  well  Imilt ;  of  two  churches,  one  belonging  to  the  Prcfby'- 
•     5  terians, 
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Hcntaty,  who  are  the  mod  mimtrows,  and  tiie  other  to  members  of  the 
Epilbopal  church.  The  other  ic<fts'  Have  churdles  in  the  iUrrounding 
covtatry.  This  town  is  the  capitat  of  the  countjr  of  Kferkemer,  which, 
by  the  laft  computation,  contained  twenty-five  thoufand  fiyiajiundred 
and  twenty- three  inhabitants.*  Both  the  jail  and  court- houfc  were 
buik  three  years  ago  ;  and  rates  have,  but  very  lately,  been  afTeffed,  to 
reimburfe  the  expence.  The  quotas  of  the  inhabitants  are  raifed  on  the 
(amc  principles,  as  all  other  taxes,  and  are  very  trifling.  The  aggregate 
flim  of  all  the  taxes  amounts  fcarcely  to  fixpence  in  the  pound.  One  or 
two  paupers,  Ivipportcd  by  voluntary  contributions,  conftitute  the  whole 
burthen  upon  the  charity  of  the  townfhip.  The  roads  are  good ;  the 
country  is  beautifully  pleafant,  and  almoil  entirely  cleared.  Cattle  are 
reared  in  great  numbers.  Frefli  meat  may  be  had  at  all  times,  and  cofts 
fixpence  a  pound.  One  grift-mill  and  three  {aw-mills  within  a  fpace  of 
four  miles  around  the  town,  promote  its  profperity.  All  the  provifion, 
which  is  not  confumed  in  the  country,  in  winter  is  fent  to  Albany. 
The  number  of  houfes  may  be  augmented  in  the  town,  but  the  profpe^ 
rous  and  flourifhing  condition  of  the  country  admits  of  hardly  any  en- 
creafe.  All  the  lands  along  the  Mohawk  River  are  of  a  very  good  qua- 
lity ;  the  uncleared  parts  bear  none  but  found  and  large  trees,  and  the 
groond  under  cultivation  is  extremely  produdive.  The  country  is  every- 
where high,  healthful,  well  watered,  and  doubtlefs  one  of  the  fineft  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Intermittent  fevers  are  not  more  frequent  here, 
than  in  all  healthy  and  fettled  countries ;  few  perfons  are  afflidcd  with 
that  diftempcr,  but  the  flux  is  at  this  time  making  fome  ravages  among 
the  inhabitants. 
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GERMAN  FLATS. 


The  German  Flats  are  ftill  more  beautiful,  than  the  country  about 
Schuylertowri.     This  eftablifliment  was  formed  about  eighty  years  ago, 

*  •  The  county  of  Herkemer  contains,  by  the  ftate  cenfus  of  ITJG,  twenty-five  tliou- 
iand  five  hundred  and  fovcnty-three  inhabitants,  of  whom  fouc  tlioufand  one  Itundred 
and  fixty-one  are  eleftors. — Tranjlator. 

Dutchmen 


i'PII 

31 

36o 


■H'V'.^v        TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMBRICA,  -    wr  v^ 


Dutchmen  and  Germans  were  the  firft  fettlers.  Since  that  time  other 
families  from  Germany  and  Holland  have  joined  the  ancient  colonics, 
and  numerous  fettlers  continue  to  arrive  from  thofc  parts,  as  well  as 
other  European  countries.  The  German  tongue  and  German  manners 
have  been  prefervcd  among  the  families  of  the  original  planters.  Yet  this 
language  is  not  cxclufively  the  fpeech  of  the  diftri<ft,  as  in  Reading  and 
Lancailcr.  The  German  Flats  arc  famous  throughout  America,  on  ac- 
count of  their  fertility.  The  fruitful  foil  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in 
depth  ;  the  eminences,  which  bound  thefe  low  grounds,  poflefs  the  fame 
foil ;  many  of  them  are  high  mountains,  cultivated  up  to  the  fummits, 
which  in  Ibme  places  arc  crowned  with  beautiful  meadows.  The  ilaple 
commodity  is  wheat ;  but  Indian-corn,  buck-wheat,  water-melons,  an^ 
gourds,  are  alfb  cultivated.  All  plants  are  here  of  an  uncommon  fizc,  and 
a  peculiar  flavour,  cfpeclally  potatoes.  They  are  my  favourite  food,  when 
I  am  on  a  journey  ;  efpecially  at  prefent,  when  they  are  the  only  frefti 
vegetables,  which  can  be  had.  Moreover,  they  feem  to  be  prophylaxies 
in  the  febrific  atmofphcre,  in  which  we  arc  travelling.  ,'        .  ,  rt* 

Some  lands  in  the  Flats,  clofe  to  the  river,  would  not  be  fold  for  lels 
than  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  Cattle  are 
here  neither  numerous  nor  of  a  fine  breed.  Horfes  are  reared  in  the 
greatelt  number ;  but  thofc  I  have  feen  are  not  remarkable  for  beaxity ; 
fcvcral  of  them  are  put  to  a  waggon  by  the  farmers.  The  harveft  is  un- 
commonly plentiful ;  and  it  is  here  fpcedily  houfcd,  us  labourers  may  be 
cafily  procured.  But,  what  a  difference  between  the  grave  ailiduity  of 
this  people,  and  the  cheerful,  merry,  and  melodious  activity  of  our  reapers 
in  France  !  The  harveft  is  and  was  there  a  feaft,  a  time  of  plcafure  as  of 
blclTmgs.  All  were  content.  Old  people  and  children,  man  and  wife, 
young  men  and  girls,  all  participated  in  this  unlverfal,  real,  noify,  and 
contagious  mirth,  which,  far  from  interrupting  the  lalxmr,  infpiiited  the 
labourers  to  greater  zeal  and  exertion.  The  time  of  hay-making  and 
the  vintage — what  an  imiverfal  joy,  charming  giddinefs,  and  delight- 
ful fpcdaclc,  did  they  not  afford,  fit  to  enrapture  the  oldcft  brcaft ! 
What  nation  underftands  better  to  enjoy  happinefs,  than  the  amiable 
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French  }   .Ah !  am  I  never  to  celebrate  a  haneft-home  but  on  a  foreign 
Toil? 

The  corn  u^  the  German  Flats,  although  uncommonly  fmc,  would  be 
flill  finer,  it*  tlie  fields  were  cultivated  with  more  care  ;  the  farmers  gene- 
rally negleft  to  free  them  from  weeds  in  fpring.  Noxious  plants  Ihoot  up, 
ther(jfore,  more  copioufly,  in  proportion  as  the  foil  is  richer,  and  obftrud: 
the  growtli  of  the  corn.  The  form  of  the  fields,  the  expanfc  of  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  the  fwclljng  hills  and  mountains,  offer  a  delightful  variegated 
profpe<ft,  the  charms  of  which  arc  heightened  by  the  numerous  buildings 
intcrfpcrfed,  of  various  forms  and  colours.  To  an  extent  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles,  the  right  bank  forms  an  uninterrupted  village,  of  a  confiderablc 
depth.  Fevers  are  not  frequent  here ;  but  the  flux  carries  off,  at  prcfent, 
humhers  of  people.  The  heat  is  in  truth  cxeelhve,  and  the  fun,  which 
darts  piercing  rays,  remains  long  above  the  horizon.  The  heat  is  altogether 
intolerable,  ezpofed  as  we  are  to  it  in  an  open  veifel ;  and  the  nights  are 
nearly  as  troublefome  as  the  days.  Never  are  they  cooled  by  the  flighted 
breeze,  and  they  are  fliill  warm  with  the  fultry  heat  of  the  preceding  day, 
when  the  iun  rifes  again.  This  is  the  hottefl  weather,  I  have  ever  ex- 
perienced. My  thermometer  Hands  in  the  fliadc  generally  at  ninety - 
three  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-feven  one-ninth  Reaumur). 

"   THE  CANAL  AND  LITTLE  FALLS  TOWNSHIP.— PALATINE. 

Seven  miles  from  the  German  Flats  arc  the  Little  Falls,  which  again 
occafion  a  land-carriage  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  Thelc  falls  arc  mere 
violent  rapids ;  fevcral  rocks  of  difl'ercnt  fize  narrow  the  channel  of  tlio 
ftream  ;  the  confecjuent  agitation  of  the  water  occafions  a  foam,  and  in- 
terrupts the  navigation.  The  adjacent  country,  two  miles  above  and 
Iwlow  the  rapids,  is  alfo  full  of  rocks.  The  foil  is  fandy,  fwampy,  and 
irocky ;  fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  fpot,  a  ft:ain  of  the  fmcft  country  in 
tlic  world.  Immediately  after  you  have  paflcd  this  vein  <rf  flione,  tlie 
land  is  again  as  beautiful  and  fertile  as  before. 

For  thefe  three  years  paft,  the  people  have  Ix-cn  buficd  in  conft;ru<n:ing  a 
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canal,  which  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  rapids,  and  i^  intended  tofe- 
mo\e  the  impediments,  that  interrupt  the  navigation.  A  company  of 
gentlemen  of  confiderable  property,  fupported  by  a  great  number  of  fub- 
fcribers,  have  entered  upon  this  undertai^lng,  and  but  very  lately  ob- 
tained a  pow^erful  aid  from  the  Legiflature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
"which  has  fubfcrlbed  largely  for  this  enterprife.  The  canal,  it  is  affcrtcd, 
is  to  be  finifhed  this  year ;  and  we  are  aiTured,  that  it  will  be  accomplilhed 
very  foon.  The  work  is,  however,  in  my  judgment,  but  little  advanced ; 
although  the  whole  length  amounts  to  no  more  than  three  quarters  of  a 
mile ;  the  progrefs  is  very  flow ;  and  a  rock  is  to  be  cut  through.  The 
ftones,  whiclvare  dug  out,  are  partly  made  ufe  of  for  ereding  a  wall  three 
feet  in  height  on  both  fides  of  the  canal.  This  wall  is  again  covered  with 
earth,  which  is  alfo  thrown  again<l  it  on  both  fides,  fo  that  it  forms  a 
dam,  the  top  of -which  is  eight  feet  in  width,  and  the  flope  about  thirty. 
As  neither  mortar  nor  any  other  cement  is  ufed  in  erc(fting  the  wall,  it 
remains  with  me  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  water  will  not  find  its 
way  through  the  dam,  and  do  mifchlef.  At  the  beginning  of  the  canal 
two  locks  have  been  conftrudled,  which  are  completely  finiflied,  except 
that  the  doors  arc  not  yet  hung.  Thefe  locks  are  built  all  of  wood,  the 
foundation  as  well  as  the  fides,  and  the  workmanfliip,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  is  very  good  ;  but  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  why  no  ftones  are 
made  ufcof  in  the  conftrudlon  of  this  work,  as  they  abound  in  the  fur- 
rounding  country.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  workmen  arc  conftantly  em- 
ployed at  the,  canal,  who  receive  each  fix  fliillings  a  day,  without  board. 
Thefe  workmen  arc  divided  into  certain  companies ;  a  great  number  of 
them  are  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  but  many  are  alfo  Irlihmen 
newly  arrived,  nay  Irilli  convids,  whofe  conduct  is  far  from  being  bene- 
ficial to  the  country.  -  ?'  ■  •-■  -  '     '.-  — 

The  town  of  Little  Falls  confifts  of  about  fifty  well-built  houfes.  A 
corn-mill  of  an  excellent  conftrudion,  and  a  faw-mill,  have  been  crcded 
on  thefe  rajnds. 


/:.  Ui  ■ 


After  a  navigation  of  twenty  miles,  our  'Squire  ftoppcd  near  a  houfc, 
-whicU>  by  his  account,  was  fully  adequate  to  indemnify  us  for  the  Incon- 
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venlencles  we  had  fuftained  the  preceding  nights.  But  nothing  at  all 
was  to  be  had ;  a  whole  hour  elapfed  before  we  were  able  to  obtain  a  bed 
for  Dupetitthouars,  whofe  illncfs  grew  conftantly  worfe.  The  floor  was 
afligned  to  us  for  a  rcfting  place  ;  more  we  could  not  obtain.  This 
place  belongs  to  the  towniliip  of  Palatine  ;  it  is  fcated  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  poflefles  the  fame  foil,  and  the  fame  honeft,  flow,  and  dirty 
Germans  for  inhabitants.     This  fcttlemcnt  was  formed  about  feventy 
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My  patient  felt  much  relieved  after  an  emetic  I  had  given  him  the 
preceding  evening  ;  we  were  obliged  to  wake  him  at  four  o'clock,  as 
we  wiflied  to  arrive  at  an  early  hour  at  Skenedlady.  The  day  pafled,  in 
regard  to  our  patient,  better  than  we  expefted,  as  we  entered  the  port 
without  his  having  been  attacked  by  another  fit  of  the  fever.  We  had, 
therefore,  ground  to  hope,  that  the  dreadftil  fits,  which  he  had  fuftained, 
were  merely  the  confequences  of  exceflive  fatigue.  '  We  flopped  at  Ca- 
nal mgi,  which  is  another  German  fettlement.  The  information  above 
detailed  applies  likewife  to  this  place,  even  in  regard  to  the  prices  6f  com- 
modities. Water-melons  and  gourds  are  here  alfo  fown,  either  with  In- 
dian corn,  or  by  themfelves,  and  are  employed  to  great  advantage  in  feed- 
ing the  cattle,  during  the  five  or  fix  months  in  which  they  muft  necef- 
farily  be  kept  in  the  ftable.  The  Hefl[ian  fly  is  yet  unknown  in  this 
fortunate  country.  The  land  is  fo  good,  as  not  to  fta-  1  in  need  of  ma- 
nure. The  prefent  occupier  has  lived  thirty-four  years  on  this  eftate, 
and  never  laid  dung  on  more  than  lix  acres  of  his  lands>  which  he  ma- 
nured thirty  years  ago  very  flightly. 

After  having  pafled  the  fettlement,  which  formerly  belonged  id 
W.  JoHjrsTON,  ancient  Englifli  DircAor-general  of  Indian  afl-airs, 
whofe  cftates  were  confifcated  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  becaufe  he 
declared  himfelf  againft  the  Americans,  we  at  length  reached  Skcnec- 
tady .  the  end  of  our  navigation.  Johnftown  is  the  capital  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery,  which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhjibitants.  Skc- 
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heifta^j  is  a  fmall  town,  as  old  as  Albany,  and  cohtaining  mo^Iy  old 
houfcs,  built  in  the  Dutch  ftyle,  whitfh  give  it  altogether  the  appearance 
of  an  ancient  European  city.  The  Mohawk  River,  which  it  here  dofely 
hemmed  in,  takes  a  large  fwecp  in  the  vicinity  of  this  totni ;  and  a  catJi* 
nwft  renders  the  navigation  impoffible.  You  here  quit  the  veffel,  and 
proceed  by  land  to  Albany.  The  poifibility  of  conftrufting  a  canal,  by 
which  the  falls  as  well  as  other  impediments  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mo* 
hawk  River  may  be  avoided,  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands ;  and  plans*  it 
is  aiTerted,  are  in  contemplation,  to  facilitate  the  painful  paflage  we  have 
juft  made,  and  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  occafional  land-carriage. 
This  would  be  a  great  and  ufeful  undertaking,  equally  honourable  and 
advantageous  for  the  State  of  New  York.  VelTels  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
tons  burthen,  it  is  faid,  might  be  employed  in  this  navigatioHi  which 
would  thus  become  an  outlet,  far  preferable  to  that  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence,  which  admits  of  only  boats  of  three  or  four  tons  burthen. 
We  heard  it  reported  in  Upper  Canada^  it  is  true,  that  with  an  e:q)ence 
of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  ilerling  an  uninterrupted 
navigation  might  be  opened  from  London  to  Niagara.  But  indepen- 
dently of  one  milli(»i  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  fterling  being  a 
pretty  laigc  fum,  the  whole  proje^  is  the  work  of  an  adventurer,  whofc 
wifhes  are  eafily  converted  into  hopes,  and  who£:  hc^s  ipeedily  mature 
to  opini(Mi8,  the  erroneoufnefs  of  which  frequently  time  only  dcvclopes. 

The  information,  which  I  was  able  to  collcA  rcfpc<fting  Skenedady, 
is  as  follows.  The  fettlcment  was  CNriginally  formed  by  Brabanters,<4n  the 
year  l662 :  but  in  later  times  mod  of  the  coloniils  arrived  from  New 
,£n|;land  ;  and  fo  they  do  at  preient.  Two  thirds  of  the  territory  of  Ske- 
ncdady,  which  comprlfes  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  fquare  miles, 
are  already  cleared ;  the  good  ibil  is  five  feet,  and  on  eminences  two  feet 
in  dept'  ;  good  land  yields  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  buihels  c^  wheat 
•n  acre ;  land  of  inferior  quality  irom  twelve  to  fifteen ;  agriculture,  as 
weU  as  the  price  of  ^ovifioa,  is  much  the  fiime  as  in  the  more  ad* 
vanced  parts ;  winter  Isffts,  m  regard  to  agricultural  operationr .  'acA\  No* 
-wflfllKr  tin  Apfti ;  the  ^lain  fuifcn  but  very  Seldom,  and  in  a  trkfiing 

degree. 


BY  THE  DUKE  BS  Lh  llOCHBrOUCAULT  i^IANCQUnT. 


366 


^^fgree,  fr(tm.  the  Hcfliin  Ajr*  and  from  Uights ;  tho  cliitiatc  is  health-}r ; 
the  u(ual  mart  (ot  the  pcDdu(5iion  of  the  country  is  Albany.  The  "EpiC- 
copal  is  the  prevalent  religion  ;  although  the  town  contains  alfo  a  church 
for  Gorman  Lutherans^  and  one  for  Prefbyterians.  The  Germans  were 
t)ib  the  moil  liberal  bcnofa^ons  to  the  inilitution  <>f  a  college,  A\-hich  was 
incorporated  lad  year  (i  /g4)«  and  the  property  of  which,  raifed  by  fub- 
fcriptions  and  other  means,  amounts  already  to  forty-two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dcdlars,  and  one  thousand  fix  hundred  acres  of 
land}  given  by  the  ftates*. 

Skencdady  is  the  emporium  as  well  for  the  proviiion,  which  comes 
^own  the  Mohawk  River,  defigned  for  Albany,  as  for  the  merchandize, 
which  from  the  (lores  at  Albany  is  tranfmitted  to  the  countries,  inter- 
je^ed  by  the  Mohawk  River  and  other  iheams,  flowing  into  the  former 
as  far.  as  the  diftrid:  of  GenefTee.  The  townfhip  of  Skene^ady  contains 
about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  foulsf .  It  is  the  frontier-town  of  the 
county  of  Albany  towards  Montgomery.  The  capital  of  this  county  id 
Albany;  the  county  of  Albany  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, of  whom  two  thoufand  five  hundred  are  flares. 

In  Skcnedady  we  took  our  leave  of  Mr.  Vanallen,  who,  in  addition 
to  the  civilities  fhewn  us  in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  voyage,  declined  alio 
to  accept  any  money  for  our  paffage,  on  the  ingenious  pretence,  that, 
as  we  carried  our  provifions  with  us,  we  had  not  in  the  Icail  encreaftd 
his  expcncc.  We  remain,  therefore,  in  many  rcfpedls,  under  great  obli- 
gations to  this  gentleman.  \,    .  i| 


TQUR  TO  ALBANY. 
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Mr.  Vanallen  had  bufmefs  to  tranfad:  in  Skcnedlady,  and  we  wiihed 
to  reach  Albany  as  foon  as  poftible.    A  ftable-kecper  engaged  to  carry  us 

*  Tlie  college,  alluded  to  by  the  Author,  is  Union  College,  which  took  its  name  frptn 
the  union  of  various  denominations  of  Chi'iftians  in  it^  eftablifliment.  The  faculty  of 
this  college  coniifted,  in  tlJ^,  of  the  prefidettt  and  one  tutor,  and  the  number  of  fludents 
was  thnty-ftven.-^TraH/Iaur. 

t  Ey  the  State  Cen&u  pf  1196,  the  townlhip  of  Skcne£tady  contains  three  thoufand, 
four  hundred  and  feventy-two  inhabitants,  of  whom  fix  hundred  and  eighty-three  arc 
electors,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty.one  ilavcs.— TV  an/?. 
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the  fame  night  to  Albany,  though  it  was  already  late  ;  we 'took  accord 
ingly  our  leats  in  his  waggon,  bolftered  with  .ftraw.  About  four  miles 
from  Skenedlady,  the  driver  informed  us,  that  he  could  not  proceed  far- 
ther. Grumbling,  we^fubmittcd,  therefore,  to  the  neceflity  of  taking  up 
our  night's  lodging  in  a  bad  inn,  where,  as  loon  as  Dupetitthouars  had 
occupied  the  only  bed  which  was  in  the  hovife,  I  entered  into  a  conver- 
fation  with  the  landlord  and  our  diriver,  which  turned  upon  politics,  the 
univerfal  topic  in  this-  country.  Since  we  have  fet  foot  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  we  find  newfpapers  in  every  village.  My  new  ac- 
quaintances were  people  of  uncouth  manners,  and  without  the  leaft  edu- 
cation ;  but  their  opinions  were  juft  and  feniible,  and  their  judgments  ex- 
tremely correft;  They  manifefted  a  ftrong  attachment  to  France,  and 
mod  earneftly  wilhed  her  fuccefs.  They  hate  England,  confide  in  their 
Prefident,  and  fpeak  of  De  la  Fayette  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  Thi* 
univerfal  attachment  of  the  Americans  to  De  la  Fayette,  and  the  grateful 
fentiments  of  him  expreffed  by  all  without  exception,  thougli  in  the 
courfe  of  the  French  Revolution  he  a<3;ed  a  part  not  approved  hy  all, 
refute  in  a  forcible  manner  the  charge  of  levity  and  ingratitude  fre- 
quently preferred  againil  the  Americans.  "  May  he  come,"  faid  a  man 
to  us  this  morning  who  was  riding  on  horfeback  by  the  lide  of  our  car- 
.  riage,  "  May  the  Marquis  come,  wc  will  make  him  rich.  It  is  through 
him  that  France  made  us  free  ;  never  Ihall  we  be  able  to  do  fo  much  for 
him,  as  he  has  done  for  us." 

After  a  three  hours'  journey  through  a  country,  which  is  much  like  the 
woods  of  Anjou,  fandy,  covered  with  fern,  and  bearing  none  but  fickly 
trees,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Albany. 

.,  ,     MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.  '-.^ 

•  The  minerals  between  Fort  Ofwego  and  Albany,  and  the  earth,  with 
w  hich  they  are  covered,  are  much  the  fame  as  in  the  diflridt  of  Gencffee, 
and  in  Upper  Canada.  The  rocks  about  the  fort,  as  well  as  near  the 
rapids  and  water-fall,  confifl  of  an  imperfect  granite,  feldom  interfperfed 
with  mica  ;  from  time  to  time  you  meet  with  flate  of  a  coarfe  grain. 
On  the  banks  of  Wood-creek  I  fcarcely  faw  any  Hones  at  all ;  the 
■        ,  -      * '  ground 
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ground  is  immerfed  in  w^ter  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  during  this  tedi- 
ous and  winding  pafl'age  none  come  in  view.  The  water-fall  in  Mo- 
hawk River  (Little  Falls)  breaks  through  a  chain  of  granite  rocks, 
that^are  obfervable  in  all  parts  of  this  fmall  barren  fpot,  which,  as  has 
already  been  remarked,  is  a  diigrace  to  the  rich  furrounding  country.  In 
the  townlhip  of  Palatine  lime-ftone  is  found  of  a  very  good  quality.  Two 
wide  terraces  of  earth,  which  bound  (the  channel  of  the  Mohawk,  and 
form  its  banks,  are  the  moft  remarkable  appearance  upon  that  river. 
The  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  it  is  affcrted,  offer  the  fame  ftriking 
profpe<ft. 

As  to  the  different  fpecies  of  trees,  I  have  had  but  little  Icifure  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  not  having  been  on  fhore  oftener  than  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
and  never  but  for  a  few  moments.  Thev  fecm  to  be  much  the  fame  as 
in  the  di{lri<^  of  Geneflee.  .        ^  , 

""tI'^ :fck.M.  :<Ui'  ":  -  ALBANY;    ^rr  ,^,.. :,,.''■  ' 

Albanv  is  one  of  the  mofl  ancient  fettlemcnts  in  North  America  ;  it 
was  formed  in  the  year  lOOo  ;  and  the  town  incorporated  in  lOsO.  The 
lilftory  of  this  city,  which  occurs  in  all  defcriptions  of  the  United  State*, 
1  fliall  pafs  over  in  filence.  It  is  fcatcd  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  miles 
from  New  York,  has  a  harbour,  and  a  very  cxtcnfive  trade.  Ships  of 
eighty  tons  burthen  fail  up  to  the  town  ;  and  the  trade,  is  carried  on  in 
vefTels  of  this  lize.  A  fort  of  fand-bank,  three  miles  below  Albany,  ren- 
ders the  navigation  rather  difficult ;  yet  it  is  eafily  cleared  with  the 
affiftancc  of  pilots  acquainted  with  it,  and  no  fhip  arrives  without  one 
of  them  on  board.  This  impediment,  it  is  afl'erted,  might  e;di!y  be 
removed  at  a  trifling  expence  ;  and  fliips  of  a  mu'ch  larger  lize  might 
then  anchor  near  the  city.  The  navigation  of  the  river  from  the  Nortli 
country  is  open  from  the  middle  of  April  until  the  middle  of  November. 
The  trade  of  Albany  is  chiefly  carried  on  with  the  produce  of  the  Mo- 
hawk country,  and  extends  eaflward  as  far  as  agriculture  and  cultivated 
lands  expand.  The  ftate  of  Vermont,  and  a  part  of  New  Hamplhire, 
lurnifli  alfo  many  articles  of  trade  ;  and  the  exports  chiefly  confirt  in  tim- 
ber and  lumber  of  ev^y  fort  and  defcription,  potatoes,  potafh  aid  pearl- 
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aih^i,  ^U  TpccieH  of  gra'^n,  and  Uflly  in  manuf4<^urcd  goods,  Thcfe  iirti^lc9 
are,  moil  of  thcmi  tranfportcd  to  Albany  in  winter  on  Hedges,  houfcd  by 
the  merchant;*,  und  by  them  fucceflTively  tranfmitted  to  Now  YorJ^,  where 
they  4rc  either  fold  for  bills  on  England,  or  exchanged  for  EngUfH  good^i 
which  are  in  return  fcx\t  from  Albany  to  the  provinces,  whence  the  arti- 
cles for  e;)cportati(m  w^rc  drawn.  Bufmefs  is,  therefore,  carried  on  en- 
tirely -with  ready  money,  and  efpccially  in  regard  to  pot-aih ;  not  even 
the  moft  iiibllantial  bills  are  accepted  in  payment.  The  trade  of  Albany 
is  carried  on  in  ninety  veifcls,  forty--five  of  which  belong  to  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  and  the  reft  to  New  York  or  other  places.  Thry  are  in  ge- 
neral of  icventy  tons  burthen,  and  make  upon  the  average  ten  voyages  a 
year,  which,  on  computing  the  freights  putwards  and  homewards,  pro- 
duces 4  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thouiand  tons  of  ibipping 
for  the  trade  of  Albany.  Every  fhip  is  navigated  by  four  m<?Ji^  i  the 
mafter  is  paid  twenty  dollars  a  month,  if  he  have  no  ihare  in  the  fbip,  the 
mate  fifteen,  and  a  fcaman  nine.  There  is  alfo  generally  a  cabin-boy  on 
board,  or  more  frequently  a  cook,  as  few  Ihips  have  Icfs  than  eight  paf- 
fengers  on  board,  either  coming  up  or  going  down.  The  frei^t  of  goods 
is  ufually  one  ihilling  a  hundred  weight ;  but  this  varies,  according  to 
their  value,  or  the  room  they  occupy. 

.  The  trade  of  Albany  is  very  fafe,  but  leems  not  to  be  very  profit- 
able. The  neat  proceeds  of  a  voyage  amount  upon  an  average  to  about 
one  hundred  dollar?,  which  makes  for  the  whole  year  one  thoufand  dol- 
lars for  a  ihip,  a  profit  by  no  means  confiderable.  If  you  add  to  this  the 
n^oney  paid  by  paflengers  for  their  paflage,  which  amounts  to  ten  fliil- 
lings  a  head,  making  from  feventccn  to  twenty  dtjUars  a  voyage,  and  from 
<>nc  hundred  and  Ifcventy  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  ten  voyj^es, 
wWch  are  made  in  the  eourfe  of  the  year,  the  whole  yields  but  a  very 
moderate  profit,  which  is  however  encreafed  by  the  falc  of  the  goods. 
This  is  a^  yet  the  ufual  way  in  which  trade  is  carried  on  by  this  city  ; 
it  deprives  the  merchants  of  Albany  of  a  confiderable  profit,  and  throw* 
it  into  the  hiinds  of  thofi?  of  New  York.  Some  of  the  former  un- 
dertake indeed  voyages  to  England.,  Holland,  and  other  countries ;  but, 
for  this  purpofc  they  charter  New  York  veffcb.    Tbefc  are  the  boldcf 
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people ;    and  are  called  men  of  the  new  notions,  but  their  number  is 


fmall. 
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V  The  ancient  cuftoms  and  confined  views  of  the  timid,  yet  covetous, 
Dutchmen,  have  carefully  been  prcfcrved  in  this  city.  No  (hip  fails 
,  from  Albany  diredly  to  Europe  ;  and  yet  provifion  is  fent  thither  from 
this  place.  It  is  evident  that,  if  the  inhabitants  would  take  themfelves 
the  trouble  of  exporting  their  produce,  they  would  favc  ufel<!fs  intereft, 
the  return-freight,  and  double  commiflion,  and  would  obtain  employ- 
ment for  their  iliips  during  the  time,  when  the  navigation  to  the  north 
is  Ihut  up  by  ice.  Ideas  of  this  complexion  begin  to  dawn  upon  the 
minds  of  fomc  merchants,  and  will,  no  doubt,  produce  advantageous 
changes.  From  the  fame  habitual  apathy  the  merchants  of  Albany 
relinquilli  the  trade  in  horfes  and  mules,  great  numbers  of  which  are 
reared  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  Conncdicut  merchants,  who  pur- 
chafe  and  export  them  with  confiderable  profit  to  the  Antilles. 

The  building  of  fliips  cofts  in  Albany  about  twenty-feven  dollars  and 
half  per  ton.  The  Ihips  are  all  fir-built,  and  lafl  about  ten  years.  Experi- 
ments have  been  made,  which  prove,  that  Ihips  built  of  dry  and  well  fea- 
foned  timber,  laft  thirty  years  and  upwards.  The  trade  of  Albany  grows 
daily  more  extenfive  ;  and  the  number  of  (hops  and  Ihips  is  increafing 
faft.  Two  new  towns,  built  five  or  fix  years  ago,  a  few  miles  above  Al- 
bany, on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river,  Ibare  in  this  trade.  Thefe  two 
towns,  which  have  rapidly  raifed  themfelves  to  a  confiderable  degree  of 
importance,  and  are  but  three  or  four  miles  diilant  from  each  other, 
carry  on  the  fame  trade  as  Albany  with  about  twenty- five  or  thirty 
veflels,  which  belong  to  them,  draw  from  the  back  country  the  produc- 
tions of  thefe  fruitful  provinces,  tranfmit  them  to  New  York,  take  in 
return  European  goods,  and  fupply  with  them  thofc  parts,  which  were 
formerly  fupplicd  from  Albany.  The  greater  diftance,  however,  and  Icfs 
depth  of  water,  are  circumftanccs  unfavourable  to  thefe  new  towns. 
The  freight  thence  to  Albany  is  two-pence  per  barrel ;  their  largeft 
fhips  are  only  of  fixty  tons  burthen,  and  generally  cannot  take  on  board 
more  than  half  their  cargo,  the  remainder  of  which  they  receive  from 
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Jitters,  which  attend  then;!  (or  that  pvH:p(>re  in  the  vic^ilty  of  Albany. 
Yet,  they  continue  their  trade,  encreale  daily,  and  will  probably  animate 
Albany  to  ^eater  boldnefs  and  ai^ivity.  ^^ew  Qiiy  contains  about  iixty 
ror  feventy  j^ores  or  Ihops,  and  Troy  fiiity  or  fix^y.  Thefe  new-fettkd 
fl^rch«i9t5  all  profper,  and  their  number  is  daily  v  icreaiing.  The  mer- 
>ch»»ts  of  Albany*  it  is  reported,  view  this  growing  profperity  of  their 
neighbours  with  an  evil  eye,  and  confider  it  as  an  encroachment  upon 
their  native  rights.  If  this  be  true,  thejealouiy  of  the  merchants  of  Al« 
hany  muft  be  the  refult  of  their  ignorance  aind  confined  views.  The  pio- 
vioccs,  which  contribute  their  produce  to  fupport  this  trade,  are  yet  far 
from  having  attained  to  the  higheft  degree  of  cultivation ;  many  parts, 
^u^ly  proper  for  that  purpofe,  are  but  little  cultivated  ;  and  others  yet 
iinclea<red.  Towns  will  he  built  ftill  farther  northwards  than  Troy  and 
New  City  ;  others  will  be  ered;ed  even  on  the  we^rn  fide  of  the  river, 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greater  number  of  lettlements  and  encreafed 
|»0|>ulfttioWL»  wUl  augment  the  produce  and  wants,  and  every  town,  whc- 
XSfvtx  aaciewt  or  «ew,  experience  an  incre^fe  of  bufincfs  beyond  what  it 
will  be  »bjle  to  do* 

Albw»y  cjanlains  fix  thoufand  jjohabitaats,  two  thoufand  of  whom  arc 
fiaves,  9&  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  permit  flavejy.  The  old 
houfcs  ttTC  built  in  the  Dutch  ityle,  with  the  gable-end  to  the  ftrcet ; 
the  pyramidal  part  rifing  in  fteps,  and  terminating  in  a  chimney  deco^ 
rated  with  figwes,  or  in  I'orae  iron  puppets.  All  the  buildings,  which 
have  been  frcifted  within  thefe  laft  ten  years,  are  conllru<^ed  of  bricks 
in  the  Englilh  ftylc,  wide  and  large. 

.  The  revenue  of  the  city  amounts  to  about  thirty-five  tliouiand  dollars 
a  year.  It  pofiefles  a  greiit  quantity  of  land  in  the  neighbouring  country, 
and  al^  fells  the  quays  ou  the  river  at  two  dollars  and  half  per  foot,  and 
a  ground-rent  of  ooc  0iilling,  which  is  irrcdeemahle.  This  revenue 
is  pjirtly  owing  to  the  economy  of  the  admuMllrators,  who  have  hitherto 
endeavoured  rather  to  enrich  the  city  than  to  embcllifli  it,  and  render  it 
more  convenient.  The  fenate  is,  at  preient,  compofed  of  young  men, 
^ho  promife  to  taks  care  of  thefe  articks.  But,  £rx>m  the  ignorance, 
'  'i\  "'  '  X\  %.  '  apathy. 
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apathy,  and  antiquated  ideas/ which  preN'iiil  in  thisci^»  it  is  much  to  be 
apprehended,  left  the  reiutts  of  their  exertions  ihouid  prove  but  very 
trifling  for  a  lata^  time  to  come.  I  almoii:  incline  to  think,  that  young, 
people  here  arc  old  bora%  *'•'  '  ^  '*i 

."A  bank,  which  was  inilituted  here  four  years  ago,  promotes  the  tradb 
of  Albany ;  it  confifts  of  fix  hundred  fhares  of  four  hundred  dollars  each^ 
only  half  of  which  have  hitherto  been  paid.  The  yearly  dividend  is  nine 
per  cent,  bcfldes  what  is  dedu<^d  for  the  expence  of  the  building  in 
which  the  bank  is  kept.  : .  •  •  .  •  -  •     .   -  -^ 

There  is  in  Albany  a  Dutch  Lutheran  church  of  a  Gothic  and  very 
peculiar  conftruftion  ;  the  Epifcopalians,  Prelbyterians,  German  Protcf- 
tants,  and  Methodifts,  poflefs  alfo  churches  in  this  town.  -  i  v 

The  price  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  is  from  fixty- three  to 
icventy-fivc  dollars  per  acre.  Some  lands  near  the  river  are  ftill  dearer. 
Thefe  arc  remarkably  good  ;  but  thofe,  which  arc  fituatcd  more  back- 
wards, are  but  of  a  middling  quality.  Agriculture  is  not  attended  to 
with  peculiar  care ;  the  farms  lie  half  in  grafs  and  half  in  com.  No 
country  had  ever  ftronger  incitements  ta  perfe<^  its  agriculture  and  in- 
duftry  ;  for  none  was  ever  fumiflied  with  outlets  more  fafe  and  Icfs  ex- 
penfive. 

Some  manufactories  have  been  eftabliflied  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
town,  among  which  is  a  glafs-houfe,  in  which  both  window  glafs  and 
bottler  are  made.  The  former  is  pretty  fmooth,  and  the  manufad:ory  is 
carried  on  with  much  adivity.  Mr.CALDHOWELL  poiTelTes  alfo  near  the 
town  extenfive  works,  where  tobacco,  muftard,  ftarch,  and  cocoa-mills, 
are  turned  by  water,  and  even  ever}'  acceffory  labour  is  performed  by  the 
aid  of  water  machinery*.  The  tobacco-mill  is  the  moll  important  part 
of  thefe  works ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  arc  yearly 


*  Thefe  valuable  Works,  which  are  decidedly  fuperior  toanyofthe  kind  in  America, 
arc  fituated  one  mile  north  of  the  city,  in  the  fuburbs.  The  ingenious  proprietor,  whofe 
true  name  is  James  Caldwell,  has  obtained  a  patent  for  the  invention  of  the  water 
machinery,  which  is  truly  admirable. — Tranjlator^ 
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manufa6hircd.  Laft  fummer  (July  170-*)  a  complete  fct  of  fimilar 
works  having  been  confumed  by  fire,  Mr.  Caldwell's  friends  immediately 
opened  a  loan  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  at  the  bank,  and  the  legifla- 
tivc  body  of  New  York  refolvcd  alfo  laft  feffion  to  aflift  him  with  a  iunx 
of  the  fame  amount.  I  am  to  add  in  honour  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  with  whom 
I  am  not  acquainted,  that  nearly  all  the  labouring  people  in  the  city, 
in  confequence  of  this  unfortunate  accident,  fubfcribed  fcveral  days' 
labour,  as  a  voluntary  contribution  to  the  re-conftrudlion  of  thcfc  works, 
which  are  truly  grand  and  bcautifLil.  They  gl\e  employment  and  fub- 
fiftence  to  fifty  pcrfons,  fome  of  whom  receive  one  hundred  dollars  a 
year ;  children,  nine  years  old,  can  earn  from  fix  fifillings  to  one  dollar  a 
week.  Tan-yards,  corn,  oil,  paper,  and  fulling-mills,  have  alfo  been 
creeled  in  the  furrounding  country  ;  and  labourers  are  found  in  abun- 
dance. The  wages  of  common  day-labourers  amount  to  four  (hillings  and 
fix-pence  a  day,  and  to  feven  lliillings  in  harveft. 

Hofpitality  to  ftrangers  feems  not  to  be  a  prominent  feature  in  the  cha- 
ra<fter  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany ;  the  few,  with  whom  we  got  acquainted, 
looked  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.  They  live  retired  in  their  houfes 
with  their  wives,  who  fometimes  arc  pretty,  but  rather  aukward  in  their 
manners  ;  and  w  ith  w  horn  their  hufbands  fcarcely  exchange  thirty  words: 
a  day,  although  they  never  addrcfs  them  but  with  the  introdudory  appel- 
lation of  "  MV  love."  Exceptions,  undoubtedly,  cxift  in  regard  to  the 
charms  of  the  ladies,  as  well  as  to  the  condud  and  converfation  of  the 
hufbands  ;  but,  it  is  ailertcd,  they  arc  very  few. 

The  Schuylers  and  Renflelacrs  arc  the  moft  refpedable  families  in 
point  of  wealth  and  intcreft  :  having  intermarried  with  each  other, 
their  influence  is  altogether  irrefiftible  in  the  county.  The  Schuylcrs  arc 
endowed  with  more  talents  and  knowledge  ;  but  the  Renflelacrs  poflels 
more  riches ;  and  money  is  a  powerful  f[)ring  in  the  management  of  a 
ftate.  General  Schuyler  bears  the  charader  of  a  man  of  much  acutencfs, 
and  uncommon  abilities.  He  is  frequently  employed  in  ftate  atfairs ; 
and  it  is  his  earneft  wilh,  to  promote  and  raife  the  navigation,  induftry, 
and  profperity  of  his  country.     He  is  father-in-law  to  the  celebrated  Mr. 

Hamilton. 
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Hamilton.  General  Schuyler,  who  generally  accommodates  his  daugh- 
ters with  rich  hufbands,  gave  one  of  them  in  marriage,  five  years  ago, 
to  that  famous  orator,  from  refpedl  for  his  talents,  though  he  was  poor. 
I  fhould  not  omit  obfcrving,  that  I  fpeak  of  (Jcneral  Schuyler  without 
having  e\or  fccn  him.  During  my  rcfidence  in  Albany  he  had  gone  to 
aflUl  at  the  ncgociation  with  the  Indians ;  I  merely  know  him  from 
his  correfpondence  with  me,  which  is  highly  polite  and  elegant. 
The  General  ranks  among  the  moft  confidcrablc  men  in  the  United 
States.         i    •■       ■■■'■' 
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I  have  fccn  John  Schuylek,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  General;  for  a 
few  minutes  I  had  already  converfed  with  him  at  Skenedady,  and  was 
now  with  him  at  Saratoga.  The  journey  to  this  place  was  extremely 
painful,  on  account  of  the  fcorching  heat,  but  Saratoga  is  a  townlhip  of 
too  great  importance  to  be  pafled  by  luiobferved.  If  you  love  the  Knglifti, 
are  fond  of  con\erfing  with  them,  and  live  with  them  on  terms  of  fami- 
liarity and  friendfliip,  it  is  no  bad  thing,  if  occafionally  you  can  fay  to 
tliem,  •'  /  JiavcfccH  Saratoga." 

Yes,  I  \\ix\c  fccn  this  truly  nirmorahJc  place,  \Nhich  may  be  confulered 
as  the  fpot,  where  the  independence  of  America  was  fealed  ;  i'or  the 
events,  \^  hich  induced  Great  r)rif-ain  to  acknowledge  that  independence, 
were  obvioufly  coniequciices  of  the  capture  of  (teneral  Hurgoyne,  and 
would  in  all  probability  never  have  happened  \^itlu)utit.  The  dwelling- 
houle  of  .lohn  Schuyler  {lands  exadly  on  the  fpot,  where  this  important 
occurrence  took  place.  FiOi-creek,  which  flows  clofe  to  the  houfc, 
formed  the  line  of  defence  of  the  camp  of  the  Englifh  General,  which 
was  formed  on  an  eminence,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  dwelling. 
The  Knglifli  camp  was  alfo  entirely  liirrounded  uith  a  mound  of  earth, 
to  ilrengthen  its  defence.  In  the  rear  of  the  camp  the  Cnrman  tnxns 
were  polled  by  divifions  on  a  commanding  height,  communicating  wiih 
the  eminence  on  which  (ireneral  Rurgoyne  was  encamped.  The  ri^lit 
wing  of  the  German  corps  had  a  comnnn)ication  with  the  left  wing  of 
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the  Engli£h,  and  the  left  extended  towards  the  river.     General  Gates 
was  encainiped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  creek,  at  the  diftauce  of  an  eighth 
of  a  mile  from  General  Burgoync ;  liis  right  wing  ftretched  towards  the 
plain ;  but  he  endeavoured  to  fheltcr  liis  troops,  as  much  as  polfible,  from 
tlie  enemy's  fire,  until  he  refolved  to  form  the  attack.    General  Nelson, 
at  the  head  of  the  American  militia,  occupied  the  heights  on  the  other 
lidc  of  the  river,  and  engaged  the  attention  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
Englifti,  while  other  American  corps  obfervcd  the  movements  of  the 
right  wing.     In  this  pofition,    General  Burgoyne  furrcndercd  his  army  ; 
his   provifion    was    nearly    confumed,     but    he    was    amply   fupplicd 
with  artillery  and  ammuuit'.on.     The  fpot  remains  exa^Sly,  as  it  then 
•was,  excepting  the  fole  circumftancc,  that  the  bulhes,  which  were  cut 
down  in  front  of  the  two  armies,  are  lincc  grown  up  again.     Not  tlic 
leaft  alteration  has  taken  place  fmcc  that  time  ;  the  entrenchments  ftill 
cxift ;  nay,  the  foot-path  is  Hill  feen,  on  which  the  adjutant  of  General 
Gate?,  proceeded  to  the  Englilh  General  with  the  ultimatum  of  the  Ame- 
rican commander ;  the  fpot,  on  which  the  council  of  war  was  held  by  the 
Englifh  officers,  remains  unaltered.     You  fee  the  ^^'ay,  by   which  the 
Englilh  column,  after  it  had  been  joined  by  the  Germans,  filed  off  by 
the  left  to  lay  down  their  arms  within  an  ancient  fort,  which  was  con- 
ftru6lcd  in  the  war  under  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann ;  you  fee  the  place, 
where  this  unfortunate  army  was  necefilitated  to  ford  the  creek,  in  order 
to  retch  the  road  to  Albany,  and  to  march  along  the  front  of  the  Ame- 
rican army ;  you  fee  the  fpot,  where  General  Burgoync  furrcndercd  up 
liis  fvvord  to  General  Gates ;  where  the  man,  who  two  months  before 
had  threatened  all  the  rebels,  their  parents,  their  wives,  and  their  chil- 
dren witii  pillage,  facking,  firing,  and  fcalping,  if  they  did  not  join  the 
Englilh  banners,  was  compelled  to  bend  Britilli  pride  under  the  yoke  of 
thcfe  rebels,  and  where  he  underwent  the  twofold  humiliation,  as  a  mi- 
nifterial  agent  of  the  Englifli  government,  to  fubmit  to  the  di<ftates  of 
revolted  fubjedls,    and  as  commanding  general   of  dlfciplined  regular 
troops,  to  furrender  up  his  army  to  a  multitude  of  half-armed  and  half- 
clothed  peafunts.     To  fuftain  fo  fcverc  a  misfortune,  and  not  to  die  with 
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dt'fpair,  exceeds  not,  it  fccms,  therefore,  the  ftrcngth  of  man.  This  me- 
morable fpot  lies  in  a  corner  of  ui\e  court-yard  of  John  Schuykr ;  he  was 
then  a  youth,  twelve  years  old,  and  placed  on  an  eminence,  at  the  foot 
of  which  flood  General  Gates,  and  near  which  the  American  army  was 
drawn  up,  to  fee  their  difarmed  enemies  pais  by.  His  eftate  includes  all 
the  tra<!:l  of  ground,  on  which,  both  armies  were  encamped,  and  he  knows,, 
as  it  were,  their  every  llcp.  How  happy  mull  an  American  feel  in  the 
pofleffion  of  fuch  property,  if  his  bofom  be  any  wife  fufceptible  of  wamci 
feelings !  It  is  a  matter  of  alien iflimcnt,  that  neither  Congrels  nor  tlie 
Legiflaturc  of  New  York  lliould  have  credled  a  monument  on  this  fpot^ 
reciting  in  plain  terms  this  glorious  event,  and  thus  calling  it  to  the  rc- 
colledlion  of  all,  who  Ihould  pafs  this  way,  to  keep  alive  the  fcntiments  of 
intrepidity  and  courage,  and  the  Icnfc  of  glory,  which  for  the  benefit  of 
America  fhould  long  be  handed  down  among  Americans  from  generation, 
to  generation.  The  Englifh  would  not  have  fuffered  a  £milar  occafioo. 
to  pafs  unimproved.  John  Schuyler  at  leall  fhould  have  relieved  the 
modelly  of  government,  were  it  only  by  marking  the  fpot  with  a  plain,, 
fimplc  flonc,  which  no  American  would  behold  but  with  thofe  brave  and 
gUwious  feelings,  which  might  be  turned  to  tlie  grcatefl  advantage  to  the 
llatc. 

John  Schuyler  pofTcflcs  an  eflate  of  about  fifteen  hundred  acres,  five- 
hundred  of  which  arc  completely  cleared  of  wood.  The  land  near  the 
river  is  excellent,  and  cofls  from  thirty  to  thirty-eight  dollars  the  acre ; 
the  price  of  that,  which  lies  more  remote,  is  from  ten  to  tw  clve  dollars. 
The  produce  confids  in  grain,  chiefly  Indian  corn.  He  poflclies  one 
corn- mill  and  two  faw-mills,  which  are  turned  by  the  llrcam  of  the 
creek.  In  this  creek,  which  is  very  wide,  and  contains  plenty  of  water, 
are  fevcral  falls,  lying  behind  one  another,  which  might  turn  works  of 
any  extent.  John  Schuyler  makes  more  hay,  tlian  is  nccclfary  for  the 
ufe  of  his  farm ;  but  by  a  calculation,  founded  on  indolence  rather  than 
tnature  deliberation,  it  appears  to  him  more  profitable  to  fell  the  hay,  than 
to  fotten  cattle.  Although  pofTeflcd  of  three  mills  and  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  land,  yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  his  quota  of  taxes,  poor  and 
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county-rates,  exceeds  not  thlrty-flvc  dollars  a-year.  The  county-ratc.-i 
comprises  this  year  the  expencc  tor  building  a  court-houl'c  and  a  jail.  I 
cite  this  inllance,  as  it  may  lerve  to  enable  a  perlon  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  amount  of  taxes  in  the  llatc  of  New  York,  of  which  I  fliall,  no 
doubt,    iind  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  more  fully. 

John  Schuyler  received  me  in  a  manner  extremely  hofpitable  and  po- 
lite. He  is  a  young  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  mild,  amiable  manners,  con- 
ftantly  engaged  in  the  management  of  his  aliUirs,  which,  we  uuderltood, 
he  rondu6ls  with  prudence  and  punctuality.  He  is  married  to  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Rcnirelacr,  who  palfes  all  her  time  at  their  own  houfe,  which  is  a 
very  handfome  m-uiiion,  but  w  ithout  any  neighbours.  She  ices  no  com- 
pany, but  her  relations,  who  now  and  then  pay  her  a  vifit.  Her  hulband, 
on  whom  llic  doats,  is  frequently  abilnt ;  llie  complains  with  much 
meeknels  of  this  folitary  life,  yet  hears  it,  occupied  with  her  children  tnid 
the  management  of  her  houfehold.  She  is  charitable,  good,  and  uni- 
verfally  rcfpeded. 

Labourers  may  be  procured  here  in  great  abundance  ;  their  wages  arc 
three  Ihillings  a  day,  if  they  be  wanted ;  but  the  ufual  daily  labour  is 
performed  by  negroes,  who  arc  very  numerous,  fo  that  there  is  fcarcely 
a  houfe  without  one  or  two  of  them  ;  John  Schuyler  keeps  fe\  en.  I'he 
negroes,  it  is  generally  afferted,  enjoy  more  happineis,  as  Haves,  than  if 
they  were  free.  This  might  be  the  cafe,  if  liberty  were  bellowed  on 
them,  without  their  knowing  what  to  do  with  it.  But  upon  the  whole, 
luch  maxims  of  morality  fall  with  an  ill-grace  from  the  lips  of  a  free 
people.  The  negroes,  it  is  true,  are  kindly  ufed  in  the  ftate  of  New 
York  ;  but  it  is  alfo  true,  that  the  convenience  of  having  thcJTi  conftantly 
at  hand  for  any  work  fet  apart,  the  labour  of  white  people  is  lefs  cxpen- 
five,  than  that  of  negroes.  To  keep  flavcs  is,  therefore,  a  bad  fyllem, 
even  in  this  point  of  view. 

When  I  took  leave  of  young  Schuyler,  he  was  Indifpofed  with  the 
fever.  Having  made  the  fame  tour  as  we,  he  became  an  addit-ional 
viftim  to  the  contagious  air,  breathed  in  the  pcftilential  country, 
which  wc  have  travcrfed.     I  learned  afterwards  at  Bollon,   with  the  ut- 
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moll  concern,  that  he  is  fincc  dead.  The  youngeft  brother  of  Mr. 
Renllclaer  was  alfo  feized  with  a  fit  of  the  fever,  as  well  as  another  in- 
habitant of  Albany,  who  travelled  in  our  company.  All  the  people,  who 
were  on  board  our  veflel,  are  fick,  and  one  of  them  is  dead.  We  have, 
therefore,  but  little  realbn  to  extol  the  comforts  of  a  tour  on  Wood-creek. 
The  banks  of  the  no/thern  branch  of  the  Hudfon,  from  Saratoga  to 
Albany,  have  been  long  fettled,  and  the  country,  lying  more  back- 
wards, is  alfo  confiderably  peopled  from  five  to  thirty  miles  from  the 
fliorc.  Connedlicut  and  all  New  England  people  thefe  fettlements.  The 
land,  to  fpcak  of  it  in  general,  is  good,  and  eftates  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  cultivated  land  are  not  rare  along  the  river.  I  have  feen  many 
of  this  fort ;  the  farms  were  chiefly  defigncd  for  the  rearing  and  fattening 
of  cattle  ;  they  are  managed  but  very  indifferently  ;  the  land  received  little 
or  no  dung,  and  was  ploughed  only  three  or  four  inches  deep.  Eftates 
generally  confift  here  of  two  hundred  acres.  The  whole  of  the  banks  of 
the  northern  branch  of  the  river  is  truly  pleafant;  the  mountains,  which 
bound  the  ftream,  without  contracting  its  channel,  are  almoft  through- 
out covered  with  luxuriant  corn-fields.  It  was  through  thefe  narrow 
paiTcs,  that  General  Burgoyne  proceeded  to  Albany,  where  he  hoped  to 
be  joined  by  General  Clinton  ;  this  is  the  only  road  w  hich  leads  thither. 
Here  he  encountered  General  Gates,  who,  after  he  had  been  defeated  and 
fuftained  a  confiderable  lofs,  retreated  into  the  camp  at  Saratoga,  leaving 
behind  his  whole  train  of  heavy  ordnance.  I  have  feen  the  field  of  battle, 
where  this  important  adlion  took  place,  and  viewed  the  height,  where  Bri- 
gadier-General Eraser  made  fb  many  gallant  attempts  to  break  nupon 
the  Americans ;  I  have  feen  the  hillock,  under  which  he  is  buried.  The 
inhabitants  (liow  with  confcious  pride  every  corner  of  this  diftridl,  and  you 
difcern  in  their  countenance,  that  their  ancient  energy  and  vigour  would 
eafily  be  raifed  by  any  preffing  emergency.  This  acilion  happened  at 
Stillwater.  It  was  here  Burgoyne  rcrolvcd  upon  his  dccifive  retreat. 
But  under  the  appellation  of  Stillvatcr,  as  under  that  of  Saratoga,  a 
large  extent  of  country  is  comprifVcl.  The  toNsnlhip  of  Stillwater  is 
„„,,  3  C  tv\rntv, 
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twenty,  and  tHat  of  Saratoga  thirty -one  miles  in  length,  and  yet  every 
point  of  thefe  townfliips  is  called  Skill  water  and  Saratoga.  -^j-^a? 

I  have  omitted  to  ftate,  that  the  county  of  Saratoga  contains  many  na- 
tural curiofities,  among  which  are  cryftallizations  of  peculiar  beauty,  and 
two  medicinal  fprings,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Balltown  and  Saratoga 
fprings.  Both  are  in  great  repute,  efpecially  the  medicinal  waters  of 
Balltown,  where  the  accommodations  in  point  of  lodging  and  other  con- 
veniencics  far  exceed  thofe  of  Saratoga.  The  fprings  arc  both  impreg- 
nated with  j^JAVt/  air,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  perfons,  communicate 
with  each  other.  The  Saratoga  Waters,  as  is  alfcrtcd,  are  llronger  than 
the  Balltown  fprings. 

I  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filence  Juftice  Thompson,  who  refides  at 
Stillwater.  We  met  with  his  elded  fbn,  who  intends  to  become  a  fur- 
vcyor,  and  made  the  laft  paflage  with  Mr.  Vanallcn,  on  board  the  veflels 
in  which  we  returned  from  Ofwego,  and  travelled  in  his  company.  I 
had  promised  him  not  to  pafs  his  houfe,  without  paying  him  a  fhort 
vifit ;  I  fulfilled  this  promife,  and  was  invited  by  the  family  in  fo  plain 
and  frank  a  manner  to  ftop  for  the  night,  that  I  could  not  give  a  denial. 
The  family  are  good,  plain,  and  genteel  people,  of  mild,  pure,  and  uncor- 
rupted  manners  ;  a  rcfidcnce  with  them  is  extremely  pleafant.  Juftice 
Thompfon  poflcflcs  a  great  quantitj"^  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  ftatc 
of  New  York,  which  for  the  moft  part  is  yet  uncleared.  He  inhabits  an 
eftate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
are  under  cultivation ;  he  rears  a  great  many  cattle,  efpecially  mules, 
which,  when  two  years  old,  he  fells  to  Connefticut  traders  for  fifty  or 
fixty  dollars  a  head.  He  alfo  rears  many  horfes,  and  carries  on  with 
them  a  trade  of  tolerable  importance,  which  the  Albany  merchants  have 
not  yet  learned  to  improve.  In  thefe  parts,  it  is  afTcrted,  two  thoufand 
mules  are  yearly  fold.  I  have  this  information  from  'Squire  Poll,  an 
opulent  fiirmer,  for  the  exa(3:nefs  of  which,  however,  I  cannot  pledge  my- 
felf ;  for  there  are  not  four  perfons  in  this  county,  able  to  draw  up  ac- 
counts and  cftimates  of  the  general  produce  and  fupplies  of  a  diftridt. 

Good 
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Good  wiihes  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  French,  a  detcflation  of  their  crime?, 
and  decided  hatred  againft  the  Englilh,  form  here  the  uni^er^;ll  fcuti- 
ments,  as  they  do  in  general  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  land  near  the  river  is  good,  and  yields,  however  badly  it  is  culti- 
vated, from  twenty  to  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre.  The  price  of 
land  is  from  fifty  to  feventy-iive  dollars  an  acre.  I  am  now  travelling 
here  on  the  fifteenth  of  Augufl,  and  yet  little  hay  has  been  houfed,  for 
which  reafon  it  is  moflly  as  hard  as  wood. 

On  my  journey  to  Saratoga  I  had  pafTed  the  new  bridge,  conftrudled 
acrols  the  Mohawk-river.  This  bridge  is  ercdlcd  on  the  fpot,  where  the 
Cohoez-falls  appear  to  the  greatefl  advantage.*  But  the  river  contains 
not  at  prefcnt  fufficient  water  to  fupport  the  falls.  In  many  places  the 
rocks  are  quite  dry  ;  but  in  others  they  afford  a  fine  profpcdl.  The  per- 
pendicular height  of  the  falls  may  amount  to  about  fifty  feet,  and  the 
river  is  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  width.  But  upon  the ,  whole,  the 
view  is  not  flrikingly  wild,  romantic,  or  pleafant,  though  the  falls  arc 
•  much  celebrated  throughout  America.  The  bridge  is  conftruded  of 
timber,  and  refls  on  flone  pillars,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  diflant 
from  each  other.  The  mafonry  is  not  remarkable  for  fclidity  or  neat- 
nefs  ;  but  the  carpenters' -work  is  exceedingly  well  done.f 

On  my  return  from  Saratoga  I  crofled  the  northern  branch  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river  by  Halfmoon,  to  fee  the  two  new  towns,  New  City  and 
Troy,  which,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  were  built  a  few  years  ago, 
and  are  already  carrying  on  a  confiderable  trade.  The  houfes  are  very 
neat  and  numerous ;  almofl  every  houfe  contains  a  Ihop ;  the  inns  arc 
excellent ;  veirds  are  moored  near  all  the  keys ;  tan-yards,  potafli- works, 
rope-walks,  and  mills,  are  cither  already  in  full  work,  or  building.  The 
fight  of  this  adivity  is  truly  charming.     A  Mr.  Taylor,  who  pofTeffes 

*  The  Cohoc7,-falls,  which  the  author  mifnatnes  Xohos-fall,  appear  inoft  romantic- 
ally from  Lanfinburgh-hill,  five  miles  eaft  of  them,  altliough  they  likewile  offer  a  good 
profpeft,  when  viewed  from  this  bridge. — Tranjlator. 

t  The  bridge  is  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  refts  on  thirteen 
piers,  and  was  creftcd  in  nai,  at  the  cxpcncc  of  twelve  thoiifand  dollars. — Tranjlator. 
■'  '    3  C  2  V  "      "        ^  about 
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about  one  hundred  acres  near  Ponftcnkil-creek,  has  ere<a:ed  here  tw'o 
grill-mills,  two  favv-mills,  and  one  paper-rtiill.  lie  does  bufmefs,  it  is 
faid,  with  New^  York  by  water.  The  place  is  finely  fituated,  well  diftri- 
butcd,  and  may,  it'  managed  with  {kill  and  prudence,  become  very  profit- 
able. We  were  told,  that  the  proprietor  intends  to  fell  it ;  and  this  is 
one  of  the  places  which  I  would  buy  in  preference  to  all  others,  if  I  had 
any  idea  of  fettling  in  America,  and  had  wherewithal  to  pay  for  it.  There 
arc  a  variety  of  things,  with  which  a  man  may  occupy  himfelf  every  day, 
nay  every  moment  of  the  day,  with  benefit  to  himfelf  and  the  country 

The  land  between  Saratoga  and  Albany  is  upon  the  whole  fandy ; 
efpecially  the  hills  about  Saratoga  confift  of  an  indurated  fand.  The 
ftoncy  matter,  on  which  lies  the  ftratum  of  fand,  is  Hate  of  a  dark  colour, 
and  coarfe  grain,  with  veins  of  white  quartz.  On  fragments  of  this  (late 
impreflions  are  found  of  a  peculiar  and  very  curious  appearance.  In  the 
vicinity  of  the  medicinal  fprings  of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  are  feveral 
veins  of  lime-flone.  Ferruginous  and  cupreous  pyrites  are  alfo  found  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  mines  of  thefe  minerals,  it  is  affcrted,  exift  in  the 
environs,  but  they  are  yet  negledled,  as  in  faft  are  nearly  all  the  mines 
in  the  United  States.  You  meet  with  few  or  no  rocks,  until  you  reach 
the  Cohoez-falls.  The  rocks,  which  form  this  catarad,  confift  of  an  argil- 
laceous fchiftus,  fome  of  which  may  eafily  be  reduced  to  powder,  while 
other  parts  are  harder,  have  a  conchoidal  fradure,  and  refemble  bafalt. 
Near  the  falls  are  feveral  veins  of  feldtfpar  of  a  rcddifli  colour. 

Between  thefe  falls  and  Albany,  the  foil  of  the  mountains  confift  of 
indurated  clay ;  the  ftones,  which  are  found  there,  are  a  fpecics  of  flatc. 
In  the  intervening  fpace  between  the  mountains  and  the  prefent  bed  of 
the  river  was  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  fmall  fand-hills,  rifing  on  both 
fides  of  the  river,  nearly  at  equal  diftances  from  the  fliore,  and  which  un- 
doubtedly are  the  remains  of  the  ancient  bed  of  the  river,  after  it  had 
formed  the  prefent  channel. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Saratoga  you  find  the  laft  plane-trees,  acacias  and 
white  cedars,  for  thcfc  trees  do  not  grow  more  northwards.  The  red  cedar, 
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Virginia  cedar,  and  poplar  of  Carolina,  you  firft  meet  with  at  the  cata- 
ra^s  of  the  Mohawk  river.  Several  miles  around  the  medicinal  fprings 
of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  you  find  only  white  pines,  fmall  fickly  oak- 
trees,  and  lern.  ffltl  ?;tM*t  VV;!;  '  ii       - 

:^,^.v  I.:  ...«^./rHE  TREATY  OF  COMMERCE.    .^    ,  ^.,  ^^      ,.^^ 

^  Since  we  left  the  Englilh  dominions,  and  have  reached  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  we  have  found,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  America,  forms  the  univerfal  topic  of 
converfation,  and  the  principal  fubjeft  of  difcuflion  in  the  ncwfpapers. 
I  (hall  not  prefume  to  decide,  whether  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
be  for  or  againft  it ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  number  of  non-contents 
is  fufficiently  confiderable,  to  render  the  friends  of  peace  uneafy  on  this 
lubjeft.  I  am  not  yet  acquainted  with  America  in  a  fufficient  degree, 
nor  have  I  yet  ftudied  this  treaty  with  the  neceflary  attention,  to  form 
a  corred  judgment  on  its  advantages,  and  probable  refults.  Yet  I  Ihall 
record  in  this  journal  the  impreflion,  which  it  made  upon  me  at  firft  view, 
Were  it  only  for  the  purpofe  of  reviewing  my  opinion  again,  when  time 
Ihall  have  decided  on  its  merits.  >.-.  ^  ^     i,%    ,<,        .  -  .    ;» 

'  In  my  judgment,  it  is  extremely  prejudicial  to  America;  the  mutual 
relations  of  the  contrad:ing  parties  are  not  perfectly  poifcd,  and  the  com- 
mercial intercft  of  the  United  States  is  in  many  refpe<5ls  injured.  More 
ancient  treaties  with  France  are  clearly  violated  by  this  treaty ;  and  it 
evidently  clafhes  with  the  repeated  profeffions  of  friendfliip,  which  Ame- 
rica has  {o  loudly  and  repeatedly  made  to  France,  even  under  the  fan- 
guinary  reign  of  Robefpicrrc.  America  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  un- 
favourable fcntimcnts,  nay  hatred  and  ill-will,  which  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment entertains  toward  the  Union.  Thefc  fentiments  will  remain  unal- 
terably the  fame,  as  long  as  the  principles  of  the  Britilh  miniilry  Ihall  be 
unchanged.  England  will  ever  confider  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  as  revolted  fubjeds,  who  muft  be  puniflied  for  their  independence, 
if  they  cannot  again  be  fubjeded  to  the  Englifli  yoke  ;  and  though  Great 
Britain  condefcends  at  prcfcnt  to  enter  into  temporary  ncgociations 
'■'  with 
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with  America,  it  is  bccaufe  her  prefent  iituation  allows  her  not  to  wage 
war  againil  the  Union,  and  because  (he  hopes  to  derive  iignal  advantages 
from  a  treaty,  which  cannot  but  coniiderably  cncreare  the  fale  of  her  ma.- 
nufadures,  difpleafe  France,  aUcnate  her  from  America,  and  injure  her 
trade.  She  hopes,  by  means  of  this  rupture,  to  render  America  depen- 
dent on  the  EngUfii  government,  and  in  this  ftate  of  dependence  to  force 
her  to  conclude  another  alliance  ;  a  defign,  pcrfedlly  anfucring  the  fcnti- 
ments,  which  Great  Britain  has  conftantly  manifeflcd  lincc  the  peace  of 
1/83.  The  truth  of  thefc  obferv-ations  is  obvious  to  all,  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  and  muft  be  more 
ftrikingly  lb  to  him,  who  has  lived,  for  any  length  of  time,  with  tlie  Bri- 
tifli  agents  in  America,  who  take  not  even  the  trouble  of  concealing  it. 
To  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  on  fuch  a  foundation,  is  to  deceive  Ame- 
rica ;  as  it  clearly  prefumcs,  that  flie  muft  break  off"  all  her  former  cou- 
uedions  with  France,  her  true  and  natural  ally^*  who,  as  foon  as  fhe 
ihall  have  obtained  a  regular,  fettled  government  (at  prefent  tlie  obvi- 
ous aim  of  the  generality  of  the  French  people),  will  become  more 
powerful  than  ever.  Should  it  be  America's  fecret  intention,  to  break  off" 
the  former  connexion  with  France  on  the  firft  favourable  opportunity, 
fuch  a  defign  would  not  only  be  the  refult  of  an  erroneous,  miftaken  po- 
licy, but  would  alfb  prove  a  breach  of  the  principles  of  duty  and  grati- 
tude, which,  however  they  may  be  defpifed  by  the  cabinets  of  kings, 
Ihould  never  be  difregarded  by  an  infant  people,  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  conclufion  of  alliances  and  treaties. 

One  of  the  greateft  pleafures,  I  hoped  to  enjoy  on  my  journey  to  Al- 

*  The  tranflator  was  lately  aflured  by  an  American  gentleman,  acquainted  with  the 
author,  that  it  is  his  moft  anxious  wifli,  to  make  his  peace  with  the  Direftory.  It  is,  no 
doubt,  from  this  motive,  that  proceed  the  virulent,  unfupported  animadversions  on  the 
Britilh  cabinet,  which,  the  tranflator  is  forry  to  obferve,  difgrace  the  interefting  narrative 
of  the  Duke's  Travels,  and  which  in  no  place  of  this  work  betray  their  origin  in  a  more 
confpicuous  manner  than  in  tliis  paflage,  where  he  charges  the  Englifh  government  with 
deluding  America  into  a  treaty,  the  beneficial  refults  of  which  flic  foon  experienced, 
when  Ihe  faw  her  trade  protefted  by  Englifh  convoys  from  the  unprovoked  piracies  of 
her  true  and  natural  ally. — Tranjl.    ,■  .     >     ;f     'a       '        ,-     ■.■■h--t-   ->r 

bany, 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEPOUCAULT  LIANCOURT. 


383 


bany,  was  to  fee  Mr.  and  Madame  dc  Gouvernet,  and  to  fpend  a  few 
days  with  them.  They  were  not  at  home  on  my  arrival,  but  at  New 
York,  whence,  however,  they  were  expeAed  back  every  day.  As  Du» 
petitthouars's  ftatc  of  health  rendered  it  neceiTary  to  continue  longer  in 
Albany,  than  we  Ihould  othcrwife  have  done,  we  determined  to  wait  the 
return  of  Mr.  Gouvernet,  who  at  length  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
day,  beyond  which  I  could  not  conveniently  defer  my  departure.  Yet  I 
now  refolved  to  ftop  twenty-four  hours  longer,  to  fpend  them  in  their 
company.  «i- «i«*i«i?..-xu**»«^i- ■.■,•! 7 i   u.  m  Ai^'n.t.iLh,  .;  '-mn  .  .•:,,r^- 

If  you  poffefs  a  corre6l  idea  of  a  handfomc  Parisian  lady,  who  with  a 
fine  figure  unites  all  the  charms  of  a  well-formed  mind,  and,  of  confe- 
quence,  poffeflcs  ample  means  for  conqueft,  and  then  fee  this  handfome 
young  woman  on  a  fmall  eftatc  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  managing 
herfelf  the  moft  trifling  concerns  of  her  houfehold,  with  an  air  of  fim- 
plicity  and  fcrenity,  which-  would  warrant  a  belief,  that  flie  is  pleafed 
with  this  ftmnge  mode  of  life ;  you  cannot  but  confider  it  as  an  addi- 
tional ground,  to  praife  and  admire  the  female  character  in  general,  and 
cfpecially  that  of  French  women.  In  the  courfe  of  this  dreadful  revolu- 
tion, females  have  difplayed  more  courage,  more  attachment  to  their 
duty,  and  more  confi^ancy  in  their  fentimcnts,  than  has  ever  been  evinced 
on  fimilar  occafions.  They  have  infpiritcd  the  courage  of  their  huf- 
bands,  who,  but  for  their  fupport,  might  have  funk  under  their  misfor- 
tunes. They  have  foothed  their  fufFerings.  Under  the  fevereft  trials 
they  have  (hewn  as  much  of  energy  and  virtue,  as  they  difplayed  of  ele- 
gant and  entertaining  manners  in  happier  times.  Thefe  obfervations  ap- 
ply to  a  great  number  of  French  ladies,  at  whofc  head  ftands  Madame 
de  Gouvernet ;  her  hufband  being  indebted  to  her  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  life,  for  his  efcape  from  France,  and  for  what  little  money  he  has 
faved.  It  is  to  her  he  owes  his  prefent  happinefs,  and  the  fortitude, 
courage,  and  fatisfa<ftion  he  manifells  in  regard  to  a  mode  of  life, 
equally  foreign  to  his  tafte  and  habits.  They  refidc  five  miles  from  Al- 
bany on  a  fmall  eftate,  which  they  have  purchafed  for  fifteen  thoufand 
livres  French  money.     The  land  is  not  of  the  bell  quality,  but  it  may 
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be  converted  into  very  good  meadows,  and  thus  anfwer  their  "wcll-con- 
ccived  projeft  of  rearing  and  fattening  cattle,  and  keeping  a  good  dairy, 
until  they  (hall  be  able  to  return  to  France.  They  lead  a  folitary  life, 
without  any  company  but  that  of  a  young  man,  who  followed  them  on 
their  emigration  from  France,  who  joins  in  their  labours,  and  fhares  in 
their  fociety.  In  this  refpedl  they  derive  but  little  benefit  from  the  vici- 
nity of  Albany.  The  circumftance,  that  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  rank 
are  ignorant  of  the  very  exiftence  of  Madame  de  Gouvernct  in  their 
neighbourhood ;  and  ftill  more  the  indifference,  manifefted  by  thofe, 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  uncommon  merits  of  this  diflinguilhed 
couple ;  form  the  ftrongeft  evidence  againft  the  hofpitality  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Albany. 

Some  French  families  refide  in  the  town  and  its  vicinity ;  that  of 
Mr.  Le  Couteux — a  highly  interefting  name — is  the  only  one,  whofe 
acquaintance  I  wiihed  to  obtain.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  this 
family,  know  that  it  has  long  been  diflinguiihed  for  rectitude  and  talents, 
as  well  as  for  a  confummate  knowledge  and  pund:uality  in  coipmercial 
tranfadiions ;  qualities,  which  have  been,  as  it  were,  hereditary  in  it. 
Mr.  Couteux  of  Albany  is,  by  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  all,  who 
have  had  any  dealings  with  him,  worthy  of  his  name.  His  ideas, 
as  well  as  expreffions,  carry  fome  air  of  peculiarity ;  but  he  is  good., 
obliging,  honeft,  and  univerfally  refpe<fted.  He  is  engaged  in  partner- 
fliip  with  Mr.  Quesnel,  a  merchant  of  St.  Domingo;  this  houfe  is 
again  conne£led  with  the  firm  of  Olive  in  New  York,  and  through 
this,  it  is  afferted,  with  the  great  and  refpedable  houfe  Le  Couteux  in 
France.  ;  f      , 


POTASH-WORKS. 

Potaih,  forming  a  confiderable  branch  of  the  trade  of  Albany,  as  well 
as  of  other  American  cities,  the  back  country  of  which  has  been  lately 
cleared,  I  (hall  here  infert  fuch  infomiation  as  I  have  collected  on  the 
manner  of  preparing  this  fait,  which  is  generally  obfcrved  in  the  United 
States.     This  alcaline  fait  is  cxtraAed  from  common  afhcs,  after  they 
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have  been  previoufly  purified  from  all  heterogeneous  matter.  It  is  ob- 
tained by  folution  and  evaporation.  Large  tubs,  with  a  double  bottom, 
arc  filled  with  aihes;  the  uppermoft  bottom,  which  contains  feveral 
holes,  is  covered  with  afhes,  about  ten  or  eleven  inches  deep,  while  the 
under  part  of  the  tub  is  filled  with  ftraw  or  hay.  Water,  being  poured 
over  the  afhes,  cxtrads  the  particles  of  fait,  and  difcharges  all  the  hetero- 
geneous matter  which  it  may  yet  contain  on  the  layer  of  hay  or  draw. 
The  lie  is  drawn  off  by  means  of  a  cock,  and  if  it  Ihould  not  yet  have 
attained  a  fufficient  degree  of  ftrength,  poured  again  over  the  aihes.  The 
lie  is  deemed  fufficiently  ilrong  when  an  egg  fwims  on  it.  This  lie  is 
afterwards  boiled  in  large  iron  cauldrons,  which  are  conflantly  filled  out 
of  other  caiddrons,  in  which  lie  is  likewife  boiling.  If  the  lie  begin  to 
thicken  in  the  cauldron,  no  frefh  lie  is  added,  but  ihe  fire  is  well  fed 
with  fuel,  until  all  the  aqueous  particles  are  feparated,  and  the  whole  is 
completely  infpiifatcd  and  indurated.  This  fait  is  of  a  black  colour,  and 
called  black  poiapi.  Some  manufadiurers  leave  the  poL-nfli  in  this  f,ate 
in  the  cauldron,  and  encreafe  the  fire,  by  means  of  which  the  oil  is  dif- 
engaged  from  the  fait  in  a  thick  fmoke,  and  the  black  potaih  afiumes  a 
grey  colour,  in  which  ftate  it  is  packed  up  in  barrc.;;  for  fale. 

The  procefs  of  preparing  the  potalli  requires  more  ur  lefs  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  the  aihes  and  the  lie,  and  to  the  degree  of  ilrength 
of  the  latter ;  the  medium  time  is  twenty-four  hours.  The  aihes  of 
green-wood,  and  efpecially  of  oak,  are  preferred.  No  potaij\  can  be  pre- 
pared from  the  aihes  of  refmous  trees ;  and  aihes,  which  are  five  or  fix 
months  old,  are  better  than  thofe  that  arc  new. 

Some  manufa^urers  ufe  only  one  cauldron  for  boiling,  which  they  fill 
with  cold  lie,  as  it  comes  from  the  tubs ;  and  others  put  the  fait,  as  foon 
as  it  begins  to  coagulate,  into  fmaller  cauldrons,  to  complete  the  cryilal- 
lization. 

In  many  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  efpecially  in  the  North,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  the  inhabitants,  who  fell  the  wood,  prepare 
the  potaih.  But  there  are  alfo  large  manufa^ories,  where  from  thirty  to 
forty  tubs  arc  uied  for  preparing  the  lie,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  caul- 
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dronsifof  its  evaporation.  The  manufacturers  buy:  the  allies  Ir^nti  privatic 
families.  The  tubs  and  cauldroni  arc  of  differentjlizcs-in  proportion,  to 
the  greater  oi?vlcii  eitcntNof  the  .mamufacilory.it  By  iii. general  eftimate 
from  five /tq.  fix  [hundred  buOiols  of  allies  yicl  J  a  ton  of  pbtafli.  i 

The  barrels,  in  which  thc.potalli  is  packed  up»  mull  be  made  of  white 
oak,  or  if  this  cannot  be  had,  of  wood,  which  is  but  little  porous.  .  The 
ftavcs  ought  to  be  far  more  durable  than  for  caik.s,-ih<whichf other  dry 
goods  are  packed  ;  the  lioopa  alfo.  muil  be  more  nuuaerous.>;  fortbi  leiiit 
fiflure  \i\<ould  expofe  the  potuih  to  humidity,  to  the  ah",  and,  conse- 
quently, to  deliquefcence  and  diffolutibn.  Jultances  hav.eioccurrcd,  wheil 
barrels,  badly  made  and  hooped,  and  which  had  been  filledAwith  pottafhi 
were  foon  after  found  to  be  half  empty.  Ij    •    :         ' 

;  Pdarlafh  is  potafli  purified  by  calcina,tion.iiTo  thiscnd  thcpotafli  js  pitt 
into  a'kiln,  conlbutled  in  anoval  form,  of  plallcr  of  Paris,;  the  infide 
o£  which  being  made  otherwife  pcrfe<ftly,clolc,  is  horizontally  interle<!:l:ed 
by  an  iron  grate,  on  which  the  potalli  i^  placed.  Under  this  grate  a  fire  is 
4Ti^de,  and  the  heat,  reverberated  by  the  arched  ujjpcf  pait  c(f  the  kiln, 
compleatS'th'»  calcination, sand  converts  the  potaifli  in,to,jHarIalh  ;  which 
is  taken  out  of  the  kiln,  and,  whert  completely  cpoltjd,  packed  in  barrels. 
The  procefs  of  calcination  lafts  about  an  hour,  -  Pcarlalh  is  proportion- 
ately more  heavy  than  potafti,  on  acoouut  of  its  greatcr.compaetnels ;  and 
the  lofs  of  A^eight,  experienced  by  the  latter  through  the  culcinatlon>  is 
very  trifling.  AJ^hoiigh  pcarlufli  is  lefs  liable  to  deli4uate  by  the  air  than 
potafli,  yet  the  barrels,  in  which  it  is  packed,  are  of  the  lame  fort  and 
llrudlure  as  thofe  in  which  the  latter  fait  is 'barrelled.  They  are  pf  dif- 
ferent fiaes,  and  contain  from  two  to  threu  hunjlicd  pounds.  ,  Potalh  as 
well  as  pcarlalh  are  Ibid  by  tons  in  the  courfe  of  trade  ;  and  it  is  not  la\vr 
ful  to  export  cither  bufore  it  is'  duly  infpe<^l;cd  by.'jthe  public  leur^hers, 
who  are  appointed  for  this  purpofc  in  all  the  dates,  where  pearl  o%  pq^alh 
,ia.manufa<5lurcd.    , 


■)t)'T^''     "'7*'  ■'^  T'l**^  **  ■    "1' 
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Pupetitthouar$'^  (Irengjth  haying  been  copfidgrably  impaired  by  hife  illr 
ocfs,  he  thought  it  .prudent  to  return  home.  I  parted:  from  hi^i.  with 
tJt;ii9  utmoil  concern,  i  To  travel  uloiie  is  o^trenjoly  \)n|>leafant,  and  more 
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fo  when  you  are  indifpofcd.  I  had  ycftcrday  a  fit  of  the  ague,  which  I 
pfefumc  is  the  beginning  of  a  tertian  fever.'  I  was  feizcd  with  it  ac 
Mr.  De  la  Tour  du  Pin's.  But,  neverthclcfs,  I  will  proceed' to  Boi*- 
ton,  where  I  expert  to  find  letters  from  EiWopc,  which  liuuch  defirc  to 
fee.  For  thcfc  laft  three  months!  luivc  nothtttd  a  Word' from  any  of 
my  friends  or  relations.  .  «'''tfi^'f'*w<^^^''^~''  irr(in  ^r^'    ..!  ;;;  '  :1:Ua   tn-id 


-  '7>>  ''r?1    lit    '^' 


» 


<rr-,(l-„ll    '■!)    id,     l(|i 


DEPARTURE  FROM  ALBANY.  , 


<■/',    ••/>ftiT»- 


'  I  was  by  no  means  difpleafed  at  leaving  Albany.  Young  Mr.  Renf- 
felacr  and  Mr.  Henry  arc  the  only  gehtlemcn,  from  whom  I  experienced 
any  civilities.  The  Albanians,  to  ipeak  generally,  are  a  fet  of  people 
remarkable  neither  for  adivity  no^  politenefs  ;  they  arc  the  moft  dif- 
agrceablc  beings,  I  have  hitherto  met  with,  in  the  United  States.  In 
every  other  refpe<5l  Albany  is  a  place  where,  with  a  fmall  capital,  you 
may  make  money,  and  with  a  largd  ca:pital  acquire  great  wealth.  The 
trade  of  this  place  iuits  any  amount  of  property,  and  is  attended  with  lefs 
rifk  than  any  other  fpcclcs  of  commerce  carried  on  in  this  part  of  the 
globe.  An  induftrious  and  cntcrprifiiig  man  might  improve  the  trade  of 
this  place  to  a  Very  confiderable  degree.   '      ."^"'    ":  •   '  "^r.  '  •  rstrM,  >  'JtiJ 

We  experienced  here  this  day,  Friday  the  ;th  of  Auguft,  an  uncom- 
mon heat.  My  thermometer  Hood  at  ninety-fix  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
or  twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaumur.  We  wc.e  told,  that  the  ther- 
ir.omcter  of  Mr,  Lewis,  who  is  eftcemed  here  a  very  accurate  meteor- 
ologill,  Hood  at  one  hundred  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  or  thirty  two-ninths 
of  Reaumur,  This  excefllive  heat  continued  feveral  days,  and  was  not 
the  lealt  allayed  in  the  night,      '•  "■'">  ^-^^i^^''^    ^'^    '  ■      :     <  ■'  -'i^^^'t  ^  >wl 

My  horfe,  which  was  to  be  fent  after  me  by  Captain  Williamfcm,  was 
not  yet  arrived,  I  took,  therefore,  a  feat  in  the  Ibige  waggon,  that  Is, 
a  wagi:;on  without  fprings,  but  covered.  You  crofs  Hudlbn's  River  on 
leaving  Albany.  The  road  to  Lebanon,  where  we  (topped  for  the  night, 
lies  over  a  mountainous  country.  Nearly  the  whole  6f  the  dlftri^l  is  in, 
the  firfl  Huge  of  fettle  merit.  AH  the  hind,  within  au'cxtcnt  of  tweiity- 
'Mii.-  -^   -  '-      '       3D  -      ,      •  five 
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live  miles,  belong?  to  Mr.  Van  Renflelaer,  Lieutenant-governor,  and  one 
of  the  richeft  proprietors  in  the  State  of  New  York,  perhaps  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union.  Much  of  this  land  was  granted  to  his  anceilors  by 
letters-patent,  at  the  time  when  the  Dutch  fettlement  was  formed.  He 
lias  alfo  purchafed  much  more.  A  confiderable  part  of  this  eflate  has 
been  Ibid;  but  he  fells  none  without  referving  a  ground- rent.  This 
forms,  no  doubt,  a  very  pleafant  fort  of  income  ;  but  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, cannot  be  of  long  duration  in  this  country.  A  man,  who  is  obliged 
to  pay  every  year  a  ground-rent,  ibon  forgets  the  moderate  terms  on 
"which  he  obtained  poiTeilion  of  his  eflate,  feels  only  the  unpleafant  com- 
pulfion  of  paying  money  at  a  fixed  time,  and  eagerly  feizes  upon  the 
6rfl  opportunity  of  freeing  himfelf  from  this  incumbrance.  An  aged 
Quaker- woman,  who  did  not  fpeak  a  word,  but  went  no  farther  than 
Philipfiown,  and  a  Mr.  Mac-£lroy,  were  my  companions  in  the  flage. 
The  latter  is  a  land-holder  in  Pcnnfylvania,  on  the  Delaware,  without 
any  bufinefs  or  trade.  He  refides  on  his  eflate,  when  he  is  not  travelling 
for  his  amufement,  and  is  unmarried.  His  fifler  manages  his  houfehold. 
He  poflefles  a  confiderable  quantity  of  land,  efpecially  on  Fifli  Creek,  in 
the  diflridl  of  Mr.  Schrciber.  He  feems  to  be  a  worthy  man,  but  is  con- 
dantly  dull  and  morofe. 

The  fever,  which  ieized  me  near  Philipflown,  prevented  me  from  col- 
leding  the  information,  which  I  might  have  othcrwife  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, at  the  different  places  where  the  flage  flopped.  What  little  intel- 
ligence I  have  been  able  to  gather  is,  that  the  medium  price  of  land  is 
here  from  five  to  eight  dollars  an  acre.  The  lafl  place,  before  you  reach 
Lebanon,  is  Stephentown,  fituated  on  a  fine  large  creek.  It  belongs  to 
the  Patron  :  this  is  the  general  appellation  of  Mr.  RenfTelaer,  at  Albany, 
as  well  as  in  its  environs.  The  face  of  the  country  is  fad  and  melancholy ; 
it  is  mountainous  and  rocky,  and  bears  no  trees  but  hemlock-fir  and  white 
pine.  On  the  road  from  Stephentown  to  Lebanon,  the  country  ex- 
pands into  an  amphitheatre,  formed  by  numerous  mountains  of  various 
fize  and  fhape,  mod  of  which  lie  in  grafs  up  to  the  very  fummits.    At 
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the  end  of  a  very  circuitous  journey  through  this  vale  you  reach  the  inn 
of  Mr.  Stow. 

Lebanon  poflcfles  a  mineral  fpring,  clofe  to  which  ftands  the  inn  of 
Mr.  Stow,  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain  ;  moft  of  the  invalides,  who 
drink  the  waters,  board  therefore  at  the  inn.  From  this  point  the  prof- 
pe6l  of  the  vale,  or  rather  of  the  low  grounds,  is  moft  pleaiing.  A  num- 
ber of  fmall  houfes,  fcattered  over  the  fields,  and  feveral  villages,  enhance 
the  charms  of  this  delightful  view,  which,  on  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I 
was  too  indilpofed  to  enjoy.  I  was  obliged  to  creep  into  my  bed,  although 
It  was  fcarcely  five  o'clock,  to  fuftain  my  fit  of  the  ague,  to  take  an 
emetic,  and  to  renounce  whatever  remarkable  objcfts  this  place  itfclf,  or 
its  vicinity,  may  contain.  ...... 

SHAKERS. 

In  America,  or  at  Icaft  in  fomc  States  of  the  Union,  no  ftages  are  fuf- 
fered  to  travel  on  Sundays  ;  this  is  the  cafe  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Mac-Elroy  and  myfelf  fpent,  therefore,  the  morning  in  vifiting 
the  fbciety  called  Shakers,  who  have  formed  a  fettlement,  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  inn.  Had  I  not  been  indifpoied  the  preceding  evening, 
I  ihould  have  fcen  them  at  work,  and,  by  means  of  my  continual  queries, 
might  have  obtained  fbme  accurate  information  concerning  their  origin, 
their  regulation,  the  mode  of  hulbanding  and  diftributing  the  common 
wealth  of  the  fociety,  the  manner  of  purchafing  eftatcs,  of  recruiting  and 
preferving  the  fociety,  and  cfpecially  on  its  prefent  ftatc.  We  were  now 
obliged  to  content  ourlelves  with  viewing  their  villages,  the  infide  of  their 
houfes,  their  gardens,  and  their  religious  worfliip,  without  any  guide,  and 
to  reft  fatisfied  with  what  intelligence  we  could  obtain  from  our  land- 
lord and  another  man,  who  faid  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
fociety. 

As  to  their  form  of  government,  the  fociety  is  a  republic,  governed  in 
a  defpotic  manner.  All  the  members  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  fociety, 
which  fupplies  them  in  clothes  and  viduals,  under  the  diredion  of  the 
Chief  Elder,  whom  they  eled,  and  whofe  power  is  unlimited.  Subordi- 
nate 
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nate  to  him  are  mfpe<ftors  of  all  claflcs,  invefted  with  different  degrees  of 
authority.     The  accounts  reach  him  in  a  certain  regular  order  and  trrada- 
tion  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  arc  his  orders  carried  into  eftcd:.     It 
would  be  high  treafon  to  addrcfs  the  Chief  Elder  himfclf,  unlefs  the  ad- 
drclTer  belongs  to  a  clafs  which  enjoys  this  privilege  ;  in  any  other  cafe 
this  offence  is  feverely  puniftied,  or  cenfured,   if  it  be  committed  l)y  a 
ftrangcr,  ignorant  of  this  law.     Marriage   is  prohibited  in  this  focuty, 
which  is  recruited  merely  by  profelytcs,  who  are,  however,  far  lefs  nu- 
merous at  prcfent,  than  eighty  years  ago,  when  they  firft  fettled  in  this 
country.     Married  men  and  women  are  admitted  into  the   fociety,  on 
condition  that  they  renounce  each  other.     They  frequently  bring  their 
children  with  them,  who  in  this  cafe  become  a  common  property  of  the 
fociety.     It  ft)metimes  happens,  that,  in  fpitc  of  the  prohibition,  the  llelh 
will  have  its  way ;  but,  in  fuch  cafes,  a  fevere,  exemplary,  and  corporal, 
punifliment  is  inflicted  on  the  offenders ;  and  this  punilhment  is  not 
mitigated,  if  they  effe<5t  their  cfcape  to  join  in  lawful  wedlock,  for,  on 
their  being  apprehended,  they  are  puniflied  with  the  fame  fe\  crity,  as  if 
they  were  not  niarried.     Although  the  members  of  tliis  fociety  do  not 
bind  themfelvcs  by  vows,  yet,   in  clofe  adherence  to  their  tenets,   men 
and  women  live  in  I'eparate  apartments,  though  in  the  fame  houfe.    Tiic 
village  contains  four  fuch  houlcs ;  all  the  other  buildings  arc  ftorcs  or 
fliops,  in  which  ail  forts  of  trade  and  manufartures  are  carried  on.    They 
make  cloth,  gauze,  Ihoes,  faddlcs>  whips,  nails,,  cabinet-work,  in  ihort, 
ever  article  which  is  fure  to  tind  a  ready  market.     They  fell  their  com- 
modities cither  here  or  in  the  neighbouring  towns.     The  women  pcr- 
tbrm  luch  bufuicfs  as  is  generally  allotted  to  their  iex. 

This  frame  ot'  fociet)  has  attained,  it  Ihould  feem,  a  high  degree  of 
perfe«ilion.  The  emulation  among  the  members  is  uncommonly  ;groiti 
and  the  fociety  pollcllcs  confuicrahlt  property,  the  amoiint  nf  wliicii  iVj 
however,  known  to  none  but  the  Chiet  Elder..  The  Shakers  Arc  an 
honolt,  g)(,)d  naturcd,  fct  of  people  ;  they  perform  their  en/agcnients 
wiih  \;he  ut?nuil  punct,iudi^y.,Ji,u  eAcctleat  neighbours,  faithful  woikuicn, 
Uttd  very  moderate  in  their-pvicos.  ^  T^m  is  tiie  whole  llock  of  hitorma-^ 
.  ,  ti'.in 
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tion  which  J  have  been  able  to  colled  on  the  abfurditics  and  peculiarities 
of  the  Shakers.  M  r;  '  ,./,.-,!  fi.^i-'  ?•  .-^t -?» -'r*  ■r->'> -x-  *.  -  .,  ,  • ',  .f 
f,  In  regard  to  the  form  of  their  religious  worftiip,  I  can  fpealc  from  my  own 
obfervation.  On  our  arrival  they  were  already  alfembled  in  the  place  where 
they  held  their  meeting.  This  is  a  hall,  about  fcventy  feet  in  length  by 
forty-five  or  fifty  in  breadth,  with  eighteen  windows,  by  which  light  and  a 
free  circulation  of  air  is  procured.  At  each  end  of  the  hall  is  a  fire-place  ; 
benches  are  placed  all  along  the  walls,  and  fome  on  the  right  of  the  fire- 
place. The  doors,  by  which  the  men  and  women  enter  the  hall,  arc  in 
one  of  the  long  fides.  The  infide  is  overlaid  with  plaiftcr  of  Paris  ;  the 
ornaments  of  wood,  and  wlndijvv-frames,  are  painted  light-blue,  and  the 
benches  red.  Whoever  could  find  room,  fat  down  ;  and  the  reft,  by  far 
the  greatctl  pait,  were  {landing.  The  Chief  Elder  was  featcd  nearly  in 
the  centre,  on  a  bench  oppofite  the  door,  and  a  place  between  the  two 
doors  was  aifigncd  to  our  party.  The  mod  profound  filcncc  was  ob- 
fcrvcd.  The  men  were  drcircd  in  a  blue  coat,  black  \\  aiilcoat,  and  pan- 
taloons of  bine  and  white  fpotted  clo^h.  The  v.  omen  wore  a  long  white 
gown,  a  blue  petticoat,  an  apron  of  the  fame  cloth  of  which  the  men's 
pantaloons  were  made,  a  large,  fquarc,  well  plaited  handkerchief,  and  a 
plain  cap,  tied  under  the  chin,  fuch  as  the  portcrelfcs  of  nunneries  are 
accuftomed  to  wear.  The  hair  o<"*  the  men  is  combed  fiiraight  down  ; 
tl^9  h^\t^,were  all  hung  on  nails.  When  a  man  or  woman  is  tired  of  fit- 
ting* .or  wlflies  to  make  room  for  another, member,  they  get  up,  and  their 
fyal;  is  occupied  by  others.  Every  eye  is  fixed  on  the  ground  ;  every  head 
is  bent  downward ;  and  (lupidity  is  the  charadcriftlc  feature  of  every 
face.  The  \ypmen  hold  in  their  hand  a  blue  and  white  handkerchiet^ 
and  they  llood  all,  like  the  men,  with  their  arms  folded.  .     ^  t      . 

The  firll  acl  ot  divine  fervice  lalled  nearly  half  an  hour ;  on  a  fignal 
of  the  Chief  Elder,  all  the  members  prcfcnt  arofc  from  their  feats;  and 
men  and  women  formed  two  dillint^  rows  oppofite  to  each  other,  in 
form  of  a  fan,  the  central  point  of  \yhich  was  occupied  by  the  Chief 
Elder,  (landing  in  the  fame  place,  where  he  was  featcd  before  ;,rhc  rows 
opened  towards  the  corners  of  the  hall,  and  their  pofition  was  (ludicd  in 
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fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  long  deliberating  on  the  place,  where  they 
had  to  put  their  feet,  before  they  began  to  move.     After  a  illencc  of  fe- 
veral  minutes  obferved  in  the  far* ,    pofition,  during  which  the  hands  and 
faces  of  many  of  the  members  wei    llrongly  convulfed,  and  their  knees  and 
legs  fhook  and  trembled,  the  chi.  '  made  another  fignal,  without  which 
nothing  is  done.     They  fell  all    ;  .  'heir  knees,  and  arofe  again  a  few 
minutes  after.     The  Chief  Eldf .  ii  jw  commenced  a  chaunt,  in  which 
both  the  nofe  and  throat  bore  an  equal  fliare,  and  which  was  confined 
within  the  compafs  of  four  deep  notes  ;  no  words  could  be  diftinguifhed. 
The  whole  meeting  repeated  the  chaunt ;  and  again  ceafcd,  on  a  (ignal 
from  the  Chief  Elder.  After  a  fliort  lilence,  and  upon  another  fignal,  the 
poiition  was  changed.     Men  and  women,  who  are  conftantly  feparate, 
drew  up  in  nine  or  ten  ranks,  facing  the  chief  elder,  by  whofe  iide  two 
or  three  men  and  as  many  women,  the  elders  of  the  fociety,  had  taken 
their  feats.     The  troop  of  women  was  disjoined  from  that  of  the  men 
by  a  fmall  interval  of  one  or  two  paces.     I  have  omitted  mentioning, 
that  the  men,  previoufly  to  their  drawing  up  in  rank  and  file,  pulled'  off 
their  coats,  which  they  hung  up  by  their  hats,  and  appeared  in  their  fhirt- 
ileeves,  tied  with  a  black  riband.    The  women  changed  not  their  drefs. 
The  Chief  Elder  commenced  another  chaunt,  much  the  fame  as  the  for- 
mer, accompanied  by  the  elders,  and  the  firft  part  fung  by  the  women, 
which  rendered  it  tolerably  melodious.     This  chaunt  was  no  fboner  be- 
gun, than  the  whole  aiTembly  darted  into  a  ibrt  of  dance,  made  a  fpring 
and  a  bow  forwards,  a  fpring  and  a  bow  to  the  right,  a  fpring  and  a  bow 
backwards,  a  fpring  and  a  bow  to  the  left,  twelve  fprings  and  twelve  bows 
forwards,  and  then  began  the  fame  motions  again,  until  the  Chief  Eider 
ceafed  to  fmg,  which  is  the  fignal  of  filence  for  the  elders,  and  of  immo- 
bility for  the  dancing  members.     The  courtelies  both  of  the  men  and 
women  confift  in  a  genufledion ;  the  head  is  bent  downwards,  the  arms 
■  are  open,  and  the  feet  advance  with  a  fort  of  light  caper.     The  women 
make  the  fame  courtelies  as  the  men,  but  they  glide  along  rather  than 
caper.    All  thefe  motions  are  made  to  the  tune,  \/it'i  a  precifion  and  ex- 
adncfs,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  bed  difciplined  regiment.    When 
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this  ceremony  is  over,  they  firfl:  refume  their  former  pofition  in  rows, 
and  afterwards  their  feats  near  the  walls.  The  Chief  Elder  at  times  ut- 
ters a  few  words,  but  they  arc  unintelligible  to  a  ftranger.  When  all 
thefe  different  fccnes  ha>  c  been  a<^ed,  two  women  appear,  each  furniflied 
with  a  broom,  and  fwecp  firft  the  place  occupied  by  the  men,  who  draw 
up  in  clofe  order,  to  make  room  for  the  fwecpfrs,  and  then  that  occupied 
by  the  women,  which  being  done,  the  fame  courtefies,  chaunts  and  ca- 
pers recommence  again.  The  whole  fervice  lafled  about  three  hours. 
I  had  armed  myfelf  with  a  fufficient  (hare  of  patience,  to  wait  the  dole 
of  the  cermony,  in  hopes,  that  I  Ihould  be  able  to  converfe  either  with 
the  Chief  Elder,  or  another  member  of  the  fociety ;  but  in  this  I  was  dif- 
appointed.  Upon  a  fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder  the  meeting  was  broken 
up  ;  the  members  took  their  hats  and  fticks,  moved  off  two  and  two :  and 
the  Chief  Elder  followed,  conducted  by  one  of  the  Elders.  The  women, 
after  having  covered  their  flat  cap  with  a  hat  equally  flat,  went  out  of  the 
hall  by  a  feparatc  door,  and  brought  up  the  rear,  at  an  equal  flep,  and  their 
arms  folded. 

We  were  told,  that  they  were  going  to  dinner,  but  could  not  learn 
any  farther  particulars.  On  Sundays  no  flrangers  obtain  admittance  to 
their  garden  ;  we  could  only  view  it  oyer  the  railings,  and  found,  that  it 
was  large,  beautiful,  and  kept  in  good  order.  All  the  culinary  plants, 
which  are  not  wanted  for  their  own  confumption,  ihoot  up  into  feed,  of 
which  they  fell  confiderable  quantities.  All  their  railings  and  doors  are 
painted  with  as  much  care,  as  in  the  befl  kept  Englilli  garden.  The  for- 
mer run  along  the  ftreets,  to  feparate  them  from  the  houfes.  Neat  little 
pofls,  painted  with  equal  care,  mark  the  foot-way.  The  whole  forms  the 
neateft,  prettiefV,  and  moft  pleafant  fight,  I  ever  faw.  I  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  what  little  I  have  feen  of  this  fociety  is  fufficient  to  con- 
vince me,  that  with  the  utmofl  abfurdity  in  point  of  religious  principle* 
and  worfhip,  the  Shakers  unite  much  order,  adlivity  and  good  fenfe  in 
their  bufmefs,  and  uncommon  abilities  in  the  management  of  their  affairs. 

Among  the  fiflers  were  fbme  very  handfome  girls,  but  the  major  part 
were  rather  advanced  in  years.     The  number  of  young  men  is  compara* 
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lively  much  greater.  This  fbciety,  which  has  nothing  in  common  with 
the  Friends  or  Quakers,  was  tranfplanted,  twenty-two  years  ago,  from 
England  to  America.  The  firft  and  principal  fettlement  was  formed 
in  1 7  74,  at  Nifqueunia,  in  the  Hate  of^J^ew  York,  a  few  miles  above 
Albany ;  fince  that  time,  one  or  two  more  have  been  inftituted.  The 
chief  leader  of  the  left  is  a  woman  ;  the  firft  was  one  Ann  Lecgq,  who, 
it  is  reported,  had  been  kept  by  an  Engliih  officer.  She  died  in  1784, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  another,  elected  by  the  fe6l,  from  an  opinion,  that, 
like  her  predeceiTor,  ihe  is  infiUlible  and  allied  with  the  Deity ;  flie  refides 
in  Nifqueunia.  The  chief  elders  are  her  deputies  and  lubftitutes  in  the 
different  fettlements.        .  r. 

The  medicinal  waters  of  Lebanon  fpring  in  a  tolerable  quantity  behind 
the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow,  and  are  colle<fted  in  a  baibn,  fix  cubic  feet  in 
extent,  for  the  convenience  of  the  drinkers.  At  the  extremity  of  the  ba- 
fon  ftands  a  miferable  hut,  which  contains  the  bath,  filled  by  means  of 
one  cock,  and  emptied  by  another.  About  one  hundred  paces  below 
the  bath,  the  fame  waters  turn  a  grift-mill  with  two  courfes.  Theic 
ufe  is  prefcribed  in  almoft  all  diftempers ;  whether  they  be  of  any  fervicc, 
I  know  not,  but  they  fecmingly  enjoy  lefs  celebrity,  than  the  medicinal 
fprings  of  Balltown  and  Saratoga,  and  in  point  of  tafte  differ  not  in  the 
Icaft  from  common  water.  From  the  great  number  of  bubbles,  that 
are  conftantly  rifmg  from  the  bottom  to  the  furface,  the  Lebanon  wa- 
ters appear  to  be  impregnated  witli  fixed  air.  Dr.  Craig,  of  Bofton, 
the  proprietor  of  this  fpring,  is  to  qred,  next  year,  the  neceffary  buildings 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  valetudinarians,  who  repair  to  this  place 
for  the  ufe  of  the  waters. 

The  price  of  land  is  here,  according  to  its  variations  of  quality,  from, 
fix  to  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Mr.  Stow,  as  well  as  his  whole  fa- 
mily, nurfed  me  with  the  utmoft  care,  during  my  illnefs. 

The  ftages  being  permitted  ta  fet  out  as  foon  as  the  afternoon's  fervice 
is  over,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  to  Pittsfield,  which  you  generally 
Teach  the  firft  day  of  your  departure  from  Albany,  unlcfs  it  be  a  Sunday. 
On  the  fummit  of  Hancock-mountain,  to  which  you  turn  on  leav- 
ing 
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ihg  the  low  grounds,  the  boundary  of  New  York  joins  that  of  Mafla- 
chufctts.  The  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain  widens  into  a 
more  open  profpeifl,  altliough  fome  fmall  eminences  continue  yet  in 
\  iew,  which  are  cultivated  and  adorned  with  houfcs.  You  fee  Pittsfield 
five  or  fix  miles  before  you  reach  it. 

It  is  a  fmall  neat  town,  built  about  t%vcnty-five  years  ago.  The  houfes 
are  moflly  of  joiner's  work,  large  and  handfome ;  the  price  both  of  land 
and  labour  is  much  the  fame  as  in  Lebanon,  but  the  currency  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent ftandard.  A  dollar  is  here  worth  fix  Ihillings.  Pittsfield  lies  in 
the  county  of  Ecrklhirc,  which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. , 

Being  much  weakened  by  my  yefterday's  fit  of  the  ague,  and  cxped- 
ing  another  fit  this  morning,  I  lay  down  as  foon  as  I  arrived.  My  reft 
was  however  interrupted  by  a  love-fccne,  a^led  in  the  palfage,  by  Mr. 
Mac-Elroy  and  a  niece  of  the  landlord,  a  tall,  buxom  lafs  with  fine  eyes. 
*'  Give  me  a  kifs,  my  dear — do,  give  me  a  kifs,"  I  heard  a  whole  hour 
together.  I  congratulated  my  travelling  companion  the*  next  morning 
on  his  amorous  adventure,  which,  however,  had  been  confined  to  the 
moft  tender  and  ardent  kifles  on  both  fides  ;  any  thing  more  having  been 
conftantly  rcfufed.  I  relate  this  trifling  anecdote,  as  it  may  fcrve  to  give 
an  idea  of  American  manners.  Adventures  of  this  delcription  are  faid 
to  be  very  common,  without  the  Icafl  difparagement  to  the  honour  of 
the  amorous  laflcs,  although  at  times  they  are  carried  fome  what  farther. 

Having  arrived  yeftcrday  in  a  covered  cart,  we  were  promifed  a  better 
carriage  for  this  day's  journey ;  and  yet  this  better  carriage  confifted  in 
an  open  cart.  On  confidering  that  I  was  to  fuflain  my  fit  of  the  ague  in 
this  cart,  I  could  not  but  find  it  extremelj:  inconvenient ;  but  the  law  of 
neceffity  fup?rfedcs  all  deliberation.  I  was  at  confiderublc  pains  to  ob- 
tain a  little  hiy,  on  which  I  might  reft  ;  and  thus  fliaklng  with  the  cold 
fit  of  the  ague,  and  broiled  by  the  fcorch'ing  fun,  I  pafilul  over  the  Green 
Mountains*  a  wild,  rocliy  trai^t  of  countr}-,  but  cultivated  up  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  mountains;  a  fccne,  which  frequciUly  recalled  to  my  mind 
tlie  profpcfts  of  Switzerland,  and  efpecially  the   mountains  in  tlic  Payt 
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de  Viiud.  The  road  lies  o^er  a  chain  of  rocks.  Midway  from  North- 
ampton o\ir  cart  flopped.  Utterly  unable  to  proceed  any  farther,  I  lay 
down  to  fuflain  my  fit  of  the  ague,  and  continued  in  bed  two  hours. 
Through  the  compaffion  of  the  driver,  we  obtained  here  a  covered  pofl- 
coach,  fufpcnded  upon  fprings,  and  thus  reached  at  length  'Northampton, 
a  neat  town,  fituated  in  a  pleafant  country,  and  containing  many  hand- 
fbmc  and  convenient  houfes,  among  which  is  an  inn,  fcarcely  equalled 
by  any  other  in  America.  The  building  is  fpacious  and  neat,  the  apart- 
ments arc  well  diflributed,  the  family  confifls  of  wellybred  people,  and  the 
articles  of  provifion  are  good  and  in  abundance.  The  fituation  of  North- 
ampton is  extremely  pleafant.  The  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  on  which  the 
town  is  feated,  offer  a  delightful  profpedl,  and  lie  almofl  entirely  in  grafs. 
The  houfes  are  well-built  and  neatly  painted.  The  number  of  the  in- 
habitants amounts  to  fixteen  hundred.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Hampfhire,  in  the  flate  of  Maflachufetts.  The  town  carries  on  fbme 
trifling  trade  with  Hartford,  to  which  it  tranfmits,  in  veffels,  the  produce 
of  the  furrounding  country.  Great  numbers  of  cattle  are  fattened  in  the 
county,  which  contains  about  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

MafTachufetts  is  as  much  cultivated  as  France.  I  certainly  did  not  pafs 
through  the  mofl  fertile  part  of  this  flate,  it  being  covered  with  flones  and 
rocks,  and  yet  it  is  throughout  cultivated.  The  houfes  lie  clofe  to  each 
other,  and  fland  in  the  midfl  of  the  fields  and  farms  to  which  they  belong. 
They  are  extremely  well  built,  confift  of  joiner's  work,  and  are  very  neatly 
painted  white.  The  flables  and  barns  are  painted  red.  Nearly  all  the 
fences  are  made  of  flones  collcdlcd  from  the  fields.  The  harvefl  is  com- 
pletely houfed,  and  the  farmers  are  bufied  in  mowing  the  after-crop  of 
grafs.  Six  or  fevcn  mowers  are  at  work  in  the  fame  meadow.  This 
carries  an  appearance  of  adivity  and  profperity,  which  is  extremely  pleaf- 
ing,  and  keeps  alive  the  remembrance  of  Europe.  Numbers  of  horfes 
are  feen  in  the  fields,  which,  however,  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty. 
The  cattle  are  of  a  fine  breed,  and  all  the  paflure-grounds  are  covered 
.>  with  them, 
.   On  leaving  Nortliampton,  you  crofs  the  beautiful  river  Connedlicut. 
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The  banks,  being  well- wooded,  and  (loping  gently  towards  the  bed  of  the 
ilream,  iecure  the  country  from  innndation.  While  crofling  the  river, 
I  learned,  that  veffels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen  fail  fifty  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  that  fhips  can  come  up  as  far  as  within  forty 
miles  of  Northampton.  We  halted  in  Bellytown,  where  the  New 
York  road  meets  that  of  Albany.  Our  travelling  party  had  this  morning 
already  been  encreafed  by  a  dirty  little  boy,  and  was  now  augmented  by 
the  pafTengers,  who  arrived  in  the  New  York  flage,  and  by  two  other 
travellers,  a  Mr.  Williamson,  a  land-holder  of  Georgia  and  pleafant 
companion,  but  a  viol«nt  partizan  of  the  Anti-fedcralifl  party ;  and  a 
young  man  of  New  York,  whofc  name  I  did  not  learn.  Continually  the 
fame  fort  of  land,  but  better  roads  as  far  as  Spencer,  where  the  two  wag- 
goners of  the  old  and  new  Bofton  roads  waited  our  arrival,  to  try  to  pre- 
vail upon  us,  each  in  his  turn,  to  give  the  preference  to  his  road.  I  was 
determined  to  choofe  that,  which  the  others  fhould  not.  I  wanted  fur- 
ther reft  and  convenience,  as  I  had  not  paffed  the  day,  .on  which  I  was 
free  from  the  fever,  quite  fo  well  as  the  firft.    . 

...   n,  THE  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAMS.  .  > 

We  made  our  arrangements  in  fuch  manner,  that  four  perTons  only 
obtained  feats  in  our  ftagc-conch  ;  I  procured  a  back  feat.  In  Worcefter 
three  ladies  joined  our  party,  who,  on  perceiving  my  fickly  appearance, 
would  not  accept  my  feat.  But,  notwithflanding  their  politenefs,  and 
in  fpite  of  my  firm  determination  to  bear  up  as  long  as  pofTible,  I  was 
obliged  to  flop  at  Marlborough.  Unable  to  endure  any  longer  the  jolt- 
ing of  the  coach,  I  was  neccfTitated  to  entreat  my  travelling  companions 
to  fet  me  down  at  an  inn,  where  I  was  certain  of  fin  opportunity  of  pur- 
fuing  my  journey  in  the  mail-coach.  And  well  had  I  done  to  flop  here, 
for  1  was  no  fooner  in  bed,  than  I  was  fcized  with  a  very  \  lolcnt  fit  of 
illnefs,  in  addition  to  the  ague.  Although  exceffivcly  ill,  I  was  fcnfible 
of  my  dreadful  fituation,  being  thus  laid  on  a  bed  of  fickncfs  among  peo- 
ple who  had  never  feen  me  before  ;  and  this  idea  threw  me  into  an  agi- 
tation *of  mind,  which  bordered  on  defpair.     But,  fortunately  the  family, 
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in  whofc  houlc  I  had  ftopped,  were  the  beft  people  in  the  world.  Both 
men  and  women  took  as  much  care  ot*  me,  as  if  I  had  been  their  own  child. 
Efpecially  the  women,  young  and  old — tor  the  family  is  very  numerous — 
nurfed  me  with  the  utmoft  fblicitudc  and  attention.  Having  obfervcd, 
that  I  was  attacked  by  a  diarrhoea,  which  laftcd  two  days,  and  was  pro- 
bably the  effed  of  heat  upon  an  emaciated  conftitution,  they  infilled  up- 
on fending  for  a  phyfician.  I  was  obliged  to  yield  to  their  rcmon- 
ibancco ;  the  phyfician  came  ;  and,  as  he  could  not  poflibly  lea\  c  mc 
without  prcfcribing  fomething,  he  gave  me  pills.  I  was  under  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  continuing  four  days  longer  in  this  houfc,  where  I  experienced 
the  beil  treatment ;  and  which,  from  my  uncommon  weaknefs,  I  was 
not  able  to  leave.  I  had  there  another  fit  of  the  fever,  which  rendered 
mc  delirious,  and  afforded  mc  additional  grounds  to  praife  this  excellent 
family. 

Their  name  is  Williams.  The  great  grandfather  of  the  Williams, 
who  at  prefent  keeps  the  inn,  arrived  here  with  the  firft  lettlers  from 
England,  and,  which  is  peculiarly  remarkable,  built  the  houfe  which  is 
now  inhabited  by  his  great  grandfon.  The  room,  which  I  occupied,  has 
not  fmce  that  time  undergone  the  leaft  alteration ;  all  the  defcendants  of 
the  firft  Williams,  the  prefent  landlord  included,  were  born  in  this  room. 
The  brothers  of  the  landlord,  the  fifters  of  his  wife,  their  children,  and 
his  own,  live  all  together,  and  form  one  family. 

Befide  the  inn,  which  being  much  frequented  cannot  but  yield  a  con- 
iiderable  profit,  Williams  poflefTes  an  eftate  of  two  hundred  acres,  nearly 
three-fourths  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
lie  in  grafs,  which  is  the  general  cuftom  in  MalTachufetts.  Meadows, 
which  arc  mowed  very  early,  yield  a  fecond  crop,  and  produce  from  two 
to  three  tons  of  hay  per  acre.  Such  land  as  does  not  lie  in  grafs  is  fown 
with  Indian  corn.  They  alfo  fow  a  little  oats  and  barley,  but  no  more 
than  is  neccllary  for  the  feed  of  the  horfes  and  the  confumption  of  the 
inn.  The  prejudice  in  favour  of  Indian  corn  is  deeply  rooted  in  this 
country  ;  but  the  ftatc  of  agriculture  is,  upon  the  whole,  far  better  here 
than  in  anv  part  of  America,  which  I  have  hitherto  traverfcd.  The  dung 
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is  carefully  prcferved,  and  even  the  ftrcct-dirt  is  made  ufc  of  as  a  manure, 
and  in  fpring  laid  on  the  fields.  Agriculture  is  not  fo  well  underftood 
here  as  in  England  ;  but  they  think  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  carrying 
it  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfcdion,  and  converfe  on  agriailtural  improve- 
ments with  good  fenfc  and  judgment.  Cattle  are  here  in  great  abund- 
ance, and  of  a  very  fine  breed.  Bofton  offers  a  certain  and  ready  mar- 
ket for  all  the  productions  which  can  be  fent  thither.  The  breed  of 
pigs  is  remarkably  fine  ;  they  grow  uncommonly  fat.  Day-labourers 
may  be  procured  in  great  abundance  ;  their  wages  are  four  (hillings  and 
fixpence  a  day,  or  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month.  ' 

This  part  of  America  difplays  in  every  refpeCl  true  European  induftry. 
In  every  village  the  flreets  along  the  road  are  lined  with  fliops.  Cabinet- 
makers, Ihoe-makers,  faddlers,  coach-makers,  and  tanners,  arc  very  nu- 
merous. My  friend  Williams  was  not  fufficiently  vcrfed  in  the  political 
economy  of  the  country  to  inform  me  of  the  cxaA  proportion  of  the  taxes 
and  other  public  burthens.  All  he  was  able  to  tell  me-  on  this  fubje<ft 
was,  that  the  aggregate  fum  of  his  afleflments,  taxes,  county  and  pariili 
rates  included,  amounts  yearly  to  about  forty  dollars,  befides  four  dollars 
and  half  for  his  licence  to  keep  the  inn.  Dodor  Cotty,  a  furgeon,  who 
attended  me,  and  poffcffes  an  cftate  of  eighty  acres,  pays  no  more  than 
twenty  dollars.  He  is  alfb  a  very  worthy  man,  whom  1  have  every  rea- 
fbn  to  praile.       .HiiJiaiif  to  :b:i  ■■vdlfn-s-fiiih  c  'b.ii  j*.-:tizi  v:  ,.  l 

All  thefe  people  bufy  themfclves  much  with  politics,  and  from  the 
landlord  down  to  the  houfe-maid  they  all  read  two  newfpapers  a  day. 
Mr.  Williams  and  Dr.  Cotty  are  by  no  means  friendly  to  the  treaty,  bc- 
caufc  they  do  not  like  the  Englilh,  and  contend  that  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  that  nation.  But  they  fay,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  muft  all 
be  left  to  the  Prefidcnt,  who  will  make  every  thing  right.  I  muft  repeat 
it  once  more,  that  I  cannot  bcftovr  too  much  praife  on  the  kindnefs  of 
thefe  excellent  people.  Being  a  ftranger,  utterly  unacquainted  with 
them,  fick,  and  appearing  In  the  garb  of  mediocrity,  bordering  on  indi- 
gence, I  pofleffed  not  the  Icaft  claim  on  the  hofpitality  of  this  refpcdablc 
family,  but  fuch  as  their  own  kindnefs  and  humanity  could  fuggcft  ;  and 
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yet,  during  the  five  days  I  continued  in  their  houfe,  they  negleded  their 
own  bufinefs  to  nurfe  me  with  the  tendcrcft  care  and  unwearied  foUci- 
tude.  They  heightened  ftill  more  the  generofity  of  tlieir  condu<5l  by 
making  up  their  account  in  a  manner  fo  extremely  reafonablc,  that  three 
times  its  anioun  t  would  not  have  been  too  much  for  the  trouble  I  had 
caufcd  til  em.  May  this  refpeAable  family  ever  enjoy  the  bleiTmgs  which 
they  {o  well  deferve  !  This  fliall  be  my  conftant,  fervent  wifli  until  my 
lad  moment.  .,.  ,-.:i  ,;        ,  .  . 

Having  at  length  recovered  fomewhat  more  ftrength,  to  bear  the  fa- 
tigue of  a  journey,  and  being  defirous  of  reaching  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  as  I  hoped  to  find  fome  letters  in  that  city,  I  took  a  feat  in  the  mail- 
coach,  which  Hops  at  Williams's  houfe.  It  is  the  fame  fort  of  carriage 
as  a  ftage-coach,  except  that  it  is  lighter,  better  fufpended,  and  takes  but 
fix  pafifengers,  its  chief  deflination  being  to  carry  the  mail.  I  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  three  or  four  miles,  when  wc  were  met  by  a  coach  and  four. 
It  was  General  Knox,  who,  during  a  temporary  refidcncc  in  Bofton,  on 
account  of  private  bufmefs,  having  accidentally  learned,  that  I  lay  ill  at 
Marlborough,  came  to  take  me  to  Bofton.  My  fatisfadion  and  grati- 
tude for  this  uncommon  kindnefs  may  be  cafily  conceived.  I  had  fre- 
quently feen  him  at  Philidelphia,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  winter, ;  had  often 
been  at  his  houfe,  which  I  foimd  extremely  pleafant ;  but  had  not  the 
leaft  right  to  expe<^  fuch  a  diftinguifhed  ad  of  kindnefs.  I  was  too  weak 
to  exprefs  my  feelings,  but  was  the  more  overwhelmed  by  them. 

The  road  from  Marlborough  to  Bofton  is  a  continual  village.  Twenty 
miles  from  this  city  begins  an  uninterrupted  line  of  handfome  houfcs, 
cleanly  and  pleafant  buildings,  neat  gardens,  and  fine  orchards,  which 
form  all  together  a  rich  and  delightful  profpedl,  the  charms  of  which  are 
ftill  more  enhanced  by  numberlefs  horfes,  cattle,  and  fheep,  which  enli>'en 
the  landfcape,  and  are  fhcltered  from  the  fcorching  fun  by  clumps  of 
trees,  planted  for  that  purpofe.  You  fee  every  where  numerous  churches, 
of  a  fimple  conftrudion,  but  neatly  painted,  and  furnilhed  with  fine 
fpires.  They  are  furrounded  with  open  ftables,  in  which  the  country- 
people  put  up  their  horfes  during  the  fcrvicc.     This  is  a  pretty  general 
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cuftom  throughout  America,  unknown  in  Europe,  but  which  is  more 
carefully  attended  to  in  Maflaclmrctts,  the  moil  opulent  and  populou.^  of 
theic  dates  I  have  hitherto  fccn. 

At  laft  you  pafs  through  the  handfomc  village  of  Cambridge,  and  reach 
IJofton  by  a  wooden  bridge,  which  was  finiflied  lall  year,  and  which,  in- 
cluding the  caixfcway  leading  to  it,  is  a  mile  in  length.  This  bridge  was 
conllrudled  at  the  cxpence  of  a  company,  who  recel\e  a  toll,  which 
yields  nearly  tw  cnty  per  cent  interell  on  the  capital  fpcnt  in  building  the 
bridge.  I  was  tot)  much  indifpofed  fully  to  enjoy  the  view  of  this  de- 
lightful country,  which  reminds  a  man  of  England  ort  many  accounts, 
but  was  not  altogether  infenfible  to  its  charms. 

BOSTON. 

The  towns,  which  are  moft  populous,  mod  ancient,  and  mod  flourifhing 
in  point  of  trade  and  induilry,  and  w  hich  on  thefe  grounds  intcrcft  moft 
the  curiofity  of  foreigners,  are  exadly  thofe  on  which  a  traveller  has  Icaft 
to  remark.  All  the  obfcrvations,  which  he  might  make  in  regard  to  them, 
have  been  anticipated  by  others,  and  he  will  frequently  wafte  his  talents 
in  repeating,  with  lefs  accuracy,  what  hiftoriographers,  gazetteers,  nay 
diredilories,  have  faid  before  him.  This  is  cxadly  the  cafe  with  Bofton. 
Dr.  Morfe's  American  Geography,  and  a  variety  of  diredlories,  publiihed 
in  that  town,  give  a  more  minute,  and  probably  a  more  cxad:  account  of 
it,  tha  ■»  all  the  information  which  the  moft  aAive  foreigner  can  colle<Sl  in 
the  fpace  of  fix  months.  '  fliall,  therefore,  forbear  entering  into  any  de- 
tails, which  would  be  ufelefs,  and  which  my  friends  may  eafily  procure. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  ficuated  on  a  peninfula.  The  ifthmus,  which 
conncds  it  with  the  continent,  is  but  a  few  yards  in  breadth,  fo  that  it 
might  ctfily  be  cut  through,  lliould  the  fafety  of  the  place  demand  it. 
Bofton  is  fo  completely  girt  by  the  fea,  that  the  fliorteft  bridge,  by  which 
you  can  reach  it,  is  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length. 

The  harbour  is  four  or  live  miles  in  depth,  of  a  ftill  greater  breadth, 
and  interfperfed  with  numerous  illands,  which  form  a  more  pleafing 
profpcd  from  none  of  tlicm  being  pcrfedly  flat  and  level. 
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Several  of  thefc  illands  arc  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
which  from  one  fide  to  the  other  may  be  five  miles  in  breadth,  but  the 
navigable  part  of  which  is  fcarcely  half  a  mile  wide.  The  paflagc  be- 
tween mod  of  thcfe  iflands  is  inacceffible  for  fliips  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred tons  burthen.  The  only  channel,  paflablc  for  fliips  of  a  larger  fize, 
lies  between  two  idands,  one  of  which  is  called  Caftle  Ifland,  and  the 
other  Governor's  Ifland,  half  a  mile  diflant  from  each  other.  This  chan- 
nel is  flill  more  narrowed  by  a  third  of  it  only  having  fufficient  depth 
of  water,  efpccially  for  fliips  of  a  deep  draught,  which  are  obliged  to 
fleer  along  Caflle  Ifland  at  the  diflance  of  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
land.  If  thcfe  iflands  were  fortified  in  luch  a  manner,  as  to  be  able 
to  cannonade  fliips  with  cffedl  long  before  they  could  draw  near,  and 
even  after  they  had  rc:Khcd  the  port,  the  town  of  Boflon  would  be  mofl 
powerfully  protc<^}ed  i'rom  any  attack,  that  might  be  made  on  it. 

General  Knox,  who  but  very  lately  reiigned  the  place  of  Secretary  at 
War,  told  me,  that  not  only  are  plans  drawn  up  and  approved  of  for 
crcdiiig  thcfe  fortifications,  but  that  Congrefs  has  alio  refolved  to  bear 
the  expcncc,  cflimated  at  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  forty  thoufand 
of  which  were  already  granted  two  years  ago,  that  the  work  might  imme- 
diately be  commenced  ;  but  that  the  legillaturc  of  the  State  of  Maffachu- 
(ttti  oppofes  the  execution  of  this  plan. 

As  many  of  my  readers  may  be  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  the  polfibi- 
lity  of  fucli  an  o})pofition  to  the  refolution  of  the  Congrefs,  and  to 
the  iX)fiti\c  orders  of  the  Prefident,  I  think  it  ncccflary  to  explain  thii 
matter. 

If  a  place  is  to  be  fortified  by  the  Union,  the  State,  in  the  territory  of 
which  it  is  featcd,  mufl:  previoufl)  cede  it  to  the  Union,  which  takes  it  un- 
der its  immediate  protection,  and  tlie  ceflion  of  the  above  illands  has  hitlicr- 
to  met  w  ith  fo  flrong  an  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  legillaturc,  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  polhble  to  obtain  it.  The  true  caufe  of  this  oppofition  is 
the  general  averfion  of  the  States  againfl  fubjcding  any  part  of  their  ter- 
ritory to  the  fupremacy  of  the  Union,  and  the  pretence  alleged  in  the 
cafe  under  confidcration  is,  that  Caflle  Ifland  is  the  only  fafc  place  for 
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con\  ids,  who  arc  kept  here  to  hard  labour,  and  who  cannot  be  fcnt  to 
any  other  place  equally  Ihtc  and  convenient. 


-iff'.Y 


* . .  • 


*i:   •!(' 


The  legiflativc  power  has,  however,  made  the  propofal  of  fortiiyinp; 
this  ifland,  without  ceding  it  to  the  Union.  Sixty  ibldicrs,  paid  by  the 
itatc,  form  the  garrilon  ot'thi^  illand,  which  violates  th<!  Tpirit  as  well  as 
the  letter  of  the  conllitutioual  acl,  cnading,  in  exprefs  terms,  "  that  in 
time  of  peace  no  fniglc  Hate  Ihall  maintain  any  regular  troops." 

The  anti-federalift  party  arc  charged  as  being  the  chief  authors  and 
abettors  of  the  above  opnofition  ;  but  it  does  not  a})pear,  that  the  op- 
pofers  belong  all  to  that  party.  Their  number,  it  is  aflerted,  begins  now 
to  decreafc,  ami  the  whole  fenatc  is  favourably  difpofcd  for  the  fortifica- 
tion, fo  that  it  probably  will  foon  be  commenced. 

Intliis  probable  manner,  the  otherwife  inconceivable  oppofition  to 
the  joint  will  of  the  Congrei's  and  Prclident,  I  a  mutter  of  ib  much  im- 
portance, has  been  explained  to  me.  •'  .•  .       •  ' 

iVJl  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  I  have  convcrfed  on  the  prcfling  nc- 
ccffity  of  ereding  thefe  fortifications,  manifellcd  a  fi)rt  of  indifference, 
for  which  I  can  only  account  from  their  attention  being  entirely  cngroHed 
by  their  private  affairs.  If  you  obferve  to  them  "  That  the  P'nglilh,  in  the 
prefent  Hate  of  things,  may  cafily  run  three  or  four  frigates  into  the  har- 
bour, burn  all  the  fliipping,  iet  the  houfes  on  fire,  and  retreat  without  the 
leaft  danger" — they  grant  all  this,  but  add,  "  The  Englifli  will  not  come  ; 
we  have  no  war,  and  Ihall  wage  none ;  we  have  nothing  to  fear."  They 
feem  to  forget,  that  the  fpirit  of  revenge  againll  revolted  fubjcds  con- 
ftantly  animates  Great  Britain  ;  which  will  never  confider  tie  Americans 
but  in  that  light ;  though  circumftances  may  force  the  luiglifh  cahinc  t  to 
enter  into  public  negociations  with  the  United  States,  and  that  this  Ipirit 
of  revenge  is  peculiarly  direded  againll  Bollon,  where  the  revolution  be- 
gan.in  fo  dccifive  a  manner*.     They    fecni   not  to  ccMifidcr,   tliat  the 

.vo' -^     •■  '•       •         ■   •         •  ;.  \  .    I  •  ■•,.   "^^'^i'lth 

-' .\..      ,t  .   *    . 

•  'I'hc  futility  of  this  rcafoning  prcdiulcs  refutation,  I>ut  it  is  a  cirtumftaiuc,  wuiliiy 

of  icniaik,  that  t!ic  Prffiilcnt  of  tlic  Union,  uiulii'  whole  ailiuiuilhalioii  the  ii'lations  of 

amity  and  fricmlihip  between  Ciicat  Britain  and  the  I.  niled  States  have  been  fo  fully 

clUblifhcd,  is  t!»c  man  who  bore  the  moll  conljiieuoii';  pait  in  the  ilci  Ifivc  nirai'uvcs  uliii  h 
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wealth  and  importance  of  Bofton  aflord  additional  rcafons  for  ftrengthcn- 
ing  its  means  of  defence,  and  that  the  importance  of  a  ftate  is  encreafed 
in  the  eftimation  of  its  enemies,  and  of  all  foreign  powers,  in  proportion 
a->  it  is  rendered  lefs  vulnerable,  by  the  adoption  of  the  moft  proper  and 
moil  vigorous  meafures  of  defence.  ' ""'      •"     *«f'     *  }♦  n^ij'  is^u  ■ 

Thefc  are  all  principles  of  acknowledged  truth  ;  and  thefe  maxims  fo 
evidently  apply  to  the  United  States,  and  efpecially  to  Bofton,  that  even 
the  circumftance  of  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  being  entirely  ab- 
forbcd  by  their  private  intereft  falls  Ihort  of  fatisfa<H:orily  explaining  the 
indifference,  which  they  difplay  in  regard  to  fortifications,  of  the  neccllity 
of  which  they  are  perfedly  aware.     .''■    ••^'  ''    -*  i,  t  i.-.    >r    r  jrft' 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Caftle  Ifland,  garrifoncd  by  fixty  armed  foldicrs, 
and  where  on  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  rampart  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  arc 
lying,  moft  of  which  are  deftitute  of  trunnions,  would  be  a  matter  of 
finccre  regret  even  for  him,  who  fhould  have  the  intereft  of  America  and 
the  humHuulon  of  EugJatitl  lefs  at  heart,  than  I  have.*  I  lament  it  moft 
fincerely,  inafmnch,  as  fctting  apart  the  confideration  of  danger,  it  be- 
fpeaks  a  degree  of  national  indolence,  which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  truly 
difgraceful.  .    .    ..w^.--    r^^r- ,. 

Governor's  Ifland  is  ftill  lefs  fortified  than  Caftle  Ifland  ;  ft  block-houfe^ 
erc6led  on  an  eminence,  forms  the  only  means  of  defence.  In  France 
three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  would  be  mounted  in  thefe  iflands,  and 
the  moft  parfimonious  adminiftration  would  not  repine  at  this  cxpcncc, 
to  whatever  ium  it  might  amount.  •••  '     •"' «  i  r.; 

The  foldiers,  who  form  the  garrifbn  of  Caftle  Ifldnd,  have  a  very  dirty 
dud  mean  appearance,  which  docs  not  feem  to  be  an  infeparablc  attribute 
©f  republican  troops.  '     •        '"..^ii    ».=  ,-.       ^     *. -tttrt-i. 


commenced  the  rcvolulion  at  Hofton,  the  man  wlio  in  Brissot's  judgment  "  has  the  ex- 
ttfa  nf  rrpubiican  virtues"  imd  wlin  of  confeqiicncc  muft  be  tlioioiigldy  convinced  of  tlic 
wifdom  ofllic  poHlital  fyilcm  wliich  lie  has  puillied  with  unlhakcn  fumnefs. — TtanJI\ 

*  I'Jic  CHndour,  with  wiiich  the  author  here  points  out  the  fourcc  of  his  inveftivcs 
•f^ainft  the  Britifh  government,  and  the  origin  of  the  farcaflic  cenfure,  which  on  all  oc« 
cufions  he  pafTcs  on  the  Kngliih  cabinet,  defcrvcs  much  pruifc.  He  inveighs  and  cen- 
iuies,  becaufc  he  anxioufly  dcfires  tht  hwniliation  of  E.ngland. — Tranfl*  '*  "^ 
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Tlie  convids  of  the  ilatc  of  Mafliichufctts  arc  font  to  this  Ifland,  where 
tiicy  are  kept  at  hard  labour.  Tiiey  are  chiefly  employed  in  makinjj; 
nails  and  ihoes,  and  arc  confined  by  day  ;  lo  that  in  this  refpcdl  their  fate 
is  not  wor{e,  than  that  of  the  garrlfon.  But  no  eftertual  meiifures  have 
been  adopted  to  improve  their  morals,  or  provide  for  their  welfare  at  the 
end  of  their  imprifonment.  The  machinery,  introduced  into  all  other 
nail-manufa<5lories  of  America,  to  fhorten  and  cafe  hard  labour,  are  Jiere 
only  excluded,  fo  that  the  convi^ls  work  to  great  difadvantage,  if  com- 
pared with  other  workmen,  and  are  not  able  to  lay  by  any  fayings  dur- 
ing the  time  of  their  captivity,  which  they  might  ufcfully  employ,  when 
reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  This  heedlcfl'nefs  contrails,  in  a 
llriking  manner,  with  the  admirable  attention  and  order  wiiich  prevail 
in  the  prifons  of  Philadelphia,  the  excellent  Hate  of  which  will  furniili 
juft  grounds  of  ccnfure  againft  all  the  other  Hates,  as  long  as  they  imitate 
not  the  laudable  example  of  Pennfylvanla. 

The  Engliih  laws,  called  in  England  the  common  law,  are  obfervcJ 
in  the  ftatc  of  Maflachufctts  in  regard  to  all  fuch  points  as  are  not  de- 
cided in  a  different  manner  by  a  pofitlvc  law,  which  is  frccjuently  the 
cafe.  Fathers  poffefs  the  right  of  difpofing  of  their  cflates  by  a  lart-vvill, 
in  its  utmoft  latitude,  on  condition  of  their  leaving  to  e\  cry  one  of  their 
children  fomc  part,  however  fmal),  of  their  property.  Tiiis  rioht,  which 
j>rodigality,  revenge,  paternal  difpkafure,  and  the  imbecility  of  old  age, 
would  frequently  abufe  in  our  Eur('j)can  Hates,  is  here  attended  with  no 
inconvenience.  "  No  father  has  vet  made  an  ill  ufe  of  it,"  anfwcrcd 
they,  with  whom  I  rcmontlrated  on  the  plenitude  of  this  ru^lit,  veiled 
in  the  teftator.  This  anfwcr,  worthy  of  Spartans,  has,  however,  not  con- 
vinced me,  that  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maifachufetts  are  as 
remote  from  an  ill  ufe  of  unlimUcd  power,  as  thofc  i<f  the  Spartans  were 
from  parricide  at  the  time  of  Ljcurgus  ;  nor  has  it  reconciled  me  to  a 
law,  which,  ac  Icall  in  fomc  meufurc,  is  unjull. 

The  penal  code  is  compofed  of  Engliih  laws,  fomewhat  mitigated. 
Mr.  Sullivan,  Attoiuey  General  of  toe  ftatc,  takes  peculiar  care,  that 
jufticc  is  adminiftercd  witi!     orcy ;  he  is  a  zealous  partizan,  it  feems, 
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of  the  crimimil  law  of  Pcnnfylvania,  and  is  now  engaged  in  endeavour.^  to 
get  it  adopted  by  the  Icgiflaturc  of  MaiTuchufctts. 

The  ftate  levies  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  government,  amounting  to 
forty  thoulimd  pounds  fterling,  or  one  hundred  and  lift}  -three  thoulaml 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  The  quota  of  each  contributing 
inhabitant  towards  this  tax,  as  well  as  the  county  and  pariih-ratcs,  is  ^  cry 
trifling,  though  more  confidcrable  than  in  the  ftatcs  of  New  York  and 
PcnnA  Ivania.  Property,  both  pcrfhnal  and  real,  is  taxed  ;  and  fuch  parts 
of  it,  as  are  not  evident,  arc  rated  by  com mifli oners,  againft  whom  bitter 
complaints  arc  preferred  at  Bofton,  relative  to  the  arbitrary  manner,  in 
•which  they  frequently  proceed.  Theie  grievances,  it  feems,  arc  not  alto- 
gether unfounded.  No  rccourfe  can  be  had  againft  an  unjuft  valuation 
on  the  part  of  the  commiflioners,  as,  in  order  to  obtain  redrefs,  the  com- 
plainants would  be  obliged  to  difclofe  the  real  amount  of  their  property ; 
VN  hich,  as  they  arc  generally  men  of  great  wealth,  unjuftly  taxed  from 
motives  of  jealoufy  and  envy,  they  wilh  to  avoid.  Several  of  them  have 
left  Bofton,  and  fettled  in  other  ftatcs  or  towns,  where  they  enjoy  lecurity 
from  arbitrary  proceedings  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Breck  of  Philadelphia  left 
Bofton  on  this  account,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Russel,  a  merchant,  gene- 
rally refpedled  in  America,  intends,  it  is  aflcrted,  to  fettle  in  Charleftown, 
a  fmall  town,  fcparatcd  from  Bofton  only  by  a  bridge.  His  aflclfment, 
under  tlie  fole  head  of  capitation  or  poll-tax,  amounted  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Out  of  the  parifh-ratcs,  among  other  articles,  the  fchools  are  fupported, 
of  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  ftate,  a  crtain  number  muft  be 
kept  in  each  townihip,  proportionate  to  its  extent  and  population.  In 
addition  to  thefe  fchools,  many  colleges  have  been  inftitutcd  in  this  ftate, 
which  are  flattered  through  its  whole  extent,  lor  the  convenience  of 
thofe  who  poffefs  fufficient  property,  and  wifli  to  purfue  their  ftudics  be- 
yond the  intburtion,  which  common  fchools  can  aftbrd.  The  Univerfity 
at  Cambridge  offers  alfb  ample  means  for  acquiring  extenfive  erudition. 
This  univerfity,  which  is  modelled  after  the  Engliih  univerfities,  has  pro- 
fcHbrfhips  for  every  branch  of  the  fcienccs.     It  poflcflcs  a  fine  library,  a 
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tolerably  complete  philofophlcal  apparatus,  and  a  murcum,  which  is  yet 
ratlier  incomplete,  but  will,  no  doubt,  loon  be  improved.  The  whole 
inftrudion  is  apparently  managed  on  very  good  principles.  The  funds, 
afligned  tor  its  lupport,  not  bei.ig  fufficiently  con.lidcrablc  to  inlhud  the 
fcholars  gratis,  they  arc  (obliged  to  pay  quarterly  the  moderate  fum  of 
fixteen  dollars.  They  alfo  pay  fix  dollars  a  month  for  their  board,  and 
are  admitted  after  a  previous  examination  by  the  profefTors.  They  re- 
main here  four  years  ;  if  they  defire  to  continue  longer,  for  the  purpofe 
of  taking  a  degree,  they  pay  no  longer  the  above  fixtecn  dollars,  but 
merely  for  their  lodgings.  Mr.  Willard,  prefident  of  the  univerfity, 
from  whom  I  learned  thefe  particulars,  is  a  man  of  uncommon  merit, 
verfed  in  all  the  fciences,  which  are  taught  here. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  feated  on  two  or  three  eminences,  and  in  the 
fmall  intervening  vales,  is  but  of  little  compafs.  It  has  no  regular  ftreets, 
but  is  neverthclefs  very  pleafant.  The  houfes  are  neat  and  cleanly ;  a 
great  number  have  gardens  adjoining  to  them,  and  all  afford  delightful 
profpcds.  The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  mild  and  hofpitable  ; 
they  arc  much  like  the  Englifli. 

The  opulent  inhabitants  have,  moft  of  them,  country-feats  at  fomc 
dillance  from  the  town,  where  they  rcfide  in  fummer.  A  foreigner  cafil) 
obtains  an  extcnfivc  acquaintance,  and  is  everywhere  invited,  in  a  man- 
ner ib  extremely  obliging,  as  to  preclude  all  doubts  of  the  fmcerity  of  the 
Invitation.  My  ibite  of  health,  which  was  but  llowly  recovering,  pre- 
vented me  from  accepting  the  Invitations  I  received. 

I  mull  mention  in  this  place,  tliut  in  the  vicinity  of  Boflon  I  fuuiul 
cigalnMr.  Adams,  Vlec-Prclident  of  the  United  States,  a  man  of  fuch  un- 
common merits,  abilities,  and  talents,  that  he  has  few  equals  in  Ame- 
rica, and  is  not  every  vviicre  fulliclcntly  efteemed.  He  is  one  of  the  moll 
relpciitable  men  in  tlic  United  States.  No  one  contributed  more  to  the 
American  revolulicni,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  than  he.  Tii*.- 
agents  of  the  Brltilh  minillry  entertain,  therefore,  much  ill-will  againil 
him,  although  he  has  defended  the  Engliilx  conftitution  in  a  book,  full 
of  profound  rcfearches,  which  he  entitled  *'  A  Defence  of  the  Govern- 
ment 
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mcnt  of  the  United  States."  Jolin  Adams  rclldcs  with  his  lady,  remote 
from  all  liitiigucs,  in  a  I'mall  houfc,  fifteen  miles  iVoni  Bofton,  which  no 
Paris  ad\oLate  of  the  lovvcft  rank  would  choofc  tor  his  country-feat. 
Here  he  fpcnds  all  the  time,  which  his  fituation  as  Vice-prclidcnt  allows 
him  to  pals  from  Philadelphia,  in  reading,  and  agricultural  employments. 
He  fees  but  little  company,  fmce  the  very  moderate  fortune  he  poireflcs 
prevents  him  from  receiving  many  vifitors  at  his  houfe.  He  is  generally 
rcfpeded  ;  his  coaverfation  is  extremely  agreeable,  and  tmged  with  a  fort 
of  farcallic,  yet  courteous  wit,  which  renders  it  highly  pleafiag. 

The  treaty  with  England  is  the  condant  and  univerfal  topic  ;  it  is  dif- 
cufled  pro  et  contra,  from  one  extremity  of  the  ftates  to  the  other.  My 
opinion  on  this  treaty  is  not  altered  from  its  having  received  the  fandion 
of  the  Prefident.  I  admire  his  letter  to  the  feled;-men  of  Bofton ;  in  his 
pofition  it  is  impoffible  to  write  any  thing  more  beautiful,  more  noble,  or 
more  glorious.  1  blame  him  not  for  having  acceded  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate :  purfuant  to  the  conftitution,  and  in  the  prefent  conjuntlure 
of  circumftanoes,  he  was  obliged  to  a<3:  as  he  has  done.  But,  neverthelcls, 
this  treaty  is,  in  myjudgment,  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  interefts  of 
America,  which  it  renders,  in  fbme  meafure,  dependent  on  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  violates  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the  United  States,  to  aflift 
France,  their  ally,  with  the  necefl'aries  of  war.  It  is  a  monument  of  the 
weaknefs  of  America,  to  which  it  will  prove  produ<Slive  of  pernicious  ra- 
ther than  advantageous  confequenccs.  The  only  momentary  profit,  to  be 
derived  from  this  treaty,  will  accrue  to  American  merchants,  who  can  be 
accommodated  by  the  Englifli  with  long  credit,  and  who  in  America, 
as  in  fad  in  every  other  country,  attend  more  zcaloufly  to  the  interefts  of 
their  counting-houfcs,  than  to  Jic  political  advantages  of  the  ftate,  which 
thev  inhjjbit. 

I  have  { crufed  every  performance,  written  in  favour  of  this  treaty, 
without  ray  opinion  having  in  the  leaft  been  changed  even  by  Camilles. 
I  poiTefs,  '  think,  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  political  principles  of  Mr. 
Haniilto  to  be  convinced,  that  in  this  long  and  laborious  enquiry  he 
has  rath'  i  j'wr\  cd  his  party,  than  followed  his  own  political  opinion,  and 

that 
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that,  if  he  were  freely  to  fpeak  his  mind,  he  would  cnnfcfs  his  grief  at 
having  publicly  defended  fuch  a  ftate-papcr.  This  treaty  agitates,  heats, 
and  inflames  the  contending  parties  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  you  hardly 
meet  any  where  with  cool,  moderate,  and  unimpaflioncd  reafoning.  1  Ihull 
lay  no  more  on  this  fubje<ft,  although  I  am  far  from  having  exhaullcd  nn 
arguments  againft  a  treaty,  which  I  confidcr  as  cjttrcmcly^ unfortunate  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  United  States.  n, .,!  '  v  ,., 
^'  Boflon  trades  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  The  enterprifnig  fpirit  in  point 
of  navigation,  which  the  Americans  are  on  all  hands  allowed  to  polfcfs, 
feems  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  animate  the  inhabitants  of  New  England. 
Although  the  trade  of  many  ports  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  north  and 
fouth  of  Bofton,  has  of  late  years  confiderably  encreafed ;  and  although 
it  Is  of  the  fantie  nature  as  that  of  Bofton,  yet  I  have  been  aflured,  that 
the  trade  of  this  town,  fo  far  from  fufFering  by  it,  has,  on  the  contrary, 
never  been  in  a  more  flourilhing  condition,  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Seve- 
ral gentlemen,  having  promifed  to  fupply  me  with  comparative  tables  of 
the  exports  and  imports  of  Boflon,  previoufly  to  my  leaving  this  town, 
I  fhall  until  then  defer  all  calculation  on  this  interefling  fubjedl.  '•5'.-«  . 
""  Anxioufly  defirous  as  I  was  of  coUedling  information  relative  to  the 
trade  with  the  South-Sea  Indians,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  navigation  off 
their  coaft,  I  could  not  but  feel  extremely  happy  at  getting  acquainted 
with  Captain  Robert,  who  returned  from  this  voyage  but  a  fortnight 
ago,  and  who  has  communicated  to  mc  fome  particulars  rcfpeding  this 
fubje<ft,  which,  I  think,  will  not  be  deemed  here  out  of  place.  -  ^ 
.-The  objeft  of  the  fliips,  which  arc  trading  to  the  weflern  coafl  of 
North  America,  is  chiefly  the  purchafc  of  otter-fkins,  which  they  barter 
at  Canton  for  Chinefe  goods,  either  confumed  in  America,  or  thence 
exported  to  Europe.  The  artii'lcs,  which  they  Ihip  for  the  jmrpofc 
of  exchanging  them  for  the  ottcr-fkins,  confill  of  iron,  copper,  to- 
bacco, filver  trinkets,  collars,  &c.  This  voyage,  which  is  generally 
made  from  Boflon  in  fhips  from  ninety  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  toiv 
.burthen,  takes  up  from  fixtecn  to  eighteen  months.  But  its  duration  i» 
frequently  protraded,  and  its  prodi'.ce  leffened  by  adverfe  events ;  which 
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was  the  cafe  with  Captain  Robert.  He  fpent  three  years  and  eight 
months  in  this  voyage ;  he  loft  twenty  men  out  of  thirty-fix,  who  com- 
pofed  his  fliip*s  crew,  and  a  fmall  veffel,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built 
during  his  voyage,  and  which,  he  thought,  might  be  advantageoufly  cm- 
ployed  in  this  trade ;  his  own  profit,  as  well  as  thoie  of  his  owners,  could 
not,  therefore,  but  be  confiderably  leftened.  By  inferting  here  a  brief  ac- 
count of  his  A'oyage,  I  ihall  communicate  to  my  friends  particulars,  rela- 
tive to  the  trade  and  navigation  to  the  wcftem  coaft,  which,  I  truft»  they 
will  read  with  pleafurc. 


■  v^  V  .'''''??' *,ifv?r! 


''i:/ 


lit.,   ''I 


n  \t&i^: 


"^     CAPTAIN  ROBERTS  VOYAGE  TO  THE  SOUTH  SEA.  "^^ 

He  failed  from  Bofton  on  the  29th  of  November,  1791,  on  board  the 
JefFerfon,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  tuns  burthen,  mounting  eight 
guns,  and  manned  with  thirty- fix  men.  From  want  of  proviiion,  and 
the  neceility  of  repairing  fome  damage,  which  his  ihip  had  fuftained  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  he  found  himfclf  obliged  to  put  into  Valparaifb,  a 
Spanifh  fettlement  on  the  coaft  of  South  America,  in  latitude  thirty- 
three  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  eighty-four  degrees.*  He  remained 
here  a  whole  month,  and  failed  hence  up  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  on 
the  5  th  of  July  he  arrived  off  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  St.  Ambrpie,  which  lies 
in  twenty-fix  degrees  thirteen  minutes  fbuth  latitude,  and  eighty  degrees 
fifty-five  minutes  weft  longitude,  from  Greenwich.  This  ifland,  which 
has  the  appearance  of  having  had  volcanic  eruptions,  abounds  with  feals, 
which  lie  on  the  rocks,  and  are  eafily  killed  by  the  feamen,  who  frequently 
kill  from  two  to  five  hund'-ed  of  them  with  bludgeons,  in  the  courfe  of 
one  morning.  During  the  two  months  and  a  half  the  Captain  continued 
on  tliis  ifland,  his  crew  collefted  and  cured  thirteen  thoufand  feal-fkins,. 
which  are  fold  in  China  for  fixty  dollars  a  hundred.     The  oil,  which  is 

*  The  author  is  mifinfurmed  in  regard  to  the  Htuatinii  of  Valparuifo.  It  lies  in  latitude 
thirty-three  degrees  two  minutes  thirty-fix  feconds  fouth,  and  longitude  fevcnty-feven  de- 
grees twenty-nine  minutes  weft,  and  has  a  harbour,  which  forms  the  port  of  St.  Jogo, 
three  hundred  and  ninety  miles  caft  of  the  iiland  of  Juao  Y9XTk%Xi<dKi,<^TranfiaHr. 
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obtained  in  great  quantity  from  this  fiih,  is  given  in  exchange  tor  ottcr- 
fkins>  to  the  Indians  of  the  weftcrn  coafl,  who  drink  it  Uke  rum.  The 
iiland  of  St.  Ambrofe  affording  no  anchorage,  the  (hips  remain  conftantly 
under  way,  at  a  greater  or  lefs  diflance  from  fliore,  according  to  the 
weather.  The  fhip's  company  fleep  every  night  on  board,  and  keep 
up  with  boats  fuch  intercourfe  with  the  ifland,  as  is  requifite  for  theii 
fiihery.  .1     .1,  ,.      .  '•      ^ 

On  his  departure  from  St.  Ambrofe,  Captain  Robert  flood  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  made  the  Marquefas,  or  Marquefa  iflands ;  he  put  into  the 
iiland  Woahoo,*  which  the  Spaniards  call  St.  Chriftian,  in  latitude 
nine  degrees  fifty-five  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  degrees  weft.  This  ifland  is  inhabited  by  Indians,  not  of  a 
very  dark  complexion,  and,  by  Captain  Robert's  account,  of  very  fine 
ihape  and  regular  features.  The  heat  of  the  climate  rendering  clothes 
perfedlly  ufelefs,  they  wear  only  a  fmall  apron,  which  they  never  put  off. 
On  feftivals  they  drefs  in  a  light  ibiff,  made  of  bark,  and  highly  finifhed, 
both  in  point  of  colour  and  texture.  In  this  ifland  Captain  Robert  built 
a  vefTel  of  ninety  tuns  burthen,  for  the  trade  on  the  American  coaft,  the 
chief  materials  for  which  he  had  brought  with  him.  The  four  months 
he  continued  at  this  iiland,  he  lived,  upon  the  whole,  on  very  friendly 
terms  with  the  Indians,  great  numbers  of  whom  aflifted  him  in  his 
work.  But  one  day  they  ihewed  a  defign  of  feizing  upon  his  vefTel, 
when  it  was  half  finifhed.  A  great  number  of  thefe  Indians,  headed  by 
their  king,  manifefted  fb  clearly  an  intention  of  attempting  an  attack, 
that  Captain  Robert  was  obliged  to  repel  them  by  force.  At  the  head 
of  his  thirty-fix  men  he  fired  upon  the  Indians,  killed  feveral  of  them, 
wounded  others,  and  routed  them  completely.  On  the  next  following 
day  they  came  to  fue  for  peace,  and  brought  fome  of  tlieir  wounded  to  be 


■■.Ml  ,»■>  r?v;   ft 


cured.   -^  .  ^     ^        -  -  ^      i  = 

*  Woahoo  being  one  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  the  author  has  probably  confounded 
this  name  with  Waitahu,  the  Indian  name  of  the  Marquefa  Ifland,  which  by  the  Spa- 
niards is  called  St.  Chriftiana,  and  lies  in  latitude  nine  degrees  Hfty-five  minules  tliirtv 
feconds  fouth,  and  Inngitud:  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  degrees  eight  minites  forty  fe- 
«onds  weft  from  Greeawicli.— 7^r<};>/?«/o>-. 
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The  Indians  arc  fiirnilhcd  neither  with  fire-arms  nor  bows ;  their 
weapons  confill  t)t*  poles  of  very  hard  wood,  and  long  flings,  by  which 
they  throw  Itones,  with  great  precillon  of  aim,  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 

At  another  time  the  Indians  of  a  neighbouring  illand  made  up  to 
Captain  Robert's  iliip,  lying  at  anchor  in  the  road,  with  a  fleet  of 
about  twenty  boats,  ninety  feet  in  length,  to  take  her ;  but  a  lucky  ihot 
fmkii^i:;  one  of  the  boats,  the  rell  retreated  with  the  utmoft  fpced,  and 
never  made  their  appearance  again.  Thefc  Indians  are,  by  Captain  Ro- 
bert's account,  engaged  in  continual  warfare  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Waitahu,  and  offer  their  daughters,  nay,  fometimes  their  wives,  to  fo- 
reigners, with  whom  they  are  on  friendly  terms.  You  may  keep  them 
as  long  as  you  pleafc,  and  return  them  when  you  want  them  no  longer. 
The  Indian  ladies,  fo  far  from  objeding  to  this  fort  of  civility,  commence, 
on  the  contrary,  as  early  as  the  age  of  ten  to  do  in  this  manner  the  ho- 
nours of  their  ifland. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  drink  nothing  but  water,  and 
are  not  fond  of  fpirituoi  i  liquors.  The  king  and  chiefs  of  the  ifland  only 
drink  a  beverage  called  Jiary,  and  prepared  from  a  yellow  root,  which  is 
gathered  by  their  flaves,  and  cut  into  pieces,  which  they  chew,  fpit  into 
large  veflels  filled  with  water,  and  afterwards  fqueeze  with  their  hands 
to  obtain  the  juice.  This  liquor,  prepared  in  fo  uncleanly  a  manner,  is 
held  in  very  high  eftimation  by  the  Indian  chiefs,  who  mix  it  with  water ; 
lefs  diluted  it  is  taken  againft  the  fcurvy.  They  alfo  iifc  it  as  a  remedy 
againft  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  has  become  very  frequent  here,  fincc 
the  firft  vifit  of  the  Europeans,  and  with  which  the  whole  crew  of  the 
Jefferfon  were  infedled. 

The  marriages  among  thefe  Indians  laft  no  longer  than  the  wedded 
couple  choofes,  and  efpecially  as  long  as  it  pleafes  the  hufbands,  who  aflTert 
great  prerogatives  over  their  wives,  and  never  dine  with  them.  Father, 
mother,  and  children  frequently  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  even  when  the 
latter  arc  married. 

Bcfide  the  royal  dignity,  and  that  of  the  chiefs  of  the  villages,  which  arc 
hereditary;  there  alfo  cxiih  fomc  Inequality  among  the  families,  all  which 
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\m\  great  refpccl  to  the  king  and  chiefs.  Property  is  known  and  re- 
Tpcded  in  tliis  ifland,  and  the  number  of  fervants  and  flaves  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  a  man's  property.  Potatoes,  nay,  fugar-cancs  arc 
cultivated  in  this  ifland.  Thefts  are  fevcrcly  puniftied,  and  the  punifli- 
ment  is  determined  by  the  chiefs.  Fowls,  which,  however,  are  very 
fcarcc,  and  pigs,  of  the  Chincfe  breed,  which  arc  tolerably  abundant,  are 
eaten  roallcd  ;  but  fifli  they  eat  raw.  Both  men  and  women  are  hand- 
fome. 

The  new  veiTel  being  finiflied,  and  manned  with  ten  men.  Captain 
Robert  fet  fail  for  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  By  his  alTertion,  he  difcovered, 
on  his  pafTage  thither,  a  cliifter  of  iflands,  never  mentioned  before  by  any 
other  navigator,  and  fituated  in  latitude  eight  degrees  forty  minutes  fouth, 
and  longitude  one  hundred  and  forty  degrees  wefl:.  He  circumnavigated 
them  without  going  on  fliore,  called  the  whole  group  Wafliington,  and 
named  fome  of  the  iflands,  Adams,  JcfFerfon,  Hamilton,  &c. 

Captain  Ingraham,  mafter  of  the  fliip  Hope,  of  Boilon,  faw  theie 
iflands  lalt  year,  but  he  merely  faw  them,  and  noted  their  bearings.*  By 
Captain  Robert's  account,  he  found  in  one  of  thefe  iflands,  called  by  the 
Indians  Novhcva,  which  he  named  Adams'  Ifland,  an  old  man,  feventy- 
five  years  of  age,  who  had  been  there  a  great  many  years.  This  old  man 
was  bom  in  Oohoona,  which  Captain  Robert  named  Maflachufetts  Ifland. 
Having  coaflied  along  the  fliores  of  fome  of  them,  he  failed  for  Owhyhee, 
the  largeft  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  unfortunately  derives  much 
celebrity  from' the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  and  where  he  arrived  on  the 
27th  of  March.        .„ 


,-n 


*  Captain  Jofeph  Tngraham,  of  Boilon,  commander  of  the  brigantine  Hope,  of  Bofton, 
difcovered  thefe  iflands  on  the  lyth  of  April,  HOI.  They  are  leven  in  number,  and  lie 
between  eight  degrees  three  minutes,  and  nine  degrees  twenty-four  minutes  fouth  lati- 
tude, and  between  one  hundred  and  forty  degrees  nineteen  minutes  and  one  hundred  and 
forty -one  degrees  eighteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from  Greenwich.  Before  Captain  In- 
graham's  difcovery  was  known.  Captain  Joiiah  Robert,  of  Bofton,  failed  for  the  north- 
weft  coaft,  faw  tl)e  fame  iflands,  and  gave  them  the  names  mentioned  by  the  author.  But 
the  whole  group  is  named  Ingraham's  Iflands,  in  honour  of  their  firft  and  true  difc-nverer. 
'^Tranjlator.  ';    "•      •     ■-".  .  • 
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The  manners  in  the  Sandwich  Iflands  arc  much  the  fame  as  in  the 
Marqucfas  lilands.  On  account  of  the  great  number  of  fliips,  which 
toucii  at  this  ifland,  fowls  and  pigs  arc  kept  here  in  fuch  plenty,  that 
Ihips  may  be  eafily  fupplicd  with  them.  Captain  Robert  intended  to  fail 
hence  for  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  and  on  his  return  to  rendez- 
vous in  this  ifland,  with  his  other  veiTcl.  After  having  taken  in  frefli 
water,  and  what  provifion  he  could  obtain,  he  proceeded  to  the  above 
coaft. 

Nootka  Sound  lies  in  forty- nine  degrees  thirty-fix  minutes  north  lati- 
tude. The  coaft,  commonly  dcfigned  by  this  name,  extends  from  forty- 
eight  to  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude.  As  fbon  as  a  (hip  comes  within 
fight,  the  Indians  appear  on  the  iliore,  and,  if  ihe  caft  anchor,  bring  peltry 
in  their  canoes,  which  they  knov^  is  the  objc6l  of  the  voyage.  The  ca- 
noes arc,  on  their  return,  accompanied  by  the  (hip's  boats,  with  a  certain 
number  of  feamen  and  an  agent,  appointed  by  the  mafter,  to  conclude 
the  bargain  with  the  Indians.  Ships  are  frequently  obliged  to  remain 
fevcral  months  off  the  coaft,  before  they  can  obtain  their  full  cargo. 

Captain  Robert  firft  dropped  anchor  in  Berkeley's  Sound,  whither  In- 
dians from  the  Straights  of  Fuca  brought  a  great  quantity  of  furs.  His 
•other  vefTcl,  which  drew  Icfs  water  than  that  on  board  of  which  he  him- 
fclf  failed,  he  ordered  to  fail  into  the  bays,  to  approach  nearer  to  the 
coaft,  and  to  fend  the  produce  of  her  trade  to  his  (hip.  The  fmaU 
Charlotte  Iflands,  which  lie  but  a  few  miles  from  the  coaft,  contribute 
alfb  to  this  trade,  which  is  carried  on  with  great  fafcty,  though  very 
(lowly,  as  the  inhabitants  are  of  a  mild  and  honeft  difpofition.  They 
arc  not  yet  very  fond  of  fpirltuous  liquors ;  they  prefer  copper  and 
iron,  cfpecially  copper  in  fhcets.  They  live  by  hunting  and  fifliing,  arc 
of  the  fume  complexion  as  the  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  fea  coaft,  but 
apparently  lefs  hofpitable  than  tlte  inhabitants  of  the  Marqucfas  Iflands. 

AfttT  Captain  Rohcrt  had  continued  fix  or  fevcn  months  off  this  coaft, 
he  loll,  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  his  fecond  vefTel,  which  was  lefs  diftant 
from  fliorc  than  that  on  board  of  which  he  was,  and  lefs  able  to  weather 
the  tremendous  ftonn.     Twelve  men  went  to  the  bottom  with  the  vcf- 

fel. 
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fel,  together  with  confidcrablc  quantities  of  peltry  and  articles  tor  ex- 
change, and  alfo  with  the  plans  of  the  coail,  w  hich  Captain  Hubert  re- 
lates he  difcovered. 

From  Owhyhec  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for  Canton,  where,  in  the  man- 
ner peculiar  to  this  place,  but  now  generally  known,  he  bartered  his  ottcr- 
fkins  for  tea,  rice,  filks,  indigo,  and  nankeens.  The  Chinefe  merchants 
are  not,  by  his  account,  remarkable  for  honefty,  but  very  artful,  fo  that 
you  may  be  eafily  overreached  by  them,  if  you  be  not  on  your  guard. 
The  otter  Kleins,  which,  off  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  you  obtain 
for  about  fix  dollars,  fetch  in  Canton  twenty  dollars.  But  Captain  Hubert 
aiTured  me,  that  the  price  cncreafes  on  the  coaft,  whence  they  arc  pro- 
cured,, and  decreafes  in  China.  Otters  are  found  between  forty  and  fixty 
djcgrecs.       i ,     .  •■ 

The  Englilli,  French,  and  American  Ihips  proceed  no  farther  than 
Norfolk  Sound,  in  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude  ;  the  Ruftians  trade 
to  the  more  northerly  parts.  After  having  traverfed  the  Siberia-,  dcfarts 
in  numerous  caravans,  they  ftop  in  Kamtfchatka,  where  they  h\v.\  fhips, 
and  then  fail  to  the  Fox  Illands,  double  Cape  Providence,  and  commence 
their  trade  in  Loak  River.  They  treat  the  Indian  poiTcftions  as  Ruifian 
provinces,  impofc  contributions^  anfi  Aog  qr  kill  the  inhabitants,  if  their 
propofals  of  exchange  be  not  immediately  accepted.  Their  articles  for 
barter  are  rum,  copper,  and  tobacco ;  the  peltry  which  they  obtain,  they 
fell  to  merchants  of  Kamtfchatka,  who  fupply  them  with  merchandize. 
They  frequently  return  three  tinges,  to  fetch  peltry  and  import  into  Uuiriu 
tlie  commodities  of  China,  with  which  tlxey  arrive  in  caravanti,  after  an 
abfence  of  three  or  four  years.     ^,  .». ^  .  ..  . ..      .... 

From  Canton,  where  Captain  Robert  continued  from  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 179-1,  until  the  12th  of  February,  \795,  he  failed  back  ftraight 
to  America,  after  having  loft  forne  feamen  throutrh  illnefs  and  in- 
difcretion.  He  doubled  the  Cape  of  (jood  Hope,  and  arri\cd  at  IJofttm 
on  the  28th  of  .luly,  17U5,  without  ha\ing  touched  at  any  foreign  port 
fmce  his  departure  from  Cimton.  However  diftiitiiified  Captain  Robert 
is  with  this  voyage,  yet  he  uitertains,  it  leems,  the  j)r()jed  of  ietting  out 
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fooii  Oil  another  for  the  fame  dciVination.  He  bears  the  charader  of  a 
hra\c,  bold,  and  prudent  icaman,  andfpeaksof  his  voyages  as  a  man,  who 
is  pcrfc(ftly  acquainted  with  thofe  which  were  made  before  his,  and  who 
is  able  to  improve  his  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of  others.    »      ;    [ 


Ul  ly. 


;.j '.il  .itvo/i-i  ,\:'r,rfi'.2  ^.'OTt/Kf  •>  ;     )'-'ii'>> 


JOURNEY  INTO  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE  AND  BACK  TO  ' 

PHILADELPHIA. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  BOSTON JOURNEY  TO  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE. 

On  the  firft  projed  I  had  formed  to  dcfcend  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
to  vifit  Hallifax,  and  to  return  into  the  United  States  througli  the  diftri^l 
of  Maine,  1  intended  to  vifit  General  Knox,  who,  with  cxquifite  politc- 
nefs,  had  given  me  in  Philadelphia  an  invitation  to  that  effed,  and  whofc 
manfion  was  fituated  on  my  wray.  On  my  arrival  I  entertained  the  fame 
idea,  although  at  that  time  the  diftri<5l  of  Maine  lay  rather  out  of  my 
way  ;  and  the  repeated  proofs  of  friend(hip  I  received  from  the  General 
confirmed  me  in  my  rcfolution.  1  accordingly  embarked  with  him  for 
St.  George's  River,  whither  he  returned  after  a  four  months  ablence. 
'"  The  houfe  of  the  General  is  fituated  about  two  hundred  miles  from 
Bofton,  both  by  land  and  watel*.  At  this  time  of  the  year  the  pafliige  is  ge- 
nerally made  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  but  peculiar  dircumftances  prc^  cnted 
us  for  three  or  four  days  from  availing  ourfelves  of  the  favourable  wind ; 
and  after  thcfc  impediments  had  been  removed,  our  captain  widud,  as 
foon  as  poflible,  to  improve  the  firft  appearance  of  fine  weather.  This 
was  very  trifling  indeed,  when  he  fet  fail,  for  which  reafon  we  were  fcarcely 
able  the  firlt  e\ening  to  clear  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  On  the  fccoi\d  day 
wc  were  forced  by  a  thick  fog,  and  ftrong  indication  of  a  heavy  ilorm,  to 
make  the  bay  f)f  Cape  Ann.  Thcfc  mcafures  of  precaution,  adopted  by  our 
captain,  of  which  we  could  not  but  approve,  removed  us  forty  miles  out 
of  the  ftraight  road.  As  foon  as  the  fog  and  indication  of  a  llorm  had 
difappeared,  we  got  again  underway  ;  but  meeting  with  a  dead  calm,  we 
were  t>bliged  to  come  once  more  to  an  anchor,  within  four  hundred  yards 
of  our  firll  anchoring  place.    The  wind  generally  died  away  early  in  the 
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morning,  as  well  as  the  afternoon,  for  -which  rcafun  we  reached  not  the 
General's  maniion  till  after  a  paiTage  of  fcvcnty-two  hours,  and  aftci^ 
having  failed  fifteen  miles  up  St.  George's  River.  \ 

CAPE  ANN,  GLOUCESTER. 

The  circumftancc  of  our  being  compelled  to  put  into  the  bay  of  Cape 
Ann  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  (being  the  drying  of  cod  fifh.     The 
whole  coaft  of  MaiTachufctts,  and  cfpecially  of  the  dillrid:  of  Maine,  is 
inhabited  by  filhermcn,  engaged  in  the  filhcry  on  the  great  faiid-bank  ; 
they  bring  all  the  fifli  on  (hore,  where  they  receive  the  laft  drcifing.  The 
fifli  arc  waihcd  as  foon  as  they  arc  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  laid  firft  in 
heaps,  that  the  water  may  run  off.     Then  they  remain  for  two  or  three 
days  cxpofed  to  the  air,  after  which  they  arc  placed  on  hurdles,  about 
four  or  five  feet  in  breadth,  three  or  four  feet  above  the  ground,  and  as 
long  as  the  field  on  which  they  arc  eredled,  generally  about  a  hundred  or 
a  hundred  and  twenty  yards.    The  fifli  are  laid  on  thefe  hurdles,  firrt  three 
or  four,  one  upon  another,  and,  after  they  have  loft  inoft  of  the  water,  every 
fi(h  feparatcly ;  they  arc  frequently  turned,  that  they  ntay  get  thoroughly 
dry,  which  generally  takes  five  or  fix  days ;  at  laft  they  are  packed  in  cafes, 
prcfTed  down,  and  exported  either  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  or  Europe. 

The  bcft  filh,  that  is,  thofe  which,  caught  in  the  firft  filhing  months, 
are  fuperiour  to  the  reft  from  their  being  dried  more  flowly,  are  fcnt  to 
Spain.  They  are  fold  at  double  the  price  of  thofe,  \n  hich  are  caught  later 
in  the  year,  when  the  heat  is  more  intenfc,  and  which  arc  exported 
(•ithcr  *■  >  tlie  Weft  Indies,  or  fome  part  of  the  continent.  But  from 
among  the  fifli  of  the  better  fort,  which  arc  deftined  for  Sj>ain,  the  heft, 
arc  pi'  .ed  out  for  thofe  inhabitants  of  Mailachufett-,  who  are  pcouliarl}- 
lotv-*  of  fait  ftock  filh;  and  there  are  in  that  county  few  families,  who 
ha\c  not,  every  Saturday,  a  good  difli  of  ftock  fifli  on  their  table.  As  to  the 
ufuul  partition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fifhcry,  it  is  as  follows,  \iz. 
'  The  Ihips  employed  in  the  fi/licry,  which  are  generally  of  feventy  tuns 
burthen,  are  navigated  by  a  mafter,  (even  feamen,  and  a  boy.  The 
*)vvner  of  tht,  ihih  has  n  finirth  of  the  profit ;   the  dryer  on  the  coafi  an 
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cM.ijhth,  aiul  tlu-  It'll  is  dividotl  amo:v'  the  mailer  aiitl  Icamcn,  in  propor- 
tion tu  tlu-  lilh  thi'v  h;i\e  caught.  The  cxpcnrc  it>r  candles,  wood,  bait, 
and  (;dt  is  il(diii"-K'd,  prcvioufly  to  the  partition  ;  every  Icaman  takes  cares 
of  the  liJh  lie  has  i  aiii^ht.  A  veirel  of  lixty  tuns  burthen  takes  upon  an 
averat';*"  twelse  huiuired  «»)d  fifh,  which  arc  generally  worth  two  dollars 
and  a  hall' per  hundred  weight,  but  coll  at  prel'ent  Iront  live  to  lix  dollars. 

The  t«»wn  ot'  (iloucclicr,  which  is  iituated  near  Cape  Ann,  eni- 
|)li>ys  in  the  liihery,  at  the  great  bank,  about  I'orty  or  lilVy  yachts  and 
brigs,  'rhel'e  veilcls  are  ol  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
and  ten  tons  ;  make  in  general  three  voyages  iti  a  year,  if  they  conunencc 
lilhiug  in  March,  and  c«)ntiiuie  until  November,  when  the  lilhery  termi- 
nates. Hefore  the  war,  the  town  of  Cilouceller,  though  lels  i'i)nli(lerablc 
than  at  prel'ent.  employed  more  veffels  in  the  lilhery  than  at  this  time. 
This  dccrciife,  wliiih  leems  extraordinary,  linci-  the  number  of  Ihips 
built  in  this  port  is  much  greater  now  than  at  that  time,  originate* 
from  the  comparatively  greater  atbantages,  which  the  Ihip-owners  deri\c 
iVom  trade.  IJut  the  munber  of  towns,  which  Ihare  in  the  lilhery  on 
the  great  bank,  is  alio  more  conliderable  than  formerly  ;  lo  that  although 
the  lliare  of  lingle  places  in  the  lilhery  nvay  have  decrealed  within  thelc 
lall  fifteen  years,  yet  the  number  of  thole  that  lliare  in  it  has  greatly  en- 
crealed.  '.  •»'»  '     M 

Ikiidcs  the  fillury  on  the  great  bank,  the  eoafls  of  MalHichufetts,  and 
the  dilhlCt  of  Maine,  lurtulh  alii)  large  quantities  of  lloek  lilh.  They 
are  neither  ii)  large,  nor  U)  pieatiful.  as  at  the  great  bank ;  yet  this  lilliery 
ntlords  uleful  employment  to  a  conliderable  number  of  lliips,  \>hich  pro- 
ceed only  live  ov  i\\  miles  from  the  coall.  return  home  every  week,  and 
are  not  expoled  lo  the  lanu  danger  as  Ihips  ej\gaged  in  the  other  lilhery, 
which  mix  their  filh  with  thole  that  are  caught  near  Newfomullatui. 

The  road  of  Cape  Aim  liis  li)uth-well  from  the  Cape.  It  is  capacious 
and  I'afe.  On  a  conmianthng  eminence  on  the  coall,  a  fort  is  now 
conlhiuiing,  whiih  will  moll  etl"ei.M>ially  protcd  both  the  road  and  its 
entrance.  Within  the  fort  a  block-houlc-  is  built,  the  lower  part t)f  which 
fcrves  for  a  powdec-magu/ine ;  ami  that  part,  which  is  dcllincd  to  be  in- 
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habited  by  the  garrium,  is  built  with  To  much  care,  thut  in  all  probability  it 
will  be  b()mb-prcM>t'.  i'li 

The  ti)wn  ol'  (ilouccllcr,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  hay,  is  {tlcafant, 
th<)uji,h  not  regular.  It  contains  a  nunibcr  of  (lores  or  (hops,  and  a 
conliderable  proportion  of  good  ho»i(es.  Like  all  the  other  fmall  towns 
around,  it  has  an  air  of  brifk  and  thriving  induliry.  i 

In  the  year  I  /(M,  eoninioditiesto  the  valueof  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thonland  eight  liundred  and  lifty  dollars  were  exported  out  of'Ghniccftcr ; 
but  its  ex])orts  for  the  preient  year  will  ll  aroely  anioimt  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thouliind  dollars.  Its  chief  trading  intercourle  is  with  the 
Well:  Indies.  ,      ;.i|..'    'S      ••      "    .i  '  f»      ..t.  j  .■    i.n>^.'i.  . 

Wc  have  ohtaitied  little  new  liilormation  in  the  courfe  of  our  voyage 
thither.  Wc  came  on  board  a  vclVel  belonging  to  St.  (Jeorge's  River, 
which  ufually  takes  in  its  ladiiig  there.  'Vhr.  principal  conunercial  bufi- 
neJs  of  the  province  ol  Maine  conlills  in  the  exportation  of  timber  to  Bof- 
ton  It  is  conveyid  in  finall  yachts  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  burthen  :  liimetimes  brigs  and  (chooners are  employed.  The  yachts 
are,  however,  preferred,  becauii'  they  are  lighter  than  the  others,  and  can 
be  na\  igated  by  fewer  hands.  At  times  thef  yachts  will  proceed  as  tar  as 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  or  Charleltown.  From  thcfl; 
places  they  are  always  freighted  back  with  a  new  cargo,  by  which  the 
profits  of  the  voyage  are  incrcafiil.  FromlJollon  they  mud  return  empty, 
and  tlureli)re  lefs  readily  undertake  that  voyage.  The  clear  profits  of  a 
hngic  vo\age  were  elllmated  at  fixty-iix  dollars.  One  of  thcfc  velfels. 
ma<li-,  l.ilt  year,  iixteen  or  leventeen  voyagis  ;  juid  the  owner's  neat  gains 
for  that  length  oliiini-  amounted  to  between  one  thoufand  and  hfty-lix 
and  one  thouliind  one  luuuhtd  and  twehe  dollar.;  while  the  coll  (tf  the 
\elh'l  waslVom  three  thouliind  to  three  thoulinul  tl;rce  hunihed  and  lifty 
dollars.  When  the  timber  is  uncommonly  excellent  in  its  tjuality,  the 
profits  are  greater.  The  retvirns  arc  alio  unufually  good  from  cargoes  of 
line,  of  which  there  begins  to  l»c  aluuulance  found  in  the  province  of 
Maine.     W'hei^  the  population  of.thi*  province  Ihall  ha\c  adetpiatcly  in- 
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creafed,  and  its  quarries  Ihall  be  wrought  in  a  due  proportion,  it  will 
then  find  a  very  ample  fource  ol^  wealth  in  the  exportation  of  its  lime 
l^OllC.        •'     ■'      ".  '     "^  ''     »"  y;  "^t  r,ir  \  .-■_  .■;''  ,!  fjw  f  *  t-.  i  . 

The  M-ifcl  in  wliich  \vc  failed  was  dirty  and  incommodious.  Like  the 
reft  of  thi.3  craft,  it  was  fitted  for  the  reception  of  goods,  not  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  few  cafual  paiTcngers.  But  the  attentions  of  the 
captain  made  every  thing  as  agreeable  as  poflible  to  u».  It  is  to  be  ob- 
Icrvcd,  that  thcfe  velTcls  very  often  go  without  a  lading,  and  many  times 
return  even  \\  Ithout  ballad ;  a  condition  of  the  lliip,  which  makes  pru- 
dence and  vigilance  in  the  captain  peculiarly  nccefTary.  Our  food,  during 
the  Ihort  voyage,  conlifted  chiefly  of  fifli,  which  vvc  caught  ourfelves.  Of 
thcfe  there  is  on  the  coafts  fuch  plenty,  that  before  your  line  has  been 
caft  two  minutes,  you  are  fure  to  have  a  filh  on  your  hook,  which  will 
weigh,  at  the  leaft,  two  pounds,  often  not  Icfs  than  twelve  pounds.  They 
are  of  the  fpecics  of  the  cod  fifli  and  the  halibut ;  the  cod  filh  are 
larger,  and  worfc  in  their  flavour  than  thofe  of  many  other  places.  On 
thefe  coafts,  efpecially  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  lie  a  number  of  iflets. 
At  the  mouth  of  St.  George's  River  there  appears  a  multitude  of  thclc  of 
almoft  every  diverfity  of  fize  and  figure  :  fcarccly  one  of  them  is  under 
cultivation.  Mod  of  them  belong  to  the  (late.  Thcfe  coads  arc  all, 
more  or  Icfs,  inhabited.  The  tide  is  faid  to  flow  up  St.  George's  River, 
for  the  fpacc  of  two  and  twenty  miles.  To  the  difltance  of  fifteen  miles 
from  its  mouth,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad. 
It  there  empties  itlclf  into  a  bay  of  nearly  the  fame  breadth ;  after  which 
it  is  fuddenly  contraded  into  a  bed  fcarcely  thirty  fathoms  from  one  fide 
to  the  other.  ^  .. 


■.II' 


THOMAS  TOWN.— GENERAL  KNOX  AND  IlIS  FAMILY. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  wide  bay  (lands  the  houfe  of  General  Knox, 
From  its  front  there  is  a  truly  intercfting  profpcA  of  the  river,  for  an  ex- 
tent of  nine  miles.  The  houfe  is  agreeably  fituatcd  on  a  declivity,  which 
rifes  with  a  gentle  elevation  from  the  river-iidc,     Almoft  all  the  adjacent 
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lands  have  been,  for  a  longer  or  a  ftiortcr  time,  under  cultivation.  The 
natural  fertility  of  the  foil  has  been  confiderably  improved,  and  it  affords 
pafture  to  numerous  herds  of  black  cattle  and  flocks  of  flieep.  The 
dwelling-houfes  around  arc  frequent ;  and  out  of  a  hundred  that  may 
be  feen  at  the  (jeneral's  refidence,  there  arc  hardly  half  a  dozen  log- 
houfes.  The  Gcnci-al's  houfe  is  a  handfomc,  though  not  a  magnificent 
ftruAure ;  neatly,  if  not  fumptuoufly  fumiilied  ;  fufficicntly  fpacious  and 
convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  a  numerous  family,  with  additional 
lodging  for  the  occafional  reception  of  fcvcn  or  eight  friends,  or  even 
more ;  who,  however  uncxpeded  their  coming,  would  not  fail  to  find 
themfelves  as  comfortabl}'  entertained  as  they  could  defire. 

The  General  poifefles,  in  right  of  his  wife,  a  very  extenfive  landed  eftatc, 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Waldo  Patent.  The  right  of  the  pro- 
perty of  this  eftatc  is  derived  either  from  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  which 
was  made  towards  th«  end  of  the  laft  century  by  the  family  of  Waldo,  from 
whom  Mrs.  Knox  is  a  dercendcnt ;  or  from  a  fubfequent  agreement  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  fame  family  of  Waldo.  Tliis  agreement  was 
at  that  time  ratified  by  the  King  of  England,  then  fovcreign  of  this  part 
of  America ;  and,  fmce  the  revolution,  it  has  been  declared  valid  by  the 
ftate  of  MafiTachufetts.  The  G«;ncral  has  acquired  likewife  a  large  eftatc 
by  purchafe,  which  lies  contiguous  to  the  former.  He  enjoys  both  thcfc 
cftates,  therefore,  under  every  right  of  tenure  by  which  property,  can  be 
rendered  unqucftionably  fecure.  Of  this  great  eftatc,  a  thoufand  acres 
have  been  inherited  from  the  Waldocs,  the  anceftors  of  Mrs.  Kr.ox  ;  a  fa- 
mily, of  which  the  male  line  is  now  extinv^l :  the  reft  is  the  a.quifition 
of  her  hufoand,  the  Gcncnil.  But,  bcfides  this,  a  number  of  famille* 
have,  at  diftcrcnt  .'^'•iies,  cftabliflied  themfelves  on  Waldo's  Patent,  with- 
out any  authority,  i"»vc  that  they  met  with  no  oppofitlon  in  the  attempt, 
at  a  time  when  the  tnx^  which  remained  undivided,  was  not  I;cpt  under  thr 
particular  infpetition  of  any  pcrfbn,  who  might  have  proteded  the  rights 
of  the  original  proprietors.  Moft  of  thcfc  cncroachers  have  fettled  near 
the  coaft.     Tiic  advantage  of  a  rich  fiflicry  firft  drew  them  hither,  and 
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was  long  their  only  fourcc  ot*  emolument.  By  degrees  they  culti\  atci.!- 
fome  fpots  of  ground,  bcfide  their  huts.  The  foil  was  found  to  be  fertile  ; 
and  it  afforded  them  an  abundant  increafe.  To  the  firft  fimplc  huta  fiic- 
ceeded  houfes  of  firmer  ftrudure,  and  a  better  appearance ;  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  cftate  of  Waldo's  Patent,  along  the  fca-coafl  and  the  fhore  of 
St.  George's  River,  and  for  about  half  a  mile  inland,  is  now  almoll  eiw 
tircly  occupied,  and  under  cultivation.  The  richcft  part  of  this  territory 
is  in  the  poflefTion  of  perfons  who  have  no  jufl  right  to  it.  The  value  of 
the  productions  of  the  foil,  and  the  advantages  of  a  fituation  (b  contigu- 
ous to  the  river  and  the  fea-coaft,  make  their  lot  extremely  defirablc. 
The  General's  right  to  difpoifcfs  thcfe  intruders  is  umjueftionable.  13ut, 
this  right  is  eafier  to  be  proved  than  to  be  made  efFedi\e  ;  for  there  arc 
perhaps  a  thoufand  families  who,  if  it  were  to  be  carried  into  force,  would 
be  Itrippcd  of  their  poflelTions.  Mofl:  of  them  are  well  aware,  that  they 
came  hither,  and  formed  their  fettlements,  without  having  acquired  any 
pre\  ions  right  to  the  lands  which  they  chofe  to  occup)-.  They  knew 
not  then,  indeed,  that  thofe  lands  belonged  to  General  Knox  or  to  the 
Waldo  family  ;  but  fuppofed  this  to  be  an  uninhul)ited  territor)',  formerly 
of  the  Crown  of  England,  and  lince,  of  the  State  of  Mafl'achulctts.  The 
example  of  fo  many  others,  who  had  no  more  right  than  themfclves,  en- 
couraged, and  feenied  to  authorilc  tiiem  to  fettle  at  thfcir  pleafure.  In  lb 
doing,  they  intended  no  incroachmcnt  upon  the  property  of  the  General ; 
and,  fince  the  commencement  of  their  rcfidence  here,  they  have  im- 
proved their  ground  by  their  care  and  labour,  ami  ha\e  adluully  bellowed 
the  better  part  of  that  which  conftitutes  its  prcdiit  miIuc,  lor  the  lands 
adjacent  are  by  no  means  of  ecjiuil  fertility.  Tliefe  confiderutions  cannot, 
indeed,  invcfl  them  with  a  clear  title  to  their  pdiicllions,  yetgixe  thcni; 
certainly,  a  claim  to  indulgence.  A  great  proprietor,  who  ihould  pre- 
tend to  overlook  thole  facets,  would  delervedly  incur  the  blame  of  bale 
and  difiioneft  lilfillitKls.  He  might  expoie  himfelf,  even  while  fuccels- 
ful,  in  vindicatin;!  his  rights  betbrc  a  court  of  juitice,  to  the  general  rclcnt- 
mcnt  of  the  whole  countrj-.    And  by  his  fuccefs,  even  his  own  pecuniar) 
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interefts  might  be  injured  in  confequence  of  the  confufion,  the  diffeiifions, 
the  difpcrfiort,  and  the  clamours,  which  would,  in  fuch  a  country  as  this, 
cnfuc. 

Of  the  inipurtancc  of  thcfc  confiderations  General  Knox  is  fully  fcnfi- 
ble  ;  and  he  has  been  gulilcd  by  them  in  his  condu<5l  towards  this  numer- 
ous clafs  ofpcrfons  ufurping  the  poflellion  of  his  cilates.  None  of  them 
denies  his  title.  Some  are  willing,  on  this  account,  to  fell  him  a  part  of 
their  plantations,  at  a  very  low  price  ;  and  with  them  he  comes  to  an 
eafy  compromife.  Others  wilh  to  acquire  a  legal  right  to  their  poflcf- 
fions  ;  and  with  them  he  agrees,  that,  for  the  payment  of  a  fmall  fum, 
they  Ihall  remain  proprietors,  each  of  a  hundred  acres  of  land,  >vhich  is 
reckoned,  in  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  to  be  a  farm  fufficient  for  the 
fupport  of  a  family.  Thus  complying  with  circumitunces,  he  is  careful 
neither  to  attack  the  interefts  of  particular  individuals,  nor  to  fet  him- 
felf  in  oppofition  to  the  prejudices  of  the  country  ;  and  the  fagacity  of  his 
management  cannot  fail  to  be,  in  the  end,  produdive  of  the  moft  advan- 
tageous confequcnccs. 

In  this  territory,  it  feems  to  me,  that  no  perfiMi  can  fail  to  thrive,  who 
poffeflcs  fo  eminently,  the  qualities  of  intelligence,  prudence,  and  adivity, 
together  with  a  fufficient  capital,  to  lay  out  in  improvements. 

Thefe  neceflkry  fubdivifions  of  his  cftate  can  only  ierve  to  make  it  all 
one  fcene  of  profperous  hufbandry  and  abundant  population,  fooner  than 
the  worthy  owner  could  otherwife  have  expeciled.  So  much  do  I  know 
of  his  character  and  talents,  and  fo  freely  did  he  explain  iiis  plans  to  mc, 
that  I  cannot  but  hope  as  warmly,  as  I  lincerely  wilh,  the  happieft 
confequences  to  his  affairs  and  to  the  country,  to  refult  from  them  both. 
At  the  fame  time,  it  feems  to  be  indifpenfibly  recjuifitc  to  their  fuccefs, 
that  they  be  profecuted  with  unwearied  and  unalterable  perfevcrance. 
At  the  dillancc  of  Philadelphia,  and  amidft  other  bufmels,  it  will  be  im- 
polliblc  to  give  the  due  attention  to  their  advancement.  A  refidcncc  on 
the  fpot  is  abfolutely  neceflury.  But,  with  this,  attention  and  a^iti^ity 
cannot  fail  to  furmount  every  obllacle  ;  and  the  happicft  event  muft  in- 
fallibly cnfuc.  General  Knox  is  fully  lisnfiblc  of  all  this ;  and  jjas^  there- 
fore 
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tore,  retired  from  that  public  bufinefs,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  for 
five  and  twenty  years  of  his  life,  with  great  honour  to  himfclf,  and  to 
which  he  gcneroufly  facrificcd  a  part  of  his  fortune.  He  has  even  refolved 
to  decline  attending  the  winter-meetings  of  the  legiflaturc  of  the  State  of 
MaiTachufetts.  Thus,  from  a  fuccefsful  career  in  political  life,  he  turn» 
himfelf  to  augment  and  improve  a  fair  cilate,  in  confequent  c  of  which 
he  may  probably  leave  immcnic  wealth  to  his  family.  Cun  a  man  know 
a  pail  life  of  more  agreeable  rctrofpct^,  in  coimexion  with  future  prof- 
pedls  more  fair  and  promifmg  ? 


A    MOUE    PAUTICULAR    ACCOUNT    OF    THE 

'  •*  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE. 

.1,/  "     •     t      !      ^ 

At  prefent,  the  trade  of  St.  George's  River  is  neither  remarkably  brilk., 
nor  very  gainful ;  and  a  dozen  petty  merchants  rcfidcnt  in  Warren, 
Thomaftown,  and  Waldoborough,  are  proprietors  of  almoft  all  the  fliip- 
ping.  The  captain  of  a  (liip  has,  commonly,  a  (hare  in  the  prt)pcrty  of 
her.  The  merchants  have  fliops  ;  and  exchange  their  goods,  with  great 
advantage,  for  pro\ ifion,  \\ ith  which  they  arc  ilipplicd  by  the  countr}- 
pcoplc,  and  wood  for  exportation,  w  ith  which  they  freight  their  velfels. 
But,  though  the  nccef  itics  of  the  people,  and  the  advantage  with  which 
tliefe  merchants  can  difpofc  of  their  goods,  might  encourage  them  to  a 
more  extenfi>  e  trade  in  wood,  they  rarely  procure  more  ol'  it,  in  fpring, 
than  will  ferve  their  domeftic  purpofcs,  and  hide  a  fmgle  wiVa)  They 
fcarcely  ever  freight  any  number  of  vclfels  \%  ith  this  commodity.  Th-ir 
profits  arife  chiefly  from  the  retail  faic  of  tlicir  goods,  and  from  tlu. 
freight  which  they  fometimes  receiNC,  in  conlct^ucnce  of  ha\ing  a  fhurc 
in  a  Ihip.  j         »     >  i 

The  roll:  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  fmall  land-holders  and  the 
Ihip-captains.  Every  colonift  fells,  in  winter,  a  certain  quantity  of 
t^cc^,  which  he  either  chops  up  into  billets,  or  carries  to  the  law-mill. 
Thefe  produvJls  of  the  country  he  delivers  to  the  captain,  to  carry  them 
to  Bolloii,  aj^d  fell  them  there  on  his  account ;  if  want  of  money  do 

not 
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not  oblige  him  to  difpofc  of  them  to  the  merchants  on  the  f|)ot.  The 
freight  of  the  timber,  and  of  thofe  other  produfts  which  the  country 
adjacent  to  St.  George's  River  affords  for  exportation,  is  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  different  articles.  It  is,  however,  no 
umifual  thing  for  the  perfuns  ihipping  cargoes,  to  agree,  that  the  cap- 
tains fliall  receive,  as  freight,  a  fourth  part  of  the  price,  which  the  com- 
modities (hall  fetch  in  the  market.  This  the  captain  divi,dcs  with  his 
owners ;  referring  to  himfelf  one-half.  Out  of  this  he  fupports  and 
pays  the  iliip's  crew,  for  the  voyage.  The  owner  of  the  cargo  is  to  re- 
ceive three-fourths  cut  of  its  whole  proceeds.  It  often  happens,  that 
the  clear  profit  out  of  thefe  three-fourths  is  not  equal  to  that  one-fourth 
which  was  paid  for  the  freight.  The  prime  coft  of  a  cargo,  for  indance, 
ihall  be  a  hundred  dollars ;  it  ihall  be  fold  in  Boilon  for  a  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  :  out  of  this  fum,  forty-five  dollars  go  to  pay  the 
freight ;  and  the  clear  gain  to  the  exporter,  after  the  value  of  the  goods 
is  deduced,  will,  then,  be  no  more  than  thirty-five  dollars.  It  is,  in- 
deed, true,  that  the  proprietors  of  thefe  fmall  cargoes  fupply  their  timber 
out  of  their  own  woods  ;  convey  it  to  the  fhore  upon  their  own  fledges, 
drawn  by  their  own  oxen,  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  nccclTarlly  cm- 
ployed  in  other  work  ;  and  reckon  nothing  for  their  own  labour,  by 
all  which  their  fmall  profits  arc  fomewhat  enhanced.  It  is  likewife  true, 
that,  as  the  felling  and  removing  of  the  trees  clears  the  ground  for  agri- 
culture, however  little  the  timber  may  bring,  its  exportation  is  dill  to  be 
regarded  as  confiderably  advantageous. 

When  the  proprietor  of  the  cargo  is,  at  the  fame  time,  owner  of  the 
vcfTcl,  he  then  allows  the  captain  one-half  of  the  clear  profit,  o\  or  and 
above  the  prime  coft  of  the  commodity.  But,  of  this,  1  beliete,  there  is 
no  inftance  in  St.  George's  River.  In  that  cafe,  whether  the  goods  be 
the  produce  of  the  exjwrtcr's  own  lauds,  or  be  purchafed  by  him  for  cx- 
pcirtution,  he  fixes  a  certain  medium  }»rice,  which  muft  firrt  be  dedudcd 
before  the  captain  can  come  in  for  liis  Iharc.  Wlien  the  prime  coll  of  a 
cargo  is  four  hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  {()ld  again  for  fix  hundred,  the  cap- 
tain tlu"i\  receives  one  hui)drcd  dollars,  and  the  merchant  and  owner  of 
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Middleton,  this  v«ryy<jar.  Other  iliips,  befide  thcfc,  belong  alfo  to  Weit- 
ficld,  but  the  reft  were  out  at  fea. 

Midlcton  is  the  market-town  to  which  the  farmers  from  tlie  northern 
parts  of  New  YoAMalTachufetts,  jmd  Vermont,  bring  for  fale,  thofc 
liorfe^,  mules,  and  black  cattle  which  they  can  fpare,  to  be  exported  to 
the  Weft  India  ifles.  Some  fmall  veffels  take  on  board  their  cargoes  at 
Middleton  ;  b\at.  New  London,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  th^i  more, 
iiiual  place  for  lading.  Hartford  ih^res  with  Middleton  in  the  advan- 
tages of  this  cattle-market.  Middleton  is  a  handfome  town,  not  inele- 
gantly built,  and  has  trees  planted  along  its  ftreets,  but  is  not  one-fourth 
part  as  large  as  Hartford.  This  fmall  plqicc  has  but  few  ihips.  ,  IV^iddieton 
is,  however,  the  feat  of  the  cuftom-hoi^fe  for  this  diftridt,  on  a<:count  odta 
nearnefs  to  the  inouth  of  the  river,  from  which  it  is  ndt  more  than  twenty- 
nine  or  thirty  miles  diftant.  When  the  tide  has  flowpd  in,  to  its  groateft 
height,  there  is  from  nine  to  ten  feet  depth  of  water  at  Middleton.    ts:  ■  jt/ 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  this  town,  these  is  a  leaid-mine  which 
is  faid  to  Vyc  been  wrought  amid  the  neceftlties  of  the  late  war.  But, 
it  is  fo  poor  in  ore,  that  the  working  of  it  would  r^ijU  the  proprietory  even 
though  the  price  of  labour  were  cheaper.  <r»rf<  Uf«r  «7f^*N>f>  }^«vjnivfij  i,*><ift 

The  exports  from  Middleton  amounted,  in  the  year  1 705,  to  tlie  value 
of  thirty-one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars.,  It  was 
•only  in  the  year  1794  that  the  cuftom-houfe  was  eftablilhed  here*  A 
bank  was  inftituted  in  Middleton  in  the  month  of  OAober  17Q5.  Its 
capital  confifts  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ;  and,  by  its  conftitution* 
may  be  augmented  to  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The  regulations 
for  its  management  arc  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  bank  of  Hartford. 
No  dividend  has,  as  yet,  been  paid  to  the  proprietors, 

Middleton  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  jiame.  I  The 
whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  county  is  about  nineteen  thoufand,  of 
whom  two  hundred  are  flaves.„,,^^fjjj^,   ,  .  •  aij)  iim>li: 

From  Middleton,  the  highway  Ipads  on  toward  Newhavcn,  between 
the  river  and  the  hills  which  rife"  on  each  tide,  in  a  parallel  diredton,  and 
at  no  great  diftance  from  its  bimks.     The  afpc<^  of  this  trail  of  country 
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is  little  interefting ;  it  is  but  thinly  inhabited ;  its  fields  difplay  no  lively 

verdure ;  its  cultivation  is  negligent ;  its  general  appearance  is  difagree- 

able.     Here  is  a  greater  fhow  of  wood,  confifling  chiefly  of  oaks,  and 

exhibiting  no  pines.     Such  is  the  ftate  of  the  coijfc-y,  to  -within  ten 

miles  of  Nevy^haven.     The  way  i«  fomctimes  ftony ;  fometimes  merely 

Tandy.     When   you  come   within  ten  miles  of  Newbavcn,   the  hills 

gradually  fublide ;  and  you  pafs  along  a  tratSt  of  morafs.     The  paias 

requifite  to  make  the  road  firm  and  dry,  though  it  might  have  bcert 

iiafily  fuccefsful,  appears  to  have  been  negleAed.     The  tide  rifcs  to 

\vithin  four  miles  of  Newhaven ;  and  often  fo  fwdls  the  fmall  river  of  the 

ifame  name,  as  to  make  it  fpread  over  the  highway.     To-day  it  was  dif- 

tufed  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile.     Were  the  land  here  lefs  marfliy) 

tind  lefs  frequently  flooded  ;  yet  the  foil  is  landy  and  incapable  of  fertility. 

Somt  filver  fifs  arc  thinly  fcattei-cd  over  this  tra<ft,  and  make  but  a  poor 

appearance.     It  has  not  the  appeatance  of  a  territory  fit  for  tillage,  butr 

^ay  anfwer  well  enough  for  pafture-land, 

"■■e'U  kwi'hii'ilmrhi 
NEWHAVEN.  ■    -  •  ■    'r^^ 

The  towtf  of  Newhaven  covers  a  pretty  large  fpace  of  ground;  for,  its 
houfcs  arc  detached,  by  coniiderable  intervals,  irom  one  another.  A 
number  of  corn-fields  lie  in  the  very  middle  of  the  town.  The  ftrects 
crojs  one  another  at  right  angles,  and  are  fliaded  with  mws  of  trees. 
The  houfes  are  almoft  all  of  wood,  and  there  is  none  of  them  handfome. 
Two  great  ftone  buildings,  belonging  to  the  college,  with  the  church  and 
the  aflembly-houle,  ftanding  round  the  church-yard,  compose  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  town. 

But,  the  afpcil  of  this  town  is,  Y)n  the  whole,  pleafing.  Its  fituation 
fccms  to  be  a  heiilthy  One  ;  and,  it  is  believed,  that  the  proportion  of 
Annual  deaths  is,  at  lead  as  fmall  here  as  in  any  other  town  belonging  to 
the  United  Stitfs.  Yet,  the  yellow  fever  made  great  havock  in  this 
place  lall:  year ;  and,  in  the  prcfent  year,  many  have  been  fwcpt  ofl^  by 
•an  epidemic  dyfentery,  both  here  and  in  Hartford.  Of  one  hundred  and 
Sifty  pcrfons  who  died  here  in  the  montlis  of  Auguft,  September,  and 
^*    '  .  3X  O(ibbor, 
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Odlobcr,  out  of  a  populution  of  five  thoufand  fouls,  ninety-five  died 
of  a  dyi'entcry. 

The  harbour  lies  on  an  arm  of  the  fea,  about  four  miles  in  length, 
which  is  formed  bcfeween  Long-Ifland  and  the  m^ain-Iand :  but  it  i&-dry, 
when  the  tide  has  ebbed ;  fo  that,  till  a  new  quay  fliall  be  built,  Ihips 
cannot  conveniently  take  in  their  cargoes  here.  The  flowing  tide,  how- 
ever, fills  this  harbour  with  fix,  and  ordinarily  with  four  feet  of  water. 
The  anchorage,  though  worfe  than  that  at  New  London,  is,  however, 
pretty  good. 

No  fewer  than  fifty  fliips  belong  to  this  port.  Only  one  of  thefc  fails 
to  Europe :  Another  makes  its  voyages  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  cargoes 
of  wood,  oxen,  mules  and  horfes>  which  arc  fijpplied  from  the  adjacent 
country  to  the  diftance  of  forty  miles  round.  The  remaining  veflels 
are  engaged  In  the  coafting-trade,  particularly  with  New  York.  The  ex- 
ports from  Ncwhavcn  amounted,  in  the  year  1791,  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars ;  in  1 792,  to  two 
hundred  and  feven  thoufand  and  forty-one  dollars ;  in  1 793,  to  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fevcn  dollars ;  in 
1 704,  to  one  hundred  and  feventy-onc  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty- 
hinc  dollars ;  in  1 7Q5,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thoujfand  and 
eighty-two  dollarsit vSrfl?  lit  /ifWiirji 


M  I'-.-*    »»*'■*    I. 


*>■  The  whole  of  the  veflels  in  the  harbour  does  not  exceed  three  thou- 
iand  tons.  Eight  packet-boats,  failing  regularly  between  Newhaven  and 
New  York,  conVey  to  the  latter  a  great  part  of  the  imports  from  the 
ifles,  together  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  grain,  which  grows  in  the 
country  about  Newhaven,  but  cannot  be  here  fold.  The  capitals  of  the 
merchants  about  Newhaven  appear  to  be  fmaller  than  thofe  of  the  mer- 
chants in.  any  other  fea-port  town  of  ConneAicut.  Not  one  of  them  is, 
alone,  mafter  of  a  whole  fhip.  The  number  of  owners  is  fuch,  that  they 
never  think  of  infuring  a  veflel.  When  any  unlucky  accident  happens, 
the  lofs  being  divided  among  many  owners,  is  but  a  little  to  each.  Yet, 
within  thefe  laft  two  years,  the  lofTes  both  by  fliipwreck  and  capture, 
have  been  fo  great,  that  the  pnerchants  of  Newhaven  begin,  like  others. 
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to  find  it  prudfent  to  mfurc.     Trade  has  been,  for  thcfe  fome  years,  with- 
out either  declining  or  encrcafing,  in  this  place ;  and  the  cafe  has  been 
the  fame  with  the  population.     The  f«il  is,  ^ncrally,  rich  about  New- 
haven.     When  fufficiently  manured,  it  yields  fifty  bulhcls  of  maize,  an 
acre ;  and  there  is  a  great  abundance  of  fca-weeds,  which,  in  mixture 
with  common  dung,  are  ufed  as  a  very  fertilizing  manure.     Much  land, 
in  this  neighbourhood,  is  covered  with  xcy  old  and  indifferent  wood, 
wliich  makes  it  not  eafily  fufceptible  of  agricultural  improvement.    Near 
the  town,  the  price  of  land  is  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  dollars  an  acre. 
Labourers  receive  four  or  five  (hillings  a  day,  and  in  fnmmer,  twelve  dollars 
•d  month,  or  for  the  whole  fummer  months,  eighty  dollars  as  their  wages, 
the  cattle  are  of  middling  quality.     The  beft  pair  of  oxen  in  the  country 
may  be  had  for  fixty  dollars.      "^W^:  ^^^^s:^  ^"^  rtasu  unan^^  i  .j;'^^ 

•^  The  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  is  not  great.  Moft  of 
-them  have  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  fupply  provifion?.  for  their 
families.  Thefe  fmall  pofleffions  in  the  hands  of  the  town's-pcoplc, 
make  it  impoflible  for  thofe  who  have  a  furplus  of  produce,  to  find  a  fiilc 
for  it  in  Newhavcn ;  it  is,  accordingly,  fcnt  to  New  York.  A  more 
iliiking  confequence  of  this  economy,  is  the  ncglcd:  of  improving  agrl- 

•CllltUrC  '*     '"    u*>>i'vi^   -.A-ix^i't,     ft'jijrin^    J/     i -J  ,■     .   , -^'ij.  .  J   ;»«! . 

i  -Two  opulent  merchants,  about  a  year  fincc,  ere<^ed  a  cotton-work  at 

"the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the  town.  The  fpinning-cngine  is  put  in 
motion  by  water ;  but  the  weaving  is  performed  entirely  by  human  la- 
bour. A  great  number  of  people  are  employed  ;  but  the  dereli($lion  of 
this  manufa<^ire  may  be  foretold,  as  its  fuccefs  is  oppofed  by  all  the  ob- 
ftacles  common  in  fimilar  cafes.  Bcfidcs,  the  cxpcnce  upon  the  build- 
ings has  been  far  tbo  confiderable.  ...-;  ^ ..  - u;.^ 

A  bank  was  ere<flcd  in  Newhavcn,  in  the  month  of  0(5lober  1 7912.  Its 
capital  is  one  hundred  thoufund  dollars ;  and  is  div  idcd  into  two  hun- 
dred fhares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  It  began  to  tranfaft  bwfinefs, 
only  in  the  year  1795.     Thefirft  dividend  upon  the  fiiarcs,  is  to  be"^ald 

.  n  January  1797*  Shares  in  it  are  now  at  a  premium  of  five  dollars 
above  the  original  price.     Money  is  faid  to  have  been  fb  fcarcc,  in  this 

J  Hi  ^        '  3X2,  place, 
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place,  before  the  mflitution,  that  what  can  be  now  obtained  at  the  m- 
tcrcA  of  four  dollars  a  month  for  the  principal  fum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, wa&  not  then,  to  b&  had  for  kfs  than  four  pet  cent,  a  month,  with, 
fccurity. 

The  ravages  of  the  Engfifh^  during  the  war,  ruined  the  people  of  New- 
haven,  who,  to  rtiake  up  for  their  loflcs,  turned  ufurers.  The  c{lablifh> 
ment  of  the  bank  put  an  end  to  the  trade  of  ufury.  The  intereft  ©f 
money  ia  now  reduced  to  one  or  one  one-half  per  cent  monthly,  to  the 
money-lenders;  and  to«  them,  none  have  recourfc,  &ve  iueh  a»  have  no 
credit  with  the  bank. 

Near  Newhaven  are  ftill  (hewn  the  rocks,  among  which  Golf  and 
Wapley,  two  of  the  judges  that  ccmdemned  Charles  the  firft  o(  Eng- 
land, lay  concealed  from  the  fcarch  which  was  made  for  them,  by  the 
command  of  CharJes  the  iecond.  Here  is,  alio,  a  bridge,  under  whici* 
they  remained  for  fome  days,  while  the  foWicrs,  their  purfuers,  fought 
them  backward  and  forward,-Above. 

There  is,  in  Newhaven,  a  college  of  considerably  old  inflitution,  which: 
is  faid  to  afford  as  good  inftruftion  for  youth,  as  any  other  feminaiy  in 
the  whole  United  States.  To  this  college  belongs  a  Wbrdty  of  two  or 
three  thousand  volumes,  with  a  cabinet  of  fpccimens  of  natural  hiftory,. 
and  a  fmall  mufeum,  which  receives,  every  year,  great  additions,  and 
muil  foon  become  very  confiderable.  There  are  in  the  town,  one  Epi:f- 
copal,  and  three  Prclbyterian  churches. 

The  town  is  affirmed  to  have  been  damaged  by  Commodore  Try  on, 
in  the  year  1770,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou/and 
dollars.  It  is  the  head-town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  naAc.  The 
county  contains  about  thirty-three  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  four 
hundred  are  flaves.  ^ 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  CONNECnCUT. 
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The  Englifli  colony  by  which  Conncfticut  was  firft  occupied,  arrived 
in  the  year  l633.  They  had  a  patent,  granted  to  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  the  year  l03O.    They  had  to  con- 
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tend  with  the  Indians,  who  would  not  rellnqu'ifh  their  territories  ta 
ftrangers  without  a  ftruggfc.  In  1 C02,  the  colony  of  Conne<fticut  ob- 
tained a  charter,  which  fixed  the  form<  of  their  future  government.  The 
people  were  enthufiaftic  Pre(byterians,  and  lived  in  implicit  fubmiffion. 
to  their  mimfters.  No  perfon  could  be,  here/ a  freeman,  without  belong- 
ing to  the  Prefbyterian  kirk ;  and  ncwae  but  ftecmcn  could  have  a  voice 
in  ele<^otts.      ..;■':;..    .r.-;., ' -.i^w.    ..-.r  -.',  ".>  ,:■    w-    >■'■'  •  ■,  . 

The  moft  exceflive  Intolerance,  the  moft  violent  perfecutloR,  enfued— - 
agalnft  the  Quakers  in  particular,  who  were  treated  as  the  worfl  of  here-- 
tics,  were  tofturcd,  baniOied,  abufcd  with  ftripes,  even<  put  to  death. 

At  prefent,  the  conilitution  of  the  ftate  of  Conne<Slieut,  is  the  fame  as 
before  the  revolution.  A  Ihort  ad:  declaratory  of  the- rights  of  the  people 
of  this  ftate,  mentions,  that  the  old  conilitution  eilabliflied  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  fecond,  is  ftiil  agreeable  to  the  people ;  that  the  privileges 
of  freemen>  and  the  admiffion  to  them,  ihall,  therefore,  remain  fuch  as 
they  were  before ;  that,  in  ihort,  there  Ihall  be  no  chaise,  except  tha 
abolition  of  regal  authority,  TTie  Legiflature  condfls  of  an  Under-houfe, 
or  Hou&  of  Repre&ntatives,  and  an  Upper-houfe,  or  Council.  Thefe 
two  liouies  umted  compofe  the  fupreme  judicial  tribunal  of  the  ftate,  be- 
fore which  all  fuits  at  law  may  be  brought  by  a  laft  appeal,  and  which 
has  power  to  mitigate  or  annul  all  fentences  of  inferior  judges.  The  Go- 
vernor and  Deputy-governor  are  elected  annually.  The  Governor  prc- 
iides  in  the  Council,  and  is  alfo  Sjpeaker  in  the  Hbufe  of  Reprefentatives : 
befide  which,  he  can  influence  the  voices  of  Icveral  other  members  of  the- 
Legiflature. 

The  meetings  of  the  Aflembly  t^e  place  in  the  months  of  May  and 
October.  The  members  of  the  iupreme  judicial  court  of  the  ftate,  thofe  of 
the  county  courts,  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  are  nominated  from  among 
the  members  of  the  legiflature.  The  firft  of  theie  three  claiTjs  of  judges 
xemain  in  oflke,  for  that  precife  length  of  time  for  which  chey  are  no- 
minated by  the  legiflature  :  The  two  laft  can  be  nominated  only  for  one- 
year,  but  m^y  be  re-appointed  at  the  end  of  that  time.  The  Governor 
.PT^Ttf  V  '  and. 
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and  the  Council  name  the  flierlfFs,  who  iiold  their  office  witliout  limita- 
tion as  to  its  continuance.  "^  -.J,->^^..  .; 
•  The  laws  of  England  are  the  foundation  of  thofe,  ias  well  of  Connec- 
ticut, as  of  almoft  all  the  reft  of  the  United  States.  Little  alteration  has 
been  made  upon  them.  The  law  concerning  the  fucceffion  to  the  pro- 
perty of  perfons  dying  inteftate,  is  entirely  that  of  England ;  it  is,  now, 
in  full  force,  throughout  all  the  American  ftates ;  and  it  provides,  that 
u  third  part  of  the  property  of  the  deceafcd  Ihall  belong  to  his  widow, 
and  that  the  remainder  Ihall  be  diftributed  in  equal  portions  among  his 
childrai ;  but  wdth  certain  reftri<-tions ;  fuch  as,  that  when  one  of  the 
children  dying  leaves  progeny,  or  in  any  iimilar  cafe,  his  part  is,  of  con- 
fequcnce,  to  be  again  diftributed.  The  laws  relative  to  debtors,  order 
the  fale  of  the  goods,  moveables,  and  lands  of  the  debtor,  when  a  debt 
cannot,  otherwife,  be  recovered  from  him,  and  even  allow  his  perfon  to 
be  arrefted,  in  cafe  of  infolvency.  The  criminal  law  has  all  the  feverity  of 
that  of  England.  One  article  (of  which  I  know  not  whether  it  be  atpre- 
fent  in  force  in  England,  as  it  is  one  of  the  old  laws  of  Connefticut)  or- 
dains, that  whofbever  fliall  deny  the  cxiftenecof  God,  or  the  myftery  of  the 
blcflcd  Trinity,  or  the  divine  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  fliall  be  held 
unfit  for  any  public  office,  till  he  repent  and  acknowledge  his<;rror;  and 
that,  in  cafe  of  rclapfe,  after  fuch  repentance,  he  fliall  be  put  out  of  the 
prote6lion  of  the  law.  The  laws  refpedting  marriage  authorife  divorce, 
in  the  cafes  of  adultery,  or  marriage  w  ithin  the  forbidden  degrees  of  con- 
fanguinity.  If  a  man  and  his  wife  have  been  parted  for  feven  years,  by 
the  abfcncc  of  one  or  the  other  of  them  beyond  feas ;  or  if  either  party  go 
upon  a  fca-voyage  thBt  is  to  be  of  three  months  continuance,  and  in  a 
fliip  of  which  news  cannot  be  received  within  Icis  than  three  months ;  or 
if  there  be  reafon  to  believe  that  either  of  the  two  parties  has  been  loft 
upon  fuch  a  voyage ;  then  the  other  party,  whether  man  or  woman,  go- 
ing before  a  magiftratc,  and  prefenting  latisfadory  evidence  of  thefe  fa<fts, 
may  obtain  from  him,  if  he  fliall  judge  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
to  require  it,  a  final  dilTolution  of  the  marriage.  This  law  condemns  any 
^-  ;  perfon, 
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perfon,  whether  man  or  woman,  that  fhall  put  on  the  drefs  proper  to  the 
other  fex,  to  pay  a  fine  of  feventy-five  dollars.      '  ,   .  ,    ^ 

Adultery,  till  the  year  1 784,  was  liable  to  be  puniflicd  with  death  t 
It  is  now  puniihed  only  with  public  whipping,  and  with  the  fearing  of  a 
red-hot  iron  on  the  forehead.  R^e  is  pud^ed  with  death,  upon  the 
oath  of  the  woman  by  whom  it  has  been  fuffered,  and  at  her  exprefs  rc- 
queft :  but  there  is  no  inftance  of  the  execution  of  this  law ;  and  the 
people  of  Connecticut  iay,  that  fuch  crimes  can  never  happen  in  the, 
ilate,  or,  what  is  more  probably  the  truth,  that  the  extreme  feverity  of 
the  law  deters  both  the  fufFercr  from  complaint,  and  tlic  profligate  from 
incurring  iuch  gjuilt.  ;;:  , ,  .^-  ^-,  a\.'  .?>  ..  .-.,      ,:, ,  ...w   -.   -.r?  .,  .». 

The  laws  againft  gaining,  are  exceflrvely  fcvere  in  Connedicut.  ^ne 
of  theie  is  againft  horfe-racing :  This  it  regards  as  an  idle  pleafure,  which 
is  attended  with  difordcr  and  riot,  that  utterly  fruftrate  the  end  of  its 
inftitution,  as  a  means  for  improving  the  breed  of  horfcs.  The  law  for  the 
hallowing  of  the  Sabbath,  forbids  all  profane  diverfions  upon  that  day,  and 
is  exceffively  ftri<ft.  It  is  probable,  that  the  prohibition  of  journies  on  a 
Sunday  might  fall,  infenfibly,  into  diliife,  were  it  not,  that  an  ill-natured 

fek£}-man  has  it  now  in  his  power  to  thwart  and  fine  any  perfon  attempt^ 
ing  fuch  a  journey ;  and  that  every  one  thinks  it  neceflary  to  avoid  the 
danger  of  being  teized  by  fuch  impertinence.  .;!{%;:•■:  iiu-&r>  -i,\\ 

The  poor's  laws  have  occafioned  the  difficulty  which  a  firangcr  pafP- 
ing  from  one  town  to  another,  or  coming  from  another  ilate,  finds,  in 
efFedling  a  fettlement  in  a  new  fituation.  The  only  conditions  upon 
which  fuch  a  perfon  can  be  domefticated  in  his  new  plac.  rS-  refidencc, 
are,  his  either  poflcffing  a  property  of  at  Icaftan  hundred  dtiars,  or  hav- 
ing refided  fix  years  in  the  place ;.  and  without  thefe  conditions,  he  will 
not  obtain  relief  in  diftrefs  from  poverty.     The  feledl-men  who  are,  in 

'  every  townlhip,  the  directors  of  the  police,  are  to  prevent  the  fettlement 
of  all  ftrangers  who  cannot  fatisfy  them  in  regard  to  thofe  conditions. 
Every  town  is  obliged  to  provide  for  its  own  poor,  and  the  fcle<il-meu 
have  authority  over  the  education  and  conduft  of  the  children  of  poor 

parents,  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years.     From  this 
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Age,  they  arc  no  longer  fubjeft  to  the  particular  direAion  of  the  Elder*. 
The  wandering  poor,  who  are  ufually  wounded  foldicrs  or  Ihipwreckcd 
feamen,  receive  temporary  relief,  at  the  plcafure  of  the  fbleft-men. 
What  thcfc  beftow,  is  afterwards  repaid  to  them,  by  the  Union,  by  the 
State,  or  by  the  particular  town,  according  to  the  circumflanccs  of  the 

Bcfide  the  political  divillon  of"  the  dates  into  counties  and  townfliips, 
Connecticut  acknowledges  two  fubdivifions  into  parilhes  and  fchool- 
diftricfts.  In  each  town  or  fociety,  the  houleholders  of  the  houfes  which 
ftand  together,  have  a  right  to  aflemble,  and  to  make  by-laws  for  the 
tcgulation  of  certain  parts  of  their  common  interefts.  They  chufe  their 
ttiiniftcrs ;  and  impole,  for  their  fupport,  a  general  tax,  at  the  pleaftirc  of 
the  majority,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  by  every  one  in  proportion  to  the 
particular  ftate  of  his  fortune.  The  towns  nominate  the  colle6lors  of  the 
tax ;  and  it  muft  be  paid  by  the  people,  without  cvafion*  But,  when 
any  perfon  finds  himfelf  to  be  taxed,  not  in  a  due  proportion  to  his  pro- 
perty ;  he  may  appeal  to  the  County  Court,  which  will  take  care,  that 
juftice  be  done  him.  The  coUe<ftors,  as  well  of  this  taJc,  as  of  thofo  for 
the  txpenccs  of  the  ftate,  are  accountable  for  the  money  which  they  levy, 
and  punifliable  for  embezzlement  or  malverfation  in  office^  Miniftcrs 
for  whom  their  pariflics  refufe  to  make  adequate  provifion,  can  have  re* 
courfe  to  the  General  Aflembly,  which  will  give  orders  for  the  collec- 
tion and  payment  of  the  proper  fums.  That  Affembly  has,  likewtfe,  the 
power  of  fettling  minifters  in  foch  pariihes  as  have  remained,  for  one 
•whole  year,  vacant,  and  of  ordering  provifion  to  be  made  for  the  Support 
of  the  minifters  thus  fettled.        -         .    -  i     j  ■   -i  ••     -4  '-'■■■--  •"'  ^  • 

A  law  enabled  in  the  yvar  l?9i,  permits  pcffons  whofe  refigious  pet* 
fuafion  differs  from  that  of  the  community  in  which  they  livt,  to  affo- 
triatc  themfclvcs,  as  to  the  matter  of  religion^  with  folnc  community  dt 
whofe  form  of  worfhip  they  approve,  and  to  add  their  contributions  to 
thofe  for  the  fupport  of  their  owti  peligion  only.  But,  this  is  permitted 
folely  under  thefe  conditions;  1.  That  they  make  their  intention  preri-^ 
oufly  known  to  the  feloifl-tncn  of  the  town ;  2.  That  the  religion  whicli 
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they  chufc,  be  forae  mode  of  Chriftlanity ;  3.  That  they  do  not,  after- 
wards, claim  a  voice  in  any  parochial  meetings,  except  when  the  bufmcfs 
of  the  fchools  is  under  coniideration.  ^^     -    "        i^  ic 

*  Prefbyterianifm  is  the  prevalent  religion  throughout  Connedicut.  Its 
minifters,  the  zeal  of  its  followers,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  places  in 
the  colleges  to  Prcfbyterians  excluflvely,  afford  very  great  advantages,  to 
prevent  it  from  being  fupplanted  by  any  other  form  of  religion.  The 
Anabaptifts  are,  next  after  the  Prcfbyterians,  the  moft  numerous  feft-  in 
the  ftate.  Although  the  letter  of  the  law  have  eftabliflied  freedom  of 
religious  fentiments  in  Connedlicut ;  fuch  freedom  is,  however,  far  from 
being  known  here.  Prefbyterianifm  reigns  in  all  its  rigour,  defpotifm, 
and  intolerance.  -^J  •'*  pwhr^iq  mz  t«  ■^iii.Kc.vvn^i  i.^a:.  .:,^  :>>-»:-•  u.  i-^iA 
'  Another  law  long  prior  to  the  revolution,  obliges  every  fevcnty  families 
in  Connedlicut,  to  maintain  a  common  fchool  for  eleven  months  in  the 
year.  Reading  and  writing  arc  appointed  to  be  there  taught.  If  the 
number  of  families  be  under  feventy,  they  are,  then,  obliged  to  maintain 
their  fchool,  only  for  fix  months  in  the  year.  Every  town  forming  a  re- 
gular incorporation,  mufl  keep  a  grammar-fchool,  in  which  £nglifh» 
Latin,  and  Greek  are  to  be  taught.  The  different  focieties  are  to  name, 
each,  a  deputation  to  vilit  and  regulate  the  fchools.  For  every  thoufand 
dollars  of  taxation  to  the  ffate,  troo  dollars  are  to  be  paid  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fchools.  The  teachers  have  falaries  proportioned  to  the  taxation 
of  the  diftrid^s  to  which  they  belong.  Towns  or  communities  cntrufte^ 
with  particular  funds  for  the  fupport  of  fchools,  can  receive  no  interefl 
from  thofe  funds,  while  they  delay  to  ered  the  fchools  for  which  it  was 
deflined ;  and  lofe  the  principal,  if  they  (hall  attempt  to  divert  it  to  any 
difierent  purpofc.  Towns  or  pariihes  having  no  foundations  for  fchools, 
mud  cither  fupport  their  ichopis,  entirely  out  of  the  appointed  tax,  or 
mud,  at  leaft  contribute  one-half  of  the  means  for  the  maintenance  of 
thefe  fchools,  while  the  parents  whole  children  are  educated  in  them,  pay 
die  reft.  In  very  populous  towns,  the  fupport  of  the  fchools,  continues 
ft)  be  lefl  to  the  inhabitants.  ,*.=.*  .t  *,v,.r..- 

It  is  protidcd  by  law,  that  the  feled-ihen  fhall,  in  every  town,  take 
=:.....  ZY  cognizanct 
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cognizance  of  the  Hate  of  the  fchools.  Upon  their  reports,  and  in  ttie 
proportions  in  which  tlicfe  declare  the  falarics  to  be,  refpedtirely,  de* 
ferved, — the  towns  make  payment  of  the  money  which  has  been  levied 
for  the  teachers.  Where  there  are  no  fchools,  or  but  very  bad  ones ; 
the  proportion  of  the  tax  is  withheld,  in  order  that  it  may  be  beftowed 
where  it  has  been  better  earned.  There  is,  however,  no  inilance  of  a 
town  or  pariih,  remaining,  negligently,  without  a  fchool.  Many  com- 
munities maintain  their  fchools  for  a  greater  part  of  the  year,  than  they 
are,  by  law,  obliged  to  do.  The  feledl-men  and  the  deputations  from 
the  communities  manage  the  farms  and  other  revenues  of  the  fchools. 

The  teachers  are  commonly  young  men  from  the  colleges,  ibidents  of 
law  or  theology.  Their  falaries  are  at  the  pleafure  of  the  different  parifhes,. 
from  two  to  three  hundred  dollars.  Almofl  all  thoie  who  now  aA  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  part  in  the  political  bufinefs  of  New  England,  began  their 
career  as  teachers  in  thefe  fchools ;  a  fituation  that  is  accoiinted  exceed* 
ingly  honourable.  Sometimes,  where  the  falary  is  fmall,  women  arc 
chofen  to  be  the  teachers.  Even  thefe  mufl,  in  this  cafe,  be  well  qua- 
lified to  teach  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

Evjery  county  niufl  'have  a  fchool  for  Greek  and  Latin.  A  fine  of 
three  dollars  is  exaded  from  parents  negle^ing  to  fend  their  children  ti> 
Ichool.     The  feled-mcn  have  authority  to  kvy  it. 

One  natural  confequence  from  the  careful  obfervahce  of  this  Taw  is* 
that  hardly  a  perfon  can  be  met  with  in  Connecticut,  any  more  than  in> 
MafTachufetts,  who  is  not  qualified  to  read,  write,  aitd  perform  the  com-^ 
mon  operations  of  arithmetic ;  and  that  the  general  manners  are  better^ 
the  laws  more  faithfully  obferved,  and  crimes  more  rar«,  here,  than  in 
other  places.  The  punifhment  ha&  not,  as  yet,  been  aboHf)u:d  itt  Conr' 
neAicut.  It  is,  however,  reserved  £>r  crimes  of  extraordinary  at»0Gity,p 
and,  for  the&  lafl  eight  years,  has  been,  ia  no  inflancc,  infli<^ed. 

An  a<5l,  paffed  in  the  year  1 705^  appropriates,  fox  the  lupport  of  the 

public  fchools,  whatever  fums  of  money  ihalt  ari&  firom  the  ^e  of 'thofit 

lands  which  arc  tlie  property  of  the  State,  and.  arc  fituate  wcftward  frdmr 

Pennfylvai>ia.     Thcfe  fiims  are  to  be  put  out  at  interefl^  and  the  annual 

-.,.-.  revenue. 
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tftVfttue,  which  they  ihall  thus  afford,  is  to  be  divided  among  the  Ichools 
of  the  di^rent  pariihes,  according  to  the  proportions  in  which  thefe 
piariihes,  rcfpeAively,  contribute  to  the  public  expenditure  of  the  State. 
At  the  picaiufc  of  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  any  parifli, 
this  fund  may  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  miniller,  inftead  of 
that  c^  the  fchoolmafter.  Every  pariih  is  at  liberty  to  make  this  parti- 
cular difpofal  of  its  own  portion  of  the  money.  But,  in  this  cafe,  all  the 
different  (e6ld,  wifbin  the  limits  of  the  parifh,  mull  receive  their  refpec- 
tive  fhares. 

The  Servitude  of  the  negroes  has  not  been  aboliihed  in  this  {late  as  in 
MaiTachuietts.  It  is  here  ordained  by  law,  that  every  negro  bom  in  the 
ftatc  (ince  the  year  1 784,  ihall,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  de- 
clared free.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  intercft  of  the  law-givers  had  fome 
Ihare  in  dieting  the  particulars  of  this  decree.  No  old  law  exiiled  in 
favouif  of  flav'Cfy  ;  though  it  was,  indeed>  countenanced  by  ibme  judicial 
fent^iices  of  th^  courts,  pronounced  at  th«f  itlilance  of  mafters  of  runaway 
^vCs.  The  conHderations  i^hich  mored  the  legiflature  to  determine; 
as  they  did  in  this  bufinefs,  were,  refpCA  to  property,  and  the  fear  of 
dangerous  conlequences  as  likely  to  ariie  from  a  fuddcn  and  general 
emancipation.  But,  fuch  refpcft  for  property  of  this  nature  was  fla- 
grant injuftice ;  (ince  tt  wtfs  ncVer  before  exprefsly  acknowledged  by 
the  laws,  and  exifted— but  by  difhondl  ftifltrancc.  In  regard  to  the 
^fttnA  of  conlequences  ;  the  number  of  negroes  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
tieiit,  was  too  inconfidcrable  to  elfFord  any  plauiible  pretence  for  fuch 
iilkrm.  The  cafe  of  Maflachufetts,  wliich  in  refpcA  to  flavery,  flood  in 
the  fame  fituation  with  Connedlicut,  and  in  which  there  were,  it  the 
time  of  the  general  emancipation,  a  greater  number  of  negroes  in  fervi- 
tudcj  flifEciently  evinces  the  futility  of  this  pretence.  The  community 
Jfave  there  experienced  no  unfortunate  confequences  from  the  emancipa-* 
^dn  of  the  negroes.  Few  of  thefe  have  made  any  criminal  abufe  of  their 
liberty.  Neither  robbery  nor  murdgr  is  more  fraquent  than  before.  Al- 
■lofl  all  the  emancipated  negroes  remain  iri  the  conditicm  of  fcrvants ;  as 
they  canj)«fek^o;f  their  freedom,  without  earning  means  for  theii  fub- 
C««/^r'  3Y2  fiilcnce. 
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fiftence.  Some  of  them  have  fettled,  in  a  fmall  way,  as  artiians  o?  hufi- 
bandmen.  Their  number  is,  on  the  whole,  greatly  diminifhed.  ■  And  on 
this  account,  the  advocates  for  ilavdry  maintain,  that  the  negroes  of  Maf> 
fachufetts  have  not  been  made,  in  any  degree,  happier  by  their  generAl 
emancipation.  None  of  them  has,  however,  returned  into  fcrvitudc  in 
thofe  ftates  in  which  flavcry  is  ftill  fuffered  by  the  laws.  None  has  died 
of  want.  Maflachufetts  has  delivered  itself  from  the  diihonour  of  ths 
mod  odious  of  ^1  violations  of  Uie  natural  liberty  and  the  inextingukliabk 
rights  of  the  human  fpecies.  I'^.T^mifnvtti 

The  militia  of  Conne<^icut,  conilds  of  four  diviiions,  eight  brigades, 
five  and  thirty  regiments :  of  the  regiments,  eight  are  cavalry ;  five,  light 
infantry.  The  legiflaturc  nominate  the  commander-in-chief,  the  inferior 
generals,  and  all  the  ftaff-officers.  The  other  officers  are  chofenby  their 
reipeiflive  regiments.  They  hold,  all,  their  commiffions  from  the  govern* 
ment.  The  other  neccflary  regulations  are  nearly  the  fame:  as  in  the 
other  dates.  The  legiilature  here  e:?ercifes  the  fame  powers  of  regula* 
tion,  which  arc,  clfewherc,  intruded  with  the  government.  The  mode 
of  forming  the  militia,  is  the  fame  as  in  other  places.  All  mdles>  from 
eighteen  to  forty-five  years  of  age,  are  liable  to  ferve.  The  Governor  is 
General,  and  the  Deputy-governor,  Lieutenant-general  of  the  militia. 

The  high-roads  are  made  and  repaired,  in  Connet^icut,  by  the  labour 
of  all  perfons  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fixty  years.  An  overftejf  is 
annually  named  for  the  infpc<^ion  of  the  highways,  and  for  regulating 
the  labour  upon  them :  He  is  fubje<^  to  the  controul  of  the  felcA- 
men.  Care  is  taken  to  make  thofe  who  arc  by  law  obliged,  to  do 
their  duty.  Yet,  it  mud  be  owned,  that  the  roads,  In  Connedicut,  are 
dill  bad.  ;      > 

The  laws  refpeding  taxation,  have  undergone  many  changes  fmce  the 
i^evolution.  All  property  is  taxable  in  Conncdlicut ;  as  well  moveables  as 
land.  The  flibjeds  of  taxation  are  didributed  into  ten  clades.  Horiej9» 
carriages,  and  capital  belong  to  one  clafs,  and  are  taxed  in  a  due  propqjiff 
tion  to  the  taxes  upon  real  property.  The  commidioners  for  fixing  tl^ 
pxpportions  of  every  different  pcrfun's  taxation,  are  nominated  at>nually  i(i^ 
f  .*^  t  .       every 
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tbwn^  and  have -here  the  Appellation  of  Lifters.  It  is  their  duty  to  pror 
Qure,  onc&a  year»>frotn  every  inhabitant,  a  (latcment  of  his  property; 
and  from  thc&>ilatements  to  form  a  general  inventory  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Icgiflatur^.  The  legiflature,  upon  the  infpc^lion  of  the  inventory, 
fixes  the  ptoportion  of  tax  which  the  particular  town  muft  pay.  The 
lifts  of  the  commiffioners,  therefore,  regulate  the  taxes.  Though  the 
taxes  be  already  fufficient ;,  the  commiffioners  muft  not  neglcdl  to  regif- 
tcr  any  increafe  of  property  in  their  refpedlive  towns.  Perfons  deceiving 
the  commiflioners  by  falfe  eftimates  of  their-  property,  are  condemned  to 
pay  four  times  as  much  as  their  juft  proportion  of  the  tax.  /!».. 

jiThclc  lifts  Icrve,  alfo,  to  regulate  the  proportions  in  which  other 
taxes  arc  to  be  levied-.  The  Lifters  levy  thirteen  cents  of  a  dollar 
upoii  every  thoufand  pounds  of  property,  befldc  one-half  of  that  qua- 
drupled tax  which  is  exaded,  as  a  fine  for  the  concealment  of  pro- 
perty. The  coUedors  are  named  by  the  towns,  from  one  three  years  to 
another ;  and  are 'allowed  two  and  half  per  cent,  on  the  money  they  col- 
le<St,  with  a  falaiiy  from  the  ftatc.  When  they  are  obliged  to  compel  pay- 
ment from  the  dilatory,  by  a^ons  at  law ;  their  allowance  is  augmented, 
on.  account  of  the  cofts  of  the  fuits.  The  care  of  the  Lifters,  and  the 
ColleAors,  procures  a  faithful  payment  of  the  taxes.  j,:, 

Though  every  poffiblc  precaution  :fcems  to  be  here  prbvidcd  by  la-#,  to 
hinder  any  unfair  ftatemcnt  of  property  for  taxation ;  yet,  in  Connedi*- 
cut,  as  in  other  places,  men  find  means  to  cheat  the.  revenue.  As  the 
eflimates  of  property  are  not  given  in  upon  oath,  many  who  would  fcruplc 
to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a  falfc  ftatemcnt*  make  no  difficulty  of  giving  in 
their  eftimates,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  with  a  carclcfs  inaccuracy  that  fairs 
not  to  favour  themfelvcs.  However  diligent,  the  enquiries  of  the  Lifters 
are  ftill  infufficient  to  dctc<fl  every  little  artifice.  A  thoufand  things  oC- 
clirto  render  it  impoffible  that  they  fliould;  Several  of  the  wealthicft 
pcrlbns  in  the  ftate,  have  owned  to  me,  that  the  taxation  which  they  a<Slu- 
iUly  payi,is  not  above  a  fixth  part  of  what  they  ought  to  pay.  One  mode 
of  evaiion*  eomrtionly  praAifed  in  Connedicut,  is,  by  placing  in  the 
Ipwgft  iplafs,  lajld  that,  on  accountof  itslituation,  its  quality,  its  prdducc, 
.'iiM.'Uiij  ought 
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ought  rather  to  be  ranked  in  the  l%heft ;  .iwiuch  makea;  di&fence  npoA 
the  tax  of  five  fixths  or  fometinriesi»  area  of  twenty-nine  thirtieths.  A 
table  of  taxable  property^  by  which  the  SuprenaeCouit  t^olates  the  tax- 
ation, exhibits  a  proportion  of  lands  of  the  loweft  clafs  which  muft  appear 
far  too  great,  to  any  pcribn  that  has  an  acquaintance  with  the  countrjf. 
The  whole  amount  of  taxable  property  wa&d(timated,  in^he  year  1  JqQ,  at 
the  fum  of  five  millions  feven  hundred  and  twenty  tbouikBd.fi:>ur  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars. 

Thefe  taxes  have,  for  thefe  feveral  years,  been  but  twenty-three  thou- 
land  dollars,  regularly  paid.  The  annual  expenditure  of  the  govemmeal: 
amounts  nearly  to  fifty  dioufand  dollars.  But,  there  is  a  tax  upon  writ- 
ten deeds,  or,  in  other  words,  a  ftanip-tax,  that  yields  from<  fix  to  eight 
thoufiind  dollars  a  year.  The  State  formerly  kmt  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  dollars  to  the  Union,  for  which  it  receivea  intereft  at  the  mte«f 
four  per  cent.  And  it  has,  iikewifc,  ibme  other  ibuirces  of  income,  of 
which  I  could  not  obtain  any  diilin^  accounts  But,  its  income  is,  altor 
gether,  equal  taits  expenditure.  The  taxes  impofed  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  are  fixed  in  proportion  to  the  neceHitics  of  the  present  year,  and 
the  economy  of  ibrmor  ones.  There  are  a.  number  of  banks  in  Connec» 
ticut. 

The  trade  of  Connedxcut  is,  as  I  mentioned  in  fpeaking  of  New  Lon- 
don, confined  to  the  exportation  of  the  furplus  produce  of  the  lands,  to 
the  Wefi:  India  Ifies,  or  to  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  Cattle  and 
mules  Urom  thoie  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  are  contiguous 
to  Albany,  are  included  in  this  exportation.  New  York  is  the  emporium 
of  almofl  all  the  trade  of  Conne<^icut,  of  which  the  ihips  are  wont  often 
either  to  take  m  their  cargoes  or  at  leaft  to  complete  them,  there,  and  to 
bring  tfieir  returning  cargoes  thither.        ■■■•  *"*^  '=    j  i       /i*    t*    li:^!  e»v 

The  whole  esqxxrts  from  Coiuuidicut,  were,  in  the  year  1 791 ,  of  the 
value  of  feven  hundred  and  ten  thouiknd  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollart^  in  1702,  eight'  hundred  and  Seventy- nine  thoufand  ieven  huHr 
dred  and  fifty- two  dollars  ;  in  I  /fg3,  ievcn  hundred  and  feventy  thoufimd 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dalU» ;  in  1794,  ieven  hundred  and  twelve 
'^i>^  ^  thoufand 
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{{loufand  ieven  hundred  and  itxty four  dollacs  ;  m  1 795,  eight  hundred 
atnd  nineteen  thDuiiuid  four  hundred  and  (ixty-fivc  dollars.      ■>  rl^fr  ^'^r?^ 

The  tonnage  of  the  (hips  belonging  to  CbnncAicut,  whether  engaged 
in  the  £>reign  ov  the  coafling-trade>  amounts,  in  all,  to  thirty-five  thour 
fand  tons,    "^-^"i^m  .tafuilptiismf^- "t:-^,  .•*«•■,  iiu 

Conne&icut  is,  after  Rhode  Ifland  and  Delaware,  the  fmalleft  State  in' 
the  Union;  but,  in  proportion  ta  its  extent,  the  moft  populous.  There 
are  about  one  and  fifty  perfons  to  every  fquarc  mile.  As  the  lands  are 
all  occupied  and  in  cultivation,  more  peribns  emigrate  out  of  Connedi- 
cut  to  the  newly  acquired  lands,  than  from  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
This  will  be  more  particularly  evinced  from  the  following  ftatcment  of 

•  In  the  year  1756,  the  whole  population  of  Connefticut,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  thoufand  and  twenty-four  fouls;  in  1774,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-iix  fouls ;  in 
178i2,  two  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouls ; 
in  1701*  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  fouls.  Thus,  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  eighteen  years,  the  average  in- 
creaib  pf  the  peculation,  was  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
/buls  annually  ;  for  the  next  eight  years,  it  was  but  two  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  fouls  a  year ;  during  each  of  the  laft  nine  years  taken 
at  an  average,  it  has  not  been  more  than  two  thoufand  and  eighty- fix 
foub.  Celibacy  is  not  how  more  common  than  formerly  x  and  it  was 
never  frequent  in  Conncdicut.  Young  people  marry  early :  and  their 
marriages  are  very  fruitful,  augmenting  the  population  very  rapidly.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  calculated  that  two-thirds  of  the  numbers  which  are 
continually  added  to  the  former  population,  leave  the  country,  and  go  to- 
fettle  in  the  newly  occupied  territories.  Many  of  the.  landholders  in 
Conne<^cut  purchafe  lands,  at  a  very  low  price  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 
Thcfe  they  retain  for  themfclves  till  their  children  grow  up ;  and  then' 
beftow  them  upon  ibmc  of  the  young  folks,  as  their  patrimony.  Moft  ot 
thofb  who  emigrate  out  of  Connecticut,  leave  iti  only  becaufc  they  can- 
not find  in  it,  a  place  for  comfortable  and  advantageous  fettle m«nt.  ''■"  ^^^f 
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The  inhabitants  of  Connedicut,  arc,  ahnofl:  univcrtally,  of  EngliHi  de- 
fcent,  and  are  a  fober,  at^ve,  induflriom  people.  .Their  dKtinguiihing:. 
qualities  arc  nearly  the  iame,  as  thofe  of  the  otiier  inhabitants  of  New- 
England.  They  are  faid  to  be  very  litigious.  And  there  are,  indeed,  few 
difputcs,  even  of  the  moll  trivial  nature,  among  them,  that  can  be  termi- 
nated elfewherc  than  before  a  court  of  juftice.  ..No  ftate,  perhaps  no 
equal  number  of  people  in  the  univerfe,  have  fiich  a  multitude  of  law- 
fuits.  There  is,  no  where  elfe,  fuch  a  mob  of  advocates,. as  here.  Is  it 
the  multiplicity  of  law-fuits  that  has  engendered  the  lawyers  ?  Or  do 
not  the  lawyers  rather  give  birth  to  thecxcefs  of  law-fuits  ?  Be  this  as  it 
may ;  thefc  lawyers  have,  at  prefent,  very  .great  influence  among  the  peo- 
ple of  this  ftate,  efpecially  in  political  matters.  It  is  even  faid  to  be 
greater  than  that  of  the  minifters,  who,  in  confequeucc  of  their  mutual 
wranglings,  and  their  fierce  intolerance,  have  loft  much  of  ihe  high  in- 
fluence which  they  once  poflcffcd. 

The  people,  of  Conncfticut  arc  rigid  and  zealous  in  the  difchargC'Of  their 
religious  duties.  But,  I  haA'^e  been  told,  that  flncere  devotion,  founded: 
upon  thorough  convLftion,  is  rare  among  them.  Theirmanners  are  ftrongly 
republican.  They  are,  all,  in  cafy  circumftances ;  few  of  thciil,  opulent. 
Such  as  do  pofl'els  extraordinary  wealth,  arc  very  anxious  to  concead'. 
their  fortunes  from  the  vigilant  and  invidious  jealoufy  of  their  fellow- 
citizens. 

The  prevalent  political  fentiments  are  full  of  attachment  to  freedom, 
and  to  the  prefent  conftitution.  The  people  are  rough  in  their  manners ; 
yet  frank  and  hofjpfitable ;  though  lefs  agreeably  fb,  than  the  inhabitants 
of  Maflachufetts,  who  are,  however,  aertainly  not  themoft  poliflied  peo- 
ple in  the  world. 

In  the  year  1 784,  i  had  been  honoured  at  Paris,  with  the  freedom  of 
the  town  of  Newhaven.  It  ivas  conferred  in  a  very  rcfpcdful  letter  from 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  town.  I  knew  not,  to  whom  1  was 
obliged  for  this  attention.  I  received  it  with  no  particular  notice ;  little 
thinking,  at  that  time,  that,  in  eight  years,  Newhaven  would  be  the  oxdf 
place  in  the  world,  in  ivhich  I  might  confidently  expert  to  be  owned  as 

a  citizen. 
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a  citizen.     On  my  arrival  in  Newhaven,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make 
ihy  acknowledgments  for  the  honour  I  had  received.     But,  it  was  pro- 
bable, that  the  maglftratcs  by  whom  it  had  been  conferred,  muft  have 
forgotten  the  little  tranfa<3:ion,  as  I  had  never  written  to  them,  in  anfwer 
to  their  letter.     I  went,  however,  to  vilit  them,   as  a  freeman  of  the 
town.     One  of  them  had  been  for  fome  years  in  France,  had,  ob- 
tained a  good  place,  and  had  alfo  been  at  Llancourt.     There,  while  I 
fat  at  table  with  a  number  of  gucfts,  he  had  exprclTed  a  defire  to  fee  the 
apartments.     Permiflion  was  readily  granted  on  my  part ;  and  he  was 
afked  into  the  dining-room,  which  was  very  large.    But  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  fhew  him  any  other  attentions  than  were  paid  to  all  thofe  who 
came,  almoft  daily,  to  fee  my  houfe  and  gardens.  This  worthy  man,  how- 
ever, when  he  faw  me,  in  my  prefent  humble  condition,  recollcded,  with 
lively  gratitude,  the  civilities  he  had  met  with,  at  my  feat,  which  I,  as 
was  natural,  had  quite  forgotten.     In  confequence  of  this,  I  was  received 
by  the  magiftrates  and  principal  burgeffes  of  the  town,  with  a  warm  and 
hearty  welcome,  fuch  as  men  naturally  (hew  towards  a  perfon  whqm 
they  fee  with  an  agreeable  furprize.     Mr.  Hillhouse,  member  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  whom  I  had  occafion  to  become  accjuainted  in  Philadel- 
phia, was  my  conductor  to  them.     He  is  a  worthy,  hofpitable  man,  of 
true  republican  principles  and  manners ;  as,  indeed,  are  all  the  people  of 
Connedicut.     Yet,  I  cannot  help  preferring  thofe  of  Maflachufetts,  who 
with  the  fame  plainnefs,  arc,  howcycr,  Icfs  prccifc,  and  more  amiable  in 
their  manners,  *    ^  <  '  •  '    ;)  :■;  • 
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'       FAIRFIELD.— NORWALK.— STAMFORD. 

The  State  of  Connedlicut  extends  only  five  or  fix  miles  beyond  Stam- 
ford. This  trad:  is  not  in  fo  good  a  ftate  of  occupancy  and  cultivation, 
as  that  through  which  I  had  come.  The  land  adjacent  to  the  fca,  is  in 
the  fame  ftate  as  that  which  lies  fomewhat  farther  back.  From  Penobf- 
cot  to  New .  York,  it  is  full  of  rocks.  Yet,  fome  part  of  the  country 
through  which  the  road  leads,  is  verdant,  covered  with  rich  cro})s,  and 
;>grecably  intcrefting  to  the  view.  A  confiderable  part  of  it  is  covered 
;      '  3  Z  with 
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with  woods,  coniifling  chiefly  of  pines,  fprucc-firs,  and  birches.  Thirteen 
miles  from  Newhavcn,  you  crofs  the  River  Stratford  in  a  very  good  and 
i'afe  ferry-boat.  At  the  ferr>',  the  river  is  about  half  a  mile  broad.  The 
road  is  uneven,  and  fo  ftony,  as  to  be  not  at  all  pleafant  to  a  traveller. 
You  crofs  a  mimber  of  fmaller  ftreams,  by  paffing  along  tolerably  good 
bridges.  I'hefc  arc  navigable,  only  when  fvvollen  by  the  flowing  tide. 
There  are  two  or  three  fmall  veflels  which  trade  from  hence  to  New 
York  and  the  neighbouring  towns :  and  at  Icaft  one  goes  to  the  Antilles. 
I  favv  one  at  Neuw  icd,  that  had  cattle  on  board.  It  was  bound  for  the 
Weft  Indies ;  though  its  tonnage  was,  indeed,  very  fmall.  All  thcfc 
fniall  ports  or  creeks  belong  to  the  diftridl  of  Fairfield,  the  fmalleft  of 
four  into  which  Connedicut  is  divided.  The  exports  from  this  diilrid^, 
amounted,  in  the  year  l/Ql,  to  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars;  in  the  year  1/92,  to  fifty-three  thoufand  three  himdred  and 
feventeen  dollars  ;  in  1 703,  to  fevcnty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
eight  dollars;  in  1794,  to  fcventy-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-fix  dollars  ;  in  I7g5,  to  eighty  tlioqfand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  dollars. 

Between  Fairfield  and  Stamford  arc  frequent  rocks.  The  inhabitants 
are  not  very  numerous.  Some  villages  of  a  pretty  thriving  appearance, 
afc,  however,  to  be  fecn  from  tlie  high  road.  No  culture  but  that  of 
meadows,  no  tillage,  appears.  It  is  faid  that  the  foil  is,  in  general,  fuf- 
ficientty  fit  for  bearing  corn,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  climate  lubjefts 
the  crop  to  a  blafting  that  never  fails  to  fpoil  it  in  its  growth.  Thefe  dif- 
advantages  afFed  the  whole  territory  lying  along  this  part  of  the  coaft. 

tji  ENVIRONS  OF  NEW  YORK.— R\ULUSHOOK.  • 

At  the  diflance  of  cigbt  miles  from  Stamford,  the  traveller  enters  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  quahty  of  the  land  is  ilill  the  fame.  From 
Newhaven,  the  road  ftill  leads  along  the  coaft,  in  the  fame  dtre<^on  with 
that  which  goes  to  New  London.  From  this  place,  the  coaft  of  Long 
Ifland,  is  forty, — from  Newhaven,  it  is  not  more  than  twenty,  miles, 
difbuicc.    But,  the  two  coafb  advance  continually  towards  one  another* 
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as  you  approach  New  York,  till,  at  laft,  oppofite  to  this  city,  the  fliorc.^ 
of  Long  Ifland  arc  feeii  at  no  more  than  half  a  mile's  diftance.  Ships  of 
fmall  burthen  make  their  way  through  the  Sound,  to  New  York.  The 
paffage,  called  Hell  Gate,  is  fo  difficult  to  large  ihips,  that  it  was  at- 
tempted but  twice  in  the  time  of  the  American  war.  .    -       ,     ^ 

A  fmall  part  of  the  road  has  been  conilrucled  by  perfbns  who  xmdertook 
this  bufmefs  upon  the  credit  of  a  toll  that  is  now  levied.  This  part  was, 
for  thefe  two  laft  years,  almoft  impaflablc,  b\it  is  now  excellent.  Thofe 
fragments  of  rock  which  have  been  cleared  out  of  the  road,  arc  piled  up 
along  its  iides,  and  ferve  to  prevent  any  deviation  beyond  the  juft  limits 
of  its  breadth.  The  pallage  to  the  ifland  of  New  York,  is,  by  King's 
Ferry,  at  the  diftance  of  fourteen  miles  from  that  city. 

This  ifland  isfeparated  from  the  main-land  by  a  narrow  arm  of  the 
North  River,  which  falls  into  the  Sound,  and  extends  in  length,  between 
the  Sound  and  that  noble  river.  It  is,  here,  a  mile  and  a  half  broad : 
And  on  its  oppofite  bank,  are  the  rugged'rocks  of  Jerfey.  The  foil  of 
the  ifland  of  New  York,  is  a  barren  fandl  Some  not  very  produ<5livc 
farms  lie  along  the  road ;  and  the  ille  is  covered  with  frequent  country- 
houfes  belonging  to  rich  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  York.  The 
nearer  you  approach  to  the  town,  fo  much  the  more  handfomc  and  nume- 
rous do  you  fee  thofe  country-houfes  to  become.  By  manure  and  labori- 
ous culture,  the  fields  have  been  made  to  yield  tolerable  crops,  and  the 
gardens,  with  great  difficulty,  to  produce  pulfe  and  pot-herbs. 

I  knew,  that  the  epidemical  ficknefs  was  fb  far  mitigated  in  New 
York,  that  the  communication  was  again  open  between  this  city  and 
Philadelphia.  But,  I  went  to  Elizabeth-town,  to  vifit  Mr.  Ricketts  ; 
not  knowing  how  extremely  fearful  both  he  and  his  wife  were,  left  the 
infection  fhould,  by  any  means,  be  communicated  to  their  children.  I, 
there,  determined  not  to  halt  in  New  York,  as  my  acquaintance  would, 
moft  probably,  have  left  the  town. 

MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.     ^-^  '^    >  ^  -,  ,^, 

Granite  is  the  fpecics  of  rock  moft  prevalent  along  the  coafts  of  Malfa- 
ciiufetts,  New  Hampfhirc,  and  Maine.    The  appcamncc  of  its  fragments 
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on  the  furface,  is  fufficient  to  enable  any  one  to  judge  of  the  quality  of 
the  foil,  even  without  examining  into  it,  more  particularly.  Granite  ia 
not,  however,  the  only  fort  of  rock,  here,  to  be  difcovered.  There  is  a 
great  abundance  of  lime-ftone  at  Thomaftown,  Bclfaft,  Ducktrap,  and 
Waldoborough.  A  fand-flone  is  there  found  in  yet  greater  plenty.. 
There  is  fome  flate,  of  which  a  part  is  cxceflively  hard ;  though  it  be- 
more  commonly  black  and  fcaly,  efpecially  at  the  corner  of  Beatrix-hill. 

The  lime-ftone  in  General  Knox's  quarries  at  Thomaftown  is  entirely 
cr}l(lallized,  and  mixed  with  a  glittering  fand-ftone.  Some  beautiful 
pieces  of  talc  are  occafionally  found  among  its  layers.  It  is  eafy  to  ba 
burnt,  and  affords  very  good  quick-lime.  Farther  towards  the  back- 
country  of  Maine,  I  found  th*?  rocks  to  be  the  fame  as  on  the  coaft.  Such 
at  leaft  did  they  appear,  wherever  the  ground  was  opened  to  any  depth. 
On  the  furface,  there  was  a  pure  gravel,  or,  more  commonly,  a  clay,  a 
ftiff"  loam,  or  a  rich  vegetable  earth.  The  cataract  of  Androfcoaggin^ 
.  near  the  mouth  of  Kennebcck  River,  exhibits  ftrata  of  a  hard  fchiftus. 
In  Portland  there  is  an  intermixture  of  granite  with  fand-ftone  and  other 
glittering  ftones.  From  the  heights  near  Portland,  are  fecn  rarious  white 
rocks,  the  lugheft  in  New  England.  They  arc  fttuatc  in  New  Hamp'- 
ihire.  They  lic>  in  an  affemblage  together,  behind  the  three  forcmoflj 
ranges  which  ftretch  from  north-eaft  to  fouth-weft.  They  divide  Mer- 
rimack from  Conne<fticut!.  They  arc  fcen  from  a  great  diftance  eaft- 
ward.  They  are  more  than  fcventy  miles  diftant  from  Portfmouth.^ 
They  are  faid  to  confift  of  granite ;  but  I  did  not  fee  them  near  enough 
to  be  able  to  determine.  Of  this  fort  are  the  mountains  of  New  Hamp- 
lliire  in  general.  On  the  way  from  Salem,  arc  large  rocks  of  a  yellovvifh. 
red  colour,  which  have,  at  firft  fight,  the  appearance  of  jafper,  but  arc^ 
in  fadl,  only  a  very  hard  ochre.  In  the  vicinity  of  Bofton,  on  the  fea- 
fhore,  and  in  the  fields  behind  the  town,  arc  a  great  variety  of  ferpeutincs,. 
fcldfpars,  and  different  other  ftones,  fome  of  which,  are  exceedingly  beau-? 
tiful.  Beyond  Milton,  a  village  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  Bof 
ton,  is  a  tra<ft  of  ground  covered  over  with  pudditig-floncs  ;  and  the 
brooks  exhibit,  on  their  beds  water- worn  fragments  of  granite,  fchoerl, 
and  fand-ftone.     Strata  of  granite  and  fand-ftone  are  equally  to.  he  fouad^ 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  in  Rhode  Illand,  and  in  the  environs 
of  Providence.  In  digging  for  wells  near  this  laft  town,  there  have  been 
found  an  afbeiline  earth,  and  an  impure  lead-ore.  Such  is  the  general 
charafter  of  the  ftrata  along  the  coafts  of  Connedlicut,  and  as  far  as  to 
New  York.  The  obfervations  I  made  on  the  terraces  of  fomc  places 
contiguous  to  Mohawk's  River,  and  near  German  Flats,  arc  ftill  more 
applicable  to  that  adjacent  to  Connc<fticut  River.  Sometimes  only  one, 
but  more  commonly  both  banks  of  the  river  confift  of  flat  ground,  which 
is,  ever,  more  or  leis,  under  water,  and  of  which  the  foil  is  a  clay.  At 
fbme  dillance  backward,  this  level  ground  is  boimdcd  by  a  perpendicular 
elevation  of  the  furfacc,  to  the  height  of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet. 
Above  this,  is  another  level  plain,  the  foil  of  which,  is  naturally  dry. 
This  plain  is  bounded  by  another  abrupt  elevation  of  the  furfacc,  which 
has  the  appearance  of  having  been  executed  by  art  in  fome  period  of  very 
remote  antiquity.  Beyond  it,  is  another  fimilar  work,  apparently  ftill 
more  ancient.  There  are,  in  fi)me  places,  four  alternations  of  thcfe 
plains  and  perpendicular  rifes,  one  behind  another,  which  afccnd  with  the 
regularity  of  terraces  in  a  ^rden,  to  the  fummits  of  the  hills.  Where 
the  hills  dcfccnd  to  the  very  brink  of  the  river,  thcfc  terraced  plains  arc 
to  be  feen,  only  one  fide.  More  commonly,  however,  they  appear  on 
both  fides :  And,  in  this  cafe,  the  correfponding  Itcrraces,  on  the  oppofite 
fides,  arc  of  the  fame  level.  Contemplating  thefc  wonderful  appear- 
ances, one  is  naturally  led  to  conjei^lure,  that  thei'c  hciglits  were  once  the 
immediate  banks  of  the  river,  which  in  defccnding.to  its  prcfent  channel 
gradually  formed  the  fucceflive  flats  and  perpendicular  elevations  that 
wc  now  fee.  This  conjcdure  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  fad,  that 
thcfc  heights  are  compofed  of  a  very  w  hitc  arj^illaceous  fchiftus,  which 
crumbles  into  a  powder,  in  the  air,  fuch  as  proves  to  be  a  fat  earth,  is 
excellent  for  vegetation,  and  is  of  the  fame  fort,  as  the  foil  of  thefe  inter- 
jacent flats.  In  opening  the  foil  of  thcfc  flats,  people  often  find  branches 
of  trees,  in  a  more  or  lefs  pcrfcc^b  ftatc  of  prcfervation.  Thefe,  in  the 
moift  ftate  in  which  they  are  found,  may  be  moulded  with  the  fingers, 
like  clay;  but,  when  dry,  they  refume  the  compad,  fibrous  texture  of 
msoi  '  -'  wood. 
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wood.  I  have  not  heard  that  whole  trees  have  been  found  in  this  lltua- 
tion :  but,  it  is  probable,  that,  in  digging  deeper,  fucli  might  be  met 
with. 

I  have  found,  here,  no  remains  of  marine  animals.  The  ftones  in  the 
river  exhibit  no  pctrifa<ftions  of  animals,  at  lead,  none  that  I  could  fee. 
In  the  interior  country  are  found  Hates  of  various  forms,  colours,  and 
qualities. 

TREES. 

fjThe  different  trees  in  the  province  of  "Maine  arc  nearly  the  fame  as 
thofe  in  the  province  of  Canada.  Some,  fuch  as  the  thuya  occidentalis, 
are  not  found  farther  fouthward.  The  filver  fir  grows  in  great  plenty,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  North  Yarmouth.  The  red  oak,  the  white  oak, 
and  another  fort  of  oak  that  grows  not  above  the  height  of  fifteen  feet, 
with  no  confiderablc  thicknefs,  and  is  ufcd  only  for  fewel,  are  to  be  found 
there.  The  black  fir,  the  Weymouth  pine,  the  red  cedar,  the  common 
fir,  the  red  maple,  the  Pennfylvanian  afh,  the  black  birch,  and  the  dwarf 
birch  are,  there,  common.  Thefe  trees  arc,  alfo,  found  in  Maffachufctts, 
New  Hampihire,  and  Connefticut.  The  falTafras  is  very  common  in  tlic 
laft  mentioned  flate ;  but,  rare  in  the  province  of  Maine.  The  balm- 
poplar  I  have  not  feen  northward  of  New  Hampiliire.  » 

FOWLS. 

Here  is  a  wonderful  diverfity  of  fmall  fowls,  particularly  in  regard  to 
colour.  I  was  in  Maine,  juft  about  the  time  when  the  wood-pigeons  go 
fouthward.  They  are  engaged  for  the  fpace  of  a  week  in  taking  their 
departure.  An  innumerable  multitude  of  thefe  fowls,  is  then  feen  to 
darken  the  air,  to  hang  upon  the  trees,  and  to  light  on  the  fields.  In 
fpring  and  harvcft,  they  are  killed  in  thoufands,  throughout  all  the 
United  States. 

SQUIRRELS. 

Squirrels  abound  throughout  all  America ;  but,  in  New  England,  ftill 
more  than  any  where  clfe.    They  arc  of  different  forts,  and  various  co- 

"^'"^  lours 
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lours.     The  fmall  grey  fquirrel  is  diftinguiflicd  frc«n  the  flying  Iquirrcl. 
Some  of  the  Americans  eat  their  flefli. 
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ELIZABETH-TOWN.  .  r. 

As  I  could  fpend  but  little  time  here,  and  was  unlucky  in  coming  un- 
feafonably  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickctts,  my  information  rela- 
tive to  this  town,  is,  therefore,  but  inconfiderabie.  The  territory  of  this 
townlhip  was  purchafed  from  the  Indians  in  the  year  l604,  and  was  firft 
occupied  by  emigrants  from  Long  IHand.  At  prefent,  the  town  confifts 
of  about  two  hundred  well-built  houfes,  two  handfome  churches, — of 
which  one  belongs  to  the  Epifcopal  perfuaiion,  the  other  to  the  Prefby- 
terians,  a  decent  council- houie,  and  an  academy.  At  the  diftance  of  a 
mile  weftward  from  the  town,  is  the  courie  of  PaiTaik  River,  which 
pafTes  to  the  north  of  Staten  Ifland,  and  falls  into  the  bay  of  New  York 
This  convenience  of  fituation  for  water-carriage,  renders  Elizabeth -town 
tl  coniiderable  mart  for  thofe  produdls  of  the  back  lands  of  New  Jerfey, 
which  are  imported  into  New  York.  At  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Rickctts,  I 
met  with  Mrs.  Kean,  whom  I  had  been  often  in  company  with,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  preceding  winter,  and  from  whom  I  had  experienced 
great  hofpitality.  She  now  wore  a  mourning- drefs,  having  loft  her  huf- 
band,  who  died,  foon  after  my  departure  from  Philadelphia,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  moft  refpeAable  men  in  all  America.  Mr.  Rickctts,  a  gentle- 
man of  Engliih  defcent ;  long  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the  Englilh  army ; 
is  frank  and  open  in  his  manners ;  and  bears  the  charader  of  being  a  true 
EngVtpi  country-gentleman.  He  pofleffes,  likewife,  a  rich  plantation  in 
Jamaica,  from  which  he  brings  all  his  negroes ;  the  laws  of  Jerfey  ftill 
permitting  flavery.  In  the  northern  American  States,  fuch  fcrvitude  is 
far  from  being  fo  fevere  as  in  the  illands.  But,  manners,  not  laws,  pro- 
duce the  only  difference.  There  is  no  law  to  hinder  an  inhabitant  of 
Jerfey  from  beating,  and  otherwife  cruelly  ufmg,  his  negro-flave.  Should 
he  mutilate  his  flavc  of  a  limb,  or  beat  an  eye  out  of  his  head  ;  the  courts 
of  juftice  may  condemn  the  mafter  to  a  temporary  imprifonment,  but, 
have  no  power  either  to  fet  the  injured  Aavc  at  liberty,  or  to  order  him  to 
-i;"!v)  if  •'■■■*■  |9 
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bc  iold  to  a  different  mailer.  It  is  not,  therefore,  probable,  thit  c-\'cn  a 
tyrannical  mailer  can  be  checked  by  fuch  carelcfs  rcguiations.  Such  a 
iituation  of  things  mud  be  fhocking  in  any  country,  but  above  all,  in  a 
free  republican  flate.  But,  the  negroes  of  Mr.  llicketts,  arc,  in  all  rc- 
fpc^ls,  as  well  treated,  as  any  labourers  who  are  freemen,  can  poflibly  be. 
The  liberty  here  allowed  of  keeping  negro-flaves,  and  the  general  opi- 
nions of  the  country  in  favour  offlavcry,  have  brought  Into  New  Jerfcy, 
a  number  of  French  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo,  who  have  let  many 
of  their  negroes  at  liberty.  Thcfc  families  have  left  moll  of  their  pro- 
perty under  the  protc^lioii  of  the  Engliili ;  a  conduct  of  which  they  do 
not  much  boaft.  Some  of  them  are  eager  to  dillinguilh  thcmfclvcs  by 
their  principles  "and  behaviour,  more  than  the  reft  :  But,  even  thofe  arc 
not  altogether  free  from  the  prejudices  of  the  planter. 

During  my  Ihort  (lay  at  New  York,  I  could  not  without  great  anxiety, 
fix  my  mind  on  the  obje<fts  before  me ;  for  I  was  in  earncll  expc<ftation 
of  letters  from  Europe,  which  greatly  agitated  b(jth  my  hopes  and  fears# 
In  this  ftate  of  mind,  I  could  have  made  but  little  progrefs  in  any  en- 
quiries into  the  circumllances  of  a  town  of  fo  great  importance,  that  a 
much  longer  time  would  have  been  requifitc  to  enable  one  to  know  much 
about  it.  I  have  fmce  had  occafion  to  make  a  longer  vifit  to  this  place  : 
And  I  lliall,  therefore,  delay  making  any  remarks  concierning  it,  till  I 
come  to  fpcak  of  that  journey.  I  have  feen  the  leader  of  that  which  is 
called  the  Federal  ift  Party.  According  to  what  I  have  heard  of  Mr.  Jay 
■from  his  friends,  he  himfelf  would  make  as  bad  a  Prcfident,  as  his' treaty 
makes  a  l)ftem,  for  the  regulation  of  the  intercourfc  between  America 
and  Britain.  It  is  affirmed,  that  he  liftened  to  every  piece  of  new  in- 
formation, and  in  the  unfolding  of  his  reafons  and  defigns,  availed  him- 
felf of  every  political  incident.  How  far  he  may  follow  out  this  odious 
iyllem  of  condud,  I  know  not;  that  it  is,  in  tmth,  his  fyllem,  I  have  no 
.doubt. 

What  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Hamilton  himfelf  confirms  me  in  my 
previous  opinion,  that  he  could  not  but  w'ilh  for  a  better  treaty.  He  is 
cone  of  the  ablcft  men  I  have  hitherto  known  in  America.     He  poffefics 
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B  comprehenfive  mind,  the  enerfity  of  genius,  clcamcfs  of  ideas,  a  flowing 
eloquence,  knowledge  of  all  forts,  lively  fcnfibility,  a  good  charadlcr,  and 
very  amiable  manners.  This  pr^ife  ratiir  falls  ihort  of  his  defert,  than 
exceeds  it. 

Mr.  Kino,  a  Senator  of  the  Tnited  States,  and  a  leader  of  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  is  alfo  a  man  highly  diflinguifhed  for  his  talenti,  and 
for  the  worth  and  amiablenefs  of  his  charadter.  Party-fpirit  i|ifcds  the 
moft  rcfpedable,  as  well  as  the  meancft  of  men.  All  that  I  have  re- 
marked in  New  York,  and  whatever  I  have  learned  in  other  places, 
during  the  lail  three  months,  leads  mo  to  fear,  that  America  cannot  long 
continue  to  enjoy  its  prefcnt  intemal  tranquillity ;  a  tranquillity  eiTen- 
tially  neceflary  to  confirm  and  extend  that  high  profperity  which  many 
other  circumftances  fcem,  at  prefent,  to  conipire  to  beilow  upon  theie 
United  States.       >.  -     '•- •.^^^ ,  :V    .••-•''  ''■-  ,,..,■.-. 

While  1  was  at  New  York,  I  made  an  excurfion  to  the  beautiful 
country-feat  of  Colonel  Bcrr.  The  Colonel,  in  regard  to  politics,  be- 
longs to  the  Oppofition.   He  is  one  of  the  moft  amiable  men  I  ever  faw. 

The  yellow-fever  has  raged  for  thefe  laft  three  months  in  New  York, 
And  has  cut  off  a  great  many  lives,  yet  has  been,  in  the  whole,  lefs  fatal, 
here,  at  this  time,  than  it  was,  laft  year,  at  Philadelphia.  It  has  con- 
fined its  ravages  to  that  part  of  the  town,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  har- 
bour. Its  rage  begins  to  be,  for  the  prefent,  fomewhat  afTuaged.  But, 
medicine  does  not  appear  to  have,  as  yet,  found  out  any  very  fuccclsfui 
modcof  treating  this  diftemper.  v-  < 

Bctwctn  Elizabcthtown  and  New  York,  lies  the  town  or  villj^  of" 
Newark.  It  is  one  of  the  fineft  villages  in  America.  It  conflfts  of  one 
very  long  and  very  broad  (hreet,  the  fides  of  which  are  planted  thick  with 
rows  of  trees,  and  which  is  compofed  of  truly  handfome  houfes.  Thcfc 
are  all  of  brick  or  wood,  and  every  one  of  them  has,  behind  it,  a  neat 
garden.  Newark  is  the  ufual  ftage  for  the  mail-coaches  and  for  travellers 
paflTing  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  There  are,  of  confequence, 
a  number  of  good  inns  in  this  place.  This  part  of  the  country  is  parti- 
cularly famous  for  its  cyder ;  which  is  greatly  fuperior  to  that  produced 
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in  the  Other  parts  of  Jerlbj ;  though  even  the  reft  of  the  Jcrfcy  cyder  ba 
preferable  to  whatever  is  produced  any  where  clfe  in  America, — even  to 
the  cyder  of  Virginia,  which  is  reckoned  exceeduigly  good.  A  ftioc- 
maker  who  manufi6lurcs  lliocs  for  exportation,  employs,  here,  between 
three  hundred  and  four  hundred  workmen, — almofl  one  half  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town.  The  number  of  thefe,  has  been  greatly  aug- 
mented t)y  the  influx  of  families  which  the  late  maflacres  have  driven 
from  St.  Domingo  and  the  other  French  iilands.  Newark  lies  on  the 
river  PalTaik.  Coming  from  New  York,  we  are  obliged  to  pafs  through 
a  trad;  of  exceedingly  fwampy  ground.  A  road  was,  about  a  year  flncc,. 
conllruded,  for  the  firft  time,  through  this  morafs.  It  confifts  of  trees 
liaving  their  branches  cut  away,  difpofed  longitudinally,  one  bcfidc  an- 
other, and  (lightly  covered  with  earth  :  This  road  is,  of  courfe,  ftill  vcry^ 
didig  ccablc  to  the  tra\  eller,  and  very  difficult  lor  carriages.  Thoughj 
on  horfcback,  I  was  little  annoyed  by  this  inconvenience :  I  was  more 
dilagrecably  fenfible  of  its  difadvantagcous  narrownefs,  .which  is  fuch, 
that  two  carriages  cannot  pafs  one  another  upon  it,  and  that,  even  two 
pcrfons  meeting  on  horfcback,  cannot  eafily  avoid  juftling  one  another. 
This  ill- conllruded,  and  far  too  narrow  caulcway,  has  j:o^I,  a  great  ex- 
pcucc.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and  has,  at  each  cud,  a  broad  wooden 
bridge  of  Itrong  and  kandlbme  conftrudion.  The  toll  <;j;a(^(:(^  .at,^t;h& 
bridges  is  intended  to  defray  the  cxpcnce  of  the  road.'    ,  • 

The  way  between  Newark  and  Klizabethtov\  n,  leads  through  an 
ajirecable  country,  adorned  with  good  houfes,  and  farms  having  a  plcaf- 
ing  afped  of  culti\atlon.  The  fields  are  planted  with  fruit-trees,  par- 
ticularly with  peach-trees,  which  are  very  common  in  Jerfey.  I  fell  in 
with  a  Ibx-chafe  in  my  ihort  journ-y  on  this  road.  It  is  a  common  di- 
verllon  w  ith  the  gentlemen  of  Jcrfcy,  at  leaft  in  thefe  parts ;  and  here,  as 
in  England,  every  one  joins  the  chace,  who,  either  has  ahorfe  of  his  own, 
or  can  borrow  one.  I  ihould  almoft  have  thought,  at  the  firft  fight,  that 
I  was  in  Suffolk :  but.  both  dogs  and  liorfes  were  of  a  much  rnore  in- 
different appearance,  than  thole  i  fhould,  th^re,  ha\,e.fecii.     ^ 
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r  i?*jjhli.':^jilrtt  tJ-Tijfjrt!  hmi     WOODBRIDGE.  •  ^^^^    '«>-*J-2-^2i.ji:vrni 

From  Elizabethtown  to  Woodbridge,  a  trad  of  ten  miles,  the  laivd  Is, 
In  general,  in  a  good  ftate  of  cultivation,  but  is  more  commonly  laid  out 
in  meadows,  and  planted  \Nith  maize,  than  drcfled  for  vviicat.  The  fi)Il 
is  light  and  fandy.  When  moderately  manured,  it  yields  wheat.  I  faw 
Ibme  fields  green  with  wheat  of  a  very  good  and  promifmg  appearance. 
The  ravages  of  the  Heflian-fly  greatly  difcouragc  all  the  fiirmcrs  in  Jer- 
icy  from  the  culture  of  wheat.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  prcfent  high  price 
could  overcome  the  dillijce  >yhicb*  hcrc^  cxifts  towards  it,  as  an  article 
01  crop.     '     1.  -1         '  t  - 

"  Woodbridge  is  a  long  village,  many  of  the  houles  of  which,  lie  at  good 
diftances  from  one  another.  It  is  intcrfe<5led  by  a  fmall  ftream,  which 
foon  after  joins  a  greater  one,  called  Arthurkill,  that  falls  into  the  conti- 
guous bay  of  Amboy.  The  road,  as  you  approach  Woodbridge,  lead?, 
thrice,  acrofs  the  rl\er  Barray,  on  which  lies  the  fmall  Aillage  of  Bridge- 
town. This  is  one  of  the  moft  pleaiing  little  places  on  the  whole  way, 
on  account  of  the  varioufly  cultivated  fields  lying  around  it,  its  fmall  but 
very  neat  ncufcs,  and  its  many  fine  orchards. 

"  Between  Woodbridge  and  Brunfwick,  the  land  is  not  fertile.  The 
meadows  are  trafts  of  rough  ground.  Many  inicultivated  fields  are  to  be 
feen,  which  yield  no  other  produce  than  a  coarfe  grals.  But,  even  from 
the  heights  over  which  the  road,  at  times,  runs,  the  traveller  has  agree- 
able profped:s  of  the  river  llariton  ai  far  as  to  Amboy,  of  Amboy  itlelf, 
and  of  Staten  Ifland,  with  the  adjacent  cxpanfe  of  waters.  It  is  a  rich 
and  noble  profpe«ft,  but  one  of  which  the  eye  foon  tires.  You  approach 
the  firft  houfcs  in  Brunfwick  by  paffing  along  a  haiidfomc  wooden  bridge 
that  leads  acrofs  the  river  Rariton.  It  is  new,  and  juft  about  to  be 
finiflied ;  for  a  flood,  laft  year,  carried  away  a  former  bridge  of  too 
.ilight  conilrucftion,  that  had  been  ercded,  the  year  before.  Brunfwick  is 
the  principal  town  of  the  county  of  Middlcfcx,  which  contains  about 
•    '*  4  A  2  fcventccn 
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ievcnteen  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  two  thoufand  are  ilaves.  ThU 
town  contains,  at  prcfent,  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants ; 
and  its  population  is  annually  encreaflng.  The  iiirrounding  tesritory  and 
the  river  lie  exceedingly  low.  This  iinall  town  is  the  mart  for  the  pro- 
duce of  all  the  adjacent  country,  and  for  that  of  the  back-lands — to  th« 
great  hills,  atraA  of  twenty  miles  in  extent.  By  the  river  Rariton,  it 
has  a  direct  intercourfe  by  water,  and  a  coniid«rably  briik  tragic,  witik 
the  towi>  of  New  York. 


^   PRINCETOWN. 


As  you  approach  from  Brunfwick,  the.  adjoining  territory  is,  for  two  or 
three  miles,  pretty  agreeable.  It,  then,  becomes  rough,  and  of  a  very  ia- 
different,  reddifli  foil.  The  land  is  covered,  and  even  the  road  ob- 
{lru6bed,  with  large  maiTcs  of  fchidus.  The  way  paiTes  on,  fsom  hill  to 
hill ;  and  yet,  no  interefting  profped  appears,  to  compensate  the  toil  of 
iuch  a  journey.  Two  or  three  fmall  ftreams  are  to  be  croiTed,  which 
have  mills  upon  them.  Three  miles  from  Frincetown,  the  land  becomes 
more  level,  exhibits  a  better  ihow  of  cultivation,  and  is,  i^.  general,  mor& 
agreeable  to  the  eye.  The  houfes  belonging  to  Princctown  arc,  for  the 
fpace  of  a  mile,  cluftered  together,  in  what  is  called  a  town,  which  may 
confiH  of  from  feventy  to  eighty  houfes,  m  alL  Alm(^  all  of  thefe  ace 
furrounded  with  beautiful  ihrubbery. 

Princetown  is  famous  throughout  America,  as  the  feat  of  an  excellent 
college.  Here  are  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  aiy^ 
fifty  ftudent^,  from  aU  ditferent  parts  of  the  United  States. 


>  f 


MAIDENHEAD. 

Eight  miles  from  Princctown,  lies  Maidenhead,  where  I  am,  at  pre- 
fcnt,  writing,  on  this  Tuefday,  the  8th  of  November.  I  chofe  this  petty 
ian,  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  flage-coaches,  the  paffengers  in  which, 
naturally  cngroils  all  the  accommodation,  at  the  inns  at  which  they 
ufiially  ilop,  in  preference  to  any  folitary  rider.  I  defircd  to  c^tain  fbme 
rcfl.  In  regard  to  the  inconvenience  from  the  llage-coaches,  at  any  other 

inn, 
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iim>  I  was  veiy  indifferent :  but  as  to  my  reft,  I  was  not  indifferent ;  and 
in  this  fmall  place  I  hoped  to  enjoy  it.  But  the  only  bed-chamber  in  the 
houfe  happened,  when  I  alighted,  to  be  occupied  by  a  club  of  the  labourers 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  affcmbled  from  the  diftance 
of  two  miles  round.  Thefe  were  joined  by  people  drawn  together  on  ac- 
count of  a  horfe-race,  which  was  to  be  run  at  the  diflance  of  three  miles 
ftom  Maidenhead.  Thefe  people  had  foon  a  glafs  of  grog  in  their 
heads,  and  began  to  make  a  corvfiderable  buftle  in  the  inn.-  I  was  necef- 
farily  obliged  to  retire  with  my  table,  into  a  finall  corner  by  the  fire,  to 
anfwer  the  queftions  which  they  put  to  me,  and  to  give  tliem  the  ufe  ol* 
my  pen,  to  fcrawl  out  their  accounts.  TTiey  were  the  bcft  folks  in  the 
world ;  only,  in  refpeft  to  their  writing,  a  little  more  of  fcholars  than 
was  quite  agreeable  to  me.  I  muft,  however,  do  them  the  jufticc,  to  owoi 
thatthey  did  BWt  hinder  mc  from^  fnwking  my  fegar.  '■■,lt'-""^'^ 


J'.. 
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.b  w>    brj^i  ?:v      ARRIVAL  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

From  Maidenliead  to  Trenton,,  the  land  is  moderately  good;  At  many 
places  through  whtch>  the  way  runs,  it  is  ftiH  uncleared.  Trenton  is  the 
principal  town  of  the  State  of  New  Jcrfey.  It  contains  about  three 
iiundred  houfes,  moft  of  which  are  of  wood',  Thofe  of  the  high-ftrcet 
arc  fomcwhat  better  in  ftrufture  than  the  reft;,  yet  ftill  but  very  mode- 
rate in  their  appearance.  Trenton  poffeffes  all  the  ufual  public  buildings 
of  the  coital  of  a  ftate.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  this  town,  is 
the  paflTagc  over  the  Delaware  by  a  ferry,  which,  though  ten  ilage- 
coaches  daily  pafs  in  it,  is  filch,  that  it  would  be  reckoned  a  very  bad 
ferry  in  Europe.  The  river  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  broad. 
Here  begin  thofe  rapid  defccnts  in  this  river,  which  interrupt  its  afccnd- 
ing  navigation  for  all  but  flat-bottomed  velfels  of  eight  or  ten.  tons  bur- 
then. On  the  farther  fide  of  the  river,  the  retrofpedl  to  Trenton  is,  in  a 
confiderable  degree,  pleafing.  The  ground  between  that  town  and  the 
Delaware  is  fmooth,  floping,  decorated  with-  the  flowers  and  verdure  of  a 
fine  meadow.  In  the  environs  of  the  town,  too,  are  a  number  of  hand- 
fome  villas  which  greatly  enrich  the  landfcape.  Trenton  is  the  head- 
,'uu  tow  n 
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town  of  the  county  of  Middlcton,  which  contains  about  fix  thoufancl 
inhabitants,  and,  among  thefc,  between  four  and  five  hundred  flavcs. 

'  This  county  extends  back  towards  the  hills,  and  there  is  much  of  it  as 
yet  uncleared  and  unoccupied.  Soon  after  crofling  the  river,  the  tra- 
veller comes  to  Morrifville.  Robert  Morris,  proprietor  of  all  the  lands 

:  on  which  this  town  is  placed,  has  here  a  fine  country  feat.  He  has  efta- 
bliflied  here  a  number  offorges  :  there  is  much  iron  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  other  advantages  for  the  manufa<5lure  concur :  yet  the  eftablifliment 
has  not  hitlierto  proved  fuccefsful.  The  extent  of  his  fpeculations  fome- 
what  difordercd  his  affairs.  Withdrawing,  in  confequence  of  this,  from 
a  part  of  that  immcnfe  multiplicity  of  bufmefs  in  which  he  was  forhierly 
engaged  ;  he  will  now  be  able  to  attend  to  the  colledllng  of  the  taxes 
with  an  increafcd  vigilance,  which  can  hardly  fail  to  make  them  produc- 
tive :  for  no  man  can  bring  more  of  intelligence,  aftivity,  and  zeal,  than 
Robert  Morris,  to  the  care  of  all  that  regards  the  public  goi)d,  as  he  fuf- 
ficientb'  evinced  in  the  courfc  of  the  Revolution. 

J  Having  croffcd  the  Delaware,  the  traveller  is  within  the  limits  of 
the  province  of  Pennfyhania,  and  at  the  diflance  of  four  and  thirty 
miles  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  road  leading  along  the 
river,  fometimes  dole  to  its  banks,  fometlmes  receding  more  or  lefs  from 
it,  pafTes  through  the  beautiful  villages  of  Briflol  and  Frankfort.  The 
land  docs  not  fecm  to  be  \ery  good ;  yet,  is  not  worfe  than  fome  other 
lands  that  arc  \mder  culture,  in  PennA  Ivania.  The  road  is  broad,  and 
in  a  good  llatc  of  repair.  No  one  of  the  other  ftates  pays  fo  much  at- 
tention ttsPennfylvania,  to  its  roads  and  bridges,  a  number  of  good 
houics  arc  fcen  i'rom  the  highway.  The  nearer  you  apj)roach  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  fo  much  the  more  remarkably  does  ever}'  ^^hing  dfume  the  ap- 
pearance natural  to  the  vicinity  of  a  great  town.  »' 
Paflling  Kenfington,  you  enter  that  capital  of  Penniylvania,  and,  iii 
truth,  of  all  America,  where  almofl  all  their  g:eat  trading  fhips,  are  built. 
My  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  nay,  in  truth,  even  the  fight  of  its  fleeplc, 
excited  in  my  mind,  fomcwhat  of  that  delight  which  one  feels,  upon  re- 


turninrir,   after  lont:;;  abicnce,  to  one's  own  home. 


i. 


It  was  here  1  firfl 
landed 
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landed  from  Europe ;  here  have  I  lived  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
I  have  been  in  America ;  here  are  my  moft  intimate  acquaintance,  who, 
though  but  new,  are  the  oldeft  I  have  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Among 
them  arc- the  refpedable  family  of  Chew,  by  which  I  have  been- ever 
received  with  all  the  kindnefs  due  to  a  brother. 

I  thus  terminated  a  journey  of  feven  months  continuance,  on  which 
I  cannot  refled:  without  feeling  pleafure ;  and  in  the  courfc  of  which  I 
found  few  things  but  fuch  as  I  have  had  occafion  to  mark  with  approba- 
tion ;  though  the  fatigues  which  I  now  feci,  makes  it  ncceflary  tor  fic^c 
to  take  ibme  time  for  refrcflimcnt  and  repofe.  '   c. r.K i  jm.  ^  utiT ♦*-  •*• 
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ALTHOUGH  exceedingly  defirous  to  accomplifli  my  journey  into 
the  Southern  States,  before  the  coming  on  of  the  exceffive  hcat« ;  I 
was,  however,  obliged  to  delay  my  departure  from  Philadelphia^  till  the 
end  of  the  month  of  March.  As  the  direA  intercourfc  of  trade  between 
Oharleftown  and  Philadelphia,  is  interrupted,  during  the  winter  ;  I  could 
not  fooner  obtain  a  pafTage  to  Charleftown.  On  Thurfday,  the  24th  of 
March,  I  took  Shipping  for  Carolina  on  board  a  veiTel  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  burthen,  that  fails  conflantly,  between  Philadelphia  and 
Charleflown.  It  is  intended  to  ferve  partly  as  a  packet-boat ;  and  the 
cabin  is  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  a  dozen  pafTengers.  But,  my  fel- 
low pafTengers  and  I  were  twenty-five  in  number,  not  to  fpeak  of  four 
negroes  who  were  likewife  on  board  ;  and  we  were  crowded  together,  in 
the  mofl  difagrccable  manner  imaginable.  The  owner  of  the  vefTel  wa$ 
to  receive  twenty-five  times  twenty-five  piaflres  for  our  pafTage ;  the 
captain  was  to  receive  twenty-five  times  twenty  piaflres  for  our  board 
during  the  courfe  of  it.  It  was,  therefore,  reafonable  for  us  to  expeil, 
that  we  were  not  to  Xx,  packed  together,  like  fo  many  bales  of  goods ; 
and  that  they  would  certainly  not  receive  into  the  vcfTcl,  ten  more  than 
the  flipulated  number  of  paflengers.  Though  we  had,  for  two  days, 
nothing  but  calms  and  contrary  winds  ;  the  whole  paflage  was,  however, 
only  of  fix  days  duration.  Nothing  of  confcquence  occurred  to  our  ob- 
fervation,  in  the  courfe  <»'*  it.  Wc  met  with  not  more  than  four  fhips, 
as  we  failed  on. 

One  of  my  fellow  pafTengers  WM  Mr.  Ellworth,  of  Conncfticut,  re* 
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ccntly  appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  United  States.  All  the  Americans 
who  were  with  us,  and  they  were  almoft  all  young  people,  fhewed  him 
no  more  regard  than  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  negroes ;  though  he  be, 
next  after  the  Prefident,  the  firft  perfon  in  the  United  States,  or  perhaps, 
indeed,  the  very  firft.  Difrefpedl  to  their  feniors  and  to  pcrfons  in  pub- 
lic office,  feems  to  be  ftrongly  afFe<^ed  among  the  Americans  ;  fuch  at 
leaft  is  the  humour  of  the  rude  and  ill-bred  among  them.  This,  furely, 
proceeds  from  miftaken  notions  of  liberty :  for,  if  ever  the  public  office- 
bearers have  a  right  to  general  refpcd: ;  it  muft  be,  above  all,  in  thofe 
free  governments,  in  which  they  hold  their  authorities  in  confequencc  of 
the  eledion  of  the  people.  It  is  even  aftoniihjng,  to  fee,  how  difrefped- 
fully  the  people  carry  themfelves,  in  regard  to  the  courts  of  juftice.  They 
appear  at  the  bar,  with  their  hats  on  their  heads,  talk,  make  a  noifc, 
fmoke  their  pipes,  and  cry  out  againft  the  fentences  pronounced.  This 
laft  piece  of  conduft  is  univerfal :  and  there  are,  perhaps;,  fome  petty  in- 
ftances  of  injuftice  in  the  courts,  which  make  it  to  be  not  without  its 
ufe.  However,  this  deficiency  in  refped:  to  the  ftate  officers  who  difcharge 
the  public  fundions,  and  adminiftcr  juftice— one  of  the  greateft  blcffings 
of  fbcial  life, — is  adually  feditious,  and  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
idea  of  a  people  living  under  a  ftablc  government.     . ;  ,j. i  i^^^^v^  v>  y 

We  had  five  or  fix  Frenchmen  from  St.  Domingo,  on  board.  Two 
of  them  could  not  divert  their  minds  from  melancholy  refleftion  upon 
the  lofs  of  their  property.  They  were,  however,  gentle,  courtcous,and 
agreeable  companions.  I  pafled  moft  of  my  time,  in  endeavouring  to 
obtain  fome  previous  knowledge  of  the  country  which  1  was  about  to 
travcrfe.  In  this,  I  was  agreeably  aided  by  the  converfation  of  Mr. 
PiiiXGLE,  Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  returning  from 
appearing  as  defender  for  a  French  privateer,  in  a  caufe  before  the  fu- 
preme  court  in  Philadelphia.  We  fmoked  our  tobacco  very  often  to- 
gether, on  the  deck,  in  the  cabin,  and  in  the  fmall  after-cabin.  I  was 
aftoniflied  at  the  carelefineis  of  the  pcrfons  fmoking  their  fcgars.  But, 
ni"  aftoniflimcnt  became  infinitely  greater,  when,  on  the  day  after  our 
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arrival,  I  wiflicd  to  take  my  baggage  from  on  board,  and  faw  two  hun- 
dred tons  of  gunpowder  brought  out  of  tb«  ihip,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
there  was  Ibme  of  it  fcattered  about  in  the  fliip.  That  gunpowder  had 
been  fufFered  to  lie  under  our  tabic  over  which  we  fmokcd  our  fegars, 
and  while  the  paflage  into  the  apartment  below,  w  as  ufually  left  open. 

At  the  mouth  of  Charleftown  River,  is  a  fand-bank,  extending  from 
one  Ihore  to  the  other.  It  is  compofed  of  pretty  hard  fand,  on  which  a 
Ihip  may  cafily  ftrikc,  but  has  four  openings,  by  which  vcflcls  are  navi- 
gated acrofs  it.  Of  thefe  the  dccpeft  has  fourteen  feet  of  water  when 
the  tide  is  flowing,  and  twelve  feet  of  water  when  it  has  ebbed.  At 
fpring-tidcs  it  is  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet.  This 
fand  bank  is  never  paffed  in  the  night.  To  prevent  veffels  from  the  dan- 
ger of  fhipwrcck,  which  would  otherwnfe  be,  in  this  place,  very  great, 
both  buoys  in  the  water,  and  fuitable  marks  on  land,  have  been  carefully 
provided.  Thefe  are  exceedingly  neceffary  ;  for  though  the  fea  was 
calm,  and  the  water  clear,  we  fliould  not  have  diftinguilhed  the  proper 
place,  if  it  had  not  been  particularly  indicated  to  us.  Ships  can  anchor 
with  fafety  on  good  anchorage  ground,  immediately  before  the  fand  bank. 
But  this  they  do  not  venture,  unlefs  the  wind  be  faint,  and  the  billows 
calm.  After  paffing  the  fand  bank,  fliips  find  good  ground  for  anchorage, 
all  the  way  up  to  Charleftown*  The  bell  anchorage  ground  is  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  town.  T  ■'  "'•'!"'  ,* 

Charleftown  lies  twelve  miles  from  the  fand  bank,  at  the  conflux  of 
the  rivers  Cooper  and  Afliley.  A  fmall  wooden  fort  on  Fox  Ifland,  the 
remains  of  the  old  fort  Johnfon,  ferves  but  for  a  very  imperfei^  defence 
to  guard  the  harbour.  The  ere<ftion  of  another  fort  has  been  projeded, 
which  is  to  ftand  on  Sullivan  Ifland,  and  of  which  the  range  of  the  guns 
will  crofs  that  of  tliofe  in  Fort  Johnfon.  The  government,  to  which  the 
ifle  belongs,  gave  permiflion,  four  years  fince,  for  perfons  to  build  upon 
it,  on  condition  that  they  Ihould  hold  themfelves  ready  to  remove,  when- 
ever it  might  require.  This  ifle  is  reckoned  to  be  very  healthy.  The 
more  opulent  inhabitajits  of  the  town,  therefore,  have  houfcs  here,  to 
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which  they  refort  in  the  fummcr  heats,  that  they  may  breathe  a  purer 
and  cooler  air,  which  is  very  folicitoufly  defircd  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rice  grounds  contiguous  to  the  town,  it  is  eafy  to  forefcc  that  the  people 
who  now  refort  hither  in  iuch  numbers,  will  be  difpofcd  to  thwart  the 
government,  when  it  fhall  refolve,  for  the  Iccurlty  of  the  harbour,  to  re- 
new thofe  fortifications  which  occafioned  the  bfs  of  a  great  many  lives 
by  the  Englifh,  when  they  feizcd  this  town  in  the  year  1780.  The  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  arc  exceedingly  defirous  to  put  this  ilie 
into  a  fufficicnt  condition  of  permanent  defence,  fuch  as  might  ^ive  full 
fecurity  to  one  of  the  moft  Important  harbours  they  poflefs.  The  general 
government  wilhes  the  conftitution  to  be  in  this  Inftance  obeyed,  bccaufe 
the  conftitution  confers  upon  it  the  power  of  this  harbour :  But  the  ftatc  of 
South  Carolina,  which  would  thus  lofe  the  command  of  the  harbour, 
H-rongly  oppoles  the  dcfign.       -'^''         •  •  *  '  v         ■    ■  ' 

Charleftown  was,  in  the  time  of  the  Englilh,  furroundcd  with  fortifi- 
cations. Of  thofe  only  three  or  four  batteries,  part  good,  part  bad,  now 
remain.  A  French  engineer  has  lately  raifed  another  at  a  great  expcnce, 
but,  as  is  too  commonly  the  cafe  with  things  undertaken  in  America, 
this  fort  is  very  injudicioufly  conftru<fted.  Towards  that  fide  which  is 
parallel  with  the  river,  the  range  of  its  guns  cannot  hinder  the  accefs  of 
ihips  into  the  road.  In  that  direftion,  too,  its  left  fide  extends  too  far, 
fo  that  the  cannon  cannot  be  levelled  at  any  other  obje<ft  than  the  houfes 
of  the  town.  The  battery  is  of  wood,  but  there  has  not  been  enough  of 
wood  ufed  in  its  conftrudlon.  The  engineer  excufes  himfelf,  by  com- 
plaining that  he  has  not  been  fufficiently  fuppllcd  with  money  for  the 
cxpence.  Why  then  did  he  undertake  a  work,  which  he  was  not  fully 
to  complete  ?  For  this  he  can  offer  no  cxcufc,  but  that  he  vs  as  defirous 
to  be  employed ;  and  with  fuch  an  cxcufc  it  is  not  eafy  to  be  perfcdlly 
Iktisfied.     •    ''      ■'•■'.  ,.■.•=.„.„.,_,.-..,.,,,,.,,...     .,,..,,.  .-,. 

The  town  of  Charleftown  was  founded  in  the  year  !6;o.  Like  all 
the  reft  of  South  Carolina,  it  fuffcrcd  much  in  the  war  that  ended  In  the 
revolution.  It  was  three  }cars  in  tlic  poficirion  of  the  Englifti,  who 
fpared  no  rigour  of  command,  no  cmclty  of  punillimcnt,  no  fpollation 
-r*  .^  iB  J  of 
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of  property,  that  could  ferve  to  make  their  memory  odious.  Many  of 
the  houfcs  which  they  deftroyed  were  of  wood  ;  and,  inftcad  of  thofc, 
brick  houfes  have  been  fmce  ercdcd.  Still,  however,  fomc  of  the  more 
opulent  inhabitants  prefer  wooden  houfcs,  which  they  believe  to  be  a 
good  deal  cooler  than  thole  which  are  of  brick.  Everything  pcailiar to 
the  buildings  of  this  place  is  formed  to  moderate  the  cxceiTivc  heats ; 
the  windows  are  open,  the  doors  pafs  through  both  fides  of  the  houfcs. 
Every  endeavour  is  ufed  to  refrefh  the  apartments  within  with  frelh  air. 
Large  galleries  are  formed  to  flicker  the  upper  part  of  the  houfc  from 
the  force  of  the  fun's  rays  ;  and  only  the  cooling  north-eaft  wind  is  ad- 
mitted to  blow  through  the  rooms.  In  Charleftown  pcrfbns  vie  with  one 
another,  not  who  fliall  have  the  fincft,  but  who  the  cooleft  houfc. 

The  ftrccts  are  not  fo  well  contiived  as  the  houfcs,  to  prevent  excef*^ 
five  heat  from  the  rays  of  the  fun.  Thofe  arc  almoft  all  narrow.  They 
are  unpa^'ed,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  ftoncs ;  and  the  fand  with 
which  they  are  confequently  covered,  retains  the  heat  to  an  intolerable 
degree,  and  fpreads  it  into  the  houfes.  The  fmalleft  quantity  of  wind 
raifes  and  drives  about  this  fand  in  the  ftate  of  duft  that  is  inexpreffibly 
difagreeable  ;  and  any  flight  fall  of  rain  moiftens  it  into  a  puddle.  There 
are  ibme  foot-paths  by  the  fides  of  the  houfes ;  but  thefe  are  narrow,  in- 
terrupted by  the  doors  of  cellars,  and,  therefore,  of  very  little  ufc.  No* 
are  the  flreets  all  accommodated  with  thefe  foot-paths.  Only  two  or 
three  of  thefe  ftreets  are  paved,  and  the  flones  upon  thefe  were  brought  as 
ballafl  by  fome  fliips  from  the  northern  flates.  It  is  by  fuch  means  alone 
that  the  flreets  of  Charleftown  can  be  paved ;  but  the  expjence  is  fo 
great,  that  the  objedl  in  view  cannot  be  accompliflied  in  this  way  \  ithixi 
any  given  time. 

Houfes,  otherwife  commodious  and  well  furnifhed,  make  often  but  a 
poor  appearance  outwardly.  They  are  indifferently  painted,  or  perhaps 
not  at  all.  The  doors  and  railings  are  in  a  very  bad  flate.  The  air  being 
fo  thick  and  fb  faline,  foon  deflroys  the  colouring.  Although  fuch  a 
number  of  negroes  be  here  kept,  yet  the  houfes  are  not  preferved  fb  clean 
on  the  Infide  as  in  the  northern  States, 

The 
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^^'The  expences  of  the  table  are  nearly  the  fame  here  as  in  Philadelphia.' 
The  expences  of  equipage  arc,  at  leaft,  as  to  the  number  of  thofe  who 
bear  them,  greater.  Here  arc  few  families  who  do  not  keep  a  coach  or 
chaife.  The  ladies  are  never  feen  to  walk  on  foot.  However  Ihort  the 
journey,  the  carriage  muft  always  be  yoked.  Even  the  men,  too,  make 
frequent  ufe  of  their  carriages.  The  expence  of  fervants  is  likewife  con- 
fiderable.  Thefe,  both  male  and  female,  are  negro  and  mulatto  flaves. 
An  inhabitant  of  Carolina,  though  not  very  opulent,  rarely  has  fewer  than 
twenty  of  thefc  in  his  {tables,  in  his  kitchen,  and  attendant  upon  his  ta- 
ble. A  child  has  a  number  of  negro  children  to  attend  him,  and  comply 
with  all  his  humours  ;  fo  that  the  little  white  man  learns,  even  before  he 
can  walk,  to  tyrannize  over  the  blacks.    <-/».  Wi^  ■^•^^ru'.\-  1  ,  >'<\b..: 
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The  inhabitants  of  Charleftown  are  obliging  and  hofpitable.  They 
receive  a  ftranger  with  a  kindnefs  that  watches  to  anticipate  his  wifhes. 
They  have  fignalized  their  beneficence  and  generofity  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  towards  the  unfortunate  exiles  from  the  French  Weft  India  illes. 
With  a  liberality  eager,  refpedful,  unwearied,  they  have  fupplied  them 
with  money,  linens,  lodging.  1  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  unhappy  ob- 
jects of  this  kindnefs  have  not  conducted  themfelves  with  due  gratitude 
and  prudence ;  but  that,  with  their  ufual  lightnefs  and  want  of  reflec- 
tion, they  have  derived  little  real  advantage  from  the  hofpitality  of  their 
entertainers,  and  have  almoft  obliged  the  people  of  Charleftown  to  alter 
their  conducl  towards  them ;  yet  there  is  ftill  a  great  deal  of  charitable 
contribution  towards  their  relief.  The  Frenchmen,  too,  generally  rail 
againft  the  Americans,  curfc  them,  and  are  almoft  ready  to  aflkult  thofe  very 
pcrfons  from  whom  they  received  the  moft  benevolent  relief,  and  who  have,- 
not  without  good  reafon,  withdrawn  from  them  their  former  kindnefs.    * 

The  rich  do  not  here,  as  in  Philadelphia,  ftrive  to  improve  their  for- 
tunes only  by  fpeculations  and  ftock-jobbing.  Here  they  are,  generally, 
merchants,  and  bufily  engaged  in  adlual  traffic.  The  planter  fells  his 
produce,  for  the  greateft  price  he  can  obtain,  to  the  merchants  by  whom 
it  is  to  be  exported ;  and,  excepting  only  that  fmall  part  of  his  time  which 
this  bufmefs  demands,  fpends  all  the  reft  of  it  in  company  and  purluits  of 
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plcafurc.  Many  of  thefe  planters  live  not  upon  their  plantations,  but  go, 
from  time  to  time,  to  vliit  them  ;  and  have  ovcrfeers  conllantly  reiident 
upon  them.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  mailer  lives  in  Charles- 
tow  n.  Even  thofc  planters  who  are  more  commonly  refident  upo  .icir 
cllatcs  leave  them  from  the  month  of  June  to  November,  in  order  to  efcape 
the  dangerous  fever  with  which  white  perfons  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
rice-grounds  are  very  liable  to  be  infected  during  that  part  of  the  year. 

The  merchants  of  Charleftown  have  carried  on  a  very  adivc  trade  fincc 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war.     They  keep  a  greater  number  of 
fervants  than  thofc  of  Philadelphia.     From  the  hour  of  four  in  the  after- 
noon, they  rarely  think  of  aught  but  pleafure  and  amufement.  The  man- 
ners and  habits  of  fociet}  arc  nearly  the  fame  in  Charleftown  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  American  States.    Frequent  dinners,  frequent  parties  for  tea- 
drinking.     There  are  two  gaming-houfes,  and  both  are  conftantly  full. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina,  having  been  in  Europe,  have, 
of  confcqucnce,  acquired  a  greater  knowledge  of  our  manners,  and  a 
flronger  partiality  to  them,  than  the  people  of  the  Northern  States. 
Confequently,  the  European  modes  of  lite  are  here  more  prevalent.    The 
women  are  here  more  lively  than  in  the  north.     They  take  a  greater 
(liarc  in  the  commerce  of  fociety,  w  ithout  retaining  for  this  the  lefs  of 
modcfty  and  delicate  propriety  in  their  behaviour.     They  are  interefting 
and  agreeable,  but  perhaps  not  quite  fo  handfome  as  thofc  of  Philadel- 
phia.    Both  men  and  women  foon  begin  here  to  lofe  the  bloom  of  youth 
and  to  feel  the  infirmities  of  age.     At  the  age  of  thirty  a  woman  appears 
old.     You  often  fee  women  with  children  at  the  breaft,  who  yet  have 
all  the  wrinkles  and  haggard  looks  cf  lixty.     At  the  age  of  fifty,  the 
hair  becomes  entirely  white. 

As  to  politics,  both  the  State  and  the  people,  in  general,  are  of  the  Op- 
pofition.  Tlic  hatred  againft  England  is  almoft  univerfal.  Here  are  few 
opulent  planters  who  ha\  e  not  formerly  fufFered  much  from  Englifli  hof- 
tility.  The  number  of  the  negroes  who  w  ere  flain,  or  efcaped  from  their 
mailers,  during  the  w^ar,  was  not  lels  than  thirty  thoufand,  including  be- 
tween fix  and  leven  hundred  whom  the  Englllh  carried  away  with  them 
,  *,     ..  when 
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when  they  left  this  place.  All  here  agree  to  cherllh  an  inveterate  hatred 
againd  England,  and  by  confcqucnce  to  difapprovc  the  treaty.  At  tabic 
warmly  fedcralift  toad?,  fuch  as,  "  Permanency  to  the  Union !"  "  The 
Confidence  of  the  States  to  the  Prefident !"  are  very  common. 

It  (Iiould  iccm,  that  any  reparation  of  the  Northern  from  the  Southern 
States  would  be  very  little  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Setting  afidc  every  political  confideration,  the  neceffity  of  an  in- 
creafed  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  north,  in  order  to  augment  the 
ihipping,  and  enlarge  the  general  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States,  makes  it  their  unqueftionable  intereft  to  maintain  the  Union. 
To  this  ncccifity  of  intereft,  the  Northern  States  afc-ibe  the  prclent  par- 
tiality of  the  Southern  for  the  federal  government.  But  then  they  alledge, 
that  their  neighbours  will,  with  the  greateft  alacrity,  abandon  the  Union, 
as  foon  as  they  Ihall  have  acquired  fufficient  ftrength  to  ft  and  by  them- 
felves.  There  are,  however,  obftacles  that  ftrongly  oppofe  their  rifnig 
fpcedily  to  that  degree  of  profperity  ;  and  Ibme  of  thefe  I  ftiall  mention. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  year  1584,  and  Admiral  Col igny,  in 
the  year  1 590,  attempted,  without  fuccefs,  to  cftablifti  colonics  in  Caro- 
lina. Inteftine  diiTcnfions  and  contefts,  deftroyed  the  colonies  which 
they  introduced.  The  firft  etFetftual  fettlemcnt  of  colonifts,  in  this  ter- 
ritory, was  in  the  year  16O2.  Charles  the  Second,  after  his  reftoration, 
bcftowed  a  grant  of  this  region,  from  the  thirty-firft  to  the  thirty-fixth 
degree  of  latitude,  upon  eight  Englifli  noblemen.  Thofe  were  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  Lord  Craven,  Lord  Derby,  Lord 
Afhley,  Lord  Carteret,  and  Sir Carleton.  Thefe  noblemen  em- 
ployed the  celebrated  Locke  to  frame  a  conftitution  for  the  colony  which 
they  were  about  to  eftabliih.  He  gave  them  a  conftitution,  in  which 
the  people  'were  divided  into  nobles  and  commons ;  the  nobles  into 
landgraves,  caciques,  and  barons.  The  colonial  territory  was  divided 
into  counties.  The  firft  clafs  of  the  nobility  were  to  poflefs  each  forty- 
eight  thoufand  acres  of  land ;  the  fecond  clafs  twenty-four  thoufand 
acres ;  the  third  clafs  twelve  thoufand  acres.  A  fifth  part  of  the  whole 
lands  was  to  be  parcelled  out  aniong  the  plebeians.  A  parliament,  com- 
'  pofcd 
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pofed  of  the  nobles  or  their  reprcfentatives,  in  conjunction  with  the  rc- 
prefentatives  of  the  commons,  was  to  compofe  the  legiflative  body,  under 
the  direftion  of  the  eight  proprietors,  who  were  to  form  themfelves  into 
a  council,  in  which  the  eldeft,  Avith  the  title  of  Palfgrave,  was  to  pre- 
iide.  In  the  year  1 667,  the  firft  colonifts  came  out  hither  from  England. 
Within  a  few  years  after,  there  followed  fbme  other  emigrations  from 
England,  France,  Holland,  and  New  York. 

This  perplexed  form  of  government ;  the  continual  wars  among  the 
Englifh,  French,  and  Indians ;  diflenfions  among  the  colonifts  themfelves, 
arifing  from  the  cxclufive  inftitution  of  the  religion  of  the  Church  of 
England ;  brought  the  colony,  at  length,  into  a  ftate  of  llich  confuiion 
and  diftrefs,  that  it  was  entirely  ruined.  The  proprietors,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  inhabitants,  now  refigned  the  government  of  the  colony,  but  not 
the  territorial  property,  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  the  year  172Q,  the  King  of  England  bought  alfo  the  property  of 
che  lands,  from  the  feven  proprietors,  for  the  fum  of  twenty-two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ten  pounds  fterling;  and  the  province  was,  by  an  adl 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  divided  into  the  two  parts  of  North  and  South 
Carolina.  Lord  Carteret  alone  chofe  to  adhere,  in  refpedl  to  his  part  of 
the  property,  to  the  conditions  upon  which  the  dominion  had  been  for- 
merly ceded  to  the  government.  The  two  colonies  received  a  charter  of 
conftitution,  which  was  much  more  fimilar  than  their  former  one  to  the 
Engliih  conftitution,  and  to  thofe  of  the  other  American  colonies. 

Since  that  time,  Carolina,  and  efpecially  its  fbuthern  divifion,  has  be- 
come continually  more  populous,  more  cultivated,  and  more  commercial. 
At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it  was  confidered  as  being,  in  wealth,  and 
every  other  advantage,  one  of  the  moft  important  provinces  of  America. 

By  its  new  conftitution,  this  ftate  is  divided  into  diftri<5ls  and  parilhcs. 
The  diftridls  arc  nine  in  number.  The  conftitution  was  framed  in  the 
year  1 7Q0.  The  Icgiflature  is  compofed,  as  in  the  other  ftates,  in  a 
council  of  {even  and  thirty  members,  and  a  houie  of  reprcfentatives  of 
an  hundred  and  twenty-four  mcml  :rs.  To  be  qualified  for  being  chofen 
a  member  of  the  council,  a  man  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age,  muft  have 
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Tcfidecl  for  five  years  within  the  boundaries  of  the  ftate,  mufl  pojicfs  a 
•clear  land-cftate  of  three  hundred  pounds  llerHua:,  or  one  thoufand  five 
•hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  revenue,  if  a  rcfident  in  the  dillri«ft  for 
which  he  is  nominated ;  or  of  twice  that  value,  if  he  do  not  rcfide  within 
the  diftriift.  The  fenators  are  chofen  for  the  term  of  four  years  :  but 
one-half  of  their  number  go  out  of  office  at  the  end  of  every  two  ycar.^. 
To  be  qualified  for  eledlion  into  the  houfe  of  rcprefentatives,  the  candi- 
<iatc  mud  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  mufl  have  been  three  years  refident 
in  the  ftate,  muft  have  a  clear  eftatc  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  ten 
inegroes,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling,  which  is  equal  to  fcvcn 
hundred  7nd  fevcnty-two  dollars.  If  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  diftri«^  he 
,*vifhes  to  reprcfent,  his  fortune  muft  then  be  twice  as  great.  The  rcpre- 
fentatives are  cle<fted  for  the  fpacc  of  two  years,  and  go  out  all  at  once.  To 
•be  qualified  tor  the  office  of  governor,  a  man  m\ift  be  one  and  thirty  years  of 
age,  muft  have  been  ten  years  refident  within  the  ftate,  muft  poflcfs  a  for- 
tune of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  or  fcvcntecn  thoufand 
fcven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  free  from  debt.  The  (iovcrnor  is  ckv'kd 
for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and,  after  an  interval  of  four  years,  from  the 
time  of  his  going  out  of  office,  he  may  be  rcchofen.  The  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-governor  are  nominated  by  the  Icglllatlve  body,  and  both  at 
the  fame  time.  The  judges  are  likewife  nominated  by  the  lame  body  ; 
«nd  their  continuance  in  office  is  to  be  during  their  good  behaviour. 
The  coramiffioners  of  the  revenue,  the  fecrctary  of  ftate,  the  commander 
in  chief,  the  flieriffis,  are  likewife  named  by  the  legiflature  ;  and  they 
hold  their  offices  for  the  fpace  of  four  years.  All  charges  againft  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflature,  or  members  of  the  ftate,  are  to  be  produced  only 
before  the  houfe  of  rcprefentatives.  The  fenate  pronounces  fcntcnt  c. 
The  only  puniflimcnt,  however,  that  it  can  inflid,  is  deprivation  of  olftcc, 
.with  incapacitation  for  any  future  public  employment.  The  courts  of 
juftice  are  more  fevere.         it  J.,  »•;,"(     :,     f  ,.-<<,>-.•,;., 

Elciftors  muft  be  of  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  muft  have  been 
;two  years  refident  in  the  ftate,  and  muft  be  proprietors  each  of  fift)  acris 
of  ground,:  or  of  a  building-lot  in  fomc  town,  free  from  any  burthen  of 
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debt.  It*  not  poflcHed  of  this  property,  the  elector  muft  at  Icaft  ha\e 
rciided  fix  months  within  the  eleding  diftrid,  and  mull  be  a  contributor 
of  three  (hiUings  fterUng  annually  to  the  revenues  of  the  ftate.  Altera- 
tions in  the  conftitution  can  be  made  only  with  the  confcnt  of  two-thirds 
of  the  adlual  members  of  the  two  houfes  of  legillature  ;  and  even  after 
this  are  not  to  be  carried  into  final  accomplilhment  witliout  the  approba- 
tion of  an  equal  majority  at  the  next  fubfequent  meeting  of  thefe  bodies. 
This  conftitution  confifts  of  a  declaration  of  rights  in  ten  articles,  ex- 
tremely fimplc,  and  very  intelligible. 

At  prefent,  thofc  who  are  to  vote  for  South  Carolina,  in  the  eledion  or 
the  Prefidents  of  the  United  States,  muft  be  ^xamed  by  the  two  houfes. 
Thoic  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  who  have  pofTefTions  in  different  diftrids,. 
are  at  liberty  to  vote  in  either  of  them  at  their  pleafurc.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  Icgiflative  body  has  an  allowance  of  feven  fhillings  a  day  frcon 
the  ftate. 

The  law  of  England  is  received  as  the  common  law  as  well  of  Carolina 
as  of  almoft  all  the  reft  of  America.  Few  inftances  occur  of  departure 
from  it. 

The  law  for  the  difpofal  of  the  property  of  perfons  dying  inteflate  allots 
to  the  widow  of  a  man  dying  without  children  one  half  of  his  eftate ; 
to  the  widow  of  him  who  leaves  children  to  inherit  from  him,  only  a 
third  part  of  his  fortune.  The  children  receive  equal  fhares.  In  genc- 
Tal,  however,  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  his  property  by  will,, 
as  he  pleafes.  He,  however,  who  lives  in  open  concubinage,  may  notdevife 
away  from  his  wife  and  children  above  one- fourth  of  his  property,  other- 
wilb  his  will  is  liable  to  be  fct  afide.  Baftards,  whofe  fathers  cannot  be 
difcovered,  are  brought  up  at  the  public  charge.  But  he  whom  a  young 
woman  with  child,  in  fornication,  names  as  the  father  of  her  infant,  is 
-compelled  by  law  to  pay  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds  fterling,  or  two  hundred 
and  fifty -.eight  dollars,  for  the  fupport  and  education  of  its  childhood. 

There  is  in  Charleftown  an  eflablilhmcnt  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  It 
b  called  a  work-houfe,  but  no  work  is  dorwi  in  it.  It  cofb  the  State  the 
fum  of  £ve  thoufand. pounds  fterling,  or  twenty-one  thoufand  four  hun- 
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tired  and  twenty-eight  dollars  a  year;  and  l.ems  to  fcrve  only  as  ai\ 
afylum  for  idlencfs.  The  recovery  of  debts  gives  rife  to  many  at^tons 
at  law,  in  this  ftate.  The  procefs  is,  in  thefe  cafes,  fo  tedious,  and  the 
fentence  of  the  courts  fo  long  delayed,  that  the  bufuicfs  of  an  advocate 
becomes,  of  courfc,  very  lucrative.  It  is  faid,  that  the  corruption  of  the 
Iheriffs,  who  are  eafdy  bribed,  contribute  greatly  to  the  prefcnt  delays' 
of  the  law.  Thefe  diforders  are  the  natural  confequciice  of  the  fmalt- 
ncfs  of  the  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  and  of  their  lov<* 
of  expence.  Meflrs.  Charles  Pinckney,  Edward  Rutledge. 
pRiNGLE,  Holmes,  and  one  or  two  other  advocates,  earn,  in  their  offi- 
ces, each  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling  a  year,  or  from  eighteen  thoufand  to  twenty-three* 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars.  Eight  or  ten  others  caril 
from  ten  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand  dollars,  or  from  two  thoufand  to 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  flerling  a  year.  This  is  a  liberal  cal- 
culation of  their  gains.  Perhaps,  they  may  not  always  receive  the  moil 
pund:ual payment,  'i  'tiJ'V*  :yi:i  <•  i  W' i!  ^  '-^  •».'K*''-  v-  '  ■''  v-  ■"- 
The  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina  Is  excefTivcly  fcvere.  The  punifh^ 
ment  of  hanging  and  whipping  arc  infli<^i:cd  in  many  cafes,  in  which  the 
governments  of  Europe  ufe  lefs  fevcrity.  Death  is  the  puniihment  fot 
the  theft  of  horfes  or  mule&.  This  fevcrity  the  people  of  the  country  en- 
deavour to  excufc  by  obferving,  that  the  hdrfes  are  commonly  left  in'thci 
fields,  and  prefent  a  verj'  flrong  temptation  to  theft  to  the  unprincipled 
and  needy*  But,  fuch  local  reafons  afford  no  fatisfadory  excufe  for  fuch 
atrocious  fevcrity.  Why  fhould  conveniGUce  be  thus  preferred  to  juflicc! 
andhumanity?     HI  L^^  rU<.\^nx.i>ni:    ctstiaoa^'  Ai   .^^n^    ■■o'v':ri.!j.f?  !,<!? 

For  the  theft  of  homed  cattle,  the  punifhment  is  only  a  fine  of  ten 
pounds  flerling,  or  if  the  thief  be  Unable  to  pay  the  fine,  a  whipping  of 
nine  and  thirty  Uifhcs.  Another  criminal  law  of  extreme  fcverity  has  been 
enadcd  againfl  the  breaking  down  of  the  dyke  of  the  canal  that  forms 
a  communication  between  the  rivers  Santcc  and  Cooper:  death  is  the 
puniihment  for  this  crime.  For  the  fame  breaking  down  of  the  dykes 
tif  two  other  Canals  in  this  fiate,  the  punifhmcnt  is  only  fevcn  }cars  im- 
iiid..\f  4  C  u  i|ri(bnmcnt. 
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ptilbiimcnt,  Tlir  impoutancc  of  the  caual  iu  ciiieftion  can  never  jufti/y 
a  criminal  law  of  facli  barbarity.  Nor  is  the  difference  between  the. 
utility  of  the  canals  here  mentioned  fufficient,  to  account  in  a  fatisfadoiy: 
manner  lor  the  ditiercnccs  of  puniflinicnt.  ?  r^^i  i      .    *  tr  -■'- 

:^lt  is  faid,  that  the  fevcrity  of  thefc  laws  is  generally  mitigated  by  rc->^ 
comcncndations  to  mercy,  addrelfed  from  the  juries  to  the  Governor. 
But,  tlm  ncccffity  of  fuch  mitigation  is  a  reproach  to  the  laws ;  as  it 
Gviuccs,  tliat  thcle  have  not  cftalDllfhcd  a  due  relation  between  crimes 
and  puniliinients.  There  is,  bcfides,  rcafon  for  fuppofing,  that  however- 
humane  the  members  of  juries,  horfe-ftealing  will  more  fcldom  find  mercy, 
than  murder.  In  a  well-governed  ftate,  the  only  mode  of  ading  to- 
wards bad  lavvs  is,  not  by  compromifes  with  them,  but  by  reforming 

•  '     ■_.        . ...'it ».  - 
,»  The  laws  refpc^ling  the  negroes  are  derived  from  'an  Englifli  infti- 

tutc  of  the  year  1740.  A  juftice  of  the  peace,  with  three  freemen 
qi'  the  neighbourhood,  examine  into,  and  decide  upon,  the  crimes  of 
negroes.  No  defender  is  allowed  to  the  poor  wretch  accufcd;  and 
his  judges  have  power  to  condemn  him  to  whatever  mode  of  death  they 
ihall  think  proper.  Simple  theft  by  a  negro  is  punifhed  with  death. 
When  the  crime  is  not  fuch  as  to  deferve  capital  punifliraent,  a  juftice 
of  the  peace,  with  a  fingle  freeman,  may,  in  this  cafe,  condemn  to  what- 
ever lighter  punifliment  they  iliall  pleafe  to  infli^l.  For  the  murder  of 
a  negro  with  malicious  intent,  a  white  man  pays  a  fine  of  three  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  If  he  have  only  beaten  the  negro,  without 
intention  of  murder,  till  his  death  enfued,  the  fine  is  but  one  thoufand 
fi  vc  hundred  dollars.  He  who  maims  a  negro,  puts  out  his  eyes,  cuts  off  his 
tongue,  or  caftrates  him,  pays  only  a  fine  of  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
cl^ht  dollars.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  white  man  is  imprilbned  till  the  fine 
be  paid.  It  is  cafy  to  fee,  that  a  white  man  can,  in  fuch  cafe,  feldom  be 
i  onvided  ;  as  negroes  arc  incapable  by  law  of  giving  evidence ;  and  no 
white  man  will  readily  offer  his  teftimony  in  favour  of  a  black,  againil 
u  perfori  of  his  own  colour.  A  negro  flaying  a  white  man,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  inaftcr,  is  pardoned.  But,  if  he  do  the  fame  thing,  or  even 
,.,    ,..  but 
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Bat  wound  a  white  man,  in  the  defence  of  his  own  life,  he  will  even- 
tually be  put  to  death.    A  more  diligent  examination  orthefe  laws  might^ 
difcover  many  other  odious  things  in  themr      •—!"  ^  -  •  ^"^^      '»  ^>r.i.<? 

The  moft  enlightened  people  in  Carolina  fee  the  neccffi'ty  of  an  altera-^ 
tion  of  thefc  laws ;  and  it  is  faid,'  that  the  next  meeting  of  a  new  legiila*' 
turc  will  take  up  this  matter.  lam  afiaid,  that  any  reform  will  not  be 
fuch  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  fliould  fccm,  that  thole  who  mention  this 
fubjed:  arc  ftrongly  imprclTed  with  the  idea  of  the  necdTity  of  the  mca- 
fure.  ' 

I  have  vifited  the  prifons  of  Charleftbn,  which,  it  is  averted,  are  the*- 
beft  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  they  form  one  fnigle  building,  which 
is  feveral  ftorics  high.     The  rooms  are  pretty  fpacious  and  airy,  but  few 
in  number.     Debtors  are  in  a  feparate  romu.     Felonsi  either  imprifoned 
on  fufpicionorconvidled,  are  confined  with  the  police-prifoners;  and  all. 
are  treated  on  the  fame  footing.     They  are  all  in  irons ;  a  dreadful  treat- 
ment, but  which  Is  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the  fmallncfs  of  the 
prifon,  and  of  the  facility  of  plotting  mutinies.     The  prifoners  are  per- 
mitted only  to  walk  about  in'  their  room  ;  the  prifon  having  no  court, 
where  they  might  take  cxercife.     The  jailor  is  allowed  one  fliiHing  a-day 
for  the  board  of  each  priibneri  for  which  money  he  gives  him  a  pound  of 
bread  every  day,  and  meat  three  times  a  week. 

Criminal  offences  are  very  numerous  in  Carolina,  and  their  number  is 
faid  rather  to  increafe  every  year,  than  to  dccrcafe.  Thirty- four  pri- 
foncrs  were  to  be  tried  laft  fcflion  in  the  diftrift  of  Charlefton  only, 
which  in  l/Ql  contained  twenty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-one  inhabitants)  and '  its  prefent  population  comprifcs  from  thirty- 
two  to  thirty-three  thoufand  fouls.  The  negroes  have  their  pecu- 
liar courts,  and  diiiln<5l  prifons,  whither  they  are  fent  by  fuch'  mailers, 
ias  chufe  not  to  inflid  any  puniihment  themfclves,  to  receive  a  certain 
nunibtr  of  laflies.  The  negroes  in  the  diftrift  of  Charlefton  amount  to 
frAy-fiVc  thoufand:  their  total  number  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  is 
cftilnatied  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand.  At  the  tim€  of  the  laft 
compultation  ir^  1 700/  the  ftatc  contained  one  hundred  and  fevcn  thou- 
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fand  one  hundred  flaves,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fevcnty-nine  white  people.  Lawyers  and  judges  have  in- 
formed me,  that  the  white  inhabitants  of  CaroUna  commit  more  crimi- 
nal otFences,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  than  the  negroes.  Some 
mailers  may  perhaps,  from  avaricious  motives,  Ihelter  their  flaves  from 
puniflimcnt,  as  they  receive  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  dollars 
"for  an  executed  flave ;  but  this  can  only  take  place  in  regard  to  crimes 
perpetrated  in  the  midft  of  plantations.  Few  people,  aflaulted,  robbed 
or  injured  by  the  negroes,  would  refrain  from  profccuting  them,  merely 
to  lave  their  mailers  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars. 
The  refult  of  this  comparifon  is,  therefore,  clearly  in  favour  of  men,  for 
whom  the  flavery  and  contempt,  in  which  they  live,  would  powerfully 
plead,  if  it  were  otherwifc.  '       "•■"*  ' 

. .  The  military  regulations,  which  until  1 794  were  extremely  incom- 
plete, were  in  that  year  rendered  more  perfe(ft.  They  divide  the  whole 
Hate  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  comprehends  five  brigades ;  and  the 
other,  four.  The  two  majors-general,  who  command  the  two  dlvifions, 
and  the  nine  brigadiers,  under  whofe  orders  arc  the  different  brigades,  as 
well  as  the  adjutant-general,  arc  appointed  by  the  legiflature.  E^cli 
brigade  is  divided  by  the  commanding  officers  into  as  many  regiments  as 
the  population  will  admit.  The  officers  are  nominated  by  the  regi- 
ments, battalions,  and  companies,  to  which  they  belong;  but  they  arc 
promoted  in  the  order  of  their  fcrvicc.  v^fm')'  l^ 

E\ery  male  inhabitant,  as  foon  as  he  has  attained  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  age,  is  apprifcd  by  a  non-commiilioncd  officer,  in  the  name  of  the 
captain  of  the  dillri^t,  tliat  he  belongs  to  the  militia.  This  notice,  which 
is  given  before  witucires,  is  the  only  formality  obfcrvcd  in  this  cafe.  The 
companies  aiTcmble  one  day  every  month,  and  the  regiments  or  batta- 
lions tvNo  days  a  year,  to  go  through  the  exercife.  Abfentecs,  whcthe? 
ofiiccrs  or  ioidicts,  v,ho  have  no  lawful  picas  to  offer,  arc  puniihcd  by  A 
fine,  proportionate  to  their  rank,  or  imprifoned,  if  they  cannot  raiie  th^ 
trie.  In  cafe  of  a  difobcdience  of  orders,  heavier  {>enalties  are  'infljix^ed* 
Officer j,  in  cafe  of  mifccndud,  af*  tried  at  the  inilance  of  tlic  Gp.ycr-t 
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nor,  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  confifting  at  Icaft  of  three  members,  one  of 
whom  muft  hold  the  fame  commiflion  as  the  offender,  who,  if  he  chufe, 
may  demand  a  court-martial. 

All  white  apprentices  or  fer\'ants  muft  be  armed  and  equipped  by  tlicir 
maftcrs,  who  are  refponfiblc  for  them  to  the  courts- martial.  For  every 
fault  they  commit,  in  regard  to  the  military  fcrvice,  they  arc  obliged  to 
lerve  their  mailers  a  fortnight  beyond  their  time. 

The  brigadiers  are  at  the  fame  time  infpedors  of  their  divlfions,  for 
which  they  receive  two  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
pay  attached  to  their  rank.  The  commanders  of  battalions  are  bound, 
on  the  firft  notice  of  difturbanccs  having  broken  out  in  the  province,  U> 
aflemble  their  corps,  and  immediately  report  to  tlicir  fuperiors  the  rea- 
fons,  why  they  have  done  fo.  In  cafe  of  danger  of  an  attack,  or  a  con-« 
fiderable  revolt,  the  military  are  obliged  to  fire  three  mufkct-fliots  as  a 
fignal,  which  is  repeated  by  all  who  hear  it,  and  upon  which  eveiy  officer 
muft  aiTemble  his  men  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  The  Governor  is 
inverted  with  the  right  of  aiTcmbling  the  troops  on  all  occtifions.  If  they 
are  obliged  to  march  beyond  their  ufual  places  of  rendezvous,  they  re- 
ceive the  fame  pay  as  regular  troops,  and  the  fourth  part  of  each  corrr- 
j>any  remain  armed  in.  the  diftri<S.  for  the  patroling  fervice.  The  foldiers 
arc  allowed  to  find  able  fubftitutes>  who  may  march  in  their  ftcad,  but 
no  one  can  be  exempted  from  the  patroling  fervice.  In  cafe  of  an  in- 
lurrciftion,  the  officers  poffefs  a  difcretionary  power  of  making  the  heft 
ufe  of  arms>  ammunition,  and  velfels,  wherever  they  find  them.  The 
Governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  has  the  right  of 
mitigating  or  annulling  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial.  The  fines  arc 
applied  to  the  purchaie  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  the  companies,  in  which, 
they  happen  to  be  levied.  ^'-  "■' 

Thefc  are  the  chief  articles  of  war.  General  Pinckney,  brigadier  and 
infpe<Jlor  of  the  firft  divifion,  is-  an  officer  of  great  merit ;  he  devotes  all 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  fervice,  and  derives  much  additional  autho- 
rity from  the  confidence,  and  refpe<Sl,  which  he  univcrfally  enjoys*  The 
regulations  for  the  exercife  are  diftind  and  good ;  bv^t  the  militia  are,  upon 
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the  whole,  badly  armed,  and  fbme  of  them  have  no  arms  at  all.  The 
ftate  has  few  or  no  cannon,  no  powder  magazine,  and  no  balls.  A  law 
was  ena<5led  in  1 795,  ordering  two  thoufand  mulkets,  thirty-fix  cannons, 

•five  hundred  brace  of  piftols,  five  hundred  fwords,  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  of  gun-powder,  to  be  provided.  Thefe  fmall  flores,  which  are 
bought  by  command  of  the  -  Governor,  will  not  be  completed  for  fbmc 
years.  This  abfolute  neglect  of  *11  means  of  defence  is  common  through- 
out America;  and  if  you -mention  itto  men  of  property,  moft  of  them 
will  return  in  anfwcr — "  America  was  ftill  more  deftitute  of  every  thing 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution."     This  anfwer  is  pleafing 

iCnough,  as  itbefpeaks  die  fame  energ)- which  America  difplayed  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution;  but  to  provide  proper  means  of  defence  is  by  no 
means  inconfiftcnt  with  energy. c»i.^;/  y-ji  \:-V'--^hf  .^;  ' 

i:    The  taxes  in  South  Carolina  are  aflcflcd  on  lands,  poffeffions  in  the 

•towns,  and.monied  capitals,  employed  in  trade,  banks,  or  otherwife.  Free 

fiiegrocs,  as  well  as  flaves,  pay  a  capitation,  in  regard  to  which  all  men  or 
women  of  colour  are  efteemed  negroes.  ;J;  rbiv/ 

►  The  land  is  divided  by  the  law  into  nine  elaflcs,  from  the  rice-fwamps, 
which  are  watered  by  the  floodj  to  the  foil  which,  in  the  general  opinion, 

.admits  of  no  cultivation.  According  to  this  gradation  the  land  is  rated 
from  twenty-fix  dollars  down  to  twenty  cents  the  acre,  and  pays  one- 
half  per  cent.  The  pofleffionsin  the  towns,  and  monied  capitals,  are  ai- 
fefled  in  the  fame  proportion.  Free  negroes  from  fixteen  to  iifty  }icars  of 
Qgc  pay  a  poll-tax  of  two  dollars  gaclj,  and  flaves  of  whatever  age  or  fex 
one  dollar,  Carriages  kept  for  amufcment  pay  three-fourths  of  a  dollar 
for  each  wheel.  mj--»  &  i.,-  l  .itn/.u: 

;i  The  tax-gatherers  arc  appointed  by  the  leglflature,  and  continue  m 
p1;\ce,  until  they  obtain  their  difmiflal.     Thcfc  officers  of  the  ftate  are 

'bound,  in  general,  to  find  fecurily  for  th?/um  of  four  thoufand  two' hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars,  and  thofs  of  Charlcfton  for  forty-two  thoufand 

.eight  hundred  dollars.  -On  a  notice  from  the  tax-gatherers,  all  the  inha- 
bitants muft  make  a- declaration  upon  oath  pf  their  taxable  property  in 

.land,  town-lhares,  fla,v(Js,  and  carriages.     A  falfc  declaration  fubje<fts  to  a 
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penalty  of  five  times  the  amount  of  the  fiim  concealed,  and  in  cafe  of  a 
declaration  being  refufcd,  the  collcdlora  make  out  an  cdimatc,  and  the 
defaulter  pays  double  his  fhare  of  taxes.  In  cafe  of  any  inhabitant  think- 
ing himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  aflcfTors,  he  is  bound  to  declare  his  whole 
property,  and  is  believed.  Thefe  afleflments  arc,  however,  generally 
ipeaking,  very  moderate,  as  on  the  lairgcft  property  they  fcarccly  amount 
to  five  hundred  dollars.  luii,  4rili:*       '■  j^l^^viiT    . "'. 

•r'^'Thc  tax-gatherers  tranfmit  to  the  treafurers  of  the  ftate  (one  of  whom 
is  appointed  for  Upper  Carolina  and  another  for  Lower  Carolina)  the 
lifts  of  the  inhabitants  then  taxed,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  have  rcfufed 
to  make  their  declaration,  and  a  general  table  of  the  amount  of  the  taxes. 
Thcfc  lifts  and  tables  are  ftuck  up  in  the  chief  places  of  the  diftri<ft,>  and 
every  perfon,  who  pays  not  his  taxes  according  to  the  lifts  within  ten  days 
after  their  publication,  may  be  profecuted  and  confined.  Taxes  muft  be 
paid  in  preference  to  all  other  debts.  The  inhabitants  may  chufe  the 
parifh,  where  they  intend  to  pay.  The  colledors  are  in  general  allowed 
five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  their  receipts,  but  in  Charlefton  only  one 
and  half  per  cent,     ^vi^fi  j  i  ^v^  .„..,.    .  .  ••      -»    j 

T  f  Thele  taxes  are  adequate  to  the  expenditure  of  the  ftate,  -which  in  the 
year  1 7Q7  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  dollars.  But  delays,  inconveniencies,  and  con- 
fiderable  deficiencies,  frequently  arife  from  the  circumftance,  that  the 
collc^flors  and  aflcflbrs  are  the  fame  perfons,  that  no  checks  upon  them 
are  kept,  and  that  the  inhabitants  have  the  right  of  paying  their  taxes 
in  which  parifti  they  chufe.  .   ^.-  .   :.     •■-,;" 

"  The  roads  in  South  Carolina  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  negroes,  who 
arc  obliged  conftantly  to  work  at  the  roads,  which  border  upon  the 
plantations  to  which  they  belong.  White  people,  who  have  no  ftave, 
muft  do  the  work  themfclvcs.  The  ftate  pays  the  cxpence  for  all  public 
buildings ;  of  confcquence  there  exift  no  county-rates.  The  poor  are 
ftipported  by  a  tax  on  Haves,  and  on  white  people  who  have  nbne. 
Town-rates  arc  levied  on  the  fame  principle ;  in  Charlefton  they 
amount  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars.     This  town 
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raifes  nearly  two  thoufand  dollars  a  year  by  licences  for  felling  wine  and 
orandy.  .,f..  »»j,^j-  f.r^  .>4*.  .»<j^a. 

^yj>Thc  public  debt  of  South  Carolina  is  of  two  Ibrts.  One  part  of  it  was 
cbntraiftcd  at  the  time  of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  meet  ihc  expence  caufcd 
by  it,  and  which  the  Union  has  taken  upon  itlclf,  under  the  name  of  the 
general  expence :  the  amount  of  this  debt  is  from  one  million  and  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  to  one  million  and  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The 
Union  pays  to  the  ftate  feven  per  cent  on  this  debt,  until  it  be  dif- 
charged,  and  this  intcrefh  it  pays  again  to  its  creditors,  and  a6ls,  there- 
fore,-merely  as  a  depoiitary  or  truftee.  But  in  cafe  of  the  ftate  paying 
any  part  of  this  debt,  the  Union  remains  neverthelefs  its  debtor,  for  in- 
iftance,  if  the  ftate  Ihould  fell  land,  to  pay  fuch  debt.  It  claims  at  pre- 
,fent  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  for  forts,  ereded  on  the 
Indian  frontiers,  and  other  expcnces,  relative  to  thefe  works  of  defence. 
If  this  claim  ihould  be  admitted,  as  probably  it  will,  the  money  will  be 
expended  for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  without  leffening  the  debt  of  the 
Union ;  the  intereft  or  capital  paid  by  it  will  ferve  to  eafe  the  burthen 
of  the  taxes,  or  be  employed  for  fome  other  ufeful  purpofe  in  the  ftate. 
The  reft  of  the  public  debt  is  that,  which,  although  for  the  major  part 
•contracted  during  the  war  and  on  its  account,  has  not  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Union  as  a  general  debt,  and  remains  therefore  at  the 
■charge  of  the  ftate.  Its  amount  was  from  two  hundred  and  fifteen  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  but  it  has  been  paid  off  to 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  dollars.  A  tax  of  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar  on  every  negro,  and  fome  other  impofts  on  diftillerics, 
itobacco,  &c.  are  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  this  debt,  ten  per  cent 
being  yearly  paid  of  the  capital.  The  whole  debt  will  be  difcharged  in 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  tliefe  taxes  ceafe  accordingly.  The  fum  which 
yet  remains  due  originates  merely  from  a  frigate,  and  was  contraAed  un- 
der the  following  circumft.ances. 

In  17/8  or  1779,  Commodore  Gil LON,  of  Carolina,  being  commif- 
iioned  by  South  Carolina  to  procure  a  frigate,  propofed  to  the  Prince  of 
.I^uxcmbourg,  to  deliver  a  Ihip  of  that  defcription.     The  bargain  was 

concluded 
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concluded  in  this  manner,  that  for  the  expence  incurred  by  fitting;  out 
this  frigate,  the  Prince  was  to  have  a  fourth  of  the  neat  proceeds  of  all 
the  prizes  takdn  by  the  (hip,  and  in  cafe  of  her  being  taken,  the  whole 
value  of  the  frigate.    She  was  built  in  Holland,  and  mounted  forty -eight 
guns.     Some  months  clapfed,  before  (he  could  be  of  any  fer^'icc,  bccaufe 
the  Prince  engaged  the  crew  in  France.     At  length  file  put  to  fea,  and 
took  fcveral  prizes,  but  was  afterwards  taken  off  the  American  coaft,  and, 
as  the  Pfincc  afflcrtcd,  through  Gillon's  mifconduA,  whom  he  charged 
with  having  furrendcred  her  to  the  Englifti  for  a  confidcrable  fum  of  mo- 
ney.    The  ftate  acknowledged  a  debt  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
all  the  prizes  being  prcvioufly  deduced,  in  addition  to  the  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  which  the  Prince  had  already  received.     After  the  death 
of  the  Prince  his  heirs  fcnt  Dr.  Cutting,  an  American,  one  of  the  phy- 
sicians of  the  army,  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  that  fum.    The  Marflial 
de  Castri  ES,  from  an  opinion,  that  the  frigate  had  been  built  for  French 
money,  that  the  Prince  had  only  adled  as  a  fecret  agent  of  France,  who 
wiihcd  to  affift  America,  before  (he  had  publicly  declared  herfclf  in  her 
favour,  claimed  this  debt,  as  being  the  property  of  the  royal  trealury. 
The  French  conful  oppofed  therefore  in  1/95,  the  claim  of  the  Prince's 
heirs,  adding,  that  even  in  the  cafe  of  its  forming  a  lawful  demand  of  the 
late  Prince,  it  was  now  efcheatcd  to  the  French  Republic ;  all  his  own 
cftates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  heirs,  having  been  confifcated  on  the 
ground  of  emigration.     The  payment  is,  therefore,  deferred,  and  the 
ftate  of  Carolina,  which  has  the  money  ready,  is  only  waiting  for  the 
fentence  of  a  competent  judge,  as  to  the  perfons  to  whom  fhe  is  to  pay 
the  debt.     In  the  meanwhile  Mr.  Cutting  has  received  from  the  ftate 
four  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  the  amount  of  his  difburfement.s,  on  con- 
dition of  refunding  this  fum",  if  the  law-fuit  ftiould  be  decided  againft  the 

■heirs    "'=*^'"""*  J^V' "S'  >«       JXiifyn^'LiyiHi^  .■  -  .  t-ru  -iriTyj;  »  ;^-»t*  •iv-T.'S  j^i  .-■ -i«« -t*'  v#»j»j 

'  The  ftate  of  South  Ccirolrna  pays  its  officers  better^  than  any  other 

ftate  of  tlic  Union.     The  Governor's  pay  is  two  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and  Itfty-twb  dollars ;  the  Chicf-jufticc  has  three  thoufand  three  huh- 

d:red;  the  other  judges   two  thouiimd  five  hundred.     This  pay  being 

■"'■'•■  4  D  -'  nearly 
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nearly  equal  to  that  paid  by  the  Union,  is  the  reafon  why,  in  Carolinfi, 
places  under  the  Union  are  not  eagerly  fought  after. 

South  Carolina  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  the  devaftation 
of  her  poflcffions  by  the  Englifh,  and  the  entire  flagnation  of  her  trade. 
The  utmoft  fcarcity  of  fpecies  prevailed  throughout  the  ftatc,  and  this  was 
the  realbn  why  neither  any  public  or  private  debt  was  paid.  From  thefc 
confulerations  the  Icgiflature  rcfolved,  in  1785,  to  introduce  paper-mo- 
ney, opened  for  this  purpofe  a  loan  for  one  hundred  thoufiuid  pounds 
fterling,  for  five  years,  and  paid  in  paper-money  double  the  value  of  the 
gold,  filver,  and  other  precious  effedls,  which  were  depofited  by  the  cre- 
ditors. This  money  was  received  by  the  treafury  of  the  ftatc  in  payment 
of  old  debts  as  well  as  of  taxes.  If  the  borrower  did  not,  at  the  appointed 
time,  reimburfe  the  fum  borrowed,  together  with  the  annual  intereft  of 
feven  per  cent,  the  effeds  depofited  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate, 
until  the  entire  difchargc  of  the  debt.  This  fort  of  loan,  which  was  to 
ceafe  in  1791,  has  been  prolonged  until  1801  ;  and  the  intereft  is  em- 
ployed for  the  I'ervice  of  the  ftate,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  which  may 
take  place  under  the  head  of  taxes.  This  paper-money,  which  no  law 
forced  into  a  compullbry  circulation,  was  fo  frequently  offered  in  the 
courfe  of  private  tranfadlions,  that  it  could  not  be  refuied.  It  fuffered 
a  depreciation  of  twenty  per  cent,  but  at  prefent  it  is  fcarcely  below 
par,  except  in  purchafmg  foreign  bills,  when  it  is  at  ninety-nine  per  cent, 
otherwife  it  is  at  par  with  bank  notes  and  fpecies. 

^  To  two  banks,  inftituted  in  Charleftown  three  or  four  years  ago,  is 
chiefly  to  be  attributed,  that  a  period  has  been  put  to  this  depreciation  of 
the  paper  money,  and  all  commercial  operations  are  now  carried  on  with 
greater  facility ;  the  moft  fubftantial  houfes  were  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
Ave  per  cent  intereft  a  month  for  hard  cafh.  This  is  more  or  lefs  the 
cafe  in  all  the  trading  towns  of  the  United  States.  It  is  yet  very  common 
for  planters  to  borrow  monej'  on  mortgage  at  the  fame,  nay,  higher  in- 
tereft. This  may,  however,  in  part  be  occafioned  by  the  general  fcarcity 
of  fpecies,  and,  in  peculiar  cafes,  from  the  circumfciibed  fortunes  of  the 
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planters,  perhaps  alfo  from  their  prodigal  mode  of  lifc«  by  which  they  are 
obUged  to  rcfort  to  fuch  rcfourccs. 

This  notorious  fcarcity  of  money,  as  well  us  the  poverty  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Carolina  were  reduced  by  the  defolation  of  the  Englilh, 
induced  the  IcgiHature  in  1788  to  grant  the  debtors  an  indult  for  five 
years,  on  condition  of  their  paying  yearly  a  fifth  part  of  their  debt,  and 
giving  fccurlty  for  the  whole. 

In  South  Carolina  there  are  two  banks.  One  is  a  branch  of  that  of  the 
United  States.  Its  feat  is  at  Philadelphia,  and  its  capital  belongs  to 
that  of  the  chief  bank.  It  was  inftituted  in  1 790,  and  is  managed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  all  the  other  branches  of  that  bank.  The  dividend  is  at 
prefcnt  one  half  per  cent. 

In  1 70'^^  another  bank  was  eftabliflied  by  feveral  merchants  of  the 
town,  under  the  name  of  the  South  Carolina  bank.  The  capital  conflfled 
at  firfl  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  five  thoufand  fharcs  of  forty 
dollars  each  ;  but  the  following  year  it  was  increafed  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  by  two  thoufand  five  hundred  new  Ihares.  Lafl  March 
it  was  raifed  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  by  five 
thoufand  new  iliarcs,  of  twenty-five  dollars  each.  Thofe  new  fhares 
were  raifed  five  dollars  on  very  jufl  grounds,  fince  the  holders  of  the  new 
ihares  participate  in  the  benefits  arifmg  from  the  dividends  not  yet  paid. 
This  bank  is  not  yet  incorporated ;  tlie  fecurity  of  the  flock  holders,  and 
of  thofe  who  accept  their  notes,  depends  therefore  entirely  on  the  capital 
of  the  bank,  and  on  the  private  property  of  the  dirc(flors,  as  far  as  it  is 
known.  It  will  be  incorporated,  it  feems,  during  the  next  feflion  of  the 
legiflature.  This  bank  regulates  the  dividends  every  three  months.  In 
the  years  1 7Q2  and  1 7g3,  thefe  amounted  to  nine  per  cent ;  and  in  1 7Q4, 
1795,  and  the  firfl  fix  months  of  1 79O,  to  fifteen  per  cent.  The  diredors 
alfo  flate,  that  they  have  kept  back  and  laid  by  fixty  thoufand  dollars  out 
of  the  profits.  The  bank  tranfa^ls  bufinefs  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
other  banks  in  America,  but  it  is  faid  to  have  exceeded,  in  the  circulation 
of  its  notes,  that  proportion  to  its  capital,  which  prudent  diredors  of  a 
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bank  generally  obfen-e.  But  faccefs  has  juftificd  the  management  bCthifti^ 
dire<ftors,  as  its  credit  is  at  prefent  more  firmly  cftablifhcd  than  ever.  The 
increafe  of  the  capital  flock  enables  the  direftiort  to  enlarge  the  bufincfs 
df  the  bank,  without  overleaping  the  bounds  of  prudence ;  and  the  capital 
is  intended  to  be  incrcafed  to  one  million  of  dollars  within  two  years.  •'- 
'^Thfc  inflltution  of  thefe  two  banks  has  been  attended  in  Carolina  with 
the  fame  effects,  which  banks  generally  produce  in  all  trading  countries ; 
nav,  the  rcfults  have  been  rather  more  beneficial  in  this  country,  becaufc 
the  fcarcity  of  money  was  here  uncommonly  great.  Trade  and  com- 
merce have  been  greatly  enlarged  by  means  of  the  money  advanced  to 
the  merchants,  and  by  other  circumflances.  The  trade  to  India,  in  which 
Charlellown  yearly  employs  ibme  fhips,  has  been  increafcd,  and  agricul- 
ture raifed  by  liims  of  money  advanced  to  diftrcfled  planters,  whofe  fcttle- 
ments  would  otherwife  have  been  fold.  The  bank  has  alfb  aflifled  the 
company  of  the  Santee-canal  with  confidcrable  fums,  and  thus  promoted 
this  work,  which  is  generally  deemed  highly  important  for  the  agriculture 
and  trade  of  South  Carolina.     Its  notes  circulate  alfo  in  Georgia. 

Few  planters  pofTefs  any  coiifiderable  fortunes,  excepting  a  Mr.  Bligh, 
\\'h''  efides  in  England,  and  is  proprietor  of  fome  very  fine  and  valuable 
plaiitatiorts  in  South  Carolina.  He  has  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  ne- 
gi-oes,  and  ratlcs  yearly  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  barrels  of  rice.  They  fed  yet  the  confequcnces  of  the  war, 
though  in  a  lefs  fcnfible  degree  ;  moft  of  them  are  flill  involved  in  debt,' 
and  owe  confidcrable  fums  to  merchants,  either  for  negroes,  fince  the  time 
when  it  was  llill  lawful  to  import  them  into  Carolma,  or  for  the  yearly 
fupplies  of  their  plantations  wifh  provifion,  fof  which  the  harvefl  is  in- 
tended as  a  fecurity,  without  being  at  all  times  applied  to  the  payment  of 
their  debt.  Speculations  in  the  public  funds  form  alio  a  confidcrable  branch 
of  commerce  to  thofc  who  fpeculate  with  judgment  and  prudence.  The 
ftocks  of  the  Union  are,  from  the  fcarcity  of  money,  always  at  a  lower 
price  in  Charlcfliown  than  Philadelphia. 

In  1 7ft8  the  importatibn  of  negroes  into  Carolina  from  Africa  ■whs  pro- 
hibited.    This  prohibition  was  occufioncd  by  the  debt,  which  the  plant- 
ers 
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crs  had  contra<3:e<l ;  and  by  the  neceffity  under  which  the  legifiature  found 
itfelf,  to  fccurc  the  payment  of  it  by  poftponing  the  inftaiments,  and  to 
prevent  the  opening  of  a  new  fburce  of  debt,  before  the  old  was  difchargcd. 
The  prohibition  extended  only  to  1 793,  but  was  afterwards  enlarged  un- 
til the  end  of  1 79O  ;  it  has  however  always  met  with  ftroug  oppofition 
on  the  part  of  the  planters,  which  increafcs  in  proportion  as  their  eftatcs 
are  cleared  of  debt.     It  expires  on  the   iftof  January,  1797.     Violent 
debates  arc  expcdcd,  but  the  friends  of  the  prohibition  are  likely  to  pre- 
vail, efpccially  as  the  demand  of  Carolina  indigo  has  decrcafed,  and  the 
back  country,  which  produced  u  confiderablc  quantity  of  this  article,  and 
for  this  purpofe  Hood  much  in  need  of  negroes,  now  needs  them  lefs  for 
the  culture  of  Indian  <j'orn,  wheat,  and  tobacco,  which  has  pretty  gene- 
rally been  fubftitutcd  in  the  ftcad  of  indigo.     As  to  the  confequenccs  of 
this  prohibition,  it  is  allowed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  negroes,  who  were 
formerly  treated  with  great  cruelty,  have  fmce  experienced  a  much  milder* 
treatment.     The  negroes  are  fold  in  the  market  of  Charleftown  like  bul- 
locks and  horfcs  ;  the  day  of  the  intended  audion  being  previouily  adver- 
tilcd  in  the  newfpapers.     They  are  expoled  to  fale  on  a  fort  of  ftagc, 
turned  about,  and  exhibited,  from  all  fides,  by  the  common  cryer,  put  up 
and  adjudged  to  the  highcft  bidder.  This  fpedacle,  vvhich  is  offered  four 
or  five  times  a  week,  renders  the  fpedators  callous.     Population,  which 
in  well  managed  fettlements,  increafcs  in  the  proportion  of  fix  r  :r  hun- 
dred, cannot  in  this  ftate  be  averaged  higher  than  at  two  per  cent.     A 
negro,  who  works  well,  cofts  from  three  hundred  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  a  common  negro  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a  common  nc- 
grcfs  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

South  Carolina  is  divided  by  nature  into  two  parts,  Upper  and  Lower 
Carolina.  Along  the  coaft,  and  more  than  one  hundred  miles  wcHwards, 
the  country  is  flat  and  level.  Here  are  the  f>yamps,  partly  formed  by  the 
tide,  which  axe  called  tidejwamps ;  and  partly  watered  out  of  large  rcfer- 
voirs,  which  being  at  a  greater  diftancc  fr9m  the  fca  than  the  former,  are 
known  by  the  name  of  inland-fvoamps.  About  one  hundred  miles  be- 
hind them  the  country  fwclls  ,into  hills,  and  rifcs  in  progrelTive  gradatiQn* 
_.  until 
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until  at  length  it  terminates  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which  fcparate 
the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  thofe  which  difchargc 
themfelves  into  the  Miffifippi. "'-"  '  »  >ni... 

'  From  this  natural  divifion  of  the  country  arifes  a  twofold  mode  of  cul- 
tivation. In  the  low  country  rice  is  cultivated,  and  the  nccciTary  com  for 
the  fubfift'*nce  of  the  negroes.  The  land,  fituated  between  the  fwamps, 
which  fecms  Tandy,  and  bears  notliing  but  pines,  might  be  fown  witli 
corn,  but  it  remains  uncultivated  from  want  of  hands.  ■'4"f;.-'?,«  -?fi^-rfi' 
The  iflands  along  the  coaft  of  So'nth  Carolina,  and  even  ibmc  tra«fts 
of  the  coaft,  were,  until  thefe  late  years,  entirely  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  indigo ;  but  cotton  is  now  cultivated  in  its  room.  In  the  upper  country, 
where  the  cultivation  of  cotton  alfo  begins  to  gain  ground,  tobacco  is 
riiilcd,  together  with  all  fpccies  of  grain.  The  moft  opulent  planters  only 
refide  in  the  lower  country  ;  people  of  Icfs  property,  or  of  no  property  at 
all,  live  in  the  upper  countrj-,  where  they  endeavour  to  raifc  a  fortune  by 
clearing  land,  which  is  generally  fold  them,  on  credit,  for  one  or  two 
■  dollars  per  acre,  and  which  they  may  eafily  fell  again  for  four  or  five  times 
as  much,  after  they  have  cleared  the  ground,  and  paid  the  purchafc-mo- 
ney  out  of  the  produce  of  the  firft  years.  -  ♦ 

The  climate  in  Lower  Carolina  is  warm,  damp;  unsettled,  and  un- 
healthy. The  inhabitants  fufFer  foverely,  every  autumn,  from  malignant, 
bilious  fevers,  which  cut  off  great  numbers  ;  even  they  who  are  moft  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  climate  cannot  preferve  themfelves  from  fome  fits  of  the 
fever.  In  the  upper  country  the  climate  is  lefs  warm,  more  dry,  and,  of 
confequcncc,  more  healthy.  As  to  the  back  country,  no  meteorological 
obfervations  can  be  given,  as  the  very  ufe  of  the  thermometer  is  there 
Utterly  unknown.  In  regard  to  the  lower  country,  they  arc  very  regularly 
taken  in  Charlcftown,  by  the  Medical  Society  of  that  place,  which  was  in- 
ftitutcd  in  1 70 '  •  Since  that  time  the  mercury  fell  but  once  under  twenty- 
eight  of  Fahrenh.  In  the  year  1 752  it  was  at  eighteen  of  Fahrcnh.  By  thefe 
obfervations  the  highcft  degree  of  heat  was,  in  17yi,  ninety  of  Fahrenh. 
(twenty-five  feven-ninths  of  Reaum.)  ;  1702,  ninety-three  of  Fahrenh. 
(twenty-fevcn  one-ninth  of  Rcatim.);  1703,  eighty-nine  of  Fahrenh. 
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(twenty-five  one-third  of  Reaum.)  ;  1794,  ninety-one  of  Fahrenheit 
(twcnty-ftx  two-ninths  of  Reaum.);  and  1705,  ninety-two  of  Fahren- 
heit (twenty-fix  two-thirds  of  Reaum.).  In  1/50,  the  thermometer 
ttood  at  ninety-fix  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaum.)  ; 
1 75 1 ,  at  ninety-four  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-fcven  five-ninths  of  Reaum. ) ; 
and  in  1 752,  at  one  hundred  arid  one  of  Fahrenheit  (thirty  and  two- 
thirds  of  Reaum.) 

The  higheft  degree  of  cold  was,  in  1791,  twenty-eight  of  Fahrenheit 
(one  feven-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  1792,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.) ;  1  793,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.) ;  1 794,  thirty-four  of  Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths  above  nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  and  1795,  twenty-five  of  Fah- 
renheit (three  under  nought  of  Reaum.);  in  1751,  the  thermometer 
flood  at  twenty-three  of  Fahrenheit  (four  under  nought  of  Reaum.) ; 
and  in  1752,  at  eighteen  of  Fahrenheit  (fix  two-ninths  under  nought  of 
Reaum.).' 

M  The  temperature  of  Ipring- water,  in  Charlefton,  is  fixty-four  and 
half  of  Fahrenheit,  and,  confequently,  twelve  degrees  warmer  than  in 
Philadelphia.  Rain-water,  kept  in  cifterns,  is  one  degree  and  half  warmer 
than  in  Philadelphia.  Thcfe  obfervations  have  been  communicated  to 
me  by  Dr.  Ramsay,  Vice-prefident  of  the  Medical  Society;  and  I  have 
been  aflTured,  that  they  are  exa6t.  •       ^-i      .;   ;    i        v. 

The  great  quantity  of  land,  which  has  been  cleared  within  thefe  laft 
forty-fix  years,  and  is  now  under  cultivation,  cannot  but  have  produced 
confidcrable  changes  in  the  climate,  yet  no  certain  opinion  can  be  formed 
on  thefe  obfervations,  which  have  only  been  taken  thefe  lall  five  years 
pafl,  prior  to  which  none  had  been  made  fince  1752.  The  fudden  al- 
terations in  the  thermometer  at  Charlefton  are  very  confidcrable ;  and 
iflthough,  by  the  aflcrtion  of  the  Medical  Society,  they  are  Icfs  fo  than 
ibrmerly,  yet,  by  their  own  obfervations,  they  arc  fufficicntly  important. 
Thus,  for  inftance,  in  1793,  on  the  28th  of  Odober,  the  mercury  fell 
from  fi:vcnty-four  to  thirty-feven  of  Fahrenheit  (from  eighteen  two- 
ninths  to  two  three-ninths  of  Reaum.)  ;  confequently  thirty-feven  de- 
grees in  the  courfe  of  one  day.  In  1751,  on  the  ift  of  December,  the 
(^A\A}\i:\ii\i  A  E  •  mcrvuty 
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mercury  fell  from  feventy  to  twenty-four  of  Fahrenheit  (from  ilxtcen 
two-tbirds  above  to  three  five-ninths  under  nought  of  Beaum.)>  ox  forty- 
fix  degrees. 

Winter  is,  in  Cliarlefton,  the  moft  pleafant  feafon.  At  the  fevercft 
froft  the  foil  freezes  fcarcely  two  inches  deep,  and  the  froft  coixtinues  not 
three  days.  Yet  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fummcr  renders  the  human 
frame  fo  fenfible  to  cold,  that,  in  Charlefton,  five  or  fix  months  together, 
they  keep  fire  in  the  rooms ;  and  that,  to  the  beft  of  my  information,  one 
family  ufes  more  wood  in  that  town,  than  two  families  in  Philadelphia. 

North-wefterly  winds  prevail  in  Charlefton  in  winter,  and  fouth- 
weftcrly  in  fummer;  for  which  rcafon,  and  in  order  to  procure  as  much 
frefh  air  as  pollible,  houfes  are  generally  built  fouthwards,  in  preference 
to  all  other  pofitions.        -'.t 

It  rains  much  in  South  Carolina ;  at  times  a  drought  will  happen, 
which  continues  three  months,  and  then  is  followed  by  a  fall  of  rain  for 
three  weeks,  or  a  whole  month.  By  the  obfervations  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  rain,  which  fell  in  179I,  amounted  to  ninety-fix  inches,  in 
1792,  to  eighty-eight  inches,  in  1793,  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
inches,  in  17Q4,  to  one  hundred  and  eighteen  inches,  and  in  1795,  to 
feventy-one  inches.       '  ■. .  .'.;.'>- '''T     .j.:i'ql'>b:  .'M*I  rtt  xu;rtj 

Although  Charlefton  fcrves  as  a  place  of  refuge  to  the  cukivatdrs  -of 
rice,  yet  it  is  not  free  from  autumnal  fevers ;  intermittent  and  bilious  fe- 
vers, the  epidemic  diftempcrs  of  this  country,  arc  not  unfrequent  in  this 
town.  The  warmth  of  the  blood,  incrcafcd  in  South  Carolina  by  the 
ufc  of  wine  and  fpirltuous  liquors,  engenders  a  difpofition  for  inflamma- 
tory diftempcrs,  which  manifefts  itfclf  in  fummer.  Confidcrablc  num- 
bers were  cut  off  by  the  fever  in  1 792  and  1 794.  The  yellow  fever,  it  is 
afferted,  raged  with  great  violence  fix  times  between  the  beginning  and  the 
middle  of  tliis  century,  but  has  not  made  its  appearance  fincc  1  /-IS.  Some 
phyficians  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that  the  fever  of  1792  and  1794  had 
fevcral  fymptoms  in  common  with  the  yellow  fever.  However  this  may 
be,  it  has  at  leaft,  fincc  the  fever  of  1 793,  in  Philadelphia,  fhewn  itfelf 
every  where ;  and  it  is  a  circumftancc  peculiarly  remarkable,  that  the  ma- 
lignant diieafcs,  which  carried  oil'  fuch  great  numbers  in  New  York  and 
. ;.,  *  t  Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia,  parcel  foreigners,  and  efpecially  Frenchmen,  in  thofe  places ; 
^rhile,  on  tihc  contrary,  in  Charlefton,  they  frequently  fell  vidlims  of 
thefe  cruel  maladies.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  Charlefton  is  fuppofed 
to  be  far  more  healthy  than  any  other  place ;  and  its  falubrity  is  likely 
to  increa^,  according  to  refearchcs  and  obfervations  made  by  the  phyfi- 
cians.        »  '■  \  ■ .  c  .^.    n  <    ■■  '■• 

•  ■  The  police  of  Charlefton  is  extremely  deficient  in  tho/e  meafurcs, 
which  (hould  not  be  wanting  in  any  populous  town,  iituatcd  in  fo  hot  a 
climate.  Cleanlinefs  in  the  ftreets,  as  well  as  houfes,  is  greatly  negledled. 
Offenfive  fmells  are  very  frequent ;  feveral  burying-grounds  are  in  the 
midft  of  the  town,  and  carcafes  arc  frequently  fufFered  to  lie  uninterred. 
A  bird,  which  in  point  of  plumage  and  Ihape  is  much  like  a  turkey,  and 
is  known  in  the  country  under  the  name  of  turkey  buzzard,  foon  devours 
the  carcafe,  and  merely  leaves  the  bones ;  but  the  voracity  of  this  bird 
cannot  excufc  the  indolence  of  the  police.  It  is  very  common  all  over 
South  Carolina,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  worlhipped  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  No  law,  it  is  true,  has  been  enaded,  which  prohibits  to  kill 
this  bird,  but  the  public  opinion,  neverthelefs,  carefully  attends  to  its  pre- 
fcrvation. 

Meafures  tending  to  avert  or  indemnify  lofles  by  fire  are  equally  neg- 
ledled.  Three-fourths  of  the  buildings  are  cordrudled  of  wood ;  and  the 
few  which  are  built  of  ftone,  are  roofed  with  Ihingles,  though  numerous 
tile-kilns  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  It  would  be  extremely  cafy, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  prudent,  to  introduce  a  fafer  mode  of  build- 
ing, at  leafl  in  regard  to  fuch  houfes  as  are  either  new  built  or  thoroughly 
repaired.  From  the  conftrudlion,  which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  the 
JieedleiTnefs  of  the  negroes  (whofe  number  amounts  to  thirteen  or  four- 
teen thoufand)  conflagrations  are  very  frequent  in  this  town.  During 
the  time  of  my  refidence,  fevcnty-fcven  houfes,  forming  a  whole  fquarc, 
encircled  by  four  ftreets,  were  burnt  down  to  the  ground,  without  one 
iingle  building  having  been  faved.  Shortly  after  my  departure  another 
fire  broke  out,  which  was  ftill  more  dreadful.  The  regulations,  relative 
to  the  eztinguifhing  fires,  are  as  bad  as  the  meafurcs  to  prevent  it.  Every 
^ne  haftens  to  the  fire  as  a  looker-on.     There  arc  none  who  command, 
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and  hone  who  obey,  either  at  the  fire-engines,  which  arc  iiot  only  few  in 
number,  but  alfo  in  a  very  bad  condition,  or  at  the  demolition  of  build- 
ings, by  which  a  fire  might  be  prevented  from  fpreading  farther.  The 
negroes  alone  are  employed  to  extinguifli  the  fire,  with  the  addition  of 
few  whites.  They  work  with  zeal  and  fpirit,  but  without  much  uic» 
from  want  of  a  proper  diredion.  What  a  contraft  between  this  confii- 
fion,  and  the  regular  aftivity  obferved  in  fuch  cafes  in  the  northern 
ilates,  where  every  inhabitant  is  member  of  a  fociety,  formed  for  this 
benevolent  purpofe,  and  haftcns  to  the  fire  with  two  leather  buckets, 
which  arc  to  be  kept  by  every  houfe.  The  fire-engines  are  attended  by 
men,  who  undcrftand  the  bufinefs,  and  work  them  with  the  utmoft 
zeal  and  judgment.  The  leather  buckets  with  water  pafs  without  in- 
terruption from  hand  to  hand,  along  a  row  of  men,  drawn  up  from  the 
houfe  on  fire  to  the  engine. 

So  far  from  any  free-fchools  exifting  in  the  townftiips  of  South  Caro- 
lina, as  in  New  England,  there  are  not  even  fchools  where  children  can 
receive  inftrudtion  for  money.  In  hopes  of  earning  a  comfortable  liveli- 
hood, inftrudors  now  and  then  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the  moft  popu- 
lous towns  and  villages.  Two  or  three  fchools,  where  the  inftrudlion  is 
extv"nded  beyond  reading  and  writing,  have  been  inftituted  in  South  Ca- 
rolina ;  three  colleges  have  alfo  been  formed  by  the  legiflature  within 
thefe  laft  three  years  in  Charlefton,  Columbia,  and  Beaufort,  where  edu- 
cation is  to  be  finiflicd.  The  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  formerly  fent 
their  children  either  to  the  colleges  in  the  northern  ftates,  or  to  England ; 
but  now  they  begin  to  difcern,  how  pernicious  it  is,  to  fend  children  to 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  parents,  at  an  age  when  they  have  fo  much 
need  of  their  care  and  advice,  and  to  expatriate  them  during  a  period, 
in  which  all  their  habits,  fentiments,  and  feelings  are  formed,  and  when 
they  frequently  adopt  principles  and  manners,  altogether  different  from 
thofe  of  the  country,  in  which  they  are  to  rcfide  for  life,  nay  fometimes 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the  cuftoms  of  their  native  land.  It  is  on  thefc 
grounds  that  the  legiflature  has  refolved  to  infHtute  three  colleges,  which, 
however,  are  not  yet  finiihed.  That  of  Charlefton,  which  begins  to 
.cxcrciie  its  fundions,  is  not  completed.  From  thcfmall  number  of  maf- 
tcrs,  the  fcholars  are  hurried  through  the  courfe  of  their  ftudies,  fo  that  a 
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youth,  fcarcely  fifteen  years  old,  has  gone  through  all  the  claiTes.  He  has 
thus  finilhed  his  ihidies  at  a  time,  when  he  (hould  fpend  three  or  four 
years  more  to  complete  them,  and  engages  in  the  buiinefs  of  life,  unfur- 
nifhed  with  any  means  of  defence  againft  the  depravation  of  morals,  with 
-y^hich  he  is  threatened  in  South  Carolina.  Thefe  inconveniencies  may 
perhaps  be  redreffed  ;  but  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  South  Caro- 
lina to  provide  means  of  inftruAion  for  the  multitude,  Jior  are  the  inhaln- 
tants  fecmlngly  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  providing  them. 

No  manufadory  has  hitherto  been  eftablifhed  in  South  Carolina,  ex- 
cepting a  few  corn-mills  in  the  back  country,  which  have  been  con.- 
(InvSted  on  principles  fo  very  indifferent,  that  they  cannot  furnilh  any 
flour  for  exportation,  but  merely  grind  fufHcient  corn  for  the  confimip- 
tion  of  fome  families  in  the  lower  country.  The  opulent  inhabitants  of 
Charleflon,  as  well  as  rich  farmers,  ufe  only  the  flour  of  Philadelphia  or 
Baltimore.  A  mill,  built  near  Camden,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  Charleflon,  after  that  creeled  at  Brandywine,  begins  at  prefent  to 
furnifh  good  flour.  'v 

In  different  places  of  this  (late  tile-kllns  have  been  ereded,  which 
yield  their  proprietors  a  confiderablc  profit.  The  tiles  coft  eleven  dollars 
a  thoufand.  ' :-.-..  r 

Although  Carolina  Is  furnifhed  with  live  oak,  cedar,  cyprefs,  and  pine, 
in  Ihort  with  the  beft  timber  in  the  utmofl:  abundance,  yet  not  ten  fliips 
are  built  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  and  thefe  only  by  workmen  of  the 
northern  flates,  as  induflry  lies  yet  dormant  in  Carolina,  and  the  mer- 
chants find  it  more  profitable  to  purchafc  their  fliips  in  the  north,  or  to 
get  them  built  there  of  timber,  fent  thither  from  Carolina.  '         * '' 

The  price  of  fhips,  completely  fitted  out  and  ready  for  fea,  is  at  pre- 
fent feventy-fevcn  dollars  a  ton.  In  Beaufort  or  Georgetown  they  arc 
about  feven  or  eight  dollars  cheaper :  and  in  time  of  peace  they  coft  in 
general  a  third  or  fourth  lefs  than  in  time  of  war.  Iron  and  great  quan- 
tities of  hemp  are  drawn  from  Sweden  and  RufTia,  though  the  latter  ar- 
ticle is  already  cultivated  in  tolerable  quantities  in  the  back  country. 
Their  fail-cloth  comes  from  Bofton  or  England,  '    '?> 
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A  fliip,  con{lru(5led  of  Carolina  timber,  is  extremely  dtirable,  if  it  be 
repaired  in  time ;  the  price  of  oak  timber  is  thirty-two  cents  of  a  dol- 
lar the  cubic  foot;  oak  planks,  fix  feet  in  length,  half  a  dollar;  fir 
timber,  four  dollars  the  hundred  cubic  feet;  malls,  from  eighteen  t» 
twenty  inches  diameter,  and  from  fixty  to  fcventy  feet  in  length,  firom 
forty-four  to  forty-eight  dollars.  You  feldom  meet  with  any  of  a  large 
iizc.  The  fouthem  pine,  from  its  great  weight,  can  be  ufed  only  fou* 
lower  malls.  Cyprefs  planks  coll  two  dollars  and  half;  fir,  two  dollars. 
Carpenters'  wages  are,  for  white  people,  two  dollars  and  half,  and  for 
negroes  one  dollar  and  half  a  day. 

The  market  of  Charlellon  is,  generally  fpcaking,  but  very  indififerently 
Supplied  with  provifions.  Butchers'  meat  is  in  general  very  bad  from  the 
heat  of  the  climate,  and  from  the  feed  of  the  cattle,  which  are  turned  into 
the  woods  to  graze.  In  winter,  the  bullocks,  which  are  deftincd  for  the 
market,  are  fed  with  the  llraw  of  Indian-corn.  This  beef  is  fomewhat 
better;  but  not  fo  good  as  in  the  north.  Since  a  great  many  families 
have  migrated  hither  from  the  French  Weft  Indian  iilands,  who  fub- 
fift  upon  gardening,  good  culinary  plants  and  roots  are  more  frequent 
than  formerly.  :■■-■.<  «. 

The  price  of  beef  is  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  the  pound,  mutton  and  veal 
one-fourth  of  a  dollar,  flour  from  the  north  twenty  dollars  a  barrel,  and 
Carolina  flour  fifteen  dollars.  Salt  is  imported  from  Turk's  Iflands,  Portu- 
gal, or  England,  and  cofts  one  dollar  a  bulhel ;  fire- wood,  without  any 
diftinftion,  is  five  dollars  the  cord.  Houfe-rcnt  amounts,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, to  three  hundred  dollars ;  there  are  houfcs  for  which  thirteen  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year  are  paid. 

The  abovementioned  Medical  Society  is  the  only  fcientific  inftitution 
in  South  Carolina.  It  was  eftablilhed  live  years  ago.  Several  members 
lecm  anxioully  defirous  of  rendering  it  ufeful.  But  indolence  and  inac- 
tivity prevail  in  this  country  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  is  realbn  to 
doubt  the  extent  of  their  exertions,  until  the  rcfults  fhall  Ihow,  that  it 
was  fuflicient  to  produce  any  beneficial  efFeds.  This  indolence  in  re- 
frard  to  fticnce  is  a  matter  of  fcvere  reproach  againfl  all  the  ilates  of 
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t?ic  Union.  But  on  confidering  their  fmall  population,  and  the  profit- 
able  employment  in  which  the  major  part  of  thofe  inhabitants  arc  en- 
gaged, who  poflefs  the  largeft  Ihare  of  knowledge  and  information,  wc 
fliall  find  little  reafon  to  wonder,  that  the  fciences  make  fo  flow  a  pro- 
grefs  in  this  infant  country.  But  a  circumftance,  well  qualified  to  ex- 
cite aftonifhment,  is  this,  that  the  different  literar)'  ibcieties,  which  un- 
der a  variety  of  names  have  been  formed  in  the  United  States,  have  not 
yet  adopted  any  means  for  diffufing  the  knowledge  of  ufeful  machines, 
of  agricultural  improvements,  &c.  as  for  this  purpofc  it  would  be  fuifi- 
cient  to  tranflate  certain  articles  of  European  books  or  journals.  Agcun, 
it  is  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  thefe  focieties  fliould  not  correfpond, 
and  communicate  to  each  other  their  obfervations  on  epidemic  difeafes, 
on  the  moft  proper  treatment  of  them,  fanc^ioned  by  experience,  on  the 
beft  preventatives,  and  many  other  fvibje<fts  of  great  national  importance, 
which  might  fo  eafily  be  done  in  the  United  States.  Thefe  ibcieties  are 
alone  able  to  effedl  this  ufeful  purpofe ;  and  were  they  compofed  of  mem- 
bers as  deeply  learned  as  thofe  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London,  and  of  th« 
Academy  of  Paris,  this  profound  erudition  would  prove  perfeftly  ufelefs 
for  a  confiderable  length  of  time;  that  is,  as  long  as  America  (hall  only 
ftand  in  need  of  that  plain  and  fimplc  inftrudion,  which  is  fo  indif- 
penfably  necclTary  to  the  profperity  of  the  country,  and  the  prcfcrvation 
of  the  inhabitants.  ,   f-^-^jr^ja  .    :  i  .:>rj.      :  *.      .<';••  u'i,«^! 

Phyfical  and  meteorological  obfervations,  carefully  taken  in  all  the 
United  States,  could  eafily  procure  information  of  a  certain  dcfcription, 
namely,  fuch  as  concerns  the  influence  of  the  fudden  clearing  of  wood 
lands  on  the  temperature,  falubrity,  and  unfettlcdncfs  of  the  w^eather, 
a-id  on  the  change  of  the  wind,  ^vhich  is  fo  efl'entially  important  for  the 
fciences  and  the  intercfts  of  humanity.  i  luovjij  *.;.*. »., 

A  library  has  been  formed  in  Churlcfton,  and  is  fiipported  by  die  vo- 
luntary contributions  of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants.  It  was  burnt 
down  to  the  ground  at  the  time,  when  the  Englifli  were  in  polfeifion  of 
the  town,  and  has  fince  been  confumcd  again  by  fire.  This  library, 
which  is  not  yet  very  large,  confilb  of  wcU-chofcn  books,  and  is  yearly 
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encreafed  by  purchafe  as  well  as  donations.  Although  the  fubrcribcrl, 
by  the  fubfifting  regulations,  enjoy  but  a  very  limited  right  of  making 
ufe  of  the  books,  yet  they,  who  wifti  it,  can  eafily  obtain  them.  The 
rooms  of  the  library  contain  fome  very  good  prints,  and  curious  ma- 
chines. You  alio  find  there  bones  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  which  were 
found  on  digging  out  the  canal  of  Santee.  They  confift  chiefly  in  bones 
and  jaws,  much  of  the  feme  fize  and  ihapc,  as  thofc  which  are  found  in 
Icveral  parts  of  America,  fuch  as  Kentucky,  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and 
Miflburi,  and  the  north-weftern  territory ;  they  arc,  it  is  fuppofed,  bones 
of  the .  mammoth,  an  animal  which  leems  fabulous  to  the  learned,  iince 
none  of  that  fpccies  have  hitherto  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  globe. 
In  the  opinion  of  ibme  they  are  elephants'  bones,  and  their  exiftence  in 
America  is  explained  according  to  BufFon's  fyflem.  But  many  of  thefc 
bones  exceed  in  fize  thoie  of  elephants.  Shin-bones  have  been  found  of 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  and  teeth  upwards  of  two  feet  in  length.  1  have 
ieen  one,  to  which  the  lower  part  of  the  jaw  was  yet  joined,  and  whicb 
weighed  upwards  of  fifty  pounds.  -.J 

Charlefton  is  full  of  Frenchmen  from  St.  Domingo,  and  of  com- 
manders of  privateers.  Some  of  the  former  have  brought  money 
with  them ;  at  leaft  they  have  not  all  fpent  their  fortunes ;  and  many 
cam  a  livelihood  by  letting  negroes,  whom  they  brought  from  St. 
Domingo.  The  French  planters  and  commanders  of  privateers  differ 
widely  in  their  political  opinions ;  but  the  love  of  gaming  reconciles 
them  all,  and  in  the  French  gaming-houfes,  which  arc  very  numerous  in 
Charlefton,  Ariftocrats  and  Sans-culottes  mix  in  friendly  intercourfe,  and 
indifcriminately  furround  the  tables.  It  is  aflerted,  that  they  play  very 
high. 

The  principles  of  the  French  demagogues  predominated  long  in  Charlef- 
ton.  For  Several  years  a  Jacobin  club  exifted  in  this  town,  of  which  Mr. 
Harper,  atprefent  a  violent  Federalift,  was  member.  The  French  confiil 
Mamgoury,  predecefifor  of  the  prefent  confiil,  was  a  conilant  member  of 
this  club.  But,  although  he  was  confiil  and  agent  of  the  French  nation, 
and  prefident  ef  the  club,  yet  he  was  denounced  by  a  common  ieaman 
•— ' -<  .  ,  .  on 
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on  account  of  his  uncivic  conducH:,  and  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  hu- 
miliation of  hearing  his  cxclufion  propofed  by  the  daring  feaman,  which 
motion,  however,  fell  to  the  ground,  through  the  eloquence  of  a  barber. 
At  the  alteration  of  the  French  conftitution  this  club  Ihared  the  fate  of 
all  other  Jacobin  meetings ;  at  the  time  of  its  diflblution  it  confifted 
entirely  of  Frenchmen,  all  the  Americans  having  withdrawn  prior  to  that 
event.    ^  ,  n 

Among  the  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo  Dr.  Polony  holds  a  diftin- 
guifhed  rank.  He  pofleffcs  an  uncommon  ftock  of  profound  learning, 
and  is  member  of  feveral  literary  focieties  in  Europe.  Repeated  travels 
in  the  northern  and  fouthern  Hates,  and  his  extenlive  information,  en- 
abled him  to  communicate  to  the  Academy  of  Paris  a  great  -s  ariety  of 
ufeful  obfervations.  As  naturalifl  and  chemift,  he  was  peculiarly  efteemed 
by  Count  Buffon.  He  has  a  complete  work  on  St.  Domingo  ready  for 
the  prcft ;  the  little  I  have  read  of  it,  appeared  to  me  replete  with  found 
argument  and  luminous  philosophical  difcuilion.  In  regard  to  what  he 
fays  on  the  diftempers  incident  to  hot  countries,  I  am  no  competent  judge; 
but  it  ieems  to  contain  a  great  variety  of  profound  refearches,  and  keen, 
elaborate  obfervations. 

1  met  in  Charleflon  with  a  fchool-fellow  of  mine,  Mr.  de  la  Cha- 
PELLE,  a  man  of  uncommon  worth,  and  of  the  noblefl  and  mofl  gene- 
rous mind.  He  has  faved  no  more  than  fifteen  hundred  Louis  d'or ;  and 
yet  from  his  frugal  mode  of  life  he  is  able  to  do  much  good  to  others,  by 
whom  however  his  kindnefs  is  frequently  abufed. 


i't» 


GOOSE  CREEK. 

During  my  refidencc  in  Philadelphia  in  the  winter  of  1 705, 1  promifed 
Mr.  ISARD  to  pay  him  a  vifitat  his  country-feat,  if  I  fhould  ever  come  to 
South  Carolina.  He  was  member  of  the  Congrefs  at  the  time,  when  the 
conflitution  was  framed.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  when 
he  ent£i>ed  on  his  political  career,  he  has  conftantly  performed  his  func- 
tions with  that  honcfly,  zeal,  and  diflintcrcflcdnefs,  which  form  the  con- 
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rplcuous  t'ciUiires  of  his  character.  His  private  concerns,  which  had  Te- 
vercly  fiifFcrcd  from  tlie  de  valla  Liens  of  tlic  Engllfli,  were  ftill  more  de- 
ranged by  his  long  abfcncc,  and  his  family  is  very  numerous.  From  thefc 
motiYCs,  as  well  as  from  his  love  of  a  retired  life,  he  rcfigncd  his  ihare  in 
the  adminillration  of  public  affairs,  from  which  neither  honour  nor  profit 
can  be  derived  in  this  country.  He  fettled  accordingly  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  intends  to  fpcnd  the  remainder  of  his  days,  partly  in  the 
country  and  partly  in  town,  furrounded  by  a  numerous  family,  by  whom 
he  is  evidently  loved  and  refpedted.  He  is  a  fincere  and  zealous  partifan 
of  the  federalift  iyftem,  which  is  far  from  being  popular  in  South  Ca- 
rolina. But  they  who  differ  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  fubjed,  at  the 
fame  time  do  juftice  to  his  charad:cr  ;  and  having  travelled  much  in 
Europe,  the  information  he  poffeffes  is  of  a  more  pleafmg  call,  than  is 
generally  acquired  by  Americans.  His  lady,  who  is  univerfally  refpe«Sed 
in  the  country,  poffeffes  a  cultivated  mind ;  (he  is  amiable  and  polite,  and 
has  paffed  fbme  years  in  Europe  with  fevcral  of  her  children. 

The  effate  of  Mr.  Ifard  confifts  almoft  entirely  of  rice-fwamps ;  he 
owns  three  or  four  plantations,  very  conveniently  fituated  for  that  pur- 
pofc,  and  by  all  accounts  well  managed  ;  his  flaves  amount  to  five  hun- 
dred. His  manfion  is,  properly  fpcaking,  only  a  country-houfe,  built  by 
his  great  grandfather,  who  arrived  from  England  at  the  time,  when  the 
firft  fettlements  were  formed  In  this  country.  It  is  very  fcldom  that 
eftates  continue  here  fo  long  in  the  fame  family,  as  from  a  natural  pro- 
pcnfity  to  change,  the  barter  of  eftates  is  common  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Carolina. 

This  fettlemcnt,  which  Mr.  Ifard  has  named  Elms,  from  a  fine  planta- 
tion of  elm  trees,  which  he  planted  himfelf,  contains  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred acres.  He  cultivates  only  three  hundred,  and  keeps  on  this  cftatc 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  negroes.  Indian-corn,  barley,  and  potatoes, 
are  its  ufual  produce.  A  fwamp  of  about  one  hundred  acres  is  well 
fituated  for  the  culture  of  rice,  and  is  already  in  part  applied  to  it ;  he  is 
now  bufied  in  felling  the  remaining  trees,  to  devote  it  entirely  to  this 
purpofc. 

I  have 
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I  have  icen  here  the  commencement  of  the  proceis  of  clearing.  The 
part,  dedined  for  the  culture  of  rice,  is  furrounded  with  a  wide  ditch ; 
the  earth,  dug  out  of  the  ditch,  fervcs  to  raifc  a  dike,  which  on  one 
fide  has  one  or  two  openings,  Ihut  up  by  locks,  to  let  the  water  on 
the  rice-field,  fbme  being  conftantly  kept  in  a  rcfcrvoir  on  more  ele- 
vated ground  for  this  purpofe.  Were  it  not  for  this  dike  the  water 
would  inundate  the  fwamps  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  fweep 
away  the  rice,  which  has  juft  fprouted.  When  the  ditch  and  dike  are 
finiHied,  the  trees  are  cut  down,  but  (lumps  are  left  in  the  ground  as 
high  as  in  the  northern  fettlcmcnts.  The  fmall  branches  are  burnt,  the 
foil  is  fomewhat  loofened,  and  the  rice  planted  amidft  thefc  large  trunks 
of  trees,  which  are  not  burnt  or  cut  into  fire-wood  till  fomc  years  after- 
wards. Mr.  Ifard  has  aflured  me,  that  the  produce  of  the  firft  and 
fecond  year,  notwithftanding  the  trunks  of  trees  thus  partly  covering  the 
foil,  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other  ground,  no  part  of  which  has  been  loft. 
This  is  the  method  of  clearing  the  ground,  univerfally  obferved  in  Ame- 
rica. The  produce  of  the  culture  of  rice,  as  variable  as  that  of  any  other 
branch  of  agriculture,  fludluates  between  two  and  four  barrels  per  acre ; 
Mr.  Ifard  obtains  three ;  the  barrel  weighs  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds.  Mr.  Ifard's  land  yields  from  fifteen  to  twenty  bulhels  of  Indian 
corn,  and  one  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes  an  acre.  A  negro  cultivates 
five  acres  of  rice-field,  and  three  or  four  oi provtjion,  as  they  are  called, 
that  is,  Indian-corn  and  potatoes. 

Mr.  Ifard  is  a  zealous  advocate  for  flavery ;  from  all  the  accounts,  he 
has  been  able  to  colle<ft,  it  is  his  firm  belief,  that  a  free  negro  is  more  in- 
dolent and  vicious,  than  a  negro  Have.  But  he  makes  not  any  ill  ufe  of 
the  unlimited  authority,  which  by  the  laws  of  South  Carolina  the  planters 
enjoy  over  their  fla^  es.  The  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition  is  obfervable  in 
his  conduit  towards  his  negroes,  as  in  fad  it  is  in  every  adion  of  his  life, 
unlefsthe  vivacity  of  his  temper  is  wrought  up  by  his  peculiar  opinions, 
cfpecially  on  political  fubjcds. 

Mrs.  Ifard  has  made  fevcral  experiments  of  rearing  filk-worms,  \n  hich 
thefe  lall  two  years  have  proved  uncommonly  fuccefsful.  Whether  in 
this  country,  which  is  fo  well  qualified  for  this  fpecics  of  culture,   any 
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more  attempts  of  that  nature  have  been  made,  I  know  not,  but  Mrs. 
Ifard  was  induced  to  engage  in  thcni,  from  an  earned  deiire  of  promoting 
the  profpcrity  of  the  country. 

Goofe  Creek  is  the  name  of  the  parifli  in  which  Mr.  Ifard's  eftate  is 
fituated.  It  contains  about  three  hundred  fquare  miles,  was  feveral  years 
without  a  paftor,  and  has  but  very  lately  obtained  one.  As  the  pay  of 
the  clergy  is  raifed  by  fubfcription,  fuch  planters  only  contribute  towards 
their  fubfiftcnce,  as  rcfide  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church.  Devotion  is  not 
a  prevailing  fafliion  in  this  country.  The  prefent  certain  income  of  the 
paftor  of  this  parifh  exceeds  not  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  per 
annum.  One  Sunday,  which  I  fpcnt  with  Mr.  Ifard,  I  went  with  him 
to  church,  where  I  found  fifteen  white  people,  and  about  thirty  negroes 
and  negreflcs,  who  occupied  the  aides ;  for  in  the  fouthern  ftates  the 
negroes  are  not  fuffered  to  mix  with  wliites. 

The  road  from  Charlcfton  to  Elms  runs  through  Dorchefter ;  it  is  /andy 
like  all  the  other  roads  in  South  Carolina.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  the 
fand  has  Icfs  compa<Snefs,  and,  of  coniequence,  fatigues  both  men  and 
horfes  more,  than  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  town,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  waggons,  which,  as  the  phrife  here  is,  plough  the  country. 
For  the  firft  three  or  four  miles  the  houfes  itand  pretty  clofe  together,  but 
farther  on  you  find  only  fcattered  plantations,  the  buildings  belonging  to 
which  feldom  ftand  near  the  road.  The  only  inn  on  this  road,  which  is 
fcvcntccn  miles  in  length,  lies  ten  miles  from  the  town.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  war  the  Englifli  had,  during  their  refidence  in  Charleflon,  either 
from  motives  of  military  precaution,  want  of  fire-wood,  or  luft  of  devafta- 
tion,  cut  down  every  tree  within  ten  miles  of  the  town.  Vegetation  is 
fo  very  powerful  in  this  country,  that  all  thefe  trees  are  not  only  grown 
up  again,  but  have  alfo  attained  a  confiderable  fizc.  The  luxuriance  of 
the  woods  ftands  unrivalled  ;  there  are  eighteen  different  fpecies  of  oak, 
particularly  the  live-oak,  palmetto  or  cabbage-tree,  cucumber-tree,  deci- 
duous cyprefs,  liquidambar,  hickory,  &c.  In  fhort,  all  the  fpecies  of 
trees,  which  are  fb  exceffively  dear  in  Europe,  ten  of  which  arc  bought 
to  fave  one,  for  which  both  fituation  and  foil  are  carefully  feleded,  and 
which  yet  never  attain  any  confiderable  height,  arc  here  the  natural  pro- 
duce 
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ducc  of  the  country,  and  thrive  moft  excellently.  Equally  ftriking  tt> 
Europeans  is  the  pleafing  luxuriance  of  fhrubs,  plants,  and  various  ipecies 
of  grafs,  which  difFufc  moft  of  them  an  exquifitc  fragrance.  My  firft 
rambles  through  thefe  woods  afforded  me,  therefore,  an  uncommon  plea- 
fure. 

Some  parts  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  fand  is  lefs  fertile,  bear  no 
other  trees  than  pine,  and  for  this  reafbn  arc  called  pine-harrens.  But  even 
on  thefe  lands  grows  a  fpecics  of  grafs,  which,  though  inferior  to  that 
produced  on  a  good  foil,  fcnes  both  winter  and  fummer  for  the  feed  of 
horfcs,  bullocks,  and  cows,  which  graze  in  the  woods.  This  grafs  is  called 
crah-gi'afs.      •*    '    •  • 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  road  lies  a  garden,  where  a  French  botanift, 
who  is  paid  by  the  French  government,  raifcs  the  trees  of  the  country 
from  the  feed  as  well  as  layers,  and  fends  them  to  Mr.  Thouin  at 
Paris,  with  whom  he  maintains  a  literary  corrcfpondence.  The  name  of 
this  botanift  is  Michard  ;  he  has  rcfided  in  America  thefe  fifteen  years, 
and  traverfed  every  part  of  the  country,  to  enrich  France  with  the  fined 
produdions  of  the  United  States.  He  wasjuft  returned  from  the  Illinois 
with  a  rich  collcftion  of  beautiful  plants  and  herbs.  He  peculiarly  ex- 
tols the  vegetation  in  the  Tencllce,  where  he  has  difcovered  a  tree,  from 
the  root  of  which  a  beautiful  pale  yellow  colour  is  extra^cd.  He  claifes 
it  among  the  foph<iras,  hut  has  not  fcen  it  in  blollbm,  and  confcquently 
judges  only  from  the  growth,  leaves  nid  feed.  He  has  given  the  latter 
to  General  Blount,  who  has  offered  to  return  him  the  plants.  During 
his  abfcnce  two  negroes  took  care  of  his  garden,  and  kept  it  very  clean 
of  weeds.  This  garden  anfwcrs  extremely  well  the  views  of  Mr.  Thouin, 
to  domellicatc  in  France  the  greatcft  poflible  number  of  the  produdions 
of  all  countries,  for  v/hich  purpofc  he  has  formed  nurferies  in  the  French 
dominions,  under  different  degrees  of  latitude,  to  accuftom  exotic  plants 
to  the  French  climate  by  infenfible  degrees.  Mr.  Thouin  is,  in  my 
opinion,  one  of  the  brlghtell  ornaments  of  France.  ^     >    *  »  • 

The  day  I  returned  from  Mr.  Ifard,  my  very  obliging  friend,  Mr. 
Pringlc,  propolcd  to  mc  a  trip  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Afhley.  I  availed 
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niyfelf  with  much  fatisfa<ftion  of  this  opportunity,  to  enlarge  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  interior,  and  to  view  the  country-feats,  in  thofe 
parts  which  enjoy  the  greateft  celebrity.  •^•K'  > 

Charlefton  being  featcd  on  an  ifthmus  formed  by  two  rivers,  under  an 
angle  which  is  very  acute,  the  road  is  for  the  firft  feven  miles  cxa6lly  the 
fame,  whether  you  intend  to  proceed  to  Georgia,   North  Carolina,  or 
any  point  of  South  Carolina.     We  made  our  firfl  ftop  at  a  fmall  planta- 
tion, but  very  lately  purchafcd  by  Dr.  Baron,  a  Scotchman,  and  phyfi- 
cian  of  great  celebrity  in  Charlefton,  where,  it  is  alferted,  he  makes  thir- 
teen thoufand  dollars  a  year.     He  is  a  man  ofextenilve  learning,  and  an 
excellent  companion.  This  fmall  plantation,  named  Fitteraflb,  confifts  of 
four  hundred  acres,  and  coft  him  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars ;  it  is  fituatcd  on  a  fmall  eminence  near  the  river.     The  fitc  for 
the  houfc,  for  none  has  hitherto  been  built,  is  the  moft  pleafant  fpot 
which  could  be  chofen  in  this  flat,  level  country,  where  the  tedious  fame- 
nefs  of  the  woods  is  fcarccly  variegated  by  fome  houfes,  thinly  fcattered, 
and  where  it  Is  hardly  poffible  to  meet  with  a  pleafant  landfcape.     His 
garden    is  feparated  from  the  river  by  a   morafs,   nearly  drained;  the 
whole  extent  of  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  is  nearly  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription.     Dr.  Baron  intends  to  purchafe  this  intervening  fpace,  and  to 
convert  it  into  meadow-ground.     This  alteration  will  improve  the  pro- 
fped,  without  rendering  it  a  charming  villa. 

Hence  we  croflcd  the  river,  and  ftopped  at  a  plantation,  lately  purchafed 
by  Mr.  Pringlc,  the  former  name  of  which  was  Greenville,  but  which  he 
has  named  Sufan's  Place,  in  honour  of  his  lovely  wife.  This  plantation  is 
likewife  without  a  houfe,  that  of  the  former  occupier  having  been  con- 
fumed  by  fire ;  on  the  foundation  of  this  building,  which  remains  unhurt, 
the  new  manfion  is  to  be  eredcd,  v/hich  will  be  finllhcd  this  fummer. 
The  plantation,  which  confifts  of  four  hundred  acres,  has  coft  him  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars.  The  fituation  is  much 
the  fame  as  that  of  FittcraiTo,  except  that  the  morafTes,  covered  with 
reeds,  lie  on  the  other  fide.  The  river  flows  clofe  to  the  garden,  and 
the  fliips,  which  continually  fail  up  and  down  the  river,  may  anchor  here 
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with  great  convenience.     Yachts  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far 
as  B:icon-bridge,  twenty  miles  from  Charlellon. 

We  made  another  halt  at  a  houfe,  formerly  the  prppert}^  of  Commo- 
dore GiLLON,  who  died  in  very  deranged  circumllanccs,  bordering  on 
infolveney.  This  plantation,  which  has  accordingly  been  made  over  to 
the  creditors,  is  in  the  very  worft  llatc.  Tl;c  Commodore  died  three  years 
ago.  The  houfe  is  tolerably  handfome,  and  the  garden  is  laid  out  with  a 
more  refined  taftc,  and  cultivated  with  more  care  than  gardens  generally 
are  in  this  country.  But  the  (oil  is  fterile  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Com- 
modore was  obliged  to  fupply  his  table  with  culinary  plants,  and  his  ilablc 
with  fodder,  from  another  plantation,  which  he  pofleiled  three  or  four 
miles  farther  diftant.    tJi'.i  ai»n.    iii   .;  u.-vi  ; ;:%;    .u,;!       > 

Half  a  mile  from  Batavia,  the  name  of  the  Commodores  planta- 
tion, Hands  Middleton-houfe,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Mu  .jlkton,  mo- 
ther-in-law to  young  Mr.  Ifard,  which  is  efteemed  the  moll  beautiful 
houic  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  out-buildings,  fuch  as  kitchen, 
wafli-houfe,  and  offices,  arc  very  capacious.  The  enjhnhle  of  thefe  build- 
ings calls  to  recolle(ition  the  ancient  Englifli  coimtry- feats.  The  rooms 
in  the  houfe  are  Imall,  and  the  outfide,  as  yfcW  as  the  infidc,  is  badly  kept. 
A  peculiar  feature  of  the  fituation  is  this,  that  the  river,  which  flows  in  a 
circuitous  courfc,  until  it  reaches  this  point,  forms  here  a  wide,  beautiful 
canal,  pointing  ftraight  to  the  houfe.  The  garden  is  beautiful,  but  kept 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  houfe ;  the  foil  is  very  bad,  and,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  whole  plantation  is  altogether  undcferving  the  celebrity  it  en- 
joys.       J»V.A-  V,    i'    J   ,-;  "3V/  \  :':i'r,        '.■  "     ■ 

Wc  flopped  to  dine  with  Dr.  Dkaiton,  at  Drayton-hall.  The  houfe 
is  an  ancient  building,  but  convenient  and  good ;  and  the  garden  is  better 
laid  out,  better  cultivated  and  (locked  with  good  trees,  than  any  I  have 
hitherto  fecn.  In  order  to  have  a  fine  garden,  you  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  let  the  trees  remain  (landing  here  and  there,  or  in  clumps,  to  plant 
bufhcs  in  front  of  them,  and  arrange  the  trees  according  to  their  height. 
Dr.  Drayton's  father,  who  was  alfo  a  phyfician,  began  to  lay  out  the  gar- 
den on  this  principle ;  and  his  Ibn,  who  is  paiTionatcly  fond  of  a  coun- 
»^i^**' '  try 
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try  life,  has  purfued  the  lame  plan.  The  prolpeft  trom  the  garden  is 
like  all  other  views  in  this  part  of  the  country,  but  the  occupier  finds  it 
Icfs  tedioufly  uniform  than  travellers  do.  He  pointed  out  to  us,  and 
fpoke  much,  con  amore,  of  a  little  hut  in  the  woods,  which  is  fcarcely  \i- 
fible,  and  of  a  turning  of  the  river,  yet  no  village  is  to  be  {tti\,  not  the 
fmalleft  cllates,  nay  no  huts.  All  South  Carolina  contains  fcarcely 
five  or  fix  villages,  if  four  or  five  compacl  houfcs  defervc  this  name. 
The  planter  refides,  throughout  the  whole  country,  in  the  midft  of  his 
negroes.  It  is  a  matter  of  general  cenfure,  that  Charles  II.  divided  this 
country  among  three  men,  without  confidering  that,  divided  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  perhaps  among  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people^  it  is  yet  far 
from  procuring  the  ftate  and  focicty  at  large  the  advantages,  which  it 
might  produce.  Every  one  works  with  his  own  negroes  ;  he  has  no  op- 
portunity of  hiring  others,  as  every  one  has  full  employment  for  his  Haves, 
and  Hands  in  need  of  many  hands  for  little  work.  In  regard  to  the  north- 
ern ftates,  the  period  may  be  determined  with  fome  degree  of  certainty, 
when  the  whole  country,  which  has  been  wrefled  from  the  Indians,  will 
be  cleared ;  but  not  the  lead  idea  can  be  formed  how  it  will  be  pollible 
in  South  Carolina  to  clear  only  double  the  quantity  of  land,  which  is  at 
prefent  under  cultivation.  This  obfervation,  however,  applies  merely  to 
the  lower  part  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountains  is  inhabited  by  white  people,  who  work,  as  every  where  elfc, 
and  whofe  number,  it  is  alferted,  increafes  yearly  by  new  coloniib,  who 
arc  emigrating  thither.  -  •    •   • 

On  our  journey  we  met  a  drove  of  negroes  (you  cannot  ufe  a  more 
proper  term),  who  were  fcnt  from  Cambridge  to  the  market  of  Charlcf- 
ton.  Their  mafter,  an  advocate  of  Cambridge,  one  of  the  diilri<^s  of  the 
ilate,  has  rclinquilhed  his  plantation,  to  employ  his  money  in  fi^me  other 
branch  of  bufinefs.  Planters  of  fmall  fortunes  do  this  very  often<;  and 
from  the  high  price  of  negroes  it  is  at  prefent  done  more  frequently  than 
at  other  times.  They  were  about  one  hundred  in  number,  men,  women, 
and  children.  Tlie  fale  of  the  hufband  is  not  ncccfiTarily  conneded  with 
that  of  tlic  wife,  nor  is  the  purchuicr  of  the  mother  obliged  to  buy  the 
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child  iuckling  on  her  breaft.     The  advantage  of  the  buyer  is  the  only 
binding  law.  -'  '" 

..That  part  of  the  foreft,  which  I  did  not  traverfc,  on  my  way  to 
Mr.  Ifard,  abounds  alfo,  it  is  faid,  with  trees  and  buihes.  Two  fpccics 
of  the  fbrrel  tree,  (anJromcda,  Linn.)  the  azalea,  the  fnow-drop  tree 
or  fringe  tree  (chionanthiis,  Limi.) ;  honey-fuckle  with  red  bloffoms, 
which  grows  in  a  fwampy  foil ;  the  faflafras ;  and  the  myrtle  of  which 
green  candles  arc  made.  The  berries  are  boiled  in  water ;  the  fubftance, 
which  fwims  on  the  furface,  is  the  oily  matter  or  tallow.  A  buflicl  of 
berries  yields  eight  pounds  of  candles,  which  coll  twenty  cents.  The  red 
paria,  or  Carolina  horfe-chefnut  tree,  which,  when  inoculated  on  a  com- . 
mon  chcfnut  grows  up  in  Europe  to  a  very  high  tree,  is  here  a  Ihrub  of  a 
middling  fize.     ,■    .- 

.  To  fevcral  trees  adheres  a  yellow  grey  mofs,  which  hangs  feveral  feet 
down,  like  a  beard,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Spamjh  heard.  It  re- 
tains the  fame  colour,  both  in  winter  and  fummer,  and  bears  fmali  blue 
flowers  in  fpring.  It  clings  efpecially  to  oaks  and  elms ;  plantains,  ma- 
ples, cucumber  trees,  and  pines  are  generally  free  from  it.  This  mofs  in- 
jures only  the  beauty  of  the  trees,  but  alters  neither  their  growth  nor 
leaves.  In  gardens  which  are  well  kept,  it  is  taken  off  with  iron  rakes ; 
the  negroes  frequently  pull  it  off  the  trees  in  the  woods  with  their  hands, 
and  fel'  it  to  the  upholftcrers  of  Charlefton,  who  Huff  with  it  mat- 
traffes  and  chairs.  For  the  fame  purpofe,  pretty  large  quantities  of  it  arc 
tranfmitted  to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  even  to  the  northern  dates ; 
for  though  it  conftantly  prefervcs  a  certain  unplcafant  fniell,  yet  it  is 
much  ufed,  from  its  being  cheaper  than  wool  or  hair.  In  winter  it  affords 
good  fcx)d  for  cattle. 

'       »,        SANDYIIILL.  ...  vj   -♦ 

After  a  refidencc  of  twenty  days  in  Charlefton,  1  fet  out  for  Georgia. 
From  the  exceflive  heat,  it  becomes  neccffury  to  make  this  tour  before 
the  beginning  of  June,  in  which  month  the  heat  grows  intolerable ;  and 
the  dangerous  difeafes,  occafioncd  by  it,  fparc  but  few  men,  efpecially 
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flrangcrs,  who  travel  through  thcfc  pcftifcrous  fwamps.  I  fct  out  iiv 
company  with  Mr.  Beauvois,  a  Frenchman,  a  botanill,  palTionately 
fond  of  his  fcicncc,  and  a  good,  worthy  man.  In  order  that  we  both, 
might  retain  our  full  liberty,  wc  hired  each  a  cabriolet,  and  a  little  negro. 
We  purfued  the  fame  road,  which  I  travelled  with  Mr.  Pringlc,  on  my 
excurfion  to  the  banks  of  the  Afhley,  until  wc  reached  the  other  fide  of 
this  river,  that  \&.,  ten  miles  from  Charlefton.  To  this  point  the  road 
is  much  the  lame,  fand  and  woods.  The  fand,  however,  is  not  fo  deep,. 
and  feems  to  be  more  mixed  with  earth.  The  woods  arc  equally  beau- 
tiful, and,  for  fome  miles,  the  plartations  lie  more  compa<ft.  Rice-  is  the 
chief  article  cultivated  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Eight  miles  after  you  have  cro^d  the  Aihlc}',  you  pafs  an  arm  of  the 
river  Stono.  The  bridge,  by  which  you  crofs  the  river,  has  been  built 
by  General  Washingtox,  who  poUelfesaneftateinthe  ncighbourhocsd, 
which,  however,  is  not  that  on  which  he  refides.  The  toll  is  confiderable. 
I  was  obliged  to  pay  a  quaitcr  of  a  dollar  for  a  cabriolet  and  a  horfe  ;  and- 
yet  the  farmer,  who  takes  the  toll,  pays  the  General  no  more  than  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  two  thirds.  This  road  is,  therefore,  in; 
aJl  likelihood,  not  much  frequented;  a  liippofition,  w^hich  was  muchj 
corroborated  by  the  fmall  number  of  travellers  we  met  on  our  journey. 
And  yet  this  is  the  great  Savunnali-road,  which  wc  did  not  leave  but  fix 
miles  from  the  General's  cftatc.     ••  -'      '  *^    '■    ' '■     '    "■    ^^* 

All  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  are  more  afraid  of  the  rattlc- 
fnake,  than  thofc  of  New  York  and  Pcnniylvania.  Thefe  fnakcs,  it  lliouUl 
fccm,  arc  more  dangerous  here  than  in  the  northern  ilates ;  as  in-- 
ftances  arc  known  of  people  having  died  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  they 
were  bitten.  According  to  the  aflcrtion  of  the  faculty,  the  bite  is- 
mortal  only  when  a  l}mphatic  vcflcl  has  been  hurt,  bccaufe  in  this  cafe 
the  poifon  mixes  more  rapidly  with  the  blood  ;  every  other  bite  is  eafily 
cured.  The  intcnfe  heat  of  the  climate  renders  the  poilbn  more  dellruc- 
tive  than  in  the  northern  ftatcs ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that 
among  the  great  number  of  people  who  arc  bitten  there,  there  fhould  be 
none  whofc  lymphatic  vcffcls  were  injured,  and  yet  none  are  known  to 
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have  died  of  the  bite.  The  juice  ofplantqgr  virginiana,  Lhm.  or  the  root 
and  branches  of  mahuba  bruifcd,  arc  the  lemcdics  moft  commonly  ap- 
plied. Either  of  thefc  plants  is  fufficicnt,  bvt  they  are  deemed  more  ef- 
ficacious when  they  are  applied  jointly.  A  tobacco  leaf  fteeped  in  rum, 
or  a  fingle  leaf  of  one  of  the  above  plants,  takes  off  the  pain  and  fwelling. 
Cesar,  a  negro,  difcovered  this  means  in  South  Carolina;  he  proved  its 
cfRcacy  to  the  Allcmbly  of  the  States,  in  1 780,  by  caufmg  a  rattlc-fnakc 
to  bite  him ;  and  obtained  for  this  arcanum  his  liberty,  and  a  pcnfion  of 
one  hundred  guineas  a  year.  The  rattle-liiakcs  are  as  peaceful  in  Caro- 
lina, as  they  are  in  the  north  ;  they  never  bite  but  on  being  touched. 
However  great  the  fear  of  the(e  fnakes  may  be  in  this  country,  yet  they 
are  not,  it  Ihould  feem,  very  frequent,  as  in  this  cafe  the  planters  would 
undoubtedly,  from  moti\cs  of  felf-intereft,  furnifh  their  Haves  with  the 
fame  thick  worfted  fpatterdaflies,  which  in  the  northern  dates  render  the 
bite  harmlcis,  by  abforbing  the  poifon;  and  which,  for  this  reafon,  arc 
there  in  general  ufe,  inftead  of  fuffering  the  negroes  to  work  barefoot  in 

the  fwamps  as  well  as  the  woods,  '"■'-.y*   ••  "    ,  •       - ' 

General  Waihington's  friends  having  prevailed  upon  me  to  call  at  the 
General's,  I  did  (b ;  and  from  the  genteel  reception  I  experienced  on  his 
part,  we  foon  got  acquainted.  General  Walhington  is  of  the  fume  fa- 
mily as  the  Prefident,  but  they  are  only  dillant  relations.  He  fcrved  in 
tlie  war  of  the  revolution,  and  is  generally  refpe<fted.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  moft  opulent  planters,  and  poflefles  from  four  to  five  hundred  flaves, 
by  whofe  number  wealth  is  jiij}}y  eftimated  in  South  Carolina,  as  it  is 
through  their  labour  that  riches  are  amafled  in  this  country.  The  infor- 
mation which  1  obtained  from  him,  in  regard  to  the  cidturc  of  rice,  ap- 
pears to  me  complete,  yet  I  fliall  not  infert  it  in  my  journal,  until  it  be 
corroborated,  and  rendered  ftill  more  perfect  by  the  accounts  of  other 
planters.  I  fhall,  therefore,  here  only  obfervc,  1 .  That  the  Cjcneral's  rice 
fields  are  inland Jwamps ;  2.  the  General  fows  one  bnfliel  and  a  half  of 
rice  on  an  acre ;  3.  the  medium  produce  of  an  acre  is  two  barrels  of' 
rice;  4.  every  negro  cultivates  four  or  tour  acres  and  a  half,  bcfides  two 
or  three  acres  of.  prwl/hn ;  5.  by  his  calculation  a  third  only  of  his  ne- 
,„ .    M     ^  4G2  groes 
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grocs  work  in  the  fields,  the  reft  cither  confift  of  old  people,  childrciv, 
and  ilck,  or  arc  employed  about  the  houfc ;  C.  the  number  of  negroes  in- 
creafcs  every  year  by  a  twentieth;  7.  every  negro  earns  annually,  all  ex- 
pences  being  deduced,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars ;  but 
the  rice  which,  prior  to  the  war,  was  fold  for  two  dollars  and  a  halt*,  corts 
now  fix  or  feven  dollars  and  a  half;  8.  the  expcnce  for  a  negro,  includ- 
ing duty,  board,  clothing,  and  medicines,  he  eftimates  from  twelve  to 
thirteen  dollars ;  0*  l^c  intends  to  creA  a  mill,  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
grinding  and  iifting,  which  is  generally  done  in  the  plantations  by  hard 
labour. 

Thefc  mills  fave  confidcrable  time  and  work ;  the  negroes  arc  relieved 
from  the  moft  painful  toil,  and  able  to  work  more  in  the  fields.  i\iiother 
great  advantage  is,  that  the  rice  is  more  regularly  hufkcd,  which  caules  a 
confiderable  difference  in  the  produce.  An  able  hufker  delivers  ninetecii 
parts  of  large  rice,  and  one  of  rice-duft ;  but  an  indifferent  workman  only 
ten.  Rice-duft,  or  fmall  rice,  that  is,  fuch  as  is  too  much  ground,  is  not 
marketable,  or  fetches  only  half  the  price  of  good  rice. 

By  all  the  obfcrvations  which  I  have  been  able  to  colle<ft,  the  culture  of 
rice  is  in  an  improving  ftatc ;  the  beft  proof  of  which  is  the  greater  num- 
ber of  furrows  in  a  given  fpace.  The  planters  had  formerly  only  fifty- 
five  in  one  acre  and  a  qpsrter.  inftcad  of  fixty-five  or  fcventy,  which  are 
made  at  prefent,  without  the  IcuO:  prejudice  to  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  or 
the  richncfs  of  the  ears.  Another  improvement  concerns  the  mode  of 
watering  the  fwamps.  Upon  the  whole,  the  planters,  more  enlightened 
on  their  true  intereft,  fcem  determined  to  perfedl  the  culture  of  rice  by 
all  pofTible  means.  The  rice,  from  this  plantaMon,  is  tranfportcd  twelve 
miles  in  carts,  and  frequently  the  diftance  from  the  next  creek  is  ftill 
greater.  The  planters  arc  now  raifing  a  fum  by  fubfcription,  for  the 
conftrudion  of  a  canal,  w.i  ich  is  to  crofs  the  fwamps,  and  on  which  the 
rice  may,  without  the  Icail  difficulty,  be  conveyed  to  Charlefton.  This 
canal  is  to  be  ten  miles  ic  ength,  and  the  expence  is  eftimated  at  thirty- 
eight  or  forty  thoufand  doL .  i.  I  aflifted  at  a  meeting  of  tlie  commiflioners, 
relative  to  the  beft  mean .  of  conflruding  it.  For  this  purpofe  it  has  been 
...  .  <    .  propofcd. 
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propofed,  cither  to  caufe  every  planter  to  work  at  the  canal  with  a  certain 
number  of  negroes,  proportionate  to  the  greater  or  lefs  diftance  ot*  his 
plantation  from  the  canal  to  the  extent  o(  his  fwamps,  or  the  number  of 
his  flaves,  or  to  charge  one  planter  with  the  con(lru<ftion  of  the  whole  ca- 
nal, and  make  every  planter  contribute  to  the  expencc  in  the  above  pro- 
portion.    Good  planters  are  of  the  latter  opinion,  becaufc  the  adoption 
of  the  former  would  Icflcn  the  number  of  their  workmen,  and,  of  confe- 
qucnce,  their  gain.     The  meeting  deliberated  on  thelt:  queftions,  but 
came  to  no  determination..     That  one  flngle  planter  fliould  be  able  to 
undertake  this  work,  may  be  explained  by  the  circumftancc^  that  there 
are  many  bad  planters,  who  let  their  negroes  at  a  high  price.  The  meet- 
ing terminated  in  a  dinner,  like  all  fimilar  meetings  in  England,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  this  dinner  was  given,  not  in  a  good  tavern,  but  in  a 
mifcrable  inn,  where,  from  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  ftair-cafe,  the  gueils 
were  under  the  ncceffity  of  working  up  their  way  to  the  dining-room  by 
the  aid  of  a  ladder.     It  was  a  cold  dinner,  and  the  li(iuors  ferved  up  were 
rum,  brandy,  acul  geneva,  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  meeting  quaffed,  as 
if  they  had  been  the  raofl  delicious  champagne.  The  General,  whofe  turn 
it  was  to  entertain  the  companyy  had  provided  the  whole  dinner.     The 
culture  of  rice  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly  increafcd  by  the  conftruftion 
of  this  canal.  By  General  Wafliington's  account,  as  many  fwamps  remain 
flill  uncultivated  as  are  under  cultivation. 

His  own  plantations  are  all  frtuated  in  the  vicinity  of  his  manfion, 
without  joining  each  other.  One  direftor  has  the  fuperintcndance  over 
all  the  plantations,  and  under  him  fpccial  infpcdlors  arc  appointed  for 
every  plantation.  He  cultivates  two  hundred  acres  with  Indian  corn  or 
potatoes;  the  average  produce  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  buihels  of  Indian 
corn  per  acre.  -  .    »• 

The  rice-planters  cultivate  no  more  Indian  corn  and  potatoes,  than 
they  want  for  their  own  confumption,  and  that  of  their  negroes.  By 
cultivating  n;iore,  they  would,  in  their  opinion,  wafte  their  time  in  a  lefs 
profitable  labour ;  and  many  planters  would  rather  purchafe  all  their 
provifion,  than  raife  it  in  their  own  fields,  were  not  the  carriage  fo  a  ery 
expcnfive. 

All 


508 


TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMEKICA« 


All  the  planters  keep  great  numbers  of  oxen,  cows,  and  pigs,  which  pro- 
cure their  food  cafily,  and  without  the  lead  cxpencc,  in  the  large  forefts, 
which  belong  to  the  plantations.  Horfes  arc  alfo  frequently  turned  into 
the  woods;  but  the  true  amateurs  of  iiorfes,  many  of  whom  arc  found 
among  the  planters,  lend  them  rather  to  graze  on  a  field,  which  the  year 
before  was  fown  with  Indian  corn  and  rice,  and  on  which  the  fpe- 
cies  of  grafs,  called  crab  grrfs,  grows  in  great  plenty.  In  woods,  where 
the  grafj  of  the  preceding  year  is  not  entirely  conUnned,  and  where  this 
grafs  might  ftiflc  the  new  growth,  it  is  burnt  at  the  begii^ning  of  fpring, 
and  the  }orjig  grafs  thrives  better  than  it  oiherwife  ^\  ^-uld  do.       •*  ' 

The  price  of  fv^amps  is  here  from  twenty-one  to  forty-two  dollars  an 
acre.  Tiic  fituation  in  regard  to  the  watering  of  the  Iwamps  occafions 
the  dilFercnce  in  their  price.  Uplands  coll  from  five  to  fix  dollars  an 
acre,  but  are  feldom  fold.  Indian  corn  colls  one  dollar  and  a  half  the 
bufliel,  a  cow  from  fix  to  nine  dollars,  and  a  yoke  of  oxca  lorty  dollars. 

General  Wafliington  is  one  of  the  planters  of  Carolina,vsho,  in  order  not 
to  relinquilli  to  the  merchants  of  Charlefton  the  great  pr(>lits  on  the  fale 
of  rice,  have  tranfmittcd  it  themfelves  to  England.  The  refults  of  this 
operation  are  not  yet  kno\>  n.  All  the  planters  are  highly  plealed  with  the 
high  price  of  rice,  yet  the  moft  prudent  of  them  adopt  not  a  more  expen- 
five  way  of  living,  but  convert  their  gains  into  capital.  They  are  fond  of 
refiding  on  their  plantations,  and  thus  fave  much  of  their  houfehold  ex- 
pence.  Yet  you  mull  be  accuftomed  to  fuch  a  refidcnce  to  be  pleafed 
with  it.  Not  the  lead  variety,  as  to  foil  and  culture  ;  furrounded  on  all 
fides  with  mud  and  water ;  few  or  no  neighbours  ;  and  in  addition  to 
thefe  unplealant  circumflances,  the  planters  a»*e  deprived  of  the  grcatefl 
plcafure  of  cultivators,  to  fee  everything  grow  in  their  fields.  In  the 
month  of  June,  when  the  fwamps  are  watered  for  the  firll  time,  the 
planters  retire  for  four  months  into  the  town,  for  fear  of  the  peflifcrous 
effluvia,  and  during  this  time  the  rice  ripens  and  is  mowed.  The  white 
dircdor  of  the  plantation,  who  remains  on  the  fpot,  mull  the  firil  fum- 
mer  pay  for  this  refidencc  either  with  his  life,  or  at  leall  with  a  dreadful 
fit  of  illnefs ;  and,  ihould  he  furvive  this,  yet  he  is  every  fummer  attacked 

by 
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hy  a  fimilar  dlfcafc  at  Icaft  tor  a  fortnight.     The  negroes  fuffcr  not  from 
all  thefe  noxious  exhalations.  •■     >> 

In  the  General  is  united  to  his  other  excellent  qualities  that  of  a  bene- 
volent mafter  to  his  negroes.  They  are  not  overburthened  with  labour, 
and  they  arc  at  liberty  to  cultivate  for  thcmfclvcs  as  much  land  as  they 
choofc.  ^ 

Mrs.  Wafliington  fecms  lefs  pleafed  with  a  plantation- life  than  her 
hultand,  whom  bufincfs  frequently  calls  away,  and  whom  a  pipe  or  a 
good  dinner  often  retains  in  the  place,  whither  he  is  obliged  to  go. 

The  General's  plantation  lies  in  St.  Paul's  pariih,  which  contains  fif- 
teen fquare  miles.     Although  four  or  five  remains  of  churches  arc  to  be 
found  in  this  pariih,  yet  there  exills  in  fa6l  but  one,  where  a  congrega- 
tion can  afi!'emble.     The  reft  were  burnt  down  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,, 
and  they  are  in  this  country  not  very  anxious  to  build  them  up  again. 

The  road  from  Sandyhill  to  Dr.  Pr ingle's,  brother  of  my  friend. 
Fringle  of  Charlcfton,  is  as  fandy  as  that  which  we  have  travelled,  but 
tlie  fmall  bridges,  you  frequently  meet  with,  grow  worfc  and  worfe. 
We  crofl'ed  in  a  ferry  the  river  Edifto  or  Pompon,  which  rifes  two  hun- 
dred miles  higher  up  the  country,  and  on  which  the  timber  from  the 
forefts  of  further  Carolina,  that  are  one  hundred  miles  diftant  from 
diarlcfton,  is  floated  to  this  city. 

Dr.  Pringle  refides  in  the  townfliip  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  cultivates, 
of  nineteen  hundred  acres,  which  compofe  his  eftate..  two  hundred  acres 
offvvamps,  and  forty  acres  high  land.  If  he  had  more  hands  to  difpole 
of,  he  might  cultivate  more;  but  he  pofix;ffes  only  a  fmall  fortune;  and. 
planters  thus  circumftanced  can  very  feldom  raife  the  neceflhry  money 
for  the  conftrudion  of  machinery.  He  has  explained  to  me  the  w  hole 
procefs  of  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the  rice  ;  and  the  information  I 
received  from  him  on  this  fubjed:,  agrees  fo  perfedly  with  that  which 
1  have  collcded  in  three  or  four  other  different  places,  that  I  think  my- 
i'clf  fully  informed  on  this  head.  Rice  is  commonly  fown  about  this 
time ;   fome  have  already  done  it,  and  others   commence  in   a  fort- 
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The  country  is  full  of  that  fpecles  of  crocodile,  which  by  naturalilh 
arc  called  caimans.     We  faw  a  fmall  one  at  the  Ciencral's,  which  had 
been  killed  by  his  huntfnian.     On  a  walk  wc  took  with  Dr.  Pringle,  wc 
faw  two,  which  lay  allccp  near  a  large  fwampy  ditch  ;  both  were  of  con- 
fidcrabic  fize,  and  one  meafured  from  the  head  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail 
upwards  of  twelve  feet.     We  obfcrvcd  them  perfcdly  at  our  cafe,  at  the 
diftance  of  twelve  paces.     The  noife  wc  made,  after  five  or  lix  minutes, 
having  roufcd  them  from  their  flccp,  they  jumped  into  the  water.     Thi.4 
animal  very  fcldom  touches  a  man,  however  near  it  may  be  to  him  ;  it 
conftantly  flees,  when  on  land ;  but  in  the  water  it  is  faid  to  be  fiercer. 
A  few  years  ago,  a  caiman  bit  ofFthorlcg  of  a  woman,  while  Ihe  was 
bathing.     It  more  frequently  attacks  dogs,  which  at  times  it  carries  off  in 
the  prefcncc  of  men.     Sometimes,  when  hounds  in  purliiit  o\  a  flag 
Iwim  through  the  water,  they  feize  both  hounds  and  deer,  and  pull 
them  down  to  the  bottom,  without  their  ever  appearing  again.     The 
fcales,  with  which  tlie  caiman  is  coated,  render  it  invulnerable,  uulefs  the 
wound  be  inflicted  in  the  interllices  of  tl'e  fcales,  or  at  the  extremities. 

The  rattle-fnake  is  as  much  dreaded  in  this  country  as  tlie  caimm. 
No  perlbn  has  of  late  died  of  its  bite,  which  proves  frequently  mortal  to 
dogs,  cows,  and  horfes,  although  cafes  of  its  being  cured  are  more  nume- 
rous. On  the  whole,  the  number  of  thefe  noxious  animals  appears  very 
iaconfiderable.  By  Dr.  Pringle's  account,  who  has  fccn  many  of  them, 
they  are  here  much  larger  at  the  fame  age,  than  in  the  northern  flates. 
Thofe  which  have  come  within  my  obier^  ation,  are  of  the  fame  lize  as  in 
GenefTee,  but  of  more  vivid  colours.  The  bite  of  the  water  rattle-fnake 
is  alfo  poifonous,  but  lefs  fo  than  that  of  the  land.  The  derivation  of 
its  name  is  not  known  ;  for  this  animal  has  neither  rattles,  nor  is  it  fur- 
niflicd  with  the  two  fangs,  which  render  the  rattle-fnake  fo  extremely 
dangerous.  There  are  thofc,  who  imagine,  that  it  is  the  female  of  the 
rattle-fnake,  while  in  the  opinion  of  others  it  forms  a  diilind:  fpecies ;  but 
all  this  rellson  fuppofition,  as  in  fa<ft  do  many  things  in  natural  hiflory. 
The  black  ferpent  is  pretty  common  in  Carolina  ;  it  is  very  long,  and  pur- 
fues  thofe  who  attack  it ;  but  its  bite  is  harmlefs. 

_  Panthers 
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Panthers  arc  fomctimcs  found  in  the  woods,  but  thcv  arc  lew  in  nuni- 
ber ;  the  aflertion  of  their  having  attacked  men  is  contradidtcd.  Tiger- 
cats,  wolves,  and  foxes  arc  here  frequent,  and  fomctimcs  carry  otf  fowls, 
flicep,  and  calves  from  places  contiguous  to  inhabited  buildiugs.  lint 
the  planters,  who  affcmble  their  live-ftock  twice  a  year,  to  count  the 
young,  a'id  pick  out  thofe  which  they  intend  to  fatten,  charge  lefs  the 
wild  beads  with  the  deficiency  they  difcovcr,  than  the  petty  planters, 
negroes,  and  other  workmen.  The  whiter  is  here  never  fo  fcvere,  as  to 
prevent  the  cattle  from  remaining  in  the  woods,  where  they  find  plenty 
of  food ;  fome  of  the  planters  tLed  .^liem  w  ith  the  ihaw  of  Indian-corn 
and  rice,  but  moft  kill  them,  as  tjiey  come  out  of  the  woods.  Mr. 
Pringlc,  who  keeps  from  feventy  to  e^htvnegroes,  and,  of  confcqucncc, 
is  no  great  planter,  has  from  two  to  tnrec  hundred  head  of  cattle. 

To  judge  from  the  acquaintance  1  have  made  among  the  planters,  their 
converfation  is  not  very  intcrefting.  Their  time  is  chiefly  taken  up  by 
the  chace  and  the  table,  by  gaming  and  doing  nothing,  the  few  excepted, 
whofe  parents  were  fufficiently  rich  to  fend  them  to  Europe  for  educa- 
tion and  inflrui^ion. 

Mr.  Pringlc  holds  a  diilinguiflied  rank  among  well-bred  farmers.  He 
finilhed  his  education  and  ftudied  medicine  in  Europe ;  for  fome  time  he 
followed  this  profcflion,  but  now  pradlifes  it  only  from  motives  of  com - 
palHon,  to  prcferve  his  independence.  He  is  in  every  rcfpc<5l  a  worthy 
man,  amiable  and  communicative,  plain,  and  fo  happy,  that  his  equals 
are  but  leldom  found.  He  is  an  excellent  mafler  to  his  negroes,  and 
aflcrts,  againft  the  opinion  of  many  others,  that  the  plantations  of  mild 
and  indulgent  mafters  thrive  moft,  and  that  the  negroes  are  more  faithful 
and  laborious.  He  is  beloved  by  his  flaves.  The  cultivated  part  of  his 
plantation  is  in  the  beft  order,  and  the  number  of  his  negroes  cncrcafcs 
yearly  by  a  tenth. 

In  the  neighbourhood  are  a  few  very  fmall  plantations,  the  property  of 
white  people,  who  keep  no  (laves,  and  who  of  fifty  acres,  which  form 
the  ueceflTary  qualification  of  an  elcdor,  cultivate  about  twenty  with 
their  oxen.     This  clafs  is  poor,  and,  by  what  I  have  b«tn  told,  fecms  not 

-^H  J^       f  to 


4 


f  i>, 


M^ 


■  S 


i 


609 


TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 


to  dcfervc  much  rcfpeft.  But  thefe  planters  evidently  prove,  that  even 
in  this  fcorching  climate  white  people  can  perform  the  labour,  for  which 
it  is  generally  deemed  neceffary  to  employ  flavcs ;  though  it  muft  be 
confcflcd,  that  they  neither  work  much  in  the  hotted  feafon  of  the  year, 
nor  toil  in  the  fwanips.  White  people  may  perhaps  not  be  able  to  ac- 
cuftom  themfelvcs  to  the  necclfary  labours  in  the  fwamps,  yet  it  is  of 
importance  to  know ,  that  they  are  capable  of  working  in  the  upper  coun- 
try at  the  culture  of  grain,  potatoes,  and  turnips.  From  this  faft  hopes 
may  be  entertained,  that  the  large  tra«ft  of  ground  which  feparatcs  the 
fwamps  from  the  upper  country,  and  tlic  fertility  of  the  foil  of  which  is 
apparent  from  the  numerous  trees  itj)ears,  w  ill  be  cultivated.  , 

Mr.  Pringle  prefented  my  fcllo'^-travellcr,  Mr.  Beauvois,  with  a  petri- 
fied oyftcr,  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  lea.  Its  length  amounts  to  eighteen  inches,  Englilh  mca- 
{lirc.  From  the  circumllance,  that  in  that  part  of  the  country  there  is  a 
confiderabic  ftnttum  of  fimilar  petrified  fubllances,  it  becomes  highly 
probable,  that  this  whole  trad  was  once  covered  by  the  fea,  and  that  the 
ridge  of  mountains,  which  runs  from  Florida  to  Canada,  formed  its  ori- 
ginal limit.  .';•-..'.       x^i  ,    .  .        *  ,i,'. 

In  the  townfliip  of  St.  Paul  a  free  negro,  who  from  his  early  youth  care- 
fully ftored  up  the  produce  of  his  induftry,  pofl'elles  a  plantation  of  two 
hundred  flaves.  Inllances  of  this  kind  are  not  rare,  1  undcrlland,  in 
St.  Domingp ;  but  fuch  a  plantation  is  here  a  phenomenon.  The  fcvc- 
rity  excepted,  with  which  this  emancipated  flave  treats  his  negroes,  his 
condud  is  <aid  to  be  regular  and  good.  His  name  is  Pindaim,  and  he 
is  eighty-five  years  old.  He  has  married  a  white  woman,  and  has  given 
his  daughter,  a  mulatto,  to  a  white  man.    ^  > 


RUPELMONDE,  ON  THE  RIVER  BEAUFORT. 

As  long  as  the  roads  continue  of  the  fame  quality,  as  I  have  hitherto 

found  them,  fmce  I  left  Charleilon,  I  iliall  not  make  any  mention  of 

then^     I  am  not  yet  tired  of  thefe  fuperb  forefts  ;  but  on  traverfmg  them, 

you  cannoLJ^ut  rtftret,  that  a  foil,  which  bears  fuch  trees,  fhould  not  j)ro- 
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ducc  any  thing  elfe,  and  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  that  foil  may,  per- 
haps, remain  for  ever  uncultivated  in  Carolina,  which  might  be  Ibwn 
with  oats,  rye,  and  barley,  and  thus  remove  the  uidiealthiueiji  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  poverty  of  the  <"ountry.  Nature  invites  this  country  to  a 
high  degree  of  profperity,  the  non-attainmciit  of  which  can  only  be 
owing  to  the  negletl  and  mifcondu<ft  of  men. 

We  travelled  in  company  with  Mr.  Uobekt  Pkingle,  a  worthy  bro- 
ther of  John  Pringle  of  Chailelton ;  he  intended  to  introduce  us  to  his 
numerous  friends  at  Beaufort.  The  plantations  along  the  road  are  few 
in  number  and  infignificant.  The  people  were  every  where  bulled  in 
lowing  rice.  ,  .    ..^ 

I  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller  of  Sheldon.  He  was  not  at 
home,  but  his  lady  received  us  with  great  kindnels.  She  is  very  hand- 
Ibmc,  and  endowed  with  excellent  qualities. 

It  is  frecpicntly  the  fate  of  travellers  to  contrad:  obligations:  ^^-^  *u: 
experienced  the  fame  evening,  in  regard  to  a  ladv  "'■•'  *^*^"^''*  ""  ^"'^ 
coatl  of  the  iriand  of  Beauti^rt.  The  v./r.(,  intended  to  carry  us  over, 
was  too  fmall  for  our  two  r-^Jnoiets  and  horfes.  We  were,  therefore, 
obliged  to  wait:  aiiti  feeing  us  walking  up  and  down  the  Ihore,  llie  in- 
A  itcd  us  to  ftcp  into  her  houfe,  and  at  length  offered  us  a  night's  lodging. 
Mrs.  Rappf.l  relides  with  her  daughter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
ferry,  which  belt)ngs  to  her.  The  mother  was,  fifteen  years  ago,  the  firft 
beauty  of  C^rlellon;  and  even  yet,  though  thirty-five  years  old,  and 
fre(iuently  indifpofed  with  nervous  difeafes,  llie  is  handfom  j»nd  amiable. 
She  generally  refidcs  m  Charlefton,  whither  ilie  returns  at  Ilie  beginning 
of  June.  WhatoA  er  praife  may  be  due  to  our  European  gentility,  yet  in 
no  part  of  the  globe  lb  much  hofpitality  is  pradifed  as  in  America,  or 
can  it  any  where  be  better  exercifed,  than  in  South  Carolina. 

We  this  day  crolled,  by  a  very  bad  bridge,  the  river  Combabcc,  whii  h 
feparates  the  dillrid  of  Charlclhm  from  that  of  Beaufort.  The  only  re- 
markable thing  we  met  on  this  journey  was  a  huge  caiman,  which  lay 
dying  on  a  ditch.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  with  an  axe,  and  wiW 
at  a  c'rcatcr  dillance  from  the  water  than  they  generally  are.  We  dif- 
.,  .  '  4  H2  m  patched 
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patched  him,  and  found  that  he  was  eleven  feet  and  half  in  length.. 
Thcfe  animals,  whofe  alpc^  is  as  frightful  as  the  accounts  of  their  fierce- 
ncfs,  arc  no  objcds  of  fear  w  ith  the  inhabitants  of  this  country ;  travel- 
lers, therefore,  have  either  exaggerated  their  accounts,  or  arc  more  timid  ' 
than  the  inhabitants.  They  are  killed,  wherever  they  arc  met  with,-  and 
extremely  numerous  in  the  frcfli  waters  of  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  worft  regulated  part  of  the  Union,  is  a  com- 
pound of  natives  of  all  European  countries,  and  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Its  recent  lurtory  is  a  tilTue  of  continual  difputcs  among 
the  inhabitants  as  well  as  with  other  ftates,  without  the  leall  mark  of 
public  fpirit.  This  mf)ral  pitlurc  mull  ncceflarily  admit  of  exceptions ; 
I  ha>e  myiclf,  during  my  ihort  rcfidcnce  in  Savannah,  found  men, 
who  would  do  honour  to  any  country.    Hut  the  exceptions,  1  apprehend. 


in 


-:-f--^ 


arc  tew.  ■  ,  .        -      .: 

As  i«.-  .„  ^^^^.  i.,(^  fclTion,  a  more  regular  adminiftration  of  juftice  has 
been  eftablilhcd  ;  i,..^  ;^  \^  „„[  yj.^  ^^  force,  nor  will  it  be  fo  for  li^me  time 
to  come.  The  feflions  are  not  ••t^.ilarlv  held  ;  the  cmpannelhng  of  the 
juries  meets  with  great  difficulties,  and  yci  tU,.  bufinefs  of  a  lawyer  is  one 
of  the  moft  lucrati\ e  prot'dlions.  .  « 

Agriculture  is  much  the  ikmc  as  in  South  Carolina.  Cotton  is  adti- 
vated  by  all  the  inhabitants,  \^  ho  confidcr  it  as  a  principal  branch  of  their 
trade,  without  paying  any  more  attention  to  the  beft  mode  of  cultivat- 
ing it,  than  they  do  in  South  Carolina.  Candid  planters  all^,  that  they 
are  far  from ^ving  attained  the  highelt  degree  of  perfection,  the  attain- 
ment of  which  will,  in  my  opinion,  fooner  be  effected  in  South  Carolina 
than  Georgia.  The  machinery  for  cleaning  the  cotton  is  here  more  fi^:- 
quently  employed  than  in  Carolina ;  but  the  planters,  ooua  inced  of  the 
difadvuntages  attending  it,  relinqui/b  the  ufc  of  it,  and  exped  another 
from  the  Bahama  iffands,  w  hich  comj)leats  the  operation  Iboner,  without 
injuring  the  down.  .^ji,^.   .i*^      j^ii..; 

The  back  country,  which  begins  behind  Auguff:a,  is  far  more  popu- 
lous, and  exports  tobacco,  Indian-corn,  rye,  and  v.'hcat.  Slaves,  as  is 
affertcd,  are  more  numerous  on  the  other  fide  of  Augulhi,  than  on  this 
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fide.  There  is  no  planter,  who  keeps  a  confiderable  number  of  negroes ; 
but  the  fmalleft  planters  buy  Ibmc  as  loon  as  they  can,  leave  ofFdoinj: 
any  work  thcmfelves,  and  grow  lazy,  ior  which  the  matters  of  fluvcs  ge- 
nerally feel  a  ftrong  dilpofition,  encouraged  by  the  heat  of  the  climate 
and  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  countr}'. 

The  law  of  the  land  permits  the  importation  of  negroes,  and  this  is  the 
only  ftate,  the  ports  of  w  hich  are  not  yet  fliut  up  againll  this  odious  trade. 
They  are  not,  however,  imported  in  great  numbers  in  Sa\annah  ;  in  the 
courfe  ('flail  year  arrived  about  fix  or  leven  hundred;  during  the  iirll  four 
months  of  this  year  four  hundred  and  liJty  ha\  e  been  landed,  and  two  or 
three  thoufand  more  are  expeded.  Savannah  employs  no  ihip  in  the 
Have-trade  ;  but  it  is  carried  on  in  Ihips  belonging  to  New  England,  and 
cl'pccially  to  Rhode- Ifland.  The  cargo,  however,  Ls  conllantly  carried  to 
Savannah,  without  the  leall  certainty  of  a  profitable  iiile,  on  account  of 
the  fcarcity  ot' money  which  generally  prevails,  aiid  bccaule  foreign  mer- 
chant^ arc  as  little  fond  of  giving  credit  to  thofe  of  Savannah,  as  thefo 
are  of  crediting  the  planters.  For  the  fole  purpole  of  cultivating  fuch 
Iwamps,  as  are  fitted  tor  cultivation,  ten  fuccefrive  years  iVum  eight  to 
ten  thoufand  negroes  thould  be  annually  i^iportcd.  A  third  of  thofe 
who  are  imported,  are,  in  tpite  of  the  prohibition,  every  }  ear  Imuggled 
into  Carolina.  Thefe  African  negroes  coll  tferee  hundred  dollars  each  ; 
thofe  of  the  Gold-coall  are  the  belt  of  all,  and  next  to  them  are  thote  of 
Congo  and  Ib%.  The  latter  are  the  belt  labourers,  but  trequentiy  pcrifli 
within  the  fill  tvv(»}ears. 

I  witnelled  an  ..u»-lion  of  negroes  in  Sa^an)l^dl;  and  although  it  was  a 
Ihoi^ng  fight,  yet  I  was  not  i'o  affcded  by  it  as  when  1  faw  the  one  hun- 
dretk negroes  :r,  Cha'-'clton  driven  to  market.  Thefi.*  were  grown  ,.er- 
fons  ;  but  the  oth.,»..  were  children,  unac(puiinted  with  the  horrors  of 
their  lituation. 

Almoll  all  the  land  in  (Jeorgia  is  good  ;  but  ditlerent  in  quality  accord- 
ing to  its  ftuation  ;  for  at  the  dillanee  of  one  hundred  miles  tVom  the 
fen.it  contiaues  rifmg  as  tar  as  the  Apalachiati  mountains,  which  are  con- 
neClcd  with  the  chain  of  mountains  that  interlcds  the  whole  of  North 
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America,  proceeding  from  Canada,  difuppears  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
and,  under  the  name  of  Tapinambourg,  rifes  again  in  South  America, 
after  having  iirft  (hewn  itfeh'in  the  Antilles:  at  leaft  this  is  thewopinion 
of  feveral  naturalifts.  The  lands  appear  better  here  than  thofc  fimilarly 
fituatcd  in  Carolina ;  and  from  the  Apalachians  to  the  Miflifippi  they 
appear  ftill  better. 

None  of  the  ilates  is  better  watered  than  Georgia.  The  rivers  Sa- 
vannah, Oconee,  Alatamaha,  and  St.  Mary  which  divides  it  from  Eaft 
Florida,  nm  through  it  from  cad  to  weft ;  and  in  their  courfe  receive  a 
great  number  'of  creeks  and  fmaller  rivers,  by  means  of  which  the  pro- 
du(^ls  of  the  inland  parts,  if  they  were  inhabited,  might  eafily  be  con- 
veyed to  the  fea.  The  great  rivers  Appalachicola,  Mobile,  Pearc,  Palca- 
cola,  and  Governanti,  which  interfecil  Weft  Florida,  and  em})ty  them- 
fclves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  their  fource  in  Georgia.  The 
river  Miftifippi,  by  which  it  is  bovmded  on  the  weft,  muft,  fmcc  the  laft 
treaty  with  Spain,  be  a  certain  and  extenfi\e  means  of  difjiofuig  of  all  its 
produAs,  which  might  be  lent  to  the  Antilles.  All  the  parts  of  the  coall 
ibuth  of  Savannah  are,  without  comparifon,  more  healthy  than  Sa- 
vannah, or  than  the  coafts  (^Virginia  or  the  two  Carolinas  ;  becaufe  they 
lie  nearer  the  trade-winds,  ^nd  partake  of  the  advantage  which  thefe  af- 
ford. The  climate,  which*in  the  interior  of  Georgia  is  not  fo  hot  as  in 
Carolina,  is  much  milder  in  winter.  There  is  feldom  any  fnow  here, 
and  where  there  is,  it  foon  melts  away.  Except  in  the  fwampy  parts, 
fewer  dlfeafes  prevail  here  than  in  Carolina;  and  frcfh  fprings  of  water 
are  to  be  met  with  every  where.  '*         ^  -  '  >i"f 

To  thefe  ad\antages  may  be  added  the  facility  In  palling  betweeHj the 
continent  and  the  illands  that  He  along  the  coall,  the  coninumic»tion 
with  all  of  them  being  pcrfcdly  fafe,  and  there  being  no  occalion  to  go 
out  into  the  open  fea.  Thefe  illands  are  for  the  nioft  part  fpacious  and 
healthy  :  they  have  an  excellent  foil,  which  yields  Acry  fine  cotton,  al- 
moft  all  kinds  of  corn,  and  abundance  of  live-oak,  which  is  of  fo  much 
value  in  Ihip-building.  ..  r      .  <  •  .      " 

Jn  that  part  of  Georgia  which  borders  on  Weft  Florida,  there  arc 

many 
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many  fields  of  rice  along  the  rivers ;  particularly  on  the  banks,  and  Hl-- 
twccn  the  two  branches  of  the  Mobile.  Oaks  of  every  kind,  hickorico, 
faiTafras,'  mulberry  and  chefnut  trees,  grow  here  in  the  grcatcft  ponible 
perfedion.  There  are  few  live-oaks,  and  fciitcciy  any  cyprcilcs  or  ccdar^. 
The  white  pine  grows  here  only ;  the  fpruce-fir  is  Icldom  fecn.  k  is 
laid  that  the  three  branches  of  the  river  Alataniaha,  with  the  iiland  of 
St.  SimoM,  wliich  lies  facing  them,  form  the  bell,  dcepeft,  and  (al'cfl: 
harbour  on  the  Artierican  coall,  below  the  Chcfapcak.  Few  of  the 
United  States  are  dcftincd  to  greater  profperity  than  CJeorgia.  But  there 
muft  he  hands  to  work  this  gold-mine ;  and  their  labour  muft  be  ren- 
dered valuable  by  gr^od  order,  by  rcfpe(5l  for  the  government,  and  a  due 
adminiftration  of  the  laws.  Thelc  objeds  will  certainly  be  accomplifhed 
fome  time  or  other,  but  in  the  prcfcnt  (late  of  things,  it  is  difficult  to  fix 
upon  the  period  when  it  fliall  corne  to  pafs.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
back  country  arc  more  idle,  dmnken,  and  diforderly,  than  thofe  who  re- 
fide  in  the  lack  parts  of  any  of  the  United  States.  It  is  only  to  the  go- 
vernment that  thefe  vices  can  be  imputed.  Land  which  produces  rice, 
and  is  furnilhed  with  the  buildings  recjuifite  for  its  cultivation,  fetches^ 
when  in  good  condition,  from  fixty  to  fixty-five  dollars :  and  that  w  hich 
is  not  fo,  fells  at  feven  or  eight  dollars. 

They  carry  on  a  trade  w  ith  (ireorgia,  withMeer,  otter,  and  beaver  fkins. 
But  the  Indians,  wiio  fupply  them,  find  a  more  advantageous  and  furer 
fale  in  Weft  Florida ;  and  therefore  carry  all  their  fkins  to  Penfacohu 
This  trade  is  therefore  confined  to  furs  procured  by  the  people  of  the 
back  country  ;  and  thefe  are  inconfiderai)le  in  number  and  value. 

The  Cherokccs,  the  Chac'laws,  and  Creeks,  who  are  the  moft  numerous 
ana  tvarlike  of  all  the  Indian  nations,  inhabit  the  borders  of  (Georgia. 
Thofe  capable  of  bearing  arms  are  fuppo/ed  to  amount  to  the  tumiber  ot 
twelve  thoufand,  fix  thoufand  of  whom  are  Creeks.  There  are  alxmt 
thirty-five  thoufand  Indians  altogether  in  Georgia.  It  is  fiiid  that  the 
Creeks,  contrary  to  the  general  cafe,  are  encrcafing  in  numbers.  Although 
thefe  people  are  held  in  averfion,  and  endeavours  are  made  to  drive  them 
beyond  the  Miffifippi ;  yet  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  in  the  conti- 
nual 
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nual  quarrels  which  they  have  with  the  white  people  on  the  boundaries, 
the  latter  are  in  the  wrong  four  times- out  of  five.  I^  is  admitted  by  every 
body,  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  vicious  fct  of  people  than  the  whites 
who  dwell  on  the  boundaries :  they  rob,  murder,  and  betray  the  Indians ; 
who  in  return  frequently  deftroy  their  perfecutors,  together  with  their 
families ;  and  when  they  perhaps  take  a  dreadful  revenge,  they  only  de- 
fend tliemfelves  againft  unprovoked  attacks:  thefc  Indians  are  all  as  good, 
as  generous,  and  as  faithful  as  thofc  of  the  northern  ftatcs.  Even  when 
they  are  in  the  greatcft  ftiite  of  dillurbancc,  they  live  in  the  utniotl  fami- 
liarity with  the  white  families  who  refide  amongft  them,  and  who  find 
more  protcftion  from  them  than  from  the  white  borderers:  thefc  fcalp 
their  prifoners,  as  well  as  the  Indians.  This  conltaut  llate  of  pctt}-  war- 
fare is  a  new  fource  of  diforder  in  the  llate.  ^ 

The  State  of  Georgia,  in  conjunction  with  the  federal  government, 
thinksof  concluding  a  general  treaty  with  the  Indians,  the  negociutions 
for  which  are  to  be  entered  upon  in  Icfs  than  a  month.  The  confequence 
of  this  treaty  will  be,  that  the  Indiant>,  in  confideration  of  a  liim  of  mo- 
ney, will  retire  a  hundred  miles  farther  back.  Meanwhile  the  borderers 
will  purfue  them,  and  will  ne\er  be  rcftrained,  by  any  treaty,  tVom  mak- 
ing their  unjuft  attacks ;  as  long  as  there  is  no  government  to  reftrain 
them  by  rigorous  punllhmeuts,  and  of  couri'e  to  procnt  the  reprifuls  of* 
the  Indians.  .  . 

Thefc  Indians  cultivate  the  land  with  more  care  than  thofc  in  the 
northern  Hates.  They  keep  fuch  negroes  as  they  carry  away  in  their 
petty  wars,  or  thofc  \n  ho  dclert  to  them.  They  treat  them  as  Haves,  but 
behave  well  to  them  ;  are  fparing  of  them  in  labour,  ancf  fliare  with  them 
their  own  food.  I  have  been  allured,  that  there  are  fome  Indians  who 
have  no  fewer  than  thirty  negroes:  thefe  carry  the  produce  of  their 
hulbandry  to  Penfacola,  by  which  means  Ger)rgla  is  deprived  of  confidcr- 
able  advantages. 

I  have  heard  an  anecdote  of  one  of  thefe   Indians,  which,   I  believe, 

will  give  a  clear  idea  of  their  manner  of  thinking.     The  Creeks  had  oc- 

Ciifion  to  aflemblc  fome  years  ago  concerning  a  treaty  witli  tlic  United 

.      \  •      '  '  States : 
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States:  one  Talaskinc,  a  famous  warrior  amongft  them,  who  had  al- 
ways declared  hlmfclf  a  friend  to  the  United  States,  oppofed  every  a<^ 
of  hoftility  againd  them,  and  was  confcquently  well  known,  came  to 
New  York,  the  place  of  meeting,  after  the  Affembly  had  already  been 
opened.  He  there  found,  that  one  Malasky,  who  had  diftinguiflicd 
himfclf  by  his  inveteracy  againft  the  United  States,  and  by  the  mifchicfs 
he  had  done  them,  was  wxll  treated,  and  even  carefled  by  the  American 
commiffioners.  This  circumftance  raifed  his  indignation  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that,  although  he  was  himfelf  well-treated,  he  left  the  AlTcmbly 
after  two  days,  and  became  an  enemy  to  the  States.  This  indigna- 
tion has  its  foundation  in  a  ftrong  fentimcnt  of  honour,  which  mult 
make  ci\  ilized  ftates  blufli  for  the  falichood  and  dcpraA-ity  of  their  po- 
licy. 

The  avaricious  Georgians  are  not  contented  with  grafplng  at  the  coun- 
try of  the  Indians ;  many  of  them  look  on  Florida  already  as  their  law- 
I'ul  property ;  and  think  that  by  a  war,  they  would  cafily  gratify  this  am- 
bition of  theirs ;  as  the  fouthcrn  ftates  arc  much  more  populous  than  this 
province.  It  is  to  be  cohfidcrcd  how  little  Spain  can  be  intcrcfted  in  thi« 
fmall  tract  of  country,  how  many  difputes  it  may  occafion,  and  what  a 
natural  boundary  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  would  form  for  the  United  States. 
It  cannot  but  be  wilhcd  that  Spain,  with  a  fort  of  political  magnanimity, 
may  give  up  this  country,  which  is  not  an  advantageous  poflblVion  to  her, 
and  which  in  ail  probability  flic  may  Hot  be  able  to  retain. 

The  law  concerning  negroes  is  milder  in  Georgia  than  in  Carolina, 
where  it  is  of  Englilh  origin.  But  here  It  is  thirty  years  younger,  and 
tlicrcf(>ro  breatlics  that  hamanitv,  \^hich  charaderifes  the  latter  half  of 
the  prcfcnt  century.  It  appears  to  me  in  i'omc  refpe<fts  a>-  mild  as  any 
law  can  ever  be  when  flavory  is  permitted.  It  is  faid  that  there  are  few 
jcverc  niaftcrs  here  :  but  the  ncgrues  are  worlc  cloathed  and  fed  than  in 
(\irolina ;  ami  even  there  their  cloatliing  and  food  arc  not  remarkably 
good. 

Until  1  ;o4  Auifufla  was  the  chief  town  of  Georgia :  next  to  Savan- 
nah it  is  the  lar^zelV,  and  the  only  place  that  carries  on  an  inland  trade. 

4  I  Louihllle, 
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Louifville,  the  prefcnt  icat  of  government,  confifts  only  of  about  thirty 
hoiifes.  I  i       t      • 

Savimnah  is  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d'Ellaing  in  IT/^*  when  he 
made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  upon  it.  After  every  thing  I  ha^e  heard 
from  cye-witnelles  concerning  that  affair,  1  am  pofitive,  that  M.  d'Ef- 
taing  might  liave furprii'ed  the  town  without  waiting  for  his  heavy  artil- 
lery :  1.  As  the  town,  at  his  arrival,  was  dcfencelefs.  12.  That  he  fliould 
have  properly  finllhed  the  regular  ficge,  as  he  had  once  entered  upon  it. 
8.  That  M.  d'Ellaing  would  certainly  ha\e  rendered  himfclf  mailer  of 
the  town,  if,  after  the  lirlt  lummons,  he  iiad  not  granted  (Jencral  Pkh- 
vosT  an  armillicc  of  two  or  three  days ;  during  which  time  the  latter 
had  procured  reinforcements  from  Beaufort,  and  doubled  his  means  of 
defence.  4.  He  would  have  fucceeded  in  the  attack,  if,  inftead  of  dircdl- 
ing  all  his  force  againll  one  llrong  redoubt,  he  had  penetrated  through 
the  other  fcattered  works  which  were  ill  defended.  The  Englilh  in  that 
cafe  would  have  been  forced  to  quit  their  entrenchments,  and  an  en- 
gagement would  have  cnlued,  in  which  the  French  and  Americans, 
on  account  of  their  numbers,  would  have  been  vit^orious.  The  in- 
habitants rccollecfl  with  gratitude  the  pains  which  M.  d'Eftaing  had 
taken  to  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Englilh.  They  praifc  the 
valour  of  the  French  ;  but  lament  that  M.  d'Eilaing,  on  granting  the 
armifticc  of  twenty-four  hours,  refufed  to  let  General  Prcvoft's  lady  lea\  c 
the  town. 

The  fever  which  I  caught  in  Savannah  obliged  me,  againft  my  will, 
to  relinquilh  an  cxcurfion  into  the  back  country  of  Georgia  and  Carolina, 
which  I  had  previoully  planned. 

I  departed  with  pleafure  from  this  to^^n,  the  climate,  and  iituation  of 
which  on  a  burning  fand  render  iti,^  uncomfortable  ;  and  where  the  fpirit 
of  difordcr  and  anarchy  muft  difguft  every  man  to  whom  liberty  is  dear, 
and  who  knows  that  it  can  be  maintained  only  by  refpedling  and  obeying 
the  laws. 
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SPANISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA.      .. 

1  believe  that  this  is  the  proper  place  to  give  the  nccounts  which  I  col- 
Ic^^ted  in  Carolina  and  G-orgia  concerning  the  Spanifh  iettlements,  that 
border  on  the  United  States.  The  river  ApaUuliicola,  runs  between  Eail 
and  Weft  Florida :  the  Millilippi  di\  ides  Well  Florida  from  Louiiiana. 

Eaft  Florida  is  thinly  inhabited.     When  it  belonged  to  F.ngland,  fevc- 
ral  rice-plantations  were  cllablilhed  on  a  large  fcale,  and  with  fuccefs. 
There  are  alio  plantations  of  cotton,  which  arc  very  produ<^Vivc.     It  ap- 
pears, that  a  g.eat  quantity  of  land  is  applied  to  thefe  ufes,  and  that  even 
pine-barrens  might  be  improved  for  this  purpofe,  thtmgh  many  inhabi- 
tants think,  that  the  fandy  foil  would  not  be  able  to  produce  cotton.  M(»ft 
of  the  planters  left  Eaft  Florida  after  the  peace  of  1 783,  when  it  was  ceded 
by  England  to  Spain.     Some  trifling  culture  is  however  yet  carried  on 
by  a  few  Engliih  families,  who  have  not  kft  the  countr)\     Few  Spanilh 
families  live  in  Florida.     The  bcft  rice-land  lies  north  of  the  province, 
near  the  river  St.  Mary.     There  are  alio  good  fwamps  on  tlie  banks  of 
the  rivers  townrds  the  fouth,  cfpccially  on  the  river  St.  John.    This  river 
runs  along  the  coaft,  parallel  with  the  fea,  from  fouth  to  north  ;  or  rathcc 
confifts  of  feveral  lakes.     It  is  navigable  from  one  end  to  the  other  ;  and 
of  courfe  can  carry  away  the  wood  which  grows  here  in  abundance,  and 
Avhich  can  cafily  float  into  it  on  the  fmall  creeks.     The  trees  that  grow  in 
Florida  are  live-oak,  red  and  white  oaks,  cyprefs,  hickory,  red  and  white 
cedar,  and  the  cucumber-tree :  they  are  all  very  large.     The  river  St. 
John  c^m  be  even  united  with  the  fea,  on  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  the 
peninfula,  in  Charlotte  Bay,  by  means  of  the  river  Col<K)fehatche,  and  of 
a  canal  eight  or  ten  miles  in  length,  which  would  run  through  the 
marlhcs.    By  thefe  means  a  dired  paflage  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  (lulf 
of  Mexico  would  become  practicable  and  eafv ;  and  the  wood  which 
lliould  not  be  ufed  in  Florida,  might  foon  be  conveyed  to  the  illands. 

St.  Auguftin  is  a  very  fmall  tow  n,  w  hlch  has  but  one  ftreet.  It  lies  on 
a  better  foil  than  Charlefton  or  Savannah.  Veflcls  drawing  more  than  ten 
Let  water  caiuiot  anchor  in  the  harbour.    The  tide  rifcs  only  to  thirteen 
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or  fourteen  feet.  The  climate  is  hcaltliier  than  tliat  of  Charlcllon,  oa 
account  of  the  trade-winds,  which  conilantly  cool  the  air.  It  carries 
on  its  principal  trade  with  Savannah  and  Charlcfton,  to  which  places  it 
fends  the  products  of  the  Havannah,  which  are  dcpofited  here.  It  is  fup- 
j)licd  with  Englilh  goods  from  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

The  Ivcmencluka  Indians,  a  fmall  tribe  of  Creeks,  have  a  village  ot 
about  bne  hundred  houfes  in  Tufcavilla  on  Polycreck.  They  have  fome 
fmallcr  ones  on  the  fca-coaft,  on  the  other  fide  of  Eall  Florida.  The  Ihore 
of  Well  Florida  rifes  perpendicularly  over  the  fea,  and  is  healthy.  It  ia 
confidently  faid  that  the  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  MilTiilppi  has  in- 
crcafcd  to  the  diftance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  fince  the  firft  fcttlement 
of  the  French  in  that  place.  This  land,  however,  which  is  becoming 
firmer  every  year,  is  not  yet  fufficiently  fccure.  South-weft  winds  ge- 
mcrally  blow  here.  Hurricanes  fcldom  happen ;  and  they  come  from 
the  ibuth-eaft. 

The  land  between  the  MiiTifippl  and  Bctekfoha  is  excellent.  The 
tetural  produds  are  a  fort  of  large  reeds,  hickory,  cedar,  and  cyprefs, 
which  arc  very  large  :  it  has  excellent  meadows,  which  yield  very  ftrong 
grafs ;  and  it  is  fit  for  every  kind  of  cultivation.  From  Bctcklbha  to 
Pearl-river  the  land  is  not  fb  good.  It  has  the  fame  kind  of  trees,  with 
oaks  of  difTcrcnt  forts ;  but  few  live-oaks.  From  Pearl-river  to  Ealt 
Florida,  the  country  confiils  of  a  rich  land,  which  might  be  cultivated  to 
advantage.  It  produces  many  trees,  partictdarly  live-oak,  which  grow 
here  to  a  very  large  fizc.  -  • '  i 

I  give  this  iketch  by  way  of  introdu<^ion,  in  order  to  be  better  under-^ 
ftood.  It  is,  upon  the  whole,  corre^  ;  though  not  fufficiently  diftind  in 
evefy  particular.  All  the  land  that  lies  on  the  rivers  is  of  the  bcft 
quality.  "  •'      ''  .        *  ^  «,*»i! 

There  are  many  habitations  along  the  MiiTifippi.  Some  French  fami- 
lies ftill  dwell  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis.  There  arc  con- 
fiderable  fettlements  along  the  river  Mobile,  at  the  Bay  of  Peniacola, 
and  on  the  other  rivers.  Although  thcfe  provinces  have  belonged  to 
Spain  for  thirteen  years,  yet  there  are  very  few  Spaniards  here.     Such  is 
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alfo  the  cafe  with  Louifiana.  Except  the  military,  cuflom-houfc  officers, 
and  pcrlbns  holding  phices  under  government,  there  arc  not  perhaps  a 
hundred  Spanilh  families  throughout  this  large  plain.  The  bulk  of  the 
inliabiLants  confifts  chiefly  of  French,  who  had  fettled  here  originally, 
and  of  Germans,  who  have  remained  here,  after  the  ccflion  of  the  coun- 
try to  Spain.  Some  French,  Englifli,  and  Spanifli  families,  arc  proprie- 
tors of  lands,  but  they  are  few.  Ahnofl  all  the  lands  belong  to  the 
Crown,  which  neither  fells  nor  grants  them  for  a  ground- rent,  but  always 
gives  them  away  at  pleafurc.  This  power  refts  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernor, w  ho  receives  money  for  it,  but  w  ho  infurcs  the  poflcfiion  only  fb 
long  as  he  holds  his  fituation. 

There  arc  few  monks  or  priefts  in  Florida  and  Louifiana.  From  every 
thing  I  have  heard,  religion  docs  not  appear  to  be  prcdomiuant.  It  has, 
however,  feme  influence;  and  French  philofophy  would  find  here  many 
opponents. 

The  rivers  all  flow  from  north  to  fouth,  and  not  very  rapidly.  The 
tide  comes  up  a  confidcrable  way  into  them.  Veflcls  can  fail  fixty  or 
feventy  miles  up  Pearl-river.  The  weftern  branch  of  the  river  Mobile  is 
navigable  for  one  hundred  miles;  and  the  caftcrn  two  hundred:  the 
Appalachicola  two  hundred.  All  thcfe  rivers  rife  in  Georgia,  where, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  obftruiftions,  they  are  navigable. 

The  harbour  of  Penfacola  is  one  of  the  bcfl:  in  all  North  America. 
The  entrance  is  lafc ;  and  the  water,  even  at  the  keys,  is  always  five  fa- 
"^homs  deep.  At  Mobile  the  water  at  ebb  is  ten,  and  at  flood-tide  four- 
:ecn  feet  deep.  At  New  Orleans  there  is  between  fourteen  and  fixteea 
feet  of  water ;  but  the  navigable  channel  is  narrow,  and  the  entrance 
difficult.     On  every  part  of  the  coaft  there  are  numbers  ot  fmall  bays. 

It  is  not  fo  hot  in  Weft  Florida  as  in  Carolina,  notwithftanding  its 
fituation  being  fo  much  more  foutherly.  Between  the  MifTifippi  and 
and  Mobile  intermitting  and  bilious  fevers  prevail  in  autirnin.  From  the 
river  Mobile  to  Eaft  Florida  the  country  is  very  healthy^       >,      .  ^, 

In  many  parts  of  Weft  Florida,  and  particularly  in  the  Natchcs,  which 
lie  within  the  territory  of  Georgia,  and  to  which  place  the  richnefs  of 
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Ihe  veffel  ^an^tlier  Mtn^rie^.     Trifliffg  as  thcfc  accounts  'liiay  apjJekr,  ^ill 
^he^  are  tiy  no  irieaivs  indllfFerent  \vitlh  Ve^efft  "to  dtir  ^knowledge  of  a 
country  fo  ne>)v  as  thik,  and  lb  hignly  cHlciilated  to  thcciic  bur  inrtfcfeft  ih 
whnt  cbttcerns  It.     But,  Ae'ti^ae'frciiii  St.  OeoT^e's  Eiv^r,  as  1 'liaive  ar- 
re'a^y 'mentioned,  is  riot  !>y  any  iiie'aris  bri-fe.     The  ilii^s,  ^hich  miglrt 
"take  in  a  lading  in  the  Ipace  of  two  Or  three  days,  often  coriibihie  as  Mah^ 
weeks  in  an* idle  delay,  and  are,  even  then,  hot  filillyladeh.    -^  r-^-%;^p> 
The  caufes  of  this  flackrieJTs  of  tjutiffefs  kre  ;    l.  The  want  of'iitceks 
"fufHdieritly  deep  to  admlt'tHe  timber  to  be  cbhveyed  dowh  them  for  ex- 
portation, after  the  lands  more  contiguous  to  St.  George's  Hiver  ^have 
'been  cleared  of  woods  ;    2.  The  fc'arclty  6f  gobd  faw-rmlls,  which  is  in- 
iieed  a  natural  cbhlequehce  bf  the  fbrmer  difadviintage  ;    3.  The  warit 
of  lufficie^nt  capitals  in  the  hands  of  their  merchants,  which  being  em- 
'plbyed  with  intelligence  and  adivlty,  might  toilquer  any  phyftcal'diffi- 
'culties,  or  might,  at  leaft,  partially  remove  whatever  is  now  very  un-» 
favourable.  -  "'  '       ;-.,*,:      /v.   -. 

General  Kribx  l^as  proje<5B5d  a'xaW  %  Mptbvc  thie  navtgatlon '  of 
iSt.  George's  River,  which,  by  avoiding  iriiny  iaplds,  will  rctider^c  rivier 
navigable  for  feventy  or  eighty  miles  further  up  than  VcflH*  at  prefetlt 
go.    A  great  quantity  of  wo6d,  that  cannot  now  be  brought  to  be  ftiip- 
ped,  would,  then,  be  cafily  within  the' rcathdf  Water-carriage.  The  candl 
'is  indeed  already  begun.   At' the  rapids,  which  it  will  leave  free  from' na- 
vigation, a  number  of  faw-mills  miy  be  eredled.    Thefe  Mr.  Pope,  the 
ableft  civil-engineer  in  all  America,  has  engaged  to  form,  and  which,  bf 
fconfequencc,  will  be  cohdrudted  in  the  utmoft  perfedlion.     Perhaps  this 
'canal,  when  cut,  may  open  a  commuhication  with  other  ilreams,  by 
Which  means  navigation  fhdl  be  facilitated,  agriculture  imprbvcd,  and 
;  trafBc  enriched  and  enlivened.     A  magazine  of  wood,  of  all  forts,  might 
■'then  be  formed,  io  lade  the  fhips  whenever  they  Hiould  arrive  in  the  river, 
and  to  meet  all  the  demands  and  fpeculations  of  the  merchants.     At  pre- 
icnt  there  is  not  a  fingle  trader  in  the  country,  who  could  fupply  a  Cargo 
^'  bf  wood  for  a  vclTet  of  niribty  tons  burthen,  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  two 
inonths. 

'         .    :■''  .«h!p- 
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Ship-building  is,  in  this  river,  no  unpromiling  branch  of  trade.  Oak- 
trees  cue  fo  abundant  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  thefe  may  long  fupply 
fufficient  materials,  without  there  being  any  neceflity  for  having  rccourfe 
to  the  more  inacceflible  interior  parts.  The  common  price  for  Ihip- 
building,  in  St.  George's  River,  is  ten  pounds,  or  thirty-three  dollars  and 
tvvo  Ihillings  a  ton  ;  all  things  being,  for  this  money,  fupplied,  and  the 
yciTels  are  ibid  at  Bofton,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  pounds,  or 
frpm  forty  to  forty-three  dollars,  a  ton.  To  the  number  of  five  or  iix 
vcflels  a  year  arc  built  in  St.  George's  River.  Ships,  of  any  number  of 
tons  burthen,  can  come  as  far  up  as  the  boufe  of  General  Knox ;  but 
to  Warren,  the  limit  of  the  influx  of  tl^e  tide  into  the  river,  only  veiTcls 
of  eighty  tons  burthen  can  afcend.  x,ii  s^,   ,, .  -     '    ^ .»  . 

y.  Agriculture  is,  ^hrougl^out  this  territory,  but  in  a  poor  date,  althou  gh 
the  land  is  every  \yhere  lufficiently  fertile.  The  people  fow  but  little 
wheat,  frqip  a  perfuafion,  that  the  climate  is  too  cold  foi"  it,  fcarcely 
qny  Inflian  corn,  and,  qr^  ^he  wliole,  but  little  oats.  The  ground  lies 
moftly  in  grafs  and  affords  excellent  hay,  among  which  is  a  wild  clo- 
y%t\  whic|i  groyes  ^hjcjc,  an^  is  of  a  ple^ant  fragrance .  Befides  thole 
things  which  are  adyerfc  to  the  improvement  of  American  hufbandry  in 
general,  the  agriculture  of  this  region  lips  und^r  the  following  difadvan- 
tages  peculiar  to  itfelf :  1.  f  |;i9  fuecefs  of  tjiej^^ry,  whicl}  affords  abun- 
dant means  of  ijmple  fubfii);cncc  tq  thofe  who  choofe  to  depend  upon  it. 
2.  The  fcopc  for  p|i)ploympnt  in  wood-cutting,  which  yields  fmall  but 
certain  daily  wagje§,  and  4raws  ryien  from  the  plough,  of  which  the  profits 
return  more  flowly,  jjii^cj  "jyitb  l^fs  certainty.  3.  The  bufii^cfs  of  lime' 
hurnin£  ajffbrds  ce^aip^  and  ^lot  ijiqonfider^blp  wages,  and  thus  allures 
many  of  the  people  from  tjic  tijlagc  of  the  lands,  prematurely  exhaufls 
tlielr  flrcngth,  enhances  their  ncceffitics,  and  leads  them  into  the  fatal 
habit  of  intojcicating  thcnjfclvcs  ^  i^h  ftrojng  liquors.  Experience  evinces, 
that  thefe  three  claflcs  of  people  arje  the  poorcft,  the  moft  profligate,  and 
confequcntly  not  the  happicl^.  The  diilrid  of  Maine  miglit  produce, 
any  where,  corn  equal  to  that  of  the  lands  round  Kingfton  in  Upper 
'.  Canada,  where  tjic  foil  is  pqt  better,  and  V(hich  lies  under  the  difadvan- 
*.;.n;.oy./-  3  12  ^.,      tagcs 
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tages  of  a  more  northern  climate.  The  trafts  of  meadow  arc  cxten- 
five  and  beautiful ;  in  confequence  of  which  \  aft  herds  of  cattle  may  be 
kept  in  the  country  :  as  the  cattle  muft  be  houfed  for  fix  months  in  the 
year,  great  quantities  of  dung,  are  accumulated ;  and  the  river  affords 
alfo  a  rich  and  fertilizing  flimc,  which  might  be  fuccefsfully  employed  as 
manure.  All  thcfc  advantages  tend  to  encourage  agricultural  improve- 
ments, and  to  render  their  fuccefs  certain.  But  the  prefent  pradlices 
mull  firft  be  abandoned ;  the  predominant  prejudices  muft  firft  be  re^. 
linquiflied ;  and,  w^liat  is  the  hardcft  taik  of  all,  the  people  muft  be  roufed 
from  their  negligence.  I  was  aftured,  that  the  people  who  live  at  the 
diftance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  inland,  are  better  hufbandmen,  and 
raife  large  quantities  of  corn,  1  readily  believe  the  faft.  Filhing,  the 
burning  of  lime,  and  the  felling  of  wood,  are  a  fort  of  employment  very 
profitable  to  great  companies,  and  to  the  poileftbrs  of  large  capitals.  And 
provided  thefe  people  m.ay  have  their  gains,  they  little  care,  whether 
men's  morals  be  injured,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  country  re- 
tarded, by  the  purfuits  which  they  encourage. 

"  A  pair  of  oxen  coft  here  fixty  dollars ;  a  cow,  eighteen  or  twenty  dol- 
lars. Although  no  pains  are  taken  to  improve  the  breed  of  the  cattle, 
they  are,  in  general,  good.  Land  may  be  purchafed  very  cheap,  efpc- 
cially  from  thofe  v/ho  apply  themfclves  to  the  fifhery  ;  for  thefe  people 
are  often  in  difficuJties.  Wheat  cofts  feven  Ihlllings  a  buftiel,  and  almoft 
all  that  is  here  confumed,  is  brought  from  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 
Indian  corn  is  equally  dear ;  rye  cofts  a  dollar,  or  fix  fliillings  a  bufhel,  if 
bought  on  the  fpot ;  the  price  of  oats  is  two  (hillings  and  five-pence  a: 
bufhel ;  that  of  barley  fix  fhillings ;  a  ton  of  hay  may  be  bought  for  nine 
dollars.  Labourers  are  not  eafily  procured  here ;  but  they  may  be  hired 
from  the  environs  of  Bofton.  Their  wages,  for  the  winter  months,  arc 
feven  dollars  a  month ;  for  the  fummc-months,  ten  dollars  a  month. 
Ail  the  milch- cows  here  are  of  the  beft  fort.  i 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has  not,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcht 
year,  rifen  above  fcventy-two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  or  feventccn  one- 
fourth  of  Reaumur,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  George's  Eivcr.    Its  ordinary 
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variations  have  been  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  of  Fahrenheit,  or  from  eight  to 
ten  and  half  of  Reaumur.  There  has  been  much  cold  and  rainy  weather. 

JOURNEY  TO  AND  FROM  THE  RIVER  OP  PENOBSCOT.        *; 

As  General  Knox's  bufinefs  called  him  to  a  different  part  of  his  eftates, 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  him,  in  order  to  acquire  a  far- 
ther knowledge  of  the  countr^ .  We  travelled  along  the  Ihore  of  the  bay 
of  Penobfcot.  This  bay  and  the  river  of  the  fame  name  are  the  ex- 
treme limits  of  the  trading  manufadlories  of  the  diftrift  of  Maine  ;  the 
Ihore  of  the  bay,  along  the  weft  coaft,  and  that  of  the  river  for  twenty 
miles,  bound  the  territory  of  Waldo-patent.  Almoft  all  this  tradl  of  the 
fliore  is  inhabited  by  perfbns,  who  have  occupied  their  lands  without 
any  juft  title  ;  fo  that  the  true  proprietors  are  excluded  from  their  own 
lands,  by  the  ufurpation  of  thefe  unauthorifed  fettlers.  Wood-cutting 
is  the  great  employment  of  the  people  who  dwell  along  the  coaft  ;  it  is 
almoft  their  fole  employment.  The  wood  growing  contiguous  to  this 
bay  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  finds  therefore  a  certain  and  ready  fale. 
A  hundred  acres  of  land  will,  by  the  fale  of  the  wood,  afford  fuftenancc 
to  a  family  for  a  number  of  years.  In  thofe  diftrids  through  which  I 
have  travelled  during  the  laft  five  months,  the  wood  is  cut  down  for  the 
purpofe  of  clearing  the  ground  ;  and  no  fooner  is  the  fn)all  wood  burnt  or 
removed,  than  the  field  is  fenced  in,  and  fpwn  with  grain.  Here,  on  the 
contrary,  the  wood  is  fuffered  to  fpring  up  ancNV,  after  the  old  trees  arc 
felled ;  the  turf  is  covered  with  a  native  clover,  which  grows  very  luxuri- 
antly among  the  roots  of  the  trees  that  have  been  cut  down,  and  the 
fmall  wood  that  lies  fcattered  around.  This  clover  affords  forage  for 
ihecp  and  black  cattle,  which  the  owner  of  the  ground  turns  out  to  graze 
upon  it.  A  flight  fence  enclofes  his  garden,  the  little  potatoe  ground 
within  which  his  houfe  ftands.  There  is  no  other  fort  of  cnclollirc  in  ufe 
among  thele  people.  Upon  all  thefe  lands  in  general,  there  has  been  very 
little  labour  of  cultivation  employed  ;  but  the  foil  is  almoft  every  where 
fertile,  and  better  in  quality  than  that  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  George's  River. 
It  is  ftich,  that  thefe  illegal  occupiers,  after  cutting  down  the  fineft  trees 
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on  one  piece  of  ground  adjacent  to  the  ihore,  ftequently  difpofe  of  tlu* 
firft  fettlement ;  and  removing  to  another,  which  they  occupy  without 
purchafc,  clear  it  in  the  fame  manner,  by  cutting  down  and  felling  off  its 
wood.  Purchafers  give  no  great  price  for  thefc  lands,  knowing,  that  the 
title  to  the  pofleflion  of  them  is  not  valid,  unlefs  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by 
General  Knox.  They  buy  the  lands  at  lefs  than  the  fair  value,  from  thole 
illegal  occupiers  who  are  willing  to  relinquilli  them,  expelling  to  fell  them 
again  with  advantage,  after  making  fbme  fuitable  arrangement  with  the 
General ;  and,  in  this  expedlation,  they  are  rarely  difappoinced. 
.^.The  view  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  pro- 
ipedls  that  the  eye  can  -enjoy.  The  bay  is  very  extenfive,  and  is  int^r- 
iperled  vvith  numberlefs  iilets  of  various  magnitudes,  moft  of  which  are 
inhabited.  It  is  but  feldom  that  any  confiderable  number  of  veffels  is  to 
be  feen  in  this  bay. 

y,  Camden  was  the  firft  ftage  at  which  we  ht^lted.  By  the  Indians,  and 
often  even  by  its  prcfent  inhabitants,  this  place  is  named  Myg^ntippck. 
'Squire  Glavery,  at  whofe  houfe  weftoppcd,  is  one  of  thofe  illegal  pol- 
feffors  of  lands,  whom  in  ftrid:  ji^ftice  General  ICnox  might  difpoffefs. 
But  various  circumftances  concur  to  induce  the  General  to  confirm  hi§ 
right,  and  grant  him  a  title  to  his  pofTeflljon,  upoii  the  payment  of  a  fhilT 
ling  an  acre.  He  lives  near  a  fmall  creek,  at  the  niouth  of  a  little  river, 
He  occupies  both  fides  of  this  river,  and  has  eredled  two  ipills  upon  it. 
By  thefe  he  gets  a  great  deal  of  money ;  though  the  whole  eftablifh- 
ments  of  his  bufmcfs  ftand  upon  ground,  which  he  well  knows  do  not 
belong  to  himfelf  He  is  now  building  a  fchooner  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  burthen,  which  cofts  him  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton. 
He  keeps,  likcvvjfe,  a  Ihop ;  and  is  the  only  perl  on  in  thefe '  parts  that 
carries  on  any  confiderable  trade ;  tho^gh  even  what  he  does,  in  this  way, 
is,  for  the  prcfent,  but  trifling.  Camden  river  is,  with  difficulty,  navi? 
gable  by  vellels,  for  the  fpace  of  three  miV.s,  from  its  mouth  up  to  a  cer- 
tain pool  of  extraordinary  depth,  in  its  channel.  For  a  fmall  cxpence, 
the  difficulties  vs  hich  obftrucfl  its  navigation  might  be  removed,  and  it 
might  be  rendered  navigable  for  the  fpace  of  a  mile  higher  up  thap  the 
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pool ;  thoi^h  it  fs  not  there  df  foch  width  as  to  admit  of  any  great  ad- 
Vantages  being  derived  from  its  navigation.  It  is,  however,  probable, 
"that,  when  this  country '(hall 'be  in  a  better  ftatc  of  population,  what 
'is  noiv  regarded- as  impoffible,  will  tippear  to  be  void  of  difficulty;  and 
when  the  river  fliall  be  rendered  navigable  for  a  greater  diftance  up  its 
'ftfeam,  the  improvement  cannot  fail  to  be  in  various  refpefts  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  adjacent  inhabitants. 

'^'  Trom  Camden,  we  proceeded  to  the  next  ftage  atDucktrap-creek,  and 
•fliete  halted.    Captain  Alma,  who  poflefles  both  fides  of  the  river,  fettled 
"here  about  leven  or  eight  years  ago,  with  the  General's  permiflion.    His 
•brother  and  himfelf  had  ferved  as  officers  in  the  army,  without  acquiring 
'any  provifion  for  thcmfelves,  fave  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  fettlemcnt  up- 
on fome  unappropriated  lands.     They  arc,  at  prefent,  merchants,  owner? 
of  lands  which  they  have  bought,  proprietors  of  veflels,  matters,  infhort, 
'of  a  good  fortune,  which,  in  the  progrefs  of  life  and  bufinefs,  they  will, 
doubtlefs,  confiderably  augment,     l^he  intelligence  and  adlivity  of  thefc 
two  brothers,  have  not  yet  been  diredled  to  the  improvement  of  their 
cftates.     Thefe,  like  almoft  all  the  other  lands  upon  the  bay,  lie  entirely 
"without  cultivation.     The  natural  grafs  affords  fufficient  hay  for  winter- 
forage  to  the  few  cattle  which  they  maintain.     They  live  in  different 
"houfes,  but  arc,  in  every  undertaking,  equally  interefled.  Captain  Alma, 
whom  we  faw,  refides  conftantly  in  America,  and  manages  all  their  joint 
concerns  in  this  place.  His  brother  undertakes  voyages  in  a  velfcl  belong- 
ing to  them,  to  England,  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  in  the  coafting  trade. 
He  went  lately  with  a  cargo  of  wood  to  Liverpool.     Its  prime  coft  was 
fix  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  price  for  which  it  may  be  fold  at  Liverpool, 
may  amount  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars.     Befide  this  foreign 
trade,  which  the  brothers  Alma  prefer  to  the  coafting- trade,  they  are  alfo 
engaged  in  the  fiihery,  they  build  fhips,  and  they  (peculate  in  land- 
jobbing.     They  introduce  as  many  new  fettlecs  as  poffible  into  the  dif- 
'  tri<fl  of  Maine ;  and  this  they  can  do  with  the  greater  advantage,  as 
they  ftand  very  high  in  favour  with  General  Knox,  the  only  legal  owner 
of  all  this  territory.     1  obtained  the  following  particulars  of  information 
■  .    '  from 
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from  Cai 

otain  Alma,  and  another  inhabitant  of  this  diftrid.    1.  The  price 

of  Ihip-biiilding  for  vcflcls  of  a  larger  fize,  at  Ducktrap,  is  forty  dollars  a 
ton  burthen  for  velTels  exceeding  two  hundred  tons ;  and  from  twenty 
to  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  for  fuch  as  are  of  fmaller  fize.  2.  The  wages  to 
the  mafter-carpenter,  are  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day ;  to  the  others,  only 
one  dollar ;  and  they  are  all  fupplied  with  vi<ftuals,  at  a  feparatc  expence 
to  their  employer.  3.  The  fifliery  on  the  coaft  is  carried  on  by  almoft 
all  the  merchants  on  the  bay,  with  veifels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons 
burthen.  The  captain  has  from  the  owners  of  the  velTei,  lines,  ropes, 
provifion,  coffee,  and  receives  one-half  of  the  profits  of  the  fifliery.  The 
fifh  are  dried  on  the  Fox-Iflands,  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot. 
A  fixteenth  part  goes  to  the  people  who  have  the  charge  of  this  part  of 
the  bufinefs.  The  fifhing  will  yield,  in  a  fummer,  fixty  dollars  of  profi^t 
to  the  fhip-owner.  His  vcfTel  cofls  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This 
filhery  is  altogether  diflind  from  that  of  falmon,  of  wliich  a  great  num- 
ber frequent  the  bay  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer.  Almofl:  all  of  the 
ftock-filh  is  purchafed  by  the  planters  in  the  back-fcttlements,  at  the  rate 
of  five  dollars  a  barrel ;  the  remainder  being  exported  to  the  Wefl-Indies. 
Foreign  trade  is  reckoned  to  be  twice  as  profitable  as .  the  coafling-trad^. 
5.  The  price  of  wood  of  all  forts  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  St.  George's 
River  ;  the  only  difference  of  price  arifcs  from  there  being  a  greater  or  a 
fmaller  quantity  ready  for  exportation,  at  any  particular  time,  in  either  of 
the  two  places.  J, -.  .;  t.        ,.-^^,^_^.i 

In  building  vefTcls,  they  make  the  beams,  which  fupport  the  deck,  from 
the  trunk  of  the  fpruce-fir ;  taking  care  that  thefe,  and  fome  other  parts 
which  are  framed  of  this  timber,  have  a  fufficient  thicknefs  of  wood, 
and  be  fufficicntly  rivetted  together.  The  reft  of  the  vefTel  is  mude  of 
oak  planks,  procured  from  a  different  part  of  the  country.  It  is  but 
about  three  years  fincc  the  fpruce-fir  was  fiift  ufcd  in  building  fhips  in  this 
bay.  The  fliip-builders  affirm,  that  it  is  an  inprovement  to  the  vcffels; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  want  of  oak,  or  rather  a  fcarcity  of 
this  high-priced  timber,  has  been  the  chief  caufe  of  this  innovation. 
They  here  afTure  us,  that  the  timber  of  the  fpruce-fir,  when  ufed  in  this 
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way,  is  found  to  be  very  ftrong  and  lading ;  and  confidering  how  little 
profit  is,  at  prefent,  to  be  derived  from  building  with  fo  expcnfive  a  tim- 
bcr  as  oak,  the  greateft  advantages  may  refult  from  employing  in  iliip- 
building  a  fpecies  of  trees,  which  have  been  hitherto  left  to  rot  neg- 
le^ed  upon  the  ground.  As  a  proof  of  the  fitncfs  of  fpruce-fir  for  Ihip- 
buUding,  they  farther  mentioned  to  us,  that  fome  of  thefe  trees,  which 
had  been  felled  ten  years  ago,  and  had  been  cxpofcd  ever  fincc  that  time 
to  the  fun  and  weather,  were  found  at  this  time  to  be  as  frcih  and  founds 
as  if  they  had  been  but  newly  cut  down.      ---  .v  .  ^ 

The  planks  of  the  body  of  the  Ihip,  to  the  water's  edge,  are  often 
inade,  itiflead  of  oak,  rather  of  beech- wood,  or  of  the  wood  of  the  black 
birch,  which  is  reckoned  equally  hard  and  good.  The  keel  is  of  the 
wood  of  the  beech,  of  the  fugar-maple,  or  of  another  fpecies  that  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  rock-maple.  With  thefe  forts  of  wood,  there  is  not 
above  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  fhip  made  of  oak,  in  order  that  thcexpence 
may  be  as  moderate  as  pofiible.  When  I  fpeak  of  oak,  I  mean  the  grey  oak ; 
the  red  oak  is  not  much  efleemed  for  fhip-butlding  ;  and  the  white,  the  bed 
of  all,  does  not  grow  here.  The  fhip-builders  maintain,  that  the  faccharine 
particles  of  the  beech,  the  black  birch  or  the  maple,  are  very  ferviceable 
for  the  prefervation  of  iron,  which  the  faline  particles  of  the  oak  are  apt  to 
confume.  And  inflead  of  ufmg  tallow  for  thofe  purpofes  in  ihip*build- 
ing  to  which  it  has  been  ufually  applied,  all  the  fhip-carpenten  ta 
America,  now  rather  make  ufe  of  train-o'V  very  plentifully  Itud  on. 
But  this  oil  is  a  produA  of  the  fifhery,  -.ud  is,  befides,  one-fifth 
cheaper  than  fait ;  fo  that  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  the  true  reafon  be 
ndt  rather  its  cheapnefs,  than  any  fuperior  fitnefs  in  the  oil,  which  makes 
it  to  be  preferred  for  thefe  ufes.  By  thefe  means,  however,  the  cxpence 
,of  fhip-building  has  been  reduced,  within  the  lail  three  or  four  years,  to 
hiUfof  what  it  formerly  was,  to  the  great  emolument  of  thofe  perfons 
who  purfue  this  branch  of  manufadurc.  Yet,  is  this  manufafture  not  car-, 
ned  on  in  all  the  extent  which  it  might  very  well  attain.  The  only  cftutib 
«f  thii  is  the  prefent  poverty  of  the  mhabitanti  of  thefe  parts.  When 
■flir-"- »*'  '  ■■"'■"•■'•'-  -        zK.  A  thii 
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this  is  confidercd,  it  muft  rather  appear  flirpriiing,  that  there  (hould  have 
been  fo  much  already  done  in  it.  -j; 

A  little  river,  which  is  navigable  by  fmall  veflcls,  for  a  mile  upwards 
from  its  mouth,  empties  itfelf  into  the[crcek  of  Ducktrap,  and  ^here  drives 
a  faw-mill  of  moderate  fize,  the  property  of  Meffrs.  Alma.  I  was  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  fee  men  fawing  great  blocks  of  timber,  clofe  by  this 
mill ;  but,  fuch  is  the  pca^ice  throughout  America ;  and  it  is  owing  to 
the  prefent  impcrfe<ftion  of  the  faw-mills.  Two  or  three  other  mer- 
chants, befide  Meflrs.  Alma,  are  alfo  engaged  in  the  coafting  trade ;  but 
the  tranfadions  of  thofe  others,  is  comparatively  inconfiderable. 

Draught-oxen  coft,  here,  fevcnty  dollars  a  pair ;  a  cow,  twenty-eight 
dollars;  a  fheep,  ten  or  twelve  fhillings.  They  are  purchafed  from  the 
planters,  whofe  neceffities  dblige  theni  to  fell.  The  breed  of  the  cattle 
is  tolerably  good.  Sheep  are  bought  at  a  very  low  price,  from  the  ifland 
of  Marthawine,  on  the  coaft  of  Maflachufetts ;  and  thefe  fheep,  though 
of  fmall  iize,  arc  found  to  afl^rd  a  very  good  breed,  after  they  have  had 
a  year's  keeping  in  the  diftrid  of  Maine. 

'  After  a  poor  fupper,  and  an  indifferent  night's  lodging  with  Capitain 
'Alma,  who,  however  opulent,  continues  to  live  in  a  miferable  log- 
houfe,  without  fuitable  fupplies  of  bread,  rum,  fugar,  or  even  flelh ;  we 
renewed  our  journey  along  a  vciy  bad  road,  which;  however,  was  not 
quite  fo  bad  as  the  roads  of  the  diftriA  of  GenefTec.  We  foon  reached 
Little-river,  another  fmall  ftream  running  into  Penobfcot,  which  is  not 
more  navigable  than  that  of  Ducktrap,  but,  like  it,  drives  a  fmall  faw- 
mill.  A  few  folitaries  dwell  about  this  bay,  almofl  every  one  of  whom 
is  owner  of  a  fmall  fifhing  boat,  which  is  navigated,  in  the  fifhing,  chiefly 
by  himfelf  or  his  children.  Their  land  lies,  like  that  of  all  their  neigh- 
bours, totally  uncultivated.  •  The  whole  ihore  is  occupied  by  fuch  fmall 
fifhermen,  who  are  mifei'ably  lodgpd,  miferably  clothed,  and  miferably  fed. 

The  townfliip  of  Belfail,  adjoining  that  of  Little-river,  is  better  fet- 
tled, than  that  through  which  welafl  paiTed.  The  houies  ar6i  better, 
and  are,  even  in  feme  inftances,.' painted :  the  lands  have  b^eh'lji^diight 
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into  a  better  condition.  This  territory  was  fold  thirty  years  ago,  by  the 
family  of  Waldo  ;  and  its  prefent  ftate  of  fuperior  improvement  fecms 
to  evince,  that  the  uncertainty  of  the  pofleflion  of  thofe  who  have  fettled 
in  other  townfliips,  mull  be  the  chief  reafon  that  occafions  them  to  leave 
their  lands  fo  deflitute  of  culture.  A  river,  that  is  at  the  mouth  about  a 
mile  broad,  but  navigable  for  only  three  miles  upwards,  here  falls  into  a 
creek,  much  larger  than  any  one  that  we  had  hitherto  fcen.  We  were 
to  pafs  this  river  at  a  place  where  the  accefs  is  extremely  difficult.  The 
ferry-boat  li  very  fmall,  and,  for  horfes,  very  inconvenient.  We  were 
waiting  for  it  a  whole  hour,  and  thought  ourfelves  fortunate  in  reaching 
the  oppofite  bank,  when  the  wind  became  boifterous,  the  tide  rofe  higher 
in  the  river,  and  our  horfes  were  growing  very  unruly.  The  Creneral's 
negro  conduced  over  two  of  the  horfes,  fwimming.  Coniiderablc 
mountains  rife  immediately  adjacent  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  Theie 
mountains  were  the  hi^hei^I  had  yet  ieen  in  this  trad  of  the  country. 
The  ground  interjacent  between  them  and  the  river's  edge  13  wleared ; 
not  a  ftump  remained,  and  trees  lay  fcattcred  on  the  fiirface.  I  thought 
the  meadows  to  be  the  beft  I  had  feen,  for  a  long  while.  In  this  town> 
ihip  of  Belfail  is  a  church,  the  only  one  in  all  the  Waldo-patent.  The 
roads  become  here  better,  both  becaufe  the  foil  is  firmer,  and  bccaufe 
they  arc  more  carefully  repaired  here,  than  elfewhere. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  throughout  almoft  all  the  diflridt  of  M^ne, 
the  rivers  and  creeks  flow  with  a  flraight  courfe  into  the  fea,  with  a 
longer  or  ihorter  length  of  progrefs,  in  which  they  arc,  in  few  inftances, 
augmented  by  any  auxiliary  dreams.  The  only  exceptions  from  this  ge- 
neral diarader  are,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  rivers  of  Kennebec,  Pcnobfcot, 
and  Union  :  there  are,  I  think,  no  other.  .-,  „ 

We  flopped,  at  night,  at  the  houfe  of  a  pcrfon  of  the  name  of  Ni- 
cholson, a  farmer  and  landholder  of  fbme  eminence.  He  has  lived  for 
thefe  four  and  thirty  years  in  Profpedl,  a  townfhip  which  lies  along  the 
coaft,  and  is  contiguous  to  Belfafl.  He  poiTefres  nearly  eighty  acres  of 
land,  that  has  been  cleared,  and  five  of  thefe  in  a  ilate  of  good  cultiva- 
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tion.  Thefe  arc  partly  in  tillage,  and  partly  in  the  Hate  of  meadows. 
He,  this  winter,  felled  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood,  and  between 
one  and  two  hundred  large  trees ;  his  ions  caught  cod-fiih  and  £ilmpii 
to  the  quantity  of  about  one  hundred  barrels ;  his  daughters  fpun  the 
wool  of  the  Iheep,  and  made  clothes  for  the  whole  family ;  tliey  make 
ftioes  likewife  of  the  hides  of  the  cattle  ilaughtered  for  iale,  for  all  who 
belong  to  the  houfe.  He  is  content  with  his  lot,  and  is  full  of  the  or" 
dinary  prejudices  of  all  the  old,  ignorant  hufbandmen  of  the  diilridt  of 
Maine.  But  this  is  the  worft  that  can  be  /aid  of  him.  He  thinks  it  im** 
poiTible,  that  wheat  ihould  grow  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  believes  that 
even  barley  and  rye  will,  at  the  beft,  grow  but  indifferently.  He  accQrd>- 
ingly,  ibws  as  much  rye  and  Indian  com  as  is  requiilte  for  the  ufe  of  his 
houfchold.  Of  this  they  make  a  fort  of  ibft  bread,  which  is  the  ordii- 
har}'  food  of  the  people  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  which,  in  other  places, 
would  be  given  to  the  ^ogs.  Upon  all  that  coniiderable  extent  of  land, 
which  he  has  cleared  of  wood,  he  keeps  only  twenty  head  of  black  cattle, 
including  cows,  calves,  and  bullocks ;  and  from  twenty  to  five  and 
twenty  fliee'p.  One  of  his  fine  acres  of  meadow  yields  annually  fixty 
hundred- weight  of  hay,  which  is  rich  with  a  mixture  of  natural  clover, 
and  is  more  than  he  needs  for  the  uie  of  his  cattle,  which  for  more  than 
fix  months  in  the  year  mud  be  kept  in  flails  in  the  houfi:.  He  plant! 
an  acre  annually  with  potatoes ;  the  produce  is  often  four  himdred  bufhels, 
and  even  in  lefs  plentiful  years  at  leaft  two  himdred  and  fifty  bufhels. 
Potatoes  find  a  ready  fale  throughout  the  diftrid  of  Maine,  at  the  rate 
of  one  fhilling  and  fixpence  or  two  fhillings  a  bufhel.  .^u*.  ^•>.  v-^fi 

His  land  is  excellent.  His  iheep,  of  which  he  might  keep  ten  times  as 
as  many  as  he  does,  but  which  he  is  not  defirous  to  augment,  are  fine,  and 
afford,  at  the  annual  (hearing,  fleeces  weighing  each  fix  pounds.  That 
portion  of  it,  which  is  not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  family,  is  fold  at  the 
rate  of  a  fhilling  a  poiand,  and  though  it  were  inferior  in  quality,  would 
not  fail  to  fetch  an  equal  price.  After  all,  it  is- not  e;^fy.  to  fee,  1k)w  olid 
Nicholfon  cjan  have  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  a^oodikrmer./To 
me  he  appears  to  differ  from  the  refl,  only  in  pofleffing  a  greater  extent  of 
-r  ground 
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I^round  at  a:  fmaller  price,  without,  however,  making,  in  any  degree,  a 
better  \ifc  of  what  he  has.   .  .         •.' 

There  is  no  ihip-building  carried  on  in  this  townihipi^Profpet^ ;  there, 
belong  to  it  only  ibmc  of  thoie  decked  yachts,  which  are  ufed  in  the  fifhery. , 

The  general  bufinefs  of  the  inhabitants  is  wood-cutting.  An  able  wood- 
man will  cut  down  two,  or  even  three,  cords  of  wood  in  a  day.  The 
uiual  price  is  ieven  Aiillings  a  cord.  It  coils  about  a  third  part  of  the  value 
for  the  conveyance  of  this  wood  to  the  (hore.  One  who  has  no  oxen  of 
his  own  can  earn,  therefore,  ten  ihillings  a  day  ;  he  may  earn  fourteen 
ifaillings,  if  he  can  convey  the  wood  he  cuts  down  to  the  Ihore.  This  is 
fufficient  to  make  thefe  people  carelefs  of  agriculture  and  hufbandry, 
^ore  diflant  profpe6ls  of  intereft  are  too  weak  to  engage  them  fleadily  in 
agricultural  induilry. 

Thoie  who  neither  fell  their  own  wood,  nor  convey  it  to  the  ihore, 
pay  two  ihillings  a  cord  to  the  labourers  for  cutting  it  down,  and  as 
mvich  for  its  carriage  to  where  it  may  be  iliipped.  After  this  they  have 
ftill  to  themfelves  a  profit  of  half  a  dollar  a  cord.  An  acre  of  ground> 
that  is  well  Wooded,  will  afford  fixty  of  thefe  cords.  So  they  pockety 
even  in  this  cafe,  a  gain  of  thirty  dollars  an  acre  upon  their  wood.  This 
information  will  not  be  without  its  ufe,  to  perfons  who  may  think  of  pur- 
chaiing  lands  in  the  diilri<5t  of  Maine.  The  growing  deficiency  of  wood^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boilon,  and  all  along  the  coaft,  muil  foon  enhance  the 
market-price  of  that  which  remains  to  be  cut  in  thefe  parts. 

Our  next  ilagc,  after  we  left  farmer  Nicholfon,  was  Brigadier's  lHand. 
This  iile,  with  all  the  others  which  are  not  above  three  miles  from  the 
other  ihore,  belong  to  the  eitate  of  Waldo-pateait.  It  is  inhabited  by 
feven  families,  among  whom  it  is  parcelled  out  into  fo.  many  different 
farms.  Thefe  families  have  felled  tlie  wood  around  the  whole  ihore  of 
the  ifland,  and  ufed  that  which  covered  the  interior  parts  according 
to  their  domeilic  neceilities  and  conyeniencies.  To  obtain  full  po^eiTiOi^ 
of  this  ifle,  General  Knox  has  offered  to  the  feven  families,  by  whom  it  i? 
now  occupied,  to  the  amount  of  three  thouifand  dollars,,  in  land  and  ready 

money,  if  they  .will  peacjpaWy  ye^inqwih  jt  tp  ^im ,   \     ..;'/:' 
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,  This  iflc  is  acceflible  from  the  land  by  a  paflage  not  more  fhan  two 
liundred  yards  in  length,  which  is  dry,  when  the  tide  has  ebbed.  It 
affords  excellent  pafture  for  both  great  and  fmall  cattle,  and  is  qualified 
to  repay,  in  an  adequate  manner,  all  the  pains  that  might  be  employed 
upon  it  by  a  fkilful  and  induftrious  hufbandman.  The  ftones  found  at 
the  furface  afford  reafon  for  thinking,  it  contains  marble,  ilate,  and  iron. 
The  fituation  is  favourable  for  trade.  General  Knox's  intcrefts  draw  hi' 
attention  particularly  towards  the  ifland,  as  being  in  the  centre  of  his 
poffeffions.  It  is  his  objedl  to  clear  this  iflc  for  the  purpofe  of  maintain- 
ing in  It  a  flieep-ftock.  For  one  month  in  the  year  thefe  flieep  muft  be 
houfed  ;  and  he  intends  to  build  a  proper  ftall  for  this  ufe.  He  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  by  refiding  there  he  may  obtain  coniiderablc  fums  of  money, 
owing  to  him  for  land  in  the  neighbouring  country,  which  he  is  willing 
to  -cede  to  its  prefent  poffeflbrs  at  a  price  below  its  real  value,  to  avoid  all 
trouble  and  disputation. 

Mr.  Grip  PIN,  one  of  the  prefent  inhabitartts.  Is  building  a  brig  of 
eighty-live  tons  burthen,  Whidh  be  intends  for  the  coa{ling-*rade.  It 
will  coft,  when  fit  for  fea,  to  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  fou  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  about  thirty  dollars  a  ton.  He  has  I  ught  al- 
moft  all  the  timber  neceffary 'for  "his  purpofe  in  Penobfcot  River,  s  there 
was  none  of  fufficient  growth,  for  this  ufe,  remaining  upon  Br  ;adicr's 
Ifland. 

The  townfliip  of  Crankford  was  the  laft  place  in  Waldo-pa  tit  that 
General  Knox  intended  to  vifit.  Wc  halted  at  the  houfe  of  an  ol  farmer, 
named  Colonel  Schultz.  He  poffefles,  with  the  permiflion  of  the 
General,  three  farms  lying  on  Penobfcot  River,  about  ten  miles  inland 
from  its  mouth.  Though  but  an  indifferent  farmer,  he  had  fet  himfelf 
in  oppoiltion  to  the  common  prejudices  againft  wheat.  He  fowed  fome 
acres  with  it,  which  yielded  him  a  return  of  fifteen  bufliels  an  acre. 
This  year  his  wheat  is  fmutty ;  the  grain  is  fmall,  gray,  and  light,  not 
yielding  above  a  tenth  part  of  the  ufual  proportion  of  meal.  He  raifes 
like  wife  good  Indian  com,  the  return  of  which  is  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
buihcls  an  acre.    But  his  ploughing  is  flight ;  he  lays  on  iittle  manure ; 
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nor  can  the  quality  of  the  foil,  nor  the  fituation  of  his  grounds,  be  com- 
mended. His  potatoe-fields  yield  much  the  fame  increafc  as  thofc  of 
farmer  Nicholfon.  He  has  been  fettled  here  for  thefe  eight  and  twenty 
years ;  yet,  out  of  three  hundred  acres,  which  he  poflclTes,  has  not  brought 
more  than  five  and  twenty  under  culture. 

'  .  But  a  fmall  quantity  of  cod  is  caught  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  bay,  or 
in  Penobfcot  River.  In  the  months  of  June  and  July,  all  hands  are- 
employed  in  the  falmon-fiftiery.  They  are  often  taken  with  the  har- 
poon, but  more  commonly  with  nets,  while  the  tide  ebbs.  The  inhabi- 
tants, in  particular,  of  one  fmall  tnadt  of  land,  w  hich  juts  out  into  the  fea, 
derive  great  profit  from  this  fiftiery.  It  is  there  ufual  for  a  fmgle  family 
.  to  take  in  a  feafon  from  ten  to  fixty  barrels  of  falmon,  weighing,  each 
barrel,  two  hundred  pounds,  and  fetching  in  the  market  the  price  of 
eight  dollars.  The  fhore  of  Brigrtdier's  IHand  is  famous  for  the  plentiful 
captures  of  falmons  upon  it.  For  fome  years  this  fifhery  has  been  lefs 
iliecefsful  than  formerly.  It  has  hitherto  been  very  little  fortunate  in 
the  prefent  year.  For  this  failure  the  Indians  are  blamed,  who  live  a 
hundred  miles  higher  up,  on  the  banks  of  Penobfcot  River.  They  are 
wont  to  filh  every  day  in  the  year,  which  hinders  the  neceflary  annual 
i^newal  of  the  numbers  of  the  falmons.  The  Americans,  on.  the  con- 
trary, arc  accuftomed  to  refrain  from  fifhing  for  two  whole  months  in  the 
year  together,  and  always  upon  Sundays, 

Thcfe  Indians  dwell  in  a  pleafant  village  by  the  river  fide.  They  live, 
like  the  reft  of  the  Indians,  without  making  regular  yearly  provifion  for 
die  fupply  of  their  wants,  but  approach,  in  their  manners,  fomewhat 
nearer  to  civility.  They  belong  to  a  tribe,  which  the  French  Milfionarics 
almoft  converted,  or,  at  Icall,  fuppofed,  that  they  had  converted,  to  the 
Catholic  religion.  This  territory  falling  afterwards  into  the  pofleflion  of 
Britain,  and  fince,  of  the  American  States,  the  Catholic  religion  ccafed 
to  be  preached  to  the  Indians  at  the  expence  of  the  government.  At 
prefent  there  lives  a  French  pried  among  them,  from  wh6m  they 
Jiave  learned  the  do<^rine  of  tranfubflantiation ;  but  neither  the  duty 
fliwi  adv4ntage  of  temperance,  nor  the  principles  and  pradice  of  agrlcul- 
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ture,  nor  die  injoftice  sind  folly  of  wafting  the  beft  means  for  the  fupp  or 
of  the  country  by  dcftroying  tlic  falmons  at  an  improper  feafon.  Thefc 
Indians  bring,  every  year,  a  large  quantity  of  beavers,  otters,  foxes,  and 
racoon  ikins,  for  fale  to  the  merchants  on  the  river.  Thefe  fkins  arc 
purchaicd  at  a  very  low  price ;  and  they  receive  rum  in  exchange. 

Penobfbot  River  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  tide  rifes,  that  is,  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  miles  ^from  its  mouth.  For  fmall  boats  it  is  acceifi- 
\Ac  to  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  higher  up.  'On  its  courie  it 
waters  "ievofal  beautiful  diftrii^  of  country  filled  with  wood,  and  luni 
out  into  many  croeks.;  all  of  which  are  fufficient  to  drive  a  number  of 
milk.  Up  to  the  limit  of  the  rifing  of  the  tide  its  banks  are  imfaabited. 
After  advancing  along  them  to  a  certain  diftance,  you  venter  the  territo* 
ries  which  dill  pertain  to  the  Indians. 

The  vedels  belonging  to  this  river  are  not  more  than  twenty,  c^  whick 
two  are  emjiloyed  in -the  trade  to  Europe.  Thefe  two  belong  to  Mr. 
Treat,  a  merchant,  'who  has  his  principal  place  of  refidence  near  that 
part  of  the  courfe  o{  the  civet,  abovt  which  the  tide  ceaies  to  rtie ;  and 
pofleiles  ievenQ  ftoithoufes,  at  different  diftances,  along  the  river's  iide. 
In  the  fpacc  often  years,  during  which  he  has  lived  here,  he  has  acquired, 
in  trade,  a  coniiderable  property^  The  reftpuriiie  the  coafting  trade,  or, 
in  the  years  in  which  this  does  not  promife  iuccefs,  a  trade  with  the  Weft 
India  Iflands.  From  all  that  I  could  learn,  I  am  led  to  think,  that  timber 
-of  all'forts  may  be  had  cheap  here,  as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of  the 
^iftri^  of  Maine  which  1  had  occafion  to  viiit.  Ship-building  is  here  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  ton.  During  this  whole  year 
there  have  not  been  more  than  iive  built  in  the  river.  The  want  of  ca- 
pital is  the  only  reafbn  why  ib  Utde  is  done  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs. 
It  i&  true,  that,  on  account  of  the4)feient  war  in  Europe,  the  expence  is 
now  much  greater  than  it  fonneily  was^  but,  in  the  preceding  yeari, 
when  the  expence  was  finaller,  the  nunnber  of  veflelt  (built  was  not  more 
confiderable. 

The  whole  towofli|p  a(  BdM  Jiei  within  the  couaC^  of  Hancock.  A 
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great  part  of  it  is  ftill  inhabited  ;  and  its  whole  population  docs  not  ex- 
ceed ten  thoufand  fouls  upon  a  diftriA  of  eleven  thoufand  tour  hundred 
fquare  miles  in  extent.     Penobfcot  is  the  capitd  town.  .         "■ ' 

Waihington,  a  county  lying  fomewhat  more  to  the  north,  and  bor- 
dering upon  the  poiTeffions  of  the  Britifh,  pofTeffcs,  on  a  wider  extent  of 
territory,  a  population  of  more  than  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  '  V  ' 
■'  Penobfcot  is  ftill  known  by  tlic  Indian  name  of  Bagadus.  The  expor- 
tation from  it  is  not  confiderable.  The  value  of  thefe  exports  amounted, 
in  the  year  1791,  to  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars ;  in 
the  year  1 792,  to  eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  ;  in 

1 793,  to  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  tw'cnty-fe^  en  dollars ;  in 

1794,  to- five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars;  in  1795, 
to  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty -^ninc  dollars  ;  reckoning  the  year 
jfrom  the  beginning  of  Od;ober,  to  the  end  of  September. 

;    I  believe  that  Penobfcot  River  is  very  jufltly  deemed  the  mofl  fa- 
Tourable  fituation  for  the  commerce  of  this  province.     It  may  be  fafely 
affirmed,  that  any  company  or  individual  pofrelTuig  a  confiderable  capital, 
and  knowing  how  to  lay  it  out  in  improvements,  and  in  the  trade  natu- 
rally connedled  with  this  fituation,  might  fettle  here  with  no  fmall  ad- 
vantage.    A  confiderable  number  of  vefTels  might  be  built,  if  all  the 
wood  from  the  lands  were  appropriated  to  this  ufe,  and  if  every  day  were 
carefully  dedicated  to  inceffant  induflry.     The  faw-mills  would  render 
the  wood  of  great  value ;  and  it  would  quickly  be  feen,  that  the  prefent 
faw-mills  are  fufceptible  of  improvement,  which  would  render  them  much 
more  profitable  than  they  now  arc :  particularly  in  the  cutting  of  Ihingles, 
and  in  breaking  the  bark  of  the  fpruce-fir,  as  is  now  done  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boflon  for  the  ufe  of  the  tanners,  there  might  be  great  improvement 
made.     In  winter  the  veffels  might  be  freighted  with  mules  and  horfes, 
reared  here,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Weft  India  ifles ;  for  thefe  animals  will  be 
bred  here  in  very  great  numbers,  when  example,  and  a  certainty  of  ad- 
vantageous fale,  fhall  have  duly  encouraged  the  planters  to  attend  to  this 
branch  of  farming.     Salt-fifh,  too,  either  procured  by  purchafc  from 
others,  or  by  keeping  filliing  vefTels,  would  find  a  good  market  in  the  Weil 
India  ifles.     Thefe  ifles  might  be  fupplicd  alfo  with  cattle  from  this  pro- 
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vincc,  as  it  is  capable  of  producing  prodigious  numbers  of  them.  Another 
produ<5l  for  the  lame  exportation  is  corn,  which  will  infallibly  afford  great 
profits  to  this  country,  when  once  a  Ipirit  of  agriculture  flmll  have  been 
fufficiently  excited  throughout  it.  In  this  manner  might  fiich  a  company 
or  individual,  as  was  above  alluded  to,  gradually  clear  the  land  of  its 
wood,  and  bring  it  into  a  good  ilatc  of  cultivation,  while  its  exportable 
produ(5ls  would  afford  a  good  income,  and  the  example  would  be  of  infinite 
utility  to  the  whole  country.  Befide  all  this,  there  fhould  be  a  fhop  or 
two  furnifhcd  with  the  ufual  articles  for  the  confumption  of  the  country ; 
for  fuch  fhops  as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  prove  extremely  lu*- 
crative  to  thofe  who  employ  a  number  of  labourers.  The  confequence  wouW 
be  the  fpecdy  acquifition  of  a  large  fortune  by  the  company  or  indiridiial 
by  whom  thefc  meafures  fhould  be  purfiied.  The  Increafc  of  their  means 
would  naturally  enlarge  their  cbncems,  and  render  them  more  profitable. 
...  Exportation,  the  grand  fource  of  profit  to  a  great  landholder,  both  on 
account  of  the  prcfent  advantage  which  it  yields,  and  becaufc  it  tends  to 
enhance  the  prices  of  all  commodities,  is  more  neceffary  in  the  province 
of  Maine,  than  in  many  other  plaeesi  The  emigrants  make  little  refbrt 
to  this  province.  The  diftrli^t  of  Gencffee,  and  the  back  parts  of  Pcnn- 
lylvania,  Kentucky,  and  all  the  wcftern  parts  where  the  climate  is  mlldcf, 
the' foil  more  fertile,  and  the  land  cheaper,  are  naturally  preferred.  The 
difference  between  the  abundant  population  of  GenclTee,  which  -was, 
within  thefc  lafl  ten  years;  in  theJiofTeilionof  the  Indians,  and  thefcanty 
number  of  families,  fcattcred  throughout  the  province  of  Maine,  of  which 
the  greater  part  was,  an  hundred  years  fince,  reduced  into  a  colonial  ter- 
ritory, is  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  which 
oughi^jt^ertaihly  to  have  its  weight  with  the  great 'landholders  of  this  pro- 
vince. It  may,'  itideed,  be  reafonably  expeded,  that  there  will  be  a  gra- 
dual influx  of  fettlers  into  this  region]  from  the  great  incrcafe  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Maffachufctts.  The  vvilds  of  Maine  may  be  thus  at  lens^th 
inhabited ;  and  then  the  value  of  land  will  rife,  and  there  will  be  an  in- 
crcafe of  manufacturing  and  commercial  irtdufliry,  to  the  great  advantage 
"both  of  the  land-owners  and  the  merchants.  %•  M'      ..  ' 

In  fome  places,  labourers  arc  prbciirtd  pretty  cafily ;  and'the  wages,  for 
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any  confiderable  time  together,  are  there  at  the  fame  rate,  as  In  the  dif- 
tri6ls  beyond  Bofton,  already  defcribed. 

The  country  is  healthful,  though  much  colder  than  the  great  land- 
holders are  willing  to  allow.  Fogs  and  rains  are  more  frequent  here  tlian 
in  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  America.  The  maritime  fituatlon  of  the 
province  of  Maine,  contributes,  no- doubt,  to  increafe  the  humidity  of  Itij 
atmofpherc.  The  perpetual  dampnefs  on  the  fea  coail  produces  a  greater 
occailon  for  warm  and  conftant  fires  there,  than  in  the  interior  parts. 
But,  however  rigorous  the  climate,  it  is  fufficiently  favourable  to  the  pro- 
duAion  of  maize,  and  of  excellent  hay.  Nor  is  there  any  juft  realbn  for 
luppofmg,  that  wheat  and  other  grains  would  not  thrive  in  it,  if  carefully 
cultivated. 

Life  is  ufually  long  and  healthy  in  this  province.    It  is  not  uncommon 
to  meet  with  old  men  of  the  age  of  eighty,  or  ninety  years,  though  the 
general  condition  of  the  people  be  but  miferable,  at  Icall:  in  that  part  of 
the  country  through  which  I  accompanied  General  Knox.     Save  the 
brothers  Almas,  we  found  none  who  could  be  fuid  to  be  even  mode- 
rately intelligent.     They  are  univerfally  pOor,  or  at  lead  live  as  if  they 
were  fo  in  an  extreme  degree.     The  habitations  are  every  where  poor, 
low  huts.  Every  where,  you  find  a  dirty,  dark-coloured  rye-meal,  and  that 
not  in  fufficient  quantity.     The  fort  of  frelh  meat  to  be  feen  on  any  tabic, 
is  that  of  lambs,  which  are  killed,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  procunn;!: 
a  good  difli,  as  to  prevent  the  flieep-ftock  from  becoming  more  numerous 
than  is  defired.     In  fhort,  of  all  America,  the  province  of  Maine  is  tlic 
place  that  afforded  me  the  worft  accommodation.  And,  confidering  how 
little  reafon  I  found  to  praife  the  accommodations  of  many  other  places ; 
what  I  have  now  faid  of  Maine  muft  ht  regarded  as  an  affirmation,  that 
the  condition  of  hurhan  life  in  that  place  is  exceedingly  wretched. 
■"    The  common  drink  here,  and  throughout  all  America,  is  grog,  or  a 
mixture  of  water  with  rum  or  whifky.     It  is  made  ^l;f9.  with  gin  or 
brandy,  but  not  in  thefe  parts. 

A  fort  of  beer,  made  from  the  twigs  of  the  fpruce-fir,  islikewife  drunk 
here. '  Molaffes,  and  occalionally  maple-tree  fugar,  arc  joined  with  the 
fprucc  twigs,  in  brewing  this  beverage. 
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Here  is  alio  another  fort  of  beer,  much  like  the  former  ;  but  it  is  brew-i* 
cd  from  the  young  twigs  of  the  birch,  inftead  of  thofe  of  the  fpruce-fir. 

Both  theic  liquors  are  very  common  in  Maflachufetts  and  in  Canada. 
Many  people  are  fond  of  them ;  to  me  they  are  difagreeable. 

All  the  fettlers  in  Waldo-patent,  a  very  few  excepted,  occupy  lands  to 
which  they  have  no  juft  right.  But  they  are  of  two  different  claffes  ;  of 
which  one  confifts  of  perfons  who  have  fettled  here  by  the  permiilion  of 
the  General  or  his  llewards,  and  are  to  pay  a  certain  purchaife-money  at 
a  future  time  ;  but  the  others  neither  afked  nor  obtained  any  fuch  per- 
miilion. The  condition  of  the  former  may  appear  to  be  more  fecure  than 
that  of  the  latter.  But  then  this  laft  clafs  is  ib  much  the  more  numerous, 
that  the  General  will  probably  find  it  neccffary  to  treat  them  all  alike. 
All  acknowledge  that  they  muft  pay  a  certain  rent  or  purchafe*money ; 
but  neither  do  they  offer  ready  money,  nor  fix  any  precife  time  for  pay- 
ment. The  General  encounters  all  the  perplexity  and  difficulties  of  this 
buiinefs  with  the  firmeil  ilcadineis,  and  the  moil  extraordinary  patience. 

PRICE  OF  WOOD  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 

I  was  induced  to  form  the  following  table  of  the  prices  of  different 
forts  of  timber  in  different  places  Of  this  province,  by  coniidcring  that  it 
might  become  hereafter  a  matter  of  Ibme  curiolity  to  compare  the  fu- 
ture variations  in  the  price  of  wood,  with  that  for  which  it  is  fold  at  this 
prefent  time. 

I  have  added  a  view  of  the  prices  of  other  produds  of  this  province, 
according  to  the  moft  complete  and  accurate  information  that  I  could 
obtain.  This  alfb  will  fervc  for  a  fixed  point  in  the  fcale  of  the  varia- 
tions of  price,  which  thefe  produces  may  hereafter  undergo. 

I  have  given  likewife  a  view  of  the  expences  and  the  returns  of  a  late 
voyage  of  a  fchooner  to  Englatid^  which  was  communicated  to  me  by 
Colonel  Schultz. 
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Expences  and  returns  of  a  voyage  performed  by  the  Dolphin  fchooticr, 
of  Cufhing,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
tons  burthen.  Captain  Bayenton,  commander,  in  the  months  of  May, 
June,  and  July,  1705,  in  the  fpace  of  three  months  wanting  five  days  ; 
from  Camden  to  Liverpool,  and  from  Liverpool  back  to  Bofton. 


Expenditure  by  the  merchants  freight 
Captain's  wages  for  the  voyage         — 
Pilot's  wages,  twenty  dollars  a  month 
Four  failors,  eighteen  dollars  a  month 
Provifions        — -         —  — 


Dollars. 
440  . 

ICG 

60 

192 

120— 


m 


Prime  Cojl  of  the  Cargo  at  €amBen. 


100  tons  of  oak,  at  three  dollars  a  ton       —       ■ —  300 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  eight  dollars  a  thoufand      ;;  ?  112 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  fix  dollars  a  thoufand  feet  12 

Duties  paid  in  England  —  —  —  225 

Occafional  expences         ~        —        —  —  156- 

^        ;.     .  Pnrchafed  in  England 

42  tons  of  fait,  at  three  Ihillings  and  four  pence  fterl.  33 1 
272  bufhels  of  pit  coal,  at  three  pence  fterl.  a  bufliel       14- 

Duties  on  the  fait  at  Bofton        —        —        —  -    * 


tVi 


,        ;      !  Total  expenditure 

Receipts  of  the  Merchants  Sales  at  Liverpool. 

4000  feet,  or  loo  tons  of  oak,  at  three  ihillings  a 

foot,  or  twenty  dollars  a  ton         —       —      —  2000 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  forty-three  dollars  a  thoufand  630 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  forty-five  dollars       —       —  QQ- 


-v# 


Dollars. 


97a 


1783 


>  : 


345 

420 


'      2548 


•■**:' 
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Sales  at  Bojlon. 

420  tons  of  fait,  at  four  dollars,  85         —  —  20C8 

272  buihels  of  pit  coal         —        —        «—      —      qO — 


Total  receipts- 
Total  expenditure 


4.47 

Dollars. 
2164 

4884 
2548- 


*         Clear  profit  to  the  merchant         2330 

This  great  profit  is  not  to  be.fo  furcly  reckoned  upon,  as  if  the  fame 
cargo  for  the  returning  voyage  were  always,  to  he  cafily  obtained  in  Eng- 
land. Yet  it  affords  certain  data,  from  which  may  be  inferred  what  a 
confiderable  benefit  this  foreign  trade  affords  in  return  for  a  moderate  ex- 
penditure. 

But  I  repeat,  that  this  country  is  ffill  in  its  infancy,  and  in  a  languid 
and  cheerlefs  infancy.  The  taxes  are  much  heavier  than  in  any  newly 
fettled  country  I  have  as  yet  vifited.  Mr.  Schultz,  by  whom  I  am  in- 
formed of  the  fadl,  pays  twenty  dollars  a  year.  Among  thefe  taxes  is  one 
for  the  fupport  of  fchoois,  though  no  fchools  have  hitherto  been  efta^ 
blifhed. 

FARTHER  OBSERVATIONS  ') 

CONCERNING  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 

There  is  no  houfe  for  religious  worfhip  in  this  province,  neither  in  the 
diflri(il  of  Belfafl,  nor  in  Penobfcot.  Penobfcot  is  the  only  town  in  thefc 
parts,  and  it  confifls  of  near  a  thoufand  houfcs.  A  poor  preacher  lives  in 
thefe  parts,  who  has  only  a  very  few  hearers,  to  whom  he  preaches  at 
different  places  eveiy  fecond  Sunday,  and  who  pay  him  at  the  rate  of 
four  dollars  each.  Throughout  all  America,  the  building  of  a  new 
church,  for  every  parochial  diflri^l,  is  confidered  as  a  very  burthenfome 
expence.     Here,  therefore,  the  people  rather  pay  a  certain  confideration, 

leaving 
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leaving  the  preacher  to  find  a  houfe  for  himfelf.  The  young  people  of 
both  icxes,  however,  cfpcclally  the  yonng  women,  arc  very  dcfirous  of  a 
church,  in  which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  aflemble  every 
week,  and  to  difplay  their  perfons  and  their  drefs.  In  New  England 
they  refrain,  on  Sunday,  with  weak  fuperftition,  even  from  the  mod 
harmlefs  Iports.  But,  it  is,  in  truth,  becaufe  it  affords  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  going  from  home,  and  meeting  with  their  neighbours,  that  thcfc 
people  are  fo  fond  of  vifiting  the  church. 

There  is,  in  this  countr}',  a  great  lack  of  medical  pra<5litioncrs,  at  leaft. 
of  perfons  whofc  fkill  is  worthy  of  the  name.  The  people  are  not  here 
either  fufficiently  numerous,  or  fufficiently  opulent,  to  make  it  eligible 
for  fkilful  furgeons  or  phyficians  to  fettle  among  them.  The  furgcon's 
employment  is  cxerdfcd  at  prefent  by  people  who  are  engaged  in  other 
purfuits,  and  therefore  make  this  but  their  occafional  bufmefs,  and  who 
are  fo  ignorant  as  fcarcely  to  know  how  to  let  blood  with  fafcty  to  the 
patient.  In  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  any  perfon  Is  at  liberty  to  aflumc 
the  profeflion  of  medicine  at  his  plcafure ;  and  it  is  certainly  a  difgrace 
to  the  legiflaturc,  that  the  health  and  lives  of  the(e  fimple  and  credulous 
people  ihould  be  in  fuch  a  manner  expofed  a  prey  to  ignorance,  impu- 
-  dence,  and  quackery. 

When  General  Knox  had  accomplifhed  his  bufinefs,  wc  went  on  board 
the  fchooner,  which  I  mentioned  above,  hoping  that,  within  four  hours, 
we  fhould  reach  the  General's  houfe.  It  was  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing when  we  went  on  board,  and  the  wind  was  favoirrable.  But  the 
wind  fliifted  on  a  fudden,  the  weather  became  ftormy,  our  progrefs 
was  confidcrabl)'  interrupted,  and  we  lay-to  till  the  ftorm  was  over. 

Next  morning  we  found,  that  we  could  not  yet  make  way,  and  there- 
fore retired  again  to  another  creek,  about  fix  miles  nearer  than  the  former 
to  the  place  to  which  wc  were  going,  but  ftill  fifteen  miles  diftant  from 
where  we  were  to  take  our  way  for  St.  George's  River.  The  weather 
was  now  fair,  and  General  Knox,  who  is  not  at  all  fond  of  navigation, 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  on  fliore,  affuring  me  that  we  fhould  be 

able 
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able  to  procure  horfcs  from  Captain  Alma,  which  would  quickly  carry 
us  to  St.  George's  River.  We  were  not  far  from  Ducktrap.  Upon  our 
arrival  at  the  Captain's  houfe,  we  were  encountered  by  new  difficulties. 
We  had  to  wait  for  our  own  hories,  which  were  coming  under  the  care 
of  the  poft ;  and  this  happened  to  be  the  only  place  in  all  the  province  of 
Maine,  in  which  the  travelling  of  the  poft  is  fomewhat  retarded  by  the 
frequency  of  the  plantations.  The  horfcs,  whofe  arrival  was  expcftcd  to 
be  about  noon,  came  fix  hours  later.  We  were  thus  obliged  to  pafs  the 
night  in  a  dirty  houfc  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  wind  had  changed, 
and  our  fchooncr  was  gone  on  her  way,  much  farther  than  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  conduct  us  to  the  end  of  our  journey.  Thefe  incon- 
venient occurrences  w  ere  iufficiently  difagrceable  to  me  ;  for,  having  fo 
far  to  travel, .  I  had  now  rather  too  little  time  remaining  for  my  fubfe- 
quent  journey ;  and  I  had  wilhed  to  fpend  fome  fliort  time  longer  with 
General  Knox  and  his  family.       , 


f.Ul 


DEPARTUliE  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  GENERAL  KNOX. 


^'  On  the  3d  day  of  0«Stober,  four  and  twenty  hours  after  our  arrival  at 
St.  George's,  I  was  obliged  to  fct  out  for  Bofton.  I  had  experienced 
fuch  friendly  entertainment  from  General  Knox  and  his  family,  that  it 
was  with  real  concern  I  left  them.  They  did  not  treat  me  as  a  ftranger, 
but  with  the  kind  an^  calj'  attentions  which  are  paid  to  one  who  is  at 
once  a  relation  and  a  friend.  Mrs.  Knox  is  a  lady,  of  whom  you  con- 
ceive ftill  a  higher  opinion,  the  longer  you  are  acquainted  with  her. 
l^etihg' her  at  Philadelphia,  you  think.;of  her  but  as  a  fortunate  player  at 
whift.'  At  her  own  houfc  in  the  country,  you  diicover  her  to  poflcfs 
witi '  ihtelligcncfc,  a  good  heart,  an  excclloit  underftandiag.  In  the 
country,  Mifs  Knox  lays  afide  her  excellxve  timidity,  and  you  admirq  alike 
her  beauty,  wit,  jind  cheerfulnefs*  As  for  Mrs.  Flunker,  you  find  her  in- 
tercftirig  at  a  firit' 'ilcquAititin^Ci,  and  i4o  lefs  fo  upon  a  iongeij  familiarity. 
P  Tay  nothing  of  tliie  (jrckeral.  I  have  akeady  faid  h^;  is  one  of  tlic  wor- 
thl'tlA  mt^n  I'lia^^  kriciwh ;  chcGiful,  agreeable,  valuable  equally  as  an 
excellent  fricml  anil  an  engaging  compauion.  With  a  heart  warmly 
"^^^i  '  ^     'sM  '  '         grateful 
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grateful  for  fo  much  kindnels,  I  took  my  leave  of  tlils  worthy  family  ; 
and  gratitude  is  the  mod  plcafing  feeling  of  which  my  prefent  iltuation 
leaves  me  capable.  The  whole  family  fav/  me  depart,  with  the  fame 
kind  concern,  as  if  I  had  been  a  near  relation;  and  perhaps  nothing  could 
be  more  intereftingly  afFc<^ing  than  this  fcene. 

From  St.  George's  to  Warren  the  fcttlers  arc  not  numerous. 
diftriA  extends  to  Thomaftown,  where  the  General  rciides.  About 
twenty  houfes  iland  at  the  place,  beyond  which  the  tide  ceafes  to  rife. 
There  are  two  or  three  fawing-mills,  corn->mills,  and  waulk-mills,  two  or 
three  (hops,  and  two  or  three  fmall  merchants;  The  river  there  ccafcs 
to  be  navigable,  on  account  of  a  number  of  rocks  that  rife  in.  the  midii: 
of  its  channel.  A  canal  is  to  be  cut  here,  with  the  General's  permiilioO) 
by  which  the  river  will  be  made  navigable  for  fixty  or  fcventy  miles  far- 
ther than  at  prefent.  It  may  be  cut  without  any  very  conilderable  diffi- 
culty, and  will  prove  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the  General  and  his 
poftcrity.  The  foil  is  moderately  good,  but  its  cultivation  is  neglcded 
The  back-parts  I  have  not  fccn ;  but  all  the  (ettlers  who  live  contiguous 
to  the  river,  if  they  can  fell  their  wood,  think  not,  any  more  than  the 
reft  throughout  the  province  of  Maine,  of  applying  tjiemfelves  to  the 
tillage  of  their  grounds,  and  the  improvements  of  husbandry .  ,,, 
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'    WALDOBOROUGH;  BROADBAY;  NOBLEBOROUGII ;  NEW- 
'  CASTLE.  i^t 

t-^'  ^  "^i       .  .   .  .  -       ti-™H^H, 

The  ncxtdiftriA  is  Waldoborough.  It  is  a  German  fettlement,  formed 
forty  years  ago  by  Brigadier-General  Waldo.  Three  years  aftervv-ards,  he 
brought  hither  ibme  German  families,  and  ailigned  to  each  of  them  one 
hundred  acres  of  ground.  It  is  in  a  ilate  of  profperity.  The  families, 
which  were,  originally,  forty  in  number*  have  increafed  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Fifty  other  planters,  Irifh,  Engliih,  and  Americans,  live  alfo 
here.  But*  it  is  requiiite  for  thefc  to  undcrftand  German,  as  this  is  the 
language  commonly  ipoken  tliroughout  the  diilridl :  though  all  the  Ger- 
man inhabitants  read  Englifh,  and  have  the  laws  and  the  proceedings  of 
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their  courts'  of  jufticc  in  that  language.  The  German  is,  however,  the 
common  langmge  of  trade,  and  of  familiar  intcrcourie.  ^ 

.*:  Broadbay  is  formed  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  wliich  here  ad\iinces  inland. 
A  fmall  river,  the.  cour/l  of  which  is  for  fomc  thirty  miles,  falls  into 
this  bay.  I /Ike  the  //ther  rivers  of  this  territory,  it  is  not  navigable. 
Trees  may  be  /l-^ated,  fmgly,  down  the  ftre^m,  but  in  no  other  way, 
from  the  diilancc  of  fn  or  twelve  miles  above.  The  interior  extremity 
of  the  bay  lies  about  ten  miles  inland.  Three  or  four  veffels  are  annually 
built  here.  To  this  place  belong  eight  fhips,  of  which  only  three  carry 
three  malls.  Thefc  are  almoft  all,  either  the  property  of  the  merchants 
of  WifcaflTct  and  that  neighbourhood,  or  elfc  arc,  at  Icaft,  mhnnaWy 
freighted  by  thoft  merchants.  An  Irifli  merchant,  who  Jhns  resided  fi>r 
thefc  feveral  years  in  Waldoborough,  docs  bufmcfi  in  this  way»  on  Tiis  own 
account,  and  with  good  fuccefs.  A  cargo  of  wcxid  can  be  (\uickly  pro- 
cured at  Waldoborough  ;  but  the  price  is  here  ^me«v'.]^t  higher,  than  m 
St.  George's  River,  or  the  Bay  of  Pcnobfcot. 

The  buildings  arc  iltuated  on  the  declivity  of  the  hills ;  on  the  edges 
of  the  bay ;  and  are  pretty  numerous ;  but  WC  (hiall,  and  msike  as  ibrry 
an  appearance  as  any  I  have  lately  leen. '  The  quality  of  the  foil  is  mo- 
derately good.  From  fifteen  to  eighteen  bufticls  of  mdtzc,  twenty  bulhcls 
of  barley,  fifteen  bufhels  of  rye,  is  the  ordinary  produce  from  an  acre  of 
ground ;  three  hundred  bufhels  is  the  ufual  encre^fe  of  potatoes  from 
one  acre.  Each  family  keeps  from  /fifteen  to  twenty  head  of  cattle. 
The  fear  of  the  bears  and  wolves,  which  are  numerous  in  thefc  parts, 
does  not  hinder  thefe  people  fron^  driving  out  their  cattle  to  fecd'tn  the 
woods.  Though  one  part  of  thie  herd  fhould  be,  to-day,  devoured  by 
the  beafls  of  prey ;  the  reft  would,  neverthclefs,  be  driven  out,  to  feed  hi 
the  woods,  to-morrow :  but  fuch  accidents  are  rare.  There  is  no  ^n- 
llance  of  children  having  been  attacked.  I  myfclf,  in  my  journey  of 
this  day,  and  at  the  difbincc  of  a  rhile  from  Waldoborough,  faw  a  bear 
of  a  confiderable  fize,  running  acrofs  the  road.  I  purfued  him  on  hojrfc« 
back,  without  leaving  the  r6ad,  and  he  ran  away  with  ^rcat  fpeed.  ^'^ 
TO  Broadbay  is  the  boundary  of  Waldd-patcnt,  ajud  the  centre  of  Waldo- 
tfif  '  .1  M  2  borough. 
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borough.  The  houfcs  of  thi«  laft  place  lie  Scattered  around  the  l>ay,  the 
environs  of  which  arc  much  more  populous  than  the  territory  through 
which  I  had  tmvelled  hitherto.  I  was  told,  that,  fome  miles  inland,  both 
the  foil  and  the  hufbandry  arc  better,  and  the  iettlements  more  nam6r 
rous.  '  ■  •■  •'  ■'-  '" 

Waldo-patent  lies '  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  which  contains  about 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  county-courts  arc  held  at  HaUowelU 
Pownalbordugh  and  Waldoborough.  Thbraaftown,  wharc  General 
Knox  rcfidcs,  lies  alfo  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  which,  however,  doci 
not  extend  beyond  Belfaft. 

Nobleborough,  the  next  townfllip,  is  much  more  populous  than  thelaft, 
and  exhibits  great  diverfity  in  the  appearance  of  its  houfes,  taid  the  wealth 
^jTpoveky  of  its  different  inhabitants.  This  diftridl  has  like  wife  its  Bay 
of  Damafcobay,  which  extends  ten  or  twelve  miles  inland.  A  few  toifes 
from  the  inmod  point  of  this  bay,  is  a  lake  of  frefli  water,  not  lefs  than  fifty- 
miles  in  the  extent  of  its  area.  Such  lakes  are  frequent  throughout  this 
part  of  the  country.  They  abound  in  filh,  of  which,  however,  the  inha- 
bitants melke  no  ufe.  The  quantity  is  not  fufficient,  to  make  it  an  ob-» 
jedl  of  trade,  tb  fait,  atid  carry  them  to  market ;  and  thcfc  people  are  too 
negligent,  to  filh  for  the  fupply  of  their  own  tables.  There  are  fome 
ihips  built  in  Damafcobay  ;  and  of  thefc  the  greater  part  are  employed  by 
the  merchsints  of  Wifcaflet.  "hi  »v*fr  f>f  iif-rfi-.  -  !,►.-, }\;,f,tJ   *«f^"*     f.^^,,.-^, 

•  The  diftrid:  of  Newcaftlc  has,  likcwifc,  a  bay ;  or  rather,  is  iuterfeded 
by  the  river  Steepfent,  which  rwas  by  Wifcaflet.  At  Newcaillc,  this 
river  is  acceffible  for  fhips  of  burthen:  it  admits  fmall  veflels,  for  fome 
miles  farther  up.  There  are  two  (hips  at  prefcnt  in  building  at  Nowcaftle. 
y'ou  croft  the  river  Ly  a'ferry,  ^hich  is  convenient  and  fafc  Abridge  is 
about  to  be  built  here ;  and  the  ferryman  is  much  lefs  concerned  for  the 
probable  lof^  whifch  it  will  occaflon  to  him,  of  his  pi efent  income,  than 
pleafed,  that  he  is  to  be  thus  relcafed  from  that  inceflant  watchfulnefi 
and  toil  of  the  ferry.  in 

The  road  along  whtth  I,  this  day,  travelled,  was  rugged,  obflruded  by 
rocks  and  roots  of  trees,  often  miry,  paiTmg  over  great  inequalities;  of 
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ground,  and  worft  in  the  woods,  through  which  a  great  part  of  it  led. 
W<^thy  General  Knox  condu<ftcd  me,  eight  .miles  on  my  journey,  and 
diretficd  i»e  to  the  dwelling  of  an  hondt  Geirman»  a  fiirgcgn,  who,  in 
favourable  years,  gains  from  iixtjf  to  eighty  -dollars  by  his  practice,  and 
who  told  me,  that,  for  twenty  miles  round,  there  is  no  other  medical 
pnu^tioner.  This  honcft  man  accompanied  me,  till  I  was  no  longer,  in 
dagger  of  Wandering  from  the  way ;  and  refufcd  to  receive  money  for 
my  dinner,  wiiich  1  earneftfy  offered  him.  He  has  fix  children,  all  roar- 
ritdy'And  a  fmall  farhi  of -forty  acrds,  which,  as  he  told  mc*  isnot  very 
well  cultivated.  But,  he  faySyhe  has  enough,  and  docs  not  covet  riches. 
He,  ©n  a.  former  }'car,  remitted  three  hundred  dollars  tOi  Philadelphia,,  to 
procure  ai  German  minlfter,  to  wlwm  he  now  pays  thirty  dollars  a  year, 
befides'hife  juft  fhare  of  the  congregational  contribution.  ,  On  the  whole, 
tdiis'ltnftn  Is  an  tcccntric'charaidter.        i;..     ;..        .,  ^.^^..na.j  ■... 

ti>|ff'H>^ft'»n>fi?r?o  !jV:  '  f'f:^*    •  ,  WISCASSJ^T.      ..i,f^f.,,--j  .:  ^^Vrft  i;,,,!  ,,;.•;  '■;\ 

"'  Mr.  LEii,  whom  I  fav^  at  the  houfe  of  Generbl  Knox,  had  afkcd  me 
*d  take  my  lodging  at  his  houfe,- when.  I'lhowld  come  to  Wifcaffet.  I  did 
lb.  Hd  is  a  lawyer ;  and  he  appeared  to  me,  to  be  one  of  the  beft  em- 
ployed ones  in  the  whole  country.  He  has  an  elegant  houfe ;  is  a  very 
worthy  man";  gave  mc  a  kind  reception  ;  and  cxprefled  his  concern  that 
his  wife,  who  went  lately  on  a  vifit  to  Bofton,  was  not  at  home,  to  make 
my  entertainment  better.  I"   *nj(  ";.';•; ,; 

'^^'"Wifckflct,  fituated  on  the  bay  of  Pcnobfcot,  is  the  firft  place  in-  the, 
province  of  Mairie,  in  which  any  confiderable  bufmcfs  is  tranfadlcd.  The 
Merchants  are  not  very  rich,  but  they  arC  very  numcrons ;  and,  as  I  have 
aht^dy  mentioned,  proprietors  of  almoft  all  the  Velfels  which  fiiil  from 
the  neighbouring  creeks  and  bays.  Some  individuals  among  thcni  pollcfs 
to  the  number  of  fix  or  fcvcn  fliips.  They  hire  out  for  freight,  thofc 
which  are  not  required  for  the  carriage  of  their  own  traffic  ;  and  the  pre- 
feiit  fituation  of  Europe  affords  great  Icopc  to  this  carrying-trade  of  the 
Americans,  which  they  find  to  be  \<ery  profitable,  though  not  without  its 
rifks.  Mr.  Swan  of  Bofton  bus  hired  a  great  quantity  of  tonnage,  for 
the  purpofc  of  exporting  corn  and  Hour  to  France,  "»'*  «^iO  ..1 , 
^'  There 
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There  belong  fifty  Ihips  to  WifcaiTct.     Ten  ofthefe  fail  to  Europe,  on 
account  of  merchants  living  in  this  place.     They  export,  tlie  prodydts  of' 
the  country,  a^d  bring  back,  in  return,  toBo(lon>>  JtQivign  goods>  for 
which  there  is  no  falc  in  the  province  of^MaineW^  str::  .;>ir'><    >l-'!ni'   K*?* 

Wifcaffet  lies  at  the  dillancc  of  twelve  miles  from  the  fea  ;  and  for  this 
realbn,  there  live  but  few  of  ihip-mafters  at  this  fmaU  pprt.^  Tliicfc 
people  have  their  dwellings  along  the  coaA.  They  woul4  It^ie  halftheir 
prclcnt  gains,  if  they  fettled  at  any  diftance  from  it  This:  tpwix  is  pretty 
compact,  and  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  iifty  hotiies,  i<^nic  of 
which  are  very  handjfomc.  In  the  year  1789,  the  whole  traflic, of  this 
diftri<ii  was  carried  on  in  thirty-five  veficls,  which  did  not  carry,  jn  ail, 
above  two  thouiand  and  ninety  tons.  In  l7Qd,  and  not  later  than  the  loth 
day  of  Odober,  the  number  of  ihips  regiflered  was  one  hundred  and  two, 
and  their  tonnage,  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-four  tons. 
Thefc  faAs  evince,  to  what  an  extraordinary  pitch,  even  the  (blc  biifinefs 
of  fhip-building  is  capable  of  advancing  the  trade  and  opulence  of  the 
people  of  thefc  parts.  The  exports  amounted,  in  the  year  1 7.9 1 ,  to  thirty- 
five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-twp  dollars ;  in  t|ie  year  1,792,  to 
thirty-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- three  dollars;  in  1793,  to 
thirty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to 
thirty-two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars ;  in  1 705,  to  thirty- 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars.  The  fmallnefs  pf  the 
variations  in  the  amounts  of  the  monc}  -prices  of  the  total  e^iports,  in  thcfe 
fucceflive  years ;  while  the  market- value  of  thoic  provifions  of  w^ich 
this  exportation  confiils,  has  been  continually  rifing ;  evinces  the  trutli 
of  what  I  affirmed  concerning  the  fhips  of  Wifcaffet,  as  being  em- 
ployed chiefly  in  the  carrying-trade,  and  taking  in  their  ladings  at  other 
ports.     . i^n.h^HnmywimiYikj>i^i  •nm^xi-  .rr^f  'Srqij -x^Xtpj}  liiiiuoO/itiSt^-  i?.T» 


■>!^.r^T 
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KENNEBECK  RIVER. 

The  road  lies  along  the  interior  extremity  of  the  bay.     As  it  advances 

towards  Boflon,  the  appearance  of  induflry  and  buiinef's  encreafcs ;  the 

houfcs  become  larger  and  handf(>mcr.     Volwick-bay  lies  not  far  from 

Wifcaffet.     One  or  two  fmall  vcflcls  have  been  built  in  it ;  fcvcral  corn 

'A4  .  and 
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ftfidtifaWtngrxnillsr.iftand  yppn  the ; j^all  rivers  vvHick  faU  intp  it;  and 
in  theft  the;  upper  rockaiform  a  fort  of  patur^l  dam  to  accunmlatc 
the  watfcr  for  the  ufc  of  the  mills.  ■  fl^e  land  between  KennebecltT  river 
and  Wifcaflet,  is  ftony,  yet  fertile.  It  is  everywhere  inhabited,  yet  but 
in  a  moderate  ftate  of  cultivation.  Of  ten  miles  journey,  by  this'  way, 
fcarcc  a  quarter  of  a  mile  lies  through  woods.  Kcnncbeck-river  is  to  be 
crolTcd  by  a  ferry.  The  river  is:  here  about  half  a  mile  broad  ;  and  the 
pafliige  is  faid  to  be  fometimes  dangerous,  though  I  found  it  lafe  and  eaiy. 
Both  the  winds  and  tide  were  favourable ;  and,  in  five  minutes,  I  reached 
the  farther  fliore.     Both  the  ferryman  and  his  boat  arc  very  good. 

*rKcnnebcck  is  one  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  province  of  Maine.  Its 
fouree  is  two  hundred  miles  diftant  from  its  mouth,  and  it  waters  the 
fineft  woodlands  in  this  region.  It  is  navigable  to  the  diftancc  of  fifty 
miles  upward  from  its  mouth ;  but,  this  navigation  is  greatly  obflru<5led 
by  rocks  and  fand-banks.  There  are  ihips  built  at  Hallowell,  which 
jftands  at  the  diftance  of  forty  miles  up  the  river :  but,  thefe  receive  their 
lading  at  Bath,  fix  miles  below  the  ferry -by  which  I  palTcd.  The  wood 
felled  at  Hallowell  and  places  contiguous  to  it,  is  conveyed  down  to  Bath 
in  fledges  or  boats,  and  is>  then,  received  on  board  the  fhips.  The  en- 
trance into  Kennebeck-river  i«  fo  dangerous,  that  fliips  failing  with  this 
destination,  if  ihfured  at  Lojidon,  pay  a  higher  premium,  tlian  thofe 
bound  for  any  other  hs<y*  harbour,  or  river,  on  thefe  coails  ;  at  leaft  I  was 
foinformed.:    1^Nf>-f:^)^ih  -.    .'  ■  -•  ;v--y.y;M.--;:::  v 

^There  belong  forty  Ihips  to  this  river,  Thefe  are,, for  the  greater  part^ 
the  property  of  merchants  who  have  their  counting-houfes  in  Bath,  and 
their  dwelling-houfes  in  either  Bath  or  Hallowell.  The  reft  belong  to 
merchants  rcfident  in  Wifcaffet  or  Portland.  The  banks  of  the  river  are 
inhabited  to  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  inland.  That 
trad  of  land  which  is  watered  by  no  other  river,  is,  in  one  dircdion,  oc- 
cupied to  the  extent  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  miles. ,  >,  •  -,r?  -  r-' '" 
if  Hallowell  is,  as  I  was  informed,  a  town  confifting  of  two  hundred 
houfes.'  Another  town  of  the  fame  name,  and  not  lefs  coniiderable,  is 
fituate  two  miles  higher  on  the  faipe  river.  They  afford,  both,  a  mar- 
.n.r»,  ket 
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kct  fbf  tHe^roiiude  of^thc  Ifods;  wftich  is  v<^  aibtmiUtrit ;  for  thcYollis 
exceHeht,  and  wheat  ktid  othe^  grains  are  4niltivatetl  iipon<  it/  '  There  is 
alfb  a  great  deal  of  wood  hr<)Ught'down  ICenn((efiHCck  Rifer;  bu^  the  wodd 
t^ohtiguous  to  the  ihores  of  the  river,  and  adjacent  to  the  plsmtaidcMs  and 
dwellirlgs,  now  begins,  as  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  to  be  eihanilcd. 
The  large  wood  is  cut,  as  I 'am  told,  at  the' diftancc  of  twenty  Tirilcs 
above  Hallowell.     Thoie  who  dcHve  their  ^r\ti6ipa\  meahs  of ;  fup|iott; 
froitithe  <ale  of  this  article,  are  wont  to  wander  into'  the  deep  woods';  in 
the  m6rtth  of  Nbvcmbcr,  with  their  families  and  cattle)  often '  to' the 
diftance  of  from  forty  to  iixty  miles  froAi  thcil- •  brdirittry  habitations. 
Tkey  are  previoufly  careful  to  provide  hay  i|i  tlic  ifiimmeri  by  ^oingiihto 
thefc  woods,  mowing  the  grafs,  and  puttii^  it  up  in  ricks/  for  the  ufc'df 
their  cattle,  when  they  Ihall  retutn  in  the  winter.     They  noV  rear  liuts 
for  themfelves;  fell  their  wood;  bring  it,  on  iledgeSy  to  thci  river's  fide-; 
and  there  referve  it,  till  the  river  is  fo  much  fwolleii  by  raihs  as  to  con- 
vey it,  eafily,  floating  down  the  flream.     Th6y  mark,  eaBh'  his.  trees  With 
a  particular  mark,  before  committing  tHirii  to  the  ftfcAmiJfii  that  the 
property  of  every  different  wobd-cuttcr  can  be  di^nStigiilihed^lsii  Ihe  pldtc 
,of  (hipping,  without  difpute  or  miftake.   Uiileft' Ae  eittieflliVe  fcveHt^  of 
the  winter  drive  them  from  the  woods,  fodnfcr  thaft  they  intended;  th«yr  rc:^ 
turti  ni3t  Until  April  6r  May ;  attd  they  then'  apply  thdtnfelvcS  to itHfc  culti- 
vation 6f  their  lands.  Bath  is  the  feht  of  &  cviftohi-*ht)iifey  br  a  poricfentv^. 
as  they  call  it.     Its  exports  amounted,  in  the  year  1791,  to  the  Value 
of  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-l^en  dollars;  in  171^2, 
to  thirty-feven  thbufand  and  two  dollars ;  Irt'  \  H)3i  to  forty  -five  t^ou- 
fkhd  tWe'^Undl-ed  and  fifty-^ne '  dollars  ?    Ih  ircHi  to  tv^enty^thfec 
thoufatid  fix  hundltd  dnd  fortv-f6ur  dollars;- ift'  17^B,   to  thiTty-four 
thoufand  fix  hutidk^d  and ififty-'hirte  dottardi'  ■  io  rjrhiflib  iM  oj  1  fu, 

^:  In  the  diflrid  of  Brunfwick,  which  bofcfefs  OlV'thkf '  of*  Bith,' the  foil 
is,  in  general,  poor,  and  aimr  ft  cveiywheit  ii  'dry  fertd.  '  It'afRjfds  no 
tffctsi  btlt  '^  white  fir, 'the  vi^^hite birch,  and  the  filvtil  fir,  itoHc  of  I^Mch 
\i  of  any  vei^  confi^er&'ble  growth.  It  iy  hut  vdry'imperfexJWyiclcarediand 
.cultivated.  Few  h^bitatiortti  arc  to  be  feeh.  tDnthe  tbad!,  I  found  oftly  tWo 
3'--^  -       or 
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or  th*cc  fmall  villages,  or  rather  hamlets.     The  firft  of  them,  at  which  I 
dined,  confifts  of  thirty  of  forty  houfes.     Of  thefe,  fome  are  pretty  neat. 
The  people  who  live  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  fea-coaft,  have  no  em- 
ployments but  thofe  of  husbandry,  and  fome  occafional  hunting.     The 
land  ufiially  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  buihels  of  maixe,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  buihels  of  potatoes,  eighteen  buihels  of  rye.    The  culture  which 
tt  receives,  is  but  little.     There  is  a  little  wheat,  and  fome  barley,  like- 
wiie  raiied  here.  ?.     j^  /;  .  ■    '        ],-■ 

i;  The  vicinity  of  the  iea,  and  the  high  wages  which  failors  have,  for 
(bme  time,  been  wont  to  receive,  produces,  among  the  young  people,  a 
very  general  preference  for  a  fea-faring  life.    Labourers  in  agriculture  arc, 
confequently,  more  difficult  to  be  procured,  and  demand  higher  wages ; 
they  expeA  ten  or  eleven  dollars  a  month.     The  meadows  yield  a  good 
deal  of  hay.     This  is  an  article  of  primary  neceffity ;  for  the  cattle  muil 
be  kept,  for  fix  or  ieven  months  of  the  year,  in  the  flails ;  and  during  this 
time,  hay  is  their  only  forage.     Each  cow  or  bullock  confumes  nearly 
fix  thoufand  pounds  of  hay,  and  feventy  or  eighty  buihels  of  maize. 
-    The  othdr  village  in  Brunfwick,  which  I  pafied  through,  lies  five  miles 
fiirther.     The  thirty  or  forty  families  which  live  here  together,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amareikoghin,  are  ufually  employed  in  ihip-building,  and 
fome  little  traffic.     Three  ihips  have  been  lately  built  here ;  and  c^er 
ten  belong,  alfo,  to  this  fmall  town.     But,  almoil  all  the  veiTcls  built  in 
thefe  creeks,  are  the  property  of  merchants  who  refide  '  i  the  more  con- 
fiderable  neighbouring  towns.     Moil  of  the  houfes  of    his  fmall  place, 
(land  on  the  ihore  of  the  bay  of  Cafco.     This  bay,  of  which  one  arm  is 
of  great  extent,  advances,  here,  thirty  miles  inland.    Ships  built  in  Brunf- 
wick, or  belonging  to  it,  take  in  their  ladings  at  Brick  Illands,  ten  miles 
farther  down  the  bay.     The  bay  of  Cafco  again  attrads  tlie  traveller's 
notice  near  Trueport,  a  neighbouring  townihip,  in  which  the  fhip-build-» 
ing  bufincfs  is  not  carried  on  to  greater  extent  than  here,  and  of  which 
the  land  is  as  dry  and  iandy  as  that  of  Brunfwick,  in  thofe  places  where 
the  two  townlhips  are  conterminous,  but  becomes  better  at  a  diilance 
iirom  that  border.    ....... 

3N  NOl^TH 
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NORTH  YARMOUTH^ 

North  Yarmouth  has  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  town.  A  number  of 
houfes,  and  of  labourers  of  all  forts,  are  here  aflemblcd  upon  one  fpot.  It 
lies  on  a  fmall  creek  of  the  bay  of  Cafco,  where  it  receives  the  waters  of 
Royal  River ;  a  ftream  of  which  the  courfe  is  only  fifty-eight  miles  from; 
its  head  to  the  fea,  and  which  is  navigable  only  by  fmall  boats.  Tliis. 
little  fpot  of  earth  is  the  fcene  of  a  great  deal  of  bufmefs.  Three  ihips, 
of  which  one  was  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  were  lately  built 
here ;  not  to  reckon  two  others,  which  were  begun  in  the  prcfent  year,, 
and  are  already  in  the  water.  Here  are  mills  of  different  kinds.  The  land 
is  fomewhat  better  cultivated,  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  fea  is  too  far 
diflant,  to  draw  the  people  away  from  agriculture,  to  the  fifhery.  The 
houfes  are  of  better  flrudure  than  elfewhere,  in  that  part  of  this  difbid, 
through  which  the  highway  leads.  Potafhes  arc  now  becoming  an  ar- 
ticle of  trade.  Some  few  merchants  have  their  dwellings  in  North  Yar- 
mouth. Three  or  four  agree  to  build  a  ihip  jointly,  and  trade  with  it : 
the  captain  adds  his  fhare :  a  cargo  is  Ihipped  on  board  it,  fdr  the  com- 
mon account  of  the  company :  a  voyage  is  then  made,  perhaps  to  tha 
Antilles,  or  to  Europe :  and  by  the  return,  of  the  veflel,  a  foreign  cargo  is 
imported  to  Boilon.  It  is  not,  however,  common  for  Ihips  to  fail  for 
Europe,  or  the  Antilles,  from  this  port.  For  the  mofl  part,  thefe  vcf- 
fcls  are  employed  in  carrying  wood  to  Boflon  or  New  York  ;  though  the 
price  of  wood  be  higher  here  than  in  the  places  before  mentioned,  and 
amount  even  to  ten  or  twelve  fhillings  a  cord.  The  fettlements  extend 
about  feventy  miles  backward  from  North  Yarmouth,  into  the  interior 
coimtry.  .    .  ,jab/io:      ..  .      vV' 
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'  I  camt,  on  Sunday,  to  Portland ;  and  was  furprifed  to  find  the  inns  fo 
decent  and  well  kept,  in  a  part  of  the  country  fo  remote,  and  fo  rarely 
vifitcd  by  travellers.  The  inn  at  North  Yarmouth  is  fmall,.  jK  fi:*od; 
and  few  hoflcffcs  in  France,  are  fo  attentive  as  Mrs.  Cota.    between 

'  '"■      '^''''    ""^, '■...-.      North 
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North  Yarmouth  and  Portland,  the  land  is  moderately  fertile,  and  at  the 
iame  time  confiderably  populous.  The  many  fmall  wooden  houfes  to 
be  feen,  being  conftruded,  in  no  very  flrong  nor  elegant  manner,  of  logs 
or  deals,  do  not  indicate,  by  their  exterior  appearance,  either  wealth  or 
clK^anlinefs.  An  European  traveller  is,  therefore,  not  a  little  liirprifed  to 
iee  a  number  of  elegant  women  come  out  of  thefc  huts,  all  wearing 
falhionable  hats  and  head-drefles  with  feathers,  handfome  cloaks,  and 
the  reft  of  tlieir  drefs  fiiitable  to  this.  Such  is  the  fhow  which  thefe  fe- 
males make,  every  Simday  morning,  when  the  weather  is  fufficiently  fair 
to  encourage  them  to  go  to  church.  The  men  go  equally  fine.  Biit 
thofe  females  who  are  prevented  from  going  abroad  in  the  morning, 
by  their  cookery,  the  w^afliing  of  their  kitchen-dilhes,  the  milking  of  the 
cows,  or  the  feeding  of  the  fwine,  attend  the  church  only  in  the  after- 
noon, and  come  lefs  folicitou%  drcfled  out  in  tlicir  finery.  They  arc 
almoft  all  tall  and  good-looking ;  fome  of  them,  arc  even  very  handn 


/.Portland  is  feated  on  a  peninfula,  which  juts  out  Into  the  bay.  To 
reach,  it  by  the  v/ay  of  that  ifthmus  which  conncdls  the  peninfula  with 
the  land,  you  are  obliged,  in  coming  from  North  Yarmouth,  to  go  more 
than  three  miles  about.  But,  a  bridge  is  now  in  building  acrofs  that  arm 
of  the  bay,  which  gives  occafion  for  the  prefent  circuitous  approach  to 
the  towii.  The  bridge  is  built  by  fubfcriptioh,  and  is  half  finifhed* 
When  it  fhall  be  completed,  and  fhall  be  found  to  have  fufficient  ftrength 
to  endure  the  ordinary  currents  of  the  tide,  its  periodical  overflowings, 
and  the  winds  which  often  rage  here  with  tremendous  fury ;  it  will  then 
prove  exceedingly  ufeful.  At  prefent,  I  Ihould  doubt,  whether  fufficient 
folidity  can  be  given  to  a  bridge  in  this  fituation.  „'>  -r^ 

nx  This  town  of  Portland  may  be  reckoned  handfome.  That  part  of  it 
-which  is  called  the  New  Town,  really  confifts  of  houfes  of  a  very  good 
appearance.  The  Old  Town,  which  was  burnt  by  the  Engliih,  in  the 
ivar  that  ended  in  the  freedom  of  America,  is  compofed  of  mean  houles, 
.the  habitations  of  the  poorer  people.  The  quays  are  few ;  and  under 
them^  ihips  receiving  or  difcharging  their  ladings,  can  lie  with  fafety : 

H*-t  3  N  2  ,       adjolnin,? 
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adjoining  are  fpacious  ftorc-houlcs  for  the  reception  of  goods.  The  road 
is  good  and  fafe.  This  road  makes  a  part  of  Cafco  Bay,  a  branch  of 
which  extends  from  Brunfwick  as  far  as  Portland ;  and  in  any  part  of 
this  branch,  fliips  of  any  burthen  may  find  good  anchorage.  The  great 
inconvenience  of  this  bay  is,  that  it  is  acceffible  at  fix  or  feven  different 
places,  {o  that,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  (hips  lying  in  it,  could  not  well  efcape 
being  furprifed  by  an  enemy  from  one  entrance  or  another.  That  open* 
ing  into  the  bay,  to  which  Portland  is  contiguous,  is  more  than  two  miles 
wide.  Of  confequence,  guns  difcharged  from  the  two  oppoiite  iides. 
Could  not  project  their  ihots  fo  far,  as  to  make  them  crofs  each  other ; 
and  the  execution  which  could  be  done  from  forts  would  not  be  fufK- 
cient  to  guard  the  entrance. 

They  are  at  prcfent,  conftrudung,  on  the  fite  of  an  old  earthen  breaft- 
work,  a  fortification  which  they  expeft  to  command  the  town,  and 
to  render  it,  at  Icaft,  fecure  from  the  invafton  of  an  enenay.  This 
new  fortification  {lands  at  the  extreme  point  of  the  peninfula  on  which 
Portland  is  iltuate,  ahd  conAfts  of  a  battery  of  fifteen  or  twenty  heavy  can- 
non of  large  calibre,  commanding  that  wide  entrance  of  the  bay  ^hicfa 
was  above  mentioned.  This  battery  is  to  have,  by  means  of  a  covered 
way,  a  communication  with  a  finall  fort  at  the  difbmce  of  four  or  "Bve 
hundred  toifes,  which  it  has  alfo  been  thought  neceiiary  to  ered  on 
the  higheft  part  of  this  iilhmus.  The  fort  isfufficienit  to  hold  tw6 
hundred  men.  If  PiWtland  were  a  place  of  greater  firength,  inaccefilble 
without  very  confiderable  difficulty,  and  if  there  were  a  ftrong  garrifbn 
always  ready  for  its  defence ;  this  fortrefs,  o.r  a  more  confiderable  citaxtel, 
iti  its  fituation,  and  communicating  widi  the  town,  might  then  be  of 
great  importance.  But,  fince  the  natural  fituation  of  the  town  is  ib  little 
capable  of  defence,  works  like  thefc  can  never  become  ferviceable  in 
any  due  proportion  to  the  trouble  and  expence.  Portland  is,  how- 
ever, a  place  which  an  enemy  can  never  have  an  intcreft  to  keep  poffef- 
fion  of.  If  feized  by  an  enenfiy,  it  would  only  be  fet  on  fi^re,  and  then 
abandoned.  Two  or  three  fhips  crews  would  be  equal  to  the  enteiprife. 
When  the  garrifon  are  unable  to  maintain  the  batteries,  they  muft  then 
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retire  into  the  fort ;  and  there,  what  more  can  thej  do,  except  procure 
for  themfelves  the  honours  of  a  capitulation  ?     I  cannot,  therefore,  fee 
any  ufe  in  thefe  fortifications.     In  1770,  an  Engliih  frigate  burnt  three- 
fourths  of  Falmouth,  of  which  Portland  was  a  part.     In  17  86,  the  (late 
of  MaiTachufetts  united  the  other  remaining  parts  of  Falmouth  with 
Portland,  giving  to  the  whole  the  common  name  of  Portland. 
i.jThe  trade  of  Portland  is  earned  on  in  feventy  fhips  of  various  bur- 
then, all  belonging  to  the  town.    Many  of  them  fail  to  Europe,  though 
oftener  to  the  Antilles.  About  twenty  arc  engaged  in  the  fiihery  of  cod, 
which  are  taken  among  the  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay.     The 
merchants  in  Portland  are  numerous ;    but  none  among  them  poifefs 
great  capitals.      As  Portland,   and  the  parts  adjacent,  are  not  equal  to 
the  confiimption  of  the  cargoes  which  the  fhips  import  in  return  for 
the  exports ;.  thefe  are  generally  carried  to  Boilon^  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal^ mart  for  foreign  commodities.     The  want  of  money  occafions  a 
g^cat^  proportion  of  them  to  be  fent  to  the  capitd,  than  is  for  the 
advjantage  of  this  place :  and  hence,  while  the  fliore-houfes  of  Portland 
are  negle<^ed,  the  goods,  which  might  be  l^cre  bought  and  fold  at  a  more 
x«afonable  rate,  axe  bought  by  the  people  of  this  neighbourhood,  at  an 
exorbitant  price,  in  Boflon; 

In  1 78.5,  the  tonnage  of  the  united  townfhips  of  Falmouth  and  Portland 
Amounted  to  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-one  tons  in  the  foreign 
trade  ;  fixteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight  in  tlie  fifhcry  and  the  cqailing- 
trade ;  in  all^  fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ^xty-nine  tons,  in  0<^ober 
179s,  the  tonnage  of  the  fhips,  regiftered  for  that  year,  was  ei^ht  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  eight  tons  in  the  foreign  trade,  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ninety  in  the  coafiing- trade  and  fifhery;  in  all,  thirteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- eight  tons.  /  The  value  of  the  ex- 
ports from  Portland,  was,  in  1791,  feventy-four  thoufapd  eight  bun- 
dled and  four  dollars;  in  17Q2,  one  hundred  and  five  thoufand  one 
.hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars ;  1 793,  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  thou- 
4fnd  fiinc  bundred^md  twenty-one  dollars ;  1 7Q4,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
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fiioufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  ;   1 705,  one  hundred  and  toy-' 
five  Choufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars.  ^ 

There  is,  as  yet  no  regular  market  for  provifions  in  Portland.  This 
fmall,  though  handfome,  town  confifts  of  about  three  hundred '  houfes, 
which  may- contain  two  thoufand  three  hundred  fouls.  The  Prefbyte- 
rians  have  here  two  churches;  the  Epifcopalians  one.  Schools  have 
^Ifo  been  eftablifhed  here^  which  are  faidto  be  pretty  good.  Lots  of 
ground,  for  buiiding^in  tJac  town,  are  ^t  a  price  which  may  be  reckoned 
high ;  and  land,  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  coils  twenty  dollars  an  acre. 
Portland  is  the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  which  con* 
tains  about  twenty-four  thouiand  Inhabitants. 

,,:  ,  :j,:).  ,  n\  ,„.  BIDDEFORD.— MR.  THATCHER.  ,,.;  jj,;-    ,  ,  ..j^ 

■  The  nearer  you  approach  to  Bofton,  ib  much  the  more  does  the  \<^hdli 
country  appear  to  aflume  an  dr  of  bufinefs  and  induftry.  Not  a  creek 
but  ihips  are  in  building,  in  it ;  not  a  ritttr's  mouth  fo  imall,  butmcTf 
trhant  companies  are  there  in  poffeffion  tif  IHips,  which  they  either  hire 
out  or  lade  on  their  own  account:  No  iituatioit  where  a  mill  could 
flaii'd,  on  -Whifch- there  has  not  been  a  mill  eredled.  -Falmouth,  Peppers- 
borough,  Saga,  Biddeford,  Kennebeck,  Berwick,  carry  on  a  trade  fiir-iti- 
perior  to  that  of  the  imall  towns  through  which  I  uid  paflcd  on  my  way 
'hither.  The  land' is,  however,  negle&ed;  but.theibil  is  worft  in  thfc 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  ica.  ^ii^usA  i  .   »>  t  ,  ..     :  r 

■''  Inl*ort4and  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Davres,  a  young  lawyer, 
whom,  as  well  as  Mr.  Lee,  I  had  ieen  at  the  houie  of  Greneral  Knox, 
by  whom  he "  is  much  eileemed,  on  account  of  his  agreeable  man- 
ners, integrity,  and  ikill  in  his  profeflion.  At  Biddeford,  I  ilopped  to 
dine  at  the 'houie  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  another  lawyer,  whom  I  had 
feen  at  the  court- houie  in  Penobfcot.  Mr.  Thatcher  is,  likewiie,  a 
member  of  the  Congrefs.  He  lives  at  the  diilance  of  two  miles  from  -the 
town,  in  a  fmall  and  mean  houfe,  which  would' be  difdainedby  the  pet- 
,tieil4W?ca/inall,Fxance.    Oppoiite  to. his  bouf^;,  on  the  odier  iide  of 
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die  highway,  is  another- hut,  not  more  than  twelve  feet  I'quare,  very 
(lightly  conftnided  of  boards>  carelefsly  fixed  at  the  foundation,  and  hang- 
ing over  a  declivity  of  the  road,  which  is  his  confultation-room,  his  cham- 
ber for  bufincfs,  and  his  library.     He  has  about  two  thoufand  volumes, 
books  of  law,  hiflory,  morality,  and  general  literature.     He  adds  to  it  all  - 
neMi*  American  publications,  and  procures  from  England  every  other  new 
work,  which  he  underftands  to  be  valuable,  and  <:annot  find  in  America. 
He  reads  a  great  deal,  and  isa^man  of  extenfive  knowledge.     There  is  a- 
pl^afing  call  of  originality  in   his  converfation  and  in  his  whole  be- 
haviour :  But  his  notions  are  excentric,  and  often  falfe.   He  is  fingular  in. 
his  exterior  appearance,  ftiff  andfantaftic  in  his  principles,  but  liberal- 
minded,  hofpitable,  courteous,  and  kind..    He  cultivates  a  fmall  piece  of 
land,  and  lives  with  his  numerous  family  in  a  hut  in  which  they  have 
icarce,,  all,  room  to  breathe.     His  doors  are.  never  ihut ;  even  his  ftudy  is 
always  open ;  yet  nothingis  ever  ftolen  from  him.    Thefe  fimple,  unfu- 
fpijciou^  manners,  have  procured  him  the  efteem  of  his  neighbours,  as  be- 
iag;^  honeft  lawyer.     He  is,  inrpolitical  principles,  a  federalift,  but  un- 
conneAed  with  the.  intrigues  of  that  party;  and,  in  the  Congrefs,  he  cn- 
dea,vours  always  to  give  his  vote  to  reditiide,  not  to  party.    He  is  not  rich  i. 
yet  h?is  more  than  would  be  fuffieient  to  make  him  live  more  elegantly 
than  he  does  at  prefent,  if  his  humour  would  permit.    His  land  is  fertile. 
It  has  been  two  years  in  cultivation.  He  gives  it  no  manure ;  yet  it  yields, 
an  acre^,  fifty  buihels  of  maize,  or  forty  buftiels  of  barley,  and  two  hundred 
hufliels  of  potatoes.     The  meadows,  which  are  not  in  a  very  good  ftate 
of  prefervation  and  culture,  yield,  from  each,  fix  thoufand  pounds  of  hay. 
His  ploughs  and  harrows  are  of  the  fame  indifferent  make  as  thofe 
throughout  the  refl:  of  the  country.     Mr.  Thatcher  complains,  that  little 
progrefs  is  made  in  the  inftitution  of  good  fchools  in  this  country.  When 
thefe  Ihall  be .  fufficicntly  numerous,  he  cxpcds  that  every  improvement 
will  advance  with  aftoniftiing  rapidity.  •.     * 

Biddeford  belongs  to  the  fame  commercial  diftridt  with  Pepperborougli. 
The  value  of  the  exports  was,  in  the  year  17Q1,  twenty-fix  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  -^  in  1 792,  thirty-feven  thoufand  four  hun- 
■iuh^L.i  .  dred 
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drcd  and  (otty-dft  dollars ;  in  1 79s,  thirty-nine  thoufand  and  foufteeii 
dollars  ;  in  1 704,  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fourteen,  dollars ;  ia' 
1 795,  forty-feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars.  ^^  - 

The  River  Saga,  on  which  Biddeford  lies,  is  r  -•  gable  above  the  bridge, 
but  has  in  its  courfe  many  rapid  falls,  by  which  a  number  of  mills  are 
wrought,  and  which  prefent  a  diverfit^  of  pidurefque  and  interefting 
views  to  the  traveller.  The  way  leads  acrofs  fome  rivers,  which,  till'  wc 
reach  Berwick,  are  not  very  intercfting.  At  Berwick,  the  Biver  Sadmons- 
fall  is  of  confiderable  breadth ;  and  its  channel  is  rendered  much  broader 
and  deeper  by  the  infliuc  of  the  tide.  vi  j;:  i 


:i» 


;!u. 


BERWICK. 


•  ;u 


jj.  •)  ',1:. 


I  arrived  in  this  diftri<ft,  which  is  very  extenfive,  on  TudSay.  That 
part  in  whidi  (to  adopt  the  language  of  the  country)  buftneis  is  carried 
on,  in  other  words,  through  which  the  river  runs,  lies  feven  miles  irom 
the  place  where  I  took  up  my  abode,  and  yet  thefe  are  not  the  two  xe- 
moteft  points.  'The  town  conilfts  of  about  forty  houfes,  which  adjom 
;to  one  another.:  a  great  number  of  detached  houfes  iicirt  the  road  ^e, 
vwhich  X  am  told  is  the  cafe  throughout  the  whole  difbid.  The  coim- 
"try,  as  far  as  J  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  it,  appears  to  be  in  a  better 
ilate  jthan  that  through  which  1  pafTed  before,  although  the  foil  is  very 
ihallow  and  ftony.  The  cultivation  of  maize,  with  that  of  goitrds  in  the 
intermediate  fpace,  conflitute  the  chief  objc<fts  of  agriculture.  Rye  and 
wheat  are  raifed  in  the  more  dlflant  parts.  Mr.  Roger^  a  Quaker, 
keeps. a  very  sexccllent  inn  at  Berwick.  The  guefts  who  frequent  his 
houfe  are  not  promifcuouily  mixed  together ;  each  different  company  has 
its  feparate  fitting,  eating,  and  fleeping  rooms ;  every  thing  bears  the  ap- 
pearance Krf  the  utmoft  cleanlinefs,  care,  and  attention;  the  fervants  arc 
numerous,  and  are  employed  both  upon  the  extenfive  farm  and  the  bufi- 
nefe  of  the  inn.;  the  landlord  and  his  wife  are  perfbns  of  good  fenfc,  and 
very  obfiging  in  their  manners  ;  in  fhoft,  this  inn  was  a  kind  of  phamo- 
mcnon  of  which  1  never  yet  iaw  the  counterpart.  Mr.  Roger  does  not 
:eat  at  the  fame  table  with  his  fervants,  and  his  wife  never  goes  into  the 
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kitchen,  except  to  give  inftru6lIons«  without,  howe\'-er,  doing  any  part  of 
the  work  herfelf.  They  both  prefervc  a  proper  authority  over  their  fcr- 
vants,  and  thefc  entertain  a  degree  of  refpeft  for  them,  of  which  I  never 
met  with  a  parallel  inftance  fince  I  left  Europe. 

The  county  of  York,  in  which  Berwick  lies,  contains  no  more  than 
four  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  yet  is  confidered,  in  proportion  to  its  fize, 
as  the  moll  populous,  being  the  fmallcft  in  the  whole  province  of  Maine. 
Berwick  is  the  laft  townfliip  in  it.  The  entire  tradl  of  country  from 
Portland  is  in  the  moft  flourifliing  (late,  and  yet  the  foil,  in  the  general 
opinion,  is  not  accounted  Co  good  as  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Penobfcot. 
But  then  this  diftrift  has  been  longer  cultivated  and  inhabited  than  any 
other  part  o(  the  province. 

If,  unhappily,  the  troubles,  which  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to 
dread,  do  not  retard  the  progrefs  of  cultivation  in  this  country,  its  im- 
provement will  be  rapid  and  very  great.  The  more  I  reflect  upon  this 
fubjed,  I  am  convinced  of  the  importance  to  the  profpcrity  of  this  pair- 
ticular  colony,  that  perfbns  of  opulence,  and  thofc  who  poifefs  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  agriculture  fliould  iettle  in  it.  A  coimtry  fo  wretch- 
edly and  miferably  cultivated,  and  the  climate  of  which  renders  it 
ncccflary  to  houfc  cattle  in  ftalls  fix  months  in  the  year,  (lands  in  need 
of  very  great  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  colonift,  and  QUght, 
by  cultivation,  to  be  made  produ^ivc  enough  to  yield  the  fupply  of  fo- 
rage for  the  winter,  which  is  nccelTary  to  a  numerous  breed  of  cattle. 
The  foil,  therefore,  mull  be  well  prepared,  the  labour  maturely  digelled, 
and  the  planters  mull  poflefs  an  adequate  capital  to  carry  their  plans  into 
execution.  It  is  by  thefc  means  alone  that  the  difadvantagc  of  the  cli- 
mate can  be  obviated ;  for  climate  alone  is  never  the  caule  of  great  injury 
to  the  farmers  ;  and  thofe  of  the  fettlcrs  who  now  poflefs  little  knowledge 
of  agriculture,  would  profit  from  the  example  of  the  more  experienced, 
and  opulent,  *  '    *"    •  «'•    '     '  > 
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■      GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE.       • 
Prcvioully  to  taking  my  laft  larcwcU  of  Maine,  I  Ihall  offer  a  few  re- 
marks on  its  hillory,  and  its  prcfcnt  ftate. 

^omc  attempts  to  fettle  a  colony  in  this  place,  in  the  vicinity  of  New- 
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caftle,  were  made  by  the  Dutch  in  1625,  and  even  at  the  early  period  of 
1007,  but  without  efFed.  In  1635,  a  Spaniard,  of  the  name  of  Ferdi- 
nand Georges,  was  prefcnted,  by  the  Council  of  the  Plymouth  Society, 
with  a  large  tradt  of  country  between  the  Rivers  Pucataqua  and  Kenne- 
bec. This  was  Hiortly  after  augnicnted  by  the  Englilh  Government, 
which  extended  the  limits  of  Georges's  jurifdi^lion  to  a  greater  compaia 
than  it  had  hitherto  done  in  the  cafe  of  any  individual.  Cieorgcs  formed 
a  kind  of  democratical  government,  which  continued  till  his  death,  when 
this  colony  voluntarily  fubmitted  itfelf  to  the  dominion  of  Maflachufetts. 
In  1691,  under  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  whole  of  this  dif- 
tri<5l  to  Nova  Scotia  was  incorporated  with  MaiTachulett, ;  the  terri- 
tories, which  were  then  comprifed  under  the  names  of  Maine  and  Sae;a- 
dahock,  did  not  extend  to  a  greater  diftance  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  fca.  The  more  remote  parts  were  refcrved  to  the  crown. 
The  American  revolution  has  annexed  the  whole  to  the  Maflachufetts, 
From  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  in  a  ftatcment  of 
the  fale  of  lands  fmce  the  revolution,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which  Hill  re- 
main to  be  difpofed  of,  it  appears,  that  feven  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  acres  have  been  already  fold ;  that  one  million,  which  have  been 
allotted,  ftill  remain  to  be  purchaied ;  and  that,  on  an  average,  there  arc 
ieven  millions  of  acres  which  have  not  been  meafured,  exclufively  of  a 
number  of  iflands.  Befides  thefe  lands,  which  are  the  property  of  the 
State,  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand  acres  have  been 
given  to  the  fchools  and  public  inflitutions.  "        •   •  --l-  --     ** 

The  population  of  the  province  of  Maine  is  computed  to  exceed,  at 
prcfent,  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  According  to  Morfe,  this 
province  contains  forty  thoufand  fquare  miles,  or  twenty-four  millions 
fix  hundred  thoufand  acres,  which  gives  but  a  very  fmall  population  of 
not  more  than  two  and  a  half  inhabitants  to  each  fquare  mile  ;  in  all  pro- 
bability the  great  quantity  of  land,  which  is  vefled  in  the  hands  of  the 
fpeculators  in  the  town,  is  a  great  drawback  upon  the  increafe  of  popula- 
tion. The  befl  part  of  the  province  lies  between  the  rivers  Kennebec 
and  Penobfcot,  particularly  in  the  diflriA  at  the  diflance  of  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  the  fea. 

NEW 
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/   ^  NEW  HAMrSIIIRE.--DOVER.         J^  *- 

On  leaving  the  province  of  Maine,  the  traveller  palies  through  Dover 
into  New  Hampfhirc.  The  greater  part  of  the  houfes  in  this  very  popu- 
lous diftri6l,  arc  fituatcd  on  the  River  Cocheco,  which  empties  itfelf  a 
little  belovv^  the  tovv^n  into  the  Pifcataqua.  Dover  borders  on  a  fmall 
ridge  of  mountains,  extending  between  the  Pifcatiicua  and  the  Rivcr 
Back,  which  command  a  profped:  of  a  great  number  of  rivers,  bays,  cul- 
tiA'ated  and  inhabited  promontories,  terminating  at  a  confidcrable  dif- 
tance  in  the  mountains  of  New  Hampihire.  This  profpeil  is  beautiful 
and  grand  ;  a  fort  eredcd  on  this  ^pot  would  very  advantagcoufly  pro- 
teft  the  entrance  Into  the  country.  It  is  currently  ailcrted,  that  the  ori- 
ginal inhabitants,  who  came  hither  in  lOSO,  cftabliflied  thcmfelves  on 
this  eminence ;  but  that  commercial  convenience  induced  them  gradu- 
ally to  prefer  their  prefent  refidencc  at  Dover  to  this  charming  fpot. 
Dover  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  which  contains  twenty- 
four  thoufand  inhabitants ;  Dover  is  reckoned  to  hold  two  thoufand. 
There  arc  two  roads  from  Dover  to  Portfmouth;  the  one  five  miles 
ihorter  than  the  other,  and  bordering  on  the  fea-coaft.  Thoic  who  tra- 
vel this  way  crofs  the  river  in  a  ferry-boat.  The  other  road  runs  further 
up  into  the  country,  and  paffes  over  a  bridge  acrois  the  Pifcataqua,  which 
was  completed  only  laft  year,  and  is,  beyond  difpute,  the  fineft  in  all 
America.  .'-^      '■■  ;•','■  ^.i-- ...       •.,:'.  ■         .- 

This  bridge  is  built  of  wood,  in  the  form  of  an  angle,  the  two  iides 
meeting  together  on  an  ifland  in  the  centre,  and  it  is  two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  feet  in  length.  Notwithftanding  its  extent, 
it  has  nothing  remarkable,  excepting  this  great  length,  and  a  width  of 
five  hundred  feet.  It  refts  upon  piles,  but  one  part  of  it,  near  the  ifland 
in  the  centre,  has  an  arch  two  hundred  and  forty- four  feet  nine  inches  in 
width,  the  pillars  of  which  on  the  fides  do  not  lland  on  the  ground,  but 
are  fupportcd  entirely  by  a  fcafFolding  of  wood.  This  arch,  which  gains 
great  ilrcngth  and  (lability  from  its  pillars  and  fupports,  rifcs  at  its  high- 
eft  point  one  hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  fifty  feet  above 
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the  ordinary  water-mark.  The  bridge,  bcfides  the  balluflrade  on  each 
lide,  which  enclofe  as  well  this  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  is  intcrfe<5led  in 
the  middle  by  pallifadoes,  which  run  parallel  with  the  balluftrade,  and 
add  confiderably  to  the  ftrength  of  the  arch,  which  rifely  ten  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  bridge,  and  of  courfe  renders  the  declivity  on  each  fide 
pretty  fteep.  The  bridge  is  unqueftlonably  fine,  but  even  the  little 
archite<?lural  knowledge  which  I  poffefs  convinces  me,  that  the  engineers 
in  France  would  be  able  to  improve  upon  and  beautify  it,  w  ithout.  any 
detriment  to  its  {lability.  The  reafon  for  conftrudling  this  high  arch  is, 
to  give  the  fmall  veffels,  which  are  built  on  the  river,  or  which  navigate 
it,  the  means  of  failing  through  it,  for  which  purpofe  it  opens  likcwife 
in  two  other  places,  i- :     : 


.  » 


IV 


PORTSMOUTH. 


Portfmouth  is  fituatcd  about  five  miles  from  this  bridge,  in  a  kind  of 
bay,  formed  by  the  Ptfcataqua  before  it  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  ocean. 
On  the  arms  of  the  bay,  or  on  the  rivers  which  fall  into  it,  lie  Dover, 
Exeter,  and  Derham,  little  towns  in  New  Hamplhire,  in.  which  a  few 
fliips  are  built,  and  fomc  trade  carried  on.  Portfmouth  is,  however,  the 
only  harbour  in  New  Hampfhire  ;  this  province,  on  the  fide  of  the  fea,  has 
not  a  greater  extent  than  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles.  The  harbour  is 
remarkable  for  its  fafe  anchorage,  and  its  great  depth  of  water.  The 
nature  of  its  entrance,  which  makes  it  necefl*ary  for  all  vefi^els  to  fail  into 
it  through  a  very  narrow  channel,  renders  its  defence  very  ealy. 

The  commerce  of  Portfmouth  has  experienced  very  little  increafe  fincc 
the  American  revolution  ;  on  the  contrary  it  has  vifibly  fallen  off  with- 
in thefe  laft  five  or  fix  years.  The  very  confiderable  numbei  of  fliips  it 
formerly  pofifeffed  have  been  fold  to  other  ports,  and  more  than  half  of 
thofe,  which  are  annually  built  here,  have  the  fame  dcftination*.  The 
.    trade  in  fliips  confl:itutes  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  the  commerce 


^  For  a  more  circumftantial  account  of  the  trade,  the  tonnage  and  exports  fromPortf- 
mouth,  the  1-cader  is  referred  to  tlie  Diary  of  the  Journey  of  179C. 
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of  Portrmouth,  which  is  univerTilly  acknowledged  to  excel  in  the  art  of 
{hip-building.  Prior  to  the  American  war,  many  veffcls  were  built  here 
for  England.  Independently  of  the  demand  from  the  latter  quarter  being 
flopped,  wood  is  now  become  much  fcarccr  and  dearer  in  Portfmouth, 
and  the  price  of  Ihipping  is  of  courfe  confiderably  advanced.  Wood  fetches 
now  twenty  dollars  per  ton  from  the  timber  merchants,  and  fifty-five 
dollars  per  ton  when  worked  up  into  veflels.     r;.'  •  '.       : 

Notwithftanding,  however,  this  incontrovertible  decreafe  of  the  trade 
of  Portfmouth,  the  value  of  ground  in  the  town  is  moft  extravagantly 
high.  A  lot  of  ground,  forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  eighty-four  in  depth 
(with  a  fmall  quay),  was  lately  fold  for  the  fum  of  feventeen  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  icvcnty-feven  dollars.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  land 
fetches,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil,  from  thirty-three  to  ninety 
dollars  per  acre.  The  circumjacent  country  of  Portfmouth  is  very  fine ; 
the  eftates  well  parcelled  out  ihto  meadows,  although  the  land,  which 
is  the  moft  appropriated  to  this  ufc,  is  often  encumbered  with  large 
rocks.  In  the  remote  parts,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  diftrids, 
are  faid  to  be  very  populous,  land  fetches  from  two  to  three  dollars  per 
acre,  and  I  am  told  it  is  very  excellent.  An  inhabitant  of  Portfmouth, 
whofc  eftate  lies  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  that  town, 
affured  me,  that  it  produced,  the  firft  year  of  its  being  cultivated,  forty, 
and  the  fucceeding  year  thirty  buihels  of  wheat  per  acre.  But  as  this 
pcrfon  has  a  large  quantity  of  land  to  difpofc  of,  it  may  perhaps  be  no 
more  than  prudent  to  receive  his  aflertions  with  caution.  •  Wheat  cofts, 
in  this  diftant  countr}',  from  five  to  fix  Ihillings  per  bulhcl.  In  Hamp- 
ihire,  as  well  as  in  New  England,  the  dollar  is  valued  at  fix  fhillings. 

The  common  pay  of  labourers  in  New  Hampfhire  is  from  fix  to  eight 
dollars  a  week,  and  they  are  procured  without  much  difficulty.  The 
price  of  cattle  is  the  fame  as  in  that  part  of  the  province  of  Maine,  which 
borders  on  this  country.  Provifions  are  very  plentiful  in  Portfmouth,  and 
are  fold  in  a  market,  which  is  extremely  well  furniflied.  Fire-wood  fells 
from  five  to  fix  dollars  per  cord.     li,  i.  >.i  ^i  li  t;ii,v>tng^i.lj  ^hiu  ,iuii  ;. .  .  i.    ' 

In  the  province  only  one  paper  is  publiilied  twice  a  week,  and  that  in 

•'c'v  Portland. 
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Portland.  It  has  a  pretty  extenfive  fale,  and  is  read  with  avidity.  In  New 
Hamp(hire  a  great  variety  of  newfpapers  are  printed.  Portfmouth  has 
three,  Dover  two,  and  Dartmouth,  on  the  river  Connedicut,  where  the 
college  is  eftablifhed,  has  one. 

In  Portrmouth  every  man  is  a  politician,  and  a  very  warm  one  too.  The 
majority  are  evidently  averfe  to  the  treaty  with  England.  The  advocates 
for  that  mcafare,  afcribe  this  hoftik  fpirit  to  Mr.  Langdon,  one  of  the 
^  ten  fenators,  who  voted  againfl  its  ratification.  I  cannot  take  upon  myfclf 
to  determine  the  extent  of  this  gentleman's  influence,  and  whether  he  has 
any  control  in  this  refped:  over  the  public  opinion,  as  to  his  political  tranf- 
at^lions ;  but  it  is  very  natural  to  conclude,  that  the  number  of  arguments, 
which  have  been  advanced  againfl:  it,  muil  have  made  a  ftrong  impreflion 
upon  thofe,  who  have  no  intereft  in  the  meafure.  The  people  of  America 
are,  in  this  point,  exa<^ly  in  the  fame  predicament  as  the  inhabitants  of 
France  fince  the  revolution,  and  as  the  Englilh  arc,  fince  they  have  be- 
come apprehenfive  of  its  confequences.  They  confider  each  other,  when- 
ever they  diiagree  in  politics,  as  jacobins,  or  rafcals ;  or  as  ariflocrats,  or 
rafcals.  Thofe  who  do  not  admire  the  treaty  with  England  are  looked 
upon  by  the  one  party  as  guilhi'mj/is,  whilft  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty, 
on  the  other  hand,  decry  every  man  as  an  enemy  of  public  liberty,  and  as 
a  penfioner  to  England,  who  does  not  execrate  the  meafure,  and  vote  for 
the  hanging  of  Jay,  who  concluded  it.  This  violence  of  opinion,  thefe 
political  extremes,  are  to  be  met  with  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  in  all 
cities.  The  country  people,  of  all  ranks,  are  very  quiet,  and  wifli  for 
peace,  and  the  due  obfervancc  of  the  laws  and  good  order  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  harvefls.  The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not  bellow  a 
moment's  thought  upon  the  treaty, ;  and  even  among  thofe  who  do  take 
it  into  confideration,  there  are  many,  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
avow  "  their  diilike  to  the  meafure ;  that  they  place  no  confidence  in 
"  the  Engliih,"  &c.  never  fail  to  add — ^"  but  if  we  had  not  ratified  the 
**  iaid  treaty,  we  mud,  by  all  accounts,  have  been  plunged  into  a  war  with 
"  England,  and,  therefore,  it  is  well  the  treaty  took  place."  Still  oftcner 
4o  we  .hear :  **  Our  aged  father,  the  Pcei)dcnt|  undcrfiands  this  matter 
..^  V       '  <«  much 
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*'  much  better  than  ourfclves ;  we  will,  therefore,  leave  it  entirely  to 
"  his  management ;  he  will  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  impofcd  upon."  It 
muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  chara(fter  of  the  Prefident, 
which  till  very  lately  has  never  been  attacked,  is  at  prefent  fubjed  to 
much  animadverflon. 

MR.  LANGDON. 

T  paiTed  two  days  with  this  fenator,  who  warmly  oppofed  the  treaty 
with  England.  He  gave  me  an  invitation,  whilft  I  was  in  Philadelphia. 
He  is  a  man  of  the  firft  importance  in  Portfmouth.  He  was  originally 
mate  of  a  merchant  Ihip,  afterwards  captain,  and  then  merchant.  He 
has  acquired  a  very  large  fortune,  in  addition  to  his  paternal  inheritances. 
He  is  allowed  to  poiJefs  great  knowledge  of  ihip-building,  in  which  he  has 
{peculated  deeply.  It  was  he  who  built  the  Ihip,  which  the  United  States 
of  America  prefentcd  to  France.  At  prefent  he  has  bade  a  farewel  to 
trade,  and  invefted  all  his  property  in  land.  During  the  revolution,  he 
was  a  friend  to  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Madifon  ;  and  in  the  debates,  which 
took  place  on  the  fubje^i  of  the  new  conftitution,  he  went  over,  on 
the  fcparation  of  the  two  parties,  to  the  oppofition.  Be  his  political 
charadcr,  however,  what  it  may,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  difplay  a 
greater  attachment  to  his  country,  or  better  principles.  He  is  extremely 
friendly,  affable,  and  unafFe6lcd,  and  received  me  in  the  kindeft  manner, 
as  a  ftranger  ought  to  be  received,  without  unneceflary  form  and  cere- 
mony. He  is  reputed  to  be  very  rich,  and  his  ftile  of  living  proves  it. 
He  has  been  married  twenty  years,  and  his  lady  appears  ftill  as  beautiful 
and  fprightly,  as  if  ihe  were  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  His  daughter, 
Mifs  Eliza,  Is  uncommonly  amiable  and  pleafmg. 

General  Knox  had  given  me  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr. 
ScHEFF,  a  merchant  in  the  town.  The  known  difference  of  their  po- 
litical opinions  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Langdon  from  introducing  me  to 
that  gentleman,  with  whom  he  afterwards  breakfafted  in  my  company. 
Mr.  Scheef  carries  on  more  bufmefs  than  almoll  any  merchant  in  Portf- 
mouth ;  he  was  fo  deeply  engaged,  that  I  could  only  have  his  company 

for  a  few  minutes. 

There 
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There  are  a  number  of  churches  In  Portfmouth,  and,  among  the  reft, 
a  Quaker's  meeting.  Very  few  members  of  this  fedl  rcfidc  in  the  town  ; 
they  are  almoft  all  farmers  in  the  circumjacent  country,  and,  like  all 
Quakers  and  farmers,  honeft,  fimple,  and  well  behaved.  ^  /  '  *  - 

The  continued  rain  occafioned  my  remaining  in  Portfmouth  a  day 
longer  than  I  originally  intended.  Hamptonfall,  where  I  pafled  the  night, 
belongs  to  the  province  of  New  Hampfliire,  and  conftitutes  the  boun- 
daries. Mr.  Wells  keeps  an  inn  in  this  place,  which  ftands  in  high  re- 
pute for  ncatnefs.  i      .'        .       ,.     .      _  ;-,v-.      f 
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NEWBURY  PORT. 
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Before  you  arrive  at  Newbury  Port,  you  have  to  crofs  the  river  Mer- 
rimack, by  means  of  abridge,  which,  prior  to  the  building  of  that  throWn 
over  the  Pifcataqua,  was  confidered  as  the  moft  elegant  in  all  New  Eng- 
land. It  is  at  leaft  Ihorter  by  one-third  than  the  latter,  and  the  arch, 
which  meafures  only  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  width,  is  fupported 
by  a  crooked  piece  of  timber,  meafuring  twenty  feet,  which  gives  the 
bridge,  at  firft  fight,  a  heavy  appearance.  Along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
before  you  come  to  this  bridge,  lies  Newbury  Newtown,  a  pretty  exten- 
fivc  village,  where  a  number  of  Ihips  are  built,  which  are  afterwards 
equipped,  and  freighted  in  Newbury  Port.  Mr.  Langdon  had  furniflicd 
me  with  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  his  friend  Jackson,  from  whom 
I  flattered  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  receiving  fome  information  relative 
to  the  town  and  its  trade.  But  this  gentleman  being  abfent  in  Bofton,  I 
was  obliged  to  content  myfelf  with  the  intelligence  I  could  procure  from 
Ibme  inhabitants,  whom  I  found  in  the  inn.  I  learnt  that  the  trade  of 
this  town,  which,  as  well  as  that  of  Portfmouth,  had  decayed  very  much 
fince  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  was,  for  the  lad  years,  confiderably  on 
the  advance ;  that  it  was  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  carried  on  at  Portf- 
mouth, and  other  parts  of  Maflachuletts ;  that  the  quantity  of  tonnage 
now  employed  by  this  town,  amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  tons ;  that 
the  exports  were  valued,  in  1/01,  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars ;  in  1 792,  at  two  hundred  and  fcyenty- 
1  three 
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three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars ;  in  1 7Q3,  at  three  hun- 
dred and  leventy  thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars;  in  1 791.  at  four  hundred 
and  ninety-five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  five  dollars ;  in  1795,  at  four 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-fix  dollars ;  that  it  has 
very  few  fifliermen  ;  that  the  harbour  and  moorings  are  good,  fafc,  and 
deep,  the  quays  commodious  and  very  extcnfive.  The  town  is  almoft  as 
large  as  Portfmouth.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  fhoal  of  quickfands  at  the 
entrance  of  the  haven,  which  obftru<3:s  the  navigation  two  or  three  time* 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  To  guard  againfl  the  mifchief,  which  other- 
wife  might  befall  veflcls,  that  have  made  long  voyages,  two  light-houfes 
have  been  eredled  on  the  coaft,  one  of  which  is  moveable,  and  capable 
of  being  always  ftationed  behind  the  other,  according  to  the  adlual  fitua- 
tion  of  the  pafs.  By  fleering  their  courle  direft  againfl:  that  point,  at 
which  the  fecond  light-houfe  is  concealed  behind  the  firfl:,  veflcls  are  en- 
abled to  iail  day  and  night  into  the  harbour,  without  running  the  riik  of 
driving  on  the  {and  banks. 

Newbury  Port  is  built  on  the  river  Merrimack.  It  has  ten  public 
fchool$.  A  fbciety  of  inhabitants  of  the  town,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Sea  Company,  have  eftabliflied  a  very  benevolent  inftitution,  confifl:- 
ing  of  fcveral  fmall  houfes  on  Plumb  Ifland,  which  lies  in  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  where  perfons,  who  have  fufFered  fliipwreck,  find  fome  provi- 
fions,  fire-wood,  and  other  articles  of  immediate  necefliity. 
^v,,  Newbury  Port  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  the  Antilles,  &nd 
receives  molaflTes  in  return,  which  keeps  from  eight  to  ten  boiling-houfes 
in  employ.  There  are  likcwife  fome  breweries  in  the  town,  and  a  very 
large  nail  manufa<flory,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  flcilfully  con- 
dudled.     Newbury  Port  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  road  from  Portfmouth  to  Boflon  is  one  continued  fcries  of  houfe?, 
fhop-booths,  fmall  manufat^ories  and  villages.  It  is  an  uninterrupted 
garden.  The  road  is  in  every  part  better  than  any  I  have  ever  fcen  ii3 
Ameri<;a.  It  would  be  confidered  a  delightful  road,  even  in  the  moll 
beautiful  difliri^s  of  France  and  England. 
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'•t^Hfi^' j?r»^Mr' 


fii '*'(•. 


Ipfwich,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  villages  on  this  road,  is  iltuated 
on  a  river,  to  which  it  gives  name,  and  on  which  Ibmc  (hips  are  built. 
This  fmall  harbour  participates  in  the  large  trade  carried  on  with  Maila- 
chufetts,  but  not  fo  extenfively  at  prefent,  as  in  former  years.  vw. 

Flax  is  pretty  abundantly  cultivated  in  all  diilridts  of  the  province,  and 

feems  to  thrive  well.     But  it  is  faid  to  be  in  greater  abundance  at  a  greater 

dillancc  from  the  coaft,  at  lead  every  where  more  fo  than  hemp.   -•*  >-«**,** 

■  .,.  ,  ,        .  ,H  .r*.^  .,,..,„■:.  -.         - .  :it^.,^,^mf*. 

BEVERLEY. 
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Beverley  is  another  fmall  neat  village,  through  which  the  road  paiTes 
to  Bofton.  Its  harbour  lies  on  the  South  River.  It  is  fituated  on  a 
pcninfula  formed  by  that  and  the  North  River.  The  trade  of  this  vil- 
lage is  confined  entirely  to  ftock-fifh,  in  which  branch  forty  veflels  arc 
employed.  The  fiih  are  cured  in  the  village  itfelf,  which  renders  it  very 
unpleafant  to  pais  through.  The  number  of  veflels,  which  fail  from 
this  port  to  Europe  or  the  colonies,  is  not  confiderable.  Salem  engrofl^es 
almofl  the  whole  trade.  .-- >  v*  **' -=•--'  i--    »-*  >t^  ^^^ 

SALEM.--MR.  GGLDHUE. 

Salem  is  one  of  the  handibmeil  fmall  towns  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
Separated  from  Beverley  only  by  abridge,  fifteen  feet  in.  length.  The  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  which  increafes  yearly,  amounts  to  ten  thoufand. 
The  town,  in  reference  to  its  trade,  ranks  with  thofe  of  the  fixth  rank 
in  America,  and  with  thofe  of  the  fecond  rank  in  MaiTachufetts.  The 
uncommonly  adlive  and  enterprifing  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants  is  the  folc 
reafbn  which  can  be  afcribed  for  the  great  extent  and  rapid  progrefs  of 
its  trade.  This  town  has  no  cultivated  land  behind  it  to  fupply  its  ex- 
ports, which  in  America  is  with  juftice  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
eflTential  articles  of  commerce.  Its  haven  is  but  fmall,  at  ebb  the  quay^ 
arc  dry,  and  veflels  of  a  larger  fize  muft  even,  at  high  water,  unload  a  part 
of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  be  able  to  reach  thefe  quays.  Yet,  {iiotwith- 
,  ,  ftanding 
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ftanding  thcfc  inconveniences,  the  annual  freightage  from  this  port  ex- 
ceeds twenty  thoufand  tons.  The  veffels  employed  in  this  fcrvicc  fail  to 
all  parts  of  the  globe ;  twelve  of  them,  for  inftance,  are  engaged  in  the 
Elaft  India  trade,  one  of  which  arrived  from  Calcutta  the  day  prior  to  my 
entering  the  town,  after  an  abfence  of  nine  months  and  twelve  days,  of 
which  thirty-two  days  were  paiTed  at  Calcutta.  The  number  of  veffels, 
cbnftituting  the  above  mentioned  rate  of  twenty  thoufand  tons,  amounts 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  hundred  of  which  are  in  the  foreign  trade, 
twenty  arc  coaftcrs,  and  thirty  follow  the  employment  of  fifliing.  The 
exports  amounted,  in  1791,  to  iix  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  and  five 
dollars ;  in  1/92,  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fcven  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  three  dollars ;  in  1 793,  to  eight  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  and 
fixty-fix  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  one  million  four  hundred  and  fifty-two 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  eleven  dollars ;  in  1795,  to  one  million  five 
hundred  and  four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars.  As  Salem 
and  Beverley  hav€  only  one  cuflom-houfe  in  common  for  both  places,  the 
exports  from  the  latter  form  a  proportion  in  this  calculation,  but  it  is  very 
inconfiderable.         .>i**fr>V^:^*':>¥»f  ^  ^Krl  •'^  .'P??*^^ 

..^  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  fortunes  of  nearly  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars,  the  opulence  of  the  merchants  is  not  very  great ; 
but  all  the  inhabitants  find  themfelves  in  a  flourilliing  condition,  which 
is  the  lefs  fuljc<ft  to  a  reverfe,  as  the  mode  of  living  is  very  fnigal,  and  as 
luxury  is  hitherto  little  known  amongfl  them.  Hence  all  the  profits  ac- 
quired by  trade,  arc  i-e-imbarked  in  trade ;  and  this  accumulation  of  in- 
terefl  upon  intcrcfl  infures  them  a  large  capital,  by  which  they  are  en- 
abled to  bear  up  againfl  any  cafual  loffes.  The  major  part  of  the  flap- 
ping from  Salem  is  freighted  from  Virginia  or  South  Carolina.  In  thcfc 
provinces  of  America,  the  land  yields  a  greater  abundance  of  produce, 
than  the  vcflels  employed  in  their  ports  will  fuffice  to  export.  Tlie  in- 
duflry  of  the  northern  ports,  therefore,  Is  here  vcr}'  valuable,  the  produce 
being  in  an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  fhippincr,  compared  with  the  fbuthern 
flutes.     Salem  exports,  however,  annually  from  fevcn  to  eight  thoufand 

pounds  of  fait  beef,  and  eighteen  thoullmd  barrels  of  fifh.     This  latter 
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article  has,  for  fbme  years  paft,  been  greatly  on  the  decline,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Salem,  and  the  other  ports,  preferring  the  wholcfale  trade  as 
more  lucrative.  The  commodities  imported  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  form  likevvife  a  branch  of  the  export  trade  of  this  port.  Hemp, 
iron,  Ruflia  leather,  are  employed  in  the  coafting  trade.  Few  foreign 
veflels  put  in  here.  The  inhabitants  of  Salem  fay,  that  their  own  in- 
duftry  leaves  no  room  for  the  fpeculations  of  ftrangers.   ir^f  ^^«Tr1@(eff««i*4< 

An  European,  who  fancies  that  a  man  cannot  be  qualified  to  a<^  as 
captain  of  alhip,  till  he  has  made  a  number  of  voyages,  and  paifed  through 
a  regular  courfe  of  fhidy,  is  not  a  little  furprized,  when  he  is  informed, 
that  the  merchants  of  Salem  entruft  their  ihips  to  young  perfons,  who 
have  frequently  been  only  one  year  at  fea.  As  they  have  grown  up  in 
the  bufmefs  of  the  compting-houfe,  they  are  perieftly  acquainted  with 
the  price,  the  quality,  and  the  lale  of  each  different  commodity.  Thie 
firfl  year  they  are  aflbciated  with  a  fkilful  fleerfmate,  and  aA  at  oiicc  in 
the  capacity  of  captain  and  fupercargo.  Their  veflels,  whatever  may  b6 
the  caufe,  do  not  fuffer  fhipwreck  more  frequently  than  other  (hips,  which 
are  more  cautioully  navigated.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  thefe  young 
people  become  merchants  themfelves,  the  captain's  profits  being  very 
confiderable.  As  they  generally  are  appointed  from  the  families  of  mer- 
chants, they  receive  afliflance  from  their  employers.         •"'.  ,  ^,.    >-,.■    ,. 

The  inconveniences  which  Salem  experiences  fi-om  the  ihallownefs  of 
Its  harbour,  fecure  them  againfl:  all  hoftile  attacks.  The  entrance  to  the 
haven  is  not  in  the  flightefl  degree  defended,  nor  is  it,  indeed,  capable  of 
defence.  " ""  ^7 '  '^'^  •  •  ■  >**  ■■ 

I  was  upon  terms  of  great  intimacy  with  Mr.  GoLDHtTE,  a  member 
of  the  Congrefs,  whom  I  had  fccn  at  Philadelphia.,  The  friendly  recep- 
tion that  gentleman  gave  me,  and  the  patience  with  which  he  refolved 
my  queflions,  entitle  him  to  the  fame  praife,  as  indeed  all  the  perfons  are 
entitled  to,  whom  1  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  my  long  journey.  Mr. 
Goldhue  is  a  mam  of  ftrong  intellect,  of  very  plain  manners,  and  is  very 
Well  informed.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  a  federalift,  and  of  courfe 
an  advocate  foe  the  treaty  with  England.  The  town  o(  Salem  enttr- 
'    rj  -  tain* 
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tains  the  fame  opinion  as  he  does,  in  this  rcfped,  chiefly  on  account  of 
their  dread  of  a  war,  which  they  conlidcr  as  the  inevitable  confequcncc 
of  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty.  .^» 

■  Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Salem,  I  muft  remark,  that  the  day  previous 
to  my  departure,  a  vcflel  arrived  in  this  port  from  Bourdeaux,  which 
brought  a  great  quantity  of  filver  difhes  and  plates,  in  payment  for  flour, 
which  had  been  fold  to  France.  The  plate  was  valued  by  weight,  and 
conftituted  a  part  of  the  confifcated  property  of  the  emigrants. 

Salem  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Eflex,  and  contains,  upon  an 
average,  fixty-ninc  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  a  handfome  town,  the 
houfes  are  good,  fmall,  and  neat,  and  perfectly  accord  with  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  Senate  Houfe  is  a  fpacious,  and  even  elegant 
building.     \m. t . .  iifm  .«*m;  .  ^ta  :uh  ii2J.»*u :  i U-, Mj'i^n  ju. .i /.*.•;,,. , ...  a,j;  ^l 

Salem  has  a  fail-cloth  manufadlory,  wliich  employs  a  great  number  of 
ikilful  hands.,  t-i-^  ■?'?tJ*^j**k*-"' «W>!. -m'*^-  :«'  -  f^  -    r.,..:.;-  v    .........  ^ 

This  town  is  the  iecond  iettlemcnt  eredled  by  the  Europeans,  in  the 
Maflachufetts.  It  was  begun  in  l622,  and  was  the  principal  fcene  of  the 
cruelties,  which  ignorance,  iuperftition,  and  the  perlecuting  ipirit  of  the 
ptieft^  and  their  deluded  votaries,  inflided,  in  i6q2,  on  the  pretended  for- 


cerers.    ^^ii^M4^'^'-^ii^4^^'^±.A:Mi^. 
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MARBLEHEAD  AND  LYNN. 


<  On  the  fame  bay  with  Salem  lies  another  fmall  port,  which,  in  refpeA 
to  its  Shipping,  is  of  greater  coniequence  than  Beverley.  Marblehead, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  rocks,  trades  only  in  flock  fiih.  All 
the  men  are  fo  entirely  occupied  in  fiihing,  that  the  town,  to  a  ftranger, 
who  paflTes  through  the  ftreets,  appears  to  be  folely  inhabited  by  women 
%nd  children,  all  of  whom  have  a  moil  miferable  and  wretched  appear- 
ance. Marblehead  has  a  cuilom-houfe,  and  the  exports  from  this  place 
confiil  in  a  variety  of  articles,  the  value  of  which,  in  1 7Q4,  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  dollars. 

•     Lynn,  which  is  dependent  upon  the  former  place,  is  another  fmall 

liaven,  lying  nine  miles  nearer  to  Bofton.     It  is  famous  for  its  ihoe  ma- 

«*B*"  nufa<Sory. 


m 


.478 


TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 


I  ftr%*        ^Aa 


nufadoty.  There  is  fcarcely  a  houfe,  which  is  not  inhabited  by  a  (hoe-* 
maker ;  four  hundred  thoufand  pairs,  mod  of  them  women's  ihoes,  are 
made  here  every  year.  This  port  carries  on  no  other*  trade  than  the  ex-, 
portation  of  fhoes  to  Bofton,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  from  which 
places  a  great  number  are  fcnt  over  to  England.  A  quantity  are  even  CX' 
ported  diredly  to  Europe  from  Lynn  itfelf. 


p  te  «a^*. 
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BOSTON.     *^^  ?  '^*  ■  *<tef»^i»'tjtt>«»liflfww» 


THE    MONUMENT    ERECTED    IN    MEMORY    OF    GENERAL    WARREN 

TONNAGE  OF  THE  SHIPPING  OF  BOSTON MR.  JEFFERY —OR. 

EUSTIS,    &C. 

At  length,  having  paifed  through  the  fine  and  flourifhing  village  of 
Charleftown,  I  arrived  at  Bofton.  All  the  roads  leading  to  this  town 
difplay  the  prolperity  and  opulence  of  the  inhabitants  in  a  greater  degree 
than  the  aufterity  of  republican  manners. 

I  faw  this  day  the  fimple  and  afFeAing  monument  of  Generar  War- 
ken,  who  commanded  in  the  celebrated  battle  of  Bunker's  HjU,  anno 
1775,  which  coft  the  Englifli  ib  dearly,  and  taught  their  troops  not  to 
hold  the  courage  of  the  republican  legions  in  contempt,  whilft  it  infpired 
the  latter  with  a  juft  confidence  in  their  own  prowcfs.  It  mufl  here  be 
remembered,  that  General  Warren  was  by  profeflion  a  phyfician,  and  had 
never  ferved  in  the  army.  He  had  no  opportunity  of  giving  proofs  of  his 
great  talents,  this  being  the  firft  a<5lion,  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But 
his  courage  and  patriotifm  eminently  diflinguifhed  him,  and  that  at  a 
time,  when  there  were  very  few  of  his  countrymen,  who  did  not  difcover 
extraordinary  energy. 

This  fimple  monument  is  eredled  on  the  fpot  where  the  fort  flood,  the 
taking  of  which  coft  the  Englifh  ninety  officers,  and  fourteen  hundred 
men,  and  ir  which  attack  General  Warren  lofl  his  life.  It  was  built  by 
the  dircftlon  and  at  the  expence  of  the  free-mafons,  of  which  order  th^ 
General  was  grand  mailer. 

.  The  civility  of  General  Lincoln,  commifTioner  of  the  cufloms  for  th$ 
"•:c*r.   ..  flat* 
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ftatc  of  MaflTachufetts,  furniflied  mc  with  an  opportunity  of  cxtrading 
from  the  regifter  of  the  office  the  tonnage,  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Bofton,  as  likewife  the  amount  of  its  exports.  The  tonnage  will  amount 
this  year  to  ninety  thoufand  tons  ;  at  leaft  it  amounted,  according  to  the 
number  of  Ihips  regiftercd,  for  the  firft  nine  months,  to  fevcnty-thrcc 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons.  The  laft  quarter  is  not  ex« 
peded  to  run  high,  on  which  account  I  have  eflimated  it  at  only  fevcn- 
tccn  thoufand  tons.  In  1 794,  the  whole  year  made  but  fixty-eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-fcven  tons ;  and  in  1 703,  no  more  than 
fifty-three  thoufand  and  forty-two.  Prior  to  this  period,  the  law  had 
not  pailed,  which  ena^ls,  that  all  Ihips  ihall  be  regiftcred  in  the  ports  to 
which  they  belong.  r     ■  .     « ^ 

Of  the  feventy-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons,  which 
have  been  regiftered  for  the  firft  nine  months  of  the  prefent  year,  fixty 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  tons  are  employed  in  the  foreign 
trade,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  tons  are  employed  in  the 

coafting-trade,  and  three  hundred  and  nine  tons  confift  of  vcfiTcIs  under 
twenty  tons  each. ''Svtii.»iK^J'??of}ip*'^*ft>A*r'  *'.*','' 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bofton  amounted,  in  1 79 1 ,  to  one  million 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand  and  four  dollars ;  in  1 792,  to  one  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  and  thirty-eight  dollars;  in 
1793,  to  one  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  two  million  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  thoufand  and  fifty-three  dollars ;  in  1 795,  to  four  million  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty -eight  dollars.  In 
1788,  the  exports  amounted  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-feven 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  imports  with  accuracy,  becaufe  the  different 
commodities  of  which  they  confift,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.  The  fum 
total  of  thefe  duties  will  furnifh  but  a  very  imperfeft  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  importation.  The  number  of  vefTcls  from  foreign  ports,  that  is 
to  fay,  from  fiich  as  do  not  lie  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
will  yield  a  better  criterion.    The  vcfTcls  which  put  into  Bofton  from 
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foreign  ports,  were,  in  1 793,  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix ;  in  1 704,  five 
hundred  and  fixty-feven ;  in  1705,  fcven  hundred  and  twenty-five.  In 
1784,  the  number  was  four  hundred  and  fifty.  , 

In  my  firft  article  relative  to  Bofton,  I  have  commented  on  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  duties  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ;  of  their  dif- 
fatisfadion,  and  the  mifchicf  which  refults  therefrom.  The  votes  are 
taken  on  this  tax,  (which  is  intended  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  ftreets, 
the  pavement,  the  watchmen,  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  the  hof- 
pital,  and  the  free-fchools),  in  a  public  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants, 
held  the  beginning  of  May  every  year.  It  produced  laft  year  upwards 
of  forty  thoufand  dollars,  making  ten  thoufand  dollars  more  than  the 
preceding  year. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  dollars,  which  are  colledled  in  taxes  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
government  for  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  Bofton  pays  for  its  individual 
quota  twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars.  %... 

Every  male  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  is  affcfted  in  a 
tax,  which  is  fixed  throughout  the  whole  ftate  at  twenty-eight  cente- 
iimas,  or  the  twenty-eighth  of  a  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar.  In  Bofton 
it  amounts  to  eighty -feven  centefimas.  The  rife  in  the  price  of  every 
article,  is  the  principal  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  advance.* 
,  Mr.  Jeffery,  an  EngUfh  merchant,  who  has  refided  between  fifteen 
and  twenty  years  in  Bofton,  in  partncrfhip  with  Mr.  John  Ruffell,  rc- 
queftcd,  at  the  time  of  my  firft  journey,  that  I  would,  on  my  return, 
take  up  my  quarters  at  his  houfe,  where  I  paffed  my  time  very  agreeably. 
He  is  an  excellent,  amiable  man,  a  cheerful  companion,  who  poffeffes  the 
frank  and  friendly  carriage,  fo  natural  to  Englifhmen.  He  is  a  bachelor, 
poffeffes  a  very  large  fortune,  and  entertains  the  beft  company  1n  the  town 
at  his  houfe,  among  whom  Dr.  Eustis  deferves  particularly  to  be  noticed. 
The  Do<ftor  is  a  moft  amiable  and  well  bred  gentleman,  pofTelling 
great  chccrtulnefs  and  equanimity  of  temper  ;  his  political  principles  are 

•    *  For  a  more  circumftantial  detail  of  the  duties,  the  conllitutioiii  and  laws  of  the  Aate 

of  Maflarhufctts,  the  reader  is  referred  !:o  tlie  journey  of  ITJCT. 

.*j...  .  wife 
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tvlfe  and  firm ;  he  is  fuperior  to  prejudice,  and  his  feelings  cire  truly 

noble.     Meflrs.  Jeffery  and  Ruflcl  have  cftabliflicd  a  very  cxtenfivc  fper- 

matcti  rnanufacftofy,  and  employ  two  fhips  in  the  whale-fifhcry.     They 

employ  likewife  forty  labourers  in  their  beautiful  rope-yard. 

-^^Bollon  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  towns  to  live  in,  and  its  inhaui- 

tants  are  celebrated  through  all  America  fdr  their  hofpitality  to  flrangers. 

I  met  here  again,  to  my  great  fatisfaftion,  Mrl   Cabot,  Senator  of  the 

United  States  for  Mafllichufctts.    He  (lands  in  high  cftimation  among  the 

Americans,  on  account  of  his  well-informed  mind  and  amiable  charaiflcr. 

I  experienced  from  Mr.  Gore,  Advocate-General  of  the  United  States, 

and'  a  man  of  talents;  from  Mr.  SCLH van,  Advocate-General  of  the 

ftatc  of  Maffachufetts,  a  gentleman  of  great  acquirements,   whom  the 

federal  party  accufe  of  differing  from  then!  in  politics ;  and  likewife  from 

Mr.  Thomas  Russel,  perhaps,  the  richeft  merchant  in  America,  and- 

who  is  juftly  celebrated  for  his  great  behevolence,  a  degree  of  attention, 

which  I  cannot  refrain  from  particularly  noticing,  among  even  the  dif- 

tinguifhed  civilities  which  I  received  from  every  perfbn  in  Bofton,  to 

whom  I  was  introduced.  '  ,i^Hfe^m  t  .'^rr  ? 

'tWrft    '^'-j   .      .  '"         l^\^&-t'^'^?^-'^f*'^y  ,^•■'■(1  -^'^  '■■':■'':  'i-ii'-^'r'a^ii' .. 

fr,',       l>  .     HINGHAM.— GENERAL  LINCOLN.         Mor^-^m^i 

General  Lincoln,  on  giving  me  the  cuftom-houfe  r  port  of  the  amount 
of  tonnage  belonging  to  Bofton,  which  I  have  inferted  in  my  journal, 
ftipulated  with  me,  that  I  Ihould,  in  return  for  this  fervice,  vifit  him  in 
Hirigham.  In  'purfuance  of  my  promife,  I  fpent  twenty-four  hours  with 
him,  on  Sunday  the  1 8th  of  Odober.  General  Lincoln  is  one  of  the 
oldeft  Generals  who  fervcd  in  the  American  v/ar.  He  took  a  part  in  the 
whole  of  the  conteft,  was  prefent  in  every  aftion  of  moment,  and  ac- 
quired among  the  Generals  a  great  military  name,  and  throughout  all 
America  the  reputation  of  an  excellent  and  honeft  man.  After  the  con- 
dufion  of  the  war,  he  was  entrufted  with  fcveral  ncgociations  with  the 
Indians ;  and  with  the  appeafmg  of  the  troubles,  which  broke  out  in 
Muflachufetts  in  1 787.  At  length  he  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  receipt  of  cuftoms;  and  this  office,  the  moft  lucrative  in  the  gift  of 
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the  government,  yields  him  an  annual  income  of  nearly  five  thoufand  dol- 
lars, he  being  allowed  five-eighths  per  cent  on  the  whole  of  the  receipts. 
He  has  to  keep  five  clerks,  who  do  all  the  bufinefs  ;  but  for  this  draw- 
back he  is  amply  indemnified  by  other  revenues  which  accrue  to  him 
from  his  fituation.  General  Lincoln  is  a  member  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  the  ftatc  of  Maffachuletts.  I  have  read  a  memoir,  written  by 
him,  which  contains  remarks  on  the  natural  hiftory  of  America,  made 
by  him  in  various  journies,  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  againil  the 
infurgents  in  the  year  l/S/.  They  befpeak  him  to  be  a  man  of  great 
clcamefs  of  head,  ftudious  only  of  the  public  weal.  His  family  lives  in 
Hingham ;  and  he  himfelf  refides  there,  whenever  his  official  bufinefs  will 

permit.    .,   ^^^y      .•;,,•.,;;  -Ji  .;■■,,  ]..  A-n.  i^.'sni '^r-i  :■ 

Hingham  is  famous  for  a  number  of  fmall  fchools,  which  arc  here 
placed  together,  in  a  fort  of  college.  They  are  about  fourteen  in  num- 
ber, and  are  attended  by  about  four  hundred  fcholars. 

•  The  foil  of  the  fiirroimding  lands  is  almoft  all  faiidy.  It  yields^  £Ui 
acre,  twenty-five  buihels  of  maize,  and  barley  and  rye,  in  a  moderate 
proportion.  The  meadows  afford  from  the  acre,  not  more  than  forty 
hundred-weight  of  hay,  even  at  the  beft.  This  land,  too,  cofts  from 
twenty  to  forty  dollars  an  acre.  The  bufinefs  of  this  fmall  village  con- 
{i£ts  in  the  manufa(5lure  of  tubs,  pails,  and  all  other  reiTels  of  coopers' 
work,  which  are  in  common  ufe  as  domeftic  utenfils.  The  packet-boat 
which  fails  between  Hingham  and  Boilon,  conveys  a  con^derable  quan- 
tity of  thefe  vefi!els  to  Boflon ;  and  of  thefc,  a  part  is  thence  exported  to 
England.  The  wood  employed  is  chiefly  fir,  from  the  province  of  Maine. 
General  Lincoln  poflefTes  very  extenfive  cflates  in  this  province. 

I  cannot  avoid  doing  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  here  mentioning,  with  due 
refpcifl,  the  name  of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  the  widow  of  the  eldeft  fon  of  Ge- 
neral Lincoln :  fhe  refides  in  Hingham.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
there  in  company  with  her,  during  my  fhort  {lay  with  the  General.  1 
found  her  to  be  one  of  the  mofl  agreeable  women  in  all  America.  She 
is  no  lefs  admired  fur  the  excellencies  of  her  mind,  than  fu^  the  charms  of 
her  perfon.      ...,.  ^  ,  „  ,   v^  y^,-. 
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■ '  This  diAridl  makes  a  part  of  the  county  of  Suffolk.  It  contains  a 
great  number  of  mills  for  fawing  timber,  grinding  corn,  and  waulking 
cloth.  Some  of  thefe  are  put  in  motion  by  the  flux  of  the  tide.  ,  .,j'  '„y 
The  highway  between  Hingham  and  Plymouth  opens  to  the  view  no 
mtercfting  profpefts.  The  dwelling-houfes  are  pretty  numerous,  but  arc 
fcattcrcd  between  the  rocks  and  the  beach.  Here  is  a  want  of  money 
and  agricultural  intelligence  to  bring  the  county  into  that  condition  of 
improvement  and  opulence  of  which  it  is  evidently  fufceptible. 


:U'. 


PLYMOUTH.  .;  , 

The  colonifts  of  this  territory  landed  here  in  the  year  1020.  They 
were  emigrants  who  had  left  England,  on  account  of  their  religion,  and 
were  about  an  hundred  in  number.  They  arrived  on  this  coaft,  without 
any  certain  determination,  where  to  fettle.  It  is  faid  that  their  choice 
was  fixed,  when,  on  a  morning,  they  approached  Cape  Cod,  and  obferved 
a  bay  and  a  river,  which  reminded  them  of  Plymouth  in  England.  They 
landed,  and  obtained  from  the  Indians  the  ceinon  of  fufficient  terri- 
tory ;  conftrudled  huts  for  their  habitations  j  cleared  a  part  of  their 
lands,  and  fowcd  com  for  their  fuflenance.  Thefe  fugitives  from  perfe- 
cution,  had  not  been  here  more  than  two  years,  when  they  declared  war 
againfl  the  Indians,  among  whom  they  had  been  received,  and  threat- 
ened to  expel  them  out  of  their  pofTeflions. 

New  emigrants,  from  time  to  time,  reforted  hither  from  Europe. 
Other  fettleraents  were  formed.  Force  or  artifice  extorted  from  the  un- 
fortunate Indians,  new  cefHons  of  territory. 

The  war  with  the  Indians  was  not  of  long  duration.  Thefe  flmple 
people  made  no  great  difficulty  of  relinquifhing  a  few  acres,  from  which 
they  had  never  derived  great  advantage.  And,  without  any  prejudices 
againfl  the  qplonifls,  or  in  favour  of  the  natives,  it  may  be  reufonably  be- 
lieved, that  the  greater  part  of  the  enormities  and  crimes  attributed  to  the 
Indians,  originated  primarily  from  the  condudl  of  the  European  encroach- 
crs  on  their  pofTefTions.  ^ 

The  rock  on   which  thefe  firfl   colonifls  landed,    is  flill  carefully 
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pointed  out  to  ftrangers.  Thp.  place  they  called  Plymouth,  in  remem- 
brance of  their  native  land.  The  fea  has,  fince  that  time,  thrown  up 
fand  over  the  rock  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet.  But  the  tradition  of 
the  firft  landing  flill  preferved  the  knowledge  of  the  precife  /pot  on 
which  it  took  place.  At  the  dawn  of  the  revolution,  the  fand  was 
cleared  away  from  it.  With  no  little  toil,  they  penetrated  at  laft  through 
twenty  feet  in  depth  of  fand,  to  the  very  rock.  The  rock  was  fplit  into 
two  parts,  as  it  was  laid  bare ;  and  this  circumflance  was  regarded  as  an 
unlucky  omen  of  the  political  feparation  of  America  from  England. 
The  largeft  half  ftlll  remains  in  its  former  fituation  ;  the  other  was,  with 
great  difficulty,  conveyed  to  the  market-place  of  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
where  it  now  lies.  Both  are  in  the  ftate  of  rugged  blocks,  without  in- 
fcription,  or  any  thing  of  monumental  form,  fuch  as  might  indicate 
what  is  peculiar  to  them,  and  diftinguifli  them  from  the  many  other 
ftones  which  lie  around.  7     ,  ■       ?   l  r    ; 

This  rock  which,  from  the  high  veneration  beftowed  on  it,  naturally 
attrads  the  curiofity  of  ftrangers,  is,  however,  the  only  thing  particularly 
remarkable  in  that  place.     Its  trade  is  confined  tq  the  fifhery.     Seventy 
fchooners,  of  from  thirty  to  forty  tons  burthen  each,  and  two  or  three  of 
one  hundred  tons,  go  to  the  fifhery  upon  the  bank :  fbme  fifh  on  the 
coafl.     The  largcfl  of  thefe  veffels  carry  their  cargoes  of  fifh  to  fale  in 
Europe,  or  in  the  Weft  India  Ifles.     The  road  is  fcarce  fufficiently  fhel- 
tered  from  the  north-eaft  wind ;  and  the  harbour  is  left  dry  by  the  ebb- 
ing tides.     In  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  all  the  veffels 
belonging  to  this  port,  were  either  captured  or  burnt  by  the  Englifli. 
Their,  number  was  greater  than  that  of  the  veffels  which  belong  to  it,  at 
prefcnt ;  and  its  trade  was,  tlien,  more  confiderable.     I  know  not  but  it , 
may  be  the  remembrance  of  what  then  took  place,  which  now,  fo  much 
cxafpcrates  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Plymouth  againft  England.     Arti-    .. 
zans,  labourers  in  hufbandry,  failors,  are  all,  here,  in  a  rage,  againft  the    ; 
late  treaty.    Perfbns  of  high  rank  likewife  declare  againft  it,  though  with    ,: 
Icfs  of  open  and  indecent  fury.     It  is  the  general  voice,  that  America  ^  ^ 
ought  to  form  an  offenftve  and  defcafivc  league  with  France,  and  to  dc-   ; 

'"'  V"    '•  *  ■      "^  '  ■  clarc 
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clare  war  againft  England.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  been  afTured 
that  the  richer  clafs  of  the  people  are,  for  the  greater  part,  of  opinion, 
that  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  political  amity  with  England  is  indifpen- 
iibly  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of  America.  '  » .1 

In  addition  to  the  filhery,  the  trade  of  Plymouth  is  in  part  produced 
by  its  forges  and  manufaAures  in  iron.  The  works  in  which  thcfe 
manufactures  arc  carried  on,  confift,  in  a  confiderable  proportion,  of  mill- 
machinery,  that  is  put  in  motion  by  the  fmall  river  which  here  falls  into 
the  bay.  As  pit-coal  and  iron-ftone,  are  plentiful ;  from  eighty  to  an 
hundred  men  are  kept  conftantly  at  work  in  thcfe  manufadlures.  The 
town  contains  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants ;  and  their  number  is 
annually  augmented.  un      Mit>,'    «        .k''>^ 

The  exports  from  Plymouth  amounted,  in  the  year  1 79 1 ,  to  fifteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars ;  in  1/92,  to  twenty-eight 
tlioufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars ;  in  1 79?<,  to  twenty-nine 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-feven  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  thirty- 
five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty- two  dollars ;  in  1 795,  to  fifty- two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

I  had  a  letter  of  introdudlion  to  General  Warren,  an  old,  grey- 
headed man,  who  was  much  employed  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion, but  rather  for  the  economy  of  the  army,  over  which  he  had  great 
influence,  than  on  account  of  any  ability  he  could  be  fuppofed  to  pofTcfs 
for  adlual  fervicc  in  the  field.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  and  very  feeble. 
His  wife  is  as  old  as  himfelf,  but  much  more  lively  in  converfation.  Like 
the  other  ladies  of  America,  fhe  has  read  a  great  deal  on  a  variety  of  fub- 
je6ls.  She  has  even  publifhed  one  or  two  volumes  of  talcs,  which  are 
much  efteemed  ;  and  has  written  a  hlftory  of  the  American  revolution, 
which  her  hufband  and  Ihe  have,  with  great  prudence,  refolved  not  to 
fend  to  the  prefs  while  they  live,  but  to  leave  for  publication  after  their 
death :  the  truth  may  then,  they  fay,  be  fafely  declared.  In  the  mean 
time,  this  work  has  been  read,  in  whole  or  In  part,  by  feveral  friends, 
who  give  it  the  charadlcr  of  an  impartial  and  well-written  work.  This 
old  lady,  at  the  age  of  fcventy,  is  truly  intcrcfi:ing ;  for  (he  has  loft  nei- 
ther 
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ther  the  adivity  of  her  mind,  nor  the  graces  of  her  pcrfon ;  though  flic 
ftill  laments  the  death  of  a  fon  flie  loft  in  the  war,  with  the  fame  ten- 
dernefs  and  earneft  forrow  as  on  the  day  on  which  he  fell.  She  ftill 
reads  his  letters,  has  his  portrait  conftantly  in  her  view ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  fond  attachment  to  his  memory,  is  equally  aftedionatc 
to  her  furviving  children.  One  of  thcle,  I  law  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Lincoln,  who  had  likewife  fufFered,  during  the  war,  by  the  lofs  of  his 
leg,  in  a  fea-fight,  on  board  a  frigate.  This  refpe«ftable  lady  is  defcended 
from  a  family  who  are  like  herfelf  diftinguiflicd  for  genius  and  lite- 
rature. She  is  fifter  to  Mr.  Otis,  a  lawyer  of  great  reputation  in 
MaiTachufetts,  who  had  a  confiderable  ihare  in  the  revolution,  and  is 
faid  to  be  a  man  of  great  merit.  He  is  father  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  whom  I 
mentioned  above. 

Plymouth  is  the  principal  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  a 
diftri<^  that  contains  twenty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  foil  is 
rugged,  and  not  very  fertile ;  but  it  is  full  of  iron  ores,  which  fupply 
materials  for  very  conftdeiable  iron  manufadtures. 

DISTRICT  OF  NEW  BEDFORD.         ;_'  ,;  . 

-  The  road  from  Plymouth  hither,  is  tedious  and  very  imperfed.  Ply- 
mouth lies  at  the  diftancc  of  not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  New  Bed- 
ford ;  and  both  thcie  towns  belong  to  the  fame  ftate.  Yet,  fo  rare  is  the  in- 
tercourfe  between  tfiem,  that  no  pcrfon  in  Plymouth  could  inform  me  of 
the  direftion  of  the  road  to  New  Bedford,  farther  than  for  the  firft  iix 
miles.  Amidft  continual  enquiries  concerning  the  road  which  is  little 
ufed,  and  interfedled  by  many  crofs  paths,  I  wandered  out  of  my  way. 
I  was,  befides,  mifled  by  the  mifchicvous  waggery  of  a  dumb  mj^n, 
which  fcnt  me  aftray  five  miles  farther.  But  few  houfes  are  to  be  feen  in 
this  tvdik,  and  thefc  lie  at  wide  diftanccs  from  one  artother.  The  ground 
13  rugged,  and  the  foil  fandy.  The  woods,  which  extend  all  the  way, 
coniift  chiefly  of  firs  and  birches,  moft  of  which  arc  likely  to  be  burnt  for 
charcoal.  The  burning  of  charcoal  is  the  only  fort  of  induftry  in  which 
the  people  are  focn  to  be  engaged,  along  the  whole  road.  There  is 
^    4  abundance 
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abundance  of  iron-ftonc,  fiifficlently  rich  in  ore  for  working,  here  as  well 
as  at  Plymouth.  There  is  every  where  an  air  of  poverty,  the  efFe<5k 
either  of  a  poor  or  of  an  ill-cultivated  foil.  I  had  great  pleafure  in  falling 
in  with  two  negro  families,  who  live  here  on  fmall  pofleflions  of  their 
own,  which  they  maintain  in  as  good  a  ftate  of  culture,  as  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  Such  inflances  are  not  rar^  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufctts. 
•  A  heavy  and  incefTant  rain,  by  which  I  was  wetted  to  the  fkin, 
obliged  me  to  halt  at  Middleborough,  at  a  fmall  inn,  the  landlord  of 
which  was  concerned  in  the  iron-works.  The  iron-ore  is  fo\ind  in  Pond 
Allowamfct,  in  great  plenty,  either  at  the  furfacc  or  at  th;  depth  of  a 
fingle  foot  under  water.  This  red  ore  fometimcs  contains  a  fourth  part, 
Ibmetimes  not  more  than  an  eighth  part  of  pure  iron.  The  ore  is  dragged 
from  under  the  water,  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  oyfters  are  raifcd 
from  the  bank.  It  is  now,  however,  much  lefs  abundant  than  formerly, 
A  man  who,  fifteen  years  fmce,  would  have  bceii  able  to  gather  two  or 
three  tons  in  the  year  by  his  own  labour,  can  now  fcarcely  procure  one 
ton.  Another  pond  adjacent  to  Middleborough,  yields  this  ore  in  greater 
quantity ;  but  it  is  deeper,  and  confequcntly  the  ore  is  lefs  eafily  to  bo 
raifed  from 'its  bottom. 

\  The  mafters  at  this  work  earn  forty  dollars  a  month  ;  the  common 
workmen  are  paid  at  the  fame  rate  as  the  labourers  in  hufbandry,  which 
afibrds  them  feven  or  eight  dollars  a  month.  Land  cofts  two  dollars  an 
acre,  unleis  when  it  is  iuppofed  to  contain  iron-ore ;  and  in  this  cafe« 
the  price  is  higher  or  lower,  according  to  the  degree  of  its  richnefs  in  ore. 
This  inn  ftands  at  eighteen  miles  diftance  from  Plymouth.  Its  beds  were 
full  of  workmen  from  the  forges  and  nail-makers ;  but  the  landlord  pro- 
mifed  me  a  bed  as  fbon  as  the  rain  fhould  ceafc.  The  rain  continued  to 
fall,  till  it  was  too  late  to  reach  New  Bedford  that  night ;  I  was,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  halt,  after  travelling  five  miles  farther,  at  an  inn  of 
mean  appearance,  which  hunger  and  fatigue  made  me  regard  as  com- 
fortable. 

Next  day  about  noon,  I  entered  New  Bedford.     It  is  not  above  thirty 
ye&rB  fince  this  town  was  founded.    It  was  one  of  thofe  places  which 
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TufFered  the  moft  during  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Ships,  warchoufe, 
dwelling-houfcs,  were  tA\  burnt  by  the  Englilli.  The  loiTcs  which 
the  town  lufFcrcd,  exceeded  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars. 
Trade  did  not  foon  re^  ive ;  but  is  now,  however,  at  a  greater  height 
than  ever. 

The  diftri(ft  of  New  Bedford  comprehends  five  fmall  fea-port  tow^ns-^ 
New  Bedford,  Weftport,  Rochefter,  Wareham,  and  Dartmouth.  The 
four  laft  of  thefe  are,  properly  fpeaking,  only  docks  for  (hip-building. 
Moft  of  the  (hips  built  in  them  find  immediate  fale,  either  at  New  Bed- 
ford or  in  fome  other  harbour  belonging  to  the  United  States.  There 
belong,  at  prcfent,  to  thofe  few  towns,  twenty  vcfTels,  of  from  thirty 
to  eighty  tons  burthen  each,  which  are  employed  in  the  coafting-tradc, 
all  except  two  or  three,  which  go  to  the  fifticry  upon  the  great  banki 
New  Bedford  is  a  place  of  greater  trade  than  the  others ;  builds  more 
veffels ;  and  has  a  good  road,  which  is  at  leaft  excellently  iheltercd 
from  the  eaft  wind.  The  land  round  New  Bedford  is,  in  general,  far 
from  fertile ;  and  there  are  many  other  fea-port  towns  on  the  coaft  of 
MaiTachufetts.  The  exports  from  this  place  are  therefore  confined  to 
fruit,  pulfe,  maize,  falted  flelh  and  fiih,  with  fome  coarfe  iron-work. 
Thefe  vefTels  arc  not  always  freighted  from  this  port,  but  are  ufually 
hired  by  the  merchants  belonging  to  it.  Thofe  from  New  Bedford  are 
engaged  chiefly  in  the  whale-fifhery,  which  is  conflderably  luccefsful 
nigh  the  idand  of  Nantucket,  at  five  and  twenty  miles  diftance  from 
New  Bedford. 

New  Bedford  employs,  at  prefent,  twelve  vefTels  in  the  fifhery,  each 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  feventy  tons  burthen. 
Nantucket  fends  out  thirty  veffels ;  Bofton,  two  or  three ;  Rhode-Ifland, 


THE  WHALE-FISHERY. 


Whales  are  found  on  the  coafl  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in 
the  fame  latitudes,  in  the  Weft  Indian  Seas,  and  as  far  eaft  ward  as  to  the  * 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the  eighteenth  to  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  lati* ' 
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tude.  The  mode  in  which  they  are  taken,  is  well  known  ;  but  I  belief e 
the  information  1  am  enabled  to  offer  poiTeiles  ibme  (hare  of  novelty. 

The  deftination  of  the  fifliing- voyages  is  fo  fettled,  that  the  return  of 
the  Ihips  is  expelled  within  the  courfe  of  from  ten  to  eighteen  months 
after  their  departure.  The  fifhing  is  not  always  alike  fuccefsful.  But, 
it  never  fails  to  afford  the  owners  a  profit  of  at  leail  twenty  per  cent  upon 
the  adventure,  the  expences  of  fitting  out  which  are  very  confiderablc, 
Befide  the  coil  of  the  vefTel,  there  are  alfb  to  be  reckoned,  the  expence 
of  two  boats,  of  lines,  harpoons,  axes,  kettles,  barrels  with  iron  hoops, 
and  provifions  for  the  crew,  to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  dollars. 
The  crew  receive  no  wages,  but  have  a  certain  fharc  of  the  blubber. 
The  captain  has  a  fifth  part ;  the  pilot  a  five-and-fortieth,  or  a  fixticth  part 
of  what  they  take.  A  vefTel  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen  will 
return  with  two  hundred  and  ten  or  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of 
blubber,  befide  the  whalebone.  In  1 7Q3,  the  medium  price  of  blubber, 
or  whale-oil,  was  fixty-fivc  dollars  a  ton.  The  blubber  of  the  fpermaccti- 
whale  was  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  ton  ;  that  of  other  whales, 
fifty-five  dollars  a  ton  ;  thefe  lafl  are  very  plentiful  in  the  feas.  The  price 
is  now  twice  as  much.  The  incrcafe  of  price  is  owing  to  the  extraordi* 
nary  demand  for  train-oil  and  fpermaceti-candles,  and  to  the  fmall  num-^ 
ber  of  the  fhips,  which  have  lately  gone  from  Europe  upon  the  whale- 
filhery.  The  captain's  profits  from  a  fuccefsful  voyage  amount  to  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars  for  common  yeinK,  but  at  prefent 
to  between  feventcen  and  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

A  fhip  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  is  manned  with  a  crew  of  fifteen 
perfbns.  Of  thefe,  twelve  man  the  two  boats  in  the  purfuit  of  the  whales  ; 
while  the  other  three  remain  on  board.  Larger  vefTcls  have  a  third  boat  and 
fuc  additional  hands.  The  blubber,  which  has  been  barrelled  at  fea,  is  to 
be  again  put  into  frefli  barrels,  and  cleared  from  a  fcdiment  that  is  formed 
ii?  thf*  barrels,  before  it  be  carried  to  market ;  for  though  the  fediment 
.be  as  fit  as  the  refl  for  ufc  in  the  fbap- works,  yet  the  oil  in  which  it 
appears  is  regarded  as  of  infcnoif  quality  in  the  European  market.  This 
fediment,  and  a  fort  of  white  fiefh,  which  is  found  in  the  head  and  belly 
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of  the  whale,  arc  then  fqueezed  in  a  prefs.  A  new  quantity  of  oil  of  the 
bell  quality  is  thus  obtained.  The  refidue,  which  remains  after  the  firil 
prcfling,  is  put  again  into  the  prefs,  and  more  forcibly  fqueezed  than  be- 
fore. It  affords  a  certain  quantity  of  oil ;  and  it  is  the  produce  of  this 
laft  fqueezing  which,  after  undergoing  a  boiling,  is  poured  into  moulds, 
and  forms  fpermaccti  candles.  Thcfc  are  fold  for  half  a  dollar  a  p:>und. 
Thofe  which  are  fpermaccti-fifhes  yield  this  matter  in  great  quantity. 
In  their  heads  alone  there  are  often  five  or  fix  tons  of  this  matter ;  though 
the  other  whales  have  the  head  differently  compofed,  and  do  not  afford 
above  a  quarter  of  a  ton  out  of  each  head.  Thus  all  whales  yield  more 
or  lefs  of  this  matter  which  is  fo  much  valued  as  a  material  for  candles. 

The  veflels  for  the  fidiery  are  built  without  any  very  remarkable  pecu- 
liarity of  ftru6lure.  Only,  there  ftands,  between  the  mafts,  a  great  caul- 
dron for  the  making  of  the  oil,  and  the  openings  on  the  decks  arc 
■made  unufually  wide,  in  order  that  the  barrels  may  be  the  more  cafily 
moved  up  and  down.  The  oil,  when  it  is  hot,  is  apt  to  penetrate  and 
injure  the  wood  of  a  newly  built  vcflcl ;  and,  on  this  account,  it  is  uiual 
to  fend  fhips  on  a  voyage  or  two  to  Europe  before  employing  them  in 
the  whale-fifhery.  Thofe  merchants,  who  are  concerned  in  this  fifhery, 
■are  accuflomed  to  purchafe  veffels  which  have  been  built  two  or  three 
■years.  The  alterations  neceflary,  to  fit  them  for  the  ufe  of  the  fifhery, 
are  inconfiderable. 

From  all  that  I  had  heard  or  read,  I  was  lead  to  think  the  whale» 
fifhery  to  be  a  very  perilous  employment  to  the  men  who  arc  engaged 
in  it.  They  muft  meet,  as  I  fhould  have  fuppofcd,  with  many  un- 
happy accidents.  I  have,  however,  been  afTured  of  the  contrary.  The 
fleet  from  Nantucket,  confifling  of  thirty  vcfTcls,  did  not  lofc,  laft  year, 
a  fingle  man  ;  this  year  they  have  loft  but  two  men.  People  here  cart 
fcarccly  recoiled  a  fmgle  inftance  of  any  perfon  lofing  his  life  from  any 
accident  in  the  fifhery.  Neither  here  nor  in  Nantucket  can  any  inftance 
be  mentioned  of  a  man's  having  been  killed  or  hurt  by  any  of  the  whales.. 
The  boats  are  indeed,  often  overturned  by  the  whales. 

Hudfon's  Bay,  and  the  feas  adjacent  to  the  coafts  of  Greenland  and 
i<r  Labrador, 
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Labrador,  abound  more  than  the  routhern  feas,  in  whales,  and  thofc  of  a 
larger  llze,  and  fuch  as  afford  oil  of  a  better  quality.  But  the  ice,  which 
floats  there  in  vail  malles.  renders  the  fifliing  much  more  dangerous  in 
thefe  northern  latitudes.  One  of  thefe  maflcs  of  ice  linking  againft  a 
Ihip  is  fufficicnt  to  dafli  it  in  pieces.  Befides,  the  Ihips  cannot  remain  at 
lea,  for  a  fufficicnt  length  of  time,  upon  the  coafts.  Some  American 
Ihips  repair  to  that  fillicry  as  they  return  from  Europe ;  but,  in  general, 
the  whalc-filhcry  in  the  northern  feas  is  abandoned  to  the  European  filher- 

»  Although  the  fifhery  on  the  coafl-s  of  Africa  and  the  Brazils  be  ftill  fuf- 
ficiently  fucccfsful,  yet  it  is  thought  that  the  numbers  of  the  whales  in 
thofc  parts  begin  to  be  diminilhed.  The  reafon  aifigncd  for  this  is,  that 
luch  a  number  of  the  famales  of  this  Ipccies  are  annually  dcllroyed,  with- 
out which  the  young  ones  can  neither  be  produced  nor  nourilhcd  imme- 
diately after  the  birth.  (The  Englilh  call  the  males,  females,  and  young 
of  the  whale,— bulls,  cows,  and  calves).  , -t^ 

•  Twenty  years  fmce,  whales  were  confiderably  numerous  on  the  coaftsof 
America.  Even  within  thefe  fix  or  feven  years,  whales  were  to  be  found 
here,  though  not  in  luch  numbers  as  formerly.  At  prefent,  it  is  thought 
a  very  remarkable  occurrence,  if  one  Ihould  happen  to  be  fcen  in  thelc 
parts.  The  whales  have  been  frightened  entirely  away,  fo  that  two  or 
three  fliips  can  hardly  procure  a  tolerable  freight  for  the  feafon,  by  fifliing 
in  thefe  feas.     The  fpermaceti-whalcs  have  been  found  chiefly  in  the  Ih- 

-  dian  ocean,  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  and  Madagafcar,  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  on  the  coafts  of  Peru  and  Chili.  '  imV 

.  Train-oil  and  fpermaccti-candles  are  brought  into  different  lea-ports  of 
America  by  Ihips  belonging  to  New  Bedford,  which  has  alfo  two  or  three 
veflels  employed  in  the  trade  to  Europe.  Twenty  fliips  belonging  to  the 
fame  ports  are  conftantly  engaged  in  the  coafting-trade.  But  this  ^aft 
trade  is  fo  languid  that  the  cuftom-houfe  dues  arifing  from  k,  for  the  fwit 
nine  months  of  the  year  1 7Q5,  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars.  During  the  whole  year  l  ygo;  it  yielded  but  one  hundred  and 
fifty-fix  dollars.     As  to  the  amount  of  the  yearly  exports  from  New  Bed- 

m.-ii  3R2  ford. 
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ford ;  the  vaTuc  of  there  was,  in  the  year  1 70 1  >  twenty-fix  thouiand  three 
hundred  and  forty-tour  dollars ;  in  the  year  1 702,  twenty-fcven  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  fcventy-fix  dollars;  in  1793,  twenty-feven  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ;  in  17Q4,  eighty-two  thoufand  and 
eighty-five  dollars;  in  1795,  iixty-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  two 
dollars.  .  ^^■^  ■  ivt  ;• 

The  harbour  lies  at  the  diilance  of  eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  AcchufTnet.  The  anchorf^gc  is  excellent.  That  part  of  the  breadth 
of  the  river,  which  is  navigable  to  veffcls  of  a  certain  burthen  up  to  the 
town,  is  very  narrow ;  the  reft  of  the  river  being  very  Ihallow,  and  full 
of  rocks.  The  harbour  is  bcfides  proteded  by  a  fort,  beyond  which  fliip* 
entering  it  cannot  proceed  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  river 
Acchuflfriet  pours  its  waters  into  the  bay  of  the  fame  name.  This  bay 
has  alfo  a  communication  with  Buzzard  Bay,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
-bay  of  Cape  Cod  by  an  ifthmus  of  the  breadth  of  three  or  four  miles. 
There  is  a  projedl  for  cutting  a  canal  through  the  ifthmus. 

TTie  trade  of  New  Bedford  is  almoft  all  in  the  hands  of  Quakers.  Ab<mt 
one-half  of  the  inhabitants  are  of  this  fe<Jl.  They  arc,  in  general,  an  ho'- 
tiefti  frank,  orderly,  fct  of  people.  Ireceived  a  pretty  full  account  of 
them  from  William.  Rush.  He  is  proprietor  of  fix  veflels.  His  family 
has  been,  for  fome  generations,  engaged  here  in  trade!  With  the  moil: 
obliging  readineft  to  fatisfy  any  enquiries  which  are  made  of  him,  he 
joins  an  uncommon  cleamcfs  of  ideas.  His  father  is  one  of  thofe  inhabi- 
tants of  Nantucket  whom  M.  De  Calonne  mvited  to  Dunkirk,  to  in- 
ttoduce  the  bufinefs  of  the  whale-filhcry  into  France.  In  1 786,  Rufii  be- 
gan the  bufinefs  of  the  whale-fifhery  at  Dunkirk,  with  not  more  than 
two  fliips  ;  and,  in  the  year  1793,  no  fewer  than  forty  fhips  failed  from 
Dunkirk  to  the  whale-fifhery.  Certain  it  is,  that  trade  and  mercan- 
tile opulence  were  rapidly  increafing  in  France,  at  the  time  when  the 
revolution  commenced,  and  the  prefent  war  broke  out.  When  liberty 
fhall  be  fccurely  and  permanently  eflablifhed  in  France,  that  adlivity, 
which  is  a  well-known  chara£leriflic  of  liberty,  will  be  much  more  alive 
than  ever,  to  the  improvement  of  every  branch  of  induflry  and  com- 
merce. 
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mcrcc.  Pcrfons  of  all  ranks  will  then  take  a  part  in  whatever  can  aug- 
ment the  honourable  opulence  of  the  land  ;  and  our  country  will  be  raifcd 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  profpcrity. 

1  This  worthy  Ru(h,  who  is  now  futy-five  years  of  age,  has  all  the  acti- 
vity of  a  young  man.  He  went  to  France  with  ftrong  prejudices  againft 
it ;  yet,  nothing  Icfs  than  the  crimes  and  dlforders  which  he  there  wit- 
ncflcd  would  have  been  fufficient  to  make  him  leave  that  country  and 
return  to  America.  He  loves  the  charaftcr,  the  fprightly  manners,  the 
mode  of  doing  bufmefs,  which  prevail  among  the  French  nation.  He  is 
pleafed  with  the  integrity  of  the  French  merchants,  and  delighted  with 
the  climate  of  France.  He  fpeaks,  in  ihort,  as  a  Frenchman ;  but,  he 
abhors  the  crimes  which  have  attended  the  revolution.  Of  its  exceifes 
he  judges  for  himfelf  with  tendernefs,  yet  with  difcernment.  >  'y 

TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  BEDFORD ;  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL;  VALUE 
OF  PRODUCTS,  AND  OF  LABOUR. 

'  In  the  country  round  New  Bedford,  where  the  foil  is,  in  general,  of 
moderate  fertility,  confiderable  numbers  of  oxen  arc  annually  fattened  for 
the  fupply  of  provifions  to  the  fliips  in  the  harbour,  and  to  thofe  evea 
which  belong  to  Nantucket.  Land  colls  from  twelve  to  eighteen  dollars 
an  acre.  Beef  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  fix- pence  a  pound.  Flour  is  here 
fcarce,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  fmall  towns  of  Maffachufetts;  It  cofts 
at  prelent  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  dollars  a  barrel.  The  bread  is  com- 
monly made  of  maize  and  barley ;  and  this  is  indeed  the  ufual  bread 
throughout  the  whole  ftatc.  Bifcuit  ib  the  only  whcaten  bread  to  be 
found  in  the  inns.  The  wages  of  all  forts  of  ordinary  labourers  are  at  the 
rate  of  from  eight  to  nine  dollars  a  month.  Ships  coft  from  forty  to 
forty-two  dollars  a  ton.  New  Bedford  lies  in  the  county  of  Briftol^  of 
which  the  head-town  is  Taunton.  This  county  contains  about  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  is  rfcmarkablc  for  the  great  abundance  of 
iroai-ore  which  it  affords.  A  copper-mine  was  here  lately  opened  for  the 
firft  time.  •  ••^•-*'>--  ■-  v  ^--.  t*.^ •'/-•- Tt>;  ,-..,^;,_  ..-^.^  .  .,=  ,,;: 
■,.-.'r...ri., ,  .:^Am:mi-'4i^^'i*^'<^'^-*-'^--0Am^m^m^  ■-k-ji.fe-..*'^,^^*^      RHODE 
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RHODE  ISLAND.— NEWPORT.— MR.  ELEM. 

The  road  from  New  Bedford  to  Rhode  Ifland,  like  that  from  Plymouth, 
is  rugged  with  rocks  and  loofe  ftones,  and  leads  tlirough  a  hilly  trad  of 
country.  You  pafs  through  the  townfhip  of  Wcftport,  and  near  that 
part  pf  the  river  where  veffcls  arc  built,  which, take  in  their  cargo  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile  below.  .  Only  two  fchooners  belonged  to  this  port ;  but 
of  thefe  one  has  been  recently  wrecked  on  the,  coall  of  Salcni,  on  its  re- 
turn from  a  voyage  to  the  province  of  Maine. 

The  boundaries  ot  the  (late  of  Rhode  Ifland  commence  at  the  dirtance 
of  three  miles  on  this  fide  of  the  bay,  at  a  place  called  ufually  Eaft  Paf- 
fage,  where  it  is  propofed  to  build  a  bridge  for  tlic  purpofe  of  connecting 
the  ifland  with  the  main  land.  This  pafllige  is  not  broad,  and  the  deptli 
of  the  water  is  thirty  feet.  But,  the  tide  flows  and  ebbs  with  fuch  a 
ilrength  of  current,  that  the  toil  of  creeling  the  bridge  cannot  but  be 
extremely  difficult,  and  it  will  be  no  cafy  taik  to  give  it  pcrfc«5l  fl:a- 
bility.  .  T,     ?       -.!... 

This  Ifland  exhibits  a  continued  fucceflion  of  mc.adows  and  fields  of 
maize.  Barley  is  likewiff  produced  here  in  couliderablc  abundance.  The 
breweries  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  furuiili  an  advantageous  market 
for  this  lafl:  article.  Formerly  this  ifland  was  extensively  covered  with 
fruit-trees  and  other  wood.  But  thefe  thp  Englilli  dclbMycd  during  the 
war.  The  foil  is  light,  fandy,  and,  in  general,  uuimpr()^cd  by  manure 
or  flcilful  tillage.  The  medium  produce  of  the  meadows  is  a  ton  of  hay 
j^r  acre ;  the  ground  under  tillage  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  bufticls  of 
maize,  or  one  hundred  bufliels  of  potatoes.  There  are  inllances  of  greater 
produce  ;  but  thefe  occur  only  where  particular  land-holders  have  culti- 
vated their  ground  >vith  unufual  intelligence  and  care.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Newport,  where  dung  can  be  purcbafed  for  the  ealy  cx- 
pence  of  half  a  dollar  the  ton,  the  land  is  more  plentifully  ma^mrcd,  an^, 
in  conlequencc  of  this,  yields  even  to  the-  amount  of  ninety  bufliels  of 
maize  per  acre.     But,  fuch  inllances  are  rare,  and  occur  only  wh^c  the 
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foil  is  both  naturally  rich  and  well  improved  by'  manure  and  tillage.  The 
•common  extent  of  the  farms  is  fcvcnty  acres.  Some  fmall  number  of 
them  contain  two  hundred  acres ;  and  three  or  four,  even  four  hundred 
acres. 

l^ic  farm  of  Samuel  Elem,  to- whom  I  had  a  letter  from  William 
Rufh,  is  four  hundred  acres  in  extent.  He  is  the  only  farmer  in  the  ifland 
who  does  not  pcrfonally  labour  upon  his  own  ground.  He  is  an  Engliih- 
man,  from  Yorklhire.  He  came  hither  as  a  merchant  before  the  revolu- 
tion. The  length  of  h'u  neceffary  ftay  gave  him  a  fondnefs  for  the  coun- 
try, and  inclined  him  to  fettle  in  it.  He  lives  in  a  fnug  fmall  houfe,  five 
miles  from  Newport,  and  near  to  Eall  Paffage.  Agriculture  is  the  only 
buiinefs  that  he  now  follows.  He  does  not  boafl  of  having  found  it,  a» 
yet,  very  profitable.  But,  he  finds  the  condition  of  life  agreeable,  and 
f  ufficiently  fufceptible  of  improvement  from  his  turn  for  curious  obfcr- 
vation,  and  his  attention  to  the  procefTcs  of  nature.  This  farm,  on  which 
he  has  been  fettled  theffc  fix  years,  begins  to  be  iii  a  good  flatc  of  cul- 
tivation. The  ftone  fences  inclofing  his  fields  are  higher  and  better 
than  any  I  have  fecn  in  Maflachufetts.  His  meadows  are  in  a  {kutc  of 
improvement  and  fertility,  which  is  confiderably  profitable.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  labourers  flands  greatly  in  the  way  of  all  agricul- 
tural improvements  in  thcfe  parts.  As  Mr.  Elem  is  the  only  farmer  in 
the  ifl^nd  who  does  not  labour  with  his  own  hands,  fo  he  often  meets 
with  a  contradictory  fpin  in  his  working-people,  who  are  apt  to  think, 
that  their  toil  mull  make  them  more  fkilful  in  hufbandry  than  their  idle 
mafler.  His  cows  and  oxen  are  diftinguilhcd  as  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
refl  of  the  ifland,  which,  however,  arc,  in  general,  very  good.  His  flieep 
are  of  the  beft  fort.  Their  wool  is  cafily  fold  at  the  price  of  a  quarter  of 
a  dollar  the  pound,  and  each  fleece  yields  two  pounds  and  a  half.  In 
fummcr  he  keeps  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but  in 
winter  reduces  this  number  to  fixty.  From  the  firfl  of  December  to  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  he  keeps  his  cows  and  oxen  in  flails  ;  but  that  is  not 
the  general  pra(Slic5  of  the  farmers  in  the  ifland.  Either  from  poverty  or 
prejudice,  niofl  of  them  have  no  cow-houfes.    They  put  up  their  hay  in 
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the  meadows ;  and  give  daily)  in  winter,  a  certain  quantity  of  it  to  the 
cattle  in  the  open  fields.  There  falls  lb  little  fnow  in  the  iile,  that  no 
gl-cat  harm  feems  to  rcfult  from  this  pradice.  Only  the  horfes  and  the 
milch-cows  arc  flailed  in  winter. 

The  cheefe  of  Rhode  Ifland  is  famoiis  throughout  all  America ;  but 
the  only  cheefc  which  thefe  parts  now  furnifli  for  exportation  is  from 
the  ifles  of  Connanicut  and  Block,  which  make  part  of  this  ftate.  On 
Rhode  Ifland  itfclf,  few  of  the  farmers  keep  fuch  a  number  as  to  pro- 
duce more  cheeie  than  is  neceiTary  for  their  domeftic  ufe. 

The  following  reafbns  are  aillgned  for  the  poverty  of  the  farmers  of 
Rhode-Ifland.  It  is  ufual  for  the  young  people,  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
■to  leave  the  family  of  their  parents,  and  to  go  into  the  iervice  of  others. 
The  parents  find  it  vain  to  endtavour  to  detain  them  ;  for,  if  not  per- 
mitted to  do  as  others  do,  they  will  not  work  at  home.  In  confequence, 
^ther  labourers  are  to  be  hired ;  and  that  accumulation  of  ftock  is  materi- 
ally hindered  which  might  be  beft  produced  by  the  joint  labour  of  a  whole 
family,  without  hired  ailiilance.  Befides,  fo  many  are  difpofed  to  be- 
come farmers  for  themfelves,  even  without  any  adequate  flock,  that  la- 
ibourers  are  not  to  be  procured  for  any  reafbnablc  hire,  even  in  cafes  of  the 
T«ofl  urgent  neccflfity.  2.  It  is  a  difad vantage  alfb  to  the  agriculture  of 
this  territory,  that  it  is  every  where  adjacent  to  the  fca.  The  young  peo- 
ple have,  in  confequence  of  this,  been  long  accuflomed  to  prefer  a  iea- 
faring  life  to  hufbandry,  becaufe  the  former  affords  higher  wages  in  mo- 
ney, and  is  more  grateful  to  the  roving  fpirit  of  inexperienced  youth. 
£ven  the  rcfident  farmers  are  tempted  to  join  the  fifhing  with  the  toils  of 
hufbandry,  as  the  fiihing  affords,  at  all  times  in  the  year,  a  very  plentiful 
fupply  for  the  nourifhment  of  their  families.  They,  confcquently,  take 
3ittle  care  to  improve  the  foil  to  its  highcfl  pitch  of  cultivation.  The 
fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  along  all  the  fea-coafl  of  Ame- 
j-ica.  3.  There  is  a  want  of  a  regular  and  profitable  market  tor  the  fupcr- 
ffuous  produce  of  the  ifle.  There  is,  indeed,  a  market-place  in  the  town 
of  Newport ;  but  the  farmers  rarely  bring  their  grain  hither  for  falc ;  nor 
'do  thofc  who  arc  in  want  of  it  report  to  this  market  to  Supply  themfelves. 
a'.  The 
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The  farmers  brinp^  their  ilcfh,  corn,  beans,  and  pcaie  to  the  town,  and 
there  place  it  in  houfes  for  fale.  When  purchafcrs  do  not  appear,  as  is 
often  the  cafe  ;  the  quantity  is  far  from  beino;  fufTiclentlv  conficlcrahle 
to  become  an  ()!j)c<^>  of  commercial  fpcculation  for  foreign  export,  to 
the  merchants,  i.  There  is  fuch  an  extreme  fcarcity  of  wood,  tiiat  no 
farmer  who  is  in  want  of  it,  can  fupplv  himlcif  at  a  Icfs  price  than  four 
or  five  dollars  a  cord.  In  confcqvience  of  this  want  of  trees,  the  Vvholc 
iiland  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  winds,  which  often  Wow  over  it  v\ ith  a 
very  troublefomc  Molcnce.  There  has  been  a  remarkable  difrerence  in 
the  produce  of  fruit  upon  the  farms  of  this  ifle,  ever  fincc  the  great  trees 
were  ddlroved  by  the  Knglilh  during  the  war.  5.  The  ele<^l:ions  to  al! 
places  in  the  govcrnnient,  and  to  the  legiflative  rcprefentation,  are  re- 
newed every  fix  months  ;  and  the  frequent  jo\  lies  and  public  meetings 
which  thefe  occafion,  fecm  to  withdraw  the  t-itention  of  thcfe  people, 
in  too  great  a  degree,  from  their  hufbandry.  ft.  Lullly,  the  people  of 
Rhode- Iiland  are  fmgularly  illiterate.  Scarcely  has  the  whole  ifland  a 
fniglc  wcil-conduded  free-fchool ;  fuch  is  the  oppofition  of  prejudice  to 
every  thing  of  this  nature.  The  public  records  of  the  fmall  ftatc  of 
Rhodc-Ifland  are  in  greater  diforder  than  thofe  of  any  one  elfc ;  and 
this  diforder  is  a  primary  caufe  of  the  ignorance  of  its  inhabitar.;:s:  fo 
that  all  their  defeds  in  the  refpet^  of  knowledge,  are  plainly  to  be 
charged  to  the  mifcondu<I:l:  of  their  rulers. 

The  price  of  land  varies,  throughout  this  ifland,  from  five  and  twenty 
to  five  and  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  It  has  remained  the  fame  for  thcfe  fix 
years;  and  its  rile  feems  to  be  prevei\tcd  by  the  exorbitant  price  of  la- 
hour.  In  the  townftiip  of  Newport,  land  ih  fold  t<)mcwhat  dearer  than 
«hi:whcrc.        -a;:..  ...... 

Approaching  Newport,  you  fee  the  heights  where  the  Knglifli  long  rc- 
n»ained,  when  they  were  maflers  of  the  town.  Thcvfeized  thofe  heiirhti 
at  the  moment  of  thtiir  landing.    ^   

Newport  is  accounted  the  chieftownof  tlieftatc  of  Rhode- Iiland.  Tt 
i'-  the  mod  ancient;  the  deputies  of  tiu'  llate  hold  their  alTemblies  in  it ; 
but  Providence  is  more  populous,  and  carric.*;  »m  a  more  conliderable 
•  -•-  .')  S  trade- 
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trade.  Before  the  war,  there  were  in  Newport  ten  thoufand  inhabitant.^ ; 
in  Providence,  not  more  than  one  thouiand.  Providence  now  contain:* 
fevcn  thoufand ;  Newport,  but  five  thoufand  inhabitants.  Many  of  the 
richer  inhabitants  of  Newport  have  dcfcrted  it.  A  number  of  families  for- 
faking  this  town  in  the  time  of  the  revolution,  while  it  was  in  the  pof- 
ieilion  of  the  Englilh,  retired  to  Providence,  and  fettling  thcrc^  have 
never  iince  been  induced  to  change  tusir  refldence.  Thoie,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  England,  went  away  with  the 
Engliih  troops,  when  thefe  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  ifland.  Politi- 
cal diffentions,  which  long  diilraded  Rhodc-lfland,  contributed  farther 
to  this  deiertion  of  Ncvsrport.  It  is  only  within  thefe  laft  two  or  three 
years,  that  its  trade  has  begun  to  revive.  It  has  twelve  veifcls  of  fome 
confiderable  burthen,  engaged  in  the  trade  to  Europe;  two  or  three 
which  fail  to  the  coafl  of  Guinea  for  cargoes  of  negroes,  which  they 
bring  for  falc  to  Georgia  and  the  Weft-India  Ifles ;  forty  more,  which 
are  employed  in  the  coafting-tradc,  and  fail  only  for  the  colonics.  The 
coaflii^-trade  is  that  which  the  people  of  this  town  chiefly  prefer. 
The  amount  of  the  exports  from  Newport  was,  in  1 701 »  of  the  value  of 
two  hundred  and  feventecn  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  dol- 
lars ;  in  1 7Q2,  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
fcven  dollars ;  in  1 703,  two  hundred  and  tbrty-fevcn  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  in  1  704,  three  himdred  and  eleven  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars ;  in  1 705,  three  hundred  and  feventecn 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  dollars. 

Barley  is  the  principal  article  of  agricultural  pvoduce,  which  it  fur- 
nifhes  for  exportation.  Tlie  illes  of  Connanicut,  Patience,  and  a  third 
that  lies  in  the  bay,  are  ufually  fbwn  with  corn,  in  preference  to  any  other 
article  of  crop.  Some  little  wood  from  that  part  of  the  ftatc  which  is- 
contiguous  to  the  main-land,,  as.  well  as  in  an  adjacent  part  of  Maffa- 
chufetts ;  and  large  quantities  of  flax,  an  article  much  cultivated  here ;. 
are  annually  exported  out  of  Newport,  The  barley  exported  from  Rhode- 
l)land,  is  freighted  rather  on  board  the  fhips  from  Providence,  than  in 
thofc  from  Newport.    The  fhips  from  Providence  carry  it  chiefly  into 
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the  fbuthern  ilatcs,  from  which  they  bring,  in  return,  other  cargoes, 
either  to  fome  port  in  the  United  States,  to  Europe,  or  to  the  Weft- 
India  Ifles.  •        "^     n  1.  -     .«.f 

The  houfcs  of  Newport  are  almoft  all  very  fmall,  and  miferably  bad : 
they  are  of  wood,  and  not  painted.  In  the  town,  every  thing  wears  the 
appe£\rancc  of  decay  ;  but  the  harbour  has  a  ihew  of  opulence  and  adivc 
commerce.  The  vicinity  of  the  fea,  the  fpacioufncfs  and  fecurity  of  the 
road,  its  cafmcfs  of  accefs,  and  its  convenient  fituation,  render  it  a  very 
commodious  fhclter  for  velTcIs  going  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  main- 
land of  America,  towards  the  northern,  or  from  the  north  fouthwards.  It 
is  indeed  more  frequented  than  any  other  port,  by  foreign  (liips.  New- 
port, witii  all  thefe  advantages,  fcems  to  be  naturally  deftined  to  become 
a  harbour  for  Ihips  of  war,  whenever  the  United  States  fliall  alTume  the 
confequence  of  a  Naval  Power.  It  will  then,  no  doubt,  be  more  care- 
fully fortified,  than  at  prelent.  A  fort  on  Goat-Ifland,  and  a  battery  on 
the  oppofite  Ihore,  are  the  only  means  of  defence  which  it  polTelTcs  at 
prefent,  and  are  certainly  inadequate  to  protedl  its  entrance.  The  firft 
power  with  which  the  States  ihould  be  at  war,  would  find  thefe  unable 
to  oppofe  any  naval  force  which  it  ihould  fend  to  occupy  the  harbour. 
Goat-Ifland  has  been  ceded  by  the  ftatc  of  Rhode-Ifland  to  the  United 
States. 

In  Rhode-Iiland  there  is  the  fame  freedom  of  religious  worlhip  and 
opinions,  as  in  Pennfylvania.  Baptifts  and  Quakers  are  the  moft  prevail- 
ing fe6ls ;  but  the  people  in  general,  in  this  ifland,  are  far  from  being 
religions  overmuch.  In  the  >^hole  ifland,  which  is  fifteen  miles  long  atid 
three  miles  broad,  there  is  no  church,  except  at  Newport ;  and  to  this  the 
country-people  do  not  rcfort  above  four  times  in  the  year.  The  people 
of  this  ftate  arc  reputed  to  be  indolent,  quarrelfome,  and  litigious.  Thefe 
faults  of  charadlcr,  if  juftly  imputed,  are  futficient  to  account  for  their 
poverty.  There  is  faid  to  be  a  great  uncertainty  of  political  opinions  in 
tthode-Ifland :  they  were  ncjt  luifavourable  to  the  abominable  tyranny 
of  Robefpicrrc ;  they  are  tar  lefs  friendly  to  France  iincc  the  guilt  ol* 
that  tyranny  has  been  fuppreffed,  and  order  reftored.     Before  the  war, 
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there  were  many  opulent  inhabitants  in  Rhode-Illand :  at  prcfcnt,  only 
the  mins  of  their  houfcs,  and  the  traces  of  their  former  inciofures,  re- 
main to  be  fecn.  The  lioufcs  are  either,  defolate,  or  arc  inhabited  in 
their  Icaft  ruinous  parts,  by  people  who,  on  account  of  the  fmallncfs  of 
their  capitals,  their  diHikc  to  labour,  and  many  other  reafons,  are  much 
inferior  in  condition  to  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of  New  England. 

In  the  high-church  of  Newport,  there  is  a  monument  erected  by  the 
order  of  Louis  the  fixteenth,  to  the  Chevalier  de  Tkhnay.  He  was 
commander  of  the  fleet  whith  conveyed  M.  Uociiambkau  and  the 
French  army  to  America.  He  died  at  Newport  in  the  year  1 780.  The 
infcription  is  in  a  very  fjmplc  ftvlc,  and  fpeaks  very  much  in  honour  of" 
M.  dc  Tenia} . 

The  State  of  Rhode- Uland  is  very  proud  of  having  given  birth  to  Ge- 
neral Green,  one  of  the  greatcll,  if  not  abfolutely  the  greatcft,  of  Ame- 
rican generals.  He  was,  by  birth,  a  Quaker,  and  was  a  rcfpedlablc 
trader  in  Newport.  But,  for  the  fake  of  liberty,  he  quickly  iliook  off 
the  prejudices  of  his  fc(Sl,  and  abandoned  his  bufmefs.  He  went,  in  the 
\ery  beginning  of  the  war,  to  contend  againft  Britiih  opprcflion.  In  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  memorable  war,  there  was  not  a  battle,  not  a  ikir^ 
mifh,  in  which  Green  did  not  diftinguilh  himfelf  by  fignal  valour,  and» 
extraordinary  military  talents.  His  found  and  difccrning  mind  rendered 
often  the  moft  important  fcrviccs  in  the  Council.  He  is,  above  all,  fa- 
mous for  his  expedition  into  the  fouthern  ftates,  in  the  year  178-1.  At 
the  head  of  a  fmall  force  of  not  more  than  one  rhoufand  or  one  thoufand 
one  hundred  men,  fcarccly  clad,  raw,  and  animated  by  nothing  fo  much 
as  by  their  confidence  in  General  Green  pcrfonally  ;  he,  by  a  v^aricty  of 
the  moft  Ikilful  ftratagcms,  and  plans  ol*  annoyance,  and  by  the  cxertion- 
of  extraordinary  courage,  forced  the  Englilh  to  retire  gradually  from  the 
provinces  of  Upper  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  almoft  all  South  Caro- 
lina ;  delivering  the  injured,  harraifed,  and  fcattered  inhabitants  of  thole 
dcfolatcd  territories,  from  the  miicry  and  opprcllion  under  which  they 
had  long  groaned.  He  reftored  the  unhappy  fugitives  to  their  habita- 
tions, and  compelled  the  Engliih  to  retire  into  York  and  Charlcftown, 
.  where 
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where  they  were  foon  finally  vanquiflied  by  the  joint  arms  of  the  Frencli 
and  Americans.  Green,  no  I  zfs  humane  in  vitilory,  than  brave  and  cn- 
tcrprifing  in  warfare,  llained  his  triumph  with  no  atrocicico,  notuith- 
ft.inding  the  provoking  example  which  had  been  fet  by  the  Engllih.  lie 
was  the  ardent  friend  of  liberty,  V 'ithout  laying  afidc,  on  this  acco\int, 
all  refped  to  natural  juftice  and  humanity.  His  ^^holc  life  was  ipcnt  In 
a  continued  train. of  virtuous  adlions.  After  tliefe  illullrious  deeds  in  tbtt^ 
held,  he  was  hailed  as  the  deliverer  of  the  fouthcrii  ftatcs,  and  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Congrefs.  He  died  within  a  few  }cars  after  the  cftabliih- 
ment  of  American  freedom.  The  Congrefs  cieCtcd,  at  the  public  cx- 
pcncc,  a  monument  in  honour  of  his  patriotifm,  his  vi.tucs,  and  his 
talents ;  and  in  fo  doing,  gratified  the  carncfc  dcfire  of  all  true-hearted 
Americans. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  had,  likewifc,  another  eminent  perfpn* 
whofe  military  talents  and  valorous  a<5llvity  dlftiuguiflied  him,  on  the 
one  hand,  though  not  fo  much  as  did  his  notorious  perfidy  and  bafenefs 
on  the  other.  This  was  the  traitor  A^'***'  .f  He  was,  before  the 
war,  a  trader  and  dealer  m  cattle,  as  I  have  been  aiTured.  He  efpoufed, 
with  great  ardour,  the  caufe  of  his  native  country.  He  quickly  dillin- 
guilhed  himfelf  by  the  expedition  into  Canada,  and  by  that  famous  and 
daring  march  through  the  weftern  parts  of  the  province  of  Maine  to  the. 
river  of  St.  Lorenzo,  a  tradl  which  had  been,  hitherto,  accounted  inac- 
ccflTiblc  to  an  army.  A*****  was  one  of  the  inferior  commanders  un- 
der General  Gates,  and  had  a  fliare  in  the  glory  of  the  fortunate  day  of. 
Saratoga.  In  many  engagements,  previous  to  the  great  and  decifivc 
events  of  that  day,  he  had  greatly  diftinguiflied  himfelf.  Soon  after,  the 
u.nprincipled  A*****,  being  corrupted  by  Knglilli  gold,  to  his  eternal  in- 
famy, became,  towards  the  clofc  of  a  war  in  which  he  had  fo  gallantly 
fought,  the  worft  enemy  of  his  native  country.  He  defired,  no  doubt, 
to  pn;ferve  his  rank,  and  expe«flcd  as  much,  as  was  clear  from  the  confi- 
dence with  which  he  folicitcd  it.     But  the  Englilh  government,  though 

t  A*****  is,  however,  well  known  to  have  been  a  native  of  Norwich,  in  Connec- 
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they  could  avail  thcmielves  of  treachery,  abhorred  the  traitor.  A***** 
lives  with  a  large  or  a  fmall  penfion,  God  knows  in  what  corner  of  Eng- 
land, covered  with  ignominy,  and  aware,  that  his  name  is  never  pro- 
nounced by  his  fellow-countrymen  without  abhorrence,  and  that  he 
muft  ever  be  detelled  as  the  treacherous,  though  unfucccf.ful  betrayer  of 
American  freedom.  **  What  will  the  Americans  do  to  me,  If  I  fall  into 
their  hands?"  faid  he  once  to  a  prifoner.  "  They  will  take  away  that 
leg  from  you,  which  you  broke  in  their  fer\ice,  and  bury  it  honour- 
ably," anfwercd  the  prifoner,  **  then,  by  the  other,  they  will  hang  you 
up  as  a  traitor." 

After  fpcnding  an  evening  at  the  houfc  of  S.v  m ue  r.  El  f. m  in  the  coun- 
try, and  after  halting  for  an  hour  in  Newport,  1  went  gladly  on  board  a 
fchooner  belonging  to  Bofton,  to  take  my  paflage  to  Providence.  I  was 
to  return  within  the  (pace  of  two  days  from  that  town  ;  as  I  expei^cd  my 
horfe  to  arrive  within  this  time ;  and  propofed  then  to  proceed  towards 
New  London,  along  the  great  bay  by  which  Rhode-Ifland  is  feparatcd 
from  the  main-land.  The  wind,  though  fair  when  we  let  fail,  veered 
about  within  the  fpacc  of  an  hour,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  return  to 
Newport,  after  having  been  three  hours  tacking  about  at  fea,  without 
advancing  two  miles  on  our  voyage.  I  palTed  the  reft  of  the  day  in 
Newpor*",  with  my  friend  Samuel  Elem,  the  bed  of  Quakers,  and  the 
wejTthieft  of  n*?n.     He  is  a  bachelor,  rich,  fond  of  trade,  and  of  rural 
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Worthy  Samuel  Elem  ftiU  infifted  upon  doing  the  honours  of  the 
country  towards  me.  On  Saturday,  the  21th,  he  conduced  me  to  the 
cxtremicy  of  the  illand,  where  I  might  obtain  a  paflage  to  Briftol.  His 
politeneH  was  joined  to  an  engaging  fimplicity  of  manners,  extremely 
differcnl;  from  that  roughnefs  and  drynefs  of  addrefs,  which  are  ufually 
attribut.  1  to  the  Quakers. 

Alth"  %h  I  travelled  by  a  way  difTcrent  from  that  by  which  I  had  en- 
tered <^.ie  ifland,  yet  I  could  perceive  no  remarkable  diverfity,  in  cither 

the 


BY  THE  DUKE  OS  LA  R.OCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT. 


503 


the  appearance  of  the  dwelling-houfes,  the  culti\'ation  of  the  foil,  or  the 
general  charafter  of  the  hufbandry.  The  profpcd  of  the  bay,  of  the 
iflcts  with  which  it  is  interfpcrfed,  and  the  main-land  contiguous  to  the 
bay,  is  extremely  plealing.  The  paflage  from  the  ifland  to  Briftol  is  a 
mile  in  breadth  ;  it  is  croffcd  in  a  ferry-boat  with  a  fmgle  fail ;  it  is  large, 
deep,  and  fecure :  the  only  inconvenience  attending  it  is,  that  horfcs  can- 
not be  eafily  brought  on  board  it ;  my  horfc  was  confiderably  hurt  in  the 
attempt. 

On  the  oppofite  fhore,  as  far  as  to  Warren,  a  dlftance  of  fix  or  fcven 
miles,  the  land  is  more  fandy,  and  more  ftony,  than  in  the  ifland :  but, 
it  yields  great  quantities  of  fruit  and  of  pulfe,  that  is  reputed  to  be  of 
very  excellent  quality. 

Briftol  is  a  fmall  fca-port  town  lying  on  the  bay.  It  carries  on  fome- 
trade  to  the  Antilles.  In  the  year  1775,  the  houfes  were  almoft  alt 
burnt  to  the  ground  by  Captain  ♦***,  who  commanded  a  imall  Englilh 
fquadron.  They  have  been  rebuilt,  and  are  now  more  numerous  than 
before  that  difafter. 

Warren  is  nearly  fuch  another  port-town  as  Briftol ;  eight  or  ten  (hips 
a  year  are  built  in  it.  Barringtou,  another  fmall  fca-port  town,  which 
is  divided  from  Warren  only  by  a  river  of  its  own  name,  was  begun  to 
be  built  in  the  year  1 769,  and  confifts  now  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  good  houfes.  Some  few  merchants  refidc  in  thefe  three  fea-port 
towns ;  but  the  Ihips  belonging  to  them  arc  for  the  moft  part  employed 
in  the  trade  from  Providence.  Thclc  fmall  villages  are  much  better 
built  than  Newport.  The  value  of  land  has  rifen  here  to  at  leaft  three 
times  as  much  as  it  formerly  was,  according  to  an  eftimate  founded  upon' 
tlie  prefent  amount  of  the  taxes. 

Two  miles  beyond  Warren,  the  road  turns  to  Providence  in  MaiTa- 
chufctts.  The  land  is  there,  for  fcvcral  miles,  fo  fandy  and  boggy,  that 
no  ftones  can  be  found  for  fences.  On  the  other  hand,  wood  is  {c  fcarce, 
and  fo  coftly,  that  it  can  as  little  be  applied  to  this  ufe  as  ftones.  Vet 
the  fields  arc  enclofcd  with  fences,  which,  to  two-thirds  of  the  ht  ,. 
^c  formed  of  turfe,  with  ciQfsi-bara  of  timber  above.  In  other  places 
.  where 
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^^hcre  floncs  are  not  i'o  fcarcc,  the  icnccs  arc  tbrmed  one-halt' of  ftoiies, 
one  halt'  ot*  wood.  -  is 

I  know  not  whether  it  miglit  be,  lluit  the  information  which  I  re* 
celved  in  Newport,  impreired  me  with  unfavourable  prejudices  againll  the 
people  of  Uhodc-IlJand :  but  1  could  not  help  thinking,  that,  in  the 
Ihort  part  of  my  wa)  which  now  led  through  tlie  itatc  of  Mallachufctts, 
I  received  nuich  more  obliging  aul'vvxrb  to  mv  enquiries,  tl^an  in  the  dil- 
trict^^hich  I  had  left.  .,  . 

I  liad,  however,  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my  reception  with  Mosr.s 
Bkown,  to  \Nhom  I  had  a  letter  ot'  introduction  I'rom  William  HuHi. 
He  lives  in  a  t'arm  not  tar  from  the  upper  bridge  over  Deacon's  lli\  er,  oi\ 
the  way  to  Pro\  idcnce.  Mofes  Brown  ii*  a  very  lhi(^t  Quaker  ;  Ix'canic 
a  Quaker  upon  convidion  ;  and  has  been  fuch  for  the  fpace  of  torty  years. 
He  acquired  a  coniiderablc  fortune  in  trade,  of  which  he  has  religned  the 
greater  part  to  his  fon ;  and  he  himfclf  now  lives  in  quiet  ccfl'ation  from 
hufinefs,  tranfai^ing  nothing  of  that  fort  upon  his  own  account.  Not- 
w  ithltandlng  the  rullic  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  he  feemcd  to  be  a  very 
worthy  man.  He  prelTed  me  to  llay  with  him  for  the  evening,  telling 
me,  that  he  did  not  afk  me  in  the  way  of  empty  compliment,  but  that 
if  he  had  not  defired  my  company,  he  would  not  have  given  me  the  in- 
vitation. I  excufcd  myfelf,  by  mentioning,  that  as  I  had  but  very  little 
time  to  fpend  at  Providence,  and  as  the  weather,  though  generally  un- 
certain, was  now  tair,  I  mud,  therefore,  avail  myfelf  of  the  prefcnt  mo- 
ment, and  prt)ceed  on  my  journey. 

The  en\  irons  of  Prondcnce  are  more  intcrcfting  than  thofe  of  New- 
port :  and  they  gi\e  to  an  approaching  traveller,  ver)  favourable  ideas  of 
the  town  which  he  is  about  to  enter.  The  hill  at  the  toot  of  which  the 
town  lies,  and  over  whicli  you  mull  pafs  into  it,  is  interfc<fted  into  two 
parts  by  a  paved  road,  which  has  a  How  and  gentle  dcfccnt.  The 
town  lies  on  both  tides  of  the  river:  a  well-conllnided  bridiie  atfords  a 
ready  communication  between  its  two  divifions.  Lot'ty,  well-built  and 
wcll-furniflied  houfes,  are  numerous  in  this  town,  which  is  becoming 
continually  larger :  and  the  profpcdl  of  an  cncreafc  of  wealth  and  po- 
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puloufnefs,  has  inducctl  the  inhabitants  to  fct  apart  a  confidcrablc  ex- 
tent of  the  adjacent  hill  for  new  buildings.  The  trade  of  Pxcviclencc,  as 
I  mentioned  above,  is  four  or  five  times  as  great  as  that  of  Newport. 
Its  exports  arc  partly  from  this  ftate,  and  in  part  from  MulTlichufctts  and 
Connedicut.  A  dillillery,  perhaps  the  greateft  in  the  American  States, 
cxtenfxve  manufa^iiures  of  nails  and  of  other  forged  iron-work,  contribute 
much  to  the  exportation  from  this  place.  »  , 

■j  In  the  courfe  of  this  laft  year,  endeavours  have  been  made  to  intro- 
duce the  manufa(S:ure  of  cotton-yarn  and  ftufiS  into  Providence.  The 
author  of  this  undertaking  fays,  that  he  finds  it  already  profitable :  But  I 
fliould  fufpe<S  this  to  be,  rather  the  boaft  of  fanguine  expedation,  and  of 
iclf-conceit,  than  the  actual  truth  of  the  fads.  All  machines  in  America 
arc  indeed  more  or  lefs  profitable :  but  the  machinery  which  requires 
workmen  to  be  employed  about  it,  is  by  no  means  to  be  compared  with 
that  of  Europe,  where  a  truly  good  workman  gets  one-half  lefs  tlian  in 
America,  cfpccially  in  its  fea-port  towns.* 

*;.  There  are  fome  fhips  from  Providence  engaged  in  the  accurTed  traffic 
of  negroes,  in  contempt  of  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  by  which  it  has  been 
forbidden.  The  merchants  concerned  in  this  trade  perfuade  thcmfelves, 
that  Congrefs  cannot  alter  the  Conflitution ;  and  therefore  think,  that  in 
fpite  of  whatever  Congrefs  fhall  order,  they  may  continue  tlie  flave-tradc 
till  1808,  the  year  fixed  in  the  Conflitution  for  its  final  ccfTation.  They 
allege  farther,  that  every  flate  pofTefTes  a  right  to  decide  for  itfelf  in  re- 
gard to  this  traffic ;  and  that  the  flate  of  Rhode-lfland  has  not,  as  yet, 
made  any  enadment  againfl  it.  They  therefore  purchaf c  negroes,  and 
carry  them  to  fale  in  Georgia,  where  there  is  no  prohibition  of  any  fort 
againfl  the  trade.  Nearly  twenty  Ihips  from  the  harbours  of  the  United 
States  are  employed  in  the  importation  ot  negroes  to  Georgia,  and  to 
the  Wefl-India  ifles. 

I  am  furprifed,  that,  while  there  is  fo  flrong  and  general  a  difapproba- 
tion  of  this  whole  trade,  and  while  it  is  in  fuch  dired  contradidioti  to 

'.    *  Farther  details  concerning  the  trade  of  this  place,  with  an  account  of  the  trade  and 
conllitution  of  Rhqde-Illand,  may  be  fcen  in  the  journal  of  the  tour  of  1796.  • 
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the  fpirit  of  freedom,  and  to  the  predominant  fentlments  throughout 
America,  Congrcfs  fhould  ncglc<Jl  to  intcrpofe,  and  entirely  fupprcls-  it 
here.  I  was  informed,  that  this  is  about  to  happen :  But  it  is  likewise  to- 
be  owned,  that  the  merchants  of  Rhode-Illand  carry'on  the  flavc-trade 
in  a  way  lefs  offeiifivc  to  humanity,  than  that  in  which  it  is  conduced 
by  the  merchants  of  FAirope.  They  take  but  one  negro  for  every  tore 
of  the  fliip ;  while  the  Engliili  merchants,  it  is  faid,  take  from  one  and 
a  half  to  two  negroes  a  ton.  Even  in  fetters,  the  negroes  have  more 
room,  and  fufFer  lefs.  The  (hips  engaged  in  this  trade  are  ufually  not 
very  large ;  and  the  negroes,  as  1  was  allured,  commonly  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  dcftination  in  good  health. 

There  goes  but  a  fingle  vcflcl  from  Providence  to  the  whalc-filhery. 
Ill  fucccfs  has  occafioned  Ibmc  others,  which  were  formerly  employed  in 
the  fame  fi(hery,  to  be  withdrawn  from  it.  The  maritime  traffic  from 
Providence  is  principally  that  to  China,  and  to  Nootka  Sound.  The 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  this  port,  the  in- 
creafc,  and  the  impro'  ed  elegance  of  the  buildings,  is  more  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  place,  than  of  any 
new  refort  of  foreigners  to  fettle  here. 

This  fmall  ftate,  fituate  in  the  middle  of  New  England,  differs  much 
from  that  ftate,  by  peculiarity  of  cufloms,  ufages,  and  opinions,  which, 
whether  good  or  bad,  have  neceffarily  a  great  influence  upon  the  govern- 
ment. There  feems  to  be  a  general  defire  for  a  change  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  Rhode-Ifland.  .w  ^, 

The  population  of  this  whole  ftate  amounts  to  about  flxty-eight  thou- 
fand  fouls.  The  higheft  amount  of  the  taxes  is  twenty-thoufand  dollars 
in  the  year.  When  it  is  confidered,  that  the  Governor's  falary  is  only 
fix-  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds ;  and  that  the  members 
of  the  affembly  receive  no  falary ;  this  moderate  fum  will  not  be  thought 
inadequate  to  the  purpofes  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  Newport  fur- 
niflies  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  dollars,  two-thirds  of  this 
t  fum  ;  and  Providence  contributes  feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars.  The  taxes  paid  by  the  country  are  nearly  equal  to  tliofe  from 
J  the  towns.     There  arc  but  few  poor  to  be  maintained  by  public  charity, 
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in  this  ftatc.  The  roads  arc  repaired  by  die  common  labour  ot*  the  inha- 
bitants. No  extraordinary  cxpcncc  is  ever  applied  to  the  improvement 
rf  the  roads.  The  ftate  is  fo  fmall,  that  thcfe  people  give  thcmfelves  vcr/ 
Httlc  concern  about  highways.  In  travelling,  they  call  the  roads  good  or 
bad,  without  farther  care.  When  there  is  any  thing  ofindifpenfiblc  nc- 
ceffity  to  be  done  to  them,  they  then  raifc  a  voluntary  fublbription  to  ac- 
complilh  it.ff  >.>TjS  u,.  ,   .    r 

The  number  of  people  really  opulent  in  this  ftate,  is  not  confiderablc ; 
nor  is  the  number  much  greater  of  thofc  who  afFcft  the  appearance  of 
wealth  ;  for  this  lad  is  prevented  by  the  democratical  fpirit  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  by  the  tone  of  public  opinion  throughout  the  country.  There 
are,  hcfides,  certain  taxes  impofed,  particularly  upon  thofe  who  live  in  a 
fumptuous  ftylc.  There  is  in  Providence  a  college  for  the  education  of 
youth  in  the  different  branches  of  learning;  but  fo  far  is  it  from  being 
very  eminent  or  in  high  reputation,  that  they  who  wilh  to  give  their 
children  a  good  education,  fend  them  to  Maflachufetts  or  ConneAicut. 
The  funds  for  the  fupport  of  this  college  were  beftowed  chiefly  by  Bap- 
tifts ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  is  fettled,  that  the  prefident,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  other  teachers  mufl  belong  to  that  religion ;  and  they 
arc,  therefore,  chiefly  young  perfons  of  the  Baptift  fed:  who  are  educated 
in  it.  The  Quakers  are  not  much  in  favour  here.  They  have  an  auAc> 
rity  in  their  appearance,  an  extravagance  in  their  principles,  and  an  oddity 
in  their  cuiloms,  and  even  in  their  drefs,^  which,  in  my  opinion,  differ 
widely  and  difadvantagcoufly  from  the  amiable  iimplicity  of  the  character 
and  manners  of  the  Quakers  of  Philadelphia.  u  i 

But  here,  as  elfewhere,  the  Quakers  ftrongly  difapprove  of  Ikvery,  and 
of  the  traffic  in  negroes.  On  this  account  they  are  looked  on  with  an 
«vil  eye  by  the  flavc  owners ;  becaufe  the  fmallnefs  of  the  ftate  renders  it 
exceedingly  eafy  for  the  flaves  receiving  any  encouragement  to  that  effcdl, 
to  make  their  efcape  from  their  mailers.  ;  ji^  i^ 

In  Providence  there  are  Ibme  rich  merchants,  who  expend  their  wealth 
♦by  living  in  a  coniiderably  fumptuous  ftylc.  Such  are  Mcifrs.  Clark. 
and  ."Nightingale.  1  had  a  letter  of  introdudion  to  them.  The  former 
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received  me  very  hofpitably,  and  Iccmed  to  be  a  man  of  found  Intelli- 
gence, and  confidcrable  information.  By  him  I  was  introduced  to  an 
inhabitant  of  the  town,  who  had  lately  returned  from  France.  This 
man  fpokc  ftrongly  agalnft  the  revolution,  and  the  crimes  to  which  it 
had  given  birth.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  related,  that  at  the  Caftlc  of 
Vincennes,  he  had  obtained  <an  excellent  bargain  of  the  property  of  an 
emigrant,  and  named  others  who  had  been  as  great  gainers  as  he,  by  the 
profcrlptions  and  confifcations  ;  I  know  not  the  gentleman's  name  ;  if  I 
did,  I  lliould  think  it  my  duty  to  make  it  public.  '  ''' ' ""  '^f*- 

The  richeft  merchant  in  Providence  is  John  Brown,  brother  to 
Mofes  Brown,  the  Quaker  above  mentioned.  In  one  part  of  the  town 
he  has  accomplifhcd  things  that,  even  in  Europe,  would  appear  confi- 
dcrable. At  his  own  expericc  he  has  opened  a  paflage  through  a  hill  to 
the  river,  and  has  there  built  wharfs,  houfes,  an  extenfivc  diftillery,  and 
even  a  bridge,  by  whifch  the  road  from  Newport  to  Providence  is  Ihort- 
cned  by  at  leaft  a  mile.  He  has  fold  many  of  his  houfes.  At  his  wharfs 
arc  a  number  of  vcflels,  which  are  conftantly  receiving  or  difcharging 
cargoes.  In  his  diftillery  he  maintains  a  great  number  of  oxen,  the  la- 
bour of  which  is  extremely  ufefiil,  and  a  great  faving  of  expencc  to  him. 
I  had  no  letter  of  introdudlion  to  him ;  and  my  ftay  in  Providence  was 
too  Ihort  to  admit  of  my  becoming  acquainted  with  him.  I  exceedingly 
regretted  to  find  myfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  town,  without  convcrfing 
with  a  man,  the  extent  of  whofe  eftablifhments,  and  the  fuccefs  of  whofc 
trade,  evince  him  to  be  a  pcrfon  of  extraordinary  intelligence  and  en- 
largement of  mind.  '    "*'■'•-'  ■  •  "^  •*       ■«•.,>  ....    „    ,,j  .«,,;i,  j,. 

At  Providence,  and  throughout  the  whole  ftate,  the  produce  of  the 
land  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  ifland.  It  yields  of  maize  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  bufticls  an  acre,  and  of  other  produce  in  proportion.  There 
are  two  churches  in  Providence,  one  for  Anabaptifts,  another  for  Prefby- 
terians.  They  are  diftinguiflicd  for  the  ncatncfs  and  fimplicity  in  their 
ftru<^urc  and  decorations.     "       '  ■   "  ■       — *  -  "   ••."'-  >'*4..-..wi  *  *,♦    , 

The  wages  to  (hip-carpenters  and  other  labourers  arc  nearly  the  6mc 
in  Newport  and  Providence,  as  in  New  Bedford.  But  negroes  arc  almoft 
the  only  fervants  to  be  fcen. 
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The  ftatc  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  particularly  the  ifland,  have  fuffcred 
a  confiderable  lofs  of  population  by  emigration  to  the  newly  occupied 
lands,  and  in  particular  to  Canada.  Fov\cr  in  proportion  have  gone  from 
Maflachxifetts  than  tiom  this  ihite.  Bcfidcs,  Malfachufctts  is  receiving 
a  continual  influx  of  new  inhabitants.  There  arc  banks  in  both  thefc 
ftates.  That  of  Newport  is  of  recent  credion.  Its  notes  arc  generally 
for  one  dollar  each. 


cn- 


SCITUATE  AND  FISH'S  TAVERN. 

Scituate  is  a  townfliip.  Fifti's  Tavern,  where  I  paflcd  Sunday,  is  at 
the  diftancc  of  twenty-fix  miles  from  the  town.  The  road  thither,  leads 
over  hills,  is  (tony,  rugged,  and  indeed  as  bad  as  a  road  can  poflibly  be. 
The  farther  you  proceed  on  the  way  from  the  Providence,  fo  much  the 
more  barren  is  the  appearance  of  the  foil,  and  fo  much  poorer  and  more 
unfrequent  arc  the  dwclling-houfes.  There  is  an  cxtenfivc  trpfl  of  wood, 
condfting  chiefly  of  dwarfifh,  oaks,  firs,  and  birches.  The  njc.idows  are 
indiflfercnt,  and  unimproved  by  culture  ;  yet  fome  pretty  good  attic  arc 
to  be  feen  upon  them.  Sometimes  thefc  meadows  open  in  the  midft  of 
the  wood  ;  in  other  inllances  they  arc  only  adjacent  to  it.  Some  of  the 
fmall  rivers  put  in  motion  faw-mills,  and  iron^works,  which  have  been 
cre<^led  upon  them ;  yet  all  has  an  air  of  poverty  and  meanncfs.  Sonic 
beautiful  vales  arc  feen  as  one  travels  along  this  road.  The  weather  is  fo 
rainy,  that  even  the  worft  meadows  difplay  an  extraordinary  luxuriance 
of  grafs  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Inn,  I  found  there  Mr.  Trumbull,  a  member 
of  Congrefs,  who  was  on  a  journey  with  his  family.  I  had  feen  him  once 
before  in  Philadelphia. 

NORWICH  AND  NEW  LONDON. 

After  pafling  Fifli's  Tavern,  I  found  my  way  not  quite  fobad,  for  about 
f<'\cn  miles  farther,  llill  within  the  territory  of  Rhode- llland,  and  throiij^h 
tt  trad  of  country  nearly  limilar  to  that  by  which  I  had  come  hither. 
When  I  had  entered  the  confines  of  Connedicut,  I  found  both  the  laml 
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and  the  roads  in  a  better  condition.  On  the  borders  the  fuil  is  nearly 
the  lame,  but  in  a  better  Hate  of  cultivation.  The  houfes,  indeed,  etc 
not  greatly  better.  Yet  both  thcfe  and  the  fields,  the  farther  you  ad- 
vance, aiTunie  a  more  advantageous  appearance.  There  are  a  good  many 
ftreams  of  moderate  breadth ;  and  though  along  the  whole  road  the  land 
be  light  and  fandy,  yet  the  hay-ftacks  are  frequent  and  large,  and  the 
number  of  the  cattle  mud,  of  courfc,  be  confidcrable.  At.Norwich  arc 
a  number  of  mills,  forges,  and  faw-works.  This  fmall  town  lies  on  a 
creek  or  river,  which  falls  into  the  river  Thames,  juft  where  that  river 
begins  to  be  navigable.     The  harbour  lies  at  about  two  miles  diflancc. 

From  Norwich  to  New  London  the  foil  is  better,  though  dill  light. 
The  furface  of  the  country  is  diverfified  by  fevcral  vales,  through  which 
various  fmall  rivers,  creeks,  and  ftreamlets,  difcharge  their  waters  into  the 
Thames.  Clumps  of  trees,  like  thofe  in  England,  arc  fcattcred  over  all 
the  fields.  The  profpeft  is  not  extenfive,  but  fmiling  and  agreeable. 
The  houfes  are  larger,  and  more  handfomel^  decorated.  The  inhabitants 
arc  better  clad,  and  make  as  good  an  appearance  as  thofe  of  Maifachu- 
Ictts.  One  part  of  the  road  is  in  a  very  good  ilatc  of  repair,  and  a  toll  is 
cxadcd  for  horfcs  and  wagg<;ns  pafling  along  it.  The  navigation  of  the 
river  admits  veflMi  of  an  iumdred  tons  burthen  to  come  up  as  far  as 
Norwich  ;  and  this, .with  the  trade  of  New  London,  gives  an  air  of  adili- 
vity  and  animation  to  the  whole  country  adjacent.  You  enter  the  town 
b\  a  paflagc  cut  over  the  declivity  of  a  hill ;  perhaps  lefs  carefully  finilhed 
than  that  at  ProN  idence,  yet  not  precipitous,  and  far  from  being  bad. 

New  London  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  at  two  miles  dilbince  from 
the  fca.  Its  principal  llreet  is  a  mile  in  length.  The  houfes  do  not 
Itand  dole  together;  but  the  intervals  between  them  arc  fmall,  and  arc 
every  day  mf)re  and  more  filled  up  with  new  buildings.  An  adjacent 
fireet,  running  parallel  to  the  main  flreet,  contains  feveral  confidcrable 
and  jiandfome  linifes.  New  London  was  burnt  in  the  year  I'ril,  by 
the  Engliili,  under  ihe  dircdion  of  the  •****^-:k^«  Arnold  ;  and  the  da- 
niagc  done  on  tiuit  occafion  was  equal  to  the  fum  ui  five  hundred  thou- 
fuiid  dollars.  It  is  at  prefent  among  thf  town.s  (;''thc  fourth  order ;  ood 
though  it  be  environed  with  rocks,  its  afpcd  i^;  fu/ficicntly  ii^iccahle. 
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New  London  is  reckoned  the  principal  lea-port  town  in  Conncdlicut. 
Tlic  anchorage  is  fafc ;  the  depth  of  water  confidcrablc ;  the  entrance 
dtfEcult.  The  harbour  is  protcded  by  the  two  torts  of — Grefworth,  on 
the  eaft  banks  of  the  Thames, — and  Trumbull,  on  the  oppofite  bank  on 
which  the  town  (lands.    1  faw  only  the  latter,  which  is  in  a  bad  condition. 

Blit,  attention  to  thcfe  fortifications  is  the  Icfs  neccifary,  on  account 
of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  river.  Ships  belonging  to  Norwich  take  in  their 
cargoes  at  New  London;  thofe  which  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  burthen,  take  their  lading  in  Connedicut  river,  at  Ncwhaven. 

In  regard  to  the  cullom-houfe,  the  diftrid;  of  NewLondon  lately  extended 
to  Connecticut  river.  The  reprefentations  ot'  the  merchants  on  the  latter 
river,  to  the  lad  feilion  of  Congrefs,  procured  the  port  of  this  river  to  be 
crcdlcd  into  a  new  commercial  di{lri(5t ;  and  the  dillriA  of  New  London 
to  be  limited  to  the  ports  of  New  London,  Norwich,  and  Stonington,  u 
fmall  port  on  the  river  Stoneg,  in  that  part  of  Connecticut  which  is  adja- 
cent to  Rhode-Ifland.     The  dillrid  of  New  London  employs,  at  prefcnt, 
about  fix  thoufand  tons  of  fliipping  in  the  foreign  trade,  an  equal  (juan- 
tity  in  the  coalling  trade,  and  fix  or  fe\en  fmall  vcflcls  which  belong  to 
Stonington,  and  are  engaged  in  the  capture  of  ftt^ck  fiflies.    The  \  elfcls- 
belonging  to  the  foreign  trade  are,  at  an  average,  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  tons  burthen  each.     Thofe  in  the  coafting  trade  are  veiTcls  of  eighty 
tons.     The  exports  from  New  London  were,  in  the  year  1  7y  1,  five  hun- 
dred and  eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  in  value ; 
in  irt^l!,  five  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars;  in  1793,  fi\c  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoulluid  fix  iiuii- 
dred  and  fifty -eight  dollars;  in  171)1.  five  hundred  and  lixty-thrte  thcu- 
fund  fo  r  hundred  and  fixty-cight  dollars;   in    I7y.'5,  /..e  hundred  and 
ie'^'-iteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars. 

The  exports  from  New  London  are  font,  ulmoft  all,  to  the  Weil  In- 
dia ifles.  They  confill  ot"  horfcs,  dried  beef  and  |)ork,  mules,  fowls,  cat- 
tle ol'ali  forts,  beans  and  peale,  timber,  butter,  cheele,  and  I'altfilh.  Tlicfc 
articles  are  named  here  in  the  order  of  the  tjuantities  in  v%hich  they  ar^c 
exported:  t'',it  of  v\hich  there  is  the  greutell  proportion  exported,  being 
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named  fird ;  and  tiiat  luil,  of  wliich  the  exportation  is  the  fmallcil. 
Horfci  and  black  cattle  arc  reared  in  great  numbers  in  this  (late ; 
but  a  great  proportion  ot'  thofc  which  arc  hence  exported,  come  from 
the  northern  ftates  of  New  York,  Vermont,  New  Hampfliire,  and  Maflk- 
chufetts. 

The  negligence  of  the  merchants  of  Albany,  which  Tuffcrs  a  profitable 
trade  to  be  carried  away  frojn  tl'.rm  ;  and  the  adivity  of  the  failors  and 
merchants  of  New  London,  in  lading  and  unlading  their  veflcls;  arc  the 
principal  caufcs  which  enable  the  people  of  this  port  to  cngrofs  <b  much  of 
a  traffic  fo  advantageous.  It  is  affirmed,  that  though  the  cattle  be  crowded 
together  in  the  vcirels,  to  an  incredible  number,  not  one  out  of  an  hun- 
-dred  dies  in  the  palTage.  The  fhip-owner  fupplics  the  fodder,  which 
is  always  the  befl  that  can  be  procured.  The  captain  has  a  certain 
monthly  hire,  but  no  iliare  in  the  profits  of  the  freight ;  only,  when  he  is 
intrulled  with  the  charge  of  the  falc  in  the  iflands,  he  then  receives  five 
per  cent  commiflion. 

All  the  cattle  exported  from  Norwich,  and  often  alfo  thofe  from  Con- 
nec'ticut  River,  come  by  land  to  New  London,  and  are  there  put  on 
board  fuch  vcilcls  as  are  ready  to  receive  them.  Suited  pork  and  beef,  but- 
ter and  checfe,  are  likcwilc  exported  from  this  harbour,  in  large  quan- 
tities, to  the  other  dates.  Many  of  the  fliips  which  convey  thefc  cargoes 
take  returning  cargoes  to  I'lurope,  or  to  the  colonies.  The  whole  expor- 
tation to  Eiuope  conhlla  o(  nut  more  than  a  dozen  flilp's  cargoes  a  year, 
which  go  t(j  England  or  Ireland,  and  confifl  of  wood,  lint-Iced,  potatoes, 
pcarl-alhes,  and  fiimac,  which  a  merchant  of  this  port  prepares  for  ex- 
portation, by  an  invention  of  his  own,  for  the  fole  benefit  of  which  he 
enjoys  a  patent  right  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years.  The  fumac  grows  in 
great  plenty  on  the  uncleared  grounds.  It  is  firfl  cut  into  Imall  pieces, 
and  dr'.cd,  then  reduced  to  a  coarle  powder,  and  in  this  condition  applied 
to  the  purpofcs  of  dyeing.  It  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  dollars  and 
<;nc-third  a  barrel ;  and  for  thefc  lalV  two  years  there  have  been  exported 
not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  barrels  a  year. 

Ajj  to  the  fiihcry,  the  places  where  the  fifhc;  are  taken,  h  at  fuch  a 
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diftancc,  that  the  fiflies  cannot  be  brought  to  New  London  to  be  dried. 
This  bufmefs  is  carried  on  between  the  iflcs  adjacent  to  the  province  of 
Maine,  and  the  coufts  of  Labrador ;  but,  for  ready  falc,  the  filli  is  brought 
to  New  London,  and  thence  to  tlie  colf)nics,  and  to  New  York  or  Bofton. 
The  vcffels  are  then  freighted,  ufualiy  to  the  colonies,  rarely,  if  ever,  to 
Europe.  The  merchants  of  Conncdicut  ha\  c  not  fufficient  capital  to 
enable  them  to  await  the  How  return  of  money  from  the  trade  to  Eu- 
rope. The  cargoes  fent  from  Conncdicut,  arc  ahijoll  all  ddlined  fur 
Bollon  or  New  York.     There  are,  however,  fome  exceptions.  ' 

The  vcflels  of  this  port  do  not  all  belong  to  the  merchants  of  New 
London.  Some  of  them  are  the  property  of  merchants  belonging  to 
Hartford  and  New  York.  Few  merchants  in  Connedicut  trade  to  the 
extent  of  more  than  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  even  including  with  their 
capital,  their  credit,  which,  indeed,  does  not  go  far.  The  capital  of  the 
merchants  experiences  here  a  much  fmaller  annual  augmentation,  than 
in  any  other  port  of  America.  In  the  courfe  of  thele  lafk  years,  it  hat 
increafed  about  a  fifth  part ;  and  in  this  increment  is  included  the  im- 
provement and  incrcafe  of  the  buildings  of  the  town.  I  received  all  thefc 
particulars  of  information  from  Mr.  Hini  iXOTov,  colletlor  of  the  cuf- 
toms  for  this  port ;  a  man  of  integrity,  dirccrnmcnt,  and  correal  infor- 
mation. •'  , 

The  bed  land  in  the  whole  diftrit^,  which  lies  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  does  not  coft  more  than  tv\cnty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Its 
average  rate  is  one-third  more  than  in  llhodc-Ifland,  including  the  illc. 
The  price  of  labour  is  alfo  higher  here.  Labourers  in  hufbandry  receive 
here  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  a  day,  or  from  thirteen  to  lourtecn  dollars  a 
month.  The  winter,  or  the  time  in  which  the  cattle  mull  be  fupplied 
with  dry  fodder,  laiVs  from  four  months  and  a  haif  *:o  five  months.  Many 
of  the  farmers  never  ho\ife  their  cattle.  There  is,  on  this  account,  a  want 
of  ftalls  and  cow-houl*es ;  but  the  more  opulent  farmers  are  more  careful 
of  their  cattle  in  the  winter. 

New  London  contains  four  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  has  a  bank  tijat 
was  eftabliflied  in  the  year  i;H'J,  and  of  which  the  capital  is  fiity  thou- 
fand dollars.     It  has,  however,  been  augmented  by  otlur  fifty  thouliuui 
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(lollurs.  The  management  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  bank  at  Hartford* 
hut  I  am  not  able  to  explain  it.  The  notes  arc  for  a  dollar.  The  divi- 
dend upon  the  capital  is  three  and  a  half  and  four  per  cent.,  payable 
half  yearly.  New  London  is  the  principal  town  of  the  county  of  the 
fame  name.  It  contains  about  thirty-live  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom 
five  hundred  are  flaves.  .     r  .jt 


CHELSEA. 


^ 


Proceeding  from  New  London  to  Hartford,  I  was  obliged  to  travel 
back,  by  the  way  of  Norwich.  But  inftead  of  palling  that  town,  I 
went  by  its  fea-port,  which  is  named  Chelfea,  and  is  faid  to  lie  at  the 
diftancc  of  two  miles  from  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  town  of  Nor- 
wich. The  river,  which  is  formed  by  the  junAion  of  the  Quinaboug 
nnd  the  Slictucket,  begins  here  to  take  the  name  of  the  Thames.  The 
Thames  is  faid  to  be  every  where  twelve  feet  deep,  and  is  here  about  an 
eighth  part  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  There  might  be  in  it,  as  I  paifed, 
about  a  dozen  fchooncrs,  yachts,  and  brigs.  On  the  two  fides  of  the 
river  there  might  he  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  handfome  houfes. 
.Some  of"  tlicfe  houfcs  were  of  a  very  good  appearance  ;  and  tliere  was  a 
communication  between  tlie  two  fides  of  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge. 
\  mile  from  the  bridge  on  the  way  to  Norwich,  Quinaboug  is  Icen  to 
precipitate  itfelf  over  lorne  pretty  high  rocks,  with  a  catarad  which  is 
well  worthy  of  being  feen,  particularly  on  account  of  its  bold  precipi- 
tous fituation,  and  the  height  of  the  rocks  by  which  it  is  formed,  as  well 
as  on  accoxmt  of  the  unconmion  appearance  which  is  occaftoned  by  the 
fall  of  the  water.  i  r,  t"  -tk 

The  bank  of  Norwich,  which  was  ellablilhcd  in  the  month  of  May 
I  ;9.'i,  is  formed  upon  the  fame  plan  as  that  of  Hartford.  Its  capital  con- 
iills  «)f  from  fifty  thoufand  to  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars;  for  by  the 
conilitution  of  the  bank,  it  may  be  augmented  from  the  iinallell  to  the 
largell  of  thei'e  fums.  The  iliares  are  one  hundred  dollars  each ;  and 
tin;  notes,  of  which  there  have  not  yet  been  many  iflucd,  arc   for  half  a 
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■  •  Norwich  and  Chclfca  contain,  together,  about  three  thouiknd  inhabi- 
tants. Milis  of  all  forts  arc  fituatc  in  the  vicinity ;  and  their  bufmefs  is 
very  eonfidcrable.  .  '  :      ' 

Between  Norwich  and  Lebanon,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Nor- 
wich, there  is  u  good  deal  of  wood  to  be  fccn.  Almoft  all  the  tops  of 
the  hills  are  covered  with  it.  The  declivities,  and  the  vales  within  view 
of  which  the  way  leads,  arc,  in  general,  under  cultivation.    ' 

Uv-).'  <  LEBANON.  ,.*r,-,,    .  :.! 

In  Conncdicut,  the  lands  arc,  for  the  greater  part,  appropriated  m 
pafturage  for  cattle.  The  environs  of  Lebanon  yield  more,  in  this  way, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  State.  The  townfhip  lies  in  the  county  of 
Windham,  which  contains  about  twenty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants,  of 
whom  one  hundred  and  fixty  arc  negroes.  The  population  of  Lebanon 
amounts  to  alwut  four  thoufand  fouls.  Thofe  houses,  which  are  fituated 
together,  may  be  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty ; 
they  lie  all  in  a  fmgle  ilreet,  which  is  between  two  and  three  hundred 
toifes  in  width,  and  fcrves  as  a  fort  of  ommon  pafture  for  the  cattle. 
The  houfes  are,  in  general,  fmall,  but  neat;  and,  if  they  exhibit  no  Ihew 
of  afHuencc,  as  little  do  they  prefent  any  marks  of  the  wrctchcdnefs  of 
poverty.  Such  is,  in  general,  the  appearance  of  the  houfes  throughout 
Conncdticnit. 

Befide  fheep  and  fwine,  of  which  the  breed  is  good,  and  the  number 
every  where  confidcrablc,  the  people  of  Lebanon  keep,  in  general,  for 
every  two  acres  of  land  an  ox,  a  cow,  and  a  mule.  They  fell  off,  every 
year,  a  tourth  part  of  their  black  cattle,  without  dillindion  of  age.  But 
horfes  are  not  {v^ '  before  they  be  three  years  old  ;  nor  mules,  till  they  be 
two  years  old.  'n'u  farmers  purchafc  mules  for  the  work  of  their  farms, 
at  the  rate  of  forty  or  fifty  dollars  a  head.  ; 

A  more  ikilfid  hufbaiulry,  a  careful  choice  and  culture  of  grafs-feeds, 
a  judicious  manuring  of  the  lands,  an  attentive  watering  and  cleaning  of 
the  meadows,  might  render  the  profits  of  the  fanner  feveral  times  «rri  ater 
than  they  at  prefent  arc.     The  exceflixely  high  price  of  labour  may  be 
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illcdgcd  here,  as  clfcwhcrc,  to  be  the  great  rcafon  of  the  prtTent  Impcr- 
tl-dion  ot"  the  husbandry  of  Conncdicut.  Yet  fuch  a  realon  can  have 
kfs  force  in  the  cu('c  of  palluragc  than  in  that  of  tillage.  Tlie  true cau(eA 
ire  ignorance  and  a  bigottcd  pcrl'everancc  in  old  pradices.  Very  little  of 
rljc  land  here  recei\  es  the  benefit  of  manure.  No  pains  is  ufcd  to  colle6t 
the  dmig  \\hich  might  be  eafily  accumulated  in  large  quantities.  The 
labourers  can  earn  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month.  The  bed  land 
cofts  twenty  dollars  an  acre. 

The  houlc  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  member  of  the  Congrcfs  has,  like  him- 
felf,  an  air  of  fimplieity  and  modclly.  One  finds  it  neceflary  to  make  an 
effort  of  the  mind,  and  to  lay  aiide  European  prejudices,  in  order  to  re- 
concile one's  felf  to  the  idea,  that  this  is  the  houic  of  one  of  the  richeft 
men  in  the  State,  a  man  who  holds  one  of  the  moil  important  places  in 
the  federal  government.  I  cannot  fufficiently  praife  the  hofpitality  with 
which  he  received  me,  or  the  amiable  qualities  of  his  worthy  family. 
Mr.  Trumbull  has  a  brother  who  is  famous  for  his  genius  in  painting. 
He  has  undertaken  a  fcrlcs  of  hirtorical  paintings  of  the  moft  remarkable 
events  of  the  war,  by  which  his  country's  independence  was  eilabliihed. 
.Si  vcrul  of  thefe  have  been  already  exhibited  in  England,  ftnce  the  cfta- 
bliQiment  of  the  prelcnt  government  of  the  United  States.       .  ..„,„*,♦»*»  -»  ■ 

HARTFORD. 
The  land  between  Lebanon  and  Hartford  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ilatc, 
as  far  as  1  ha\e  feen,  with  the  other  parts  of  Conneclicut.  The  wood  i» 
chiefly  fine  oak  and  hickory.  A  few  large  trees  arc  fmgly  fcattered  here 
and  there  in  the  open  fields.  The  wood  has  the  appearance  of  having 
either  been  long  fincc  planted,  or  elfe  of  belonging  to  the  old  native  woods 
of  America.  The  foil  is  light,  and  is  very  much  covered  with  Hones; 
though,  what  is  furprizing,  the  houfes  are  all  of  wood.  The  land  is, 
every  wiierc,  more  or  lels  hilly.  It  indeed  expands  into  a  fme  plain  for 
the  l]>ace  of  eighty  miles,  along  Conncdicut  River.  The  foil  coufiflii 
cliie/Iy  of  a  hard  gravel  or  fand.  The  meadows  exhibit  more  of  a  lively 
Ncrdurc,  and  the  dwelling-houl'cs,  every  where  confiderably  numerous  in 
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this  ftatc,  become  ftill  more  fo,  the  nearer  you  approach  to  Hartford. 
You  arc  rowed  acrofs  the  river  in  a  ferry-boat,  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  town.  <■  -      i  •*,- 

i  felt  myiclf  difappointed  when  I  heard  that  ColonelWATWonTii  wa* 
not  in  the  town.  I  had  become  acquainted  with  him  in  Pliiladclphia  ; 
and  he  had  given  mc  a  preffing  invitation  to  vilit  liim  here.  In  the  ex- 
pectation of  finding  him,  I  had  ncglcded  to  procure  letters  to  any  other 
pcrfon  in  this  place.  It  was  farther  unlucky,  that  Icveral  perfons,  whofc 
wealth  and  pcrlbnal  importance  ranked  them  among  the  moft  eminent 
men  in  the  United  States,  were,  however,  unable  to  give  fatisfadlory  an- 
fwers  to  thofe  enquiries  which  I  was  the  mod  dciirous  to  make ;  and  1 
thus  faw  myfclf  likely  to  be  difappointed  in  my  attempts  to  obtain  anv 
particular  information  concerning  a  town  that  is  accounted  to  be  the  chief 
place  in  the  State  of  Connedicut.  Yet,  in  two  or  three  houfes,  into 
which  1  gained  admiilion,  and  in  an  inn  that  was  much  frequented  by 
the  people  of  the  town,  I  met  with  fomc  hofpitable  and  intelligent  per- 
fons who  refufed  not  to  favour  me  with  anfwers  to  the  quedions  which  I 
put  to  them.  The  following  is  the  fubftancc  of  what  I  was  thus  able  to 
learn.  '.-j  •■•    trt^rirTi,  ''••    *.'    ..»  ;.■•■    .;■ 

1 .  Hartford  contains  about  fix  thoufand  inhabitants.  Their  number 
is  yearly  increafmg  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  population  of  New 
London  increafcs.  2.  From  fixty  to  cijrhtv  >clVcls  of  from  twenty  to 
fixty  tons  each,  belong  to  this  port,  agreeably  to  what  I  was  told  at  New 
London,  Some  Ihips  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen  are,  at  prefent, 
in  building.  Thcfe  mult  fail,  without  a  lading,  down  the  river,  m  its 
ufual  depth  is  not  above  fix  feet  of  water.  3.  The  t  rathe  of  Hartford  is, 
as  to  the  exportation  of  provifions,  the  places  to  \\  hieh  thefe  arc  exported, 
and  the  cargoes  brought  in  return,  of  the  fame  fort  with  that  of  New 
London.  l.  Land  in  the(c  parts  cofts,  in  the  purchafe  of  a  farm,  from 
thirty  to  forty  dollars  an  acre;  and  it  yields  crops  of  >\lKat.  5.  The 
manufarture  of  cloth  which  had  been,  fbmc  years,  cfl:ahlilhcd  here,  in 
which  Colonel  Watworth  had  a  large  concern,  and  which  had  been  cur- 
ried to  no  inconfiderable  perfedion,  is  now  in  the  decline.  Thole  who 
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firft  engaged  in  tliis  manufadlurc,  have  relinquifhcd  it.     Their  Aicccffors' ' 
arc  threatened  with  great  lolTcs,  in  confcquence  of  the  Icarcity  of  work- 
men :  for.  it  i.^  lo  much  more  profitable  to  go  to  fea  as  mariners ;  and 
there  arc   li>  man^invitations  to  fettle  in  the  country  as  petty  farmers; 
tliat  but  few,  in  comparifbn,  are  difpofed  to  remain  in  the  condition  of » 
working  artifans  in  a  manufac^lure.     Thcfe  circumftanccs  arc  advcrfe  to 
the  cflablilhmcnt  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States  in  general.    Yet,  [ 
fmce  machinery,  applicable  to  almoft  all  the  arts,  is  fo  eafily  moved  bv-i 
the  force  of  water  and  fire,  the  fame  quantity  of  human  labour  is  no 
longer  neceflkry  to  manufa<5lures.  "i. ...  ♦■  j-  . 

But,  the  neceflity  for  manufat^uring  cflabliHiments  is  not  fo  great  in 
Connecticut  as  in  many  other  places.  For  it  is  here  ufual  for  every  fa- 
mily to  prepare  their  own  clothing  ;  fo  that  the  cxpencc  of  clothing  from 
Europe  u  little  felt  by  the  poorer  clafs  of  the  inhabitants. 

Hartford  is  a  fmall  town,  regularly  built,  and  interfered  by  a  fmall 
river  which  dcfcends,  in  its  approach  to  this  town,  through  many  beautiful 
meadows ;  and  fuch  meadows  arc  very  frequent  in  thcfe  parts.  The  houics 
arc  fmall  and  neat ;  no  one  of  them,  being  of  a  better  appearance  than 
the  reft.  A  houfc  is  now  in  building  for  the  reception  of  the  meetings 
of  the  aifembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  State,  which  are  held,  alter- 
nately, in  Hartford  and  Ncwhaven.  The  foundations  of  this  houfe  are 
laid  with  great  folidity  of  ftrudure,  and  arc  built  of  a  fort  of  red  ftonc 
that  is  common  in  this  country.  Its  two  upper  ftorics  are  of  bricks ;  and 
the  whole  is  almoft  finiihed.  Its  appearance  is  verj-  good ;  biK-  it  has  a 
pluinnefs  and  fimplicity,  of  which  the  French  architeds  would,  perhaps, 
not  readily  approve. 

The  appearance  f)f  the  country  round  Hartford  is  charming.  It  exhi- 
bits a  fuccclVion  of  meadows  which  arc  naturally  fo  well  watered,  that 
they  dilplay,  at  all  times,  the  li\ely  verdure  of  fpring.  Black  cattle, 
liorUs,  and  mules,  in  great  numbers,  are  (ccn  feeding  upon  them ;  and 
abundance  of  trees,  efpcclally  fruit  trees,  are  difpcrfcd  around  them.  The 
land  is  not } et  \cry  completely  occupied  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  and,  by 
c()nlc<iucnce,  tlio  houfcs  are  not  exceedingly  numerous.     Neither  are  the 
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houfes  fo  handfomely  painted  and  decorated  as  in  the  environs  of  Rofton. 
But,  fmall  as  they  are,  they  calily  contain  every  thing  that  is  requifitc 
for  the  prefcnt  accommodation  of  their  inhabitants;  all,  in  fhort,  that, 
according  to  their  own  exprcflions,  is  neceflary  to  render  them  comfort- 
able. The  appearance  of  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the  river  is  ftill  the  fame. 
On  both  fides  are  line  meadows,  ikirtcd  by  pretty  high  hills  which  run 
parallel  to  the  river.     - 

During  my  ftay  in  the  inn,  I  learned  that,  in  thofe  parts  of  ConncAi- 
cut  which  lie  along  the  river,  and  contiguous  to  MaflUchuletts,  there  is  a 
confiderdble  quantity  of  hemp  produced,  that  fupplies  materials  for  a  ma- 
nufadurc  of  fail-cloth  in  Springfield,  in  which  twenty  men  are  conilantly 
employed,  and  which,  during  thefe  fevcn  years  which  have  elapfcd  fince 
its  eilabliOiment,  has  afforded  large  profits  to  the  owners. 

Hartford  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name.  The 
county  contains  thirty-two  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  are  (laves. 

The  bank  in  Hartford  was  ereAed  in  the  month  of  May  1792,  con- 
formably to  an  a<ft  of  the  legiflature  of  this  State.  Its  capital  is  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars,  and  may  be  augmented  to  five  hundred  thoufand. 
The  Iharcs  arc  of  four  himdred  dollars  each.  The  diret^lors  are  forbidden 
to  circulate  paper  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fifty  per  cent  upon  the 
whole  capital.  This  bank  does  but  little  bufincfs;  and  its  rate  of  dividend 
is  only  three  per  cent  for  every  fix  months.  Their  notes,  for  a  dollar  each, 
are  current  in  payment,  aloiitr  Connecticut  River,  and  for  ibme  dillanec 
beyond.     There  is  another  bank  which  alfo  accepts  ihem  in  payment. 

'       MIDDLETON.  -  '^ 

The  country  from  Hartford  to  Middleton  is  chequered  with  frcquait 
woods,  and  enlivened  with  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  The  road  leads 
along  the  bank  of  a  river  ;  Ibmetimes  approaching  its  edge,  fomctimc 
retiring,  though  never  farther  than  half  a  mile,  from  it.  After  proceed- 
ing ten  miles,  1  came  to  Weftfield,  a  fmall  fea-port,  wnere  two  or  three 
<hips,  three  brigs,  and  two  Ichooners,  w  ere  lying.  The  Ihips  were  built  at 
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the  foil  has  invited  many  inhabitants  from  Florida,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco, 
and  indigo,  arc  cultivated.  The  indigo,  which  is  known  by  the  name 
of  New  Orleans  indigo,  is  of  a  very  good  kind;  it  is  inferior  to  that  of 
St.  Domingo,  but  much  better  than  that  of  Carolina.  It  is  faid,  that,  if 
more  care  were  taken  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and  feed  brought  more 
frequently  from  Guatimala,  this  indigo  would  be  almoft  as  good  as  that 
of  St.  Domingo. 

It  muft  be  a  matter  of  furprize,  to  find  that  the  whole  of  Weft  Flo- 
rida, which  belongs  to  Spain,  is  fupplied  with  European  goods  from 
England.  This,  however,  is  true ;  and  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  la- 
zinefs  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Crown  has  granted  to  two  Englilh  houfes, 
one  of  which  trades  under  the  firm  of  Penton  and  Ermer,  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  fupplyingthe  inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  Indians, 
with  European  commodities ;  which  puts  into  the  hands  of  the  EngUlli 
the  whole  of  the  peltry  trade,  even  in  the  parts  which  border  on  Augufta. 
They  deal  much  more  honourably  in  their  barter  than  the  Georgians,  are 
better  fupplied  with  commodities,  and,  on  that  account,  the  Indians  rea- 
dily trade  with  them.  This  privilege  does  not  extend  to  New  Orleans. 
Every  year  fome  fliips,  which  fupply  the  Havannah,  come  to  New  Or- 
leans, but  they  bring  very  inadequate  cargoes,  fo  that  the  Spanlfli  fettle- 
ments  on  the  Illinois  get  all  their  European  goods  from  Montreal. 

There  is  a  fnft  ftill  more  recent,  which  points  out  the  bad  policy, 
whereby  the  Spaniards  give  up  all  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli. 
The  Governor  of  New  Orleans  has  given  to  the  Englifli  houfe  of  Tode 
and  Co.  (who  carry  on  the  peltry  trade  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Mifli- 
fippi,  below  the  lakes)  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  for  fkins  with 
the  Indians,  along  the  left  bank  of  the  MilTouri ;  by  which  means  the 
Englifli  are  in  poflx^llion  of  the  moft  important  part  of  this  river,  and  they 
have  opened  a  trade  with  feveral  nations.  This  privilege  has  been  purchafed 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans  for  the  fum  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds  fterling.  From  this  circumftance  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
fluggiflinefs  and  avarice  of  the  Spanifli  government  and  its  agents,  which 
the  artivit}  of  the  Englifli  fails  not  to  turn  to  their  profit.    It  is  high  time 

that 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT. 


6l5 


that  this  country,  even  for  the  benefit  of  Spain,  fiiould  come  into  the  pof- 
fcffion  of  Fnincc.  Should  Spain  keep  it  much  longer,  England  will  loon 
obtain  it.  In  fad,  fhc  partly  poiTeflcs  it  alrcaily,  there  being  fcveral  Eng- 
lifh  garrifons  ftationed  upon  the  Spanlfli  territories  along  the  Mifiifippi ; 
and  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  territory  throughout  this  im- 
menfe  diftrid,  fo  rich  in  fkins,  are  unacquainted  with  any  but  Englifli 
traders.  When  the  Englifli  lliall  have  eftabliflied  thcmfelves  iVill  more 
firmly  in  this  trade,  they  will  become  more  important,  and  then  the  rich 
Spanilh  fettlemcnts  in  Mexico  will  not  be  long  fecure.  This  opinion, 
which  to  me  appears  very  clear,  fhould  be  eftabllilied  beyond  a  doubt  by 
Frenchmen,  who  penetrate  farther  into  the  country  than  I  have  done. 
It  is  fufficicnt  here  to  iay,  that,  contrary  to  the  afl'ertion  of  fome  Ameri- 
cans, the  Miflifippi  is  navigable  as  far  as  Kentucky  and  the  Illinois ;  and 
that  the  veflels,  which  carry  the  produds  of  thefe  countries  to  New  Or- 
leans, may  take  back  European  commodities,  which,  by  this  means,  would 
be  cheaper  than  thofe  brought  from  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  commercial  advantages,  which  Louifiana  holds  out  to  an  adivc 
and  intelligent  nation,  arc  uncommonly  great.  It  might  furnifh  the  moft 
durable  wood  of  every  fort,  for  (hip-building  and  marts.  I  have  been 
informed  by  an  engineer,  who  had  been  in  the  Englifli  fcrvice  during  the 
laft  war  in  Florida,  and  who  was  defirous  of  demolifliing  a  fort  that  had 
been  built  by  the  French  at  Penfacola  in  1680,  that  he  found  the  wood 
of  it  as  free  from  injury,  and  as  found  as  if  it  had  been  felled  the  preced- 
ing day ;  and  that  he  could  make  ufe  of  it  all  in  conilruding  a  fiironger 
fort.  Louifiana  could  fupply  the  French  colonies  with  entire  houfcs  in 
frame,  which  will  be  much  wanted  there  on  the  return  of  peace ;  and 
which  might  be  had  at  an  eafier  and  cheaper  rate  from  that  country  than 
from  the  province  of  Maine,  or  the  North  river.  They  could  have  fliin- 
gles  ofcyprcfs  and  cedar  longer,  thicker,  and  fix  times  more  durable  than 
thofe  of  fir,  that  are  brought  from  the  north-cafi:  part  of  America, 
which  are  not  able  to  refill  the  frequent  hurricanes  that  happen  in  our 
ifiands,  and  often,  in  one  night,  carry  away  the  roofs  of  many  houfcs. 
From  Louifiana  might  alio  be  brought  hemp,  flux,  and,  conllquei'itly, 
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ropes  and  fail-cloth  in  abundance ;  and  likewifc  tiles,  which  arc  already 
manufadured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Orleans.  They  might  get 
abundance  of  tar  from  the  firs  that  grow  here  in  great  numbers.  Saltpe- 
tre, it  is  afferted,  may  be  found  in  many  places ;  and  there  are  many  lead 
and  iron  mines,  the  working  of  which  would  not  be  attended  with  much 
ditliculty.  The  rice  in  Louifiana  is  very  good ;  it  is  cultivated  to  a  con- 
fidcrablc  extent  near  the  Miflifippi ;  it  is  e\-cn  faid  that  they  plant  it  there 
on  dry  ground.  Wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  grain  of  every  fort,  grows  a\fo 
here  in  great  quantities.  The  depot  to  be  formed  at  New  Orleans  of  all 
thefe  produ<n:s  of  the  vvcftern  flates  of  America  would  ncceflarily  fecure 
the  fupply  to  the  iflands ;  and  the  barter  carried  on  w  ith  thefe  flates, 
w  hich  fhould  furnifli  themfelvcs  with  European  goods  at  New  Orleans, 
would  form  a  political  connexion,  which  no  nation,  to  which  Louifiansi 
belonged,  ought  to  ncgled.  This  large  colony  would  fupply  the  mother 
country  with  finer  tobacco  than  that  of  Virginia,  and  with  all  the  fkins 
which  are  now  collefted  by  the  Engliili  companies.  In  fliort,  the  produc- 
tions of  Louifiana,  and  its  trade  to  Europe  lying  conftantly  open,  would 
give  rife  to  a  barter  with  the  Spanilh  colonies,  from  which  it  would  be 
ca(y  to  receive  cochineal,  log-wood,  chocolate,  vanilla,  tanned  leather,  Ha- 
vannah  tobacco,  Guatimala  indigo,  &c.  To  this  lift  of  produdions  many 
more  might  be  added.  But  the  above  articles  will  ferve  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  great  refources  of  Louifiana.  Oil  and  wine  might  certainly  be 
cultivated  to  great  advantage.  Finally,  the  poffeflTion  6f  Louifiana  by  the 
French  would  fet  bounds  to  the  childilh  avarice  of  the  Americans,  who 
wifli  to  grafp  at  every  thing :  an  avarice  arifing  more  from  a  reftlefs  cha- 
rader,  than  from  political  views,  which  prevents  them  from  fixing  them- 
felvcs in  any  new  ftate,  which  injures  their  real  ttrcngth,  and  difturbs 
their  neighbours.  Bcfides,  it  muft  be  confidercd,  that  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  their  wcakncfs,  will  always  continue  more  friendly  to  a  na- 
tion, that  has  the  power  of  injuring  them,  than  one  that  has  not,  and  that 
can  only  offer  them  ad\  antagcs.  A  generous  nation  will  never  abufe  fuch 
a  power,  which  it  would  feel  itfclf  intcreftcd  in  turning  to  the  real  ad- 
vantagL 


of  the  United  States. 
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•  One  word  more  concerning  the  Indians.  All  of  thefe,  who  have  had 
any  dealings  with  the  French,  prefer  them  to  any  other  people.  The 
French  behaved  to  them  with  fuch  magnanimity,  benevolence,  and  ho- 
nour, that  the  Indians  ufc  ftill  to  fay  to  the  Englifli — "  You  are  out 
brothers ;  the  French  were  our  fathers."  This  fentiment  is  not  yet  ex- 
tinguiflied,  although  it  is  fo  long  fmce  they  had  any  tranfadions  with 
each  other.  At  prcfent  the}-  almoft  all  depend  on  England ;  but  upoh 
the  flighteft  favourable  occurrence,  they  might  eafily  be  gained  over  to 
France.  This  is  the  prevailing  fentiment  among  "the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees,  who  call  Florida  the  French  country.     '  ',  ' 

The  Spanifli  government  in  Louifiana  and  Florida  is  not  fo  intolerant 
as  ufual;  but  is  deficient  in  ftrcngth,  as  the  military  force  confifts  of 
Tio  more  than  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  who  occupy  fome  forts 
Trom  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Indians  and  Americans  are  on  good 
terms  with  the  Spaniards ;  but  none  of  thefe  parties  efteem  the  other  as 
important  friends  or  dangerous  enemies.  The  prevailing  opinion  of  the 
'weaknefs  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  want  of  fupport  which  the  inhabi- 
tants experience,  beget  a  predileftion  for  England,  under  the  government 
of  which  country  they  would  not  be  left  without  fupport :  but  in  reality 
they  wifli  for  the  prote(^ion  of  France :  they  are  Frenchmen,  and  as 
attached  to  their  country  as  if  they  formed  a  part  of  it.        ■      ^^  i 

•  France,  therefore,  is  in  the  moft  favourable  fituation  of  any  country 
in   the  world,  to  obtain  Louifiana  from  Spain.     Spain   gets   nothing 

■thence  but  timber,  and  in  fa6l  only  gives  a  wider  range  to  Englifii  acti- 
vity. Nay,  the  Englifli  would  difpoflefs  her  of  Louifiana,  if  Ihe  flifiuld 
wifli  to  retain  it,  and  they  fliould  not  change  their  political  fyfi:em,  whicii 
is  highly  improbable.  France  is,  on  the  contrary,  rich,  a<n;ivc,  abound- 
ing in  manufad:ures,  and  would  fpecdily  organize  all  thefe  eftabiilhments. 
Many  families  who  are  in  want  of  every  thing  in  France,  and  whom  the 
revolution  has  rendered  refi:lefs  and  uneafy,  might  be  fcnt  hither.  By  lands 
granted  them,  their  fituation  would  be  rendered  comfortable,  and  their 
jnind  eafy  and  virtuous ;  which  is  the  cafe  with  many  foreigners,  who 

Tome  every  year  to  fettle  in  the  United  States;  who,  when  they  become 
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poffeiTc^  of  property,  forget  the  vices,  which  caufed  many  of  them  to 
emigrate. 

For  all  thefe  accounts  concerning  Florid4  and  Louifiana  1  am  indebted 
to  general  officers,  merchants,  and  engineers,  who  have  become  Ameri- 
cans ;  but  who,  until  the  ceflion  of  Louifiana  to  Spain,  were  in  the 
Englifh  fervice.  One  of  them  was  fiirveyor-gencral,  and  poiTefles  the 
moft  perfect  map  of  Weft  Florida  that  can  be  wiflied  for.  He  has  pro- 
jeded  it  himfclf,  on  a  large  fcale. 


■'^■i 


RETURN  TO  CHARLESTON. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  I  embarked  on  board  the  Savannah  Packet,  one  of 
the  brigs  that  are  conftantly  paffing  between  Savannah  and  Charlefton. 
Thefe  veflcls  generally  belong  to  the  Captains.  They  make  about  thirty- 
five  voyages  in  a  year ;  are  always  laden ;  and  yield  very  confidcrable 
profits.  The  freight  for  a  bale  of  cotton,  or  a  hoglhead  of  tobacco,  isr 
three  dollars.  The  captains  man  thefe  veflcls  with  negro  ilaxcs,  that  be- 
long to  them ;  and  conlequently  their  crew  is  flow,  unmanageable,  and 
bad,  according  to  the  known  qualities  of  negroes.  Their  food,  through- 
out the  whole  year,  coniifts  in  bad  peafe,  which  are  mcafured  out  to 
them  with  the  utmoft  parfimony.  On  confidering  their  fluggifli  manner 
of  working  the  fhip  in  fair  weather,  the  idea  of  being  at  fea  with  fuch 
pcrfons  cannot  but  be  frightful,  when  the  fafcty  of  the  veflcl  depends 
upon  the  quicknefs  of  a  tack.  We  were  two  days  upon  our  voyage, 
which  was  long  for  this  feafon :  part  of  the  time,  we  were  becalmed ; 
and  when  we  reached  the  bar  of  Charlefton  on  Monday  at  funfet,  we 
were  obliged  to  wait  till  the  following  day,  before  wc  could  pafs  over. 
The  bar  at  Savannah,  where  there  arc  always  four  fathoms  of  water, 
can  be  pailcd  by  fmall  \  cflcls  at  any  time. 

On  my  return  from  Savannah,  I  fpent  three  weeks  more  at  Charlefton, 
and  added  confiderably  to  the  information,  which  I  had  colleded  on  my 
firft  journey.     The  inhabitants,  who  were  in  a  condition  to  give  me  any 
intelligence,  did  it  faithfully.     I  alfo  made  fomc  excurfions  into  the  fur- 
rounding 
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founding  country,  which  enabled  mc  to  afcertaiii  the  truth  of  my  for- 
nlcr  information. 

South  Carolina  is  by  nature  divided  into  the  Upper  and  tiic  Lower, 
by  means  of  the  Appalachian,  or  Alleghany  mountains.  The  fame  di- 
vifion  takes  place  in  Virginia^  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia ;  a  divifion,. 
which  is  foon  diftinguiflied  by  the  quality  of  the  foil,  and  the  climate. 

I  believe  that  the  whole  of  Lower  Carolina  has  been  covered  with 
water.  My  reafon  for  this  opinion  is,  that  there  are  no  ftones  to  be 
found  any  where  in  the  ground ;  and  upon  digging  it  up,  there  are  layers 
of  fea-lliclls,  and  often  petrified  fifh,  in  the  middle  of  the  fluid.  Entire 
oyfter-banks  lie  at  fuch  a  diftance  (fixty  or  eighty  miles)  from  the  fea, 
that  it  cannot  poffibly  be  fuppofcd  they  were  placed  there  by  men.  One 
of  thefe  banks  is  more  than  fifty  miles  in  extent,  and  contains  a  kind  of 
oyfter,  which  is  much  larger  than  any  that  arc  found  on  the  coaft,  and 
entirely  different.  It  lies  in  a  fouth-weflern  diredtion  from  the  river 
Santcc  in  Soutli  Carolina  to  the  river  Oconee  in  Georgia  acrofs  the  Sa- 
vannah. 

There  is  frefh  water  ten  or  twxlvc  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth : 
and  fuch  wells  only  as  arc  funk  very  near  the  fea,  contain  fome  falt- 
water,  which  may  have  found  its  way  into  them  from  the  fea. 

The  land  in  Lower  Carolina  is  alfo  divided  into  fwamps,  marfhes,  and 
high  land.  The  fwamps,  as  has  already  been  obfervcd,  are  of  two  kinds, 
namely,  cither  fuch  as  arc  watered  by  frefh  water,  and  by  the  flood-tide  ; 
they  lx)th  fervc  for  the  cultivation  of  rice  and  hemp.  The  foil  of  thefe 
is  a  rich  blue  clay,  or  a  fine  black  earth  :  on  digging  ever  fo  deep  you- 
find  conflantly  the  fame  earth.  Immenfc  trunks  of  trees  are  often  found 
in  the  ground,  which  appear  to  have  lain  there  for  ages :  you  cannot 
however  dig  very  deep,  on  account  of  the  water  oozing  through  it  every 
where.  The  fwamps,  before  they  were  cleared,  produced  cyprcfs,  fir, 
and  reed. 

The  rice,  which  is  principally  cultivated  here,  is  fown  in  April  and 
May.  The  ground  is  turned  up  eight  or  nine  inches  deep  in  furrows ; 
into  which  the  rice  is  thrown  by  a  woman,  in  the  fame  manner  as  corn 
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is  fown,  and  the  negroes  fill  them  up.  Thefc  three  operations  take  place 
at  the  fame  time.  The  feedfwoman  affords  employment  to  twenty-five 
labourers,  many  of  whom  are  women. 

The  feed  flioots  up  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  according  as  the  ground  is 
more  or  lefs  wet.  When  the  blade  is  from  fix  to  feven  inches  high,  and 
after  the  negroes  have  cleared  away  the  weeds,  the  water  is  made  to 
flow  over  the  field,  fo  that  no  more  than  the  tops  of  the  blade  can  be 
feen.  The  rice  then  grows,  but  the  weeds  Hill  fprout  up.  In  three  or 
four  weeks  more  the  water  is  let  off,  and  the  negroes  take  away  the  re- 
maining weeds.  They  cover  the  field  again  with  water,  which  is  drawn 
off  before  the  crop  is  cut.  The  yellow  colour  of  the  ear  and  the  hard- 
iiefs  of  the  ftalk,  denote,  the  ripenefs  of  the  rice.  It  is  thea  cut,  and 
kept  in  flacks  till  winter.       •■'■'     *      '^  »  •:     ■         •  •  •' 

•  It  is  afterwards  threfhed,  and  put  into  a  fmall  wooden  houfc,  which 
is  fbme  feet  high,  and  refts  upon  four  pillars ;  and  in  tha  ceiling  of  which 
is  faftened  a  large  fieve.  The  rice  is  thrown  into  the  fieve,  which  fepa'- 
rates  it  from  the  other  parts,  and  the  wind  cleans  it  perfectly  before  it 
fells  to  the  ground.  The  rice,  after  being  thus  cleaned,  muft  be  freed 
from  the  firft  fhell  that  furrounds  it.  For  this  purpofe  it  is  carried  to  a 
mill ;  the  grinders  of  which  are  made  of  fir,  and  are  about  four  inches, 
thick  and  two  and  a  half  in.  diameter :  one  is  moveable,  the  other  fixed. 
They  are  both  fcooped  out  in  an  oblique,  yet  concentric  form :  againft 
the  edges  thus  formed  the  rice  is  preffed,  and  by  that  means  feparated 
from  the  hufks.  Thefe  mills  are  turned  by  a  negro.  On  account  of  the 
rapid  motion,  and.  the  foft  wood  of  which  they  are  made,  they  do  not 
lafl  longer  than  one  year ;  during  which  time  they  require  frequent  re- 
pairs. The  rice  is  winnowed  as  foon  as  it  comes  from  the  milh  But 
flill  it  has  a  fecond  fhell  which  mufl  be  taken  off;  and  this  is  done  by 
the  negroes  pounding  it  with  clubs;  a  work  as  laborious  as  that  of  turn- 
ing the  mill.  Several  of  thefe  clubs  are  put  in  motion  by  a  kind  of  mill 
which  is  turned  by  oxen.  After  the  rice  is  more  or  lefs  pounded,  it  is 
winnowed. again,  in  order  to  cleanfe  it  from  the  fecond  fhell;  and  it  is; 
put  into  another  fieve,  for  the  purpofe  of  feparating  the  fmall.  from  the, 
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larger  grains.  The  laft  only  arc  faleablc.  Whether  thcfe  arc  vvell  fcpa- 
rjited  or  not,  niuft  depend  on  the  honefty  of  the  planccrs .:  who  thcmf'.lves 
acknowledge,  that  fincc  the  price  of  rice  has  been  To  1  'gli,  and  the  de- 
mand fo  great,  they  have  not  been  very  fcrupuloub  in  this  rcijicd.  In 
South  Carolina,  as  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  good  oMallty  (jf  rice  as 
of  to  oacco.  The  rice  deflined  for  fale  is  packed  up  in  barrels,  oiTcvcd  to 
the  infpedion  of  the  officer  appointed  for  that  purpofc,  and  then  ex- 
ported. 

I  have  mentioned  General  Wafhington*s  machinery:  this  is  but  little 
known  in  Carolina,  and  too  dear  for  the  planters;  who  for  a  long  time 
to  come  will  only  be  able  to  proceed  in  the  manner  juft  defcribcd. 

Before  the  blade  grows  up,  it  is  attacked  by  fmall  worms,  w  hich  gnaw 
the  root.  It  is  alfo  frequently  injured  by  little  fifhes,  that  live  in  the 
■water  which  covers  the  fwamps.  The  rice  is  then  only  defended  by  the 
heron  (ardca  alba  minor),  which  feeds  on  thefe  little  worms  and  fiflies ; 
and  on  this  account  is  fpared  by  the  planters  as  much  as  the  turkey  buzr 
zard  is  by  the  town's-people. 

When  the  rice  is  ripe,  it  is  affailed  by  innumerable  quantities  of  fmall 
birds,  which  are  known  in  Carolina  by  the  name  of  rice-birds.  The 
young  negroes,  who  arc  conftantly  kept  there,  frighten  them  away :  this 
is  a  better  method  than  Ihooting  them ;  yet  thefe  voracious  birds  cannot 
be  entirely  kept  ofF.  The  rice  may  be  preferved  a  long  time  in  the  Ihells; 
and  without  them  it  is  liable  to  be  attacked  by  the  corn- worm. 

The  fwamps  yield  between  '*<1:y  and  eighty  buihels  of  rice  an  acre, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  *  :'  Sometimes  one  hundred  and  twenty 
buflicls  have  been  produced  from  an  acre ;  but  inftances  of  this  kind  hap- 
pen feldom.  Twenty  bufhels  of  rice,  with  the  fliells,  weigh  about  five 
hundred  pounds.  Without  the  Ihells,  thefe  twenty  make  but  eight 
buihels,  without  however  lofmg  much  in  weight.  The  ftraw  is  given  to 
oxen  and  horfes. 

The  marlhcs,  which  are  the  fecond  kind  of  land  in  South  Carolina, 
produce  nothing  but  very  coarfe  grafs,  but  in  great  abundance.  They 
lie  frequently  under  water  j  but  they  could  be.  well  drained,  and  then 
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they  would  }  It-ld  a  better  grafs.     Some  of  them  lying  in  a  high  Tituation 
produce  hemp,  Indian-corn,  and  barley.  '     " 

The  high  land  is  of  various  kinds  ;  and,  according  to  the  quality  of  its 
foil,  produces  hickory  and  oak,  or  only  fir ;  and  this  laft  fort  of  land  is 
commonly  called  pine-barrens.  Hitherto  this  land  has  been  neglcded, 
but  unjuftly ;  for  it  might  be  turned  into  corn  and  meadow  ground. 
The  tall  firs  and  thick  grafs,  which  grow  there,  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
goodnefs  of  the  foil ;  which  is  unqucftionably  proved  by  fomc  places  that 
have  been  cultivated.  The  riclincls  of  the  fwamps,  which  can  be  applied 
fo  advantageoufly  to  the  cultivation  of'  rice,  and  the  want  of  hands  to 
clear  new  lands,  caufe  the  moft  untavourable  prejudices  in  favour  of  the 
pine-barrens ;  which  in  other  rcfpe<fts  arc  of  various  kinds,  and  few  of 
which  would  have  remained  in  Europe  uncultivated. 

The  rice  can  only  be  cultivated  by  negroes ;  and  the  population  of 
white  people  muft  dccrcafe  in  a  land  of  flavcry,  where  it  is  a  degradation 
for  a  white  man  to  work.  Slavery,  therefore,  confirms  the  planter  in  his 
prejudice  for  rice;  and  the  cultivation  of  rice,  on  the  other  hand,  at- 
taches him  to  flavery. 

It  will  appear  fomewhat  paradoxical,  when  I  aflcrt  that  the  cultivation 
of  rice  is  the  worft,  and  the  leaft  produdive  fpecics  of  agriculture  in  Ca- 
rolina. The  conftant  wetnefs  of  the  land  is  the  cau(c  of  the  great  mor- 
tality which  prevails  there ;  and  the  treafures  of  Peru  would  be  purchafed 
at  too  dear  a  rate,  for  one-tenth  of  the  difeafcs  caufed  by  the  fwamps. 
But  laying  this  afide,  the  culture  of  rice  is  not  very  produdive.  Not  the 
prefent,  but  the  ufual  price  of  rice  muft  be  taken  into  calculation.  Three 
years  ago  a  hundred- weight  was  wxjrth  between  feven  and  eight  fliil- 
lings.  I  take  it  at  ten  iliillings,  and  thus  raife  the  price  by  a  fifth.  In  a 
plantation  of  fcventy  negroes,  no  more  than  forty  of  them  work ;  the 
reft  are  old,  fick,  children,  fervants,  &c.  Every  black  labourer,  on  an 
4iverage,  produc<:s  fcarcely  fcvcn  barrels  of  rice,  A  barrel  is  worth  four 
pound  ten  Ihillings,  or  nineteen  dollars  twenty-eight  cents.  The  value 
of  icven  barrels,  therefore,  is  thirty-one  pounds  ten  Ihillings, 'or  one  hun- 
■clred  and  thirty-three  dQllars  ninety-fix  cents.     From  this  muft  be  dc- 
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du(5lcd  the  wages  of  the  overfccrs.  At  the  loweft  calculation  this  amounts 
to  lixtcen  pounds,  or  eighty  dollars :  add  to  this,  as  the  cxpcnce  attend- 
ing the  difcafes  of  negroes,  thirty  pounds,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars ;  the  tax  of  one  dollar  for  every  negro,  fcvcnt}-  dollars ;  lailly 
the  cloathing,  which,  at  one  pound  for  each  negro,  amounts  to  fcvcnty 
pounds,  or  three  hundred  dollars,  which  muft  be  dedudlcd  from  five 
thoufund  three  hundred  and  fifty.  There  remains  a  neat  ovcr])lus  of 
four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-two  dollars ;  which,  divided  by 
feventy,  the  number  of  negroes,  yields  a  clear  profit  of  fixty-eight  dollars 
per  head ;  for  the  fields  with  Indian-corn,  which  arc  cultivated  befidcs 
the  rice  fvvamps,  ferve  merely  for  the  fubfillcnce  of  the  Haves.  The  forty 
working  negroes,  or  feventy  flaves,  cannot  cultivate  at  moll  above  three 
hundred  acres  of  fwamps  ;  and,  of  confequcnce,  land  of  the  very  bed  qua- 
lity is  fold  for  not  quite  fixtecn  dollars  the  acre.  It  will  not  be  denied, 
that  well  cultivated  land  generally  yields  more ;  that  for  every  fort  ot" 
crop,  indigo  and  cotton  excepted,  a  fingle  labourer  can  cultivate  more 
than  feven  acres ;  and  that,  if  labourers  were  hired,  their  wages  would 
not  exceed  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  intcreft  on  the  purchafe-money» 
with  the  fubfiftence  and  taxes  for  negroes.  The  juftncfs  of  this  calcula- 
tion becomes  more  evident,  when  the  labour  of  flaves  is  compared  with 
that  of  freemen,  and  efpecially  whea  a  parallel  is  drawn  between  the  cul- 
ture of  rice  and  that  of  any  other  fpccles  of  produce.  The  former  ex- 
haufts  the  foil,  and  demands  more  hands ;  eonfequently,  while  it  is  cul- 
tivated, a  fmaller  quantity  of  land,  even  of  fwamp,  can  be  cleared, — 
of  land  which,  if  drained  and  cultivated  in  a  different  manner,  would 
produce  more,  and  yield  higher  profits.  Moreover,  this  draining  of  the 
isvampy  foil  would  render  the  climate  of  Carolina  perfedly  healthful. 
White  people-  might  perform  the  labour  in  the  fields,  and  every  ground 
for  the  continuance  of  flavery  would  be  removed.  Again,  all  the  high 
lands  might  thus  be  cleared,  which  at  prefent,  merely  for  want  of  hands, 
remain  uncultivated.  Add  to  this,  that  the  old  fwamps,  being  dried  up 
by  the  fun  and  the  wind,  decrcafe  every  year,  without  growing  lefs  pefti- 
ferous  by  their  effluvia.  ':  , 
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This  rcafonlng,  however  irrefragable  it  appears  to  me,  will  hardly  con- 
quer the  irrefiftible  force  of  habit,  cfpccially  at  the  prefent  period,  when 
rice  fetches  three  times  its  ufual  price,  and  the  planters  indulge  in  a  hope, 
that  it  will  not  fall  again,  although  this  appears  highly  improbable  to  all 
impartial  men.  t  . 

The  rivers  in  South  Carolina,  which  have  their  fources  among  the 
mountains,  frequently  overflow  their  banks.  Thefe  inundations,  which 
the  Americans  QdWfrcJhes,  often  fweep  along  the  harveft,  together  with 
the  woods,  which  furround  the  rice  fields ;  they  are  attributed  to  the 
great  quantity  of  rain  in  Carolina,  to  the  numerous  rivulets  and  brooks 
which  fall  into  the  rivers,  and  laftly  to  the  great  declivity  of  the  ground, 
through  which  thefe  rivers  flow.  They  have  become  extremely  fre- 
quent of  late  years,  which  is  imputed  to  the  great  quantity  of  cleared 
land,  where  that  water  ufed  to  ftagnate,  which  is  now  falling  into  the 
rivers.  The  quantity  of  mud  is  at  the  fame  time  augmented  by  the  earth, 
mixed  with  the  water ;  and  while  the  ftrcam  is  encrcafcd,  the  bed  of  the 
river  is  narrowed.  No  certain  mode  of  remedying  this  evil  has,  hitherto, 
been  difcovered ;  but  a  hope  is  entertained,  that,  by  conducing  thefe 
brooks  and  rivulets  in  a  flraight  dircdion,  by  enlarging  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers,  and  cutting  off  their  numerous  windings  by  fmall  canals,  it 
may  be  pofTible  to  fecure  the  upper  country  againfl  inundations,  and  to 
lefTen  the  danger  of  the  low  lands,  fituatcd  nearer  to  the  mouths  of  the 
ftreams.  There  is,  however,  rcafon  to  fear,  that  this  remedy,  which  has 
not  yet  been  applied,  will  fall  fhort  of  a  complete  cure. 

Although  Upper  Carolina  differs  widely  from  Lower  Carolina,  both 
in  point  of  culture  and  climate,  yet  the  fame  prejudices  and  manners 
prevail  in  both  countries.  . .  -. 

The  original  fettlers  of  Lower  Carolina  were  Europeans,  who  efla- 
blifhcd  themfelves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  ;  the  culture  of  rice  was  foon 
introduced.  This  is  a  produdl  which  fuits  not  everv  foil,  and  which  can 
be  cultivated  only  by  flaves.  The  new  fettlers  availed  themfelves  of  this 
affiflance,  but  were  ignorant  of  the  climate  being  rendered  infalu- 
Ijrious  by  this  fort  of  culture.  It  was  accordingly  commenced,  and  has 
.      .         -  fnicc 
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fincc  been  continued,  but  will  probably  be  fupprefled  in  the  proccfs  of 
time.  .    -  .« 

Upper  Carolina  was  fettled  much  later  by  emigrants  from  Pennfyl- 
vania,  but  efpecially  from  Virginia  and  Maryland.  The  latter  intro- 
duced into  this  country  the  culture  of  tobacco,  to  which  they  were  ac- 
cuftomed,  and  fettled  near  the  rivers,  on  fuch  foil  as  appeared  to  them 
moll  proper  for  this  branch  of  agriculture.  The  Pcnnljlvanians  culti- 
vated wheat,  the  chief  produce  of  Penniylvania,  but  the  quantity  raifed 
was  inconfiderable,  beci\ufe  thtl  emigrants  from  Pcnnfylvania  were  the 
Icaft  numerous ;  and  tobacco  was  for  a  long  time  almoft  the  only  com- 
modity cultivated  in  the  country,  until  the  low  price  of  tobacco,  and 
efpecially  the  circumftance,  that  it  exhaufts  the  foil,  opened  the  eyes  of 
the  cultivators,  and  induced  them  to  encreafe  the  cultivation  of  grain 
and  cotton,  and  to  improve  the  grafs-lands.    "   " 

This  change  has  taken  place  but  very  lately,  nor  has  the  ancient  prac- 
tice completely  ceafed.  The  population  of  Upper  Carolina  is  not  nume- 
rous, and  the  emigration  from  that  country  is  not  inconfiderable.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  the  beft  land  only,  which  confifts  of  a  rich  clay,  is 
cultivated,  while  the  reft  remains  covered  with  firs,  which  arc  of  a  much 
larger  lize,  than  in  Lower  Carolina.  This  order  of  things  will  continue, 
as  long  as  the  population  fliall  not  obtain  more  confidcrable  additions,  and 
a  period  be  put  to  the  emigration  of  the  inhabitants.  This  rcftlcflhefs  of 
difpofition  prevails  here  as  much  among  the  planters,  as  it  docs  in  Georgia. 
A  family  cuts  down  the  trees  on  Tome  acres  of  land,  loofens  the  furfacc 
of  the  foil,  fows  as  much  Indian-corn  and  potatoes  as  is  neceflary  for  its 
fubfiftence,  and  makes  up  the  deficiency  with  game  or  pork.  They  fre- 
quently quit  their  fmall  tradl  before  it  is  completely  cleared,  and  remove 
farther  into  the  foreft,  where,  lefs  furrounded  by  planters,  they  can  live 
more  to  their  tafte.  Thefe  people  are  a  fort  of  favages,  more  greedy  and 
vicious  than  the  Indians,  and  merely  diftinguiflicd  from  the  latter  by  the 
colour.  Such  of  them  as  dwell  on  the  confines  live,  however,  on  bet- 
ter terms  with  the  natives,  than  thofe  w  ho  refide  on  the  borders  of 
Georgia. 
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^  Inilances  of  planters  continuing  long  in  the  fame  place  where  they 
firft  fettled  are  more  rare  here,  than  in  Penniylvania.  They  generally 
emigrate  from  South  Carolina  to  Teneffce,  Kentucky,  and  the  wcftern 
countries,  but  fome  remove  alfo  to  the  back  part  of  Georgia^ 

By  the  computation  of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  in  1 791,  the 
population  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  fouls,  one  hundred  and  Icven  thoufand  nir    hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  of  whom  were  flaves.     More  than  two- thirds  of  this 
population  belong  to  Upper  Carolina,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  efpecially 
the  white  people,  have,  fince  that  time,  confiderably  cncreafed  in  num- 
ber.    Lower  Carolina,  it  is  afTerted,  is  not  in  this  condition. 
2    The  trade  of  North  Carolina  has  been  more  enlarged  than  that  of  any 
other  flate.     Charleflon  is  in  {slS:  the  only  trading  port  of  South  Carolina,, 
as  Beaufort  carries  on  no  maritime  trade,  and  that  of  Georgetown  is  very 
trifling.     In  future  all  the  produce  of  the  country  is  to  be  conveyed  to> 
Charleflon  on.  the  Santee-canal ;  it  is  at  prefent  tranfported  down  the 
river  by  Georgetown,  and  fometimes  unfhipped  there ;  '"hich  change  oil 
conveyance  cannot  but  greatly  injure  the  trade  of  this  to?  n.    ^  .  ^,,  .  ^.  . 
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The  commodities,  comprlfed  under  the  denomination  of  other  articles^ 
arc  timber,  hemp,  tar,  Ibme  dcer-fkins,  &c.  and  alfo  provifion  for  the 
Antilles,  which  is  re-exported  from  Charlefton. 

On  examining  this  table,  you  find,  that  the  extraordinary  incrcafe  of 
the  export  trade  of  Charleflon,  in  the  four  years  and  a  half  in  queflion, 
originates  entirely  from  the  value  of  the  exports,  while  in  point  of  quan- 
tity the  exportation  has  rather  decreafcd  than  incrcafed ;  for  although 
more  of  cotton  and  rice  has  been  exported,  yet  the  quantity  of  exported 
tobacco  and  indigo  is  lefs.  This  is  flill  more  evident  from  the  quantity 
of  tonnage ;  for  in  1 7Q5  there  were  employed  one  thoufand  fevcn  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  tons  of  fhlpping  lefs  than  in  1 792,  although  the 
value  of  the  exports  in  1795  exceeds  that  of  1792  by  two  millions  nine 
liundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars,, 
and  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  latter  year.  It  will  be  eafily  con- 
ceived, that  the  war,  in  which  Europe  is  engaged,  and  which  has  raifcd 
the  price  of  the  commodities  of  Carolina,  as  well  as  other  ftatcs,  has  alfb 
confidcrably  incrcafed  the  re-exportation  of  provifion  for  the  Antilles ;. 
for  the  value  of  the  latter  amounted  in  1 795  to  two  millions  nine  hundred 
rnd  thirty-one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  dollars  more  than  in 
J  793,  that  Is,  to  four  times  as  much. 

The  following  flatement  relative  to  the  exportation  of  the  three  prin- 
cipal commodities  of  South  Carolina  from  the  port  of  Charlcflon  for  the 
years  1783,  1784,  and  178.5,  atFords  a  comparative  view  of  the  agricul- 
ture of  thefe  different  periods.'* 


Rice.  Tobacco. 

1783,  61.974  barrels.     2,080  hogflieads. 

1784,  03,713        2,303 

1785,  65,857  •  V  •  3,929        "  ' 


Intligo. 

2,051  chefls. 

1,789 
2,163 


The  trade  of  Charleflon,  which  is  extremely  a<flive,  has  proved  highly 
beneficial  to  America,  as  becomes  evident  from  the  circumftance,  that  in- 
flead  of  fcven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five  tons  of  American  fhip- 

.  ,   .  . :  *  At  this  period  cotton  was  not  cultivated  in  South  Carolina. 
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ping,  employed  in  this  trade  in  1 7Q2,  fifteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-five,  or  three  times  as  many,  were  employed  in  l  r<j3.  The  de- 
crcafe  of  foreign  fhipping  during  the  fame  period  by  twenty  thoufand 
and  eighty-one  tons  is  an  additional  proof,  that  the  incrcafe  of  the  trade 
of  Charlcfton  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  greatly  ob- 
ftru<Sls  the  trade  of  the  powers  at  war,  fo  that  this  incrjafe  is  but  tem- 
porary. At  the  conclufion  of  peace  thefe  nations  will  refume  their 
ihare  of  the  American  trade,  and  probably  greatly  reduce  the  participa- 
tion of  American  bottoms  in  their  coTonial  traffic. 

I  was  not  able  to  procure  from  all  trading  ports  as  ample  and  correal 
information  as  I  obtained  in  Charleflon  ;  but  I  am  certain,  that  the  re- 
fults  mufl  be  every  where  the  fame,  and  muft  lead  to  the  fame  confe-^ 
quenccs. 

In  addition  to  the  fixty  thoufand  two  hundred  and  two  tons  of  fhip- 
ping employed  in  the  foreign  commerce  of  Charleflon,  the  coafling  trade 
and  fifhery  occupies  many  fmall  vefTcls  from  twelve  to  feventy  tons  bur- 
then. ^  ''^■ 

The  increafe  of  tonnage  lias  not  been  attended  with  any  augmenta- 
tion of  the  fhip-building  in  Charleflon.  From  1791  until  April  1  TqO, 
no  more  than  twenty-fix  fhips  were  built,  carrying  in  the  whole  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-five  tons.  They  are  mofl  of  them 
cither  floops  or  fchooncrs ;  fome  arc  hnfs ;  and  two  are  thrce-maflcd 
vefTcls.  The  reafon  why  the  fhip-building  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  export-trade  is  the  fcarcity,  or  rather  the  great  want  of  workmen, 
a  confequcnce  of  which  is  the  high  price  of  fhips,  which  are  here  dearer 
by  fifteen  dollars  per  ton,  than  in  tlie  caflcrn  flutes,  which  ha\  e  not  fuf- 
ficicnt  commodities  to  load  their  vefTcls,  and  fend  them  accordingly  to 
the  fouthern  flatcs  for  fale.  Thus  the  merchants  c^f  Charleflon  augment 
the  tonnage  of  their  fliipping  by  purchafing  fliips  in  the  eaflern  flates ; 
and  this  flate  of  things  will  continue  as  long  as  the  population  of  Caro- 
lina fhall  continue  as  fmall,  as  it  is  at  prcfent,  and  labouring  people  c \ui 
cam  more  by  working  in  the  fields,  than  by  any  other  emplo}  mcnt. 
Ships  built  in  Carolina  with  the  timber  of  the  country  lafl  three  times 
'  ■    --•-'-    ^-^'  ■:    '  longer. 
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longer,  than  thofe  conftruded  in  the  caftem  ftatcs ;  for  although  thefe 
employ  timber  of  the  fouth  in  the  building  of  fliips,  yet  they  arc  not 
entirely  conftrudlcd  of  it,  and  confequently  they  cannot  be  as  durable 
as  veflels  built  in  the  fouthem  ftates. 

For  tlie  fame  reafons,  which  obftruft  the  building  of  ihips  in  Georgia 
and  Virginia,  no  feamen  can  be  found  there  for  manning  the  fhips,  which 
belong  to  Charlefton.  Thefe  are  likewife  fumiflied  by  the  eaftcrn  ftates, 
and  many  of  them  arrive  in  that  pgrt,  either  on  board  of  Ihips  engaged 
in  the  foreign  trade,  or  in  coafting  veflels,  which  in  winter  carry  to 
Charlefton  the  produce  of  feveral  parts  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  on 
account  of  the  higher  wages  engage  on  board  of  ihips  in  foreign  trade. 
Few  of  thefe  feamen  continue  in  Charlefton  after  the  time,  for  which 
they  have  hired  themfelves,  is  clapfed,  becaufe  every  thing  is  there  twice 
as  dear  as  in  their  own  country.  Some  negroes  ferve  alfo  on  board  of 
trading  veflels  ;  they  generally  form  a  third  of  the  crew,  and  are  free  ne- 
groes. But  on  board  of  coafliers,  and  fuch  fhips  as  trade  within  the  dif- 
tri<fl  of  Charlefl:on,  they  conftitute  three  fifths  of  the  fhip's  company, 
becaufe  the  mailers  arc  in  general  alio  the  owners  of  the  Ihips,  and  thus 
can  man  them  with  their  own  Haves.  ... 

The  articles,  which  form  the  exports  of  Charlefton,  are  conveyed  to  this 
port  either  on  the  different  rivers  and  the  Santee-canal,  or  by  land-con- 
veyance, of  which  more  ufc  is  made  than  of  that  by  water,  on  account  of 
the  difficult  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  river  Santee  which  is  next  to 
the  fca,  of  the  paflagc  from  Georgetown  to  Charlefton,  and  of  the  rapid 
ftream,  on  working  up  the  river.  There  are  alfo  parts  in  Upper  Carolina, 
which  are  fo  remote  from  any  navigable  waters,  that  a  land-conveyance 
becomes  abfolutcly  ncccflary.  Cotton,  Indigo,  and  hemp,  are  tranfportcd 
in  large  waggons  with  four  or  fix  horfes.  The  hogflicads  of  tobacco  are 
not  removed  in  waggons,  but  in  a  fort  of  fledges.  The  carriage  is  not 
expenfive,  as  the  horles  never  enter  a  ftablc.  They  continually  remain 
in  the  woods,  which  at  all  times  abound  in  grafs  of  the  beft  kind.  The 
waggoners  carry  their  Indian-corn,  their  falt-meat,  and  their  cheefc,  with 
them,  and  enter  the  inns,  to  drink  a  few  glafles  of  whiiky.  The  bufinefs 
'  •■  '  "•         -     .i.  '.   ■■      of 
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of  waggoners  is,  I  underftand,  very  profitable  in  Carolina.  The  carriage 
for  provifion  from  the  back  country  amounts  toonc  dollar  and  one-third 
the  hundred- weight;  in  Iprlng  it  is  fomcwhat  dearer  than  in  autumn. 
The  carriage  to  Columbia  on  the  river  Combahoc,  amounts  to  two  fhil- 
lings  and  fixpence.  ,       ,  - 

The  Santee  canal,  which  is  to  conne<ft  the  river  Santee  with  the  river 
Cooper,  and  which  is  twenty  miles  in  length,  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
communication  by  water,  and  of  coniequence  confiderably  IclTcn  the  con- 
veyance by  land.  This  canal  will  foon  be  finiftied ;  fome  locks  have 
already  been  built,  and,  it  is  confidently  faid,  that  it  will  be  completed 
about  the  year  1797,  or  at  lateft  the  year  following.  It  meets  the 
river  a  little  below  the  point  where  the  tide  turns.  The  return-paffage 
is,  therefore,  much  facilitated  by  the  flood-tide.  VefTels  of  any  burthen 
will  arrive  here  fafe,  by  means  of  this  inland  navigation,  from  all  navigable 
creeks,  which  empty  into  the  river  Santee  ;  and  moreover,  the  paflTagc  is 
fliortened  about  twenty  miles, 

The  canaMs  conftru<3:ed  by  a  company,  incorporated  in  178O,  by  an 
aft  of  the  legiflaturc,  by  which  all  the  land,  not  yet  dilpofed  of  at  that 
period,  were  granted  to  this  company,  together  with  the  privilege  of 
levying  a  toll  for  an  unlimited  length  of  time.  The  Santee-canal  is  not 
the  only  one,  the  completion  of  which  is  promoted  by  the  legiflaturc  of 
Carolina  ;  it  alfo  encourages  the  conflru6lion  of  others,  where  the  face  ot 
the  country  and  the  courfc  of  the  rivers  will  permit. 

1  cannot  clofc  this  long  article  on  Carolina,  without  mentioning  with 
dcferved  praife  the  kind  reception  I  experienced  in  Charlefton.  This  is  a 
duty,  which  I  owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  parts  of  America  which  I 
have  traverfed,  but  efpecially  to  this  place.  In  no  town  of  the  United 
States  does  a  foreigner  experience  more  benevolence  and  hofpitality,  or  find 
more  agreeable  manners  and  a  more  entertaining  fociety,  than  in  Charlef- 
ton ;  no  where  will  he  pleafe  himfelf  better,  and  no  place  will  he  leave 
•with  more  regret.  I  ihould  be  obliged  to  name  almoft  every  pcrfon  I  have 
ieen  in  Charlefton>  were  I  to  do  juftice  to  my  feelings ;  this,  however, 
"would  render  me  too  difFufe.     I  Ihall  therefore  only  name  Mr.  John 
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Pringle,  whofe  houfe,  during  my  rcfidence  in  Charlefton,  I  confide  cdas 
my  own ;  Mr.  Isaac  Holme,  receiver  of  the  cuftoms,  an  excellent  man, 
poflefled  of  extenfive  knowledge,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  major 
part  of  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  colledl ;  "Mr.  Ed.  Rutledge, 
a  man  of  uncommon  parts,  of  a  cheerful  and  amiable  temper,  of  profound 
learning  and  the  mod  liberal  fentiments,  who  has  affifted  the  unfortunate 
emigrants  uf  St.  Domingo  in  the  moft  generous  and  difmterefted  manner ; 
General  Pinckney,  who  by  his  talents,  prudence,  and  honourable  con- 
.du<5l,  has  defcrvedly  obtained  the  confidence  and  Tefpeift  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,;  laflly,  the  worthy  Mr.  Man,  and  his  partner  Mr.  Foltz,  to 
whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introdu^ion,  and  who  enjoy  a  dillinguifhed  re- 
putation for  benevolence,  prudence,  and  redlitude.  | ' ' 

I  could  have  .wiflied  to  make  a  tour  through  North  Carolina,  Ijefore 
I  returned  to  Philadelphia.  But  the  time,  wlien  1  was  obliged  to  be 
in  that  city,  not  allowing  me  to  carry  tliis  wilh  into  efFed,  I  fliall  here 
fubjoin  the  information,  which  I  have  received,  relative  to  North  'Caro- 
lina, efpecially  from  Mr.  Ired  well,  member  of  the  fupreme  tribunal 
of  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  of  that  country,  and  a  man  of  diftin- 
guilhed  talents,  and  the  moft  reipcdablc  chara<5ler. 
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'The  coaft  of  "North  Carolina  was  vifitcd  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  lad 
xentury,  but  the  firft  permanent  fcttlements  were  formed  in  17 10,  by 
•emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The  proprietors  of  Carolina  en- 
couraged thefe  fettlcmcnts,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettlers  the  tradl  of 
land  between  Albemarle-found,  formed  by  the  river  Roanoe  and  Bath- 
bay,  which  is  formed  by  the  river  Tar.  This  fettlemerit  was  almoft  com- 
pletely deftroyed  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  in  1721,  from  motives  whidh 
remain  unknown;  for  the  hiftory  of  North  Caroliiia  is  involved  in  greater 
obfcurity  tlian  that  of  any  other  ftate.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fcven  inhabitants  were  murdered,  and  the  furvivors  demanded  vengeance 
froiji  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  to  which  the  country  at  that  time 
belonged.     A   war  enfued,   in  which  the  Indians  fuftained  very  fevere 
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lofTes,  and  wherein  the  fmall  army  of  South  Carolina  received  a  power- 
flil  affiftance  from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaroras,  who  did 
not  perifli  in  the  war,  left  North  Carolina,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the 
Great  Lake.  The  colony,  which  remained  tolerably  quiet  fince  that 
time,  increafed  in  populoufnefs  and  profperity  until  1 729,  when  the  feven 
proprietors  transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  The  country  was  at 
that  time  disjoined  from  South  Carolina,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the 
Second  ereded  into  a  diftinft  province^  under  the  name  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

In  1776  the  conftitution  of  North  Carolina  was  formed,  on  principles 
much  refembling  thofe  of  the  other  ftates.  The  Houfe  of  Rcprefenta- 
tives  confifts  of  two  members  for  each  county,  the  whole  ftate  being 
divided  into  fifty-eight  counties,  and  of  two  members  for  each  confider- 
ablc  town,  fuch  as  Edenton,  Newbcrn,  Wilmington,  Salifbury,  HiU- 
borough,  Halifax,  and  Fayettevillc.  The  rcprefentatives  muft  have  rc- 
fided  a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  by  which  they  arc  eledled,  and  pof- 
fefled  fix  months  an  eftatc  of  one  hundred  acres.  The  Senate  is  com- 
pofed  of  one  member  for  each  county  ;  no  inhabitant  can  be  elcded  a 
fenator,  without  having  rcfided  a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  and  pof- 
feffing  three  hundred  acres. 

Thofe  who  ele<3:the  fenators  muft  be  twenty-one  years  old,  and  have 
inhabited  twelve  months  within  the  ftate,  and  poficflcd  fix  months  an  cftate 
of  fifty  acres.  The  ele<ftors  of  the  rcprefentatives  muft  be  of  the  fame 
age,  and  refided  as  long  in  the  ftate ;  but  it  is  fufficicnt,  that  they  have 
paid  the  taxes  for  the  lalV-ycar,  without  pofl'efling  any  property. 

The  Governor,  as  well  as  his  council,  compofed  of  feven  members,  are 
elcdted  by  both  houfes.  The  necefi!ary  qualification  for  the  place  of  a 
Governor  arc,  an  age  of  thirty  years,  a  five  years  rcfidence  in  the  ftate, 
and  the  poffeffion  of  a  property  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars.  (The  money  of  North  Ca- 
rolina is  like  that  of  New  York,  worth,  only  eight  ftiillings  the  dollar.)  All 
places  under  government:  are  in  the  gift  of  the  two  houfes ;  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  is  appointed  every  three  years.  The  judges,  as  well  as  the  attor- 
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- Ticy-gcneral,  arc  nominated  in  the  Tame  manner;  but  they  receive  their 
appointment  from  the  governor,  and  keen  their  places  as  long  as  they 
condud:  thcnilelvcs  in  a  proper  manner.  The  governor  bears  no  Iharc  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws.  The  conftitution  declares  unworthy  of  being 
appointed  to  any  public  place,  or  elected  reprefentatives,  all  perfons  who 
believe  not  in  God,  in  the  truth  of  the  Protellant  religion,  and  the  divine 
origin  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament. 

The  public  expenditure  flu«5luates  from  thirty-feven  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred to  forty-five  thoufand  dollars. 

The  taxes  are  as  follows,  viz.  eight  pence,  or  two-thirds  of  a  fliilling, 
for  e\ery  hundred  acres  of  land,  without  the  leaft  diftiniflion  in  regard 
to  quality  and  fituation, — they  begin  as  foon  as  the  occupiers  of  the 
lands  enter  upon  their  pofleillon ;  two  Ihillings  for  every  hundred  pounds 
taxable  property,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  town-lots ;  two 
lliillings  for  every  white  inhabitant  or  negro,  whether  a  freeman  or 
41ave,  from  the  twelfth  to  the  fiftieth  year  of  age ;  ten  lliillings  for  every 
ftallion  ;  forty  Ihillings  for  the  licence  to  keep  a  tavern,  or  for  felling 
fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  from  eight  to  twenty  fhillings  for  every  {en- 
tence  or  decree,  according  to  the  different  courts  by  which  they  are  pro- 
nounced. 

The  flate,  in  regard  to  the  colledion  of  taxes,  is  divided  into  fifty-eight 
diftrids,  which  may  be  altered  by  the  county -courts.  The  juftices  of  the 
peace  are,  by  virtue  of  their  places,  colledors  of  the  taxes ;  they  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  county-courts,  and  receive  fix  per  cent  on  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  which  they  colle(^l,  and  fixpence  for  every  mile  which  they 
travel  for  this  purpofe.  In  1/95,  the  taxes  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  flerling,  or  thirty-nine  thoufand  two 
hundred  dollars ;  the  taxes  on  town-lots  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  on  lands,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds  ten 
fliilling.s  flerling — (the  number  of  taxable  acres  amounts  to  one  million 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy)  ;-'— the 
poll-tax,  tM  enty-fivc  thoufand  lour  hundred  dollars ;  the  taxes  on  law- 
fiiit.*,  billiards,  and  horfcs,  two  thoufand  five  hundred ;  making  in  the 
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\vhole  forty-fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars.  Dcdudhig 
from  this  fum  the  expcnce  of  colleding  the  taxes,  and  the  lofs  arifmg 
from  defaulters,  there  remains  a  neat  furplus  of  thirty-nine  thoufand  two 
hundred  dollars.  ,    ..,.  '...j. 

The  public  debt  confifts  in  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  iterling,  or  three  hundred  and  fe^  enty-five 
thoufand  dollars,  wdiich  are  either  in  the  treafury  or  in  circulation.  IJy 
the  determination  of  the  commiffioners  the  debt,  which  the  Union  owes 
to  this  ftate,  amounts  to  fl^e  hundred  and  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 


and  eighty-two  dollars. 


"it* 


The  Apalachian  or  Alleghany  Mountains  divide  the  ftate  into  two 
parts,  which,  in  point  of  climate  and  foil,  widely  differ  from  each  other. 
The  low  lands,  which  might  be  cultivated  in  as  advantageous  a  manner, 
as  thofe  of  the  fume  defcription  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  are  far 
from  having  attained  the  fame  degree  of  culture.  The  great  difficulties 
by  which  the  river  navigation  is  obflru(^ed,  and  efpecially  the  want  of 
harbours,  which  impedes  the  exportation  of  commodities,  cannot  but 
check  the  progrefs  of  cultivation,  and  bar  the  profperity  of  North  Caro- 
lina, efpecially  as,  from  want  of  money,  thefe  impediments  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  removed.  The  gre£ttcft  obftacle  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
conllfts  in  their  mouths  being  fliut  up  by  large  fand-banks,  originating 
cither  from  the  rapidity  of  the  flreams,  from  flrong  currents  of  the  Ciulf  of 
Mexico,  or  perhaps  from  both,  thefe  caufes,  and  which  probably  will  pre- 
vent North  Carolina,  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  from  enjoying  all 
tlie  advantages,  which  fhe  might  otherwife  derive  from  her  foil  and  fitua- 
tion. 

The  entrance  of  thofe  places  which  are  called  harbours,  is  fb  very  dif- 
ficult, and  the  depth  of  water  in  the  narrows  fo  inconfiderable,  that,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  there  exifl  no  ports  in  North  Carolina.  The  befl  of  them  is 
Wilmington,  thirty-five  miles  from  Cape  Fear.  Ships  of  three  hundred 
tons  burthen  may  enter  this  port ;  but  the  entrance  is  rendered  extremely 
difficult  by  a  large  fhoal,  known  to  feafaring  people  under  the  name 
of  the  Rocks  of  Cape  Fear.     The  north-caftem  branch  of  the  river  Fear 
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is  navigable  as  far  as  Fayettevillc,  one  hundred  miles  beyond  Wilming- 
ton, for  vcflcls  of  eighteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen.  This  navigation, 
which  is  of  a  much  greater  extent  than  any  other  river-navigation  in 
the  ftatc,  contributes  much  to  enliven  the  trade  of  Wilmington.  The 
commodities  of  the  back  country  are  icnt  thither,  as  well  as  the  produce 
of  the  Antilles,  and  European  manufadures.  "Fayettcville  derives  fome 
importance  from  this  ftatc  of  things,  and  its  commerce  is  daily  encrcaiing, 
Wilmington  chiefly  trades  to  the  Antilles.  European  goods  arc  fent 
thither  from  Charlefton,  Baltimore,  and  Norfolk.  The  exports  of  Wil- 
mington amounted,  in  1791,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thoufand 
fevennundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  ;  in  1 792,  to  two  hundred  and 
lixty-two  thoufand  four  himdred  and  ninety-eight  dollars ;  in  1793,  t© 
one  hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-nine  dol- 
lars; in  1794,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  lixty-feven  dollars;  and  in  1795,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars. 

The  moft  confiderable  parts,  next  to  Wilmington,  are  Edenton  and 
Newbern.  Ncwbern  is  feated  on  the  riAcr  Nufe,  at  its  confluence  with 
the  Trent,  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fca,  from  which  the  coafl  df 
North  Carolina  is  fcparatcd  by  long  and  fmall  iflets,  from  Cape  Lookout 
to  the  borders  of  Virginia.  Sliips  coming  from  fea  pafs  between  ihefe 
iflets  to  enter  the  large  bays,  into  which  all  the  rivers  of  Carolina  empty  . 
themfclvcs.  Ships  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to  two  hundred  tons 
burthen  fail  as  far  as  twelve  miles  above  Newbern,  and  the  river  is  na- 
vigable lor  fmaller  velTels  one  hundred  miles  farther  up  the  river.  VefTels 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  are  frequently  obliged  to  unload* 
The  exports  oi'  Newbevn  amounted,  in  1791,  to  one  hundred  and  five 
thouflmd  fix- hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars;  in  1 792,  to  one  hundred 
and  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-feven  dollars;  in  1793,  to 
fixty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  fixty-ninc 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventeeh  dollars ;  and  in  1795,  to  feventy- 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

Edenton  is  fituatcd  on  the  river  Roanoke,  near  the  point  of  Albe- 
marle 
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"marle-found,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  illand  of  Roanoke, 
-one  of  the  above  iflets.  Ships  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen 
can  fail  as  far  as  EMcnton,  and  fome  miles  farther  up.  Thence  to  the 
rapids,  that  is,  to  the  diilancc  of  feventy  miles  from  Edonton,  the  river 
is  only  navigable  for  hatteaux  of  twenty  or  thirty  tons  burthen.  The 
Roanoke  waters  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  exports 
from  Edenton  amounted,  in  1 791,  to  ninety-two  thoafand  three  hundred 
and  fix  dollars ;  in  1 792,  to  eighty-fcvcn  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
three  dollars;  in  1793,  to  fifty-nine  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  fifty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  dol- 
lars; and  in  1795,  to  fcventy-fevcn  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fcven 
-dollars. 

The  produce  of  the  country  above  the  rapids  is  unfliipped  at  the  fpot 
where  they  begin,  and  tranfported  by  land  to  Pcterfburgh  in  Virginia. 
When  the  projedled  canal  through  Difmalfwamps  fliall  be  finilhcd, 
which  is  to  connedl  Albemarle-found  with  the  river  Elizabeth,  all  the 
commodities,  which  are  at  prcicnt  exported  from  Edenton,  will  be  tranf- 
ported to  Norfolk,  as  the  communication  with  Albemarle-found  becomes 
more  and  more  difficult.  The  county  of  Camden,  fituated  on  Albe- 
marle-found, and  nearer  to  the  fea  than  Edenton,  has  a  cullom-houfc, 
as  well  as  the  town  of  Wilmington,  fcated  on  the  river  Fear,  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  ifland  Ocrecok.  Their  fituation  being  lefs  favour- 
able, than  that  of  the  three  former, .  their  exports  arc  in  confequence  lefs 
■confiderable.  From  the  books  of  thefe  five  cuftom-houfcs  it  appears, 
that  the  exports  from  North  Carolina  amounted,  in  1791,  to  five  hundred 
and  twenty-four  thoufand  five  Inmdred  and  forty-eight  dollars ;  in  1 792, 
to  two  hundred  and  twcnty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars;  in  1793,  to  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars ;  in  1  794,  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-fcven  dollars;  and  in  1795,  to  four 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-one  dollars. 
Thefe  exports  are  alraoft  entirely  drawn  from  the  lower  parts  of  North 
Carolina,  and  confift  in  tar^   turpentine,  refin,  balks,  boards,  Ihingles, 
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ilavcs,  deer  and  calf  Ikins,  tobacco  and  rice,  (of  the  laft  two  articles 
but  fmall  quantities  are  exported),  pork,  bacon,  tallow,  bees-wax, 
myrtJe-wax,  &c.  The  produdions  of  tiic  upper  parts  of  North  Carolina 
are  exported  to  the  eaftern  ftates,  which  in  return  fupply  Carolina  with 
flour,  cheefe,  hides,  potatoes,  hardware,  hats,  and  European  goods.  The 
high  price  of  labour  and  difficult  navigation  obftrud  the  building  of 
lliips,  although  the  country  produces  the  fincft  fliip-timber  in  the  greateft 
abundance. 

The  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina  arc  as  unhealthy  as  thofe  of  South 
Carolina ;  nay  more  fo,  although  there  arc  not  as  many  rice-fwamps  in 
the  former,  as  in  the  latter  province.  In  winter  fevers  and  pleurifics  are 
very  frequent.  The  climate  of  the  upper  parts  is  very  healthful ;  they 
arc  w  aftied  by  many  rapid  ftrcams,  and  not  liable  to  the  fame  dangers. 
In  both,  but  efpecialty  in  the  upper  parts,  the  woods  are  full  of  pigs  and 
calves,  which  furnifli  confiderable  articles  of  exportation.  The  popula- 
tion of  North  Carolina  amounted,  in  1 791 ,  to  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  fouls,  one  hundred  and  five  thou- 
fand  and  fixty-one  of  whom  were  flavcs.  The  exadlnefs  of  this  eilimate 
is,  however,  doubted,  and  the  population,  it  is  afl'erted,  was  already  in 
1791  more  confiderable,  than  it  appears  by  this  eftimate.  Since  that 
period  it  has  been  encreafcd  more  from  its  own  flock,  than  by  emigration 
from  other  ftates  ;  for  though  colonifts  arrive  from  thefe  parts,  yet  on 
the  other  hand  many  fettlers  emigrate  again  to  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
Kentucky,  and  Teneflee.  Since  1788,  Raleigh  is  the  capital  and  feat  of 
government,  which,  previoufly  to  that  time,  removed  from  one  place  to 
another.  The  towns  in  Carolina  are  few  in  number  and  infignificant. 
Moft  of  the  proprietors  refidc  on  their  plantations,  and  live  there  like 
Virginians,  but  not  quite  fo  well,  as  in  general  they  poflefs  not  fo  much 
wealth,  as  the  Virginia  planters.  They  arc  bufied,  it  is  faid,  in  perfect-. 
ing  their  mode  of  agriculture,  and  are  good  and  mild  mafters  to  their 
flaves.  1  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  either  the  regulations  concerning 
them,  or  any  other  law. 
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The  moft  numerous  fc6l  in  North  Carolina  is  that  of  the  Prcfby  tcrlans, 
cfpcciully  in  the  wcftcrn  parts,  which  arc  inhabited  by  emigrants  ot" 
Pcnnfylvania  But  there  arc  alfo  great  numbers  of  Calvinills,  Luthe- 
Kpifcopal. ens,  ami  Quakers ;  they  perform,  however,  no  more  divine 
fervi^c  in  a  regular  manner,  than  they  do  in  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
lina.    Hrrc  is  alfo  a  icttlcmcnt  of  Moravians. 

This  is  the  information,  that  I  have  been  able  to  colle<5l,  relative  to 
North  Carolina,  of  all  the  ftates  apparently  moft  remote  iVom  that  im- 
proved ilate  of  culture,  which,  from  the  quality  of  its  foil  and  produc- 
tions, it  is  perfectly  capable  of  attaining.  North  Carolina  will,  no  doubt, 
in  time  advance  to  a  more  perfe<fl  degree  of  cultivation ;  her  future  opu- 
lence will  depend  on  the  quality  of  commodities  Ihe  produces ;  but,  from 
the  nature  of  her  coaft  and  rivers,  Ihe  will  never  be  able  to  acquire  any 
conilderablc  rank  among  trading  and  commercial  ftates. 


THE    END. 
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[Since  the  Jlieet  was  printed  off  which  contaim  the  remarks  on  the 
policy  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  the  following  authentic 
Document  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Editor,  who,  in  juJUce  to  the 
charatler  of  the  refpeGlahle  General,  has  here  prefented  it  to  the  Reader.] 


SPEECH 

OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY 

JOHN  GRAVES  SIMCOE,  ESQUIRE, 

Lieutenant-Governnr  of  the  Provinre  of  Upper  Canada^  &C.  &C.  &€. 
Upon  proroguing  the  Fifth  Seffion  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  of  Upper  Canada. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legijlative  Council,  and 
Gent/emeti  of  the  Houfe  of  Affemblyi 

THE  public  bufmefs  of  the  fcffions  being  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
it  is  with  plcafure,  I  confider  your  proceedings  therein,  have  been 
marked  with  the  fame  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  province,  which 
has  diftinguiftied  your  conduft  throughout  the  whole  of  this,  the  firft 
provincial  parliament  of  Upper  Canada;  and  which  draws  near  to  its 
termination  agreeably  to  the  laws. 

It  is  not  poffible  for  me,  without  emotion,  to  contemplate,  that  we 
have  been  called  upon  to  execute  the  moft  important  trull  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britilh  Parliament,  during  a  period  of  awful 
and  ftupendous  events,  which  flill  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
and  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  is  valuable  in  civil  focicty 
in  one  promifcuous  ruin.    However  rem.ote  we  have  been  happily  placed 
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from  the  fccne  of  thefe  events,  we  have  not  been  without  their  influ- 
ence ;  but,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  it  has  only  been  fufficient  to  prove, 
that  this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyalty,  demonftrates  one 
common  fpirit  in  the  defence  of  their  king  and  their  country. 

In  the  civil  provifions  for  the  eflabliihment  and  maintenance  of  oiu: 
conftitution,  and  the  benefits  flowing  therefrom,  we  ihall,  I  truft, 
always  rcoolleft  with  great  fatisfadlion,  that  we  have  been  adluated  and 
guided  by  a  fair  and  upright  defire  to  lay  the  foundations  of  private  right 
and  of  public  profperity.  -  ••  ^ 

I  humbly  believe  that  his  Majefty,  the  father  of  his  people,  and  the 
beneficent  founder  of  this  loyal  province,  will  accept  our  endeavours  to 
perpetuate  thefe  bledings,  which  it  is  his  wiih  Ihould  attend  his  faithful 
fubjeds  and  their  remoteft  pofterity.  . 

..."      .      ......  .-,.    .. ,-  -       - 

Honourable  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen  / 

It  is  our  immediate  duty  to  recommcud  oui  public  a«fls  to  our  fellow* 
fttbjeds  by  the  efficacy  of  our  private  example ;  and  to  contribute  in  this 
trad  of  the  Britiih  empire,  to  form  a  nation,  obedient  to  the  laws,  fru- 
gal, temperate,  induftrious ; — imprefled  with  a  ftedfaft  love  of  jufticc,  of 
honour,  of  public  good  ;  with  unfliaken  probity  and  fortitude  amongfl 
men,  with  Chriftian  piety  and  gratitude  to  God!  ^ 

Confcious  of  the  intention  of  well-doing,  I  fliall  ever  chcnih,  with  re- 
verence, and  humble  acknowledgement,  the  remembrance,  that  it  is  my 
fmgular  happincls  ta  have  borne  to  this  province  the  powers,  the  privi- 
leges, the  principles,  and  the  pradice  of  the  Britiih  conilitution ;  this 
perpetual  monument  of  the  good- will  of  the  empire,  the  reward  of  tried 
afFeftion  and  loyalty,  can  beft  fulfil  the  juft  end  of  all  government,  as 
the  experience  of  ages  hath  proved,  by  communicating  univerfally,  pro- 
teftion  and  profperity,  to  tbofe  who  make  a  rightful  ufc  of  its  advan- 
tages, 'r'-   ,..#-. 
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A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  charaaer  of,  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  407. 
Agpculture,  ftate  of,  in  Northumberland,  70  ; 
at  Afylum,  9ft  i  about  old  Shefhequen,  97 ; 

■  in  Geneflee,  120;  Captain  Williamfon's 
fettlement,  135;  difirift  of  Kingfton,  381 ; 
Canada,  310;  German  Flats,  361;  Al- 
bany, 371 ;  Marlborough,  398  ;  county  of 
Maine,  427 ;  North  Yarmouth,  458 ;  dif- 
trlft  of  Berwick,  464,  465 ;  Rhode-Iiland, 
496;  townihip  of  Lebanon,  515;  environs 
of  New  York,  539 :  Jerfey,  547 ;  Carolina, 
576. 

Ague,  endemic  in  Geneflee,  144, 146;  attempts 
to  cure  it  by  a  magic  charm,  262. 

Albany,  defcription  of  the  fettlement  and  town 
of,  376;  trade  and  exports,  ibid.  368;  fliip- 

•  ping,  ibid.;  price  of  (hip-building,  369  i  po- 
palation,  370  ;  ftyle  of  building,  ibid.;  re- 
venue, ibid.;  bank,  371 ;  manufadlories,  ib. 

Allen,  Mr.  Van,  member  of  the  Congrcfs,  340. 

Alma,  eilate  of  Captain,  43 1 . 

Ambrofe,  St.  fituation  of  the  Spaniih  idand  of, 
410;  abounds  with  leals,  ibid. 

America,  means  of  raiting  a  fortune  in,  45,  63, 
67. 

Americans,  conduft  of  the,  to  the  Indians,  45  ; 
their  fentiments  in  regard  to  England,  23 B, 
366;  and  relative  to  France,  366,  379. 

Angelico,  farm  of,  30;  how  cultivated,  ibid.; 
produce  of  the  land,  31  ;  inattention  to  im- 

■  proving  the  dung,  33. 

Animals,  wild,  lefs  fierce  in  America,  143. 
Afylum,  fituation  of,  8tj ;  a  French  fettlement 
projcfted  by  Meflrs.  Talon  and  de  Noailks, 


ibid.;  hifiory  of  this  fettlement,  87 ;  prefent 
ftate,  88 ;  names  and  numbers  of  the  families, 
who  have  fettled  there,  89  ;  impediments  to 
the  profperity  of  the  fettlement,  92 ;  means 
of  removing  them,  ibid. 

Attachments,  on  the  force  of  female,  169,  383. 

Axe,  form  of  the  American,  165. 

B. 

Ball,  Indian  manner  of  playing  at,  249. 

Banks,  in  the  United  States,  67  ;  their  influence 
on  the  price  of  land,  ibid. 

Barley,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  6 ;  Angelico, 
34;  county  of  Maine,  428, 445. 

Baron,  plantation  of  Dr.  690. 

Bath,  town  of,  108;  its  (ituation,  140. 

Bath,  a  port  of  entry  in  the  townihip  of  Lin- 
coln, 456 ;  its  exports,  ibid. 

Baty,  leader  of  emigrated  German  families,  269» 

Belfaft,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  435 ;  popu- 
lation, 441. 

Berkihire,  population  of  the  county  of,  395 . 

Berwick,  account  of  the  diftriA  of,  4')  1 . 

Beverly,  fituation  of  the  village  of,  4iJ  t. 

Biddeiord,  account  of  the  town  of,  163 ;  trade 
and  exports,  ibid. 

Big  Plain,  fituation  of,  170. 

Bingham,  inn  of  'inquire,  341. 

Block-houres,howconrtrut5lciliu  America,  21 1; 
common  in  that  country,  ibid. 

Bofton,  environs  of,  400  ;  fituation,  401  ;  har- 
bour, 402 ;  indifierence  of  the  inhabitants 
in  rcgatJ  to  fortifications,  403  ;  their  man- 
ners, 407  ;  cntcrpriufig  I'piiit  and  trade,  409; 
Shipping,  479 ;  exports  and  in. ports,  ibid. 

Rouchcttc,  (.'rtptain,  comrnaiuirr  o4"  tlic   juava] 

force. 
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force  on  I-ake  Ontario,  SJO ;  a  Canadian  by 
birth,  ibid. 

Roui,  eftate  of  Mr.  de,  158;  hishiftory,  ibid. 

Brant,  Colonel,  Englifli  agent  with  the  Indians, 
252 ;  pofleffes  much  influence  over  the  In- 
dians, ibid.;  bears  an  excellent  charadter, 
253. 

brigadier's  ifland,  account  of,  43 7« 

Briftoi,  account  of  the  port  of,  503. 

Broadbay,  defcription  of  the  townfhip  of,  451 . 

Brompton,  Fort,  account  of,  346. 

Brothcrfarmer,  chief  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  174. 

Brown,  John,  the  richeft  merchant  of  Provi- 
dence, 603. 

Brunfwick,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,  456. 

Brunfwick,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  547  ;  its 
trade,  548. 

Buffalo  Creek,  account  "of  the  Indian  fettlement 
of,  174,  185. 

Burlington  Bay,  260. 

Burr,  eftate  of  Colonel,  545  ;  his  charafter,  ib. 

Butler,  Colonel,  Englifh  agent  with  the  Tufca- 
rora  Indians,  250 ;  a  native  of  America,  261 ; 
how  rewarded  for  his  loyalty,  ibid. 


Caldwell,  James,  pofleffbr  of  cxteniive  works  at 

Albany,  371,  372. 
Cambridge,   dcfcrlpticn  of  the    Univerfity  of, 

406.  ,  ,^    ^ 

Camps,  Indian,  151. 
Canada,  divlfion  into  Upper  and  Lower— when 

made,  226;  new  form  of  government,  227  ; 

leading  articles  of  the  new  conftitution,  228; 

remarks  on  this  conftitution,  257 ;  on  the 

reparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain, 

270,   308 ;  butrhenlbme   to  England,   288, 

308  ;  trade,  3l6;  exports  and  imports,  ibid. 

want  of  learned  men  and  literary  focieties, 

320. 
Canai'a,   Lower,  education  negtefted  in,  318; 

juftice,   how   adminiflered,    319,     climate, 

320;  provifions  cheap,  321.       k     «    • 
Can;»da  Creek,  354. 
Canadians,  much  attached  to  France,  289,  306; 

charadler,  2i)3,  304;    how  generally  cm- 


ployed,  304;  good  feamen,  ibid.;  are  dif- 
liked  by  the  Englifli,  305,  307 ;  ignorant, 
305 ;  well-treated  by  the  Britifh  government* 
306;  indifferent  hufbandmen,  310;  their 
political  opinions. 

Caimans,  numerous  in  South  Carolina,  600; 
account  of  this  fpecies  of  crocodiles,  ibid. 

Canal,  joining  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Dela- 
ware, 1 5 ;  near  the  Little  Falls,  362 ;  by 
St.  George's  River,  426;  through  the  ricc- 
fwamps  in  the  townfhip  of  St.  Paul,  696. 

Canandaqua,  lake  of,  145. 

Canandaqua,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  On- 
tario, 1 64 ;  its  fttuation,  ibid. 

Canawaga.  town  of,  l6l ;  its  fituation,  ibid. 

Cape  Ann,  defcription  of,  417  ;  how  the  cod- 
fifh  are  dried  there,  ibid.;  account  of  the 
fiihery,  ibid.;  road,  418;  trade  and  exports, 
ibid. 

Carolina,  North,  defcription  of,  63S ;  hiftbry, 
ibid.;  conftitution,  633;  public  expendi- 
ture, 634;  taxes,  ibid.;  public  debt,  636; 
divifion,  ibid. ;  inland  navigation,  ibid. ; 
harbours,  ibid.;  trade,  636;  exports,  637; 
climate,  638^;  difeafes,^  ib.;  religious  feds, 
639. 

Carolina,  South,  hiftory  of,  555  ;  conftitution, 
559,  660. 661  ;  laws,  662 ;  penal  code,  663  ; 
military  regulation,  666,  667 ;  taxes,  668 ; 
how  aflefled  and  collected,  669;  public  ex- 
penditure, ibid.;  roads,  ibid.;  public  debt, 
670;  pay  of  the  officers,  571  ;  paper-md- 
ney,  672;  banks,  ibid.  673^  674;  divifion, 
675;  climate,  677;  fchools  and  education, 
580;  manufactories^  681;  price  of  fhips,. 
ibid.;  markets,  582^. 

Cafco,  defcription  of  the  bay  of,  457. 

Caftle-Ifland,  convlfts  confined  in,  405. 

Cefar,  a  negro,  difcovered  a  remedy  againft  the 
bite  of  the  ratlle-fnake,  669  »  how  reward- 
eal,  ibid. 

Charlefton,dcparturerromPhilaiIeIphia  for,  562, 
its  fituation,  564;  hiftory,  655;  buildings, 
556;  inhabitants, 667;  theirmanners  and  cuf- 
toms,  558  ;  political  fcntiments,  ibid,  669 ; 
conftitution,  ibid.   660,  66 1 ;    laws,  662 ; 

work" 
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workhoufc,  ibid.;  prifons,  655  ;  population, 
ibid.,  negro  markbt,  57oi  difeafes,  573 ;  po- 
lice, 579;  library,  683  j  imports  and  ex- 
pjBrts,  627,  to  630.     .  •     ;  .„:.fi:  . 

Chelfea,  account  of  the  port  of,  514. 

Chippaway  Fort,  defcription  of,  221. 

Chippaway  frigate,  building  expencc  of  the, 
217. 

Cohocz  Falls,  defcription  of  the,  379,  380. 

Coinage,  ftandard  of,  in.New  'Vork,  101;  in 
Pennfylvania,  ibid.  ;  ,}>.<;%  ,  U,  i  ■  .i  T*": 

Connecticut,  trade  of,  613,534,535;  hiftory, 
conftitution,  and  laws,  624  to  527  inclufive; 
police,  628  ;  religious  worfliip,  ibid.  629; 
militia,  632;  taxes,  ibid.  533,. 634;  popu- 
lation, 636;  inhabitants,  636. 

Cooper,  charadler  of  Mr.  76;  chief  objeft  of 
his  account  of  i  America,  ibid.; .  afpires  at  a 
feat  i:i  Congrefs,  ibid.  ,** ;  it 

Cotton,  culture  of,  in  Georgia,  604. 

County-rates,  in  Montgomery,  14;  diftrift  of 
Providence,  17;  Reading,  27;  State  of  New 
York,  106;  townlhip  of  Saratoga,  376. 

Coutenx,  chara»5ter  «f  Mr,  le,  384.. 

Crabgrafs,  in  South -Carolina,  589.  .  ,-^      i      <■ 

Crunkford,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,  433. 

Creigh,  IJr*  proprietor  of  the  medicinal  fpring 
of  Lebanon,  3<)4. 

Crooked  Lake,  defcription  of,  109.  . ,      .  . 

D.  .  . ,  ■•  ^,v'  ,i  ,;  ', 

Damafco  Bay,  account  of,  452.  ■  ,.,.„■ ...  , 

Dances,  defcription  of  Indian,  249. 

Deals,  price  of,  at  Mac-Alifter's  mill,  56;  in 
Northumberland,  71  ;  at  Captain  William- 
fon's  mill,  139  ;  at  DutchmUl,  294. . 

Dcfcrtion  of  the  Britilh  troops  in  Canada,  caufes 
of  the,  255., 

Dcfjardins,  Mr.  owner  of  large  eftates  in  Hun- 
ger bay,  351. 

I>etroit,  fort,  defcription  of,  213. 

Detroit,  a  French  fettlement,  239. 

Ipifoiifes,  prevalent  among  the  Indians,  180. 

Dobibn,  Major,  commanding  otficer  in  King- 
ftoin,.a99;  on  board  his  barge  the  author 
proceeds  to  the  American  coaA,  ibid. 


Dorchefter,  Lord,  Governor-General  of  Britiih 
America,  227  ;  his  projeft,  concerning  the 
feat  of  government  of  Upper  Canada,  276; 
prohibits  the  author  to  proceed  to  Lower  • 
Canada,  298 ;  his  adminiftration  marked 
with  mildnefs  and  juilice,  308  ;  his  charac-  - 
ter,  321. 

Dover,  capital  of  the  county  of  Watcrford,  467 ; 
its  fituation,  ibid.;  population,  ibid. 

Draytonhall,  ancAate  belonging  to  Dr.  Dray-- 
ton,  691.     ,1  ;;    .,  '  .;        > 

Drefs,  obfervations  on,  273. 

Drunkennefs,  the  prevailing  vice  in  America, 
68. 

Ducks'  Iflands,  defcription  of,  272. 

Ducktrap,  fhip-building  at,  432  ^  fifliery,  ibid. 

Dupetitthouars,    travelling  companion  of    the 
author,  365.  • 

'  \  _  "  '    w:''-   ■  " 

Earl,  Lieutenant,  commander  of  the  Onondago  ' 

cutter,  273,276. 
Education,  great?y  negledled  in  Lower  Canada, 

318. 
Elem,  farm  of  Samuel,  496,  496. 
Elizabethtown,   account  of  the  townlhip   of, 

543. 
Elworth,  Mr.  Chief-juftice  of  the  United  States, 

552. 
Emigration,    frequent   in   America,    107;     its 

caufes,  108. 
Englifli  naA'y,  force  of  the,  in  Upper  Canada, 

28       (hips  built  of  timber  frelh  cut   down, 

ib      :  provifion  of  Ihip-timber  eafily  made 

foi  many  years  to  come,  290. 
Ephrata,  vill.ige  of,  35. 
Epifcopal    church,   the  eftabliflicd   religion    in 

Upper  Canada,  265,  285. 
Equality,  on  American,  23,  44,  66,  68,  553. 
Erie,  Lake,  186. 
Erie,  village  of  Lake,  Iflj. 
Erie,  fort,  defcription  of,  i!l  1,  2\G. 
Eftates,    uncertainty   of  the   pofleffion   thereof 

about  Wilkibarre,  Huntsferry,  &c.  35. 
Euftis,  Dr.  of  Bofton,  his  character  and.political 

principles,  480.  ~    .  ".';'*' 
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F. 

Fairfield,  account  of  the  trade  and  exports  of, 
538. 

Farmers,  prejudices  of  the  American,  6,  31,  32, 
49,66,  7«,  119. 

Fayette,  La,  much  refpefted  in  America,  64, 
366. 

Ferry-boats,  badly  conArufted  in  America,  81. 

Flemming,  hiftory  of  Peggy,  209. 

Florida,  account  of,  61 1,  613,  614  ;  its  poffcf- 
lion  ufelefs  to  Spain,  614;  (hould  be  ceded 
to  France,  615. 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  8 ;  in  Norrif- 
town,  14;  Kentucky,  46;  Geneffee,  121; 
near  Fortymile  Creek,  259  ;  at  Kingllon, 
281 ;  Rotterdam,  348  ;  New  Bedford,  493. 

Fortymile  Creek,  258. 

Frey,  defcription  of  the  mill  of  Mr.  49. 

French,  on  the  conquefts  of  the,  60. 

French  revolution,  fentiments  of  the  author  re- 
flMfting  the,  262,  300. 

Friendfmill,  defcription  of,  110. 

Friends  fettlement,  account  of,  1 10. 

Fur-trade,  participation  of  the  Amerlesna  in 
the,  17,  234,  310;  how  carried  on  with 
the  Indians  in  the  Illinois,  296 ;  is  the  only 
branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Canada, 
309 ;  how  carried  on  between  Canada  and 
Europe,  310;  moil  important  places  in 
America  for  that  trade,  325;  how  many 
bundles  of  peltry  collected  in  each,  ibid.; 
by  whom  the  trade  is  carried  on,  326,  328  ; 
account  of  the  expence  and  proceeds  330  ; 
total  amount,  331 ;  how  carried  on  by  the 
Ruffians,  415.  , 

G. 

GenefTi-e  Flats,  regular  inundation  of  the,  153  ; 
their  tituation,  ibid.;  belong  for  the  moft 
part  to  the  Indians,  151;  attempts  to  Ipoil 
them  of  their  property,  ibid. 

Geneffee,  "alls  of  the  river,  lG6. 

German  1  ..its,  del'criptlon  of  the,  359. 

Gerbier,  hiltory  of  Mr.  20. 

Glavery,  eftatc  of  'Squire,   1,'30. 

Glocefter,  account  of  the  town  of,  413;  its 
filhery  and  trade,  ibid.j  fituation,  419. 


Gneifii,  rocks  of,  near  Philadelphia,  137. 

Goldhue,  Mr.  member  of  the  Congrefs,  476. 

Goofe  Creek,  account  of,  5SS. 

Couvemet,  eftate  of  Mr.  de,  383 ;  cliaradker  of 
his  wife,  ibid. 

Granite,  between  Roxborough  and  PhiladeU 
phia,  16;  between  Harri(burg  and  Sunbury, 
63  ;  interfperfed  with  mica  near  Philadel- 
phia, 187;  of  a  reddilh  colour  on  the  plain 
of  Newark,  3 1 1 ;  in  Thoufand  lilands,  323  ; 
near  Montreal,  ibid.;  between  Ofwego  and 
Albany,  366. 

Green,  eftate  of  Mr.  259.       "'  '  "^  "'^    ' 

Green,  account  of  General,  500 ;  his  exploits, 
ib.;  moral  charadler,  501 ;  monument  ereft- 
ed  in  his  memory  by  order  of  Congrefs,  ib. 

Guillemard,  Mr.  travelling  companion  of  the 
author,  2,  293 ;  his  journal  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, 312. 

fi ',[>-<■■?.  J. (ti  *;  >.'.r;'-'L -,  ,>•  ■  , 

HallowcU,  defcriptien  of  the  town  of,  4&5. 

Hammond,  Mr.  EngUih  minifter  at  the  United 
States,  298. 

Hamilton,  Captain,  coounandant  of  Fort  Chip- 
p^way,  218,  221. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  member  of  the  legillature  of 
Upper  Canada,  225. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  account  of 
his  public  and  private  charafter,  544,  545. 

Hannah,  Brigadier-General,  54. 

Harris,  Mr.  founder  of  Harriiburg,  54. 

Harriiburg,  account  of  the  town  of,  50  ;  chief 
town  of  the  cotintj'  of  Dauphin,  51 ;  has  no 
auchonng-place,  ibid.;  unhealthinds  of  the 
town,  52;  a  mill-dam  deftroyed  by  the  in> 
habitants,  ibid. 

Hartfor.d  account  of  the  town  of,  516,  the 
chief  place  in  Conne(5ticut,  517;  its  popu- 
lation, ibid.;  trade  and  ihipping,  ib.;  bank, 
519. 

Harveft,  defcription  of  a  French,  360.      •  " "  ''•• 

Hary,  a  beverage  prepared  for  the  kings  and 
chiefs  of  the  Marquefa  lilands.  ']'>. 

Hemp,  growing  wild  on  the  baa*..;  of  i^akc  On- 
tario, 89a.  '    t-t  ■•  •  "^'TTf  <■.    -l.,  ..  ^.i  ^*t^  .  •  -l 
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fldfian  <iy,  pernicious  to  grain,  366 ;  efpecially 

to  wheair,  547> 
Hingham,  an  eftate  of  General  Lincoln,  481. 
Homicide,  how  atoned  for  among  the  Indians, 

178. 
Hudfon,  defcription  of  the  banks  of  the  river, 

977.       '■'■■        '-■■'■'■    '        •       '■    '    '■'■ 
Hunter,  fort,  account  of,  8*6. ''  •  •■ 

Jacobin  cllAt-trt  Chariefton,  384;  downfall  of 

Jacobin  clubs  in  America,  43 . 
Jay,  political  fyftem  and  conduft  of  Mr.  544. 
JeiFeryj  Mr.  an  eminent  merchant  of  Bofton, 
480. 

Illinois,  fettlement  on  the,  a  large  depot  for  the 
fur-trade,  296. 

Indian-corn,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  6 ;  Ange- 
lico,  34;  in  Kentucky,  46;  Painted  Foft, 
107;  Geheffee,  121;  Watkinftown,  146; 
county  of  Maine,  428  ;  exhaufts  the  foil.  71 . 

Indians,  delineation  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  the,  166,  167,  176,  177,  180,  182,  194, 
208,266,292;  well  defcribed  by  Charle- 
voix, 269 1  rendered  brutal  and  debauched 
by  white  people,  149;  their  price,  when 
murdered  by  the  latter,  ibid.;  employed  to 
apprehend  Britilh  deferters,  291  ;  their  lan- 
guage and  fpeeches,  181. 

Ingraham's  lilands,  account  of  the,  413. 

Inns,  very  numerous  in  fome  parts  of  America, 
63. 

Inviolability,  places  of,  among  the  Indians,  182. 

Johnfon,  hlftory  of  Mr.  190. 

Johnftown,  capital  of  the  county  of  Montgo- 
mery, 363  ;  its  population,  ibid. 

Ipfwich,  account  of  the  village  of,  474. 

Ifard,  Mr.  late  member  of  Congrefs,  595;  his 
eftates  in  South  Carolina,  686;  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate for  flavery,  587. 

Juftice,  how  adminiftered  in  Lower  Canada, 
S19.        •    ■  •  .'• 

Kennebec,  account  of  the  river,  466. 
Kentucky,  prcfcnt  ftatc  of,  46 ;  produce  of  the 
land,  ibid.;  population,  ibid. 


Kingfton,  fituation  of  the  town  of,  2?5  ;  de- 
fcription of  the  town,  ibid.  276,  279;  in- 
tended by  Lord  Dorchcfter  to  become  the 
feat  of  government  of  Upper  Canada,  ibid.; 
difapproved  of  by  General  Simcoe,  ibid.; 
a  ftaplc  port,  279- 

Kn9X,  General,  defcription  of  his  eflatc,  416  ; 
iituation  of  the  houfe,  420 ;  his  plans  and 
proje<fts,  423  ;  his  charafter,  449. 


Labour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  6;  at  Lcgaux, 
11 ;  in  the  diftrift  of  Providence,  17;  about 
Reading,  23  ;  at  Angelico,  33,  34  ;  at  Lan> 
cafter,  42 ;  Middleton,  60  ;  Harrilburg,  53  ; 
Mac-Alifter's  farm,  66  :  about  Northum- 
berland, 71  ;  at  Afylum,  96  ;  in  the  diilrift 
of  Newtown,  103;  at  Painted  Poft,  107; 
in  Geneflee,  121  ;  in  the  diftriA  of  Canan- 
daqua,  1 47 ;  on  the  eilate  of  Mr.  Pitt,  161; 
in  the  Genellee  Flats,  163  ;  in  and  near 
Chippttway,  884  J  near   Fortymilc   Creek, 
259  ;  in  the  diftriA  of  Kingfton,  281,  286  ; 
at  Rotterdam,  348  ;  in  Schuylertown,  358; 
near  the  Little  Falls,  362  ;  at  Albany,  372; 
in  the  townihip  of  Saratoga,  376  ;  at  Marl- 
borough, 399  ;    in  the   county  of  Maine, 
428  ;  in  the  diftria  of  Brunfwick,  467  ;  in 
the  vicinity  of  Portfmouth,   469 ;    in  the 
townfliip  of  New  Bedford,  493  ;  in  Connec- 
ticut, 613;  about  Ncwhaven,  523. 

Lancaller,  arrival  at,  39  ;  iu  fituation  and  fize, 
40  ;  population,  41 ;  produce  of  the  land, 
42;  general  difpolition  of  the  inhabitants, 
43  ;  democratic  fociety,  :b. ;  churches,  44. 

Land,  price  of,  at  Norriltown,  14  ;  in  the  dif- 
tridt  of  Providence,  17  ;  about  Reading,  23  ; 
at  Reading,  28  ;  at  Lancafter,  41  ;.  in  Ken- 
tucky, 46;  about  Mnytown,  47  ;  at  Middle- 
ton,  50;  Harrifbur>;,  6  1  ;  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mac-Alifter's  farm,  65  ;  at  Debleif 's,  (JO  ; 
at  White's,  61  ;  about  Northumbedand,  70  ? 
at  Afylum,  96  ;  about  Tioga,  99 ;  in  the 
diftrid  of  Newtown,  102  ;  at  Painted  Poft, 
106 ;  in  Captain  Williamfon's  fettlement, 
132  ;  in  the  dlAriA  of  Canandatjua,   147  ; 
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.    .at  Canawaga,  I6t  ;  near  Chippaway,  224  ; 

.    near  Fortyraile  Creek,  259 ;  in  the  dillrift  of 

Kingfton,  284;  in  the  Idand  of  Montreal, 

;.  311;  average  price  in  Lower  Canada,  314; 
.at  Rotterdam,  3  IS  ;  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
386;  in  Schiiylertown,  358;  in  the  Ger- 
man Fhitts,  360;  at  Albany,  371 ;  near  Sa- 
,  ratoga,  375 ;  between  Albany  and  Stephen- 
town,  388 ;  at  Lebanon,  394;  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Portland,  462;  near  Portfmouth, 
4!i;);  at  Hingham,  432  ;  in  the  townfhip  of 
New  Bedford,  493 ;  in  Rhode-Ifland,  497 ; 

..in  ConnedUcut,  613,517;  about  Newha- 
ven,  523. 

Land,  produce  of  the,  about  Northumberland, 
.71;  at  Afylum,  95;  at 'Squire  Mac-Cor- 
mick's,  104;  on  Robinfon's  eftatc,  119;  in 
■  Canandaqua,  147;  Geneflce  Flats,  153;  at 
Mountmorris,  157;  near  Fortyrnile  Creek, 
259;  in  Schuylertown,  358;  on  the  Mo- 
hawk River,  379;  in  the  diftrift  of  Broad- 
bay,  451;  Profpeft,  436$  Crankford,  438; 
.  Brunfwick,  457 ;  Biddeford,  463 ;  Portf- 
mouth, 469;  Hingham>  482 ;  Rhode-Illand, 
494;  Newhaven,  623. 

iangdon,  Mr.  a  fenator,  471 ;  poflefled  of  a 
powerful  intereft  at  Portfmouth,  ibid.;  op- 
pofed  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
ibid. 

Lebanon,  medicinal  fpring  and  fituation  of, 
389,  394,  615 ;  its  population,  ibid. 

Lcgau.x,  farm  of  Mr.  10  ;  his  cottage  and  vine- 
yard, 1 1 ;  his  litit^ious  difpolition. 

Leger's,  Colonel  St.  attack  on  Fort  Stanwlx, 
255, 

Legiilaturc  of  Upper  Canada,  opening  of  the, 
265;  General  Simcoe's  fpeech  on  proguing 
the  fil'tli  ieffion,  611. 

Legiilature  of  Canada,  the  debates  of  the,  car- 
ried or.  in  the  Eng'.ifh  and  French  language, 
306. 

Liinellone,  ftrata  of,  between  Roxborough  and 
Norrlftown,  16;  near  Lancafter,  33  ;  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  187.;  near  Read- 
ing, IS^;  at  the  cataraft  of  Niagara,  311; 


in  Palatine  county,  367 :  CQunty  Off  Main^ 

420.  >^;li..i«,oi 

Lincoln,  account  of  General,  48 1 . 
Literary  focieties  in   the  United  States,,  how 

they  fhould  render  themfelves  ufeful,  383. 
Little  Falls,  defcription  of  the,  361. 
Littlehales,    Major,    adjutant   and   firft   fecrc- 

tary  of  General  Simcoe,  271  ;  polTeires  the 

confidence  of  the  country,  ibid. 
London,  account  of  the  town  of  New,  510; 

principal    Tea -port -town    in  .Connedkicut, 

511;    its   trade  and  ihipping,   ibid.;    ex> 

ports,  ibid.;  tifliery,  513;  population,  ibid.; 

bank,  ibid. 
Loretto,  an  Indian  village,  322  ;  charafters  and 

manners  of  its  inhabitants,  ibid. 
Lotteries,  pernicious  confequences  of,  16. 
Louaiana,  account  of,  615;  advantages  likely 

to  accrue  to  France  from  the  pofiedion  of 

that  country,  ibid.  617  ;  fyilem  of  the  Spa« 

nilh  government,  617. 
Luxembourg,  rrincc  ot,  fold  a  frigate  to  the 

State  of  South  Carolina,  570. 
Lynn,  account  of  the  port  of,  477;  itsihoe- 

manufaftory,  478. 

M. 

Mac-Alifter,  an  induftrious  farmer,  54;  defcrip- 
tion of  his  farm  and  mill,  55,  56 ;  fituation 
of  his  fettlement,  66.  ..(       » 

Mac-Cormick,  eltate  of 'Squire,  104. 

Mac- Donald,  Intendant-general  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, 302 ;  his  manner  of  tranladting  buii- 
nefs,  301  ;  pay,  ibid. 

Maine,  account  of,  419,  420,  443,  447;  its 
trade  and  navigation,  ibid.;  abounds  with 
limellone,  420  ;  price  of  wood,  444 ;  hif- 
tory,  465  ;  population,  466. 

Manners,  delineation  of  American,  60  to  66, 
68,  100,  104,^07,150,  162,  165,396,  399. 

Maple-fugar,  at  Afylum,  96 ;  its  price  at  Painted 
Poft,  107  ;  made  in  large  quantities  in  Ge- 
neflTee,  126  ;  medium  produce  of  the  fugar 
maple-tree,  ibid.;  method  of  making  the 
maple-iiigar,  treacle,  and  vinegar,  ib.;  pro- 
duced in  great  quantities  in  the  Gencilee 

Flats, 
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Flats,  153  ;  its  price  there,  ib. ;  ncglefted  in 
the  diftriil  of  Kirlgfton,  233  ;  prepared  in 
great  quantities  in  Lower  Canada,  ibid.    ' 
Mac5>ie,  quanies  of.'ncarvNorriftowpj  !(>,  187  ; 

-  '    ilrata!  of  very  good  marble  near  Philadel- 

phia, 137. 
Marblehead,  account  of  tliif  port  of^  4/* 7;  its 

exports,  ibid,    jff   ,r^liiUl: /'•<■>■•- • 
Marine  iubftancea,  ftrata  of,  189. 
^M^acbuiettSi  111  a.  high.  Hate  of  cultivation, 
396;  laws,  civil  and  criminal,  40a;.  taxes, 
406;.  vexiitious  proceedings  of  the  commil- 
fioners,  ibid. 
.  Maytown,  village  of,  47  ;  inhabited  by  Ger- 
.        iilartsj  ibid.i  '     ,b;<it!iifft3  !'i'>di/' ,;3'-dt 
Meadows',  avera*eipiro>duce  of,-  at  Robcrtfon's, 
6 ;  price  of,  at  Reading,  28 ;  produce  of,  at 
Angehco,  32;  Mac-AHftef's  farm,  55;  in 
Gcneffee,  120;  Kingfton,  283  ;  Marlboro', 
8P8  ;  Biddeford,  463  ;  Rhode. Ifland,  491. 
Medical  Society  at  Charlefton,  582. 

-  Merchandize,  imported  into  Canada  on  behalf 

of  the  fur-trade,  330;  how  fold,  ibid;  ex- 
' ' '  ported  from  Canada  in  1 78(f,  332 ;  imported 
into  Canada,  334. 

Metcalf,  eftate  of  Captain,  145. 

Meteorological  obfervations  at  Albany,  337  ;  In 
the  county  of  Maine,  423 ;  South  Carolina, 
•'     '576,577.  ^t-^^'lr-.Jc  .  Air.kh 

Michard,  a  French  botanifl  refiding  in  South 
Carolina,  589. 

Michillimakkinak,  an  important  place  for  the 
furtrade,  327,  323.  sr.i 

Middlcton,  account  of  the  town  of,  520;  ex- 
ports, ibid ;  bank,  ibid. 

Middletown,  fituation  of,  48  ;  corn  and  meal- 
trade  of  the  place,  49. 

Miller,  Rachel,  a  votary  and  companion  of  Je- 
mima Wilkinfon,  1 12. 

Minerals,  account  of  the,  between  Ofvvego  and 
Albany,  366  ;  between  Saratoga  and  Al- 
bany, 380  ;  on  the  coaft  of  MaiTachui'etts, 
'  New  Hampihirc  and  Maine,  539,  540,  541 . 
■  Mohawk  river,  account  of  the  navigation  of, 

".       '-^67*  .'I'll       .  r. 
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Money,  love  of,  prevalent  in  the  United  Stutcs, 
6J,  149;  its  principal  caul'es,  G'j. 

Montreal,  account  of,  3 1 5,. 

Morrifville,  town  of,  550. 

Mountains,  Blue,  account  of  the,  57. 

Mountmorris,  an  Indian  village,  155. 

Mules,  conlidcrable  trade  with,  carried  on  in  the 
United  States,  378. 

"7      '■  i^i'-t'.f"!  U-iltv-'y^:  rblii'  i'  I'  ., 
■       '     ■       •   •  N. 

Navigation,  funis  raifed  by  a  lottery  for  inland, 

16.  U.  ':     (  , 

Newark,  iituation  of  the  town  of,  254;  the  only 

newfpaper  in  Upper  Canada,  printed  there, 

264 ;  has  no  church,  26o. 
Newark,  one  of  the  fincll  villages  in  America, 

545 ;  the  ufual  ftage  between  Philadelphia 

and  New  York,  ibid. ;  famous  for  its  cyder, 

ib.;   and  cxtenfive  flioe-manufaftories,  546. 
New  Bedford,  townfliip  of,  486;  its  exports  and 

fliip-building,  488. 
New  Bedford,  part  of,  491,  492 ;  its  trade  and 

fhipping,  492. 
Newbury,  account  of  the  port  of,  472. 
Newcaftle,  townthip  of,  452. 
New  City,  account  of  the  town  of,  369»  370, 

379- 

Newhavcn,  account  of  the  town  of,  521 ;  its 
trade  andfhipping,  522;  exports,  ib. ;  bank, 
523 ;  college,  524;  the  freedom  of  the  town 
conferred  upon  the  author,  536. 

Newport,  account  of  the  town  of,  497  ;  its  po- 
pulation, 498 ;  trade,  ibid ;  buildmgs,  499. 

Newtown,  fituation  of,  102. 

Niagara,  delcription  of  the  cataraft  of,  213  ; 
fhould  be  viewed  from  Tablerock,  222. 

Niagara,  Fort,  account  of,  257  ;  has  been  fur- 
rendered  up  to  the  Uiiit^d  States,  ibid. 

Niagara,  Lake  and  River,  253  ;  abound  with 
filh,  ibid. 

NichoUbn,  account  of  the  iron-works,  button- 
manufadlory  and  glaCsljoule  ot  Me.  4. 

Niclipltbn's  bank  of  one  million  of  acres  of 
land,  88. 

Nobleborough,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,4')2. 
4  O  Nootkn 
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Kootica  Round,  iitnation  of,  414;  fur-trade  of 

the  inhabitants,  ibid. 
Norris,  fettlement  of  Mr.  123. 
Norriftown,  (ituation  and  buildings  of,  13  ;  pri- 
fon,  ibid.;  why  the  prifoners  attempt  not 
\.Q  efcape,  14. 
Northampton,  dcfcription  of  the  town  t»f,  396; 

capitaV  of  the  county  of  Hampfbire,  ibid. 

Northumberland,  account  of  the  county  of,  7?. 

Northumberland,  town  of,  G9;  delightfully  fi- 

tuated  on  the  Sufq^ehannah,  ibid.;  conliils 

chiefly  of  log-houfes,  70 ;   political  fcnti- 

ments  of  the  inhabitants,  73  ;  the  refldence 

of  Dr.  Prieftley,  ibid.        nviu-^i 

Northweal  company,  when  formed,  326;  by 

whom,  ibid. 
North  Yarmouth,  account  of  the  town  of,  458. 
Norwich,  bank  of,  514;  population,  515. 
Nunneries  in  Lower  Canada,  account  of  the, 
317. 

O. 
Onts,  price  of,  about  Tioga,  99;  inthetorvn- 
Ihip  of  Newtown,    103;  at  Painted  Poll, 
107 ;  in  the  county  of  Maine,  428. 
Oneida  Indians,  enjoy  an  annuity  from  the  ftate 

of  New  York,  352, 
Oneida,  Lake,  account  of,  351, 
Oneida  refervation,  fold  to  the  ftate  of  New 

York,  352. 
Onondago  cutter,  burthen  of  the,  271;  the  au- 
thor embarks  for  Kingfton  on  board  this 
cutter,  ibid;  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Earl,  273. 
Opinions,  on  the  political,  prevailing  in  Ame- 
rica, 65.  ■    ^^    '"    •'  ;"    ■        tfT.,;:  :: 
Oiwego  Fort,  account  of,  300,  311  ;  defertion 
prevalent  among  the  garrifon,  303  ;  depar- 
ture from,  337. 
Ofwego,  river,  navigation  of,  338  ;  falls,  340, 

341. 
Otters,  where  found  in  America,  415.' 
Otter-fkins,  price  of,  on  the  weftem  coafts  of 

America,  41&  ;  in  Canton,  ibid. 
Oxen,  price  of  a  yoke  of,  about  Old  Shufliequen, 
lyB ;  at  Paintetl  Poft,  107 ;  in  GencfTee,  121 ; 
Kingfton,  282  ;  county  of  Maine,  428. 
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PadMOmmJng,  Creek,  17.  '■-'"'k^'-  -M-fi^r-  ■ 
Painted  Poft,  account  of  the  town  of,  lOff,  . ' 
Paper  money,  univerfally  received  In  Upper  Ca» 

nada,  217. 
Parker,  'Squire,  a  votary  and  companion  of  Je- 
mima Wilkinfon,    116;  affiimed  the  name 
of  Prophet  Elijah,  117. 
Parr,  Captain,  commaadiug  officer  in  Kingiftoa^ 
287.  '-:  •"'^'' ff  f^  :      ■ 

Peace,  how  concluded  by  the  Indians,  182. 
Pearl  alh,  method  of  preparing,  386. 
Peltry,  fine,  what  is  called  fo,  325:  mixed,  it).? 
fiueil, 'A\'here  colledled,  ibid.;  value  thereof, 
329 ;  amount  thereof  exported  from  Canada 
in  1786,  333. 
Pcnobfcot,  account  of  the  bay  of,  ^29 ;  fhip- 

building,  430. 
Penobfcot,  the  capitalof  the  c;  -jnty  of  {Ian- 
cock,  441  ;  its  trade  and  exports,  ibid.    \f 
Peyfel,  Conrad,  founder  of  ihie  order  of  Tun» 

kers,  3S. 
Philadelphia,  departure  from,  2;,<;flfU0trj5r-hpufes 

in  the  vicinity  of,  3.  i       ..fi  ngtraifjf- 
Phlyn,  hittory  of  WUtiam,  21!?. 
Phyficipns,  thc-r  fees  in  the  United  States,  18  ; 

are  fcarce  in  the  county  of  Maine,  443, 
Pindaim,  a  negro,  poffeffbrof  a  plantation,' 602. 
Pine-barrens,  in. South  Carolina,  53.9. 
Pitt,  eftate  of  Mr.  150;  its  ftock  and  produce, 

151-  rf-...: 

Pittsfield,  account  of  the  town  of,  306. 

Planks,  price  of,  at  MacTAlifter's  mill,  56  ;  ia 
Not  "  uinbcrland,  71  ;  at  \ViUiumfon.'s  mill, 
139;  Uutchmill,  294,  ,.,>;■,.. 

Phifter  of  Paris,  mixjtid  with  the  feed,  56 

Plymouth,  population  of  the  county  of,  486. 

Plymouth,  account  of  the  town. of,  484;  its  trade 
and  (hipping,  ibid  ;  exports,  486. 

Polony,  Dr.  of  Charlefton,  635  ;  has  ready  for 
the  prefs  a  work  on  St.  Domingo,  ibid. 

Poor-rates,  unknown  at  Roxborough,  8 ;  and 
in  the  diftilA  of  Kingfton,  286;  their 
amount  in  Montgomery,  15  ;  in  the  ftate  of 
New  York,  106;  county  of  Ontario,  ibid  ; 

county 
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.  V  bounty  of  Hcrkeraer,  $a<) ;  townj(hip  of  Sa- 
"j.  'tatoga,  S"<5. 

Poplar,  kalian,  iatcoduced  ioto  Atnecica,  47. 
Portland,  fituation  of,  45}) ;  detbription  of  the 

town,  ibid. ;  iu  trade  and  flipping,  4(il  ; 
:•    cxportt,  ibid. 
Portfmouth,  fituation  of,  468  ;  the  only  hauboiir 

in   New    HampOitie,  ibid.;  its   tnide  and 

flipping,  ibid. ;  ihiprbuilding,  ^69- 
Potaih-iworks  in  the  United  States,  defcription 
.  of,  384;  manner  of  preparing  the  pota(h, 

8»b ;  how  fold,  3a(>. 
Potter,  eftate  of  Mr.  124 ;  his  charafter,  ibid. 
Pottfgrove,  country  about,  19 ;  account  of  the 

plaoc,  £0. 
Pratt,  Major,  commandant  of  Fort  Erie,  214. 
Prieftley,  Dr.  refulence  of,  74;  .his  perfecution, 
V-   ibid. ;  his  occupation,  &c.  in  America,  ib. ; 

buited  in  the  inllitution  of  a  college,  75. 
Frieftky;,  Jofeph,  eldeft  fonof  Pr.  PriqlUey,  his 

induftrious  ,pucfuits,  7t>. 
Prlncetown,  account  of,.7i48.;.its  college,  ibid. 
•f,     Priugle,  eftate  of  Mi.  ayaj  41  ptanter  of  «»ten- 

iivc  knowledge,  60I.. 
Profpedl,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,  436,  437. 
Proteftant  clergy,  a  levcnth  iwrt  of  the  lands  in 
"     Upper . Canada  allotted  to   the  fupport  of 

the,  265. 
frovidence,  «cc0ul»t  oif  tlve  town  of,  497 ;  its 

population,  498  ;  trade,  ib. ;  environs,  504; 
^  >    Situation,  ib. ;  manuf4(5lorii:s,  dQ5 ;  iliipping, 

606;  taxes,  ib.  50". 
PikkUiigllooe,  large  mafl«sof,  near  Reading,  183.  ' 

"    :!  I-..  >(  i  .;.    i.  .nil.  ,..,,.<:.   >„    ....       •  ■       ;     ^^  - 

Q. 

Quebec,  account  of,  316;  feminary  in  that  city, 
by  whomltejjt,  318  ;  how  lu^) ported,  ibid. ; 
public  library,  380. 

<)Hioaboug,  account  of  the  cataradl  of,  614. 

R.  . '  ill  -VI  .  ;  . 

Rattlefnake,  Jcrcription   of  a,    173  ;   bite  not 

<Vlit)g;F0!U8  in  the  north  of  the  United  States, 

,,         174,  181  ;  how  cured,  ibid;  its  llough<dried 

and  pulverized  .ufed  af  b  cleaufcr  of  the 

.    ^liood,  iUd. ;  is  much  drijaded  m  J^outh  Ca- 


rolina, 594 ;  its  bite  more  dangeroug  here 
than  in  the  Northern  States,  ibid.  ;  its 
ufual  cure,  595. 

Reading,  town  of,  24 ;  its  fituation,  ibid. ;  nvi- 
nufa<«tories,  25;  population,  ibid.;  litigi- 
oufncfs  of  the  inhabitants,  ibid. ;  churches 
and  mininevs,  26  ;  indiSlcrcnce  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  point  of  religion,  ibid. ;  their  pub- 
lic Ipirit,  27 ;  corn-trade,  23. 

Red  .lacket,  a  celebrated  warrior  among  the  Se- 
neca Indians,  148. 

Rflnllllaar,  Van,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
York,  388  ;  generally  called  the  patron,  ib. 

Rhode  Ifland,  defcription  of  the  ftate  of,  494, 
495  ;  caufes  of  the  poverty  of  the  farmers, 

"""  496,  497  ;  religious  worihip,  499,  political 
opinions,  ib.  506 ;  population,  ib. ;   bank. 

Rice,  wild,  292.  • 

Rice,  culture  of,  'n  South  Carolina,  587  ;  in 

Lower  CaroUna,  619  to  624;  improvements 

made  in  South  Carolina,  596. 
Rice  fwamps  in  South  Carolina,  575  ;  their  di- 

vifion  into  tule-fwamps  and  inland  fwamps, 

ibid.;  their  price,  598. 
Roads,    neglefted  in  Pennfylvania,    68 ;   ho* 

kept  in  repairin  thedlArift  of  Kingfton.287. 
Roberts,  Caj)tain,  voyage  to  the  South  Sea  and 

weftern  coaft  of  America,  409;    objeft  of 

this  voyage,  made  on  board  the  Jettiirfon, 

ibid.  110.  I    ..■> 

Robertlbn,  houfq  and  mill  of  Mr.  6. 
Robinlbn,  eftate  of  Benedix,  .1.18;  its  produce, 

120. 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  eftablilhcd  church 

in  Lower  Canada,  317. 
Rotterdam,  account  of  the  town  of,  347. 
Roxborough,  county-rates  and  taiees  at,  8. 
Rum,  ufe  of,  pernicious  to  the  Indians,  252. 
Kupclmondc,  account  of  602,  603. 
Rulh,  William,  cftablilhed  the  whalc-fifliery  at 

Dunkirk,  492. 
Ru0l-1,  Thomas,  one  of  the  wcalthied  merchants 

of  America,  481. 
Rye,  |)rice  of,  about  Old  Sbufliequen,  98  ;  at 

Tioga,  9© ;  4n  the  diftrid  pf  Newtowju,  103 ; 
4  O  2  at 
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at  Painted  Poft,   107, 
county  of  Maine,  428. 

8. 


io   Geneflee,   121 


Salem,  account  of  the  town  of,  474 ;  its  trade, 
-  ibid.;  ihipping,  475  ;  capital  of  the  county 
of  Eflex,  477  ;  its  manufaAories,  ibid. 

Sandwich  Iflands,  account  of  the  manners  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the,  414. 

Santee  canal,  account  of  the,  631. 

Saratoga,  defcription  of,  373 ;  capture  of  an  Eng- 
"  lifli  army  under  General  Burgoyne,  ib.;  de- 
■  fci  iption  of  the  Englilh  and  American  camps, 
ibid,;  medicinal  fpring,  378. 

Savannah,  flav-.trade  of,  605 ;  d'Edaing's  defeat 
near  .^hat  town,  610. 

Scituate,  account  of  the  townfliipof,  509. 

Schipac  Creek^  17. 

Schift,  quarze  ores,  near  Lancaller,  43. 

Schools,  very  fcarce  in  Pennfylvania,  98 ;  and 
New  York,  106;  in  Lower  Canada,  kept  by 
nuas,  31S;  Mafl&chufetts,  406;  in  Connec- 
ticut, 539,  $30;  in  South  Carolina.  $8o. 

Schrciber,  Mr.  founder  of  a  large  fettlement  be- 
tween Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Oneida,  347. 

Schuitz,  eftate  of  Colonel,  438. 

Schuyler,  General,  his  charafter  and  influence, 

372.373- 
Schuyler,  houfe  of  Mr.  John,  373;  fituated  on 

the  fpot,  where  General  Burgoyne  fui'ren- 

dered  to  General  Gates,  474;  his  eftate,  375 ; 

chara^er,  376;  death,  377. 
Schuylertown,  fettlement  of,  358. 
Schuylertown,  capital  of  the  county  of  Herkemer, 

359;  its  popularton,  ibid. 
Schuylkill,  falls  of  the,  4;  banks,  18;  is  to  be 

joined  with  the  Suatara  by  a  canal,  48. 
Seneca  Lake,  122:  its  banks,  123;  navigation  of 

the  lake,  124. 
Seneca  Indians,  drefs  and  manners  of  the,  148; 
-'      pay  a  viiit  to  Mr.  Chipping,  the  American 

agent,  ib. 
Servants,  great  fcarcity  of,  in  the  United  States 

and  Canada,  254. 
•Settlers,  firft  operations  of  new ,  5  8,  1 63 . 
Seward,  Major,  commandant  of  Fort  Niagara, 

258. 


Shakers,  defcription  of  the  fociety  c  ailed,  jSq  ; 
their  fettlement  in  Lebanon,  ib.;  their  reli- 
gion  and  woribip,  591 ;  drefs,  ibid.;  garden, 
3193 ;  hiftory  of  the  fociety,  394. 
Shefhequen,  ^        town  of,' 98. 
Ship-building,  price  of,  in  Albany,  369 ;  tn  the 
lowniliip  of  Belfaft,  440;  on  St.  George's 
River,  424,  425,427. 

Simcoe,  General,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper 
Canada,  229 ;  why  he  accepted  that  place, 
'  ibid.;  his  plan  for  fettling  and  peopling  Up- 
per Canada,  ibid.  231,  275  ;  bis  pcojeA  of 
removing  the  feat  of  government  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  La  Tranche  or  Thames,  230 ;  bis 
maxims  of  government,  233 ;  opinion  on  the 
fur-trade,  233,  234;  plan  of  military  opera- 
tions, 235,  246;  projects  and  views,  235; 
mifcalculations,  ^39;  fentiments  in  regard  to 
the  United  States,  240;  receives  a  vifit  of 
Indians,  250,  353 ;  his  projeft  of  giving  a 
half  civilization  to  the  Indian  tribes,  251; 
vilits  an  Indian  village,  266;  hb  fpeech  oa 
thatdccafion»ibi4..  ' 

Skenetflady,  account  of  the  town  of,  364 ;  its  fitua- 
tion  and  trade,  365  ;  population,  ibid. 

Skuyl,  hiftory  of  James,  2 10.  1 

Slaves,  on  the  condition  of,  in  the  State, of  New 
York,  376. 

Slave-trade,  carried  on  by  the  town  of  Provi* 
dence,  505,  506;  by  Connecticut,  531;  Jer- 
fey,  543,  544;  South  Carolina,  464  to  566; 
at  Savannah,  605. 

Smith,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  of  the  fifth  regiment, 
254;  his  houfe  at  Newark,  ibid.;  is  clearing 
five  hundred  acres  land,  ibid. 

Snakeroot,  the  juice  of,  a  fpecific  remedy  againfl 
the  bite  of  the  rattie-fiiake,  145.  .ji ; 

Sorrel,  river,  account  of  the,  323. 

South  Sea,  voyage  of  Captain  Robert  to  the,  410. 

Spanifli  poflefEons  in  North  America,  account 
of  the,  611. 

Specie,  fcarce  in  Upper  Canada,' 21 6.     '.'-''■'  -H 

Speculation  in  land,  very  profitable  in  the  United 
States,  7a,  144.  :■-''■  '  <i 

Springmill,  account  of,  10. 

Spruce-fir  J  peculiarly  fit  for  fliip-building,  433. 

SquawbLU^ 
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Squxwhill,  an  Indian  villagff,  i${. 

Starrer,  eftate  of  Colonel,  102.  ♦ 

Steward,  Mr.  curate  of  Kingfton,  384;  how  he 
leafed  out  his  lands,  38;. 

Stillwater,  defcription  of  the  townfliip  of,  377. 

Stockfifl),  large  quantities  of,  furniihed  by   the 
'coaft  of  Maflachufetts  and   the  diflriet  of 
Maine,  418. 

Store,  Captain,  defcription  of  his  mill,  called 
Dutchmill,  293. 

Suntara  river,  account  of  the,  49. 

Sumac,  grows  in  great  plenty  about  New  Lon- 
don, 512;  its  preparation  for  the  purpofes  of 
dying,  ibid. 

Sunbury,  town  of,  63;  its  fitaation  on  the  Siif- 
quehannah,  ibid. 

Suppers  in  America,  of  what  they  generally  con- 
fid,  62,  104. 
.  Surgeons,  numerous  in  the  didriifl  of  Providence, 
18;  their  fees,  ibid.;  are  in  fmall  number  in 
the  diftriA  of  Kingfton,  286;  and  in  the 
county  of  Maine,  448. 
ti  Sufquehannah,  rapids  ot  the  river,  47 ;  its  banks, 
485  navigation.       ■^toti  n.  ^;' 

T. 

Talafking,  a  celebrated  Indian  warrior,  608  j  his 
character,  609. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  in  Montgomery,  14;  dif- 
trict  of  Providence,  17;  Reading,  27;  county 
of  Dauphin,  535  State  of  New  York,  105  ; 
county  of  Herkemer,  359;  townlhip  of  Sa- 
ratoga, 376;  Marlborough,  399;  Maflachu- 
fetti,  406;  county  of  Maine,  447,  at  Bof- 
toi).  480  J  in  Conneifticut,  528. 

Ternay,  nionumcut  ercfted  to  the  Chevalier  de, 
500. 

Thaga,  fields  bordered  with,  10. 

Thatcher,  charader  of  Mr.  462,  463. 

Thomaftown,  in  the  county  of  Lincohi,  account 
of,  452. 

Thompfon,  T^ftice,  defcription  of  his  eftate,  378. 

Three  Kivers  Point,  account  of,  343. 

Tioga,  town  and  river  of,  99  j  its  trade  hurt  by 
that  of  Afvlum,  ibid. 


Tioga,  fon  of  General  Simcoe,  named  fo  by  the 
Mohawks,  253. 

Tonowant£,accoinu  of  the  Indian  village  of,  172. 

Touzy,  an  Englifl)  clergyman  in  Quebec,  315; 
occupied  in  clearing  about  feven  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  ibid. 

Trap,  account  of  the  village  of,  17, 

Treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  remarks  on  the,  381,  408, 
470,  485,  544,  559. 

Trees,  fpecies  of,  between  Lancafter  and  May- 
town,  46 ;  b-tween  Harrilburg  and  Sunbury, 
63;  about  Loyalfock  and  Afylum,  95;  ia 
the  diftrift  of  Watkinftown,  145  ;  Upper  Ca- 
nada, 312  i  townfliip  of  Saratoga,  380;  county 
of  Maine,  542;  South  Carolina,  588,  589; 
in  Florida,  613.  «  . 

Trenton,  account  of,  549. 

Troy,  defcription  of,  369,  370,  379. 

Trumbul,  member  of  the  Congrefs,  516;  bro- 
ther of  the  painter  of  that  name,  ibid. 

Tulpechocken  creek,  62. 

Tunkcrs,  order  of,  35  ;  doArines  and  hiftory'of 
the  order,  ibid. 

Turkey  buzzard,  a  very  ufeful  bird  in  South 
Carolina,  537. 

Turnips,  how  cultivated  at  Angelico,  33. 

U. 
Union  College,  defcription  of,  365. 
United  States,  poHcy  of  the,  234, 


Vanderkamp,  farm  of  Mr,  351. 

Vapour- baths,  how  made  by  the  Indians,  i8o. 

Vatines,  cjate  of  Mr.  de,  349 ;  his  charader, 

ibid.;    his  attachment  to  France,   350;   his 

hiftory,  ibid. 

W. 
VVaitahu,  one  of  the  Marquefa  Iflands,  44;    ac- 
count of  its  inhabitants,  ibid. 
Waldoborough,  account  ol  the  diftrit?^  of,  450, 
Waldopatent,  a  large  eftate,  belonging  to  Gene- 
ral Knox,  521;  for  a  great  part  ufurped  by 
numerous  fetlers,  422, 423. 

Wampum, 
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WaTTipum,  a  fert  of  ihells,  ij^ ;  circulate  as  mo 

Hey  among  the  Indians,  i8dj  fefve  Vo  draw^' 

lip  records,  184. 
Wanen,  momimerit  Wefted  At  Ibfton  te  Hfe- 

ttjory  of  the  late  Ofci^trhl,  478* 
Warren,  General,  author  of  a  mafitifcrif  t  hiftory 

of  the  AmeHcaft  revolution,  485.  - 
tVarffcn,  accdutit  of  the  {xsrt  of,  503. 
Wafliihgton;  Geheritl,  a  diftant  re'attoh  (if  the 

Jate  Prefident,  595;  one  of  the  itiofi  opulent 
'    )>laiiters,  ibid.;  account  of  his  rice-fwamps, 

•  culture  of  rice,  and  riae>^iniil,  ib.  596;  irtinf- 
mits  rice  direft  to  En^Uiid,  59S. 

Wdterford,  population  of  the  cbuhty  of>  467. 

Water  rattle-fnake,  account  of  thii,  bdo. 

Watkiriftdwn,  dlAriA  of,  144. 

Watworth,  Captain,  eftate  of,  154  to  15). 

V/ayne,  army  of  General,  44,  183. 

Whale-fifhery,  account  of  the  the,  488  to  49a. 

'Wheat,  price  of,  at  Robertfen't,  6  {  at  Attgelioo, 
34 ;  about  old  SheKheqnen,  98  {  at  Tioga^  99; 
in  the  diftri^  of  NeW«o«t^n,  to)  •  w  fainted 
^ft,  107;  in  Geheflee,  tsi  1 '^aitkinlltfWi^ 
145;  in  thediftrid  of  CanadaqUft,  147  ;  hear 

I  Fortyniile  Cncek,  isj^;  in  th«  ti\Q\\ft  of 
Kingfton,  384;  in  the  county  of  Mdine, 
428.t  near  PortAntouth,  469. 

Whifky,  diftilled  from  rye,  56;  from  cyder,  ib.; 
its  price  at  Mac-Aiifter's,  ib.;  in  the  county 
of  Dauphin,  ibtd.;   miirtd  wifh  water,  the 

•  common  drink  in  Atndrica,  68;  dirtilleriw 
in  the  diftrift  of  Newtown,  103  ;  chief  objedt 
of  the  trade  of  the  Indians,  162. 

Whitchorfe  Ian,  account  of  the,  ia. 


Wilkfbarre,  account  of,  9ii  capital  of  the  csunljr 
of  Lucerne,  ibid.  ,  j- 

Wilkjaibn^  Jemima,  leaflCr  ttafeStof  Qyak^r^ 
1 10 ;  hidory  of  Jerufalem,  her  eftabliihment, 
between  Lake  8eneca  and  Crooked  L«ke, 
III;  defcriptio^  of  hei*  -meeting,  1 1» ;  h^ 
doftrines,  T13;  her  hoirfs,  ibid.;  her  'hypo< 
crify,  ibid.;  herdrefs,  115$  h*  way  of  liv- 
iRg,  ibid.;  her  policy,  ij^;  ber  att*  hment  t* 
'Squire  Parker,  ibid. 

Williams,  family,  in  Marlbwou^,  jyS. 

WilliamfcOrg,  defcriptionof,  15.7. 

Wiiliamfon,  extediive  fettletnentof  Captftia,  in 
Geueflee,  128;  his  plan  and  fytlciB,  1x9^ 
1-36;  great  proihs,  131;  tfcrn»  of  payment^ 
133  ;  works  at  G  at  Sodus,  if:7;  private 
charaSer,  ibi4l. 

Wifcaflet,  the  iirft  trading  place  in  the  countgr  of 
Maine,  453  ;  itB  iituatiod,  ibid.;  fliippingan4 
trade,  454 ;  exports,  ibid. 

Women,  on  the  charaifter  of  French,  98]. 

Woodbridge,  account  pf  the  vill^«f,  547. 

Wood  Cteek,  deferfplion  of,  35s,  }(;3. 

Wood-pigeons,  very  numerous  i«  the  county  of 
Maine,  542. 

Wyalufing,  village  of,  84. 

Wyalafing  Creek,  84.  -^ 

•     •  V.      "  .«T 

Yor4,  popuktidn  of  the  county  of,  461. 
York,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  a68 ;  intende4 
as  the  centre  of  the  naval  force  on  Lake  On* 
tario,  ibid.f  an  unhealthy  place,  3^78. 
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